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f Introductory Note
DYFI —Democratic Youth Federation ol India
UF — United Front
RSS —Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangha
SP —-Socialist Party
IP —Janata Party
FRB —_Forward Bloc _;_- This Volqme (Volume No. XIX) covers the perio:tl 1980-81 and
RSP _Revolutic o ‘ncludes important documents which will throw light on several
3 ‘Revo utionary Socialist Party political developments 1n India of far-rcaching consequences.
EMS —E.M.S. Namboodiripad The first document of this Volume is the Election Manifesto of
BTR ——B. T. Ranadive } CP?(M) for 198.0* Lok S:abha electionsiOur Party highlighted .the
PS PI Sund main theme of this election battle as a fight for democracy against
i —- sundarayyd 3 quthoritarian and dictatorial rule. It was stated in the Election
PR —P. Ramamurti -_ Manifesto:
MB -—M. Basavapunnailah i “Once again, the battle is between the forces of
% 5 | .
democracy and forces of dictatorship. The forces of
5 uthoritarian dictatorship represented by Indira Gandhi
4 are again in the field with their Emergency kit.”
gj It was also pointed out in the Election Manitesto:
% “The truncated RSS-Jana Sangha-dominated Janata
4 with its anti-democratic communal and casteist ideology
y .« another reactionary challenge that faces the people.”
We also stated clearly in our Election Manifesto:
“Tt became clear that over the months the Janata Party
got growingly estranged trom the people and relied more
and more on dictatorial and authoritarian measures to
4 bolster itself.”
@ “The instrument torged by the people in the last elections
’; to fight the authoritarian forces collapsed.”

In the midst of this political situation Smt. Indira Gandhi and
her party came back to power through this Lok Sabha election 1n

_:-L‘."_."\_f?_,!:;ilx_,.f__ '
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1980 and the Janata Party was practically routed. Bul, the Left

political parties, particularly, the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) and 1ts allies retained their strength in this election in the

States hike West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura where they were
strong.

The resulls and political implication of the Lok Sabha elections
of 1980 were thoroughly analyscd by the Central Committec of
our Party and thesc were duly published in a number of documents,
now given in this Volume. The victory of Smt. Indira Gandhi in the
Lok Sabha election of 1980 was the initiation to set up again her
dictatorial regime and the Central Committee of ouLf Party
repeatedly warned the people against it and gave a call for the
broadest mass mobilisation against this danger. In the statement
1ssued by the Central Committee of our Party following its meeting

held in New Delhi on March 14-16, 1980, it was categorically
stated: o

“The dissolution of the Assemblies in nine States and
imposition of President’s rule on them are an integral
part of the drive to establish one-party dictatorship not
only at the Centre but in the States as well. It has to be
seen not separately from, but along with, the well-
organised campaign unleashed by the Congress(I) against
the Governments of West Bengal, Tripura and Kerala

and for further centralls&tlon of powers in the Union
Government.”

“The C.C. noted with concern the public pronouncements
and thrcats made by some Union Ministers, as well as
several letters written by Union Ministers, including the
Prime Minister, to the Chief Ministers of States, all of
which show an attitude of discrimination against all
non-Congress(I) Governments. These official
pronouncements of Union Mmisters as well as the
FﬂlT]piligll unleashed by the Congress(I) in the States are
i the opinion of the Central Committee, a demonstration
of the Congress(1)’s intolerance towards all non-
Congress(1) State Governments—the dissolution of the

I
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nine State Assembilies, as also the whole-sale defections
organised in Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and Kamataka,
being the first shot fired in this direction.”

The anti-democratic and authoritarian tendency of the old Indira
Gandhi’s regime during National Emergency were seen in full
measure after she was re-installed in power in 1980 and the rigging
of poll in Garhwal Lok Sabha constituency in June 1981 to defeat
Hemabati Nandan Bahuguna clearly confirmed it. Our Party

consistently carried on campaign to mobilise the people against

(his anti-democratic, anti-people authoritarian policies and
measures of Smt. Indira Gandhi’s regime and a number of important
documents including statements and communigues as well as
resolutions of the Polit Bureau and the Central Committee of the
CPI(M) on it are included in this Volume.

Sreemati Indira Gandhi concentrated her attack on the CPI(M)
and had spread various canards against Marxism. Our Party
consistently fought against this campaign.

This Volume also includes documents of our Party on the
situation prevailing at that time in West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura
and the role our Party played to meet the political exigencies. The
General Secretary of our Party in a statement dated October 20,
1981 demanded fresh election in Kerala in order that real
representatives of the people could form the Government In the
State and run it in the interest of the people.

Of the 9 States where Assembly Elections were held Smt. Indira
Gandhi’s Congress faced miserable defeat in Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and Tripura and these victories substantially strengthened
the move of our Party to build Left and Democratic unity as a
sure basis to fight against authoritarian and dictatorial rule of
Srcemati Indira Gandhu,

During this period we lost one of our outstanding Comrades,
A Balasubramaniam. a member of the Polit Burcau of our
Party.

The sad demise of Com, Soong Ching Ling, one of the Vice-
Presidents of the People’s Repubtic of China took place during
this period. She was the widow of Dr. Sun Yat Sen and a great
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leader of the Chinese people who whole-heartedly worked with
the Communist Party of China since 1949 and consistently
discharged her patriotic duties to the Chinese people.

The failure of the experiment of the Janata Party was a turning
potnt 1n Indan politics and while 1t again gave rise to authoritarian
regime, 1t also revealed the danger posed by old RSS-dominated

Jana Sangha which reappeared as Bharatiya Janata Party (BIP)
following collapse of the Janata Government.

We have given 92 political documents in this Volume and we
are certain those who want to make a serious study of the major
political developments of this period, will find the documents
included in this Volume as most useful.

1 Ras

(JYOTI BASU)

May 8§, 1998 Chief Editor

11

Foreword

In the background of the fight against authoritarianism represented
by the Congress, the instrument which was forged by different
political forces, viz., the Janata Party, got a thumping victory in the
1977 elections. The Janata Party government played a positive role
in breaking the authoritarian framework. However, within two and
a half years of its existence the government exhausted further
possibilities of consolidating itself. The different forces that had
come together to form the Janata Party, once again started pulling
in different directions. The issue of dual membership, of both the
Janata Party and the RSS, was a major issue. This 1ssue remained
unresolved with the members of the erstwhile Jan Sangh refusing
to oblige others on this score. At the same time, the followers of
the erstwhile Jan Sangh and the Congress(O) began taking a
rightward posture 1n foreign policy matters and (rying to placate
US imperialism. In the rcalm of economic poelictes, there was no
difference between the carlier policies followed by the Congress
Party and that of the Janata Party. The conflict between the various
combinations representing the Congress(O) and the Jan Sangh, CED
of Jagjivan Ram, and the Lok Dal of Charan Singh finally brought
down the government. The Congress(O) and the Jan Sangh
combination were gradually strengthening their hold over the
government.

We had already taken note of this trend in the 10th Congress at
Jullundur and had started demarcating ourselves with these policies.
Therefore, it was not difficult for our Party to vote against the
covernment. Eventually the Charan Singh Government was sworn
in office with the support of the Congress(l). However, before it
could facc the Lok Sabha, the Congress withdrew support, lcading
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to general elections. In these elections, the CPI(M), some other
Left and democratic parties appealed to the people to support the
formation headed by the Janata(S) and the Congress(S) which was
opposed to the Congress(l) on the one side and the RSS-Jan Sangh-
dominated Janata Party on the other.

Barring West Bengal, Tripura and Kerala, the Congress(I)
achieved decisive victory with two-thirds majority but the other
two bourgeois-landlord combinations were virtually routed as no
viable alternative to the Congress(1) could be presented before the
¢lectorate 1n other States 1n the January 1980 Lok Sabha poll.

On poll verdict and post-election situation the Polit Bureau of
our Party said, “The vote [or the Congress(I) 1s an cxpression of
the people’s protest against the bankrupt policies of the Janata
regime. Our Party was repeatedly warning the Janata Government
that its anti-popular policies were supplying ammunition to the
Congress(l} and offering 1t an opportunity to re-establish itself.
But these warnings went unheeded. The election results show how
the Janata Party and all its constituents have been thoroughly
isolated from the people during the last three years. It is obvious
that in the States also, the Janata leaders were 1gnoring the people
and feathering their own nests. The Congress(l) was the largest
bourgeois-landlord party spread all over India to exploit the
situation and misled the people into believing that 1t was only the
viable force capable of administering the Central Government”.

Our Party warned that “the return to power-of the Congress(I)
with the huge majority is again likely to lead to consequences
harmful for the people’s cause. The overwhelming majority may
bc interpreted as a licence for arbitrary and autocratic rule”.

Outlining the tasks ahead the Party called upon the Left parties
to strengthen their unity and their hold over the people as only the
consistent Left forces, which included CPI after a fong break, in
alliance with other democratic forces, could save the situation. They
must also bend all their efforts (o build the unity of Left and
democratic torces. A broad united {ront in defence of democracy
and people’s livelthood was the prime task of the hour,

Coming immediately in the wake of the sweeping success of the
Congress(I) in the Lok Sabha elections, the victory of the Left and

4
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democratic alliance headed by CPI(M) in Kerala in the Assembly
elections administered a much needed rebufl (o the authortarian
forces which were engaged, by the time, to topple all non-
Congress(I) State Governments and establish onc-party rule in all
the States. The defeat of Congress(I) alliance and spectacular victory
of CPI{M)-led Left and democratic alliance inspired the
disappointed democratic forces to pick up the gauntlet and organise
unified battles against authoritarian forces ruling at the Centre.

Another welcome development, though belated and after causing
immense damage, was the decision of the Janata Party National
[xecutive by a majority vote to bar party miembers from taking
part in the day-to-day work of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh.

[t came about at a time when nine non-Congress(l) State
Governments had already been dismisscd and constant threats were
being held out against the remaining three—the CPI(M)-led
covermments in West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura; the drive towards
an authoritarian set~up was all-too-evident. The decision of the .
JTanata National Executive exposed the RSS clements and therr
design which prompted them to launch their own party, the
Bharatiya Janata Party, which was nothing but the camoutlaged
Jan Sangh.

The abscnce of viable alternative made possible the victory
of Congress(I) in the State Assemblies on the basis of very low
polling, Where such an alternative was there, as in Tamil Nadu,
the people voted for the combmation of AIADMK-CPI-CPI(M)
and others which inflicted a crushing defeat on the Congress(l)
and 1ts DMK ally.

The urades against Left Front Ministries had become more
and more strident after the Congress(I) came to power in January
1980 with the Central mintsters engaging themselves in
conspiracies one after another. The Prime Minister also had added
her voice to these tirades which were enough to incite her followers
In West Bengal and Tripura to create law and order problems. The
real reason was that the Left Front Government had been
functioning as the champion of the people throwing its full
weight on the side of the poor and the people in general. All
this were rcbuffed by the people of West Bengal with massive
protest rallies and demonstrations.
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Elsewhere, the swift anti-people measures of the Congress(I)
Government were inviting wide movements. Various Kisan
organisations joining hands to form a Central Kisan Coordmnation
Committee organised a mammoth rally at Boat Club on March 26,
1981 unparalleled in the history of post-independence India and
this was a pointer as well as a warning to the ruling class represented
by Congress(l). Followed were the working class actions
culminating to a one-day all-India strike on January 19, 1982 called
by the National Convention Against Price-Rise and Anti-Labour
policies of the government. The Convention was unique in the sense
that except Congress(I) unions, most of the central trade unions
and national federations joined it.

While united resistance was developing to defeat the efforts of
the ruling classes to throw the burdens of the economic crisis on
the common man, the reactionary divisive, communal and separatist
forces found it easy to exploit the backwad sentiments of the people
to pursuc their game, and all-out actions of various forms had been
sparked off in different parts of the country endangering the unity
and integrity of India sertously.

In the North-Eastern region, utilising the genuine grievances of
the people of Assam and other States of the region, separatist
movements had developed. Tmperialist agengies were active to
atilise some of the Christian missions to pursue their nefarious
game of destabilisation.

1t was of significance that the RSS, Jamait-e-Islami, certain
Christian missions and sections of the Akali leadership opposing
each other diametrically, had started talking on the same wave
length. The old slogan of Hindu nation and Hindu Rashtra, Stkh
nation and Khalistan and Muslim nation had been revived with the
logical destination of separatism. All these divergent forces were
complementing and supplementing each other. These intensified
activities required to be seen in the light of developments in other
developing countries in Asia, where after disrupting Arab unity,
the imperialist forces were trying to instigate religiouns
fundamentalists to create a wedge between the people of various
countries. One can ignore these theorics, slogans and the imperiahist
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machinations thereby only at his own peril. After the split in the
Janata Party, the BJP, the new name for the old Jan Sangh, had
adopted a new pose declaring that it stood for Gandhian Socialism.
Tn fact, under the garb of many utopian and absurd slogans, they
try, on the one hand, to mislcad the pubhic opinion, and to conceal
the fact that RSS is the real base of the BIP, and BJP leaders can
never atford to sever link with 1t.

Imperialist agencies were giving all aid to all this conspiracy of
destabilisation. It was as a part of this game that a dastardly riot
was organised in Tripura in the middle of June 1980. To add fuel
to the fire, the reactionary “Amra Bangalee”, a front organisation
of the notorious Anand Marg, was aggressively campaigning for
Bangalistan, an openly anti-tribal slogan. The agitation in Gujarat,
on the totally unjustifiable demand for scrapping of reservation in
education and in johs for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes,
had been turned into veritable caste war resulting in a large number
of casualties. It was of even more concern that this anti-reservation
agitation spread to Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra.
Despite formal demals, it was known to all that RSS was active in
Gujarat agitation and in the communal riots, no matter what
crocodilc tears were shed for the weaker sections and Muslims in
their resolutions meant for public consumption. In Bombay, the
chauvinist Shiv Sena went on a rampage attacking and destroying
shops and houses belonging to Malayalees and Kanarese with the
pernicious slogan of “sons of the soil”, nurtured by reactionary
elements including many Congress(l) leaders and Chief Ministers.
Shiv Sena was a vociferous supporter of Emergency and had allied
with the Congress(l) for long. Caste and communal riots were
repeating themselves with the connivance of the political leaders
of the ruling party and the BJP and the top echelons of the
administration. The slogan of Khalistan raised by the Dal-Khalsa,
(ollowed by a series of violent incidents of sabotage and even
hijacking of an Indian Airlines Boeing plane to Pakistan, was all
being patrenised by mmperialist agencics who were using the soil
of Pakistan. The major taction of the Akalis were openly advocating
the slogan of Sikh nationhood, which 1s connected inseparably with
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the slogan of Khalistan. Various religious leaders and fanatics had
been consistently encouraged by the ruling party. In Kashmir,
militant outfits were mushrooming to demand separation. Where
the Left and democratic forces are not strong enough to lead the
masses on correct lines, reactionary elements are able to draw them
into casteist, parochial, communal and other disrupting channels,
and sabotage the struggles that should be fought unitedly agamnst
the anti-people policies of the bourgeois-landlord rulers—an
assertion which is still, after 16-18 years, equally relevant.

Intermational developments of serious concem were taking place
in this period with the US impcrialists pursuing their plans for
global domination using various agencies. Though it had received
a rebuff by the fall of Shah regime in Iran, US imperialism was
lrying to grip the oil region and was making Pakistan its military
base under the excuse of helping Afghan “freedom fighters”.
Defying the demand of the Arab world, of world public opinion
and of all UN resolutions, Israel formally annexed occupied Arab
territory—Golan Heights of Syria, West Bank of Jordan, etc., 1t
was because of support they had been receiving from the US
imperialists. The proclamation ol Arab Gulf as “a zone of US vital
interests”, development of rapid deployment force by Pentagon
for intervention in various parts of Asia, Africa and Latin America
were causing concern among the peace-loving people of the world,
The support of the national liberation movement and the developing
countries by the former Soviet Union was treated by US imperialism
as expansionism allegedly “threatening the vital interests” of USA
and with this spurious plearesorted to expand NATO outside NATO
arcas. The USA has all along been looking upon non-Socialist
countrics as part of its invisible empire and any Leftward shift in
the alignment of forces within the third world countries used to be
regarded as a threat to their security.

The situation in the Socialist Poland was a scrious international
development in this period. The Polish “Solidanity™ trade union
leadership, which was demanding workers’ rights at the initial stage
in early 1980, had slipped into the hands of a confirmed counter-
revolutionary band which was openly acting as a tool of imperialism
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to plunge Poland into a civil war and dismantle socialist regime.
The whole imperialist Press and other powertul mass media ot the
bourgeoisie, big or small, were harnessed to malign Socialist
regimes and the erstwhile Soviet Unton depicting them as enemies
of democracy and workers’ rights and interests. The bourgeois
Press. the world over, had taken recourse to anti-Communist and
anti-Soviet slander-mill to put out the shop-soiled he concertedly
that Communists arc against democracy. The solidarity leaders,
openly aided and abetted by imperialists, particularly the US
imperialists, and the Church were out to bring about the collapse
of Polish society by exploiting the discontent over genuine
erievances. The Government patiently dealt with the situation,
giving many a rclicf, accepting many a demand knowing that there
was genuine cause for discontent and avoided all repression to
restore confidence among the people. All except naive and blind
admit that the subversion was engineered by the imperialists and
their henchmen in Poland exploiting the political-ideological
blunders continuing since long and the consequent cconomic
sctbacks. Polish experience, however, showed that the power and
safety of the Socialist Revolution was compromised by blatant
violations of Leninist norms in the functioning of the Governmeiit
and the proletarian party. The subscquent cvents and setbacks
in USSR and East European countries vindicate this more
clearly. The imperialists took full advantage of it to subvert and
dismantle those societies in collusion with the respective counter-
revolutionaries.

On the contrary, the Socialist Cuba has been fighting heroically
against all the blockades, designs and conspiracies of the US
Imperialism, a shining example of defending Socialist revolution
fiemly overcoming all the inconceivable odds.

It was heartening for all countries that People’s China which
had committed grave mistakes and distortions in the decade-
lnng‘ “Cultural Revolution”, was engaged in the task of restoring
Leninist norms and the Chinese lcadership was embarking
Hpon medernisation maintaining the Socialist base. The CPI(M)
welcomed this development while calling for change in their
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erroneous evaluation of contemporary world and world balance of
forces which caused 1mmense harm to the world revoluticnary
movement. The Central Committee of our Party extending its
greetings in September 1981, emphasised that, “The differences,
disputes and divistons in the world camp of anti-imperialists and
Socialist forces should not be allowed to be exploited by the
imperialists to their advantage, The diabolical war plans of crisis-
ridden imperialism shall not be allowed to fructify under the false
cries of Soviet aggression and expansion”.

Such national and international developments and our stand on
all this are provided in this Volume.

. - .
Hoeledioin R fLtoqed
(Harkishan Singh Surjeet)
Creneral Secretary

May 22, 19938 Communist Purty of India { Marxist)
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Election Manifesto Of CPI(M)
For 1980 Lok Sabha Elections™

The call for parllamentary election comes when our people are
passing through most intense sufferings due to floods and
drought, due to high prices and inflation, unemployment and
foss of jobs.

The CPI(M) expresses its deep sympathy with millions of our
people who are viclims of drought, people who are victims of
floods, all our countrymen who are passing through indescribable
nusery. The CPI(M) promises to do everything to ensure that all
the resources of the administration are used for the relief of our

- suffering brothers and sisters.

The coming clections call on the misery-stricken people to give
a challenging reply to all those who have heaped nothing but
suftering on them through their policies. It calls upon them to
assert their will and to pack off those who broke every plighted
word, who violated their mandate, or who suppressed all their
liberties and democratic rights to help the vested interests.

Democracy Vs Dictatorship

Once again, the battle 1s between the forces of democracy and
torces of dictatorship. The forces of authoritarian dictatorship
represented by Indira Gandhi are again in the field with their
cmergency kit.

The truncated RSS-Jana Sangha-dominated Janata with its anti-
democratic communal and casteist ideology is another reactionary
challenge that faces the people.

—

*Published as a booklet and also published as a supplement 1w "PEOPLE'S
DEMOCRACY ™. '
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The menace of the Congress (1), that repository of dictatorial
ambitions, continues to be the main authoritarian danger and has
to be fought.

The Congress (T) is exploiting the discontent arising out of the
anti-popular policies of the Janata Government and is making a
claim for popular vote, promising stability and fulfilment of
people's demands.

Record Of Indira Regime

But what has been the record of Indira Gandhi during more than
a decade of her regime? Which demands of the people did she
fulfil? What kind of stability did she offer to the people, to the
hutment dwellers, (o the common people? Didn'Cher class policies
bring ruin to the country and allow the rich to grow richer?

The growth rate of food production was 1.85 per cent per
annum in the period 1967-77 which was significantly lower than
in the earlier period.

Overall rate of growth in agricultural output has been only
2.13 per cent in the same decade.

The growth rate in the industrial sector has averaged,only
4.3 per cent per annum in the recent past.

The overall growth rate averaged between 3.8 per cent to
3.5 per cent per annum.

Following the capitalist path, keeping the pre-capitalist land
relations intact, Indira Gandhi tmposed a tortuously slow growth
ratc on the country spreading misery all round.

The 20-Peint Programme Hoax

Indira Gandhi indulges in glib talk about serving the rural
masses. She is intent on resurrecting her 20-point programme,
with its supposed preference for ‘the rural poor to befool the
people. | '

But in the rural areas, under her regime, tn 1971-72, the poorest
ten per cent of the households owned only 0.1 per cent and the
richest ten per cent owned more than half the total rural assets.

She fooled the people by her talk about land distribution. She
justified assault on fundamental rights and declaration of the
Emergency as means to implement her 20-point programme,
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measures for implementing the Directive Principles of the
Constitution.

How much did the peasants gain? In July 1977, i.e., after the
Fmergency regime had its full sway, the (fraudulently) estimated
surplus land area was 5.32 million acres, the area declared surpius
was 4.04 million, the area taken over by the Government
was 2.10 million and the area actually distributed was only
1 29 million acres.

And it is known that a major part of the actually distributed land
was virtually uncultivable.

Did not Indira's Government fraudulently manipulate the figure
of surplus land when sample surveys had estimated 1t at not less
than 40 million acres?

The Congress(l) and Indira Gandhi shed tears over the
miserable lot of the agncultural workers. But did not the Indira
regime worsen their lot instead of improving 1t?

The latest paper of the Planning Commission reveals that the
rcal carnings of an agricultural worker were Rs. 1.43 in 1960-61;
they sank to Rs. 1.27 in 1967-68; after seven years of Indira's
regime in 1974-753, the wage dropped to Rs. 1.17. During the
Emergency it was Rs. 1.5—16 paise less than in 1961-02.

This is the grand march of Garibi Hatao under the Indira
regime.

More Below The Poverty Line

Further exploits of the Garibi Hatao brigade? Already in 1972,
under Indira's regime, the percentage of those living below the
poverty line, i.c., with per capita living expenditure of less than
Rs. 20 in rural areas and less than Rs. 30 in urban arcas was
44.57 per cent in the rural areas and 51.34 per cent in urban areas.
By the end of the Emergency the percentage of those living below
this poverty line is estimated to have risen to 70 per cent.

What part of the 20-point programme has been fulfilled?

~Land distribution turned out to be a cruel joke. The house-site
distribution programme turned out to be another hoax, since the
overwhelming number of distributed sites remained unocecupicd
because they were sites which got flooded during the rains or
Were submerged under tanks. The debt cancellation programme
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and the release of bonded labourers programme shared the same
fate. Tens of thousands of bonded labourers and slaves exist in
India today.

The promise of supplying cheap cloth to the people also ended
up in smoke.

While the number of those below thc poverty line was
increasing the number of those with cnormous wealth increased
under the Indira rule.

Six per cent of landowners owned more than 30 per cent of the
fand in thc rural areas.

The assets of 20 Big Business houses were Rs. 2430 crores in
1969. They rose to Rs. 3059 crores in 1972—an increasc of 25 per
cent. They further rose to Rs. 44635 crores in 1975—a further
increase of 45 per cent.

Two of the 20 Big Business houses control assets of the order of
Rs. 2139.5 crores, i.e., 40 per cent of the total assets of top
business houses,

Between 1972 and 1977, the assets of the Tatas increased from
Rs. 641.93 crores to Rs. 1069.28 crores, the assets of the Birla
increased from Rs. 589.40 crores to Rs. 1070.20 crores. The years
of the Emergency have been years of misery and destitution for
the people. *

Two years before the clamping down of the Emergency, the
people were the victims of the worst type of inflation with prices
rising by 30 per cent in the year.

When the Indira Government decided to move against inflation,
it again hit the people by impounding the dearness allowance and
wage increascs under the Compulsory Deposit Scheme, reduced
D.A. and bonus. Heavy tax burdens were heaped upon the people
year after year.

During the years of the Indira regime, unemployment exceeded
one crore from 45 lakhs a decade before.

Never before since Independence was the common man so
much haunted by high prices, the robbery of the market, loss of
Jobs and wages as during the Indira regime.

To crown 1t all. the country became increasingly dependent on
foreign loans from imperialist countries and had to pay debt
servicing charges and was compelled to export at the cost of the
nceds of the people.
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The Emergency Regime

No previous regime has committed so many crimes against the
common people as the Indira Gandhi Government during the six
vears from 1971 to 1977. The policies of exploitation and
}gprcssion culminated in the final infamy of the rule of Emergency
and the reactionary constitutional amendments depriving the
people of all rights and libertics.

At one blow, by banning meetings, strikes, demonstrations and
agitations, wortkers employces, agricultural workers, peasants,
teachers, students and professors were rendered helpless in their
daily struggle before the landlords, monopolists, capitalists, the
Government and other authorities. The nation was converted into
a nation of suppressed people.

Tens of thousands of people were wantonly arrested and
tortured 1n jails. People were murdered in cold blood in police
custody. Inhuman methods of torture were devised to extort
confessions. The case of Rajan of Kerala murdered by the police is
known to all. But besides this, there were hundreds who had to
undergo barbarous torture at the hands of Indira's police. Indira
had arbitrarily introduced terror methods in West Bengal in 1972
and more than a thousand of our comradcs were murdered by
hooligans and Intelligence Branch men. During the Emergency
the bureaucracy was given power over the life of the citizens and it
used 1t to torture, maim and kill the people.

What has been the role of the Indira Congress during the last
two and a half years? Has the leadership including Indira Gandhi
Cver expressed regret for imposing the Emergency? Have they
Cver expressed repentence for the foul misdeeds of the period-—
[hﬂjailings, harassment, tortures, und murders of innocent people?
Have (hey at all repudiated the compulsory sterilisation of
Muslims and others enforced through police firing and terror by
the Sanjay gang? Have they admitted that they violated and
Subverted the Indian  Constitution by enacting the 42nd
Constitution Amendment Act?

Let there be no compiacency about it. Let it be known that
fteedom of the Press was secured only after defeating Indira
Gandhj at the polls; the power of the courts was restored only after
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her rout in the elections. The legality of the strike, bonus, the
withdrawal , of the CDS, right to hold meetings, all were secured
only after the removal of the hated Indira rule.

Indira Gandhi demagogically thunders against the USA and the
CIA. But is it not a fact that during her Prime Ministership the
Congress received money from the CIA, on two occasions to fight
the Communists in the elections.

Last Two Years' Record

What has the Congress(I) done for the people during the last
two years? What is this record of her Andhra Pradesh Ministry?
Has land been distributed to the people? Has anything been
done to guarantee work to the rural population, of land to
the landless.

Under the Congress(I) regime in Andhra Pradesh, atrocities on
Harijans continue as before. The landlords continue to oppress
them under Chenna Reddy's rule. This Ministry has, besides,
created a new record in corruption and jobbery.

Indira talks every time about her concern for Harijans, Why 1s
her Mimnistry not doing anything to end the atrocities against
Harijans?

This Ministry, besides, shows that it has not given up the
Emergency methods. Under 1t murderous asSaults are made on
CPI(M) members, with the police playing the role of spectators.
No person expresses more verbal concern for the Mus[ims
affected by riots, for minority rights. Did she not shoot down
scores of Muslim men and women during the Emergency? And
did she not openly support Vinoba's demand for banning cow
slaughter to earn the praise of Hindu communalists, though the
demand had every likelihood of leading to huge communal riots?

During the last two and a half years, people all over India
suffered under high prices, unemployment, low wages, starvation.
What did Indira Gandhi do to help them except only beating her
own drum? Did her organisation oppose the illegalisation of
strikes i U.P., Madhya Pradesh? Did her organisation oppose the
Janata Government for refusing bonus to the raillway workers?
Did she oppose deficit financing, the source of inflation? Did
she oppose World Bank loans which mortgage our cconomy to
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foreign multinationals? Has she suggested any concrete remedy to
transfer the burdens of the crisis from the poor to the rich? She had
done nothing except seeking electoral advantage for herself from
the policies of the Janata Government.

Reject This Treacherous Force

The people cannot trust this treacherous force of Indira Gandhi,
out to seek political domination of its junta—and enslave the
people. Let the people know that the Sanjay-Bansi Lal gang is
again controlling the Congress (I). Once again, Sanjay is playing a
dominant role 1n the distribution of tickets, ensuring the return of
this entire gang.

Many people associated with Indira are involved in big
scandals concerming money, illegal deals and blackmail. Press
reports talk about fantastic sums of moncy collected by some for
purposes of election—obviously money is going to play a big role
in the coming struggle. Only a few months ago, a former U.S,
Ambassador to India announced that he had given money to the
Congress led by Indira on two occasions to fight elections against
the Communists.

There 1s no evil that 1s not associated with the Congress (I).

The Congress (I), representing the main danger of
authoritarianmism, and terror, of subversion of the Constitution,
must be defeated at all cost.

The Communist Party of India (Marxist) calls upon all Left and
democratic torces in the country to rally together at this critical
Juncture in the struggle against the forces of dictatorship
represented by Indira Gandhi.

The Janata Party Today

Can the people vote for the Janata Party again? What a
miserable spectacle it presents today. A Party which was returned
to the Lok Sabha with a thumping majority, a party in whom the
people had put their hopes for advance, just collapsed in two and a
halt years. Why?

The Janata Government feil because the Janata Party
disintegrated, its unity collapsed.
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The Janata leadership failed to fulfii the hopes of the people; it
set itsell on a course opposed to their aspintions and brought
aboult the disintegration of the organisation.

Immediately after taking the reins of power the Janata
Government took steps to restore demacracy, lifted censorship, re-
established freedom of the Press and took other measures to
restore the nights of the individual and strengthen (he rights of the
ciizen. Its Constitution Amendment Bill, nm spite of scveral
shortcomings, was also dirccted towards doing away with some of
the mischiefs of the 42nd Constitution Amendment Act. It did not,
however, muster courage to propose the removal of preventive
detention from the Constitution. It made efforts to delay the
withdrawal of the hated MISA, that NOLOrious symbol of the
Emergency rule; but under pressure it {inally did remove MISA
from the Statute Book.

The Janata Government mustered courage to pass the Special
Courts Act to book those including Indira Gandhi who had
committed crimes and acted illegally during the Emergency.

The Janata Government took some steps to sanction some of the
urgent demands of the people. It abolished the €DS: it ordered
~reinstatement of victimised railway employees and the restoration
of bonus though on an annual basis.

The New Phase

But this phase of Janata Party pdlicy did not last long. 1t was
rapidly replaced by another one. The struggle against
authortarianism slackened. Repression in economic ;tmggles
became the order of the day. Some of the Janaty Govcrnment; in
the States started enacting mcasures similar to the MISA. The
Central Government through Morarji also expressed its intention
to reintroduce legislation for preventive detention.

The police, CRP and CISF agitation was brutally crushed in a
thoroughly dictatorial style reminiscent of the Emergency days
and its callous justification on the floor of Parliament meant that
the Janata leadership had abandoned the last claim to defend

democracy.
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The issuance of the two anti-working class Ordinances on the
eve of the Parliament session displayed an authoritarian contemplt
for Parliament born out of an absolute majority.

It became clear that over the months the Janata Party got
growingly estranged from the people and relied more and more on
dictatorial and authoritarian measures to bolster itself.

The instrument forged by the people in the last elections to fight
the authoritarian forces collapsed.

On The Economic Front

Equally striking was the retreat on the economic front.

Representing the same class interests as the Congress, the
Janata Party pursued the same economic policies ruining the lives
of the people. In relation to the crisis, the Janata Party pursued
policies dictated by the class interests of the bourgeois-landlord
combine.

Deficit financing, high taxation on the ordinary man, and
foreign aid continued to be the main sources of raising finances.

The Janata Government made boastful claims about holding the
price line while prices continued to be at the high Jevel reached
during the Emergency.

The first budget of the Janata Government provided for deticit
financing of Rs. 1000 crores.

The second budget while giving concessions to Big Business in
the name of incentives, imposed heavy taxation on . all
commedities of common consumption amounting to Rs. 500
crores and provided for deficit financing for Rs. 1000 crores.

The 1979-80 budget again relied on deficit financing ot more
than Rs. 1000 crores.

The result is continuingly rising prices taking the necessaries of
life like tea, sugar, milk, vegetables, oil, pulses, beyond the reach
ot the common man.

Today, the annual rate of inflation has reached 20 per cent.
Things have reached the same level as they did during the years
preceding the Emergency.

The Janata Party in its Election Manifesto promised abolition
of landiordism and land distribution. The very f{irst policy
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announcement of the Janata Government showed that 1t did not
want to go beyond the 'limits’ set by Congress legislations. The
new Government accepted the fraudulent surplus estimated under
Congress rule by the landlord-bureaucratic combination. It came
out with the same proposals that have been chewed over and over
by the Congress.

Contrast thi1s with the performance of the West Bengal Ministry
headed by the CPI(M) where the utmost has been done for the
peasant within the limits of the present Constitution, by breaking
the resistance of the landlords. Why could not the Janata
Government do what the West Bengal Ministry could achieve?
Because the Janata Party had a strong landiord lobby controlling
the party.

The Janata Government broke its plighted word to other
sections as well. In its Election Manifesto, it accepted bonus as
deferred wage but it refused to grant it to the railway workers and
other Central and State Government employees. Its bonus
statement constituted an open repudiation of its electoral promise.

It imposed a reactionary incomes and wages policy—the
Boothalingam Committee report-—on the workers and employees,
a policy which was directly contradictory to what it had stated in
its Electton Manifesto. ‘

It attacked the bonus agreement with the employees of the LIC
as the Congress Government did and pursued dilatory tactics
when its game was upset by the Supreme Court. It looks upon the
employees as high-wage i1slands—as the Indira regime did—and
1s mtent on reducing their DA and other emoluments.

In the public sector as elsewhere it sought to follow a policy of
wage-freeze—or nominal wage increase, and a policy of cut in
DA to reduce the wage earnings of the workers. y |

[ts State Governments have introduced draconian rules to crush
the movements of their employees and prescribed barbarous
punishments for so-called illegal strikes. The Janata Government
at the Centre 1ssued an Ordinance to crush the RBI employees’
strike, and another to withhold the repayment of CIDS amounts.

It introduced the notoricus Industrial Relations Bill and the
Companion Bill on teachers and hospital staff to stifle the trade

......
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anion movement and refused to withdrgw them Flespite thebvimitelzjl
opposition of the trade union organisations. Strikes wﬂe_re ;mf}?d
.1 the States ruled by the Janata Party while lock-outs mcrea:lz,t, .
The managements were given a free hand to.curb the workers.
Under its rule, the big traders were fleecing the people f1ree'l)i
and without hindrance. Immediate reli:ef to the people, so far as
prices of necessary of life, was possible had the Jangta Party
embarked upon nationalisation of th:')lesale trade in these
commodities and taken possession of available stocks.

Planning Dismantled |
The Janata Party Government has virtually dismantled all
anning in the name of rolling plan.

pldf}]l?;n%z::ata Party Government like the previous Congress
Government, believed 1n greater aid from the W(}rlld Bank and-
accepted its prescription—greater freedgm to the pmfa-te seclglr,
more concessions and invitations o multlnatlol}als; less role to the
public sector; reliance on eXports; libelralisat}:}n of competitive
imports; acceptance of global tenders 1n India .for _Goverpm{en{;
projects; joint concerns with Westem monopolists in India an

outside, in Third World countries. N

How is it that the results of Janata Party's policies are Fhe same
.5 those of the Indira Congress? Because both parties hq:ve
accepted the capitalist path of development for the Indian
3“;3?11;)’{8 the capitalist path? It bases itself on rpaintaining the
pre-capitalist land relations which obstruct the rapid development

- my.
o ;?E;:ec;niﬁselyf on the private sector and priV’flte profit in industry
and subordinates the public sector to the profiteering needs of the

private sector. o | -
It relies on loans from Western capitalist countries whic

mortgage the economy of the country and impose a slow -ra}qkof
growth. The capitahst path increasingly narrows the home market
and leads to economic crisis, growing poverty of th? peop‘le Et:!‘ld
accumulation of wealth and resources by a few big capitalists

and landlords.
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The various plans of the Congress and the Janata Governments
are based on these postulates and inevitably produce poverty for
the people and concentration of wealth in the hands of a few
monopolists.

The Janata Government indulged in glib talk about
decentralisation. But it refused to expand the powers of the States
and grant autonomy to the States though this was urgently
necessary 1n the interest of the unity of the country and
democracy, The Janata Party also carried out a policy of
surreptitious imposttion of Hindi on the non-Hindi regions thus
disrupting the unity of the country.

No wonder, the last two years heaped suffering upon suffering
on the people. The very electoral victory of the people aganst
dictatorship now bacame a weapon of imposing misery on them.

Almost from 1ts inception, people witnessed the sordid
spectacle of mner-fight, fight amongst the top leaders of the party,
bringing the administration and tmplementation of policies to a
standstill. . People groaned under high prices, unemployment,
atrocities on Haryans, massacre of Mushims—but the Janata
leaders had no time to deal with them. They were callously busy
settling accounts with each other.

RSS-Jana Sangh Takes Over

This was reflection of a development mnimigal to democracy,
secularism and the unity of the country. The most well-organised
‘constituent of the Janata Party, the Jana Sangh-RSS combine with
its anti-democratic and authoritarian 1deology of Hindu
chauvinism began to take control of the party and ‘the
Governments, isolating the Sociali$ts and other supporters of
secularism and eastng out its former BLD partner.

The RSS-Jana Sangh combine, out for grabbing pewer, started
open disintegration of the Janata Party. Its members worked
against Janata Ministries in States not dominated by the
Jana Sangh. |

They tried to topple the Ram Naresh Yadav Mimistry in U.P,
and joined hands with the Congress(l) to vote against their own
Ministry; they again joined hands with the Congress(l) to topple
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the Karpoori Thakur Ministry in Bihar; they again toppled th.e
Devi Lal Ministry in Haryana which was not under their
domination. And by easing out other sections the RSS-Jana Sangh
combine was preparing to take exclusive control of the Central
Governmen( keeping Morarji Desai as a f1 gure-hcad.

The dominating influence of RSS ideology was seen in the
lcadership's stand on the Aligarh and Jamshedpur rots. |

The RSS leader in Aligarh was directly involved in the
murderous riots but the leadership gave a clean bill to the
organisation and suppressed the report made by a Janata leader
which exposed the local RSS leader.

A RSS MLA was actually involved in the Jumshedpur riots but
no steps were taken against him. N

The same callous attitude was revealed 1n relation to atrocties
on Harijans which went on increastng without being_pux?i{;thl.
These happenings led to the loss of confidence of the minorities m
the Government. |

Reject The Janata Party

What was the meaning of the RSS-Jana Sangh attempts to
monopolisc Stale and organisational powcr? Behind the tacade
of Janata, this rcactionary group was taking over the
Governmental machinery to run it along anti-democratic,
communal and authoritarian lines. A communal outlook can never
be democratic.

The RSS-Jana Sangh combine docs not only represent a
communal outlook; it represents the feudal caste outlook of
orthodoxy; cconomic inequality; the domination of upper castes
over land: the monopolisation of jobs by the higher castes: the
concentration of ruling power in the higher castes of Hindu
society. In the struggle between the privileged and downtmddan‘
castes the combine identifies itself with the former. 1t is because of
this that atrocitics against the Harifans have increased under the
Janata regime. This means a complete authoritarian outlook.

The RSS-Jana Sangh combine. besides, is opposed to the
democratic demand of more powers for the States and stands for
greater centralisation.
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The combine stands for imposing Hindi as the natignal
language on the non-Hindi regions.

The combine believes in free enterprise and is opposed to the
growth of the public sector.

The present Janata 1s not the Janata for which the people voted
enthusiastically in 1977 (o defeat the authoritarian forces of Indita
Gandhi. [t is a Jana Sangh-RSS dominated organisation acting
undcr the facade provided by Sri Jagjivan Ram and some former
Socialist leaders. It has not got the courage to disown the RSS
casteist, communal and anti-democratic ideology.

Along with the Congress (I), this Janata must be rejected at the
polls decisively and without hesitation.

Shocking Corruption And Jobbery

Nothing has shocked the conscience of the common man more
than the corruption stories at the top of society. Never before did
the people witness such a sordid spectacle of venality and misuse
ol official power to protect family intercsts as during the
Indira regime.

The Shah Commission uncovered some of the scandals. The
report of the Gupta Commission on Maruti affairs has further
exposed to the people the deep recesses of corruption and jobbery
associated with Indira's regime.

'The son of the Prime Minister was given all privileges. Interests
of the Defence department were disregarded. Licence was given
though the conditions of the licence wete not fulfilled. Huge bank
loans were given and officials who were unwilling 1o sanction
such loans were threatened with victimisation.

Both mother and son assured the people that the carwould be
indigenous. But Sanjay fitted a smuggled German engine into the
car, and passed 1t off as indigenously produccd.

And in all this, Indira, according to the Commission, directly or
indirectly musused her ofticial power to promote her son's
interests, Officials who would not do her bidding were harassed.
Parhament was given mislcading information. The entire regime
15 revealed as a cesspool of corruption.
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But corruption invaded the Janata Party also. Kanti Desai’.a';
exploits were related on the floor of the joya Sabha. F_\nd MDI’HI’]I
rook the same partisan attitude towards his son as Indira did. |

Some Janata Chief Ministers have been accused of corruption
by their party members. Another's son 1s accuscd of using
blackmarket mongey. |

This all-pervading corruption rtuns through the entire
sdministration, weighs on the common man and acts as .an‘
additional source of heavy illegal taxation. Following the Chiet
Ministers, every official wants to have his cut. Neither of thﬁe (wo
big bourgeois-landlord parties can give a clean administration to
the people.

The CPI(M) calls upon the people to wage a relentless war
against corruption, for a clean and fair administration. It calis

upon them to- defeat the two partics whose regimes have been
corrupt to the core.

Crisis Of Education

As under the Congtess regime, under the Janata Government
also, collecges and universities arc closed for months; univers.ity
campuses are occupied by the police; students and teachers alike
are humilijated and arrested. Thousands of students are unable to
take their annual examinations. Results of examinations are
postpond for months. Favouritism runs rampant in marking the
students in examinations.

The educational system is in the throes of a deep crisis. Thirty
years of Congress rule and similar policies foliowed by the Janata
Government in education have led to a situation where the whole
system is reaching a State of collapse. A democratic and scientific
educational system affording equal opportunities to the common
people remains a distant goal. Even the Constitutional directive to
provide universal compulsory education for all children up to
14 vears is nowhere near attainment. The content of education 1s
irrelevant to the needs of the toiling people and the country's
development. While the bulk of the children who enrol for primary
education drop out due to poverty before completing the primary
stage, even those who complete secondary school are sought to be
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deprived of access to higher education. Unable to provide
employment to the educated millions, in recent years Government
ts drastically curtailing enrolment in higher education. In the last
two years efforts have been made by Hindu communal elements to
introduce anti-secular ideas in the teaching syliabi.

The CPI(M) stands for a complete overhaul of the educational
system, doing away with elitist colonial lcgacies like public
schools, introduction of the mother-tongue as the medium of
mstruction at all levels of education and revision of the syllabus at
all levels to make it genuinely scientific and secular and vocation-
oriented. The CPI(M) stands opposed to the policics of the
Congress and the Janata of restricting university education which
ts nothing but a class measure to stifle discontent. The educational
apparatus must be continuously expanded to meet the rising
expectations of the millions to acquire sccondary and higher
cducation. For this the first step is to strengthen primary education
and, secondly, ensurc free education up to the secondury stage.
The CPI(M) would also ensure a democratic language policy by
scrapping the three-language formula. The CPI(M) stands for
democratisation of education by making education once again a
State subject, removing 1t from the Concurrent List. It would also
strive to remove the stranglehold of the private vested interests in
cducational institutions by involving people's representatives and
democratic organisations of teachers, students and employees n
the running of these bodics,

The Three Combinations

The split in the Janata Party has lgd to the formation of the
Janata(S). Democratic and sccular elements in the former Janata
Party took up the fight against the RSS domination and its
idcology and demanded an end to dual membership. These forces
had to quit the Junata Party which had gone under the mfluence of
the RSS-Jana Sangh combine.

Another scction finding that their organisation and the
Government were being captured by the RSS-Jana Sangh
depriving them of their share of power also took up the fight
against RSS domination.

T

Election Manifesto Of CPI(M) For 1950 .. .. 17

These together formed the Janata(S).

The revolt of the secular democratic clements inside the Janata
Party and certain parallel devclopments within the .Co_ngress
(including the revolt of Devraj Urs and other c-lcmc-nr[s inside the
Coneress(I) itself) have created a new situation 1n which there are
{hreg instcad of two major parties or combinations ol parties,
which arc contending for power and seeking the support of the
eleetorate in the forthcoming election to the Seventh Lok Sabha. -

On the onc hand i1s the Congress(l) whose leaders do not
conceal their determination to bring the Emergency regime back,
claiming that only a strong Government can bring stal?i']ity to the
country which had been brought to chaos and instability by the
Janata rule. N

On the other is the Janata Party which, though sull containing
such secular democratic forces as the former Soctalists, the
Congress(O), and the CFD headed by Jagjivan Ram, 1s under the
tron grip of the RS5-Jana Sangh combine. |

Opposed to both 1s the combmation of the elements h'm‘n the
former Congress Party who are opposed to Indira and the forces
opposed to the RSS-Jana Sangh combine from the Tanata Party
who are today known as the Janata(S).

Support Janata(S)-Congress Combination |

The CPI{M) has no hesitation to choose, appeal to the people to
choose, the formation headed by the Janata(S) and the Congress
which is electorally ranged against the authoritarian Congress(I)
and the RSS-Jana Sangh-dominated JTanata. Tt 1s happy to note that
several other Left and democratic partics are adopting the same
posttion and putting their weight in favour of this formation with a
view to defeating the other two.

The CPI(M) is conscious of the class limitations of this political
tormation. Many of those who arc in its teadership were part and
purcel of either the former authoritarian Congress regime or of the
subsequent Janata reghme. Their record as executors of Congress
and Janata policies should make cvery left-minded individual,
group, organtsation and party wary of the policies that are likely to
be pursued by this political formation when it 1s voted nto power.
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The CPI{M). however, takes note of the fact that these jeaders
are today ranged against the two evil forces of authoritarianism
represented by the Congress(I) and communalism represented by
the RSS-Jana Sangh combine, which the people must defeat at
all cost. |

It would, therefore, be in the interests of the Left movement, the
organised movements of the working people, to help this politcal
formation win the electoral contest and form a Government. Such
an outcome of the election will be a hcavy blow struck
simultancously against authoritartanism and communalism.

Record Of Left Front Governments

The CPI{M) is proud to put before the people the record of its
West Bengal and Tripura Ministries. Let anyone compare and
contrast the achievements of these (wo Ministries with the Janata
and Congress Ministries and draw the lesson. | ,

In West Bengal, since the inception of the Ministry, democratic
rights of the people have been fully restored. Police mtervention
in mass struggles was stopped Right to strike is fully ensured. The
bonus struggle of the workers, the struggle for wage revision was
directly helped by the Ministry acting in the interest of the people.
The resistance of the big jute barons was broken and wage-nsc
secured for the workers. The West Bengal Ministry responded to
the demands of the State Government cmp]ny'ees, rescinded alt
victimisation measures extending over a decade, provided for
restoration of jobs with payment of pay arrears and granted
recognition to the employees' uniorn.

Outstanding has been the achicvement of the Ministry on the
agrarian front, wherc legislation has been passed and loyally
implemented to protect the peasangagainst the depredations of the
landlord, to secure his title to the land.

The Land Holding Bill, 1979, recently passcd by the Lelt Front
Government of West Bengal, is another bold step towards radical
land reform. By this Bill, the fcudal rent system i% being replaced
by a more rational and cquitable system of levy on landholding
based on fertility of soil, type of crop produced, proximity to the
markcting centre and other advantages of the landholding.
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Landholdings up to a value of Rs. 50,000 are exempted. Thus all‘
‘he small and marginal holdings numbering about 45 lakhs out of
4 total 52 lakhs of holdings will be exempted from any levy. The
cemaining seven lakhs holdings will have to pay levy on a
1_)1-og:‘essivcly higher rate for higher siabs. The wealth accumu-
iated by the richer section of the peasantry will thus be ploughed
hack for national development.

" The immense faith generated in the peasant masses 1S NOW
manifested in a huge risc in the membership of the Kisan Sabha.

The Congress and the Janata Governments believe 1
suppressing mass organisations for their own safety. The CPI(M)-
led Ministry considers it 1ts duty to help and promote the building
of mass organisations to defend the interests of the downtrodden.

[s there any State where the food for work programme has been
ymplemented with 50 much benefit to the rural masses? Is there
any other State which, faced with unpreccdented tloods, could
ench relief materials to every affected area in thc shortest
possible time? This was accomplished because the State
Government employees were inspired (o work day and night for
the affected people. No wonder the panchayat elcctions gave
(thwmping victory to the West Bengal Left alliance—an expression
of the peasants' mighty confidence in the CPI(M).

In the State of West Bengal thanks to the policies pursued by
our Party—-policies of lighting the vested interests, defending the
masses, expanding democratic tights—the forces of authori-
arianism led by the Congress(l) have been isolated and ther
strength erippled. The forces of communalism have been checked
from the beginning. |

The CPI(M)-led Left Ministry stands as the bastion of anti-
authoritarian forces, of anti-communal forces, of the interests of -
the masses and their rights and liberties.

Long-Standing Tribal Demand Satisficd

The same proud record our Party claims in Tripura where our
Ministry has to work in the most difticult situation. The Tripura
Ministry has met the long-standing demand of the oppressed
tribals—the demand for an Autonomous Tribal District. ‘The
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Ministry would have liked to go much further but the present
Constitution would not permit it. '

No previous Ministry could dare think of granting this demand.
And now the Janata, the Congress and others are rousing Bengali
chauvinism to fight the Tripura Ministry.

The Tripura Ministry has taken a series of measures for the
reliet of the tribals, for the restoration of their lands. for education
and jobs for them.

While implementing its election pledges, the Left Front
Government in Tripura has given highest priority to allotment of
Government khas land to the landless agriculturists; the small and
marginal farmers do not have to pay any land revenue; all
Government and private debts have been written off, education
has been made free for all up to Class X1I: the rc-organised co-
opcrative socicties have largely replaced the village moneylenders
and unscrupulous middlemen; in fighting the recent
unprecedented drought, the clected panchayats have been given
powers and tunds to launch a massive food for work programme
offering employment to more than a lakh of distressed rural
unemployed people.

Above all, pecople have given the fullest democratic rights, at all
levels; police intervention in mass struggles has been ended: this
1s why the masses could successfully fight the menace of Bengah
chauvinism (the Amra Bangalee movement) and separatist tribal
disruption (of the Tripura Upajati Juba Samiti) and wther types of
conspiracies hatched from time to time by the reactionary circles
of the vested interests.

Task Of Left Forces

T'he Communist Party of India (Marxist) calls upon all the Left
and democratic parties and forces—the PWP, the CPL. RSP
Forward Bloc. the Socialists who have,left the Janata and the
Socialists in the Janata, Republican Party of India, Akali Dal.
AIADMK and others—to work together with a single will 1o
defeat the forces of authoritarianism led by the Congress(1) and
the torces of communalism led by the Janata Party. *

It 1s their common task to mobilise all the forces apposed to
these two reactionary parties, it is their duty towards democracy (o
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help the Janata(S)-Congress combination to defeat the two
reactionary forces. o

The CPI(M) appeals to the Janata{S)-Congress combination to
avoid mutual conflicts so that the anti-authoritanan, anti-
communal vote is not split. o

It is the special task of the Left forces and Left parties in the
countty Lo spearhead this battle, to unite the anti-authoritarian and
anti-communal vote and. ensure the defeat of the Congress(i)

and Janata.

Strengthen Left And Democratic Forces

The vital battle for democracy will be definitely won with a
powerful mandate, if the Left and democratic forces star}d
toeether, overcome all other considerations and present a solid
aj};i)oéitjbn' (o the authoritarian and communal reactionaries.

Though the Left and democratic forces are not strong enough to
offer a viable alternative at this stage, it 1s absolutely essential that
their candidates win the election in large numbers, that their
strength inside the Lok Sabha increases substantially and their

‘influence over the people 1s strengthened.

Without this, the post-election baitle for democracy and against
dictatorship cannot be carried on cffectively. Without this the new
Parfiament will lack the real strength and power to resist the
onslaught of reaction. |

The CPI(M), hence, urges the Janata(S)-Congress combination
to understand the vital role of the Left forces in the elections and
make it easy for them to carry on the common battle. It should do
nothing to impair the strength of the common struggle against the
forces of reaction. |

The CPI(M), therefore, calls upon the people to vote for its
candidates in all Stales. The CPI(M) has distinguished itself as the
most  consistent fighter against  authoritananism, against
communalism; it has, through its Ministries and mass struggle,
proved itself to be the most consistent fighter against the vested
Interests and in defence of the interests of the masses. The CPT(M)
spearhcads the Left forces, the opposition (o the dark forces of
authoritarianism and communalism. Success of 1ts candidates
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means success for the most consistent force fighting the two evils,
defending the cause of the people and democracy.

The CPI(M) calls upon the people to vote for the candidates of
the Left and democratic parties in all States, The CPI(M) calls
upon the people to bring complete victory to the candidates of the
Left alliance in West Bengal and Tripura.

The elections must provide a massive mandate for the Lett and
democratic torces.

Assurance To People

The CPI(M) congratulates our pcople on the struggles they
have waged during the last two years in detence of their interests.
In these struggles the rural masses, the working class, the

employees, the students, the teachers, professors, doctors and’

nurses have braved repression, humiliation and imprisonment.
But the indomitable will of our peoples, of our working class,
could not be suppressed. These struggles have advanced the causc
of democracy and obstructed the ruling party's progress towards
authoritarianism.

But nothing can match the sufferings of the Harijjans—the
killings, burnings of houses and raping of women. Nothing can
also match the sufferings of Muslims during communal riots when
a campaign of murder and pillage 1s launched against them with
the administration abetting the wave of crimes. The courageous
fight put up by the Harjjans and Muslims constitutes a piece ot
glorious resistance.

The CPI(M) assures thc people that it will continue to fight
against these tyrannies inside and outside Parhament.

Programme For Advance

The CPI(M) firmly believes that the problems of poverty and
unemployment cannot be solved without socialisation of the
means of production; without abolition of all exploiters and
establishment of Socialism.

Democracy cannot be defended, authoritarianism cannot be
fought without removing the stranglehold of the vested intereslts
on our economy and ensuring living conditions for the people.
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Secularism cannot be defended, communalism cannot be
fought without assuring economic rights ot our pcople.

Without attacking the freedom of exploitation of the
multinationals, the big capitalists and landlords, the country
cannot march forward nor save itself from dictatorship. The
CPI(M) puts forward the following programme before the people:

(1) Total dismantling of the authortarian framework
troduced in the Constitution during the Emergency; dcletion of
the existing provision in the Constitution for preventive detention;
President’s power to declare Emergency (o operate only in case of
an outbreak of war; right to recall and proportional representalion
to be provided in the Constitution; voting age to be brought down
to cighteen years.

(2) Basic changes in the Constitution to eliminatc the grip of
the big bourgeois-landlord classes over the State and the power of
the bureautracy; provision to kecp fundamental rights of the
people beyond the mischief of the Government or the ruling party;
complete guarantee of freedom of the Press.

(3) Inclusion of the right to work as a fundamental right 1n the
Constitution.

(4) New constitutional provisions to expand the powcers of the
State and guarantee their autonomy. Residuary powers to be with
the States. Articles 356-360 of the Constitution dealing with
President's rule in the States to be deleted. Drastic reduction of the
Concurrent List. |

(5) For planned and independent development of the national
economy free from dependence on impcrialist aid; tncreased role
for public ownership.

(6) For a consistent struggle against domination of the World
Bank; against invitations to multinationals and other policies
which lead to economic dependence of the country, for
nationalisation of foreign monopoly concerns, immediate
moratorium on foreign debt payments.

(7) For nationalisation of Indian monopoly concerns.

(8) Tor a just and equitable incomes-and-wages policy based
on provision of minimum conditions like need-based wage to
the mass of people and reduction of the monstrous disparity
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in incomes of the big capitalists and landlords and the muss of

pcople.
(9) Against inflation, deficit financing and heavy taxation and

high prices: for drastic reduction of prices of necessaries and their

guarantced distribution; nationalisation of wholesale (rade in
Nnecessares,

(10} For abolition of landlordism; for enactment of radical land
reforms ensuring land to the agricultural labourers and to the poor
peasants gratis; for anti-eviction measures: guaranteed fajr prices
for the peasants' produce; supply of cheap credit and subsidised
inputs to the mass of the peasantry.

(11) For guarantced fair wage for the agricultural labourers:
allotment of free house-sites for the agricultural labourers and the
rural poor and cancellation of their debts and liberal provision for
chcap and consumption loans: for adequate educational facilitics
for them.

(12) For a massive plan for full employment (0 the rural
unemployed, and pending it, unemployment relief.

(13) For need-based minimum wage tor the working class: for
bonus for all; against wage-freeze, lock-outs, lay-offs, and closure
ot mills; for taking over all closed mills and concemns for full trade
untons rights; for full democratic rights to the Central and State
Government cmployees; abolition of the police verification
system; against all anti-working-class legislations: for full
employment, and pending employment, relief to the unemployed;
against introduction of automation and other measures
aggravating unemployment.

(14) For immediate introduction of free cducation up to the
secondary stage in all States. Provision of hostel facilities and full
scholarships for all needy students; right of students to participate
In the management of educational institutions and academic
bodies for thorough-going reforms.

(15) For radical changes in educational making it democratic,
secular und scientific.

(16) For drastic steps against those who indulge in outrages
agamnst the Scheduled Cast®s and Scheduled Tribes; for
tmmediate steps to put an end to the economic and social
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pression of these people by landlords, contractors, traders, and
Op P

At 1zed from them.
egtoration of land selze | o
N (17) For reservation of job and educational ’mulmm. to
Harijans, tribals backward castes; Hargan converts to Buddhism

and other religions should not be deprived of these facilities.

(18) For safeguarding the rights_of Muslim 1nin?rit1§s; afga;n'st
any discrimination in employmgnt in Government services and n
t’:d;,lCiltiDHa} institutions and against Urdu. o N f

(19) Equality of all Indian languages: aga?r{at imposition o
Hi,ﬁdi on non-Hindi-speaking pcople; Recggnltlon ol: Urdufasha
second State language in States where a sizeable S*Edfn ];) Ltie
people speak Urdu; mclusion of Nepali language n the Eighth

‘hedule of the Constitution.

St?zeg;ll;iqual sltatus for women jn society; qu anf;i ﬁth{;r
opportunities for them; guarantee of eqﬁual wages in ag:nf:u urm,C
industry and services, and .effectl.ve 1mplemenmt'1ct:}n q aq
legislations in this regard; equal rights wnt!] men In sucfh mi;e'ri L
inheritance of property, enforcement of marriage and divorce

laws: removal of ban on married woman in certain types of jobs;
S I I

adequate health and maternity services, especially in tea gardens;
creches to help working mothers. | ‘ "

(21) Steps to counter the spl:eadmg of _dff:czldent‘ ‘Lll tu{xi‘;e,
pornographic literature, etc., wilh‘ 1F.~; dehurpamsmg effu.,t_ on .'ei
youth especially, lcading to victous Crimes and ant1_~?0c1¢:j
activities: all necessary measurcs to foster democralic an
progressive literature, art and cultprc. | .

(22) Contiguous arcas with a sizcable tribal populatm]} shou ]
be declared as Scheduled areas and there should.bc CD]TSIIILIUDI}EI
provisions for conferring regional autonomy in such F:orppact
tribal areas so that there may be regional Goverpments within the
State concerned to look after the economic, PDIIII]CHI, cultural an.c!
linguistic development of the tribal Adivasm‘, and fulil e{:O@mm
usstistance may be provided for removil_'] g their ba;kwqrdnebf»._

(23) Ending of the indiscriminatc import of fDI'EIg]‘l.ItELhnO;‘
logy, especially from the multinationals, muchito thsﬁ—:T d{_:._l:_r?n_let]tt cli
mdigenous rescarch and development. .u_ducatmnal infrastructu t;:
and design and engineering capability; all encouragemen
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to scientists and research workers to develop indigenous
technology.

Forcign Policy

(24) The CPI(M) considers that the policy of non-alignment
should be considered as an integral part of the struggle for
freedom, peace, democracy and Socialism. A foreign policy based
on anti-impertalism and friendship with the Socialist countries
strengthens our national independence and serves our national
interests. The CPI{M) expresses full solidarity with the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam and stands for the recognition of the Heng
Samrin Government in Kampuchea, The CPI(M) stands for
consistent support to the Third World countrics in their struggle
against impernalism and for national liberation.

The CPI{M) stands for consistent supporl (o the Arab people 1n
their struggle against Israeli aggression: and for the right ot the
people of Palestine to have their own State, It lends [ull support to
the frecdom struggle of the African people against impenalism,
aparthcid and racial domination. It supports the heroic struggle of
the people of Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa.

The CPI(M) demands strengthening of the Indo-Soviet Treaty
of Friendship and calls for normalisation of relations with
People’s China and friendly and closer ties. It stands for friendly
relations with India's neighbours—PPakistun, Bangladesh, Nepal
and Sr1 Lanka and others—and supports the peoples ot these
countries in their struggle for democracy.

The Janata Government continucd to uphold the Treaty of
Friendship with the USSR and was prepared to restore normal and
friendly relations with People's China. At the same time, by
mserting a fallacious and opportumist sslogan of “genuine non-
ahgnment”, the Janata Government raiscd suspicions about ils
real intention.

Praising the Janata Government and offcring it more economic
aid and extolling 1ts pragmatism, the US impenalists attempted to
enmesh India in an unti—natlonal derogatory agreement on nuclear
progress and usc of nuclear devices tor peaceful purposes. The
unilateral declaration by Janata Prime Minister Morarpi Desat

Wl cmemr e e e e e s
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surrendering the use of nuclear explosion [or peaceful purposes
compromised national honour and interests* and exposed lh‘e tilt of
"genuine” non-alignment. On issucs like the Isracli-Egypt
agreement and compromise, the Janata Govemment .u.)ok a
position inconsistent with national interests and opposition o
crialism.

ll]]"l:li;zag;PI(M) calls upon the people to lend their full support to
this programme. The CPI(M) calls upon all'Left anq demgcratlc
forces to endorse the programme and make 1t rallying point for
the widest electoral upsurge against dictatorship and communal
reactionaries.

The people cannot march forward, the country cannot aclvzmpc
without a transformatory programme of this kind, and 1ts

implementation. "
The CPL(M) assures that its members chosen by the people wi

fight for the above programme, remain faithful to then1 ‘and
continue to battle for their interests whatever the opposition from

the vested Interests.



Polit Bureau Statement on
Afghanistan
Foil the Game of U.S. Imperialists™®

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) has
issued the following statement to the Press on January 1, 1980:

It 1s with deep concern that the Polit Bureau of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) views the attitude of the country’s
Caretaker Government and leaders of political partics like the
Congress (I} and Janata to the developments in Afghanistan
during the last few days.

When the Afghan people, led by the People’s Democratic Party
and with the support of the revolutionary elements in the defence
forces, overthrew the tyrannical Daoud regime in April 1978, and
sct up a new people’s democratic regime tn Afghanistan, India
was among the tirst to welcome the new revolution and recognise
the new Government.

The new regime has since then been exerting efforts to change
the face of the old feudal and pre-feudal Afghanistan. It embarked
on far-reaching land reforms abolishing landlordism and giving
land to the cultivator, and took other measures for the benefit of
the people.

All this had met with resistance from the reactionaries in the
country who were not prepared to give up the privileges they had
enjoyed tor long. These elements organised counter-revolutionary
armed activities against the new regime with the full backing
mainly of the U.S. imperialists and the militar}'f dictatorship of
Pakistan. These elements were being trained in camps in Pakistan
and armed and set back to carry on their counter-revolutionary
activities inside Afghanistan. U.S. military experts had visited

5
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Pakistan and even some areas of Afghanistan to oversce the
training and activities of the counter-revolutionarics. A leader of
these elements had also visited the United States to step up the
plot to overthrow the peoplc’s democratic regime.

This was virtual imperialist aggression on Afghanistan with
internal counter-revolutionaries as their tools. It is in this situation
that the Government in Kabul, to defend the gains of the
April revolution, territonal integrity, national independence, and
maintaining peacc and sccurtty, invoked the Treaty of Friendship
with the Soviet Union of December 5, 1978, and approached the
Sovict Union with the msistent request lor urgent political, moral
and economic aid, including military aid.

The Sovict Union, as has been made clear from Moscow,
responded to this request of the Government of Afghanistan both
in accordance with the Treaty of Fricndship and Article 51 of the
U. N. Charter. And the Soviet Union has also made it clear that its
help to Alghanistan 1s to rebuff the aggressors and the counter-
revolutionaries supported by them and not directed against any
of Afghanistan’s neighbours which are also the Soviet Union’s
netghbours.

To come n opposition to this Soviet help to Afghanistan is to
vive an alibi to the U.S. imperialists and the Pakistani military
dictatorship.,

The USA has already lifted the ban on sending arms to Pakistan
and over a hundred million dollars worth of aggressive weapons
and equipment are to be immediately despatched to Pakistan. This
comes n the wake of the feverish U.S. imperialist preparation in
the whole of the Gulf and West Asian region with massive
Increase of naval forces, getting ready the instant intervention
foree, ete.

This is a time when the non-alignment movement and India, as
a part of it, have to come out in the strongest opposition to the
.S, imperialists and their henchmen. The Caretaker Government
Which rightly points out that U.S. arms to Pakistan pose i threat to
India, instead of opposmg the entire U.S. game in the region, has
“Ome out against the Sovict aid to Afghanistan, thus weakening its
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own hands in the struggle against the USA equipping Pakistan
with more and more arms.

Indira Gandhi has thoroughly exposed herself. Not only has she
disapproved of the Soviet support to Afghanistan, she has lakc_n
just this occasion to come out against the Iramian people 1n ther
struggle against U.S. imperialism even going to the extent of
opposing the trial of the deposed Shah who has committed
monstrous crimes against the Iranian People. What value can be
attached to Smt. Gandhi’s constant talk against the CIA and U.S.
imperialism.

The Polit Bureau calls on the people to be fully conscious of the
manoeuvres and machinations of U.S. imperialism in the region,
which also threaten our country, and come out in full opposition to
it. The P.B. also called on them to be aware that those who are
making the Soviet Union the target of their attack are screening
the U.S. imperialists and are ignoring the danger to our country
from U.S. imperialism and its henchmen.

The people of Afghanistan and their people’s democratic
regime are striving their utmost to extend the gains ot the
April revolution and prevent the reactionaries from staging a
come-back. They deserve all our solidarity and support al
this hour.

On Poll Verdict and
Post-Election Situation*

‘Statement Issued by The Polit Bureau of CPI(M)

on January 10, 1980

The decisive victory of the Congress (I} has surprised all as it was
believed that none of the bourgeois-landlord parties would get a
majority. This success is due to the growing isolation and
dismtegration of the oppositional bourgeois-landlord parties.

In contrast stands the rout of the Congress (I} in West Bengal
and Tripura. The CP{M) warmly congratulates the pcople of
West Bengal and Tripura, the Left parties and our Party cadres on

this massive defeat inflicted on the forces of authoritarianism. The

West Bengal Left alliance headed by our Party has stood as a
bastion of anti-authoritartamsm and anti-communal forces.

The CPI(M) congratulates the people of Kerala, the democratic
alliance and our Party, in their success in wresting a majorily of
the parliamentary seats from the Congress ().

The Congress (T) and 1ts alhes have not only secured a
two-thirds majority in the new Lok Sabha, but the other two
bourgeois-landlord formations which made a bid for power at the
Centre are virtually routed. Except in States such as West Bengal,
Kerala and Tripura no viable alternative to the Congress (I} could
be presented before the electorate in any other State. The Indira
Congress exploited this situation fully and was able to swing the
clectorate in its favour in most of the States and regions, sccuring
a massive majority in the new Lok Subha. |

The massive Congress (I) victory was made possible by the
Organisational collapse of rival bourgeois-landlord parties who

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY ™. New Delhi, January 13, 1980,
Refer Document under lem No. 21 of this Volume covering Flections Reviews by the
Central Conunitiee of CPI{M).
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lost their credibility with the people because of their unending
internal squabbles. The Janata Party, before and during the
elections, failed to concentrate on the authoritarian danger and
concentrated on fighting the defectors, though tn the nitial stages,
it took important steps to restore democratic norms. The
economic sufferings imposed on the people during the Janata rule
went on increasing with cach Janata budget. The people were
victims of high prices which placed the essential necessities of life
like sugar, vegetables, onions, beyond the reach of the common
man. The prices showed a further spurt during the live months of
the Caretaker Government. There was no relief for the suffering
people. On the other hand repressive measures were taken against
them when they protested. The Janaty regime with its
mcompetence in the day-to-day admimstration was unable to
protect the citizens from anti-social elements. Dacoities, train
robberies, gangster attacks on people went on mounting. In those
conditions Indira Gandhi’s promise of stable Government was
bound to swing the people who were dally witnessing the
spectacle of Janata Icaders fighting each other.

The swing towards the Congress (1) was facilitated by the
Janata Party in many other ways. The Janata Party leadership
growingly succumbing to the RS§S-Jana Sangh outlook, isolated
itselt from the Muslim minority and the Hartjans agatnst whom
landlord attacks went on increasing. The flaunting of Jagjivan
Ram’s name could not decerve the people. Sizable scctions of the
Muslim minority went over to the Congress (I) after the
experience of the Aligarh and Jamshedpur riots. And so also the
Hartjans who had started moving away from the Janata as carly as
the 1977 Assembly elections. The RSS-Jana Sangh Hindu
chauvinist outlook further created a revulsion in the minds of the
progressive intelligentsia, The Left and Socialist clements n the
Janata should realise that a democratic party cannot be butlt on the
basis of ubandonment of secularism. R

Not onily the Janata but the Congress-Lok Dal parties also
facilitated the victory of Indira Gandhi. Instead of firm unity to

-
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fight authoritarianism, they started fighting amongst themselves.
The people failed to see in them a viable force capable of running
the Central Government. Unprincipled floor-crossings, petty and
factional squabbles, exaggerated claims for scats and above all a
callous attitude towards the sufferings of the people during the
five months of the Caretaker Government doomed the combina-
tion to failure. The situation was further impaired by the policy
statements, especially in relation to the working class and the
employees, emanating from Lok Dal lcaders.

The vote for the Congress (I) is an cxpression of the people’s
protest against the bankrupt policies of the Janata regime. Qur
Party, 1ls representatives including the Chief Ministers of West
Bengal and Tripura and leaders of our Party in Parliament, were
repcatedly warning the Janata Government that its anti-popular
policics were suppling ammunition to the Congress (I) and
offcring 1t an opportunity to re-establish itself among the people.
But these warnings went unheeded.

The election results show how the Janata Party and all its
constituents have been thoroughly isolated from the people
during the last three years. Their debacle is all the more striking in
States where they controlled the State Governments and where
they could have directly served the interests of the people. It is
obvious that in the States also the Janata leaders were ignoring the
pcople and feathermg their own nests. The Congress (I} as the
largest bourgeois-landlord party spread all over India was able to
exploit the situation and mislead the people into believing that i
was the only viable force capable of effectively administering the
Central Government. The big bourgeois Press also hclped the
parly to build this image. The Left and democratic forces being
weak except in three States were not in a position to make a bid
lor forming the Central Government. The swing is, therefore,
agamn towards the Congress (I) from other bourgeois-landlord
organtsations.

The victory of the Congress (I) by no means constifutes an
cndorsement of the Emcergency policies or the misdeeds of the
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Emergency regime. Though almost all the principal perpetrators
of excesses are returned to Parliament, the vote displays mainly a
repudiation of the Janata. In voting Lo get rid of the Janata, the
electorate has unwittingly played into the hands of a party whose
leadership has neither shed its authoritarian outlook nor given
assurances about its future behaviour.

The electoral victory might encourage the forces of
authoritarianism again to aticmpt at re-establishing the one-party
monopoly rule at the Centre and the States, a monopoly rule that
plagued the country for full three decades. The worst economic
crisis, with its rising prices and growing mass distress will be
exploited by the Indira Congress regime to ruthlessly enforce

anti-working class and anti-people policies—all under the

false pretext of restoring law and order and ensuring a stable
Govermnment at the Centre. All the Opposition parties, especially
the Left and democratic forces, which have been carrying on the
uncompromising struggle against the forces of authoritarianism
and dictatorship, must awaken (o the new dangerous develop-
ments and redouble their clforts in the struggle to defend
democracy and secularism.

The CPI(M) warns the people that the return to power of the
Congress (1) with the huge majority is again likely to lead to
consequences harmful for the people’s cause. The overwhelming
majority may be interpreted as a licence for arbitrary and
autocratic rule. The ascendance of the caucus and its henchmen
1n the party increascs ihe danger.

Today the nation once again stands at the crossroads. The
question is once more posed—will the Government elected with
massive mandate be kept on the path of democracy, observing
all the democratic norms and treating the confidence of the
people as a sacred trust or will it trcat the electoral mandate
a licence for arbitrary behaviour as in 19717 The danger can be
arrested only 1f the people, the democratic parties remain vigilant
and actively fight every attack on the dbmocratic rights of
the people.

|
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The present election itself shows that when the people have a
proper alternative before them they refuse to give a mandate to the
Indira Congress. In Kerala the democratic alliance could secure a
majority of the seats. In West Bengal and Tripura the Indira
Congress 1s routed. Why this big difference? In the three States
the Left forces are strong. The Left and democratic forces unitedly
faced the Congress (1) and Janata. The people gave the confidence
to an alternattve force committed to detend democracy and
defend people’s livelihood.

The lessons of West Bengal arc most striking. Here our Party
heading the Left Front Ministry had the major responsibility of
cuiding the administration. Whereas in the Janata-ruled States,
the ruling party because of its incompetence, sellishness and
callous behaviour towards the people, got isolated, handing over
thc masses once again to the Congress (I), in West Bengal deeper
ties were forged with the people leading to further isolation
of the authoritarian forces. This was rendered possible because
democratic rights were not only kept unimpaired but were
actually expanded by actively associating the people with the
elected panchayats and enforcing tenancy rights, implementing
tand reforms and carrying out exemplary relief work during the
tloods and the food-for-work programme through the elected
panchayats, the weight of the Government was thrown on the side
of the havenots and immediate reliel was given to broad sections
of the people.

In Tripura, the Left Front Government restored and expanded
the democratic rights of the people, restored to the tribal people
the land that had been alienated from them, enacted the legislation
for the sétting up of the District Autonomous Council for the
cOmpact tribal areas, distributed land to the landless, effectively
implemented the food-for-work and cloth programme,

It 1s no wonder then that people should give such a sweeping
victory to the Left alliance despite the fact that they had to put up
with lots of difficulties.

The CPI(M) calls upon the Left parties to strengthen their unity
and their hold over the people as only the consistent Left forces in
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alliance with other democratic forces can save the situation. The
unily of the Left forces including the CPT has already created a
favourable situation for further advance. |

It is more than ever necessary to strengthen the unity of the Left
and democratic forces and present a broad united front in defence
of democracy and people’s livelihood. All Left partics while
strengthening their unity must bend all their efforts to build the
unity of Left and democratic forces.

The CPI(M) calls upon all democratic parties and elements 1n
Parliament to combine and carry on a patient fight on behalf of
the masses and their rights. The very massive majority of the
ruling party demands unity of the Opposition forces to defend
democracy.

The CPI(M) also considers it urgently necessary that all mass
organisations are strengthened and united actions developed to
defend the interests of the people.

The issue of Centre-State relations, of ensuring more powers 10
the States, has assumed urgency. The Emergency witnessed the
overcentralisation of power at the Centre. The CPI{M) calls upon
all parties to defcat attempts to erode the powers ot the States,
topple Statc Ministries and reduce the State Governments to the
status of feudatories of the Centre. All parties must resist fresh
attempts to curtail the powers of the States.

The CPI(M) also wishes to stress the serious threat to the unity
of the country created by the activities of chauvinist forces helped
by reactionary foreign agencies. Even the election to the Lok
Sabha could not be conducted in Assam and partly also in
Meghalaya. This serious danger has to be eliminated and the unity
of the people and the country safeguarded by the Left and
democratic forces.

It is futile to think that the massive victory of the Congress (1)
can offer stability to the people. The Congress won a huge
majority in 1971 and the Janata a similar majority n 1977. But
neither could offer stability to the people. The CPI{M) warns that
no basic problem of the people can be solved despite the massive

majority of the Congress (1). The economic crisis, high prices,
4 #

On Poll Verdict and Post-Election Situation 37

ynemployment are problems solution to which require a different
class policy. The very people who voted for the Congress (1) will
soon find themselves in conflict with its policies. The sufferings
of the masses are likely to lead to widespread protests. The

struggle for democracy and livelihood will growingly merge

together. Let there be no wavering, no hesttation, to pick up the
challenge and continue the battle for defending democracy
against the onslaught of authoritarianism.

The Kerala Assembly election 1s coming in the wake of the Lok
Sabha election. Once again, the people of Kerala are being given
the opportunity to rebuff the attempt of the authoritarian forces to
stage a come-back in the State. The CPI(M) calls upon the people
of Kerala to defeat the forces of the Indira Congress alliance in
the coming election. The democratic alliance must mobilise all
its fighting forces to secure a complete victory for the alliance
and ensure the formation of a Government led by it. Another
rebuft to the Indira forces in Kerala will be a big victory for the

‘anti-authoritarian forces all over the country.




Polit Bureau Statement On Assam®*

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
expresses its grave concern over the prolonged crisis in Assam
which is witnessing an internecine strife undermining the unity
and integrity of the country. Becausc of this people of Assam could
not exercise their franchise and election for the Lok Sabha could
not be held. This 1s the first time since independence that an cntire
State was prevented from going to the polls along with the rest of
- the country.

A genuinely felt grievance of the people of Assam about the
influx of foreign immigrants has been exploited to undermine
national untty and rouse the worst feelings of local chauvinism.
The agitation for removing the names of foreigners from the
electoral rolls 1s now directed against the Muslim minority, and
other Indian citizens—Bengalis, Biharis, etc., settlcd in Assam.
This is an open repudiation of Indian citizenship, and denial of the
right of vote to non-Assamese citizens. Earlier in Assam and many
other States there was agitation for reserving jobs for Assamese
only, for 'sons of the soil". Now it scems franchise is to be exercised
only by the local people, marking an end of India's unity.

The P.B. calis upon all thinking people, all parties to come
forward to meet this grave challenge to the unity of our country
and explain to the people of Assam and other states, the dangerous
implication of the present agitation. At the same time all parties
should prevail on the Central Government to take effective steps
against further immigration, and allay the genuine fears of the

people of Assam. The removal of names and revision of rolls should

*
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take place according to the legal procedure and all arbitrary
pressures should be eschewed. It 1s the responsibility of the
Government and the democratic movement and parties in Assam
{0 assure the Muslim minority, the Bengalis and Biharis that therr
rights as Indian citizens will remain unimpaired. Without this there
is no India, no democracy. |

The CPI(M) warns all that the present agitation in Assam 18 bemg
cxploited by the enemies of our people, the imperialists and their
agency the CIA who are out to disrupt the unity of our cogntry.
The Project Brahmaputra Circular constitutes a standing witness
to the nefarious plan of the CIA for dismemberment of the country.

The CPI(M) warns that delay in tackling the situation will prove
extremely injurious. Already Meghalaya is getting affected with
the same disease and there is every danger that the entire belt of
border States may get affected posing a serious threat to India’s
integrity. It should be remembered that these are sensitive' areas
where important agencies have been operating for a long time to
drive a wedge between the people here and the rest of India.

The P.B. congratulates our Party comrades in Assam, and Dthel:
democratic and Left parties who continue to uphold the banner of
national unity and protect minorities, at grave risk to themselves.



Central Committee Resolution
On Assam*

Adopted in its Meeting held in New Delhi
on January 27-30, 1980

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) expresses its grave concern at the prolonged crisis in
Assam which has continued unabated since August 1979, causing
untold sufferings to the people of the State and creating serious

problems for the entire country, shaking the very basis of its unity
and nattonal integrity.

The C.C. takes note of the genuine grievances of the people of
Assam regarding the mflux of foreign nationals and their anxiety
that this may threaten their political and cultural identity as a
nationality, The worsening economic situation, high prices,
non-avatlability of jobs in view of Assam’s backwardness, and
the keen competition for jobs among different sections of the
people had already raised social tensions to a high pitch. These
probiems needed to be tackled by the Government of India for
finding a solution in the interests of the people of Assam and the
country as a whole, This the Government of India failed to do.

The C.C. notes with concern that this failure has been
exploited to divert the passions roused in the people to the path of
regional extremism, undermining national unity and disrupting
the entire democratic movement in the State. |

The agitation, starting with the demand of removal of names of
foreign nationals from the electoral rolls, under the circum-
stances, gradually turned into unbridled gftacks on linguistic and
religious minorities—Bengalees, Beharis, Nepalese and Muslims
i particular. Earlier there were agitations fos reserving jobs for
"sons of the soil", now the demand is (o restrict the franchise only
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to local people. This marks a grave threat to India’s unity. This
demand for denial of franchise to lakhs of ch'glble citizens of the
minority communities and groups s0on culmmated in laljge spa]e
violence against them 1n the course of \i:"hlch scores of 1nnocent
pcople have already lost their lives, villages have bf:en burr}t
down and over 18,000 people have been uprooted from their
hearth and home in a part of just one district.

These assaults on the rights, property and lives _Gf the
minorities hit directly at the very root of our democracy. It 15 not
merely strangulation of minority rights. The rempval of lakhs of
names from the voters’ list in an utterly un]awful anc! arbltrall'y
manner, the systematic attacks on political parties which are 1n
disagreement with the agitation, the continuous violence against
the activists and supporters of the CPI(M), SFI and trade unions,
particularly those under the influence of the CITU, Show beyond
doubt that the agitation is diverted against the advancing Left and
democratic movement. |

It is 2 matter of serious anxiety that the Hindu chauvinists and
the RSS are helping the spread of anti-minority fc:&:?ings.

The boycott of the Lok Sabha election resulted in the. enforced
olation of the democratic forces in Assam from those in the rest
of the country at a crucial time and thus brought grist to the mill
of those raising secessionist demands in the North-Eastern region.
This has now been followed up by direct action for stopping the
refining and supply of oil to the rest of the country, disrupting t.he
entire road transport system and supply of essential commodﬂgs
in the entire region. These activities, 1f allowed to continue w:wlll
provide a further impetus to the secessionist demand, rajsed time
and again in the North-Eastern region.

The C.C. cannot but take serious note, in this context, of the
machinations of impcrialist agencies, mainly the CIA pf the
United States, to incite separatist movements in the North-Eastern
region, and to rouse anti-Indian feelings through the Church and
ot‘idmr aoencies. in order to secure a base for their conspiracy
against thdia. They geared up their sinister activiti:es, Follown}g
the advance made by the Left and democratic forces 1n
West Bengal and Tripura, as the U.S. State Department’s sccret
circular on a so-called "Project Brahmaputra” has itself revealed.
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The current agitation in Assam endangers, above all, the future
of the people of Assam themselves and creates an extremely
complicated problem for the country as a whole.

All this constitutes a grave challenge to the unity of the
country and national integration.

The C.C. calls upon all right-thinking people and all parties to
rise to meet this challenge, and go to the aid of the people of
Assam at this hour of grave difficulty for them, so that a solution
may expeditiously be worked out for allaying the fears of the
Assamcse people by such measures as sealing the border to
prevent infiltration by foreign nationals and dealing with the
question of foreign nationals by lawful and constitutional means,
sateguarding linguistic minorities in Assam.

The C.C. urges upon the Government of India to move
urgently to restore peace and amity in Assam and take concrete
measures to solve the problems now plaguing the people of that
State. Any further delay in dealing with these problems will spell
disaster and provide valuable time to the enemies of the country
to spread the contagion to the entire region. The partial boycott of
the election in Meghalaya, followed by atrocities on the
minorities causing loss of life and property, portends the danger
that lurks behind these developments.

The C.C. appeals to all parties, which hold the unity and
integrity of the country to be the foundation of our progress, to
rise to defend the same from the assault of the disruptive forces in
the North-Eastern region.

The C.C. condemns the violence against the Party and attacks
on the activists and supporters of the ‘Party and mass
organisations led by it. Anti-communism, as well as these
terrornstic attacks on the Party, is being resorted to in order to
silence all opposition to anti-democratic and disruptive policies
and to cover up the real aims behind the current agitation in
Assam. The C.C. greets Party members and members and cadres
of CITU unions, the SFI, Kisan Sabha and the DYF, who, amidst
terror, are resolutely defending the democratic rights of the
people, the integrity of the country and the unity of all democratic
forces irrcspective of the community and natiofality to which

they belong, and the rights of the religious and hinguistic
minorities. ’
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The C.C. places on record its deep sense O.f sorrm;' %t ::sdl:ﬁi
that have been lost in this senseless campaign, an 1 {-.,;{ m .en;
deep sympathy to all those who have suffered losses of prop
, =avement in Assam.
dnEl[‘l?er.C. hopes and trusts that the People of Assalllm létigzzddggl
the umited effort of all the democratic forces in t T] e ane
outside. would be able to overcome the ordeal through w

State is passing at present.



Lok Sabha Elections And After*

bwtatement Dated February 1, 1980 Issued by The
Centra] Committee of CPI(M) in New Delhi

The follovwina :

offh]; ”g Q ‘ﬂng L.T the text of the statement of the Central Committee

Dol _-OMmmunist Party of India (Marxist) after its meeting in New
! from Jam,rary 27 to 30, 1980;

(Mzrfisgeitrzl _Committee 01‘: the Communist Party of India
Tripura and ?{f Its warm greetings (o the people of West Bengal,
and our g p'Ll'EllEf., the cadres of the Left qnd democratic parties
defeat on the ;‘my in the three .Stm?s ITOF having inflicted a massive
in the electiq orces of authoritarianism and rabid communalism
the Lefi and 'E to the Seventh Lok Sabha. The people of Kerala,
State have adq Zmo}z ratic Front and our own Party cadres in the
in the Sy, e kto it l_he achlievement of a hew alignment of forces
elections fél?;a ing it possible fo_r the victory in the Assembly
GO;lfmn{ﬁﬂl - :’;;stael.he formation of a Left and democratic
who ii:gt;zlr(iﬁm mittee greets the pcople il.l the rest of the country
authoritarian de CPI(M), other Left parties and all other anti-
been larga ian secular forces_. Though the seats won have not
authoritariqn ?umh_er’. the sizable vote polled against the
authoritarianciz Oorces 1s a guarantee that the advance of
The eleos h..m can b@ cl_leckmated.

the existence El I‘v’lctones i West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura, and
make it cleg, lhrt e three State Governmments headed by the CPI(M),
seen in the o at the advance of the forces of authoritarianism, as
'ctory of the Congress(I) in the rest of the country, can

be resisted i :
‘ if the forces of th t act uni it
aUtth’itﬂrian force. ¢ Left act umtedly to mobilise all the
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The C.C. expresses its sense of appreciation of the positive
attitude adopted by the leadership of the CPI in facilitating the
realignment of political forces in the direction of Left and
democratic unity. It also appreciates the helpful attitude adopted
by the leaders of the Congress, the Kerala Congress, the RSP and
the All-India Muslim Leaguc in Kerala with whose cooperation
the CPI(M) in Kerala was able to give a crushing defeat to the

Congress(I).

Underestimation

While expressing satisfaction at those positive features of the
results of the Lok Sabha and Kerala Assembly elections, the C.C,
cxpresses its grave concern at the overall results of the Lok Sabha
elections. The landslide victory secured by the Congress(l) and
the defeat of the Janata, the Lok Dal and the Congress in the Lok
Sabha elections have gone far beyond the worst fears of the
democratic forces.

It is obvious that the CPI(M) ulong with other Lcft and
democratic forces, undcrestimated the extent of isolation of the
Jahata Government and its successors Lok Dal-Congress Caretaker
Government resulting from the anti-people policies pursued by
them. Undercstimated also was the capacity of the Congress(I) to
take full advantage of the mistakes and failings of its opponents.
The C.C. assures all Party members, and the people generally, that
it will draw the necessary lessons from this.

The C.C. hopes that the leaderships, ranks and followers of the
Janata Party, the Lok Dal, the Congress and all other anti-
authoritarian parties would also draw lessons from the election
results. Tt appeals particularly to the leaders of the Janata, the Lok
Dal and the Congress to undertake a serious re-examination of the
policies pursucd by and the performance of their Governments and
organisational leaderships.

Warnings

The C.C. recalls, in this connection, that the CPI(M) had
repeatedly drawn the attention of the leaders of the Janata Party
and its Gavernment to the enormous harm done to the cause of the
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antt-authoritarian struggle by the anti-people policies pursucd by
them. The C.C. had also wamned that communal riots in many places,
particularly in Aligarh and Jamshedpur, in which the involvement
of the R5S-Jana Sangh was widely known, and the growing
atrocities on Harijans by upper-caste landlords were alienating the
Janata Party from the minority and the Scheduled Castes. Added
to this was the unseemly scramble for power by leaders of the
party which disgusted the people. These warnings, however, went

unheeded. The result was scen in the voting where the minority,

the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes who had given their
massive support to the Janata Party in 1977, by and large, now
swung to the Congress(I). Considerable sections of the democratic
masses were also disillusioned and were carried away by the central
slogan of the Congress(I) regarding its capacity Lo solve the
immediate problems of the people and (o provide a stable
Government,

Sharp Contrast

The record of the two Left Front Governments of West Bengal
and Tripura is in sharp contrast to the anti-people performance
of and internal in-fights among the leaders of the Janata and Lok
Dal Governments in other States. That is why, while the people
in the two Left Front-led States plumped for the Left Front
candidates. those in the Janata or Lok Dal-led States swung to the
Congress(I).

The C.C., however, desires to point out that it is not too late
even now for the Janata, the Lok Dal and other opposition parties
to make a new beginning it only they draw lessons from and correct
the serious mistakes of the past, Though the Congress(I) secured
only 42.5 per cent of the votes polled, the absence of a democratic
electoral system based on proportional representation enabled it to
secure two-thirds of the scats and claim a massive electoral victory,
The fact is that the combined vote of the Janata, the Lok Dal and
the Congress alone-—not to speak of the combined vote of all the
opposition parties—in some States is much more than the
Congress(I) vote, though the seats secured are disproportionately
low. The question before thesc parties, therefore. ts whetherfthey
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will rectify (he mistakes which led (o the disastrous reau_lt of the
Lok Sabha elections; whether they would abandon the anti-people
policies which led to their isolation from the people, anld whethe1r
they will give up the factional wranglings_ among their lejade.ljs,
unify themselves and unite with all to fight the authoritarian

torces.

Great Menace |
The C.C. is of the view that not only the result of the election

‘but the developments of the posi-election fortnight, too, sharply

underline the great menace that looms before }hc: peopl?: The
formation of the new Government headed by Indira Gandhi is no}
an ordinary change of Government but the return 1o key positions
of a large number of those who were instmmenta! in the Emergeqcy
crimes. Many of them have been returned to Pzirllam§nt. Increasing
numbers of bureaucrats notorious for Emergency cnmes are once
again being given key posts, even over the h&rads' of many of their
seniors. The notorious caucus has becomc active in Parliament aqd
is showing intolerance to the Opposition. These caucusmen in
Parliament and their lieutenants in the States have started making
insistent demands for the toppling of State vaemments and the
dissolution of such State Legislatures that wﬂ_l not t‘oe the
Congress(I) line. The unseemly spectacle ot pur(..:hasm g Legl'blﬂl‘()fb
wholesale has started. Officers who were active m the in festlgatlon
of crimes committed by the caucusmen during _the Emergency
regime are being persecuted, arrested and ol.hcrwme_: haruss:._ad. )

All this should be clear warning that, unless the antlmauthorlta_rmn
forces unitedly resist, the present regime is likely to develop into
authoritarianism.

Resistance -

The C.C.. however, holds that there is every possibility for
developing such united resistance. The very cmerg?nc? of the
authoritarian threat has already unleashed the forces of resistance.
The Opposition is trying to unite itself 111.b0t+h the H‘ousesﬁ
of Parliament in resistance to the authoritarian m‘gwes ot
the Government. Opposition to the move for toppling the
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non-Congress(l) Govermments 1n States and for the dissolution
of Legisiatures brought together the Chief Ministers of non-
Congress(l) States who jomntly protested against these moves.
Realisation 1s in general growing that the attacks on democracy
which are being mounted in the wake of the Lok Sabha elections
should be resisted. These are bound to develop further, since the
very people who plumped for the Congress(I) in preference to the
Janata and its successor Caretaker Government would come out
against the Congress(l) if 1t takes 1ts electoral victory as a mandate
for the revival of the dictatorial regime that was thrown oul of
power in 1977. |

Moreover, disillusionment 1s bound to develop among vast
sections of the people who have voted for the Congress(I) in the
hope of finding solutions to their burning problems and having a
stable Government. Not only will thesc problems not be solved
but they will get turther accentuated. It is in the very nature of the
class policies of the Congress(]) that its Government will be unable
to find democratic solutions to problems like price-rise,
unemployment, wages and incomes, pauperisation of the peasantry
and so on. Those who have voted for the Congress(I) will more
and more join hands with the other sections of the pcople to resist
the policies of the Congress(I) Government.

The drive towards authoritarianism is thus integrally connected
with anti-peoplc class policies and attacks on the working class
and other sections of the working pcople. It is, therefore, the duty
of the mass organisations committed to defend their lives and
liberties against authoritarianism, to link up their own struggles
for the economic demands with the struggle for the preservation
and extension of democracy. The C.C. appeals to all the trade
unions, Kisan Sabhas and other mass organisations to forge unity
among themselves as well as with the rest of the democratic
movement for the cconomic as well as political demands of all
sections of the people.

Task of Left
It 18 the responsibility of the CPIH(M) and other Left parties to
unitedly give leadershtp to the struggles of various sections of the
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people that will develop in the coming days. It should also be their
responsibility to jointly project these struggles in the forum of
Parliament. A good beginning in this direction has already been
made by the setting up of the Coordination Committee of the Left
parties represented in Parliament to coordinate their activities in
both the Houses of Parliament. The C.C. hopes that
united leadership to struggles and this coordinated work in
Parliament and outside will further strengthen the unity
ol the Left.

[t is also the responsibility of the CPI(M) and other Left parties
to establish close cooperation between themselves and other
opposition parties and groups in Parliament to continue the
resistance to the authoritarian forces. In the new post-¢lections
situation, it has become all the more urgent and necessary to
build the broadest unity of all anti-authoritarian forces to
defend the democratic rights of the people from dictatorial
onslaughts.

In this context, the three State Governments headed by the
CPI(M) have a very crucial role to play. They have to so conduct
themselves as to further strengthen the Left and democratic forces
within their respective States, project the Left and democratic
alternative to the rest of the country to mobilise more and more
scctions of the people to this alternative. While having no hesitation
to extend cooperation to the Central Government on 1ssues of
common interest, they should firmly resist all anti-people policies,
all attacks on States' autonomy. These attacks are directed to make
every State Government a feudatory of the Centre and should be
jointly resisted by all the non-Congress(I) Governments by
mobilising the people throughout the country for safeguarding the
autonomy of the States 1n a [ederal polity.

Organisation

The C.C. directs all the State, district and lower commuttees of
the Party to undertake the task of further strengthening the unity of
the Left and democratic parties, the fighting organmisations of the
working people, unity which was forged in the course of the struggle
against authoritarianism, This growing unity is the sure guarantec
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that all the potential forces of struggle against authoritarianism
can be rallied and unified.

The C.C. reminds all members and friends of the Party that
discharging these tasks requires the further strengthening and
consolidation of the Party organisation on the general lines laid
down by the Salkia Plenum of the Party held over a year ago.

7

New Offensive To Set Up
Dictatorship®

Statement Dated February 18, 1980
Issued by The Polit Bureau of CPI(M)
in New Delhi

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)

issued the following statement on the dissolution of nine State

Assemblies and imposition of President’s rule in those States:

The summary dissolution of nine State Legislative Assemblies
and the 1mposition of President’s rule on these States by the
Congress Government headed by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
within five weeks of her assuming power, completely confirm the
fears of the people that neither Mrs. Gandhi nor her Party has
drawn any lessons from the traumatic expericnces of the
Emergency regime and its rout at the polls in March 1977. All the
Ingenious arguments that arc being marshalled in defence of the
dissolution of duly-clected and functioning State Assemblies, will
hot hide the ugly truth that Mrs. Gandhi and her party are
immediately interested in stalling the opposition parties from
clecting Rajya Sabha Members from these States in the
forthcoming biennial elections. Tt is to be seriously noted that
Mrs. Gandhi’'s Government has shown scant respect to the
verdict of the Rajya Sabha through its amendment to the
Presidential Address, disapproving the move of dissolution of
State Assemblies and Statc Governments held by different
Opposition parties. This dissolution of nine Assemblies, by a
stroke of the pen, is the first biggest onslaught against the forces
of the democratic opposition and an unc oncealed drive towards
Setting up of one-party monopoly and an the “itarian rule, both at
the Centre and in the States. Thus a new ¢ fensive to set up a

e

*Published in “PE?)PLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Dcthi, February 24, 1980,
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dictatorship has been unleashed. It 1s for the people, democratic
forces and all the opposition parties, groups and individuals {0
accept the challenge and defeat it.

The 30 days’ performance of the new Congress Government at
the Centre leaves no doubt in the minds of the people that it has
taken 1its electoral victory as people’s endorsement of the
Emcrgency rule and all the misdeeds under it. The speedy
rchabtlitation of the entire Emergency outfit, the outright
withdrawal of cases from law courts, the penalisation of officers
who were doing their duty, as nakedly seen in the arrest and
harassment of Mr. N. K. Singh, Deputy Inspector General of the
Central Bureau of Investigations, who happened to be the Chief
Investigator in the “Kissa-Kursi-Ka” case and the emergence of
the “caucus”™ and 1its doubly enhanced activities—all these
highlight the danger from the authoritarian f[orces and therr
renewed drive towards dictatorship.

The P.B. of the CPI(M) denounces these policies and measures
of the new Congress (I) regime as highly undemocratic. It calls
upon all opposttion parties and groups to close thetr ranks and
fight unitedly to beat back this new offensive by the Congress (I)
and to defend democracy, States’ autonomy and the unity of the
Indian Union.

The P.B. condemns the unashamed pronouncements of the RSS
leader, Balasahcb Dcoras, advocating cooperation with and
support to the Congress (I) regime, contrary to the tall claims
made by the RSS lcadcers that they were the front-rank fighters
against the Emergency regime in 1975-77. It calls upon the Janata
leaders who arc pledged to fight for a secular and democratic
sel-up of the Statc in our country to scttle the dispute of “dual
membership” in their party—a dispute that had played a major
rolc in undermining and disrupting the unity of the party.

The PB. appeals to the people, workers, peasants, middle
classes and all Left and democratic forces in the conntry, to unite
and fight the new growing menace of authoritartanism and one-

party monopoly rule at the hands of the Congress Government
headed by Mrs. Indira Gandhi.

'8

Greetings To Bangladesh C.P.
Congress™
Cabled Message of Greetings from The Communist

Party of India (Marxist) to The Communist Party of
Bangladesh on February 26, 1980

Central Committee,

. Communist Party of Bangladesh,

71/2 Purana Paltan, Dacca

Extend revolutionary greetings of Communist Party of India
(Marxist) to your Third Congress. We are confident your
Congress will strengthen solidarity between our two movements
against U.S. imperialism for safeguarding independence, peace
and security and your own struggle for democracy in Bangladesh.

E. M .S. Namboodiripad
General Secretary

*Pyublished in “PEQPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Dethi, March 2, 19584).
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Review On Current Situation®

Made by the Polit Bureau of CPI(M) in Its Meeting
Held in New Delhi on February 25-26, 1980

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) met
in New Delhi on February 25 and 26, 1980. It reviewd the main
developments in the country during the four weeks that have
elapsed since the last meeting of the Central Committee.

The P.B. noted with satisfaction that the Opposition raised its
volce unitedly against the move of the Central Government to
dissolve several of the State Governments and Legislatures that
are not under the control of the Congress (I). Although this was
not sutficient to prevent the Central Government from taking the
undemocratic step, the very fact of the common stand of the
opposition parties and democratic forces is an encouraging
feature of the situation. The PB. hopes that this will be carried
forward and strengthened in the mid-term elections to the State
Assemblies due to take place shortly.

The PB. takes this opportunity to appeal to all the anti-
authoritarian forces to draw proper lessons from the results
of the by-clections to the Lok Sabha that took place on
February 24. These by-elections are another confirmation of the
lesson that was taught by the January election. The Central
Committee of our Party had warned the Lok Dal, the Congress
and the Janata that they would not be able to play their role in the
struggle against anthoritarianism unless they undertook a serious
re-examination of the policies pursued by and the performance of
their Governments and organisational leaderships. Especially

necessary 1s it to disown the communal and obscurantist outlook
of the RSS-Tana Sangh which growingly undermined the unity
of the anti-authoritarian forces. The offer of friendship to

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, March 2, 1980,
-
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Indira Gandhi made by RSS Chief Balasaheb D@oraﬁ de:mar}ds
clarification from the Janata Party. Is this party serious in flghtln%
Indira Gandhi or are its members free to support the Congrless: (I)"
The people will not be satisfied unless the dual membership issue
is solved.

The P.B. deplores that, although the Lok Dql, the Jun_ala and
the Congress agreed to have a common candidate to fight thf:
by-elections against the Congress (I), they were un_able (o rouse
the people and generate enthusiasm for a determmgd strgggle
against authoritarianism. Hence the low percentage of vote in all
the constituencies except in Serampore where the Lett Front was

. uble to rouse the people and improve on its 1977 record. The

PB. thanks the voters as well as cadres of thfe L‘eft.parties in
West Bengal for proving once again that authontgnamsm can be
cffectively fought if only the Left and democratic forces forge
their unity. |

The vigtory of the Congress (I) in four of the five Lok Sabha
constituencies where by-elections were held, shoulc! not
dishearten the anti-authoritarian forces. The overall situation 1s
such that if the anti-authoritarian forces combinfj: against the
growing trend towards authoritarianism and pull th_eu' full welgh_t,
they can show better results in the mi.cl—term ¢lections that are 1n
the offing. The CPI(M) would do its best_tq. ensure that the
Congress (1) is denied the benefit of vote-splitting on the part of
the anti-authoritarian forces. N - .

Having considered reports of the political situation as 1t 1s
developing in the various States, and_after exch‘ang_e qf wrf‘:w‘ws 011
the lines along which the struggle against authontar'lamsm is to be
concretised in relation to the forthcoming elections, the P.B.
decided to place its tentative proposals bf;zfore. the Central
Committee which is being convened to meet in Delht on Marc::h
14, 15 and 16. It is hoped that, by that time, more exchanges will
take place among the various anti—autbontmmn partics and
organisations on how to forge electoral unity. o

The P.B. is of the view that, if the Assembly elections in the
nine States are to be free and fair, the voters’ lists should be
brought up to date with reference to January 1980 and the
complaints reJarding large-scale omissions from the lists should
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be removed. It takes exception to the demand made by some
Congress (I) M.Ps. that elections should be hastily conducted
without proper revision of the voters’ lists. It condemns the
joint statement of these M.Ps. directed against the Election
Commissioner which is nothing but a blatant attemnpt to blackmail
mto submission a statutory authority which should be above
party politics.

At the same time, the P.B. is of the opinion that the revision of
voters’ lists undertaken by the Chief Election Commussioner
would be fruitful only if enumerators are appointed in sufficient
numbers and asked to undertake door-to-door enumeration.
Whatever work can be undertaken by political parties cannot
replace, but only supplement the work which should be basically
carried out by the enumerators. Sufficient time should be given to
the enumerators to do their work and to the candidates, political
parties and others interested to do the work, to raise complaints
and objections to the lists as prepared by the enumerators.

The P.B. expresses grave concern over the economic situation
that 1s rapidly worsening. The prices of essential commodities are
not showing any fall. In fact, there is a Worsening in several cases
such as sugar. The main responsibility for this rests on the Central
Government which is pursuing the same incorrect policies.
Furthermore, although nearly a month and a half have elapsed
since the Government assumed charge, it has not yet applied its
mind to any of these policies. Many of the economic Ministries
are now going without a responsible political head. The Planning
Commission, too, has for all practical purposes been put in

abeyance, indicating the absence of any economic policies. This,
in the view of the P.B., is utter irresponsibility on the part of the
ruling party.

The acute economic situation and especally the high inflationary
prices demand a rational and democratic relationship between the
States and the Centre.

At present the price fixation of commodities. including food-
grains, and control over expansion of currency and credit and their

restrictions, are all the responsibility of the Central Government.
The State Governments have absolutely no say in all this.
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It is necessary that all democratic torces explain to t’he pe.oplej
this weakness in our Constitution and place the Cfentre 5 pollc}eb
as the main cause of popular suffering. W}nﬂe demanding
immediate relief for the people, the progressive fgrces 'm.ust
demand that the States should have an effective sha!'e in dec1d1r}g
all-India policies regarding price tixation, expanswn‘of cred.It,
etc. It is urgently necessary to take over s.tocks of essential
commodities and organise their distribution with popular support
and supetvision. | |

Instead, the Central Government makes it appear that prices
can be brought under control by a free use of the Preventive

- Detention Act against the traders. The fact is that the Indira

Government is not prepared to change the basic policy of passing
the burdens of the economic crisis to the people by means of high
prices and an enforced lower living standard. | |
With the happenings across the border and the feverish arming
of Pakistan, every one would like the Centre to be strong with
increased capacity to defend the country and resist new pressures
on its foreign policy. But the Centre cannot be strong unles§ It is
backed by strong constituents at the basg, by the u_mts ffse:lmg a
sense of participation in deciding the basu: economic pohcllels]. X
Politically, too, there are several serious pfoblems forlwhn:: the
Central Government is unable to find so}utlons. The: sﬂuat_mn in
Assam is going from bad to worse, the agitators r_e_fusmg to ucg,]?ﬁt
any sohution considered reasonable by all the pohtl_ cal part1e§. he
P.B. demands that the Prime Minister persgnally intervene in the
situation and, in consultation with all parties, find a solution for
theTI;:;eOt;.eBé'calls upon all units and members c?f the lf’artyr tz
develop, in cooperation with other democ1'atlc part‘ulels” ?nn
organisations, as wide a movement as posmblje for the rea isatio _
of such immediate demands as those WhlL“l‘: concern pnc;
increases. attacks on democracy and States autonolrpjl/], t. (el
solution of problems in Assam and Meghalgya, ete. Lt 15,1 | 01?;
that other democratic parties and Dl'ganlsatlons wg!l_rea‘lse ﬂ;
urgency and importance of sﬁuch wnc'le mass mq ilisation
developing the unity of the anti-authoritarian forces.



Call For Broadest Mass
Mobilisation™

Given by the Central Committee of CPI(M)
in a statement dated March 17, 1980 issued
in New Delhi

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India
{(Marxist) met in New Delhi on March 14, 15 and 1 1;5, 1980 and
coirzsfde’red the current political situation. The forthcoming
mid-ternt elections to nine State Assemblies should, in the C.C.’s
opinion, he considered as part of the continuing struggle against
authoritarianism which has once again raised its head.

The dissolution of the Assemblies in nine States and imposition
of President’s rule on them are an integral part of the drive to
establish one-party dictatorship not only at the Centre but in the
St‘utes as well. It has to be seen not separately from, but along
w1tI:1, the well-organised campaign unleashed by the Congress(I)
against the Governments of West Bengal, Tripura and Kerala and
for further centralisation of powers in the Union Government.

Discrimination And Intolerance

The C.C. noted with concern the public pronouncements and
thrfeats made by some Union Ministers, as well as several letters
written by Unton Ministers, including the Prime Minister, to the
C_hiei:‘ Ministers of States, all of which show an attitude of
discriminatton against all non-Congress(I) Governments. These
officia? pronouncements of Union Ministers as well as the
campaign unleashed by the Congress(I) in the three States are in
the opinion of the Central Committee, a demonstration of the
Congress(I)’'s intolerance towards all non-Congress(I) State
Governments—the dissolution of the nine State Assemblies, as
also the wholesale defections organised in Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh and Karnataka, being the first shot fired in this direction.

*Published in "PEQPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, March 23, 1980).
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The demand that law and order, a State subject, should be
brought under the Concurrent List, that the State Govemments
should follow the policies and programmes dictated by the Centre
in violation of the promises and pledges given to the electorate by
different State Govermnments and the political parties running
themn, the insistence on accepting and implementing the
Preventive Detention Act as per the Centre’s orders, etc.,
demonstrate the drive of the central Congress(l) leaders against
States’ autonomy and the federal provisions of India’s
Constitution. The C.C. calls on all those who cherish the
unity of the Indian Union and desire to uphold the due and

legitimate rights of the States to raise their voice of protest

against this drive,

Feverish Drive

In this connection, the C.C. cannot but note the speedy
rehabilitation that is going on of the entire Emergency outfit, the
appointment to crucial positions of elements of this outfit, the
penalisation of officers who were doing their duty, the pressure
that is being sought to be exerted on the Election Commission,
and the proposal to dismiss or transfer Governors 0 as 10 place
trusted men in States considered to be difficult. As against this
feverish drive, the Government has no time to apply its mind to
policy questions. Many of the crucial Ministries, including the
important economic Ones, are still vacant, a new Planning
Commission is still to be named. There is a total absence of any
economic policy, leading to an accentuation of all the problems
affecting the people, especially rising prices and non-availabihity
of necessities.

The Chief Ministers of West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura have
repeatedly made it clear that they stand for normal and smooth
Centre-State relations. They have also made it clear that they will
have to honour the electoral pledges and promises they have
given to the people 1n implementing the policies and programmes
in the States’ sphere. But the spokesmen of the Congress(I) and
its Government at the Centre have been campaigning that the
State Governrents will have to carry out the Congress Party’s
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policies and dictates, no matter which polttical party or partics
constitute these State Governments. 1t is inherent mn the federal
features of the Indian Constitution and the existence of different
political partics that Governments of different political
complexions exist at the Centre and in the States. The country’s
Constitution and its democratic set-up cannot be defended if these
realitics are not recognised and proper relations are not
maintained between the Union Government and the State
Governments. The Congress(]), instead, is making a drive
towards one-party monopoly rule and dictatorship.

Struggle Against Authoritarianism

The C.C., therefore, decides to do everything in its power to
transform the ensuing electoral struggle in the nine States into a
serious political struggle in order to mobilise the widest public
opinion against these anthoritarian trends of the Congress(l) and
the Central Government it runs, and to defeat these trends and
reverse these policies. The C.C. appeals to all Opposition
political partics, who are interested in the struggle against
the authoritarian forces led by the Congress(I), to sort out the
deep differences and divisions that are plaguing them now
to offer united opposition to the Congress(I) and its aim of
sweeping the polls in all these nine States. An electoral
understanding and adjustment between the Opposition parties,
based on the realistic assessment of the strength of these parties
and the urgent needs of the struggle to bar the drive of the
authoritarian forces, is direly needed in the prevailing political
situation in the country.

Pledge To Work For Unity

In this connection, the C.C. notes with concern the deplorable
role of the RSS-Jana Sangh constituent of the J anata Party which
s disrupting the unity of that party with an unending tussle over
the issue of dual membership on the one hand, and offers of
co-operation and support to the authoritarian Congress(I) by the
top leadership of the RSS on the other. The CPI(M) pledges to
work for the unity of Left parties and groups, for the unity of
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Left and democratic forces, for the unity of all anti—authontarlag
forces, while strengthening and consolidating its own class an

mass political base.

Issues of Importance | |
The C.C. holds that while the electoral struggle in the n?n_‘e
States is of buming importance for the Present, umtei:l mdfﬁ
actions are required on several issues which are of as mu;q
importance as the elections. The Congress(l)_ Govemmelnt, In i f
more than two months of rule, has totally f:allec! to ta?ck e anyho
the problems harassing the p‘f:ople, 't.he situation, 1*n~fac::tin ;1;
rfipidly deteriorated in this pBI’ID(‘:l. Prices of ne_cessmgb ({;0' e
to rise, the price of sugar particularly reach.mg unlmdg1ﬂ?ble
heights, diesel, kerosene, cement, .etc., are just no} zwme; ¢
except in the blackmarket, the rgllway transportation sys ::"1
continues to be in doldrums dismptlng the movement of essentia
commodities, especially coal leading to chaos in powe;
generation. The 30 years of Congress rule and the three yezlllrs 1?
Janata and Lok Dal-Congress rule have so.accentuated a 1tbe
economic and political problems that only uﬂlted mass ?ctéons‘ y
all the Left and democratic pollitical parties, classddn mdﬁz
organisations and individualg mterestgd in .the l?r?(ifihe
progress of the people, will give some 1mm.ecl1ate relic
pe?flill:'economy ol the country, for in;tance, 1S 1n & complet;:
shambles not merely because, as 1s clalmed by the Congfrfﬁtss( )
leaders, the Janata and Lok Dal leaders mismanaged the af d]ll"%D
the nation for three years, but because of the clas? 'pu 1;;:
pursued by the Congress for thirty years and by thehj d?}?l? o
Dal regimes for three years. The CPI(M), alo'ng with 0 ;, et
and democratic forces, has consistently pointed (:;gt t Ei e
capitalist path of development pursued by the ru mg,;] C ai;iq
would make the economy sink de?eper and deeper into the l;:rErﬂr er
Demagogic slogans such as Socllalhst pattern Df.SOC[l)Et%;‘ 1;_:;&
and bolder Five-Year Plans, Garibi Hatao, *ZO*Pomt I'OEI. amme,
Gandhian Plan, etc., have all failed in their declared o Jecmi_e]i
and accentuated the crisis of the economy because they were i
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based on tightening the
foreign monopolies on the economy. Only
these policies will help the country to get out of the crisis.

For Remoulding Planning

Tl?e C.C. recalls that the Left and democratic
consistently called for a reversal of ¢
t(_‘) the radical-minded intellectuals
fighting organisations

Bengal, Tripura and Kerala, together with such

orgapisations as they have in their States, can
role in this respect.

The Assam Agitation

Politically, too, the situation in the couniry 1s so serious that
the very Congress(l) leaders who talk of "strong éentrek” ar
unqble to grapple with the problem posed in the North—Fasterr?
region i general, Assam and Meghalaya in particular JWhiIe
everyone should recognise the genuinenes .
given expression to
North-Eastern region,

. s of the grievances
by the various ethnic groups 1n the

it is a matter of concern. f '
orth . . , following the
failure of the Union Government to solve this problem, that a

mﬂ?fia;ment_ has arisen which is a challenge to the very concept of
India S unity and integrity and of Indjan citizenship oo
Whlle endorsing the appeal issued by all the natjonal political
pgrtws and parties represented in the Assam Legislature for tLhd
withdrawal of the current agttation in Assam, the C.C holds th EE
1971 should be taken as the cut-off date for dB[EI’l‘lli-I]iIil wh i
actuaily foreign nationals. The C.C, assures all concemegd tha{;; tahIL
EE’I(M) will do all it can to help find such a solution (o tht::c
bl;f?:] Erolélem as would help the detection of fore; gn nationals,
the same time protect all Indian citizens including those
who, for various reasons, have to live and work in Assam i
The C.C. appeals to the leaders of the movement to re'; ond t
the appeal of political parties and withdraw the agitatio;lp whfcl?

grip of the Indian ruling classes and
a complete reversal of

movement has
hese class policies. It appeals
» In collaboration with the

of the working people as well as L
¢ | eft and
democratic politicai parties, to spell out the liney along which the

planning process can be remoulded. The Governments of West

skeleton planning
play an important
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has led to sufferings not only to the people of neighbouring
States and other States in the region but also the people of

Assam itself,

Distinct Problems

The C.C. is of the view that the various ethnic groups that
inhabit the North-Eastern region have their own distinct problems
which cannot be successfully solved wunless the Union
Government and the national political parties consider these
ethriic groups as growing nationalities with their own mdividual
identity and desiring maximum autonomy for their respective
States within the federal Indian Union. This, however, 1s
incompatible with the concept of a "strong unitary State of India”
which is unfortunately shared not only by the Congress(l) but
certain other political parties as well. The C.C. notes in this
context that the RSS8-Jana Sangh leadership which claims to stand
for a "strong unitary Indian Union” does, in practice, extend its
support to the chauvinist demands voiced by certain elements in
the Assam agitation. The C.C. appeals to all those who are
interested in the solution of such problems to ponder over the
result of the policy adopted by them so far.

The C.C., at the same time, appeals to these ethnic groups not
to fall a prey to slogans of secessionism and independence raised
by reactionary forces and supported by imperialist agencies,
Their problems can be solved only as part of the mainstream of
the democratic movement of the country in the common struggle
against the ruling classes and all those who stand to deny them

their legitimate aspirations.

Atrocities And Riots

The C.C. notes the declaration made by the Prime Minister
regarding the reactivisation of the National Integration Council.
Atrocities on Harijans and weaker sections as in Pipra,
Parasbigha, Narainpur, continue. Attacks on the Christian
minority are taking place in Bihar. Against such atrocitics and
gruesome communal riots as in Aligarh and Jamshedpur, what 1s
required is effective action to prevent such incidents and to quell




64 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

them speedily once they break out. Convening of the National
Integration Council, whose record is one of discussions without
any follow-up action, cannot replace the effective action that is
required. The C.C. also wishes to point out that these problems
cannot be solved unless the masses are roused against caste
domination and communalism, unless the Government takes
measures to ensure land and minimum wages to the agricultural
workers, and the exploitation of religion for partisan political
purposes 1s eschewed.

The C.C. also wishes to point out the serious threats to the
country due to the aggressive activities of U.S. imperialism.
Followmg the Soviet assistance to the People’s Democratic
Republic of Afghanistan, which foiled the U.S. designs on that
country, the U.S. rulers are planning to heavily arm Pakistan.
The C.C. demands that, to face this situation effectively,
the Government of India should rebutf U.S. impertalism and
vigorously pursue the policy of non-alignment and anti-
tmpertalism.

Broadest Mass Mobilisation

The solution of everyone of these problems is incompatible
with the policy of hostility adopted by the Congress(I} leaders
towards political parties other than their own, particularly to the
Left and democratic forces as well as to State Governments
formed by other political parties. They are also incompatible with
the concept of a "strong Centre” which can ride roughshod over
the States.

In this situation 1t is the urgent task of the Left and democratic
forces to build the broadest mass mobilisation to resist the
attempts to re-establish an authoritarian regime, to defend the
powers of the States and fight for States™ autonomy, to defend the
three Left-ortented Governments of West Bengal, Kerala and
Tripura; against the sky-rocketing prices and non-availability of
essential commodities; for the economic and political demands of
vartous sections of the people.
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The C.C. calls on all units and members of the Party to realise
the urgency and importance of such wide mobilisation and, in
co-operation with other democratic parties and various mass
organisations, organise conventions, seminars, conferences
demonstrations, etc., to rally public opinion around the policies
and demands for which the Left and democratic movement
stands. 4
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Protests Against Arrests In
Jammu & Kashmir*

Statement Issued by The Polit Bureau of CPI1(M)

The Polir Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) has
issued the following statement to the Press on April 2, 1980:

The Polit Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist)
vehemently protests against the arrests of members of th?
Communist Party of India (Marxist) including Mohammeq Yusu’r,‘
Secretary of the Jammu & Kashmir Organising Committee' ot
the Party, as also members and leaders of the CPI by the Sheikh
Abduilah Government on March 31, 1980,

The reason given that the arrested persons werc planning to
indulge in violence on the occasion of the first anniv*ersary of the
hanging of Bhutto will not deceive anyone. The $h€1kh Abdqllah
Government should have remembered that it had detained
Mohammed Yusuf after the demonstrations last year in protest
against the hanging of Bhutto but that the Supreme Court had held
his detention illegal. |

It is not a secret that the Jamaat-e-Islami has infiltrated the
). & K. administration and has strong links with the Nat.iﬂn:?ll
Conference and it is on the basis of reports concocted by this
rabidly communal organisation that the attack has been launched
against the CPI(M) and the CPL |

Our Party will defend forever its right to express 1ts protest on
any issue, but it does not indulge in activities like arson abnd loot.

The Polit Bureau demands the immediate release of all the
arrested comrades belonging to the CPI{M) and CPL

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY™. New Delhi, April 13, 1980.
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Polit Bureau On Current Situation*

Communique Dated April 12, 1980
Issued in New Delhi

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) which
met on April 9 and 10, 1980 in New Delhi expressed its grave
concern at the worsening international climate with the U.S.
imperialists whipping up the cold war, endangering detente and
world peace. The hysteria that is sought to be worked up against
che USSR over the Afghan issue, the brazen threat issued by
President Carter that force will be used against Iran if its
Government and people did not submit to U.S. dictates, the open
encouragement of Israel’s aggressive activities against Lebanon
and the Arab world, and the threats that are hurled at India that
they would heavily arm the militarist regime of Pakistan—all speak
cloquently of the dangers that the U.S. imperialists are posing to
peace and stability in this entire region including the Indian sub-
continent.

Resistance to U.S. Pressure

The Polit Bureau noted with satisfaction that Iran, Afghanistan,
India and the peoples of various other countries have refused to
knuckle under the U.S. pressures, and are resisting them with the
full sympathy and co-operation of the USSR, most of the Socialist
States and all the anti-imperialist forces throu ghout the world. The
recent visits of the Prime Minister of Victnam. the Foreign
Ministers of Cuba and Czechoslovakia and the head of the great
Palestinian Liberation Organisation, Yasser Arafat, and the
eXchange of views between them and the Indian Icaders have helped
the anti-imperialist forces to demonstrate their opposition to the

——_

“Published in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, April 20, 1980,
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manoeuvres of U.S. imperialism. It is a pity that the Congress (I)
Government is dragging its feet in according recognition to the
new Kampuchean regime, a recognition that was promised in the
election manifesto of the ruling party.

The P.B. regretted that the action of the Government in the matter
of solving the problem of shortages of essential commeodities and
rise in prices has been contrary to the expectations roused among
the people by the pledges made by the Congress (I) leaders during
the election campaign. The talk of using the Preventive Detention
Act against the hoarders and blackmarketeers cannot hide the
reality of not seizing stocks hoarded by the profiteering anti-social
elements. It is well-known that huge stocks are lying with the
hoarders and blackmarketeers and that the Central Government
should use the powers in order to procure stocks and supply them
to the State Governments.This alone will enable all the State
Governments, particularly those like West Bengal, Tripura and
Kerala who have a well-organised system of public distribution,
to make adequate quantities available in time and at cheap rates.
The proceedings of the Governors’ and Chief Ministers’
Conference revealed that the Union Government has failed in
discharging this elementary responsibility which lies at the root
of the problem of shortages and prices.

Prices and Scarcity

The P.B. noted that the very Central Government and the
leaders of the ruling Congress (I) Party who have failed in this
respect are accusing the Left Front Governments of West
Bengal, Tripura and the Left and Democratic Front
Government of Kerala for not extending cooperation to the
Centre by way of using the Preventive Detention Act. It is
well-known that the three Governments who have expressed
their opposition to the use of the Preventive Detention Act have
not hesitated in organising a dehoarding drive, and to use all
the powers under the Essential Commodities and other existing
Acts for this purpose. They have assured the Centre that they
will further strengthen and streamline the existing system of
public distribution which can play a positive role in bringing
the prices down if only sufficient supplies are provided in time

and at reasonable prices.
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The utter failure of the Government has created a situation in
which far from bringing the prices down as was promised by the
Congress (I) during its election campaign, the prices of many
essential commodities are still going up. No end is in sight for the
steady deterioration of the life and standard of the common mass
of the people in face of the growing shortages and rising prices.
The P.B. calls upon all the Left partics, all the mass organisations
and all other political and soctal organisations interested in the
solution of the problems of the people to organise a countrywide
campaign for such democratic policies as will curb the activities

of the blackmarketeers, hoarders and profiteers.

Law and Order

The P.B. reviewed the Chief Ministers’ Conference held on
April 8 which discussed along with the shortages and prices of
essential commodities, the question of law and order which is
deteriorating. The P.B. holds that the main responsibility for the
continued deterioration in the law and order situation during the
last three months lies on the ruling Congress (I} and 1ts leaders at
all levels.

Attention cannot but be drawn in this context to the brazen
violation of all normal laws of the land by installing such
favourites of the ruling party who acquired notoriety during
the Emergency regime of the 1975-76 years and who, after a
short period of having been out of positions of power have
now been brought back. The result is that in Delhi which is
directly under the Prime Minister’s close confidants like
Jagmohan and Bhinder, the lives and properties of peace-loving
citizens are in danger.

The P.B. denounces the action of Lt. Governor Jagmohan, who
gave full licence to the men of the police forces to run amock; his
order banning prosecution of police personnel for the excesses
committed by these men on the citizens 1s a negation of all that
our freedom and democratic movement has stood for, and 1s a
return to the bad old days of British rule.

The P.B. cannot but recall also that the Congress (1) Chief
Minister of Karnataka in his intervention at the Chief Ministers’
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Conference called for the use of preventive detention not only
against economic offenders but generally against what he called
anti-social elements. This is nothing but a call for the restoration
of the lawless law of the Emergency days.

The P.B. expressed satisfaction at the unanimity with which
women'’s organisations of various political persuasions all over
the country came together to protest against the Increasing use of
rape as a weapon of terror by anti-social elements and the police.
While greeting all these organisations and individuals who joined
in this organised protest, the P.B. hopes that other sections of the
people will emulate this example and come together in jointly
resisting any attack on their civil liberties and democratic rights.

Congress (I) Activities

The P.B. desires to point out that if any onc is helping the
deterioration of law and order, that is done, in the main, by
the Congress (I) throughout the country, particularly in the
three States of West Bengal, Tripura and Kerala. The Congress
(I) leaders of these States do not conceal their concerted
attempts to create a situation in which the non-Congress (I)
Governments can be attacked under the pretext of breakdown
of law and order,

In West Bengal they are openly in league with the anti-social
forces with a view to disturbing the law and order situation in the
State.

In Tripura, too, the Congress (1) leaders are hand in glove with
Amra Bangalee and other disruptive forces. |

In Kerala, they are in open alliance with the RSS and are giving
every possible encouragement to the Naxalites, the collaboration
among the Congress (I), the RSS and the Naxalites being clear in
several cases of murders, arson, assaults, etc.

In the Congress (I)-ruled State of Andhra Pradesh, too, the
Congress (I) in Warangal district is openly found in league with
the Naxalites in a campaign of murders against well-known CPI(M)
leaders including members of the Legislature.

In their anxiety to create a difficult law and order situation for
the Left Front Government of West Bengal, the Congress (I) went
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to the extent of organising a violent campaign of preventing the
movement of goods from West Bengal to Assam. Ever_.ybod.y who
has the interests of Indian unity at heart will see that this action on
the parl of the Congress (I) in West Bengal is as dangerm‘l:'; to
unity as the chauvinist activities by the ieader's of th:-: Absa_m
agitation. The P.B. calls on all those thJ champion Irﬁxdmn unlty'
to join together in registering protest against these partisan moves

of the Congress (I) in West Bengal.

Forthcoming Elections

It is unfortunate that the opposition political parties are blind
to the danger posed by these moves of the ruling Congress (I)
and Its Government. The series of moves made by the
Congress(I) Government at the Centre should have made all
the democratic and opposition parties realise the need for
making such adjustments among themselves as.tf: dEPy the
Congress(l) the benefits of a divided npposntm.n in the
forthcoming mid-term elections to the nine State Legls}atures.
Unfortunately, however, leaders of most opposition parties have
tailed to learn the lesson of the last Lok Sabha elections and go
on pursuing their own divisive methods of approach to the
problem of electoral adjustments.

The walking out of the former RSS and Jana Sangh membfzrs
from the Janata Party and the formation by them of the Bhara'tiya
Janata Party have fully confirmed the apprehensmqs cntertained
by the secular and democratic forces ins;ic_ie and OU‘ISIdE':- the Janata
Party. The Jana Sangh merged itself with and functioned as a
constituent of the Janata Party so long as its leaders could freely
indulge in activities that enabled them to capture the Janata Party
and through it the Central and State Govern m_ents:. But group after
sroup within the Janata Party realised the imp lications of lhe mMOoVes
being made by the former Jana Sangh bloc in the Janata Party and‘

started fighting back. The demand that those who are _members of
the Janata Party should sever their connections with the RSS
became the bone of contention between the secular and Hindu
revivalist elements in the Janata. As this struggle got more and
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more intensified the Janata got split up and the former Jana Sanghis
th saw that they could not capture the Janata Party, came out in,
their true colours. The P.B. expresses the hope that the leaders of
the Janata Party who have now freed themselves from the clutches
of the Jana Sangh will join hands with all other anti-authoritarian
and secular forces to put up a stiff resistance to the Congress (1).

CPI(M) Stand Reiterated

The P.B. reiterated the earlier decisions of the CPI (M) that
the forthcoming elections to the Legislative Assemblies in nine
States should be used as a political battle against the emerging
danger of authoritarianism. It hoped that, despite the
convulsions through which many of the opposition parties
hfwe, of late, gone through and despite the irreconcilable
dlffert_ances among them on questions of policy as well as of
orgal.usational cohesion, they would devise ways and means of
denying to the ruling Congress(I) the benefit of a division of
the opposition vote,

The P.B. assures all other opposition parties that the CPKM)
would make 1ts: own humble contribution towards bringing about
such local adjustments as would avoid this splitting of the

oppostition vote, while every opposition party and group would be
free to pursue its own policies.

13

CPI(M) Polit Bureau On Assam
Situation®

Statement dated April 12, 1980 Issued in New Delhi
following Polit Bureau Meeting Held on
April 9-10, 1980 in New Delhi

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
expresses its grave concern over the continued impasse in Assam
despite the consensus reached at the conference of political
parties called by the Prime Minister. It was thought that with the
cut-off date of 1971, normalcy would be restored in Assam and
immediate remedial steps would be taken to identify foreigners
and rectify the electoral rolls.

But the leaders of the movement have decided to reject 1971 as
the cut-off date and have resumed picketing, hartal and other forms
of agitation. During the course of the movement, these activities
have led to intimidation and physical attacks against minorities,
and, on certain occasions, to killings of large numbers of people.
Thousands were uprooted from their homes and a few thousands
have had to leave the State and cross over to West Bengal.

These anti-democratic and ugly developments are the logical
culmination of the outlook of some of the leaders at the top. They
have been leading the movement along secessionist channels,
rousing regional frenzy and directing it against others—
Bengalees, people of Orissa, Biharis, Nepalese, etc. In fact in the
name of removing genuine grievances of the mass of the people of
Assam, the leaders are leading them to an anti-India position.

The CPI(M) has already demanded that the question of
foreigners in Assam should be properly settled and cffective steps
should be taken to remove the fear of the Assamese people of
being swamped by foreign mnflux.

But some of the leaders of the present movement seem to have
objectives other than removing the genuine grievances. There are

" *pyplished in “PEQPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, April 20, [980.
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some who seem to be interested in prolonging the dispute so that a
permanent wall 1s created between the people of Assam and the
people in the rest of the country. They are utterly oblivious to the
sutterings imposed on the rest of the country by the oil blockade
and other means which are not at all justifiable when serious
efforts at negotiations are afoot. Some of those heading the
movement seem determined to undermine the heritage of national
unity,

The destination of the movement is being encouraged by the
Ioca! vested 1nterests who seck to serve their selfish aims by
rousing local frenzy and directing it against the minorities—
linguistic and religious.

The P.B. warns that imperialist agencies, by fanning separatist
sentiments in Assam, are exploiting the situation to weaken the
unity of the country. The “Project Brahmaputra” circular, the visit
of the U.S. Ambassador to this sensitive area accompanicd, as was
f*eportcd, by a number of CIA agents, reveal the imperialist
imterest in the movement,

Th_{-: separatist distortions of the Assam movement generate
reactionary repercussions as witnessed in the blockade of Assam
organised by Congress(I) partymen in West Bengal. If this action
and reaction continue, nothing will be left of the unity of the
country and the peoples of different States in the Indian Union.

The P.B. warns that what is at stake in Assam is the future of
Il‘l.dl%in unity, the integrity of the country. Notwithstanding the
Urlglpul grievance which is genuine, the movement has taken a
reactionary anti-Indian turn and the people of Assam have to be
saved from its consequences,

The people, all progressive forces have to wage a common
st_rt}ggle to decfend the unity of the country and prevent its
q151nt§gruti011. The problem certainly would not have risen in this
torm if previous Governments had done justice to the people of
Assam and also stopped the influx of foreigners into the State.

In such a situation administrative measures, howsoever un-
avoidable to protect minorities against violence and killings,
cannot solve the problem. The battle has to be carried on to win
over the mass of the people of Assam to the path of national unity,
to rouse them against the dangers of secessionist logic,
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What is urgently necessary is the combined effort of all political
parties to take a common stand and persuade the people of Assam
(o see the error of the ways of their leadership. This 1s the primary
duty of the political parties in Assam. But this has not been
discharged. The Congress(I) in Assam has done nothing to tight
the chauvinistic wave. The Janata openly encouraged 1t. Only the
CPI(M) and other Left parties took up the challenge.

The CPI{M) calls upon all political parties in the country to
combine their efforts to protect national unity and rouse the
people in all States to the danger in Assam from the secessionist
challenge. The people must know the unity of the country 1s under
scrious challenge and their patriotic spirit must be roused to

‘persuade the people of Assam to see the error of their ways.

The CPI(M) appeals to the leaders of the movement In Assam
to immediately call of the movement and return to the path of
negotiated and peaceful settlement of the 1ssue.

The CPI(M) considers that counter-movements like the eco-
nomic blockade organised by the Congress(I) in West Bengal are
ruinous and further endanger the unity of the country. It
congratulates the Left parties for their success in keeping the
pcople away from the unseemly blockade movement.

The CPL(M) calls upon afl parties to accept 1971 as the cut-oft
date and persuade the people of Assam to do the same. All parties
should further endeavour to ensure that the commonly accepted
agreement will be implemented impartially and no Indian citizen
will be penalised. All political parties should further assure the
people of Assam that they stand guarantee against further influx
of foreigners in the State. A vigorous political drive by political
parties for public opinion combined with earnest efforts by the
Government will bring the problem under control and create a
sense of national unity. The main and primary role in solving the
problem will be played by political persuasion and strengthening
of all-India public opinion, and the ruling Congress party and the
Central Government will have to bear this in mind in their dealing
with the agitation in Assam,

The P.B. is glad to notc that the Prime Minister has reversed her
earlier stand that she will not visit Assam unless the agitation is
withdrawn, and is visiting the State for talks. The P.B. hopes the
Prime Minister’s visit will pave the way for an amicable settlement.



On U.S. Adventurism in Iran

Statement dated May 1, 1980 Issued by the
Polit Bureau of CPI(M) in New Delhi

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
cxpresses its deep concern over the adventurist moves of
American imperialism, which may bring the world to the brink of
a war. Having received repeated rebuffs at the hands of the
fighting people of Iran, with the fiasco of its méasures to invade
the sovereignty of Iran under the pretext of rescuing the American
hostages, the USA Government seems to be determined to
rehabilitate its prestige by a further course of adventurist and
aggressive action. The spokesmen have already announced that
they have not given up their aggressive intentions after Iran.

And now comes the news that the U.S. imperialists are
planning intimidatory actions against Cuba. In a news carried by
international news agency the U.S. air, sea and land forces will be
engaged in manoeuvres for three weeks in the Caribbean Sea. The
massive and intimidatory character of the manoeuvres can be seen
from the fact that more than 20,000 men, 42 ships and 350 planes
will be taking part in the manoeuvres called Solid Shield 80. The
operation is to be led by an emergency task force set up by
President Carter last year.

‘The most provocative and dangerous part of the manoeuvre
scheduled to begin on May 8th is that they include the landing of
2000 marines at the naval base in Guantanamo, Cuba and the
transportation of a battalion of 1200 U.S. soldiers to the base.
Grant B-12 bombers will have the mission of observing the area
of manoeuvres and of studying the technique of mining the sea
from the air.

This constitutes nothing but a direct attack on the independence
of Cuba and open violation of its sovereignty. The sovereignty
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and independence of Socialist Cuba is very ‘directly threatened by
U.S. imperialists in their mad haste to achieve some success for
their aggressive policy. |

The P.B. of the CPI(M) denounces these manoeuvres of U.S.
imperialism and calls on all the progressive forces in Fhe country
to raise their voice of protest. The freedom-loving peop]'e
of America who have fought many a conspiracy of their
Govemment will no doubt see to it that this one 1s zzflso frust'rated.
American imperialism is our common enemy. }t is p‘lottmg to
dismember our country. It is arming the mllltary.dlctator of
Pakistan to create hostility between the two countries. Let our

“voice be raised in time.
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Polit Bureau's Homage to
Josip Broz Tito*

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) deeply
mourns the death of Comrade Josip Broz Tito, President of the
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, President of the League
of Communists of Yugoslavia and Honorary President of the
Socialist Alliance of Working People of Yugoslavia, on May 4 after
prolonged illness,

President Tito who began his activities in the working class
movement of Yugoslavia seven decades ago, rose to the position
of outstanding leader of Yugoslavia after he led the fierce and
protracted partisan struggle against the German and Italian fascist
occupying forces during the Second World Wi and made
Yugoslavia's contribution to the great victory over fascism.

Comrade Tito, though leading a small country, became a world
figure playing an importtant role in the struggle for peace and
progress and in the non-aligned movement of which he was a
founder-leader.

Yugoslavia afler liberation faced the difficult problem of
nationalities which was solved under his leadership by uniting the
various nationalities Inhabiting Yogoslavia in the Socialist Federal

Republic.

His passing away is a big loss to the League of Communists and
people of Yugoslavia and the non-aligned movement.

The P.B. conveys its heart-felt condolence to the people of
Yugoslavia at this hour of their gricf,

*Published in "PEOQPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, May L1, 1980,
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punjab : Election Manifesto Of
CPI(M)*

Election Held on May 31, 1980

The people of the state have begn called upon to ebxerclsii thg:;
franchise on May 31, 1980. Thls. hufs been d(u‘le Dy s gstate
power provided in the Constitution ,of c}mmssu;g e
Ministries, in disregard of the peﬁoplc S W1_11. 11-1 ac:‘ ,l he
dissolution of the Assemblies of the nine Statesf 1§ an mtﬁigldtpthe
of the drive to establish one party dmta?orshlp 1ot m;l y éle e
Centre but in the States as well. The ruling party ar the C r;it
thi*ough these clections also intends to get a two—thlﬁsn:‘:iai];ioﬁ
in the Rajya Sabha to enable it to amend the pI‘BSEI'lt' on: ution
and remove from the Statutes whatav‘er democratic rig t °
there and change the present parliamentary form into

) ial form of Government, | .
Pr?;ien;;:L{iZ:ls are being held in a hurry w?thout | Elvmﬁ
sufficient time to the enumerators to do thelrd wlc]n y ;Tk
candidates, polhitical parties andlothers mteres.tjed tuh (3: {d ee riviné
to raisc complaints and objections to the lists, thus dep

thousands of their right to vote.

Total Failure Of Congress(l) | | 1

1DThf—: ruling party is in a haste to get the verdict qf t}1e pjoltaliz
because all the criticism made of the Jgnata regime agt e
promises made during the Lok Sabha elections have prove ocm
a hoax. During its four months’ rule the Congress(l)th‘ril:mtha
has totally failed to tackle any of theh problems. a:azs i];g e
people, the situation, in fact, has rapujl‘y dete_rlmde n thé
period. The prices of the necessities 0‘f h’rei L:Dntlrll]ug t;)t. di;sel
price of sugar particularly reaching unimaginable heights, :

*published in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi. May 25. 1980.
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kerosene, cement, etc., are just not available except in the
blackmarket. There has been increase in the prices of coal and
steel by more than 50 per cent. What to say of bringing down the
prices, hardly a day passes when the price-index in relation to
essential commodities does not rise. The railway transportation
System continues to be in the doldrums, disrupting the movement
of essential commodities as well as coal leading to chaos in
power generation. The peasantry has been treated very shabily by
providing only Rs. two increase in the price of wheat when the
general price-index has risen by more than 20 per cent.

The law and order situation has worsened under Congress(I)
rule. Attacks on Harijans and women have become a regular
feature with the police either conmiving or acting as onlookers.
Inside the ruling party, a demand is betng made to bring law and
order, a State subject, under the Concurrent List and the State
Governments are being asked to follow the policies and
programmes dictated by the Centre in violation of promises and
pledges given to the electorate by the different political parties
running the State Government. This demonstrates the drive of the
Central Congress(I) leaders against States’ autonomy and the
tederal provisions of the Indian Constitution. It is not accidental
that the entire Emergency outfit is being rehabilitated by
appointing them to influential positions and officers who were

doing their duties in unearthing the Emergency crimes are being
penalised.

Situation In Punjab

The situation in Punjab is much worse. Apart from the high
prices and the scarcity of everything which is required for
agricultural and industrial productions leading to unemployment
and loss in production. The administration is being run at the
dictates of the Congress(l). Ordering mass transfers of officers
and other administrative cadres with a view to boosting the
narrow party mnterests of the Congress(I) Party.

The repression launched against the workers of the Partap Steel
and Rolling Mills, Chheharta, the indiscriminate firing on
innocent workers by the police and management are indicative of
things to come if the Congress(I) Party comes to power.

Punjab: Election Manifesto Of CPI(M) 81

This 1s the background in which the present {%ssemb]y
alections are being held. These elections occupy an important
place n the struggle against authoritarian for.ces.- K-eepmg this
object in view, our Party decided to do ev'erythnllg in its power tcj
trransform the ensuing electroral struggle in ?unjab mte: a serious
political struggle. In order to mobilise the widest qullc opinion
against the authoritarian forces and to defeat them, it has played
an important role in bringing together the CP'I(M), CPI a1:1d the
Akali Party by forging an electoral understanding by reducing its
seats to thirteen from the beginning. It also tried to make fall the
efforts to bring in the Janata Party and Congress(U) in the
alliance but could not fully succeed in its efforts.

Our Party’s Record |
Our Party is a consistent fighter agamnst authoritarianisr}i and in
defence of the interest of the working class, agricultu_ral
libourers, peasantry, students, youth, employees gnd other toiling
people. It also has begun fighting for the genuine dt?m'ands of
small traders and small-scale and medium industrialists. Its
members in the last Vidhan Sabha have a clear record of such a
fight as true representatives of the toiling millions of the State.
No lure of office or personal benefits have attracted them.
Wherever the interests of the common man are involved and
wherever there was repression against the people, wherever there
were struggles of working class, agricultural workers, empl:oyees,
peasants and others, they stood in the forefront, whgther it was
inside the Vidhan Sabha or outside it. Neither repression nor any
personal ambition could detract them from the sacrec! cause of
building the unity of the Left and democratic forces w1tl? a view
to developing an alternative to the bourgeois-landlord regime. |
Our Party today is leading three State Left Front a'nd'Le’rt
and Democratic Front Governments. Within the Constitutional
lmitations. these. Governments have the brilliant record of
providing relief to the working class, employees and other
sections of the people. The three Governments have exten(fled
their supporting hands to the movements of the struggling
workers, agricuitural labourers and peasants. They have made
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active interventions in support of the establishment of trade union
rights. The two lakh jute workers of West Bengal have been able
to win a minimum wage of Rs. 470.10 per month for each
worker. Three lakh workers in the engineering industry have
been benefited by the increase in their basic wage by Rs. 52 to 56
per month. For the sharecroppers, through the ‘Operation Barga’,
0.66 lakh sharecroppers have already been recorded in the land
records. The preliminary step to meet the land-hunger of landless
agriculturists has been initiated by taking over the land of big
landowners, retained above the ceiling through various machina-
tions and its distribution to the landless. The oppression carried
on in the past on the cultivators in the name of levy has been
abohished. The small and middle peasants have been given relief
in the form of exemption from land revenue up to four acres of
utigated land and six acres of unimrigated land. To relieve the
peasants from the clutches of usurers, the State Governments are
making all possible efforts to make available to them cheap loans
from financial institutions. Agricultural workers have been
ensured a fair wage. The West Bengal Government is the first
State Government which during 1978-79 provided unemployment
allowance to 145,000 youth incurring an expenditure of Rs. 9.25
crores. During the current year, 1979-80, one lakh more people
are to be provided with unemployment allowance incurring a
total expenditure of Rs. 13 crores. The West Bengal Government
has provided old-age pensions for small farmers and agricultural
workers, increasing the pension of Government pension-holders
and made education free up to Class XII from 1981.

Similarly the Kerala Government has provided pensions for
agricultural workers at the rate of Rs. 45 per month for those
above 60 years of age, unemployment allowance, health cards for
55 Iakh school children to medically examine them and to take
follow-up action. The Kerala Government has taken many other
measures to give relief to the toilers,

It 1s because of dedication to the cause of the toiling people
that our Party won significant victories during the Lok Sabha
elections, giving a crushing defeat to the Congress(I) in these
States. It 1s due to this record of service that the Left and

8
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democratic forces won impressive victory over the Congress(I) in
the States after 1t had established its rule at the Centre. That is
why the Congress(I) Government in the Centre is trying fto
distress these Governments by using its power in the Centre and
by instigating trouble through various methods. Our Party along
with other Left and democratic parties will fight against these
manoeuvres as a part of the struggle against authoritarianism. It
will tirelessly work to mobilise the people of the State for the
introduction of these measures which have been adopted by these
Governmemts.

Programme For Punjab

In this situation our Party and other Left parties have to play a
key role in acting as a mobiliser, organiser and nitiator of the
struggle against the authoritarian party. As @ consistent champion
of the interests of the masses and fighter for democracy our Party
places belore the people the following programme for which it
will carry on the struggle inside and outside the Legislature.

A slightly summarised version of the programme follows:

In the political sphere, the programme i1s aimed at bringing
changes in the Constitution to enable the States to have more
powers so as to develop the economic, political and social iife of
the people of the States; the inclusion of Chandigarh and other
Punjabi speaking areas in Punjab and solution of problems of
river waters on the basis of accepted principles; to fight against
communalism n any form by uniting all the democratic and
secular forces and by ensuring the right of rchigious freedom and
worship; to create a scientific outlook among the people on
various issues and strengthen the unity of the common Punjabis,

In the economic sphere, for setting up a dry port in Amritsar
as well as for starting an international flight from Amritsar to
London and to work for establishing a railway line between
Ludhiana and Chandigarh and linking it directly with Delhi; for
lessening of the burden of taxation on the poorer sections of
the people and for levying taxes on the richer sections who
T¢I a position to pay; for removing imbalance in industrial
development in the State by sctling up heavy industries as well as
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morc sugar, cloth and yam factories; for the speedy completion of
the Thien Dam and other power projects for making enough
power available for industrial and agricultural advancement of the
State; for guaranteed supply of power and diesel to industries,
agriculture and transport, for provision of cheap credits, supply of
raw materials and help in the marketing of the production of
small-scale industries; for State trading and foodgrains and other
essential commoditics and strengthening of the public distribution
System to supply essentials at subsidised prices to those with
annual income below Rs. 2000,

For the working class, fixing of minimum wages at Rs. 350
per month along with D.A. at Rs. 1.50 per point increase in
the price index; recognition of trade unions on the basis of
secret ballot along with the right of minority unions to join 1n
negotiations,

For Government employces, full trade union rights and
recognition of their democratically elected organisations,
withdrawal of Article 3, 17(A)}2) from the Civil Service Rules;
removal of anomalies in pay grades within three months: Central
pattern of D.A.; bonus to all cmployees at 8.33 per cent;
provision for housing or adequate house rent allowance: services
of all ad hoc employees with one year’s service to be regulurised.

In the sphere of education, free education up to the
Secondary standard; reorganisation of education system in a
secular and democratic basis; nationalisation of all educational
institutions; development of Punjabi language and its use as
medium for higher education; recognition of elected students’
unions and their participation in the running of educational
Institutions.

For the youth, voting right at the age of 18; more facilities for
vocational and technical training; arrangements for sports and
cultural activities in the rural areas: provide adequate
employment and unemployment allowance.

For women, social and political equahity, equal pay for equal
work; maternity benefit and kindergartens for working women’s

children; for using only women police for arrest and investiga-
tions involving women.
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For peasants, amendment to land ceiling laws to plug all
foopholes and make sufficient surplus lands available for
distribution to agricultural workers and landless peasants; seek
the distribution of all evacuee and waste lands to Harijans and
other abadkars at the rate of five acres per family, remunerative
prices for agricultural produce and their purchase l_)y Govemment
agencies at the price fixed; crop insurance for agrlcu]tura]_pnces;
for overhauling the co-operative credit system and credit from
other banking instiutions to agricultural workers and small
peasants to save them from the clutches of usurers; supply of
agricultural inputs; implements and insecticides at cheap rates;
for issuing passbooks to all cultivators to enable them to get
inputs on credit and protect thcm from harassment by revenue
officials.

For agricultural workers, enactment of lcgislation to protect
their interests and ensure implementation of their wage rates;
application of Minimum Wages Act to brick kiln workers; cheap
credit for agricultural workers, house-sites and subsidy and credit
for construction of houses; no agricultural worker’s family to be
without a house within the next five years; old age pension (o
agricultural workers whose income 1s less than Rs. 1200 a year,
at the age of 60 at the rate of Rs. 45 a month; untouchability to be
dealt with as a criminal offence and indulging in social boycott of
Harijans to be dealt with severcly; provision of sufficient grants
and interest-free loans for employment-generating schemes for
Harijans and other backward classes.

The Manifesto then ends with the following appeal:

Appeal To The Pcople

As has been stated above, these Vidhan Sabha elections are
very crucial not only for the people of our State but for the whole
country. On the results of thesc eclections depend whether the
forces of authoritarzanism will have their way to do away with
the democratic rights achieved after prolonged struggle by the
Indian peoplc and impose one-party dictatorship, or the forces of
duthoritananism are checked and the struggle for democracy and
progress strengthened. The results of these elections are going to
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have far-reaching etfects on the body politic of the country—
whether in a democratic set-up, the Left and democratic
alternative represented by the three State Governments is allowed
to develop in competition with the bankrupt policies of bourgeois-
landlord Governments or one-party rule is established there also
by the undemocratic step of dissolution of these Assemblies. On
the result of these elections will depend whether the bankrupt
path of development which has led the country to untold
miseries, unprecedented price-rise  and  inflation, growing
unemployment and disparities would be allowed to work in the
interest of monopolists and landlords or Left and democratic
forces are able to provide an alternative showing an alternative
path which alone can take the country out of the present
€CONOMIC MESS.

The CPI(M) appcals to the workers, agricultural labourers,
peasants, employees, students, youth, intellectuals and other
toiling people, small traders and small industrialists to rally
behind the CPI(M), CPI and the Shiromani Akali Dal alliance to
give a crushing defeat to the Congress(I) in the State. It appeals to
them to support the candidates of the Janata Party, Congress(U)
and Lok Dal where there is no CPI(M), CPI or Akali Dal
candidatc. Anyone of them who is capable of defeating the
Congress(I) should be supported. This will strengthen the
strnggle against authoritarianism in the State.,

The CPI(M) is the revolutionary Party of the working class,
dedicaled to the cause of the downtrodden and is entering the
elections with a view to strengthening the Left and democratic
forces inside and outside of the Vidhan Sabha. The CPI(M)
represcnts the best revolutionary traditions of anti-imperialist
struggles, of anti-feudal struggles and of struggles of working
class and the peasantry and all democratic movements. Its leaders
and cadres have a record of untold sufferings in the struggle
for a better future to the people of the State and the country.
Although its objective is to set up a People’s Democratic State
which alone can solve the base problems of the people, it is
entering the elections with the objective of bringing a change
in the correlation of class forces in favour of the working class.

Punjab: Election Manifesto Of CPI(M) 87

[t appeals to the patriotic people of the State to tireleﬁssly work for
the candidates of the CPI(M) and support thtem with votes qnd
money. It has fielded only 13 candidates who 1pc1ude leaderg like
pi. Kishori Lal, Comrade-in-arms of Shahid Ehagat Smgt},
Comrade Dalip Singh Tapiala, Comrade Jagjit Singh Lyz_illpun,
Comracde Chanan Singh, Dhoot who have a record of serving the
people of the State for more than 45 years. Devoted comrgdes
like Master Chand Singh, Darshan Singh Jhabal, Sarwan Smgh
Cheema, Master Bhagat Ram, Prof, Balwant Singh, Dr. Dev Ray,
Daya Singh Ghamnewal, Bibi Shaminder Kaur, dal_‘lghter of t'he':
late Praja Man leader Bhagwan Singh Longowalia, and Bibi
Surjit Kumari, a fearless leader of agricultural wprkers. |

" The victory of everyone of these comrades is very important
for developing the unity of Left and democratic fm?ces in the
State. Apart from our candidates, victory of CPI candidates 1s of
utmost importance for strengthening the unity of Left forces and
of Akali candidates to defeat the authoritarianism of the
Congress(I). The workers and cadres of our Pgrty and the people
following us should do their utmost in defeating the Congress(I)
in all parts of the State. We are sure that the pfeople of our State
will play an important role to give a crughmg defeat to the
Congress(I) as they did in the June 1977 elections.
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CPI(M) Polit Bureau’s Statement on June 10, 1980

The following is the text of the
New Delhi on June 10 by the Polit By
of India (Marxist) after its rwo

Press statement issied in

reau of the Communist Party
-day session on June 9 and ]0-

The 'Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist
considers that the electoral victory of the Congress (I) In ]t;)
Assembly elections in several States constitutes a portehtoui
development spelling danger to popular rights and democracy

It centralises power in the hands of 2 power-hungry party which

has neither given up its authoritarian ambit

IONS nor m
bones about them. e any

I't 15 not therefore accidental that Important spokesmen of th
rulmg_ p;ilrty have already started talk about changin thz
Constltu'tton of the country and teplacing it by a Presidentiagl one
A consplragy agamst the parliamentary form is already afoot anci
an gtFampt Is likely to be made to get it constitutional sanction
utilising _the Congress (I} majorities in Parliament and the Stat,
Assemblies. The Law Minister has already expressed thz
Government’s disagreement with the important Supreme Court
Judgement that Parliament has no powers to change the basic
structu-re of the Constitution. In the name of giving precedence to
Dlr.i:ctwe Principles over Fundamental Rights, the ruling party is
again out to subvert the Constitution, The Congress (1) is bentyon
retaining power in its hands at all cost.

It will be wrong to conclude that the Congress (I) has secured a
popular mandate for its designs of one-party rule. Those who have

L : Do wd r
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voted for the Congress (1) have voted out of quite different
reasons like dissatisfaction with the performance of Janata rule
and absence of any viable alternative to the Congress (I). Besides,
the large number of seats secured by the Congress (1)—(wo-thirds
and three-fourths in some States—are not a measure of 1ts
strength and popularity; they are the result of the present electoral
system which does not provide for proportional representation.
The Congress (I} has hardly secured 50 per cent of the votes
polled in any State. It has secured a minority vote and won two-
thirds of the seats. Its support s as low as 16 to 23 per cent of the
total electorate in various States. Its victory is largely due to the
division of the Opposition vote rendered inevitable by the lack of
vision and political rectitude on the part of a number of bourgeois-
landlord Opposition parties.

[f the ruling party considers its victory as a popular mandate for
arbitrary one-party rule, it will mect further popular resistance.
The people will growingly realise that dictatorial rule s no
solution to their socio-economic-political problems.

A number of bourgeois-landlord Opposition parties must bear
full responsibility for the victory of the Congress (I). They were
too busy with partisan consideration and overlooked the common
danger. Their claim to fight authoritarianism and protect demo-
cracy lost credibility when they refused to reach clectoral
understandings with each other and with the Left to prevent the
division of vote. The leaderships of these parties with their eyes
fixed on ministerial fleshpots exaggerated their strength and
forgot the common danger. Some of them surpassed themselves in
indulging in anti-Left utterances. They forgot that whatever might
be their strength, a Left prop and image was required to bolster
their claims and defeat the Indira Congress. If the Congres (U)
in Maharashtra had joined hands with the parties of the Left and
the Janata, the story in Maharashtra might have been different. If
the Congress (U) and Lok Dal had come to an understanding with
each other and joined hands with the Left, the Congress (I) would
have been routed in Bihar. And if Charan Singh had not acted as if
he had a mandate from heaven to defeat the Congress (I), the story
in U.P. would also have been ditferent.
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The CPI(M), knowing the disarray of the bourgeois-landlord
parties and their weakened elcctoral position, made repeated
appeals to all of them to come together. It hastencd first to brin g
about the unity of the Left forccs, so that with its aid a broader
electoral unity could be brought about.

Different Results

The struggle for Left unity and broader resistance has provided
results where such resistance could be brought about, giving a
rebuff to the Congress (I) and its ambitions of one-party rule, In
Tamﬂ Nadu, the AIADMK in alliance with the Left and other
parties was able to inflict a crushing defeat on the DMK-
Congress (I) alliance—the Congress (I) vote shrinking from 31
per cent in the parliamentary elections to 20.73 per cent in the
Assembly elections. The PB. congratulates the ATADMK, the
L'eft parties and the people of Tamil Nadu on their elecjtoral
victory which has given a big set-back to the sponsors of one-
party rule.

The Congress (I) escaped defeat in Punjab but could secure
onl.y a slender majority because there was a broad front of
resistance to the Congress (I) consisting of the Akal; Party and
the Left parties—the CPI and the CPI(M). This narrow victory of
the Congress (I) in Punjab stands sharply in contrast to its large-
scale victories in other States. In Bihar, too, despite the division of
vote, the Congress (I) has really lost the elections—its dcclared
victory being the result of use of guns and falsification of election
results,

It 1s quite clear that despite the capturing of a large number of
seats in several States by the Congress (I), the counteracting
forces have already started. Popular disapproval has already

expressed itself in the low polling and the smaller share of the
Congress (T) even in this low vote.

Learn from the Experience

| The PB wants to point out that the battle for democracy, the
flght.agamst authoritarianism cannot be carried on espousing
recactionary causes or rousing.communalism and casteism to
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.ccure petty advantages. And this is precisely what some of these
Opposition parties did during the election campaign on the Assam
.osue. Instead of exposing the threat to the mtegrity and unity of
the country, they supported the secessionist movement as a
legitimate and democratic movement, surrendering the imtiative
on national unity to the Congress (I). The massacres of linguistic
and religious minorities did not evoke any protest from them.
Only the CPI(M) and other Left parties stood solidly by national
unity and the defence of minorities. The BIP dominated by
RSS-Jana Sangh elements adopted openly communal positions
encouraging the driving away of Muslim citizens tfrom Assam.

All this made a present of the minorities to the Indira Congress
and they swung in her favour.

The CPI(M) calls on all parties to digest this experience and
lessons and prepare (hemselves for the post-clection chalienges.
The CPI(M) considers that the closcr relationship between the
|eft parties during the elections has strengthened the urge for Left
unity which must be developed to bring about greater cohesion
among ali parties and forces opposed to authoritarianism.

Resist Unitedly

The CPI(M) calls upon all parties to present a solid opposition
to all anti-democratic measures of the Congress (I) coming before
the Parliament and the Assemblies. The united voice of the people
must ring from the parliamentary forum with greater decistve-
ness, and conviction in the cause of defending democracy and
people’s livelihood. The ruling party has already started its
offensive against the people and their livelihood. In the
three States of Maharashtra, Gujarat and Karnataka they have
introduced the Essential Service Ordinances banning working
class strikes in so-called essential services. This is a resurrection
of the legislation of the Emergency days. On the eve of the
Parliament session, the Government has increased the prices of
fertilisers, of diesel oil, of petrolcum products and also proposes
to raise railway passenger fares. With the increase in the price of
diesel oil, bus transport charges are bound to be increased. The
increase in the prices of fertilisers will fall heavily on the
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pcasantry. These must be unitedly resisted on the floor of

Parliament and the Assemblies. The Left parties must stand united

and firmly take the initiative to bring about common opposition in
Parliament.

The capitalist world is already in the midst of deep recession.

The I_ndian economy aiready in crisis will he facing more critical
days in the coming months., The economy 1s already on the point
of break-down and nothing seems to work. The inflation rate is
alreqdy exceeding 20 per cent, and there is absolutely no chance
of its .coming down. Stagnation and inflation—the two
companions of economic crisis—will continue to be with us. The
stability promised by Indira Gandhi is » chimera. The country
will be facing all-round economic tnstability and the mass of
people will soon be made the scapegoat of the crisis. The new
budg.fs:t will throw an enormous burden on the people through
fleecing taxation, high prices, transport and elebtricity charges
and what not.

The defence of democracy and people’s livelihood can no
longer be confined to the precincts of the ‘Assemblies and
Parhament House. The effects of high prices, of taxation. un-
employment, closures will have to be defended through p0£7ular
movements. The full strength of the mass organisations of all
parties is required to defend people’s livelihood. The CPI(M) calls
upon all parties loyal to the people and democracy to join together
in this battle. The trade union, kisan, student, mahila organisations
of all parties can play a role in this.

Situation in Assam

The developments in the North-Eastern region where divisive
and secessionist movements in Assam, Tripura, Meghalaya
Mam'pur, have gathered momentum exploiting some of thé
genume_grievances of the people of thesc States, are disturbing.
The anti-democratic policies pursued by the ruling bourgeois-
landlord parties during the last thirty-three years since Indepen-
dence have had a big role in providing grist to the mill of
the chauvinist and secessionist forces in the region. These
movements, directed as they are against the linguistic aﬁd
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religious minorities, are posing a grave threat to the integrity of
(he country and unity of its people. It should not be forgotten that
imperialist agencies are playing their dirty game of destabilisation
in this region,

The struggle for safeguarding the integrity of the country and
unity of its people demands immediate action by all parties and
forces which stand tor it, The Polit Bureau calls on the leaders of
the agitation in Assam to call off their harmful movement so as to
pave the way for the withdrawal of the armed forces and a
political solution of the problem. The Polit Bureau deplores the
role of the BJP in giving all encouragement to the secessionist
agitation. It calls on the leaders of the Janata, Lok Dal and others
to rise above narrow partisan considerations and take a firm stand

agamnst the secessionist forces.

Developments in Tripura

The Polit Bureau extends its solidarity to the Left Front
Govermment of Tripura which is tacing a very difficult situation.
Rabid chauvinist forces like the Amra Bangalees and the extremist
sections of the Tripura Upajati Samitt have given a violent turn to
events there, The Congress (I) i Tripura instead of taking firm
positions agamst the chauvinists of all hues, 15 encouraging
certain sections among them and i1s exploiting the situation to
demand thc dismissal of the Left Front Government,

Democratic forces in the country cannot leave it entirely {o the
Congress (1) Government to protect the integrity of the country.
They have to take the inttiative all over the country to ensure the
protection of the minorities, their citizenship rights, and defeat the

chaunvinist and secessionist forces.

Defend Left-led Governments

The Congress (1) electoral victory constitutes further threats
to the non-Congress (I) State Governments. In dissolving the
nine State Assemblies and during the election campaign, Indira
Gandht had again and again declared that her party which rules at
the Centre should also be in office in the States. This 1s an open
attack on the federal character of our Constitution, 1t portends an
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attack on even the limited powers that the States enjoy today.
Above all, it 15 a threat to the existence of the non-Congress (1)
Governments—the Left-led Governments in West Bengal, Kerala
and Tripura and the ATADMK Government of Tamil Nadu. The
pro-people policies of the Left-led Governments vary basically
from the pro-vested interests policies of the Congress (1), and the
policies of the Left-led Governments have begun to attract people
all over the country and the concept of a Left and democratic
alternative to the bourgeois-landlord regime is gaming strength in
the people. There are ali vidications of a Congress (1) offensive to
topple these Governments, to concentrate all powers in its hands.
The Left-led State Governments are important out-posts of
anti-authoritarian victory, they constitute a tremendous force
helping the struggles of the people in all spheres. The Congress (I)
designs against these Governments have to be frustrated by
mabilising pcople all over the country through the popularisation
of the achievements and alternate policies of these Governments
in contrast to the policies of bourgeois-landlord State Governments.
The CPI(M) especially calls upon all Left parties to realise that
the weakness of the Left in these States is proving extrcmely
dangerous and united efforts must be made to overcome it.
Above all, the Polit Bureau wants to impress upon all the cadres
of the CPL(M) the grave responsibilities that rest on the Party, the
arduous role it had to play in the coming period. Tt 15 the task of
the Parly to consolidate the unity that has becn achieved of the
Left torces, to build united movements to sateguard the integrity
and unity of the country, to defend States’ autonomy and the
Left-led Governments from all conspiracics, to defend people’s
livelihood from the ferocious onslaught that are in the offing. This
requires that all weaknesses of the Party be overcome as quickly
as possible and a strong Party be built. Without the direct aclivity
of the Party among the masses there is no chance of a break-
through. The mass organisations also have to overcome their
weaknesses quickly to play an effective role in the coming days.
Let all hands work for defending democracy and for protecting
people’s livelihood. And above all let democratic forces all over

the country frustrate the Congress (1) designs (o set up a dictatorial
rcglme.

i
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On Tripura Developments®

Gtatement Dated June 11, 1980 Issued by The
Polit Bureau of CP1(M)

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
considers the sudden developments in Tripura as a conspiracy of
opportunist and anti-national elements to unleuslh the forces
of disintegration and as a part of a foul design to bring down the
Left Front Ministry. N

In the recent riots engineered by the Tripura Upajati Samita alnd
the reaclionary Amra Bangalee who are opposed to progressive
measures to ameliorate the conditions of the tribal people, three
hundred persons have been killed, hundreds have been injun?cl and‘
thousands have been rendered homeless because of burning ot
houses and whole localities.

The responsibility for this mass murder of inm;ncen_ts.musl- be
fully shouldered by the Upajati Samiti and the chauvimist Amra
Bangalee and Anand Margis. | _ |

The Tripura Government had passed legislation for the formatton
of a separate tribal district council with autonomous powers. It
had also passed legislation and restored the land of large number
of tribal peasants evicted during the last two decua!es: The CPI(M)
had always had the support of the large mass of tribal pcasants
and this has been consolidated. |

The leaders of the Upajati Samiti, claiming to represent the entire
tribal people but in reality playing a reu{:tin{mry political role and
placing its services at the disposal of the ruling lebbtb found that
its hold was rapidly decreasing and was out for mischiet. IIIﬂI:IEI]Ced
by the agitation against forcigners in Assam and Qsewhere it took
up the same slogan and sought to set tribals against non-tribals.

[ —
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From the other side, the Anand Margis and Amra Bangalees,
sworn opponents of the Left Ministry were rousing Bengali
chaux_,rmlsm against the Ministry for its legislation for the Tribal
plstrlct Autonomous Council, elections for which are to be held
in the next few days. The most foul part of the conspiracy is that
the angress(l) in Tripura, together with parties like Janata in the
St_ate IS openly fanning the fratricidal conflict and conspiring to
bring down the Left Front Ministry. Having created a law and order
problem it has asked the Centre to dismiss the Ministry and put
the State under Presidential rule. The P.B. warns all democratic
forces against the heinous conspiracy and calls on them to unitedly
frustrate it.

The Central Government and the Congress(I) will not be able
to s'c:lve the Assam problem and save the integrity of the country if
thcn; party elsewhere champions a similar secessionist movement
and 1n the bargain conspires to attack democracy. Minimum honesty
and loyz}lty to national integrity require that the Congress(1) should
| rebuke 1l§ local unit for its anti-national role and demaﬁd that it
stop creating alaw and order problem for the State. The Congress(I)
should a-Sk Its Tripura unit to give up this path and help the Left
Front Ministry which is exerting all efforts to restore normalcy in
the State.

The Polit Bureau extends its heart-felt sympathy to the large
number of people who have been victims of the attacks organised
by the chauvinist forces.
| The' Polit Bureau expresses its sense of appreciation of the way
in which the Left Front Ministry and ranks of the Party have
withstood the attack of reactionaries from all sides—some of them
openly financed by foreign agencies. The valiant fight which they
are putting up for defending the integrity of the country, the unity
of all sections of the Tripuri people, should earn them the praise of
ul! democrative forces. The Polit Bureau expresses its full solidarity
with them. The PB. calls upon all Left and democratic forces to

stundﬁ bEh{Hd the Tripura Ministry and frustrate the designs of
recactionaries against it.

]

b
b
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Observance of National
Integration Day™

Decision Taken by The Polit Bureau of CPI(M)
in a Resolution Adopted in its Meeting Held on

June 9-19, 1980

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist), 10 its
meeting held on June 0 and 10, 1980, has adopted rcselutions on
Assam and Tripura. Earlier also a fot of material had appcared in
People’s Democracy and Lok Lahar about the situation in Assam.
It will be clear from all this material that the situation
is very serious, and the secessionist movements in the
North-Eastern region are out to disrupt the unity of the country.
This is disruptive of the democratic movement in the region as
well as in the country as @ whole.

There is no doubt that the imperialists also are behind these
clements. This danger can be fought only if all the forces who
stand for national unity and integration are mobilised to opposc
these disruptive movements. Perhaps there 1s not sutficient
awareness about this danger in many parts of the country. Therefore
we ask all Party units to observe a day before June 25. The exact
date can be decided by the States themselves as a day of national
integration against disruptive movements in Assam, Tripura and
clsewhere by holding hall meetings, public mectings and using
other means to explain our Party’s point of view and rally
democratic forces throughout the country.

=published in "PEOQPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New [elhi. June 221960,




Polit Bureau on Assam?*

Statement Dated June 11, 1980
Issued in New Delhi

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
issued the following statement on Assam on June 11, 1980 in
New Delhi.

The CPI(M) has fully supported the demand for an end to foreign
influx into Assam, and has been working aill the time for a
peaceful and just solution of this problem. But the hope of an
carly solution has been helied. The P.B. of the CPI(M) calls upon
all democratic parties and forces, all patriotic people to realise
that in Assam the country today faces a serious threat of
disintegration. The agitation in Assam is no longer a just
movement for saving the integrity of the country from foreign
influx. Notwithstanding the desire of the masses passionately
supporting this demand, the forcigner issue is now being used by
the most disruptive forces as an excuse (o advance secessionist
plans of creating destabilisation, supported from behind by
Incia’s traditional enemies, the imperialists, whose Press and
Radio are lending full support to the anti-national efforts from
abroad.

The P.B. notes with concern that though the leadership of the
agitation could not carry out their threat to take the law into their
own hands and identify and deport foreigners, numbering four
and a half million according to them, yet, hundreds of Indian
citizens have been ousted from their homes, their properties
looted or destroyed, reducing them to destitutes. Thousands have,
as a result, crossed into West Bengal already.

*Published in "PEOPLE S DEMOCRACY". New Deihi. June 220 1980,
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The most perturbing aspect of the situation in Assam is the
complete identification of a substantial part of the Assam
administration, the police and administrative services included,
with the current agitation, of which they have become outposts in
{act. Though there are officers loyal to the Constitution and to
their duty, the administration, by and large, encourages activities
directed against the country’s integrity and unity. The Governor
of Assam, an old ICS official, has done nothing effective to bring
the anti-national forces under control, but seems to have done
everything to encourage them. He must be deemed to be the most

guilty party in the Assam administration.

The movement is neither a democratic movement to assert
popular rights nor 1s it waging a struggle against unemployment,
poverty and neglect by the Centre. It 1s a movement to separate
Assam from the rest of India, for which the impenalist agenctes
have been laying plans for a leng time. The anti-minority and
anti-outsider frenzy is roused to conceal this real direction as well
as to create a proper psychological basis for a secessionist
movement in Assam.

That 1s why the movement has directed its attack againsi
religious and linguistic minorities, secking to uproot them from
the soil of Assam. The minorities are tfired upon by the Assam
police—it seems more than a hundred were kitled 1n police fining
on May 26 when the minorities first organised their demonstra-
tuon. And, besides, mass murders of minorities have been
committed by the inflluenced followers of the movement.
Hundreds of Musiim and Hindu Bengalis and others have been
massacred during the last few months. Thousands have been
forced into refugee camps living in terror.

The CPIM) holds the Congress Government and its past
policies responsible for this massacre and challenge to Indian
unity, for this distortion of the just discontent of the pcople of
Assam mito anti-national channels. The concentration of power at
the Centre, the rcduction of the States to the status of feudatories
of the Centre, the opposition to treat the States as constituents of
cqual status and the evils of the capitalist path have all led to this
challenge of disruption.
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The Central Government, though it realises the serious
character of the situation, 1s yet unablc to move quickly and save
the minorities from further attacks.

Notwithstanding its assumed concern for the minorities, it has
failed to protect them, for the simple reason that it still relies on
the local administration which by and large is committed to drive
out the minoritics.

Not all its announced measures of declaration of Public
Disturbances Order Act, deployment of CRP, llag march of the
army units have added an 10ta of protection to the munorities and
created a scnsc of national solhidarity among the Assamese people.

The CRP and the army units have to act under the civil
authoritics. Local high-ranking admmistrative officers do not
allow the Central forces to act in defence of minorities. Most of
them strongly support the movement.

The CPIKM) firmly holds that while the rights of Indian
citizenship have to be ensured at all costs and linguistic and
religious minorities have to be guaranteed protection by the full
use of Central authority, simultaneously a political solution has to
be found to settle the question of foreign nationals. Such a
measure as the Preventive Detention Act and others only
exacerbate the situation setting dangerous precedents to attack
individual liberties.

The CPI(M) 1s of the considered opimon that the Centre has
fatled to discharge its task of defending the rights of Indian
citizens and the minorities. It will be ruinous for the country and
the betrayal of national interests if the Central Government
compromises on these tssues n the name of a political solution.

The CPI(M) strongly deplores the attitude of a number of
political parties who, instead of warning the people against the
danger of disintegration, are supporting the movement. They are
callous to the atrocities on linguistic and religious minorities and
let down the banner of national unity. It calls upon all these
parties not to be a plaything of the imperialist forces who are
detcrmined on the vivisection of the country.

The CPI(M) welcomes the awakening among the minorities of
Assam—rcligious and hinguistic, Hindus and Muslhims, Bengalis,
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Biharis, Nepalis and Rajasthans. They have risen to defend their
indian citizenship and their fundamental rights. This democratic
movement for preserving national unity is described un-
scrupulously by the big bourgeors Press as a communal
movement. This is the stand of the secessionists which the Press
is systematically spreading.

Resides, there is a new awakening among the plains tribcs who
form an important minority. All these years this section of the
minority was denied its duc share in education and the
administration by the chauvinists and now they are threatened
with lurther curtailment of their nights.

The CPI(M) demands full protection to the minorities. So far,
the failure of the Government to carry out this essential task of
civil Government has been singular.

The Polit Bureau sends its greetings to the Party comrades who
have been valiantly fighting the anti-national movement. They
had to face murderous assaults, attacks, beatings and public
humiliation. They together with the leaders of trade unions of the
CITU, of the SFI and kisan organisations have carned the
congratulations of all democratic forces all over the country.

The CPI(M) conveys its fraternal greetings to the leaders and
cadres of the Left parties of Assam, and to groups and individuals
who, standing together with our Party, have defended the cause
of national unity and faced the assaults of secessionists. The
CPI(M) considers the assault on Prof. Hiren Gohain, who
continued to hold aloft the banner of national unity, at the hands
of the agitalors a serious threat to democracy and the umty of the
country.

The CPI(M) pays its homage to the memory of those who fell
victims to the gangster attacks organised by the secessionists.

The CPI(M) calls upon all democratic forces and parties in the
country to raise their voice against the forces of disintegration
and support a solution of the problem on the following basis:

(1) The secessionist agitation should be withdrawn and
following it all repressive administrative measures should be
withdrawn; (2) steps should be taken to instil confidence in the
minorities by revamping the local administration; (3) the Centre
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:ﬁhou'ld announce firm measures to stop all further foreign
rrr?rmgration across the border; (4) discussions should be started
with 1971 as the cut-off year; (5) an impartial machinery having
the cor_lfidcm:e of the minorities to detect foreigners; (6) a joint
campaign by all democratic parties to explain to the peopie of
Asgam the vital issues at stake and win them over to protect
nattonal unity; (7) an agreed programme for the ccoﬁomic

development of Assam to overcome problems of unemployment
landlessness and poverty. |

21

FElection Reviews—1980*

CPI(M) Central Committee’s Review of Lok Sabha |
$lections of January 1980 and State Assemblies
Elections of May 1930

Introduction

printed in this booklet are the reviews made by the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) of the Lok
S bha election of January 1980, and also the elections to nine
Crate Assemblies in May 1980. They deal with the tactics followed
by the Party during the J wly 1979 crisis which led to the resignation
of the Morarji Desai Government and the break-up of the Janatu
Party, and the formation and resignation of the Coalition
Government comprising the Janata( S), the Congress(S), AIADMK
and Akali Dal. They also deal with the electorul tactics of the
Party in both the Lok Sabha and State Assembly elections. The
two documents analyse the election results in detal [ how they came
about and what they portend.

The Central Committee had finalised and adopted the two
reviews in July 1980 itself. Some d ifferences of opinion had arisen
regarding the tactics the Party had followed in the situation that
was developing after the Janata began 1o break up. The Central
Committee had come to the conclusion thut the tactics pursued by
the Party were correct.

What were these differences? Whether it was correct 1o have
come out with the statement supporting the no-confidence motion
against the Morarji Desai Government, whether it was correct 1o
have offered support to Charan Singh'’s Coalition Government
when it was to face a confidence motion, whether in all this there
was any overemphasising of the communal danger from the RSS
to the detriment of the struggle against the authoritarian forces?

*Pyblished as a Booklet in June 981,
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The Central Committee had come to the conclusion that the
stand of supporting the no-confidence motion against the Janata
Governunent headed by Morurji Desai was correct.

The Janata Party which rightly began the stru ggle to dismantle
the Emergency regime set up by the Indira Gandhi Government,
Jollowing its victory in the March 1977 Lok Sabha election and its
subsequent victory in the elections 1o the State Assemblies, had
slowly and steadily lost its momentum and slackened the striuggle
against the authoritarian platform represented by Indira Gandhi.

Under pressure of the ever-deepening economic crisis and

growing mass discontent, and also due to the very class nature of

the Janata Partv and its leadership, mosi of the Janata-run State
Governments as well as the Central Government had begun to

rapidly acquire the traits of authoritarianism. The banning of

sStrikes, the repression on the people, the enactment of preventive
detention laws, and increasing attacks on minorities and the
oppressed Scheduled Castes and Tribes had become a normal
practice with the Janata-ruled State Governments. The
promulgation of anti-working class Ordinances by the Central
Government, its announced propos'al to endact a preventive
detention law and the brutal manner in which it suppressed the
legitimate narionwide agitation of the police, CRP, CISF, etc., left
no doubt as to the authoritarian trends developing in the Janata
leaders.

There was also the disgusting spectacle of senior leaders and
Ministers of the Janata Party like Mora rit Desai, Charan Singh
and Jagjivan Ram hurling charges of corruption against each other
and indulging in constant factional in-fighting.

The RSS-Jana Sangh combine, when it found itself to be the
single biggest organised detachment in the ruling Janata Party,
had begun to throw about its wetght for self-aggrandisement at
the expense of the other constituents of the Janata Partv. The
RSS-Jana Sangh had succeeded i securing a firm hold over the
dominant leadership of Janata Party organisation. This RSS-Jana
Sangh dominance in the Janata Parry, the known involvement of
RSS leaders in the communal viots as in Aligarh and Jamshedpur,
the growing utrocities on the Harijans, were all alienating the
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qninorities and weaker sections from the Junata Party, and rhnf_m--'in g
Jem back inta the fold of Indira Gandhi’s inﬂumc‘e_, ls'reirmusiy.
andermining the struggle against authoritarianism. r]hfi issue of
Adual membership—simultaneous membership of ﬂwi RSS and Ihe
Janata Partv—was raised by other constituents like the BLD,
vocialist, a section of the CFD, etc.
" Thus the Janata Party, its political character, role and
complexion had begun rapidly changing in the twentvseven months
i1 was i power and the party itself began to break up as seen at
the time of the no-confidence motion. Except a section of the former
Praja Socialists, the Congress(Q) and the RSS-Jan Sangh, all the
other constituents walked out of the party. .

Nat ro have supported the no-confidence motion, or remaining
neutral on it, would have been wrong; and continuance of support
to the Morarji Desatl Government would have meant, (’_)b,l'e(?ffvff[_‘_\’,
handling over effective power to the RSS-Jana Sangh cambine.
The Central Committee reaffirmed the correctness of the Party
supporting the no-confidence motion. N

The political developments during the July 1979 crisis and

following it, made it clear thar the alignment of political forces

that took place on the eve of the March 1977 Lok Sabha election
and afterwards was undergoing rapid shifts, and the Party had to
reorientate its tactics in working for a new realignment of political

Jorces, a realignment thar would fucilitate the struggle against the

authoritarian forces and also help the process of uniting the Left
and democratic forces. Anv attempt on the parr of the Party to
save the Janata Government of Morarji Desal as it stood at the
e of the July crisis, would have compromised the Party’s position
and proved counter-productive.

When the leaderships of both the Charan Singh-Chavan alliance
and the Jagjivan Ram led Janatu began making efforts to strike a
deal with the Congrexs(1), the Central Committee stared its poxition
clearly regarding the formation of a new Government: "The
CPIM ) would offer its cooperation to political parties which ure
trying to form a Government which is not dependent for its existence
on either the Congress(l) or the Jana Sangh-RSS combination. '.'
Further, if such a Government fails to materialive, "the CPI{M)

T

thinks thar an appeal to the people Is absolutely necessary”.
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Consistent with this stand, the CPItM)} did not lend the names
of its Lok Sablia members when Charan Singh submitted 10 the
President the list of his supporters including the Congress(l). The
Polit Bureau also issued a statement saving, "....... it seems that
with the process of counting of heads in full swing, principles were
being jettisoned for the sake of numbers and certain Junata(S)
leaders made a beeline for Congress(I) support”. "With these
developments it is clear that the Janata(S}) Government, if it is
formed, will be heavilv dependent on the Congress(l) for its survival
and existence. The CPI{M) cannot be a party to support a Ministry
which comes to depend upon the Congress(1) for its survival.” At
the same time, the Polit Bureau expressed "its firm opposition to
the formation of a Ministry dependent on the Jana Sangh-RSS
combinarion”.

But the situation was rapidlyv changing. The Congress(I) mounted
pressure on the Charan Singh-Chavan alliance demanding
concessions including the aboilition of Special Courts; for its own
partisan-ends, the Congress(l) began allying with the RS5S-Jana
Sangh-dominated Janata in Bihar and Haryana.

While this was taking place on the one side, on the other,
Janata (8) began adopting a stiffer attitude to the Congress().
The inclusion in the Charan Singh Cabinet of a number of
Congress(S}leaders who had given evidence against Indira Gandhi
before the Shah Commission, the flat refusal to conecede the demand
for withdrawal of cases and abolition of Special Courts, Charan
Singh's open statement thuat he would not meet Indira Gandhi and
have discussions with her till the vote of confidence was over, and
so on, were straining relations between the leaders of Janata ()
and the Congress(l). Charan Singh also issued statements to
the effect that he was prepared to face a mid-term poll
rather than give in to the pressure of the Congress(1). One trend in
the Janata(S) was for closer relations with the Congress(l), while
another stronger trend was asserting itself to lessen dependence
on the Congress(l) und to compensate the loss of Congress(1)
support by mobilising the support of the Left, democratic and
regional parties and groups.
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It was this situation that the Party had 1o assess to decide on 1ts
aititude to the issue of confidence vote in the Charan Singh
Government. The question was: what would help the strengthening
of the struggle ugainst the authoritarian forces of the Congress(l)
and the compromising wing in the Janata(§)?

The Polit Bureau and the Central Committee came to the
conclusion that lending support to the specific issue of confidence
vote, without committing the Party to overall support to the new
Government, would held "the Ministry to disentangle itself from
dependence on the Congress(I} and enable it 1o struggle both
against authoritarianism and communalism”. The Party’s support
10 the vote of confidence would strengthen the hands of the anti-
authoritarian elements and weaken the compromising forces who
were for greater cooperation with the Congress{).

Eventy that followed proved the correctness of the line adopted
bv the Partv. The conflicts and conrradictions between the
Congress (I) authoritarian forces on the one hand and the forces
represented by the Junata(S)-Congress(S) alliance proved stronger
and Charan Singh’s Cabinet preferred to submit its resignation
rather than be blackmailed by the Congress(l).

The Central Commirtee’s election review documents reaffirm
the correctness to the tactics adopted by the Party during the July
crisis and subsequent days. At every stage of the crisis, the CPI(M) s
tactics were aimed at strengthening the forces that stood against
Congress (1) authoritarianism. At the same time, these ractics did
not leave any Scope for the forces of communalism to lake
advantage of the situation. Whatever differences had arisen over
some of these questions were resolved, as can be seen from the

fact that the Central Committee finalised and adopted these review

documents und unitedly worked out all its tactics subsequently.

It is necessary for the entire Party to studv and assimilate these
correct tactics followed by the Party in a pertod full of twists and
turns. The reviews made by the Central Committee of the Lok Sabha
and State Assemblies elections and published herve are intended
precisely for this.
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REVIEW REPORT OF JANUARY 1980
LOK SABHA ELECTION

The parliamentary election of January 1980 produced a complete f-

change in the political sttuation with the authoritarian party once
again installed in the Central Government. Power has again passed,
through a popular mandate, to the party which had clamped the

Emergency on the country, dispensed with democratic norms and j

announced its plan to change the Constitution to suit its purpose
of one-party rule.

The authoritarian party lost no time in increasing its stranglehold
over the administration and the governmental apparatus. It had no
compunction to disband the Governments of nine States which
were ruled by opposition parties. For the ttme being, it has spared
the threc Left-led Governments but its intentions are quite clear.

This swing of the people towards the authontanan party which
was routed 1n the Hindi arca only two and a half years ago,
constitutes an amazing and ominous development. It has
overwhelmed many, making them lose sight of the deep social
forces at work. At the same time, the important and reactionary
character of the change cannot be mimimised. Our Party was
concentrating its effort precisely to avoid this danger, to prevent
its emergence by working for the implementation of certain
policics. This objective of the Party could not be realised. The
trek towards the Indira Congress of people, alienated by the Janata
could not be stopped. The election came 1n the midst of this process
and produced the inevitable result.

The results of the elections are striking. They revealed the great
culf that was stretching between the Janata and the people, thanks
to 1ts performance of the last two and a half years; and also the
weakness of the opposition due to division of votes. The distribution
of votes n the last election showed the shift in voting.

Party Year Votes won Percentage of
vOLgs
Congress (1) 1980 83.5 milhon 42.56
Congress (United) 1977 64.7 million 34.35
Janata 1980 37.2 mittion 18,97
Janata 1977 81.1 million 43.00
Lok Dal FOR() 8.5 million 9.45
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The Janata vote fell by more than 50 per cent, a fall of more
¢han four crores of votes. The combined vote of the Janata and
ok Dal fell short of their votes in 1977 by more than two cror_es.
Their percentage fell from 43.06 to 28. Such was the big landslide
i1 the vote experienced by the Janata Party and its former
constitucnts. |

According to a UNI publication, the tally of the Congress(l) 1s
hicher than the combined vote of the Janata (18.97%), the Lok
I);l (9.45%) and the Congress(U) (5.3%). Over 70% of the ncw
Lok Sabha members who have won with majority votes belong to
the Congress(l). As many as 786 of the 525 members won on
majority votes. Of these 203 were from the Congress(I). The DMK
<ent all its members on majority of votes, their winning percentage
averaging 55.1. Next came the CPYM), 28 out of its 35 members
having been elected on majority votes. The average poll percentage
0 their case worked out to 54.37, Twentyfour of the 3] Janata
members and 36 of the 41 Lok Dal members were elected on
minority votes. The analysis shows that the overall average poll
for clected members is 50.67%, for the 351 members of the
Congress(]), the figurc is 51.78%. ‘

The Congress(l) increased its share of the vote by an average of
11 28% in all but two of the major States compared with the 1977
elections, mainly at the expense of the Janata Party and the Lok
Dul. The rout of the Janata Party was so complete that it had no
represcntative from 14 States and 8 Union Territories. |

The Congress(l) won more than 50% of the votes cast 1n
Karnataka (56.25%); Andhra Pradesh (56.21%); Orissa (55.65%);
Gujarat {54.84%); Maharashtra (53.30%); Punjab (52.46%) and
Delhi (50.40%).

The States where it did not receive the majority of the votes are
Madhya Pradesh (46.52%); Rajasthan (42.66%); West ‘Bengal
(36.47%): Bihar (36.41%}), Uttar Pradesh (35.90%); Tamil Nadu
(31.62%); Haryana (29.29%) and Kerala (26.30%%). |

Interestingly the Congress(I) had a better pereentage of ﬁgtes in
West Bengal where it got only four seats than in Brhar with 30
scats, U.P. with 35 seats, Tamil Nadu with 20 seats, Haryana with
five seats and Kerala with five seats.
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Erosion of Janata Vote

The erosion in the Janata vote had started within months of the
1977 parliamentary clections and it was seen in the Assembly
elections of that year.

In the Assembly elections of seven States in June 1977, the Janata
Party got two-thirds of the seats. However, there was a difference
in the quantum of popular support as compared with the March
Lok Sabha poll.

In all these States, the Janata Party secured less votes in the
Assembly poll than in the parliamentary poll. Although the party
had won two-thirds of the seats in each State, it could win 50% of
the votes only in one State, i.e., Rajasthan, whereas it had won
over 50% of the votes in all the seven States in the Lok Sabha
election. In contrast, the Congress had started improving its popular
support 1n four States: Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh
and Bihar. While its vote was slightly lower in Haryuna, there was
a substantial fall in its support in Himachal Pradesh and Orissa.

Lok Sabha Poli {?Utcs

Assembly Poll

States Votes
Percentagc Percentage
Janata Congress (I)  Janata Congress (I)

Bihar 65.01 22 .90 43.14 23.83
Haryana 5(0.35 17.95 46.70 17.15
Himachal Pradesh 53.37 38.30 49.01 277774
Mudhya Pradesh  57.95 32.50 47.28 35.88
Orissa 51.77 38,18 4924 31.01
Rajasthan 65.21 30.56 50.69 31.49
Uttar Pradesh 68.03 25.04 48.35 32.27

In Punjab, the Akali Dal was an ally of the Janata Party and the
CPI(M) in the Lok Sabha poll. The combine got 49% of the votes
in the Assembly elections whereas it had obtained 59% of the votes
in the Lok Sabha poll, the Akali Dal share being 31% in the
Asscmbly poll compared to 41.5% in the Lok Sabha poll. The
Janata Party’s share was 15% in the Asscmbly poll compared to
1 2.8% 1n the Lok Sabha poll and the CPEM)’s was 3.5% which
was 1.5 less than the March 1977 poll.
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1( will be seen that the Janata Party and albhes s_tﬂrted losing
eir influence from June 1977 onwards. The fall In the Janata
party’s vote did not always go to the Congress(I) in the June
E;C;_;{ions, The electorate was moving away from t.hejjanatu, but
41l those who were moving away did not plump for the (,(?ngrf:ss (.
The process was to be completed n .the 1980 parltamentary
clections with the Janata rapidly losing 1ts image a_nd the Congress (I)
;mproving its position among the people in a big way.

Defections, Crossing Over, Disintegration

The process of Congress(l) consolidation was prcce_ded by the
process of disintegration of the bourgeois-landlord parties through
splits, defections and Ccrossing-overs, By_ Jamjmry {978, the
Congress party split and the Indira Gandhi faction came to be
known as the Congress(T). The Indira Congress made a tar b;tler
showing in the Assembly elections in February 1977 and in a
number of hy-elections than the other Congress. Indira ngdhfs
victory at Chickmagalur boosted the prestige of the organisation.
At this stage, large numbers of Congressmen walked over to the
Congress(l). | | |

But then a reverse process started for some time. Devra Urf?,
the Karnataka Chief Minister, fell out with Indira Gandhh‘
joined the Congress and gave it a big boost. A number of
Congress(l) members of the Lok Sabha went over to the Swaran
Singh Congress, Congress(S), raising its strength to 76 ‘and
reducing the Congress(I) to 70. The Congress(S) was recognised
as the official opposition and its lcader Y.B. Chavan as the leader
of the opposition.

On January 1 and 2, 1978, a convention of Congressmen was
organised under the Presidentship of Indira Gandhi. Only Q
mihority of the 657 AICC members attended it. Indira Gandhi,
however, claimed that the majority of the AICC members were
present and organised a split declaring her faction as the real
Congress. The February clections in five States shnwec} that
Mrs. Gandhi had bigger pull with the masses in the Southern States.
She won absolute majorities in Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. In
Maharashtra she won a sizable number of seats. The Congress(S)
demonstrated its strength in Maharashtra and Mrs. FGfmdhi.hud
to accept a Congress(S) leader as the Chiel Minister in a
Coalition Ministry.
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This show of strength led to crossing over, several Congress :"
members joining the Congress(l) party in Parliament. The }
Congress(l) became the second biggest party in the Rajya Sabha 3
with 61 members whereas the Congress had a strength of 72

members in the Lok Sabha. On March 9, the Congress(I) won

recognition as a political party in the Lok Sabha which meant it 3

had a strength of more than 50 members. The Congress(I) was

soon recognised as thc main opposition party in the Lok Sabha, its

membership having gone up to 71 as against 68 of the Congress.
The process of crossing over had brought about the change.

But simultaneously the crisis instde the Congress(l) was coming 3:
to ahead. It burst out within ten days of the Congress(1) being 3
recognised as the main opposition party in the Lok Sabha. On |
April 21, Devraj Urs raised the issue of Sanjay Gandhi's !
involvement in politics at the AICC meeting in New Delhi. This
led to confrontation between Indira Gandhi and Devraj Urs, and §
the latter was expelled on June 24 for six years. This, for the time §
heing, led to another switch-over and by July the Congress (I) 1

ceased to be the main recognised opposition in the Lok Sabha, the
Congress taking its place.

The Congress(I) was expericncing continuous crises and
deflections. If it could still survive and fight back, it was because
the bourgeois opposition parties werc also affected by crisis and
opportunisim. Indira Gandhi used this situation to her advantage.
She was in need of allies and she won them over tfrom different
quarters. She could do so because she continued to retain substantial
support among the pcople. Though between 1977 and 1980, 1n
some States her vote went down, still taking the country as a whole,
she had improved her electoral appeal. Before going n for the

1980 elections, she won over Bahuguna along with the Imam of

Delhi’s Juma Masjid in her support. She split away Brahmananda
Reddy, she won over a major part of the Maharashira Congress to
her side and was able to isolate Devraj Urs in Karnataka. She broke
the Congress-Lok Dal bloc in the election with ease so that its
appeal n the election was minimunt.

During the months that intervened between the dissolution of
the Lok Sabha and the elections, the Congress party conttnucd to
suffer further defections.
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Dissensions in Janata on Question of RSS

The ruling party was plagued with dissensions from the
beginning as it was really a conglomeration of different groups
who had not ceased their rivalries. After overcoming their
differences over the choice of the Prime Minister, the Janata leaders
got divided over selection of candidates for the State Assemblies.
The formation of Ministries where the Janata had secured
majorities sharpened the differences. Working together, the BLD
and Jana Sangh groups shared the Chief Ministerships in six States.
In U.P., Bihar and Haryana the Chief Ministers belonged to the
BLD and in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and. Himachal Pradesh
they belonged to the Jana Sangh. :

It was in the period following the fDrmatlon of the Janata
Ministries in the States that the question of association between
the Janata Party and the RSS was raised for the first time. One of
the General Secretaries of the Janata Party called for an enquiry
into the nature of the relationship between the Janata Party and
the RSS.

On September 18-19, 1977, Morarji Desai advised Ram Naresh
Yadav, Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister, to throw out Janata legislators
who indulged in indiscipline.

By the end of 1977, several Janata-ruled States were showing
signs of dissidence. In U.P., about 200 members of the State
Assembly belonging to the Janata signed a memorandum
demanding the removal of Chief Mimster Ram Naresh Yadav.
These mostly belonged to the former Jana Sangh group. In Bihar,
Chief Minister Karpoori Thakur was faced with a revolt from his
party members, i.e., those belonging to the Jana Sangh group and
some others (caste, etc.). In Haryana, Devi Lal was having a
confrontation with Socialist Labour Minister Mrs. Sushma Swaraj.
In Madhya Pradesh, the Chief Minister who belonged to the Jana
Sangh was having a tussle with the former Socialists in his Party.

The elections to the State Assemblies in February 1978, in which
the Congress (I) scored a thumping victory in the South,
exacerbated the divisions and factional struggles inside the Janata.

Raj Narain accused Chandra Sekhar of failure to organisc the
party and of mismanaging the elections. Chandra Sekhar blamed
reactionary elements inside the organisation for the party’s poor
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performance in the elections. On March 18, 1978, Jagjivan Ram
attacked Charan Singh and cited the U.P. riots as the chief cause

of the alienation of the Muslim masses from the party. Charan

Singh replied to Jagjivan Ram seeking to demolish his arguments,

Ministerial crises broke out in U.P., Bihar, Haryana, all BLD-
ruled States. Charan Singh who was then the Home Minister
resigned from the party’s national executive alleging that the
leadership was encouraging the dissidence in the States ruled by
his faction.

The Parliamentary Board asked the Haryana and Uttar Pradesh
Chief Ministers to obtain votes of confidence. In Haryana,
Devi Lal won a confidence vote on May 18 frustrating the
conspiracies of the Jana Sangh and its allies. Ram Naresh Yadav
also was given a massive vote by the U.P. Legislature Party on
June 4—another defeat for the Jana Sangh combine.

Charan Singh denounced his central colleagues as a bunch of
impotent people, and Desai demanded his resignation as well as
the resignation of Raj Naratn.

On July 4, the Parliamentary Board asked Chief Minister
Devi Lal of Haryana to resign and directed the State Legislature
Party to elect a new leader. This decision followed Devi Lal’s
statement accusing the central leaders of "hatching a conspiracy to
oust Charan Singh and Raj Narain".

The Jana Sangh faction played its cards cleverly, now supporting
Morarji Desai against Charan Singh, now appealing for an
understanding and plaving a mediatory role. It appeared that the
conflict was between Charan Singh and Morarji Desai with the
Jana Sangh on the waiting lines. But the former BLD had started
realising that the real conflict was between itself and the ambitious
Jana Sangh group. |

Raj Narain started vehement attacks on the RSS-Jana Sangh
combination and justifiably charged the RSS with engineering the
communal riots in Aligarh. The Janata Party leadership blatanly
screencd the RSS role in the riots and gave it a good conduct
certificate. Once again the RSS leaders were involved in the
communal riots in Jamshedpur and the Janata Party screened their
misdeeds. Now the die was cast. The question of dual membership

FElection Reviews—1980 115

came up again and again and Morarji Desai, intent on retaining
the support of the RSS, sabotaged a decision on the 1ssue.

Ram Naresh Yadav, Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister, dropped two
Cabinet Ministers belonging to the Jana Sangh group from his
Cabinet on January 25, §979. The Central Parliamentary Board
dirccted Yadav to seek a vote ot confidence from the State
[egislature Party. Yadav lost the vote and resigned.

Charan Singh openly attackcd the Jana Sangh for these
manoeuvres and conspiracies. He said that 1t was the Jana Sangh
which had already started the game of no-confidence motion in
States where the Chief Ministers were not its nominees. It never

' alked about destabilising the Chief Ministers in States ruled by it.

Destabilisation Game

On April 7, the Central Parliamentary Board of the Janata Party
directed the Chief Ministers of Bihar, Orissa and Himachal Pradesh
(o seek a fresh vote of confidence. The same meeting also decided
that the separate front organisations of youth, labour, women and
farmers owing allegiance to various constituents of the Janata Party
should be integrated into a single unit. Expressive of the solid
alliance between Morarji Desai, Jagjivan Ram and the Jana San gh-
RSS was the fact that the decision regarding the front organisations
was not to apply to the RSS which was described by Ramakrishna
Hegde, one of the party secretaries, as a cultural organisation. On
the same day, i.e., April 7, Jagjivan Ram 1in a press interview stated
that the RSS bogey had been raised to kill the Janata Party. The
same Jagjivan Ram denounced the RSS for its communal outlook,
its disruplive role and its pro-Indira leanings atter the January 1980
clections.

Now the Janata Parly was in the midst of a crisis and 1ts
leadership was sponsoring the destabilisation game. The State Chief
Ministers of Bihar and Himachal Pradesh were directed to seek
confidence votes from their respective State Assemblies, The inner-
party battle was already carried to the legislatures, to thc other
partics with whose support the Janata Party leaders in the Centre
sought to topple their own Ministrics in the States. A regular
war now started. Haryana Chief Minister Dev: Lal asked the
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Jana Sangh Ministers to quit. In Himaclial Pradesh, three Ministers
opposed to Jana Sangh Chief Minister Shanta Kumar tendered 4§
their resignations. This was supposed to be in retaliation for the 4

action of thirteen Ministers of Bihar who resigned from the Thakur

Ministry on April 17. They belonged mostly to the Jana Sangh
group. The three Ministers who resigned in Himachal Pradesh

belonged to the BLD group. In Haryana, the Cabinet was said to
have held an emergency meeting in the night of April 18 and
decided that no Minister with any direct or indirect link with RSS
should be allowed to remain 1n office.

The former BLD-Jana Sangh alliance about which the Jullundur

“Party Congress Resolution spoke was now replaced by a new
alliance of Jana Sangh, Congress(O), ctc., opposed to the BLD,

Congress (I) Support to Jana Sangh Combination

In the confidence vote of April 19, the Jana Sangh scored over -'

the BLD group 1 Bihar. Karpoort Thakur was defeated in the
Assembly by the Jana Sangh group aided by the Congress(I). The
Jana Sangh group was unscrupulous enough to join hands with
the Congress(D) to defeat the Ministry of 1ts party. This fact should
be noted because it 1s forgotten by many.

In Himachal Pradesh, the Jana Sangh combination won and was
able to continue in the Ministry.

The Janata Parliamentary Party elections on May 16 firmly
sealed the alliance between the Jana Sangh and Morarji Desa,
Jagjivan Ram. All the important posts were annexed by the Jana
Sangh-Congress(O) alliance. It captured the posts of Deputy
Leader, three General Secretaries and Treasurer. The Charan Singh
group was completely routed.

The conspiracies continued. Devi Lal was ousted and, to ensure
a majority in the State Legislature of Haryana, his successor Bhajan
Lal relied on Congress(1) support. He purchased it by agreeing to
withdraw some of the court proceedings against Bansi Lal charging
him with hemous offences. Both Morarji Desai and Chandra Sekhar
justificd the withdrawal of the cases. The Janata leadership openly
joined hands with Indira Gandhi to oust the Devi Lal Ministry.
This fact again is forgotten. And now this treacherous Bhajan Lal,
whom the Janata leaders supported against Devi Lal, has defected
to the Congress(1).
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Long-Term Process of Break-up

This 1s the background to the Janata w.rcak-up. It was not a sudden
ovent taking place 1n July. The ground was prepared by earlier
conflicts in which the Jana Sangh group was forging ahead to
occupy strategic positions in the Government and the party. It was
(aking place in the background of reactionary economic policies,
and repressive measures which were eroding the image of the
Janata Party. And, it was, besides, coming in the midst of serious
attacks on the Muslim and Harijan minorities which were tolerated
or ignored by the Jana Sangh-dominated Government.

It was no accident that opposition to dual membership shounld

‘be expressed in the Janata Party as early as in 1977. It was then

both a means of opposing the RSS-BLD alliance and also the
influence of RSS ideology. It soon became a weapon of fighting
the RSS domination over the Janata Government and its policies
and demanded more attention because of the alienation of the
Muslims and Harijans whose massive votes had helped the Janata
Party to secure the 1977 victory.

In July 1979, when the Lok Sabha met, the unity of the Janata
Party was already undermined. On July 9, Raj Narain walked
out with ten members. In two days, 27 MPs quit the Janata Party
followed by ten more led by Sri Madhu Limaye. Soon, more
than 80 members left the Janata Party reducing it to a minority
in Parliament. Morarji Desai’s Janata now had a strength of
only 206,

This narration shows that the split in the Janata Party was
maturing for a long time; that 1t was getting concentrated on the
1ssue of RSS which was seeking a dominant position in the
Government and the organisation, and that the RSS wing was not
above seeking the help of the Indira Congress in its struggle against
the rival wing. This was no sudden discovery for the CPHM), for
it was for long warning against the Janata’s breakdown and
Pinpointing the RSS-Jana Sangh activities as a source of loss of
Janata’s influence, apart from its class economic policies. Those
Who were taken aback by the split and ouster of the Janata
Government were really unaware and unconscious of the deep
Social processes at work undermining the unity of the organisation.
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The incapacity of the Janata to defend the interests of the people,

followed by the loss of its image, the growing shift of the people ]

to the rival bourgeois-landlord party (ihe authoritarian Congress(l),

the inner-fights and the struggle of the RSS-Jana Sangh to dominate
the Government made the Janata incapable of protective its unity $
in face of the mounting economic crisis, as was clearly stated n

the Jullundur Resolution of our Party Congress.

Subsequent developments should enable all to place the carlier 3
split as a part of the inevitable social process. The Janata Party
went through three successive splits—(a) Lok Dal; (b) Jagjivan §
Ram; and (¢) RSS-Jana Sangh. The latter has now formed a party
based on itself, a pure Jana Sangh combination, and even Morarji
Desai has not yet picked up courage to throw his lot with it. These 3
recent developments show that finally the issue of dual membership |
had to be settled. The Socialist section, also a part of the Congress(O)
section, in the end did revolt and were prepared to face a sure split

but not compromise.

Why did Jagjivan Ram denounce the RSS? Why did the i
Socialists part company with 1t? They all realised the treacherous 1

role played by the RSS-Jana Sangh combination. In the election,
it secretly helped Indira Gandhi where Jana Sangh nominees
were not contesting, i.e., against the JTanata candidates from other
groups. They, besides, realised little too late the havoc done to the
Janata image by this combine, the loss of influence leading to its
political rout.

The struggle for dissociation from the RSS had started quite
early in the Janata Party. Our Party endeavoured to see that all
the non-RSS groups stood together and isolated the RSS. But
things shaped in a different way. The non-RSS groups split from
the RSS wing on three different occasions. When Charan Singh
split away. the Socialists and Congress(O) continued to remain
with the RSS-Jana Sangh; when Jagjivan Ram split away, the
Socialists and Congress(Q) again remained with the RSS-Jana
Sangh. In the end, the Socialists and Congress(O) also had to split
away from the RSS-Jana Sangh combine on the issue of dual
membership.
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[t is necessary to observe in this connection the recent policy of
the RSS announced by Balasaheb Deoras. Whatever might be said
by the BIP for the sake of electoral propaganda, the RSS leader
does not see any special danger to democracy in Indira Gandhi’s
return to power and harks back to the past when the RSS was
ready to join the Congress. This was preceded by the open
understanding with the Congress (I) to instal a Jana Sangh-Janata
Government in Bihar, and a similar pact with Indira Gandhi to
keep Bhajan Lal in office. When the Janata was ruling at the Centre,
the allhiances in these two States, we may call them temporary
understandings, had already taken placc.

" Party’s Line towards the Janata Developments

It is obviously true that no one expected that by July 9 or so, the
crisis would burst leading to the disintegration of the Janata Party.
But our Party was reacting to the developments for a long time,
cven raising doubts whether the Janata Party Government would
last its full term. It was also warning against the RSS-Jana Sangh
danger and did not see it only on the eve of the no-confidence
motion.

The editorial of People’s Democracy, dated April 29, 1979, had
the following to say under the caption, "Janata Mess™: "The Janata
is going through a second round of travail and agony. All those
who expected some sort of stability and continued Janata rule at
the Centre, at least for the remaining three years of the term of the
Lok Sabha, are once again forced to raise the question how all this
Janata mess will end, and what shape the Indian political scene 1s
coing to take." "The threat to parliamentary democracy, that
was averted by the defeat of the authoritarian forces led by
Indira Gandhi in the March 1977 elections, is again surfacing,
{rom the regrouping of the Congress(I) forces on the one hand,
and the forces represented by the RSS-Jana Sangh combine and
its aggressive machinations on the other.” "In this otherwise
unhappy and murky political atmosphere in the country, a welcome
sign of democratic awakening is the growing awareness of the
danger of Indira Gandhi’s authoritarianism and RSS-Jana Sangh’s
anti-secular and obscurantist drive." "The coming two to three
months are going to be crucial in the country’s polirical
developments.”
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The above passages show that the Party was neither underplaying
the danger of the authoritarian forces, led by the Indira Congress,
nor oblivious of the danger posed to the anti-authoritarian struggle
from the RSS-Jana Sangh combine and its disruptive activities.
The entire effort was how best to carry on the struggle against the
authoritarian forces of the Congress(I) in the changing conditions
of in-fights in the Janata, the rising of the menace of the RSS-Jana
sangh combine and the growing division among the Janata on the
issue of "dual membership” and the increasing efforts of the
Congress(1) to thrust forward exploiting the situation to its full
advantage.

This was full two months before the no-confidence motion and
the downfall of the Janata Government.

The Central Committee’s inner-party statement on the national
situation, dated April 13, 1979, gave an exhaustive analysis of the
changing situation, political alliances and pinpointed the RSS-Jana
Sangh danger. The R8S-Jana Sangh danger was mentioned in the
Jullundur Resolution. Its growth, its new alliances and their
dangerous implications were emphasised again. The April 13
document also highlights the authoritarian danger.

Struggle for New Alignment

Then comes the significant statement about new alignment.

"For all those who are serious about fighting authoritarianism,
this provides an illuminating lesson. What happened in March 1977
and after has not removed the threat of authoritarianism from the
political life of India. With all the zigzags in its fortunes, it is
trying to take advantage of every new development to regroup its
forces and come on top. It will be utter folly to underrate the
capacity for mischief with the "caucus" behind Indira Gandhi still
possesses.

"Against this background should be seen the two-year record of
the Janata Government and the utter failure of the Janata Party to
emerge as a united and cohestve political party.

"As the Political Resolution of the Tenth Congress and the
documents adopted by the Central Committee before and after it
show, the socio-economic policies pursued by the Janata

] . e _
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Government are impoverishing the mﬁassiof the working peoplrft,
while enriching a handful of big capitalists and lan-:fllords_. Thli;:
annot but lead, is in fact leading, to the ever deepening CTIsiS O
the national economy. |
"The Janata’s approach to the problems of f:{?ntre-St.ate I'.E':‘lallDHS,
its language policy, its treatment of the religious minorites, the
«cheduled castes, the scheduled tribes and other backward castes—
ﬁll these are giving rise to acute disconte:nt among the various
actions of the people, which, 1n its turn, 1s s?ught tp .bE use-q to
disrupt the unity of the people. Forces_ of national (J.lsmtegratmn
are once again raising their heads. This poses a serious threat to

‘the united struggles of the democratic forces.

"One cannot but draw attention in this context to the problem
created by the activities of the RSS which'is not fo.rmally part of
the Janata Party but is known to wield considerable influence over
its leadership through the several ‘Swayam Sevak's’ who are eltber
Central or State Ministers, or active functionaries :Df the ruh'ng
party at various levels. The fact that the_RSS ‘sakhfis are carryhm-g
on with impunity their semi-military drlills_m PUbllC and tl_lat their
organs of publicity and propaganda specialise m'broadcastmg anti-
secular, obscurantist ideologies, is creating panic not only among
the minorities but among all those who oppose the 1de010g3{ and
programme of the organisation. This perhaps is the fore-:mcfst issue
which divides the Janata Party from top to bottom, while 1t umte:i:s
1 considerable section within the Janata with secular, democratic

adical forces outside. |

anc‘}l:(:;ii)uld be noted that the leadership of the RSS has conms.tgntly
rejected the demand that the RSS should either be merged into,
and made amenable to the discipline of the Janata Party, or Janata
leaders be obliged to sever their relations with the RSS. They are
trying to have the advantage of bothfbemg upaccountable to the
Janata Party, but enjoying all the facilities prDV}ded toacon StltUE‘:l'][
of the ruling party. This is resented and resisted by influential
sections within the Janata Party." |

Then comes a significant statement about new ahgnment:' '

"The new alignment that has started taking shape within
the Janata, as between the RSS and its supporters on the
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|:'

one hand and its op
- ponents on the other, together wi ]
* " . w SN

liaison that is being established between th’e la%ter and slttalt:u:he
ar =

forces outside the Janata Party, are positive developments. It

by the support extended to this new alignment by the anti. :
1=

unity Congressmen; the Ri ) |
s the Right C.P. and othe "
L * * r L l.-
democratic forces—should be seen. The old blind antif?a:antg :.

stance of the Right C.P. had suffered a dent."

RthUndermines Anti-Authoritarian Unity
e Party was aware of the disintegrating proc-ess of the Janata;

It was aw: ' : |
as aware that this together with the policies pursued by the ° :

glfli:g;lrg!o‘:zznment' was eqabling Indira Gandhi to forge ahead;
oy T knwarnn'qg against the RSS danger and was workiné
A qiﬂment mnside and oytside the Janata against the RSS
25 the d-ﬂ}-ﬂ;er;mer;t, dated April 26, 1979, pinned down the RSS;
MaSsaCTes Thee pianner and organiser behind the communal
Aligarh tl.me [eri?atement observed that "as in other riots like
Jamshe(i ur is t£h e llght among the organisers of the riot in
ocal MLPA L Tehmm‘_“lrmed .R.SS leader who happens to be the
concert with the R ¢ Bihar Military Police, by and large, acted in
and other inhsmss in the killing, Fhe looting, the house-burning
community". "Th 3£S(isﬂed5_—ﬂﬂ directed against the minority
to the discipiine jf the J‘;]:;:; ;zi];e;z to tc:lti:‘;:;(}lwa itself and submit
ition as . , at the same t .

Egztif;t?;ticonmt“?“t of the ruling party to burTon ]:f}]t];glgz
Commu;qa] diqlf::un:gchmery and transform it into a vehicle of
ronks have co Pﬂlon- A large section of the Janata leadership and
leaders <h ectly demanded that this ‘dual membership’ of RSS
MZ: should be immediately put an end to. P L
Politicai! ;zz}fgidebfperhaps even now do not understand the
f1ght against con—;g Ny lhe. RSS exposure. They take it as the usual
the conducr of tl:‘r"nurnal' 1deo]0g‘y having no immediate bearing on
misdeeds were d € .dntl—authﬂrlt:?trian struggle. In fact, the RSS
camp and th fmmg the Muslims and Harijans into the Indira
ereiore exposure and fight against them were an

|
is from this point of view that =
the recent develo : -

- pmentsin U.P— I

:]l;ea b]:'eeak ;lp of the old BLD-Jana Sangh alliance, the fﬂrtrljaﬁu -
w alltance between the former CFD and BLD ft:«lle::wqa::l'l -
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ht to maintain anti-authoritarian unity. Slowly

integral part of the fig
o the same

21! other components of the Janata Party had to come
conclusion and part company with the RSS crowd.

The July Crisis and the Vote of No-Confidence
culmination of intense inner-conflicts

The July crisis was the
lted in the pulling down of Janata

and factional struggles which resu
Ministries in U P., Haryana and Bihar. In these unseemly n-tights

of the Janata, if one side is spearheaded by the Charan Singh and
Raj Narain faction, the opposite faction is led by the RSS-Jana
Sangh combine, with Prime Minister Morarji Desai ganging with
. Both these rival Janata factions were busy negotiating with the
Congress (1) to seek its support in the Legislatures of U.P., Haryana
and Bihar, and the Congress (I) in turn was not averse to throwing
its weight on one side or the other, in order to cultivate one or the
other faction of the Janata to its advantage. The deposed Chief
Ministers of Bihar and Haryana, Karpoori Thakur and Devi Lal,
together with Raj Narain who was eased out of the Central Cabinet,
were engaged in hectic activity in Delhi to avenge their "fall”, and
pull down the Morarj \_RSS combine from power at the Centre.

[t must be noted that 1t 18 precisely in this period that the
aggressive attacks of the RSS gangs on our Party in Kerala had
increased. Reporting in the issue of People’s Democracy, dated
May 6, 1979, under the caption "RSS Murderous Attacks on
CPI(M) in Kerala", 1t was stated that, "in Tellicherry alone,
nine comrades were killed in ihese attacks and twenty-nine
sustained severe injuries. . .. ... .. and many of them have been

disabled for life”.
The July crisis came in the wake of the communal riots in

Jamshedpur and Aligarh, the countrywide policemen’s strike and
heavy repression to crush it, the issuing of an Ordinance on CDS
money and another against the striking Reserve Bank employees,
the refusal to pay bonus to railway workers and the move to cnact

a law for preventive detention.
The July crisis will have to be

the Delhi Socialist Convention ca
July 7 and 8, 1979, which some 700 delegates

also seen in the background of

iled by the Socialist leaders on
attended trom
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different States; the resolutions and statements of this Socialist
convention were extremely critical of Janata Government policies
and the disruptive role of the RSS-Jana Sangh constituent of the
Janata Party and Government.

Finally, the July crisis came in the wake of the formation of the
Congress (U) at the Bangalore Convention, the emergence of the
Congress (U) as the main opposition party in the Lok Sabha
displacing the Congress (I), the split in the Janata and the efforts
of the Congress (U) and others in the Lok Sabha to form an
alternative Government in alliance with the J anata (5) and others
who were willing to join them.

The Janata Party leaders wanted our Party to toe their line
without making any concessions to the masses. In effect they were
demanding 4 vote of confidence or neutrality for their Ordinances,
for the Preventive Detention Act and for suppression of the police
agitations and were asking us to behave as their camp-followers.
This was the role assigned to us by them.

Besides, after the split in the Janata, the Jana San gh-RSS group
now dominated the organisation. In effect our vote of neutrality
was demanded to support a Government dominated by the RSS-
Jana Sangh section against whom we have been fighting; the Janata
leaders wanted us to choose an alignment with the RSS wing
while our Party had already welcomed a new alignment against
the RSS.

Taking these developments into consideration, it would have
been the height of opportunism to adopt an attitude of neutrality
towards the no-confidence motion. It would have 1dentified the
Party with Janata’s repressive policies, it would have further
identified it with the RSS-Jana Sangh section which was now
dominating the Janata and would have undermined the faith of the
Muslim masses in the Party both in Kerala and West Bengal,

Such identification would have come at a time when our Party
in Kerala had already to take an open anti-RSS stand in the elections
and wage a fight against its murderous attacks,

The adverse election results should not blind us to these facts.

Parliamen’ary manoeuvring cannot chan ge the correlation of forces
among the people.
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Tt is now clear that whatever stand the Party would have takep
(he Janata Party could not have been saved. It had a%ready f?pllt
and could not have remained in the Government to avoid electlor}s
and in the elections it could not have put up a better show. It Fll
not lose its influence among the people becau?;e of our election
tactics or our support to the no-confidence motion.

The Question of Underestimation of the Authoritarian Danger

The results of the elections which have gone completely 1n
favour of authoritarianism make comrades feel that we had
anderestimated the authoritarian danger and concentrated too much
on the communal danger. This is not correct. The background a’nd
analysis presented and the testimony of the Party docume'nts pl;j;nst
to the fact that we were estimating the Jangta polme:s,.ff
emergence and Janata split froT the point of view of their etfect

l-authoritarian struggle. o
On'lt"?lee ?’Ztrltydﬁas been repeatedly pointing qut that the authon{ar‘lan
forces are getting stronger. The Party realised that the corre EFIOH
of forces among the people had changed and was c'ha_mgmg(i
Only by dissociating ourselves from the Jar}ata policies an
RSS-Jana Sangh association, could we keep our image and prepare
a foundation for the progress of the anti—aut'horltarlan front. Buc;
our exposures, criticisms and dissoci(zit)ion did not stop the rapt
anata to the Congress(l).
fle'?hizzr?st?lz ]doubt, however, that neither the P(':)]it Bureau n.ofr
the Central Committee expected the spectacular victory of Indira
Gandhi. We certainly thought that the currents and r?ross—curr?nts
in evidence might prevent an outright.victory of Indira Gandgl.;n
any case we knew that authoritarianism ccfuld notl be foug tthy
befriending the Janata Party which was I'El]-Jldl?/ iqsmg amongh S
pcople. Support to the no-confidence motion indicated the s a:‘[j
desire to repair the damage done by the Janata to the ant
itarian unity.

3“?}?;?2:‘2; valyid argument against the policy pursued by the
C.C. The Janata Party had lost the confidence of the people.
It could not have continued and much less played a role of fighting
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against authoritarianism. This section, besides, was not above

taking the help of Indira Gandhi to instal its Governments in Bihar |

and Haryana and making concessions to Bansi Lal.

Our Party was aware of the processes inside the Janata and was 3

welcoming the growing resistance of certain elements against the
RSS-Jana Sangh domination. This 1s what we said in the C.C.’s

statement on the national political situation in April. This was our

line: try to bring out a new realignment more favourable to the
democratic and anti-authoritarian forces freed from the handicap
of the RSS-Jana Sangh combination. In April and May, we did not
visualise an open split. We thought of continued developments

inside the Janata with the anti-RSS elements strengthening
themselves.

But by July, in the background of Chavan’s no-confidence
motion, the crisis came out into the open with Raj Narain and
Charan Singh walking out. In this situation we continued our line
of mobilising all forces for a new alignment. In the background of
Urs’ revolt and the Congress(U) becoming the major opposition
party in the Lok Sabha with crossing over trom the Congress(l),
it was correct on the part of our Party to work for a new realignment
and not to trail behind the RS8S-Jana Sangh alliance. We had not
asked Charan Singh and Raj Narain to walk out, but once this
process had set in, we had to think of a new alignment of forces

outside the Janata and call on our allies, the Akali Dal, Left parties
and others to take part in it.

We took an active part to bring about a new realignment after
Charan Singh’s departure from the Janata, we tried to convince
other anti-RSS elements to part company with the RSS-Jana Sangh
combination. We persuaded Bahuguna and his followers who were
bitter against the RSS policies to take a quick decision and give up
vacillations. We did our best to persuade the Socialists who had
assembled 1n a conference to take the proper decision, but fatled.
We saw to it that the new realignment was supported by the Akalis
and others who were in touch with us. These moves of ours were
in pursuance of our efforts for a new realignment of forces.
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jullundur Resolution

1t is erroneous to argue that our Party’s support 10 the no-
confidence motion was against the line of the Jullundur Congress
which only called for fighting the authoritaria'n danger and not the
janata. This puts an opportunistic interpretation on the JUH‘llﬂdl:ll'
Resolution. It is, of course, true that at the Party Congress we did
not raise the slogan, Down with the Jan_ata Go\femm_ent. We
correctly argued that the time was not yet ripe to raise this slogan
15 the anti-authoritarian possibilities of the Janata were not yet
oxhausted and inner developments were takin_g place. TF} argue as
if no change has taken place in the situations since the:'n, 1510 reje?t
ail the Party documents written since then ar_ld turning Nelson’s
eye to the Janata doings. The Jullundur Resolution, besides, warned
the people that the authoritarian dangfer couild be fought lby the
srowing alliance of Left and democratic parties, by cha_ngmg the
correlation of forces among the people and not by relying on the
Tanata. It warned the people against the ominous development seen
in the growing domination of the RSS over the Janata.

For Broad Electoral Opposition .H

The Central Committee pursued its policies of shaping a new
realignment among the anti-authoritarian forces and sunull-
taneously redoubled its efforts to strengthen Left and democratic
unity. It had, before it, the supreme concern of hov:a to stem the
advance of the authoritarian forces rendered inevitable by the
policies of the Janata, now Jana Sangh-dominated.

The dissolution of the Lok Sabha and announcement of Ealections
demanded strenuous efforts on the part of the Party to build brlo;%d
resistance to the authoritarian party. It was obvious t!lat a split in
the Janata Party, with the RSS-Jana Sangh issue having r?tssumed
political importance, such a broad front could not have mclugled
the Janata. The Lok Dal, the Congress(U), two important parties,
together with the CPI and some 0thex: parties would not have
accepted it. There was another alternative: the Party cquld have
allied itself only with the Janata. No one dared suggest it.

The Central Committee decided to torge an alliance of Left apd |
democratic parties and a more broader electoral understanding with
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the Lok Dal, Congress(U), etc., and called for support to it. Whep
the: Central Committee decided on its electoral tactics no one L
objected to it; but after the election results, the Party’s tactics in
seeking an understanding with the Congress and Lok Dal began
being questioned.

It is not correct to argue that our support to the Lok Dal, etc.
and our efforts for a broad electoral front meant that we werf_:
running too much after the bourgeois parties. This criticism means -
thaF the Party should not have made any effort to build a viable
reSIstanFe to the Indira Congress in cooperation with other :'-
bourgeois parties. It amounts to leaving the field free to Indira ﬁ
Gandhi, giving up all efforts to prevent the division of the anti- '
authoritarian vote. The Party has not accepted this line in the 3
struggle against authoritarianism. If we had followed this line in 't:.' -
West Bengal in 1977, the Parliament results for our Party would
not have been the same. It is the same old line which took a neutral

attitude to the J.P. struggle and goes against the Party’s estimate of 3
the correlation of class forces. ' 4

The Central Committee unanimously decided on its election i

tactics and decided to support the Lok Dal-Congress alliance while
strquthening the Left and democratic forces. It took INto
consideration the Congress(l) as the main danger, the RSS-Jana
Sangh role, and took its decision in the background of the overall :

continuing struggle against authoritarianism of which the electoral
struggle was only a part.

As the September 6 document stated:

"The election as a sequel to this intensification of the crisis of
the system poses the same question before the people—dictatorship
or demﬂf:racy. ‘The main vehicle of thig dictatorship—the section
frfjm \h:’hICl‘l the immediate danger arises, which has the possibility
of gettu'}g ir?to power-—Is the Congress(I) and defeat of this force, §
preventing its return to power, must be our main objective.
| "The challenge of the Hindu chauvinistic forces, which at one |
time threatened to take over the Central administration has been

fru_stratecl but yeteverything has to be done to cripple them further,
their obscurantist and authoritarian outlook has to be met and
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everything has to be done to cripple the strength of this force.
At present it does not seem to be In a position to get anywhere
near a4 majority.

"We are directly opposed to these two forces and our election
tactics must address themselves to the broadest possibie
mobilisation against the authoritarian Congress(I) and the Jana
Sangh-RSS-dominated Janata. While endeavouring to cripple
the strength of the authoritarian and communal forces, our aim
should be to bring about a change in the correlation of forces, in
Parliament, 1.e., a substantial increase in the strength of the Left
forces 1n Parliament. Any bourgeois-landlord Government at the
Centre must continually feel the pressure of the Left if democracy
is to be defended and secularism is to be maintained. Needless to
say, a substantial increase in the direct representation ot our Party
is a sine qua non of the increased strength of the Left.

"The tactics that we have to adopt are determined by our overall
objectives—defeat of the authoritarian forces represented by Indira
Gandhi, defeat of the communal forces, increased strength of the
forces broadly opposed to the Congress (I) and Janata, increase 1n
the ‘strength of the Left and democratic forces and among them,
increase in the strength of the Left forces headed by the CPI(M).

"The election struggle for us is a serious political battle, and not
just a struggle for parliamentary seats; we have to endeavour to
bring about a correlation of forces among the people which should
be far more favourable than after the last elections. In this
connection, we may recall the following from the Jullundur
Resolution of the Party: “While legitimately concerned with the
immediate task of uniting the people against the forces of
authoritarianism, the Party cannot forget the correlation of class
forces obtaining at present and the weaknesses in the political
situation favourable though itis. . ... .. The present situation is
characterised by the following features: the authoritarian
dictatorship has been removed with the electoral defeat of the
Congress and the restoration of civil liberties and democratic rights.
But the anti-Emergency struggle and the electoral victory have
not led to a shift in the balance of forces in favour of the working
class, 1.e., the masses have not moved away from the influence of
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bourgeois parties and started rallying round an alternative
leadership. As in 1971, in the recent election also, polarisation
took place round the two bourgeois-landlord combinations—the
Congress and the Janata. . . . But despite the biggest upheaval
since Independence which frustrated the Congress designs to
impose an authoritarian dictatorship over the country, the Left and
democratic forces which constitute at present the only alternative
to the bourgeois-landlord parties, have not emerged as a viable
force. On the contrary, except in West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura,
they are very weak, leaving the bourgeois-landlord parties in
virtual monopoly of the peopie.’

"Every effort has to be made by our Party to change the
correlation of forces among the people, to increase the influence
of Left and democratic forces under our initiative. This must be
the constant aim of our election tactics and struggle. We are
certainly not interested in seeing the victory of one combination
over another without an increase in the strength of the forces that
are vital in the struggle against authoritarianism and communal
reaction.

"The question of maximum mobilisation of the forces ranged
against the authoritarian and the communal forces brings us to our
approach to the three main bourgeois-landlord combinations.
The Congress(l) representing the challenge of dictatorship has
to be opposed and routed. So also the Janata dominated by the
RSS-Jana Sangh.

"What about the third bourgeois-landlord combination—
the Fanata(S) and the Congress? The class character of this
combinatiorn, its image among the people, its reactionary economic
outlook, etc., have already been noted. Despite this, the
combination for its very electoral success, and ambitions, must
fight the other two combinations to whom we are firmly opposed.
[t presents the possibility of forming a part of a broad mobilisation
of the forces opposed to the Congress(l) and the Janata. This
combination is ranged against both for the time being and will
objectively be of help to the people in the fight against
authoritarianism and Hindu communalism. Hence, we must try to
have some kind of electoral understanding with it wherever such
understanding is possible and will help us to bring about a
mobtlisation and weaken the other two forces.

4
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“This electoral understanding will be more limited than our
understanding with the Janata Party in the 1977 e!ectiqns. In 1977,
(here was a general anti-Emergency wave, anti-Indira upsurge.
The common watchword of all opposing parties was democracy
vs. dictatorship—a watchword born out of the common popular
experience of the Emergency. The mass mm{ement earlicr led by
1 P. and others, the repression directed against them, made tfhe
Janata the main symbol of the anti-Emergency fight and the prestige
of the Janata leaders was high. The Janata Party, besides, had spread
its influence over a greater part of India. The Janata Party leaders
were vet (o be tested and tried in action. A much c;loser electoral
understanding with common propaganda and meelings dgveloped
expressing the mass urge for unity against au}hontunamsm.

"The situation is quite different today so far as the Janata(3)-
Congress are concerned. There is, no wave Of. dechrauc anger
associated with the combination. In many cases, the imagc of the
leaders is defaced. Their economic performance and their criticism
of the Janata will be hardly convincing, since till recently they
were part of the Janata leadership and are not known to have fought
for any demands of the pcople. |

"Nonetheless, it is necessary to have an clectoral understanding
with the combination to resist the authoritarian and communal
forces and disperse their strength. There is, of course, no question
of a common electoral programme. The character and strength of
the understanding depends on the strength of this combination as
a force in fighting the two other {orces and mobilising the anti-
authoritarian and anti-communal vote. Despite the understanding,
we may have to criticise the electoral platform of the combifmtipn_

"But it should be clear that we do not place this combination
in the same category as the Congress(l) or Janata. These latter two
are our adversarics in the elections whom we are determined to
(ight. The Janata(S)-Congress combination must be treated
as a useful force in this fight, a force which enables the people
to have a broad mobilisation of the anti-authoritartan and
anti-communal vote. Having decided this approach, we must
take the varying situations in the States and direct our efforts to

secure our objectives—broad mobilisation of forces opposed
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to authoritarianism and communalism and increased strength
of the Party in Parliament, of the Left in Parliament and
increased influence of the Left and democratic forces among
the people.

"In West Bengal, our Party and the Left Front headed by us
constitute the bulwark and bastion of the anti-authoritarian and
anti-communal forces. It is our Party that was singled out for
repression during the days of semi-fascist terror and it is we in
cooperation with our allies who have defeated the Congress(l) in
West Bengal. During the last two years, again, it is our Party that
has succecded in isolating the Congress(I) and the other bourgeois
parties—IJanata, Congress, from the masses. If in other States, the
Congress(I) hopes to recover lost ground, it has hardly any such
hope in West Bengal. We, with our Left Front, are the dominant
anti-authoritarian force in West Bengal. Our tactics must address
themselves to strengthening our representation in Parliament, 1n
consonance with our strength among the people, increasing the
representation of the Left parties allied with us, and at the same
time, broadening the appeal and base for mobilisation of the anti-
authoritarian and anti-communal vote. This latter aspect should
not be forgotten. Besides, whilc determinedly sticking to this
position, we should do our best to ensure that our opponents do
not unite against us. Driven to desperation, they are likely to create
trouble in the election, resort to violence, provoke police action
and propagate that the elections have been unfair. Tt will be of
great help to us if their coming together is prevented.”

These extracts do not show that there was underestimation of
the danger from Indira nor do they show that there was exaggeration
of the communal danger, ner do they attribute special virtues to
Charan Singh. On the other hand, this is a cold sober estimate of
the bourgeois-landlord parties and their electoral stand and of the
extent to which it helps the anti-authoritarian forces.

This was a correct line consistent with the Party’s struggle to
build resistance to Indira and mobilise maximum support for it.
We supported the whole of the Janata when it was playing an anti-

authoritarian role, and now some people object to the same attitude
towards Lok Dal, etc.
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Politically this was the only combination that offered possihilitly
~f drawing large sections in the common electoral struggle. Therr
z;;trt:ngth was not exaggerated by us. We were bound to attach
importance (o the Congress(U) after Urs left the Congresg&([). Urs
lid have a basc in Karnataka and the reverse proccss.from the
Congress(U) to the Congress(1) had not started. In fact, 1t was t.k}{:
other way about this time. The Bangalore Confercnce gave a I;ng
boost to Congress(U) prestige and we were bound (o take notice
of it. It would have been wrong to ignore it. o

So also it would have been wrong to ignore the Lok Dal with 1ts

15§ basc in U.P.

,'mf;; l:c}lrﬂrcsstimn the Party’s support to the Lok Dal-Congress(U)
alliance is wrong. What was wrong with the L('}k Dal? Only Charan
Singh. This is the same old story: decide the attltudt:: to a movernent,
organisation or party not by reference to the objcc:.twe rplfj* it 1S
playing but by reference to the person who iezufis 1%. This 1s tl‘w
same old J.P. and Jana Sangh movement story. ()b‘]ectweily, Ch aran
Singh did help to secure more than a crore of votes against Indlrz?
GGandhi, demarcating from the Jana Sangh-Janata. The C.C, was
fully aware of the limitations of Charan Singh’s outlook.

As the August 15 document stated:

"The biggest contingent of the combination is the Jana?u(S)
whose President is Raj Narain and which is led by Charan Singh.
This is mainly the former BLD with its strength mainly based on
the rural masses of U.P., Haryana, Bihar, with'some scattered
following in Rajasthan”. "Charan Singh for somne tlﬁ?e has emerged
as the rallying force for this peasant mass—in certain partsﬁ of U.P.q
and Haryana. In 1977, it was largely his mass basc f:r}mbmed,. ?f
course, with other forces, that led to the rout of Indira sz'dm 1
UP .......... This former leader is known to be full of reactionary
ideas and ideology. His opposition to working class demandsiis
known. He propagates the false idea of rural versus ulrhan and pits
the rural mass against the urban poor and the working class. He
represents the rural vested interests, the landlord gentry and
landlords, and also gives expression to .the fear of the sma}}
proprietor against the big industry. He 1s also known for his
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anti-Harjan bias—coming as he does from the upper-caste Jat ;

peasant community. And he also is plagued with an anti-Muslim * .

Elas, Illj;c many Congrcssmen. He has been a staunch opponent of
Oigi;:ligt Morarji Cabinet and was also the initiator of twg
Again, in theﬁ Central Commitiee’s document, dated Septembe
18, 1979, and circulated to all State Commuttees, it is stated: "Thr
second was the trend represented by Raj Narain Cl;aran Sin E
and ot'hf;:r:-;, which also picked up the anti-RSS sloﬁgan as a usefg!
lever m t.he fight for distribution of power, against {Eﬁ glr‘ut
organisation; compromised its honour by seeking Indira Guidl:il’]s
help to show majority backing. The subseque‘*ﬁt confrontation
between it and the Indira Congress leading to the resignation of
the Charan Singh Ministry has now put it n open oppo‘:ititm ?
the Cgl?gress(l') in the elections", The basis of Chz‘u'ankqurl ’O
opposition o the RSS is properly placed here. T

I'hose who attack our support to the Lok Dal-Congress alliance |

gr:—:, m‘ fact, qsking the l?arty to go alone with the Left. This, in the
(nterest of not underestimating the authoritarian danger.

It is t}mroughly unrealistic to hold the Party’s election tacti
responmblc.for the clection debacle. All this really sives altibilf;
the bourgcqls Opposition parties, mainly the Janata uiicﬁ brougl
about the big adverse electoral change. | =

.The question has to be answered, why did the alliance fare s
_mlserahly? Partly, of course, this is due to the electoral s;qtertno
:{E%Lh;re [13 o provision for representation in proportion to thé

| 0 | votes polled. But, apart from this, it is clear that the
alliance [ailed and was not able (o timpress the people. S

Indira Gandhi Seeks New Allies

thaI[ntLhL dt;?cumc%nt _qulntcd above, the C.C. had already pointed out
| e task was difficult, that the leaders of these organisations
did not. have a good image, that there wus no wave against indir:
Gandhi and that the policies pursued by the Janata Party haci alread y
off;cn;jled the peqple. Yet, it was seen that the Congress(]) was E:Isg
:’alohawjto Uﬂ-ltfi Its ranks, the splitting of Devraj Urs had weakcned

: s not mcorrect on our part o give importance to Urs at that
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qme or to the mass mobilisation of Charan Singh. The Lok Dal
Jid get majority votes in 182 U.P. Assembly constituencies in the

parliamentary elections.

But during the subsequent months, as elections approached, new
developments started and the Congress(l) did consolidate 1ts
position. Indira Gandhi aware of her position did everything to
Jtit the Congress(U), the Lok Dal and seck new allies. The

S|
defections from the Congress(U) had now started, 1.e., a process

‘v the reverse direction. This was a reflection of what was
happening among the people, with two and a half years of Janata
rule and five months of the Caretaker Government. The functioning
of -the Caretake Government, the continued rise in prices, the
incapacity to control the situation, the combined blackmail of the
Government by the Janata and the Congress(I), etc., saying the
Caretaker administration had no right to take important decisions,
Al1 further denigrated the image of the alliance. It should not be
forgotten that five months passed between the dissolution and the
~lection. All these led to a quickly changing situation which

completely upset our cautious estrmate.

Uncertainty Continues

In fact, the situation was changing so rapidly that none, neither
the Press nor the Congress (I) nor anyone else, could anticipate
the results. Indira Gandhi’s behaviour itself showed that she was
ancertain. She was searching for.every possible ally. She flattered
Bahuguna to join her to secure the support of the Imam of the
Delhi Juma Masjid to guarantee Muslim votes 1n the North. She
was holding negotiations with Jagjivan Ram till the last hour and,
as a final precaution, she decided to stand from two constituencies,
from Rae Bareilly and Medak. The election results showed that
she need not have had a shadow of doubt about her success in
Rae Bareilly. But she did have. This was the atmosphere.

The manner in which Indira Gandhi plunged for an alliance with
the DMK which she had denounced as corrupt to the core and
whase Government she had toppled in 1976; the wide opening of
the gates of her party to several political leaders whom she had
denounced and expelled and who were vehemently attacking her
and the Sanjay caucus around her; the assurances to Muslim
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munorities which she offered to sign publicly and the fact thas sh
was contesting from Rae Bareilly in Uttar Pradesh and Mecilcals n
jﬂ;ndhra Pradesh, all go to show how panicky the Congress(I) a lg
its leaders were on the eve of the elections. It was no sur krise thn
In October she talked of her readiness to have a Coalition l:l\)/ﬁ‘]i‘it )
The Hindustan Times, dated October 29, 1979 publi%hédk ;"1){
following report circulated by the PTI and UNT: | | e
"Congress(I) President Indira Gandhi said here today that if n
party secured majority in the coming elections her party would t .
to form a Coalition Government with other like-minded partie:)':
Mrs. G:andhi said, "However she did not consider an y other alh't'
?;Hl;ke-ml?ed and said any coalition the Congress(I) might epntei
CGHHE;: not be the Janata-type coalition which had ruined the

Asked about the possible election results, "Mrs. Gandhi s 1d
I do not prophesy about election outcome™. | "

The Press and the political parties were not expecting majorit
for any party though perhaps they thought at the et;d c;f thy
campaign, that the wind was favouring Indira Gandhi but n -
expecFed a landslide victory. The mood of the electorate vas
chj.,angmg everyday and none could gauge its exact strength .

Our Assessment

In our estimate, we had correctly assessed that the Con réss(l)
would make an advance in the Hindi belt but, at the same tigmé
expected setbacks for it in Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka. Tami] I\I,a:i;e
and Kera?a. It was thought that the Congress(I) wou]ci lose at lea"ut
ten seats in lAndhra Pradesh, haif the seats in Karnataka. and ui£H
a few seats in Tamil Nadu. And with all this she would éet thgf l?
quota, or even more than what the united Congress got in 197117
Frrnl?re than 150 seats. The influence of Devraj Urs was exaggerated’

¢ strength of the Opposition in Andhra Pradesh was als .
exaggergted and the Tamil Nadu results were completeiy SUrprisi .
[n the Hindi belt also her victory was far bigger S

In;?;e if?;i;vjﬁ_:l 'ghe Congress(l) hgs Its tentacles spread over
Stme; pnal hdia party, though with varied strength in several
. narrating some setbacks suffered by it due to Devraj
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Urs's split, we stated that the Janata split and the Janata(S) seeking
its support "again brought her to the forefront and increased the
~onfidence of her followers". "Elections in the Hindi areas have
<hown that she made considerable progress in these very areas
where she had lost heavily in the 1977 elections. Electorally it has
Jdefinitely improved its position in the Hindi belt and with the
division in the anti-Congress (1) vote due to the sphtin the Janata
Party, the hopes of the organisation are high.” Then describing the
inner-Party squabbles inside the Congress(l), and its antics of
offering support to the Lok Dal alliance and its subsequent
withdrawal, the support it extended to the Jana Sangh-dominated
Janata State Governments in Haryana and Bibhar, we hoped that
(ts opportunism would be exposed, thus weakening it. But
we ended saying that, "Big Business and their Press want Indira
Gandht back”.

"With all the setbacks it has received and the ups and downs it
has seen, the Congress (1), its strength and challenge should not
be understimated. . . . . The immediate danger in the electoral
battles comes from this party which is still well-organised, well-
financed and which has been capitalising on the erosion of the
Janata image." "In any case, a certain shift is certainly taking place
from the Congress towards her and this adds to her strength. The
chalienge, therefore, is real and direct and cannot be neglected.”
(C.C. document of September 18.)

Inaccuracies and Wrong Formulations

There were, of course, certain inaccuracies and wrong
formulations which were corrected in time; in any case they did
not affect the tactics of the Party. One such formulation which is
correctly criticised is about the:twin danger of authoritarianism
and communalism. If the documents concerned are examined, 1t
will be found that even where this formulation occurs it was made
after describing authoritarianism as the main danger. Nowhere,
even by implication, it is suggested that the two dangers are
of equal proportion. Nonetheless, the expression, twin danger,
was not a correct formulation as it would create an impression
of equating the two dangers. To say, however, that this was the
Central Committee’s line and it affected the elections is to indulge
in {auit-finding.
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The second tncorrect formulation occurred in relation to the
parties in alliance with the Janaia. In the September 1979 election L::
document, 1t was stated that "In no case do we permit an §
understanding with any party in alliunce with the two evil forces
we are fighting in the election”. This was rectified long before the
elections in view of the Tamil Nadu development when the 3
AIADMK struck an alliance with the Janata. We modified our 4
stand to maintain this front. This also did not change the election

results. Stmilarly, we continued our alliance with Sharad Pawar in

~risis inside the CP1. The Crisis is on _the main political 1ssue in the
-lections—attitude to the authoritarian party. It led to theﬁoust;:r
of Dange. These are important develgpmcms and only those who
qitach no importance to Left unity mflll ignore them. |
Our Party had a big role to play. In bringing about Le}ft unity,
showing patience and undersjtandmg towards those w ;}_ﬁ:?rz
carrying on the fight inside their party. Becuuse of the late 1]-;11 tlr:)t 1
of our attempt, their cffects on the elections were not seen. But its

Lr m

Maharashtra after his understanding with the Janata.

The election results in the final analysis constituted an expression

of the correlation of forces existing among the people. It is futile
to think that the authoritarian party was gtven a quit ticket once
for all in 1977. The new correlation of forces put the swing back
in favour of Indira Gandhi. Efforts of the Party to build a front of
Left and democratic forces to change the correlation of forces
succeeded only in Kerala (in West Bengal and Tripura such a front
already cxisted). In the rest of the country, the people continued to
be divided among the bourgeois-landlord parties and the swing

went over to the authoritarian party, thanks to all that the Janata
did and did not do.

Party’s Struggle for Left Unity

Our Party has been patiently working for Left and democratic
unity to forestall such a situation. We did succeed in winning over
the CPand sccuring the dissolution of their Kerala Ministry and
forging an understanding with them. This has certainly raised the
prestige of the Party and the credibility of the Left forces. It must,
In passing, be observed that the importance of Left unity with the
CPI was being underestimated sometimes.

The general atmosphere of Left unity, coupled with our big
victories in West Bengal, Tripura and Kerala. has enhanced the
prestige of the Left movement and our Party, and more and more
people are looking upon the Left as a salvaging force.

At the same time it is to be realised that the struggle for Left
unity proceeded at a slow pace. It was difficult to overcome the
resistance of the CPI leadership and it was difficult for the latter
to free itsclf from its earlier ideas. It meant a big struggle and

importance should not be minimise.Fi. T}}e Party i's of th¢ meéo-l:
that the battle against authoritariamsl;m is a running battle an }
cannot be successfully carried on without growing Left unity. t
has to be carried on in mass actions, and for that Left unity 1{5
cssential. Working patiently to build Left fand democratic umt)::i
and build a broad front against authoritarianism, our Party pursue
its line steadfastly. Had it just poohpoohed the Congress party, thz
front in Kerala could not have becn built and Kerala also wml,lji
have been pocketed by the Congress(l). In Kerala, the Congres;( h),
i.e., the Antony Congress 15 an importz‘ln.t component o the
Coﬁlition* The Jana Sangh-Janata there joined hands Wlﬂ,ld[ te
Congress(I). They were murdering our comrades and_ we had to
declare our total boycott of them long befote Fhe pa_1l1amentary
clections. If we had succumbed to the reasoning of those \thlo
ridiculed the Urs Congress we would have smashed the Kemla
front. In Kerala we have a sull bmac!er front wﬁ!] tht‘:PIf'.era 2
Congress, the Muslim League, etc. This success of the dﬂi;dlz
highly important, and it shows that where we arc able to Eer;t;q °
other parties because of our strength to adopt our correct1 actics, '
produces results. Where we are basically weak, our lef.,[l;:%“. wre;
not accepted by others and they copld not produce results. Iz
Kerala victory is a visual demonstration of our.successful s-*._trugg ;
for broader unity—very broad unity to fight the forces o
. 2 4 171 . =m' |
dufli"];rgitlﬂ;;gll? provided another important success Ut th?, Party 1n
the struggle to build a broad front against the authf_ijltauan E;.lrty‘;
This success is being ignored by many because the tront cou ;O
win seats. But the political importance 'Df the front, the lact ‘t at
millions listened to the anti-authoritarian propaganda and also
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voted against Indira Gandhi has got great importance in the political
struggle against authoritarianism, in preparing the masses to fight §
a continuing battle against it. Parties and masses are getting gripped

by the tdea of broad resistance and releasing new forces.

Reviewing the election results as a whole, it is clear that the
return to power of the Indira Congress, a menacing development,
was rendered possible by the collapse of the bourgeois-landiord
opposition parties and their bad record and performance during
the last two and a half years, coupled with the rise of the RSS in
the Janata. As against it, the Party’s line and tactics strove to save
as much as possible from the wreckage to present viable resistance
to the authoritarian (orces. The fact that the Party succeeded in
1solating and defeating the forces of dictatorship in the three States
of West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura shows again that the failure
elsewhere was the failure of the main bourgeois opposition groups.
Our Party’s achievement in the three States have increased our
strength in the Lok Sabha and our tactics have also increased the
strength of the Left forces. The Left in Parliament today constitutes

the spearhead of the opposition and this fact has immense
Importance in the days to come.

REVIEW OF ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS, MAY 1980

The Assembly elections in ninc States have completed the
process set in motion by the January election. Indira Gandhi has
sccured a big electoral victory in six States. In Bihar and Punjab
she has won by a narrow margin. Thus Indira Gandhj has achieved
her objective of capturing the administration in the States and that,
too, by a direct appeal 1o the people.

She, however, has met with a big reverse in Tamil Nadu where
the Congress(I) was heavily defeated despite her alliance with the
powerful DMK. The AIADMK, allied with the CPI(M), CPI and
some other parties, has secured a two-thirds majority reducing the
Congress(l) seats to a mere 30 in a House of 244. After Kerala,

Tamil Nudu is the second State in the South to give a rebuff to
Indira.
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There is no doubt that these results which strengthen the grip
of the authoritarian party on the States foreshadow portentous

developments.

Pre-Election Assessment

It is necessary to assess the results prgpﬁrly i1.1 the background
of our pre-election assessment and election tactics.

The March document on elections made an as:scssment of the
strength of the various bourgeois opposition parties anq came tE
the conclusion that they were entering the electoral battle 1n a muc

weaker condition. | ]
ectl ' ‘ ngress an
"Defections, betrayals, crossing over from Cong

Janata have taken place 1n recent days._ In the Raj_ya Sabha, t-hara
Congress(I) was in a minority, Only in its last E:E:SSIOI:!, the Ijajyd
Sabha passed an amendment to the President’s P-xd rcss
disapproving any action against non-Congress(l) GD%I,]“]TGI;;;
despite Congress(l) opposition. But now the Congr{?bb( ) .

secured a majority in the Upper House to endorse the dissolution

of nine Assemblies. 4
"The Congress(U) is getting weaker everyday. A large number
of its leaders and followers have joined the Congress(l). Mr _Swarql:l
Singh is now again wearing the Congrejss(l) badge. Devraj Urshm
endeavouring to seck understanding with the Lc'ft. In Kerala, the
Congress(U) is part of the broad alliance x?fhn:h supports t Z
Coalition Ministry. In Orissa, the Congress(U)'ls now strengthen]i
by the entry of Nandini Satpathy. But there 1s no doubt that the
ss(U) 1s very weak.
CDP’[g'hrZ%L(ok)Dal mzde a very good showing in Uttar Pradesh, and_
to some extent in Bihar, in the January eiecFiop. Iln the former
State it secured a majority vote—absolute mu]m'.ny in ncarlﬁy_f 189
Assembly constituencies. It is now riven with dissensions.
aj ain 1s on the way out. |
RJ'J'];E?;Z Janata Partyyhas fared the worst. The Janata Party, !n
the Parliamentary elections, stood second to tl:le Congre‘ss(l) In
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Bihar. But since the
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elections, demoralisation and disruption have set in. Almost the ;_'
entire Janata Assembly Party in Haryana together with the Chief

Minister walked over to the Congress(I).

"Since the election the Junata Party is facing one crisis after
another. The crisis was brought out in the open when the RSS
leader, Deoras, openly offered his hand of friendship to Indira f

Gandhi.”

Approach to Election—Electoral Tactics

The elections occupy an important place in the struggle against

authoritarianism. Any rebuff to Indira Gandhi in any State will be
a big blow in favour of the anti-authoritarian forces and will shake
up the ruling party. Everything has to be done to secure this result,
to give as wide a rebuff as possible to the dictatorial ambitions of
the ruling party. The electoral struggle is an integral part of
the continuing struggle against authoritarianism. The Central
Commitiee statement of March 16 outlines the Party’s electoral
tactics.

"The C.C,, therefore, decides to do everything 1in its power to
transform the ensuing electoral struggle in the nine States into a
sertous political struggle in order to mobilise the widest public
opinion against these authoritarian trends of the Congress(I) and
the Central Government it runs, and to defeat these trends and
reverse these policies. The C.C. appeals (o ali opposition political
parties, who are interested in the struggle against the authoritarian
forces led by the Congress(I), to sort out the deep differences and
divisions that are plaguing them now to offer united opposition to
the Congress(l) and its aim of sweeping the polls in all the nine
States. An elcctoral understanding and adjustment between the
opposition parties, based on the realistic assessment of the strength
of these parties and the urgent need of the struggie to bar the drive
of the authoritarian forces, is dircly needed in the prevailing
political situation in the country.

"However, electoral understanding and adjustment between
opposition parties do not depend on us. They are sharply divided.
Some of them are splitting, An understanding between the Lok
Dal, Congress{U) and the Janata Party seems to be remote at least
in a number of States.
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"Nonetheless, we must continue our efforts to see that the
oppositional vote 1s not sphit.

"Tn our election (actics, we must continue our cfforts for Left
and democratic unity and broader resistance. In the continuing
struggle against authoritarianism, for developing broad resistan.ce
to it, we will have to start with relying on the followers of parties
who oppose communalism and who have not yet shown any
conciliatory tendencies. Our struggle for alliance of Left and
democratic forces cannot gain strength without simultaneously a
struggle for such broad resistance in these States. Our line should,
therefore, be (1) in the present elections every effort should be
made to ensure that the Left parties stand together, (2) that they
develop understanding with the Lok Dal, Congress(U), AIADMK,
elc., (3) that they help these parties wherever possible to reach
understanding between themselves, (4) and do not oppose the efforts
of these parties to seek understanding with the Janata Party so that
the opposition vote is not divided, provided such understanding 1s
not at the expense of the Left and democratic forces,

" At the same time it should be our special endeavour to develop
friendly contacts with the Socialists in the Janata Party and OLIFSidC.
In the struggle for the Left and democratic front, the Socialist
elements if harnessed have a role to play. At present, blinded by
parliamentary lure, demoralised by the state of the Janata Party,
lacking confidence in themselves because of the liquidation of their
independent mass base, they find it difficult to take decisions. To
develop their political resistance and make them tuke their place
in radical politics is part of our task. Conditions are favourable for
such an approach. Many Socialists are thinking of reviving the
Socialist party.

"We certainly can have an understanding with non-
RSS-Jana Sangh individuals and groups, if this can be done
without undermining Left unity or our understanding with other

parties.”
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Before the elections, the Janata Party, split further on the iqsuef‘
of dual membership, the RSS-Jana Sangh group separating 1ts.elf.-._
and proclaiming itself as the Bharatiya Janata Party, bringing down

the credibility of all constituents of the former Janata Party to the
lowest level.

The exit of the RSS-Jana Sangh wing on the question of dual :

membership directly flowed from internal conflicts and the

realignment of forces in the Janata Party. The meaning of thls
process has been explained elsewhere.

However, 1t has to be noted that this split on the eve of the -‘

election, led to the further division of the oppositional vote and
weakened the opposition as a viable force.

It was in this background that the Party had to put up orgdnlsed

and united resistunce against the Congress(I). The Party was, of
course, in a very weak position to do this as its influence and mass -
strength were limited in these States and everything depended on
the response of the bourgeois opposition parties with large sections
of the electorate at their command. The Party had very little to

offer to them and they were still at daggers drawn with each other.

It was, therefore, inevitable that the Party should get limited
response to 1ts call for united resistance.

Party’s Big Success—Tamil Nadu

The biggest success of the Party was in Tamil Nadu. In Tamil
Nadu, the major party, the ATADMK, impelled by its own interests,
did exactly what our Party was asking opposition bourgeois parties
to do. Learning by the experience of his party, understanding
the solid strength of the DMK-Congress(I) alliance,
M.G. Ramachandran went all the way to tforge an electoral pact of
several parties, not neglecting the smallest. He was prepared to
offer twenty seats to the Janata. He did everything to neutralise

the torces of Narayanaswamy Naidu and to accommodate the
followers of Kamaraj and others.

It was known that MGR was vacillating all the time and had
made attempts to sue for compromise with Indira Gandhi. He had

Election Reviews—1980 145

ajso made several compromising statements on the eve of the
cicction. But once forced to fight, he seems to have been steadied
by oul consiztent SUppOrt, our political approach to the masses
and increasingly retied on the Left during the elections.
This favourable comuination was able to expose Indira Gandhi’s
pohcmq convincingly, including her failure to deal with the rising

prices of necessities of life.
Besides, the arbitrary dismissal of the AIADMK Government

had raised the question of Centre-State relations—an extremely
<cnsitive issue in the Tamil Nadu context. It caught Karunanidhi
on the wrong foot. Indira Gandhi’s support to Karunanidhi, whom
<he had dismissed for corruption, also compromised her position
with the people.

Our Party was able to overcome all difficulties 1n the way of
seat adjustments, in the way of an understanding with the CPl,
beeause the main party itself saw the urgent need of a common
slectoral front. The result is that the combination opposed to the
Congress(l) got two-thirds of the seats apd the ATADMK was able
to form its Ministry.

We should take note of our contribution to this big success. Our
Party kept its political approach and was able to impress and Inspire
thousands of AIADMK cadres. The result is that our Party has
now reached all the districts of Tamil Nadu in the course of the
campaign on our behalf and on behalf of the front, has attracted
(thousands of young people from all sections, especially from
amongst the untouchables. Lakhs heard our anti-authoritarian
spceches and listened to our exposition of the political and
economic problems of the time. It will not be an exaggeration
to say that unprecedented opportunities are now opening in
Tamil Nadu to expand our Party, to recruit young cadres and
expand our mass organisations.

The Example of Punjab
In Punjab, again, we were able to forge an understanding

with the major democratic party—the Akali Party, This was an
important political achievement whose significance should not be

underestimated.
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Unfortunately the Dange elements in the CPI dragged ouf‘fj
negotiations demanding too many seats—sittin g seats of the Akali;;;fi
Party. The result was that understanding could be reached only on §
the eve of the elections, weakening the common struggle. Our
Party had to intervene to bring about adjustments. The CPI also
put up  candidates against us in one or two seats. The central §
leadership of the CPI was a helpless spectator of these antics of 3

their followers.
Despite these difficulties, the anti-authoritarian forces offered

powerful resistance and the Congress (I} had to satisty itself with i

a thin majority in Punjab when it was sweeping (wo-thirds to
three-fourths of the seats in other States. The Akali Party made a
good showing capturing 37 seats. The Congress (1) has a majority 1§
of only seven in a house of 117. The CPI secured nine seats and
our Party secured five seats, three less than in the last election. It
1s extremely doubtful if the Akalis by themselves could have 3

secured so many seats had they not taken the help of the Left. The

Left image and alliance were a necessary weapon in their fight
against authoritarianism. The combination was expected to win a
majority. The failure to reach an agreement early and the fifth-

i3
b
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1n Bihar, the Congress (1) has secured a narrow maj(r;m;_/) in t_lle
) ’ g g y da methods. Despite
ids arges of rigging and using goon 7spi!
i o the rul ' uld have been defeated
‘ ds of the ruling party, it wo |
e foul Hoe is-landlord parties had
' setion if a number of bourgeors ) _
e e eloete and if the CPI, instead of
: t on seats and 11 the ,
=ached an electoral agrecmen i if the CFL, mstetd o
IE’lrming narrow and short-sighted ambitions, had lent all 1t
Pic i such an agreement.
fforts to bring about such an ag | o
Ltfln Bihar. we contested 28 seats. Following our 1C.C(;is h[me,d ?11:;
, 4 “X L] -r " an
' s to forge an electoral unaers
iate unit made endeavours . ! :
Sr'th the Congress (U), Lok Dal, along with the CP_I, etc. TE@
g lljl(M) and CPI came to a common understanding on tUt
| Juc:f;tion of seats. But Karpoori Thakur and' Cong;&;ss (‘ )
qOﬂ:[iHUEd to be elusive showing no intérest in realu: ing r;i]n
. ' - SOme
anderstanding with us. Perhaps the hCPl dlitd df:;;li)nl; e
i ' ss (U). The result wa: i
nderstanding with the Congre s !
]’:NE: were virtually fighting on the strength of the Left for::ebs Qeoir;
our own strength, aided by the CPY which has a powerful bas

| " pe ance—sixX seals as
the State. In these circumstances our performance—siX e

i | ' ur
compared with four in the 1977 elections—is an advance and ©

Party can be said to have done well.

columnist activity of some Akalis and the sabotage in their midst,
deprived it of victory. It is estimated that not less than 15 seats
were lost on this account. The total votes poiled by our Party has
increased and is more than the vote of the CPL

Some il-informed critics of our Party suggested that the Party
had experienced reverses in Punjab because of too much
meddling with Akali politics. The struggle for keeping a
democratic party allied with the Left, the struggle to defeat .
attempts to take it towards the Congress (1), is not meddling, buta 7§
part of the tactics of the Central Committee in the fight against 3

authoritartanism. The result of this struggle is the near defeat of
the Congress (I) in the elections.

The CPI has won 23 seats but in contesting more.t:h;m a

3 I o * , [ ‘1

hundred seats, it overestimated its strength aréd autuallj(xif):h(;{ ;:;I:t

. 1 fight against the Congress (1).
to the common electora e . el
1 its It] ' Id have been possible for 1
restricted 1ts ambitions, 1t wou or o react
andl 1 Congress (U) at least, an sea

an understanding with the s | | | :
could have been won by the opposition, making Indira Gandht’s

defeat certan. | | |
It should be realised that in this State, the CPI had the main

' CS1S > P 1s a
responsibility for building common resistance. The party

. o . o an
big force and other parties Werc interested in seeking

understanding with 1t. It ‘is not l;n::;i 3111?)[:{31* ;ihOeSlcpﬁL ;r;;c.;nye :2?
f)i?j:l:g Si?iti;ifff&?;?dilﬁ the Cong.rc:ss; (U) 1o be the only
’ it arties.
SE;EL*”CE{’T;Y;"}?;T pg:liifttll) ?l(:b:)t:i? 11'1::; i;lmg alm:st f;{;l;i; \;’i
“Left Front™ logan ofa Le
2232?2 :;4:1‘:1{ Eiln 1]5?:;{ l;)(?lt thc:ziljf[laz?f i?li(?rlfd for a front ot the

Bihar

Bihar is the State where next to Tamil Nadu and Punjab, the
biggest resistance was offered to the Congress (I} though the
opposition vote was divided into so many parties and confusion
was created by caste appeals running across political loyalties.
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Forward Bloc. Jharkhand Mukti More} - LAXIst Coordinatiop
Committee. While our Party was always willing to have ap
understanding with other Left forces, it was opposed to having a
deal with the unreliable Marxist Coordination Committec. Byt we
decided not to break on this Issue. As for the Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha, we knew that it had an understanding with the
Congress (1), but the CP] was projecting it as a Left force. And
regarding the Forward Bloc, we knew that it had no strength
whatsocver, but the CP] had conceded it 22 s€ats 1o bolster the
claim of the Left to form a Left Front Government. The entjre line
vittually conformed to the pattern of no common front” with
hon-Left parties against Indira Gandhi.

Maharashtra

In Maharashtra, our endeavours to forge a common front of
Lett parties, the Janara (Chandra Sekhar) and the Congress (U)
failed. The Congress (U) leadership led by Chavan and Sharad
Pawer refused to have any understanding with any other party,
The leadership was calculating on the discontent in the
Congress (1) ranks over tickets—the dominant Maratha peasant
community was dissatisfied. The Congress (U) feared that asso-
ciation with the Janata and Open association with the Left would
prevent mobilisation of this yorc dominated by powerful landed
imterests. They did succeed in geuting this vote and secured for the
Congress (U) the status of the recognised Opposition in the
Assembly. In the bargain, they made Indira Gandhi’s vIctory
inevitable.

Bereft of the support of the Congress (U), (he electoral front
consisted of the Lefi parties—all of whom are weak, and the
Janata which after the Separation of the RSS-Juna Sangh
combination was further weakened with its electoral appeal
reduced to the minimum.

The result was that the Congress (1) secured 181 seqts out of
284 seats, Congress (U)-47, the Jana Party-17, the BIP-14. the
Peasants’ and Workers’ Party-8, the CPI(M)-2 and CPI-2.

In the Parliamentary clections, the Congress (1) had secured
absolute majority in 224 Assembly constituencies, whereas in the
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ecent election the Congress (1) tatly is 181. This 11115‘0 was
lLL.i ed possible by the swing towards the COllgl:Ebb (I} 1n
fe“;ily where 1t captured 26 seats out of 39. In the Parliamentary
S]{:cti(;ns, the city had voted for the Janata Party, I
In Maharashtra, we contested 10 seats_. The swmﬁg n oriin l}rf
atfected us and we lost all the 'lhI‘GE: sitting seals. Oquthod ?‘;d
:') seats 1n the State we could retain only :?,——fmm the Sc tiathuthe
Tribes arca. In some other seats, our main conle:s‘t_ Was u.;' o
Congress (U). The Left as a whole, _therefore, did poot"Tyl/{Ou h
PWP also got a lower representation than before. . ai
disillusionment with the Congress (1) had started, the multi-party

contests helped that party.

er States
Otll; Madhya Pradesh, U.P., Gujarat and OrissaT, w:er could ;LOE f:é
a single seat. This was inevitable. The Left fmf:es art:,.?fcn ,art
there could be no understanding with any Ot'hEI DPEOE IEPIp Thyé
QOur Party had to rely only on the ut_ﬁderstundl'ng wit t{ ed lw;[} ¢
CPI, on 1ts own strength, won five seats 1n U._P., dn-. ﬂ.t o
Madhya Pradesh. In U.P,, we contested 18 seats; in Gujarat five,
1 ' sh 9. |
; ifaglgadsﬁlrjieour Party endeavourcd to hlave unfl?rstind;ni
with the Lok Dal, becausc that party had influence w ertm
number of our candidates were contesting. Thereths PlarL {;k
adjustment but that also did not work. In one place, the .Dca Lol
Dal Secretary, 1n spite of agreement between _the th pal.cé,
stood as an Independent with his party’s' support; in anot {irpkf;)ai
the Lok Dal supported an Independent; in yet another,‘the ? o
candidate retired in favour of the Copgress_ (D). We L,ontc]s ¢ |
scats. We worked for an understanding with the CPI,E t 1el;:mty
other Left party. Both the parties are weak and we h?d;lmganydlg
rely on our own strength., The State was swept byC;I 1rla ndh
and our Party could secure only one seat and the k alhsobcl <
securc only one. It seems we lost our sitling seat this time, but g¢

another one, o
It will be seen that in these States, Maharashtra, etc., the Left

forces have done poorly in the elections, their representation in
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the Assemblies is minimal. The main bourgeois parties fought
their battles without feeling the need of Left support. The mass of
people continued to be divided among the several bourgeois
parties. The Party’s objective of expanding its representation
in the Assemblies, of strengthening the Left representation,
has not been achicved; on the other hand, there are certain
setbacks.

Taking all the nine States, our Party s performance has been far
from satisfactory. We have won 11 seats in Tamil Nadu, 6 in
Bihar, 5 in Punjab, 2 in Maharashtra, 1 in Rajasthan and nil in
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Orissa and U.P

The Party was aware that our movement was weak in these
States and had decided to pay special attention to the Hindi-
speaking areas. Some efforts, no doubt, have been made in this
direction, but they hardly meet even the fringe of the situation.
States like Maharashtra, U.P, have not shown any progress
despite the favourable atmosphere, and the cause needs to be
Investigated.

In most of these States, the Party base is extremely weak and no
serious cfforts have been made to rectify this weakness. Some of
the State Committees rcfuse to pay any attention to mass
organisations, which often become playthings of inner struggles.

In some States, the strength of some mass organisations has
shown a tendency to fall. There is absolutely no chance for the
Party’s line to succeed if these weaknesses are not overcome and

our organisation does not develop the minimum political strength
necessary to intervene for a broad tront.

Left Unity

Our recent advance in achieving Left unity should not blind us
to the fact that the struggle for that unity was a hard one. To
develop understanding with the CPI, to bring that organisation (o
the path of unity, to make it give up its anti-Marxist alliance in
Kerala, demanded continuous struggle as well as appeal. It also
meant struggle against sectarianism and scepticism in our own

ranks, some of whom cquate understanding with the CPT to
conciliation with revisionism.
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[n the recent Assembly elections, there was further p;ogléisz
Jong the line of Left unity, of understanding amonrg Le N
arties. Our Party ranks and leaders ShDU]{.j know that his
P’ S Id be achieved by fighting the grabbing
P enci o opor stu ing of the CPI elements in
tendencies and opportunist understanding of the _
ma}qu:yt}?;a;:tise of the elections, the feeling and basis for growing
[ eft unity has been strengthened. In almost all the Statss{h(i{l;se;]
relationship between the CPYM) and CPl has d:svelc)[fﬁd t 1‘ . Ed
common work and propaganda for each other’s can 1 ilhesfgnal
addressing of meetings by the leaders pf both partie;. .In X en‘iain
analysis, in all the States, the two parties represente 1‘111t le:tf n
the Left forces and their coming togetber on the electomkp ’a 0 '
has strengthened the urge for Left unity among the ranks as we
n 2)]: I-Ifx(;ﬂi;ence of the CPI, howeve:l', 1S not uniform.l Along uf'ltt;l:
a general desire for genuine cooperation, ther&:. wererlpsta?;e?ine
withholding of cooperation, sabotage and working ag'amsht 51 "
of Left unity. These mostly represented the Dange wing hos 1 e t°
Left unity. But not only they. The result was that mf many places
the local CPI worked against us. Ir_l some places theJy p111thup
candidates against us—in Punjab, Rajasthan. ;n somf: Fplaces‘t rel,i
did not pull their weight tor us 'fmd so on, Bihar fot ul:st;rl}u,.the
many other places, however, their cadres honestly worked Tor
success of our candidates—in Bihar and elsewhere. N

In its election approach and tactics, the CEI s_e-emed o be
underestimating the authoritarian dan ger and hesitatin g fo nge ut]l:
completely its former approach of equating the Congle:ss h( )d‘.vi.!;qs
other bourgeois-landlord parties. This time, perhaps, ltf 3 .ha
inhibition to join hands with the Congress (U) certified. as
beiﬂi‘:opha\z[gﬁs that the CPI will continue to be subject to 1t.~:. own
vacillations and hesitations despite its. acgep}ed stand o’r'wa;:;mg
an irreconcilable fight against authoritarianism. Its' vacillations
will be seen on the question of a broader front of resistance. t

Along with this, there will be pressures {?f the I_)ange‘ group to
draw the CPI backward towards conclhatmn_and folldPEratlc;n
with the Congress (1). The struggle for Left unity has to take note
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of these factors and our Party while recognising the favourable
atmosphere will have to be vigilant against these vacillations and

hesitations.

We must note the various types of fronts that the Party has
succeeded in developing in the fight against the authoritarian 3
forces, in the struggle to isolate them and the specific weight of

our Party and the Left forces in them.

There is, first, the West Ben gal Left Front where our Party is in

a dominant position with its vast mass base and influence, and oy
Left partners are a small force compared with us. It is a combina-
tion of Left forces led by us with our overwhelming influence
compared with others., The Tripura front is still more over-
whelmingly led by the CPI(M).

The second type is the Kerala front. It is not a Left front but
includes the Congress (U), Kerala Congress, Muslim League.
Here again, our Party is bigger than any other party, it is the
biggest single force, but not In the same position as our Party in
West Bengal. Even aided by other Left parties like the CP] and the
RSP, it does not reach that position. The non-Left forces are also
strong and they have to be with us so long as they seek to escape
dependence on the Congress (I). The conflicts between the
vartous bourgeois parties, and the correlation of forces arising
from them, necessitate an alllance and understanding with us,
This is a broad front today including some Opposition bourgeois
parties, the Congress (U), etc.

The third type of alliance that defeated the Congress (I) is the
Tamil Nady alliance where the democratic party, the AIADMK,
constitutes the major force but is unable to win the election
without the help of the Left parties. The alliance in Punjab also
belongs to this category. In Tamil Nadu, the major force is not the
Left, and the Ministry formed by the AIADMK cannot be
expected to follow in the footsteps of Ministries, led by us, though
there is some scope for popular measures.

In the course of onr struggle against authoritarianism, we wil]
meet with varying forms of alltances or understandings in which
the strength of our Party, the Left forces and the other parties wil]
vary. In some, our strength may be greater than others, in others,
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= will be small in popular strength, nonetheless, a v_atal' Part of
e on resistance against the forces of authontgnamlsm.
the(;frn;’?rty along with the Left and democratic parties w;!l E?vi
| | 1lding ¢ der resistance front.
to continue our efforts for bmldmg tl broat_tion e o
will be wrong to expect, however, a repets n o e st o
combination like the Jjanata Party emﬁr%f];i W,_.:;“ b.e fecided by
shape such a broad resistance fro;.'lt m;]l a lity of a broader
the correlation of different fqrces. The pos Ly of 8 droa
ront under the existing condltlons.depends on how
:E;tilising the Left and democratlcf fprces for t{lq; Ttlrrg;s; '1;1}1[:
Jullundur Resolution of our Party, 1t 1y knovfr(‘;i ai o on e
rcl velopment of Left unity and thg consoli dFlDﬂ_ o e
d:mocratic forces in the fight aganst authoritartanism,

calling for a forum of broader resistance.

Assessment of Election Results .
The results of the election in nine States are repre:

below:
GUJARAT : Total number of seats 182

Congress (1) 140; Janata 21; BJP 9.
MADHYA PRADESH : Total scats 320
Congress (I) 246; BJP 60; Janata 2; CPl 2,

ORISSA : Total seats 147 | |
Congress (I) 117; Lok Dal 13; BJP 3; Congress (U) 2: CPl 4

Independents 7. -
UNJAB : Total seats | | .
Coigress (D) 63: Akali 37, CP19; CPI(M)5; BIP I, Others 2

THAN : Total seats 200 - |
Cnizgif(l) 133: BIP 32; Janata 8; Janata (S) 7; Congress (U)

‘ - CPI{M) |; Others 12. |
) CL:/?‘;";R PR‘(ADESH - Total seats 425 (declared 419)

' ‘1 .
Coneress (I) 305; Lok Dal 58; Congress(U) 13, BIP 10,
Fr} t

Janata (S) 4; CPI 7T o
MiL NADU : lotal sea . | o :
AIZ\DMK 129; Congress (I) 30; DMK 38; CPI(M) 11, CPI 10

Indian Union Muslim League I; Janata IEC %Gandhl-l{amamj
National Congress 6; Forward Bloc 3; TNKC 3.
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MAHARASHTRA : Total seats 288

Congress (I) 186; Congress (U) 47: Janata 17, BIP 14: PWP 8. ;

CPI(M) 2; CPI 2: Others 12

BIHAR : Total seats 321
Congress (I} 167; Lok Dal 42: Janata 13, BIP 21;
Congress (U) 14: CPIM) 6; JMM 13- MCC l:
Janata (S) 1; Independents 19,

CPI 23:
FB I

An important feature of the election was the use of violence and 4

gangsterism by the ruling party along with the misuse of official
authority in some constituencies of Bihar and U.P.

Udit Narain Sharma, a candidate contesting election from ga
constituency in the Fatehpur district of U.P. was shot dead. Two
other Independent candidates from two other districts were killed.
Besides, two political workers of the BJP including a ten-year boy
in Mainpuri were shot dead.

[n Bihar, according to official information, the death toll was

27. The Governor of Bihar, A, B. Kidwai, said that on the poll day
there werc 232 violent incidents.

Dual Process—Fall in Voting Percentage

With the swing of votes in the January elections in favour of the
Indira Congress, it was clear that the Assembly elections would
20 in her favour. The question was how big her victory would be?

Meanwhile, the sitnation appeared to be somewhat changing.
The inability of the Indira Gandhji Government to control prices,
the failure to give relief to the people was starting a process of
disiflusionment among the enthusjastic voters of the Congress (I).
This became evident during the election campaign of Indira
Gandhi when she failed to draw big crowds and her meetings
were sparsely attended.

This was the same process that had started with the Janata Party
during the 1977 and 1978 Assembly elections. Compared with the
Parliamentary elections, the Janata Party lost nearly 10 per cent of
the vote in the Assembly elections but won two-thirds of the seats.
The disillusionment of the masses in both cases started within a

few months, but did not immediately change the trend of the
election results.
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In the present elections also, the process of disillusionment
ith the Congress (1) had started. But this C!id not meun any 5w{gb
T’l favour of the bourgeois opposition parties ‘who were the m;l;
] onents of the Congress (I} mn the elecuon?,. On the othet
EEEa so far as the bourgeois-landlord opp(}{:lpon 'partles w:-_::;a
-*onc:arned the process of dissatistaction and dlﬂlllﬂﬁlfjnmt?n[ with
:hem had rIot yet come to an end. On the contrary, their disinte lg]ra
tion. their failure to come together, had perhaps added to then
4lienation {rom the masses. o .
lllfi“hf;f: result of this dual process has been a con51alet¢1}alﬁ fd”fm
the polling percentage—the percentage of people g]c:n;gdm \ ;}5
[ ates—only n Tamil Nadu :
oting was very Tow in many States—oniy |
;ﬁ‘;’i a hig;y level was maintained, with the _zerzulé tia;
its alliance were defeated in Tamil Nadu a
the Congress (1) and its alliance we ' oA
‘ ' in Punjab. In Tamil Naadu, :
sscaped narrowly a defeat m |
EFA%MK alliance with the Left secured more ti}dn EO [:r cen; lc:;t
-thirds majority in the Assembly.
the vote and captured a two-t the Awemd .
' imed and demoralise y
Instead of being overwhe oy e
’ ' ' should remember that thi
Congress (I)'s sweeping victory, one § ' per that 1hs
has ?1 narrower base among the people than at the time of 1ts
) i ' tions.
success in the Parliamentary elec N )
% The percentage of polling in January 1980 was 56.80.In 1977 1
i ! 5.29.
was 60.84 and in 1971 it was 5. | o t
The final figures of the recent polhing are not yct ay :lllilble. Bu
perhaps this may prove to be the lowest polling on rlti:::or (.amund
1 S ; there was heavy polling
According to press reports ther | e o
in Tam d Punjab (50 to 60%). In Rajas .
70%) only in Tamil Nadu an | e
1 55%. In U.P. 1t was 45%. Li
the polling was between 50 and : ‘ _ _
it wgq as l%)w as 25% in many constituencies. In Orissa the pilhrig
was I;etween 40 and 45%. In Maharashtra it was hardly 50 /E E
Gujarat the polling was between 45 and 50%. In Madhya Prades
' > ted.
also only about half the electorate vol y -
‘-.Big cl{ectoral victories notwithstandmg? the Con E,_ressl (T) ;etufd
4 smaller percentage of this low polling thurT in t(;e‘ ?Izuiihz
Parliamentary elections, at least in seven Siates. In Gujarat,

| he polled votes whereas in
C ess (I} polled 51.1% of t | |
th?:n%:muagy e?ection it had polled more than 55% when the
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polling percentage was 53.69%. In Punjab. the Congress (I) share ';'

of the poll dropped by more than 7.5% compared with the Janug

Lok Sabha election. The party which contested all the 117 seats
and won 63, polled 44.96% against 52.45% reached in January, §
This 15, however, 10.89% higher than the united Congress party’s i

share in the 1977 elections.

Press reports say the final tally in the new House ip
Mabharashtra is Congress (1)-186. etc. “I the Lok Sabha election
results were to be taken as an index for assessing the popularity of
the Congress (1), the party should have won not fewer than 230 4
seats in the Assembly elections. This was also the pre-poll

forecast of the party leaders of the State.”

“Poor polling all over the State favoured the Congress ().
Since 1977, when the Janata Party toppled the Congress from
power, the voters” turn-out has been showing a decline in every
successive election. A steep fall in the polling percentage was
registered in the Assembly elections. In some of the Bombay
constiluencies it was as low as 28%" (The Times of India), The
overall percentage of voting in Greater Bombay was 38, During
the Lok Sabha poll the Congress (I) secured about 539 of
the votes in the State, whereas in the Assembly poll it secyred
44%-—a fall of nine per cent.

In Orissa, the Congress (I) secured 47% of the votes whereas in
the Parliamentary election its share was 55.69% . In January it had
gained majority in 143 out of the 147 Assembly constituencies
whercas in May it could capture only 117 seats. The Congress (1)

secured less votes than the combined opposition in not less than
46 constituencies.

Falsification and Goondaism

In Bihar, the Congress (I) vote increased by 10.61% from the
23.53% it secured in the 1977 elections. Yet, compared with the
Tanuary Parliamentary elections (34.14%), it fell in the Assembly
poll. The Congress (1) could poll more than the combincd vote of
the opposition parties——the Congress (U), Janata, Lok Dal—only
i about a 100 constituencies. In the rest of the seats, the

combined strength of the Opposition was more than that of the
Congress (I}.
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Commenting on the percentage of polling, recent press reports

say, surprisingly, the poll results si‘mx_v thaF 5?.56% {?f th_e
é]sctomte of 3.97 crores exercised th:elr fraqchlse in Bihar. This
high percentage of voting (for Bihar), it is bel feved, wis not tl:lue to
SL:aden enthusiasm among the vot_ers on pollmg day, but to ];11 ﬁe—
scale rigging and booth-capturing which marka?d t.he :11 ai
clections”. The narrow majority of the Congress (T} in B:har 1S O
a genuine majority, but has been contr!ved by goot:ldalsm, l;oot?-
cu})turing, use of guns and falsification of election results. n
many places and constituencies, the full pﬂwerioﬁi‘" lhe‘ Stlﬂt‘e Was
used to help the ruling party at the Centre. Opposition parties were
harassed and obstructed in their movement; the voters in qmany
places were intimidated; in some places booths were captmed‘by
the polling or district officials to help the_ Congress (_L).iCt::]unItan
was stopped or postponed in a few :.::onfsntuencues wl?e:e}tzli =
or opposition candidates were winning. Tf:lC Ch]ﬂf L;[IEH
Commussioner was neither informed nor was his advice s??g t Y
local poll officials. A statement issued by the CPI othE,;_‘bql‘ci.
that i a constituency where repoll was ordered, the District
Commissioner and other officials captured the booth, beat the CPI
candidate and his agent, seized the ballot papers and cast votes for
the Congress (I) candidate. There is no doubt that the nalr:')row
majority achieved by the Congress (1) colvu'ld not hav:a;ﬂ cen
possible but for these illegalities and falsification of clection
Itb;}lltz?t. the Congress (I) should be reduced to [his strait, in spite of
the division of oppositional vote, shows how it has lost gmﬁund
during the last three months since it captured the scat of power at
the Centre.

In Tamil Nadu, the Congress (1) share of vote dmppcd pre-
Cipitously. Whereas the DMK suffered a rqargmaf decline fmm
23.1% in the January elections to 22.43% in the June elegtmnj,
the Congress (I) share dropped from 31% in January to 20.6%
! -~ -

” ”f‘lll:;:e are significant indications in the shift g‘r popular

¢stimates and mood which have an important bearing on the
continuing struggle against authoritarianism.
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This does not do away with the fact that the authoritarian party
has now got a much firmer hold over the Government and thei;
administration. But, it, at the same time, shows that, notwlth
standing its popular mandate, it lacks a firm base among th
people and instability is inherent in the situation. :
B
Opposition Bourgeois-Landlord Parties
The bourgeois-landlord parties whose leadership refused tou
forge a common electoral front against the Congress (I) am
reduced to a sorry plight. Splintered and divided, unable to offer
viable alternative because of sheer fragmentation, they made g
miserable showing, notwithstanding their considerable maS&
tollowing, and the fact that together they were more powerful in.§
the electorate than the Congress (I). Their electoral antics have
brought reverses to the democratic movement and created obstacles
in the way of developing the unity of Left and democratic forces. -
The elections have shown that while the united Janata Party L
was an all-India force, its splintered groups have only reglonal 1
influence. None of these groups has been able to secure more than :-e*
20 per cent of the seats in any State. And all have shown varying 48
strength from State to State.
Only in Gujarat, the Janata Party led by Chandra Sekhar has .
emerged as the largest single opposition group. This seems to be 13
the strength of the old Congress (O) group led by Morarji Desai.
In the rest of India the Janata Party, consisting mostly of the 7
former Socialists and the Congress (O), has made a poor showing.

"

The Lok Dal

In the Hindi-speaking States of U.P. and Bihar, it is the " |

lllll

Janata (8), Lok Dal led by Charan Singh, that has emerged as the
second largest party, though far behind the Congress (1).

Charan Singh’s party has won 57 seats in the U.P. Assembly
which may be regarded as quite a good performance considering
the electoral swing. But in realily the figures show how the
electoral swing had gone rapidly against the Lok Dal in the last
five months, shrinking the base of Charan Singh’s mass follow-
ing. In the Parliamentary elections, the Lok Dal had secured an
absolute majority in not less than 181 Assembly constitucncies. It
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was because of this that Charan Singh was boeasting of forming a
Ministry in U.P. and was unwilling to sign any agreement on seats
with any other party. Little did he realise that every move of
nhis was being watched by the sensitive electorate, ‘and
sveryone of his eccentric and reactionary statements undermined
the faith of his following in him.

Bharatiya Janata Party

In Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh which have been the
traditional strongholds of the Jana Sangh, the Bharatiya Janata
Party has emerged as the main opposition. It has secured .32 seats
in Rajasthan and 60 in Madhya Pradesh. The other parties—the
Janata, Lok Dal, Congress (U)}—have been wiped out. The
Jana Sangh-RSS combine thrived on its association with olther
parties and forces in the united Janata Party. They seized
a disproportionate share of power m the Central and State
Government and in the party. Now they are reduced to the rock
bottom of their influence, though their total electoral tally may be
slightly bigger than the other parties. It should not be forgot?en
that in several constituencies of various States, the Bharatiya
Janata Party was openly supporting the Congress (1) against the
opposition candidates when it found that its candidates have no
chance. Reducing the strength of the opposition parties was one of
its objectives.

Congress (U)

The Congress (U) has again failed to click except 1n
Maharashtra. In the rest of the States its performance seems to be
miserable. In Maharashtra, it has emerged as the major opposition
group far ahead of others, though far behind the Congyess (T). It
has secured 47 seats out of 284, whereas 1n the Parliamentary
elections it had secured only one parliamentary seat and had a
majority only in 22 Assembly constituencies. Perhaps this 1s due
to some adventitious factors—the inner-discontent in the
Congress (1) over tickets. The distribution of tickets had offendecj
the dominant Maratha peasant community and the Congress (U)
seems to have been its beneficiary. Tt is doubtful whether all its 47
members will remain in the opposition.
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Such is the debacle of the bourgeois-landlord opposition J
parties. They are all reduced to small or big groups in Assemblies,
but this does not really reflect their strength among the people, 3
In the various States they were the main contenders of the 3
Congress (1) and their total vote tally was larger in many States, op 3
was short by only 4 or 5 per cent, than the Congress (I} vote. The :j
main mass in these States still continues to be under the influence - 3

of rival bourgeois-landlord parties,

Why the Debacle?

Certain factors must be noted in considering the debacle of the
bourgeois-landlord parties in several States. The people were 3
undergoing intense suffering with the skyhigh prices of sugar, “§
edible oils, pulses, kerosene and every necessity of life and giving §
expression to their indignation and resentment in various ways.
There was open criticism of Indira Gandhi’s rule, open expression

of disappointment with her performance.

And yet the opposition bourgeois parties could not use the
situation in their favour, On the other hand, Indira Gandhi put 1
them on the defensive, charging them with the responsibility for
high prices. And the opposition had no answer except to bleat that
during the Janata Party rule prices were stabilised. This certainly

could not impress the electorate.

The failure of the opposition bourgeois parties in the final
analysis was due to the fact that they had no alternative policies,
that they also were working within the class-limitations set by
their class interests. To Indira Gandhi’s demagogy and accusa-
tions they could not reply with a new convincing programme of
mass relief. Being recently in power they were held responsible
tor the existing state of affairs, while disillusionment had started
with Indira Gandhi also. The debacle of these partics once again
shows that the battle against authoritarianism cannot be carried on
in isolation from the people’s struggle for livelihood and without
hurting the vested interests. The effects of class policies pursued
by these parties when in power had already ruined their credipility

and now they had no alternative programme to offer to the
pcople.
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Assam and Minority

But the bankruptcy of the opposition bourgeois—la}ndlord
parties Was not only seen on the price question anf:i the fa@qre to
offer an alternative programme. IT} their bourgf:ols c:).ppo'smgnal
politics they did everything to drive the Muslim minority into
solidly voting for Indira Gandhi. |

The bourgeois opposition parties did try to cultwatfe the
Muslim vote by inflaming Muslim passions on the Afghan issue,
branding the Indira Gandhi Government’s attitude as surrender to
Soviet Communism—the familiar cry of the Jana Sangh-RSS
crowd. Indira Gandhi threw them on the defensive by exposing
the secret meeting of Moshe Dayan, Israeli Minister, with Morarji
Desal and Vajpayee. |

Nothing, however, exposed the bankruptcy. of the bourgeois
opposition parties as the Assam issue. On this issue there was
double failure on the part of these parties.

In the first place, the Assam situation posed a challenge to the
integrity and unity of the country and every patriot and democrat
was bound to raise his voice in defence of the unity of the country
exposing the game of the imperialists and the doings Df: tlhe
secessionists. It was a vital sensitive issue to expose the policies
hitherto pursued by the Congress Governments and show how
they had led to divisive results,

But the opposition parties in a thoroughly unasham.ed' manner
abandoned the fight for unity, refused to expose imperialism and,
in order to woo the votes of the Assamese in the coming elections,
gave open support to their secessionist movement. They sought to
use this as an election issue presenting it as an issue between the
people of Assam and the Indira Gandhi Government. They left thc?
tatk about defending national unity and integrity to Indira Gandhi
who made full use of it. The opposition parties thus enabled the
Congress (I) to put a lid on its past policies and escape criticism.

But this was not all. This opportunist stand for petty clectoral
advantage did havoc to minority opinion, enabﬁl?ng Indira Gandhi
to gather it solidly behind her. The minorities knew that in
Assam the movement was directed against them—Bangladesh
immigrants, mainly Muslims. They knew that t_hey were bein'g
attacked and massacred, their houses were being bumt, their
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women molested and children hacked. In their opportunism the.;
bourgeois opposition parties did not condemn these outrages, and 4
did not demand protection for the minorities. Not one demanded'l
that the genuine Indian citizens, simply because they were §
Muslims, could not be driven out of Assam labelling them ag 1
foreigners. On the other hand, the Jana Sangh-RSS combination, §
the BJP, while supporting the movement, turned a blind eye to this §
reactionary cry for the expulsion of the minority. As against thig 1
the Indira Gandhi Government declared its intention to protect 4
the minorities. What chance had the opposition with the minorities
under these circumstances? It was no accident that the bourgeois
opposition parties surrendered the initiative on the minorities f
question to Indira Gandhi, and enabled her to get their support. It
was all the more inevitable when the opposition parties included
such rabid communal elements as the RSS-Jana Sangh-BJP and §
when other parties did not come out clearly against its activities. ?

The Harijan Vote

This time, again, the untouchables en masse seem to have voted |
for the Congress (I). Notwithstanding the continued atrocities
during the last three months under the Indira Gandhi rule. despite

the atrocities under the Andhra Pradesh Congress (I) regime, the

Harijans have shown a lack of trust in the opposition parties. This .=.I

time even Jagjivan Ram seems to be a mere, a feeble, echo of his
tformer self, unable to rouse wide sections agamnst Indira Gandhi.

The reason for this must be understood. First, the Congress (I)
Image persists because of several concessions to the Scheduled
Castes, which act as a bribe to the educated. Second, the
untouchabies and their leaders know that the Jana Sangh-RSS is
openly an advocate of the Hindu caste system and in the villages
acts as such. Opposition leaders like Charan Singh are known for
their anti-Harijan bias and their followers in the villages make no
bones about it. The Left has vet to make a dent among the
Harijans in most of the States. Except where our Party has an
independent basc among this section, the Harijans generally voted
for the Congress (I). This is mainly because many leaders of the
Harijans are bought over by the Congress (I) and they use their
influence to sccure votes for it. Some fire-cating RPI leaders
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of Maharashtra are generally to be found on the side of the
Congress (1) 1n the elections.

The 1nflyence of the authoritarian party on the vital sections of
the untouchables and the minority constitutes a serious menace to
the struggle for democracy, to the struggle for the defeat of
the authoritarian forces. The whole problem requires immediate
attention and a new approach to remove this weakness from the
democratic and class movements. One aspect of this tying of
minorities and untouchables to the Congress (I) must be properly
(aken into consideration. The morc the democratic movement
presses on the authoritarian forces, the more will the latter be
mnclined to make reactionary and disruptive concessions to the
opportunist leaders of the minorities and the untouchables. The
reservation concessions are used by reactionaries to build line-ups
dangerous to the democratic and class movements. The Aligarh
University Bill 1s another measure of appeasement of reactionary
forces. While the just and democratic demands of the Mushim
minorities are to be supported by the working class and the
democratic movement, concessions to reactionary outlook,
fanaticism and obscurantism should be resisted. These continue to
promote separatism and prevent the merger of the minority
movement n the common democratic movement. Today the
appeal to Islamic fundamentalism is a major source of strength to
the reactionary forces in the Muslim countries.

A New Realignment

Having lost the electoral battle badly, having swrrendered the
initiative to the Congress (1), the bourgcois opposition parties are
bound to be demoralised and dispiay two contradictory tendencies,
noted by the March 1980 document ol the Central Committee on
“The Present Situation”. 1t said, “Since the dissolution, again,
both the trends are in evidence: on the one hand, a growing
offensive of authoritarianism and at the same time an urge for
common resistance n Parliament, combined with disruptive
manifestatons in the matter of ¢lectoral understanding, the united
Left forces pursuing a consistent policy of common resistance
mside Parliament and in the context of the coming clections.”




164 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

The document further noted, “the bourgeois-tandlord parties are
far more sharply divided than before and their tNNer-crisis is more
intense than before. The movement of the masses and their
mulitancy, the sharpened contradiction with the raling party al] 4
will drive those who do not seck reconciliation with Indira Gandh;
to pick up the gauntlet and throw their weight on the side of the
popular forces. But, in the process, a new realignment of forces is f;
bound to emerge—a realignment which wil] place greater weight §

on alliance with the Left forces.” .
The same contradictory tendencics will continue after the

Assembly ¢lections, notwithstanding initial demoralisation of the

bourgeois opposition parties. During the elections these parties
exaggerated their strength, refused to come to terms with each

other and reach electoral adjustments till the ast. Only after the 1

nominations were over some of them in Bihar, Congress (U)
leaders and Karpoori Thakur (Lok Dal), made a fresh appeal to
the electorate to vote for the best candidate Irrespective of party
aflihation and prevent division of votes. Biju Patnaik, after the
clection reverses in Orissa, awoke to the need of unity among the
opposition parties and called for it. The Lok Dal leader, Karpoori
Thakur, is calling for a united party of the former Janata
constituents and Congress (U).

Charan Singh, Lok Dal president, talks of the blackest day for
India and calls for mass actions. On hearing the election results,
he said in a statement, today was “the blackest day -for India’s
Infant democracy, for the electoryl process has returned results
which official minions manipulate at the point of gun or through
violation of the law”. He, therefore, felt that Parliament had
become irrelevant and would become increasingly so. “Where do
we go from here?” he asked, and added, “the shadows of the
leaders of our recent struggle for national emancipation are
tooking for an answer”. Thus speaks one leader of a bourgeois-
landlord party.

It 18 quite clear that a number of bourgeois leaders are in no
hurry to accept the electoral verdic( and keep quiet. Appeal to the
masses 15 inevitable sooner or later. In the background of the
intensified cconomic crisis, the rival bourgeois parties will not
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C Rocidne the mass
-asily accept their deprivation from all power. Besides, the };ﬂam
:;;00111[3111; over the price-situation is too good an opportuni yl

L > people.
;e lost in the struggle to recover the lost ground among the peop

§ uling Party
rh\i; havg already seen that the success in the ASS.&;;:)]?}
clections strengthens the authoritarian ‘rorce.shan? ngi?n. tD.
dangerous situation for Indian democracy. Wlt ?U{O Cbgnqidi o
underestimate the danger, we mu;:t take other facts in g
' hich act as a counter-force., -
“O?natllf: ’;:'st place the authoritarian Indira fo?ces 'hgve Eﬁ:;lig
rebuff in not less than thrert:: States—Tamil Nadu, lll.starmS !
Punjab, the rout in the first being completc. In 'a]mosrta e a,nd
has secured iis victory on a redt}cid perﬁegtiife:) T{;{; qpite y
* ercentage of its share ol the polle S. spate
:Eﬂ?;:i ?n Uu.pb a:d Bihar, the gangster attacks agam_st Eppo;flit; ?j
candidates and their supporters, the open use Df_t C 0 fren
machinery for the ruling party reveal the weak_ness? of .lts'l'ltm[:n "
mandate. These developments ﬁare‘casl growing mls@ 1 1fgliation
coming days with the masses rapidly changing t1_e1rb a nld o
from one party to another. The Congress (1) support‘l.s Iou.s mtga
down very rapidly. Simultaneoqsly, .thff Congress 5) ‘l'eq r e
united party—it is already showﬁmg flSSlpal‘Uu.S teE encl 0 .Se e
manipulation in distribution of tmketg done wm_l ‘t 3 lzl:l;pundcr_
strengthening the youth gang of Sanjay Gandhi fm e uncer
mining of the strength of the old guard who had dE 11] ,rlljdidmeq
following of their own, led to a lz}rge number of re L ca [ th{;
all over the country, which did affect_ to somc extf:n e
Congress (I} success. Besides, th:e desire to l.mdermlfeoun
strength of the old guard necessa:rlly mca_nt relying on_ y " E
men’’ from other castes—castes di I’fer.em ‘rr‘om the one 1_0 wf C
the old leaders belonged. This depriw:fz.ltlon of a wholc.sect;lonr rc;rl‘r;
lcading positions and powel is gssmlmg Congt:essd(li) umt.y‘mW e
midst of its victory. The wranglings over evol‘vmg a c,flmsem:u;, i,
electing leaders of the various Assembly partics clear yfzvui e
inner-situation inside the ruling party. In Madhya Prades ,_nE
consensus could be evolved and the issue was referred to the Hig
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Command. In Maharashtra, the Maratha wing is up in revolt
against the choice of a Muslim and this may even lead to a split in
the parly. In Punjab, Darbara Singh was elected but only after f
mutual charges of betrayal in the clection by rival groups. A 1
‘consensus’ may be cvolved but how long it will last is a question.
The trick of making a Harijan a Chief Minister in Rajasthan or a
Muslim in Maharashtra will not stabilise the situation but wili 4
exacerbate it. The choice of Sanjay men as Chiel Ministers in 3

many States is bound to intensify the internal conflict.
The death of Sanjay Gandhi who had the backing of the “youth
wing” and who was used as the battering ram against the old

guard is bound to create new uncertainties and problems in the 1
Congress (I). It is a matter of speculation now how long the Chief §

Minister nominees of Sanjay Gandhi will be able to hold on to
their posts.
If the bourgeois opposition parties are in disarray, the ruling
party itself 1s suffering from internal instability and uncertainty.
This should inspire the confidence that the forces of dictator-
ship can be countered and put in straitjacket.

The Increased Challenge of Authoritarianism

The process of inner-conflict will take some time to assert
itself. In the meantime, the authoritarian party, egged on by its
storm-trooper wing, is making every effort to consolidate itself by
attacking the Left forces, especially our Party and the three Left-
oriented Governments. The West Bengal Congress (I) youth
recently demanded action against the West Bengal Ministry and
announced that Indira Gandhi had promised to deal with the Left
Front Ministry after settling the problem of Assam and Tripura.
The Congress (1) leaders from Tripura have been sending
telegrams for the installation of President’s rule in Tripura. after
the riots and burnings of June 7. Zail Singh’s second speech in the
Lok Sabha and Makwana’s speech in Jammu, both openly
thrcatened action against the Tripura Government.

Propaganda and political blackmail both are being used to

create the ground for action against the three Left-oriented
Ministries,
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However, if Tripura could escape dismissal after the mass
llings, and if Zail Singh made a conciliatory statcment ;ln
1\1]= Rajya Sabha, it was solely due tc{ t}_me fact' that' 1l:et:
l(;m.nfu*al Government realises that the secessionist and 1m_per1at;:
X | alienating the
' annot be met by a
hallenge in Tripura ¢ ’ né
EPI(M) whose mass base offers the biggest obstacle to the
-onspirators. | | | o
LOT!F&%B pressures hinder an immediate onslaught ag.ambt tze
[ eft-oriented Ministries and they have to be reckoned w:;ﬂl*: bg :hz
Congress (I) Government notwithstanding the demands ©
ONEress _
Sanjay gang for action. | | o
'Fjogt%m rest. the charges against the West Bengal Mmmt;yl‘ﬁ
corruption, murders of Congress (I) men aﬂd breakdov;n (;:' tare
'1ﬁd order continue unabated to create fertile ground for futu

a4ction.

The North-East Crisis
rhThe: crisis in Assam and the North—Eﬁa:stern'borf:ler ita:fe;
atroduces a new element in the Indian political snuz.ltn::fn.t rjene
before did the imperialist forces act s0 brazenfa'cec_lly to inte ven
in our country to encourage and s.uppc-‘rt secessiontst moveimn OI;
Their agents, the Christian missionaries, have ’cumnbmarl:ydmfhr15
these anti-national activities openb{ and the U.S. Am a]:s.abi netq{
been paying visits to these sen§1tl've areas, This is t et ﬂng(;fﬂ;e
challenge delivered by the imperialists to the Gcﬂvf:’.rnl‘icmer‘:U and the
people of India. And the Congress (1) Government Kno t Of;. -
cannot be met without popular supptl)rt z’;ll-;i ;l':j; silsilz?;ﬁon e
itical parties. In Assam 1n particular, : _
zzzziwef to the secessionists, and the lGovernment ]-fno};f‘s thz:tf?;
;novement is financed by the imperialists. And the Slgl‘lll{llCill'l ﬁ}m
is that it is only the Left parties headt?d by us tha‘t ure;a anfl o
stand against the secessionists Whllt? almost d“- tl et ;erg ﬂrLe
parties are supporting them. _There 1S NO d-:Jnub{1 c; ]1?1{3 ere e
enough adventurers in the rulmg' party whc_: wow‘u Il Wi,;h e
accounts with the CPI(M) immediately, but 5uc'h a {;Dllld S’?‘f’ i the
imperialist challenge in the North-East, may be dilhic

embark upon.
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India e elatives of
4 : aQ ainst the re :
1 . , famation cases against th
Nonetheless, we must be Prepared for the worst, ready to face S Magistrates d?rzntlﬁi:g :E compunction in dismissing them. The
any challenge, as the dictatorial party 1is already revealing its antj- § ' Sanjay Gd?' ln has no remedy against the ruling caucus. -
democratic ways in different directions. | {}I_L};Ealglf;f;e Court has declared part of the 42nd Amendm
. e
Drive Against Democracy b

. iving prior Directive Principles over
o the Constitufl'.{lfii [L;ngzi?gn?lﬁo;ﬁz chit:fle of the Constitution. E::
Fuqdamentﬂl i ]ia\;ﬁ h;Iinister threatens to restore the proslsl t.
Indirg Gandhlﬂc urt gave its verdict against the: Amen rge:ié
The S}preﬂ;]e ~EE:'arliameﬂt cannot interfere with tfl.e 1 Etihani
dec!atrl?egq ;f atthe Constitution. But the n;l_ing Par{)yt cil:::(:;u%d
SLruciutes : a dictatorship can be
right tor P?Iillmn"}ig alk gtl‘?:th;n;ing the Constitution was n;t;fj
e }];, t now with the victory in the Assembly elec o ,
ol these day® :1 the open. No less a person than _Chennatll{e p ;’,
o Outh I::hief Minister of the Congress (1), the ot fer the);
Andhra Pmdesf 2 new Constitution—not certainly to‘-dur e
openty cz}lleq gr on, one is likely to hear about the Prest ez :
democratise 1. Oen; or the virtues of the Frenf:h Constlﬁunl?hé
form G.f gover?mreventiva detention virtually reJ?Cted duf”{lmw o
;fhﬁ Fr]r:‘:cglipnl‘leeohag been again brought into '::-pvf:1'1-1.*(1-:}12i aﬂdoglyanow
anatd s has been passed. |
delai.n hoarfieg‘i a?:“? }.zzl:;:i;k::zi:tﬂe law all-per_vuding. Tt 1s n\z
rqu(;restt?hﬁ t}?is was the first important legislation of the ne
acciden

In the background of the €COoNomIc crisis a
the economy, the need for strengtheni
for taking quick measures

tllusions wear Ott, 1s obvious.
the fact that

before the mass enthusiasm and 9§

It is further rendered necessary by 4
the new rulers for the most part are handpicke

o influence with the people. They cannot
administration by observin

will be in power with g fe
the storm-troopers

d men
run the 94
g democratic norms. The caucus that

w old leaders as showboys constitutes
of the authoritarjan party. The
Communist and pass off their hostility

opposition to Communism. And none can say

can become easy playthings of the CIA and
alt of them are anti-Soviet to the core. Signs are not wanting to
show that the authoritariap party means business. A series of
Mmeasures it has taken and statements its spokesmen have made
show that they are unrepentant about the Emergency and its

misdeeds, and offer no assurance that the Emergency period is a
thing of the past,

Indira Gandhi,

y are anti-
to democracy as
how many of them
U.S. imperialism as

m an interview with a foreign

- . ' by the
Journal, has vaeml?eﬂ; r reminders of the Emergency are g.“ie:] anbél o
virtually restated that the Emergency was for the good of the A.nd urthe lgated by the Government of Gujara (D)
people and the people’s verdict against her in 1977 was wrong, Orc.ima'}ce p;?;?ll;hgt forward by the Karn‘atakf:t iﬂﬂiﬁjﬁled
and that they have rectified their ristake by voting herto powerin 3 mg“’:latlm}rhese all relate to banning of all strtke:s. n t anmer:t of
January 1980, _ Ministry. _ cribe ten years’ impriso
. . _ _ : . ' vices and presc . - important
Secondly, the entire outfit of the Emergency days is already in cssential Ser strike. Under the essential services gll lm}) e
the field, The notorious officers are back In power ready to = worl::erﬂ gOMns ?n e nuﬁber of undertakings including 'cr::nlﬂ[;%l:’ﬂ‘“3
pounce on the people at a nod of their master. Cases against them, _;_ servu.:ﬁ::ti élmgn?i E:;ge Government is empowered to] exten
including criminal cases against Bansj Lal, Sanjay Gandhi and _ are liste Ay new industry it considers as essential
others, have been withdrawn—cases which relate to hetnous ] measure to any
crimes against opponents, or to detfalcations, cheating the State 1 The Economic Situation L drive for
and citizens, and making false declarations to the Government ] € llundur Congress Resolution stated that the e e
to get licences. All the scandals relating to the Maruti affaiy : The‘Ju_ utl has its basis and draws sustenance
and the Kissa Kursj Ka case have now been laid to rest by a fiat of . 3 authoritarianism has

' isis of my.
1518 of our econo
. 1¢ SI 100 the chronic cris
- 0 ¢ situation and
the new Government. Things have reached such a pass that ' cconomi
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The return of the Congress (1) to power coincides with
breakdown of the economic order under the impact
forces: (1) the inner-crisis of
advanced countries. and (3
countries are demanding from us. These three factors h
made the economy uncontrollable

to make petty manoeuvres against one force or the other.

As the January 1980 Statement of the
“But, despite its parltamentary strength
Lok Sabha, it cannot offer any stabil
€conomtc situation is already out of con
unable to control the prices and the Com
already announced that they are not under co
Detention Act has
the masses twice cheated on the question

economic stability are getting disillu
the move.”

The inflation rate has already reached 20
there is no sign of jts abatement but
soon exceed the pre-Emergency rate
point to a heavy deficit in the ba
necessity of a foreign loan to balc the cconomy out of the
precarious situation. The Government is already forced to woo the
multinationals. The Vice-President of India and the Commerce
Minister recently urged a fresh look at the question of facilities for
multinationals, saying ‘ideological’ considerations should not be
allowed to deny India the benefits from operations of

corporations. With exports slacking and lmports
rendered compuisory because of economic break
cconomy will be under constant
imperialists for concessions.

The economic depende

per cent and not only
every indication that it will
of 23 10 27 per cent. All facts
lance of payments and the

these
high-priced and
down, the Indian
pressure from the western

nce of India on foreign imports hag
increased with India’s failure to meet the needs of th

Today, India is importing edible oil, stee]
sugar also, spending thousands of c

avoidable items. The high prices
picture.

€ country,
, €oaking coal and now
rores of rupees on some of the

of oil complete the dismal

a Virtugps
of threa}
the economy, (2) the recession in the §
) the high oil prices which the il §
AVE NOw 4
and the Government i force

Central Committee said, §
, 1ts big majority in the 3
ity to the people. The
trol. The Government i §
merce Minister hag
ntrol. The Preventive
proved useless against the hoarders. And

of high prices and
sioned and are already on

"1

d f.
2

iR

'II -|.'

3

|
A
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pecline in National Income

ar 1979-80 showed a decline in real I}E‘tio.nal- lgsftﬁzeﬂ
The year icultural production and stagnation m% m‘r e
with ﬁﬂ.l " F;;%]nc ross national product dropped b_y ilrpgl any;
Ui"f’ducnon' ¥ ugin inflationary process, tt_len-:: 1S 'drﬁtzation
Wwith the contin rgrhewﬂfld Bank commenting on this b“d o
chance of reco‘f‘efbl: . a “compelling need” for mcreasli -
says that Indl'd hzbcoming years to reduce the b}ldge'lﬂry ud {0
di__qbursemﬂﬂtﬁ " ublic sector investment reqU1remf3nt§ 5111‘;' e
of the excesm\;ﬂr; m resources constraint. It advqff‘.ﬂ? n Eon-
mrerCfC;mi:ithCD -msod among other thing;, .Zt:_on,on;;b:zgsfdieq .
lax etforts, eic., < . ‘gpecially subsidies . 1T Suf “
dgvslopfﬂ:n;i iﬁ?ﬁgi:zzeitﬁi??ne};n an 211;1;::’?::1{1 011'; i‘ﬁ]p;ie}?é
foodgrains ¢ and an inflationary spiral. .
Congu'n?pﬁ%111%??%5?&)253231mengmner ar later chooses
:Ejfg;:}[:gu-: the name of dem? ntfl mginoaf:rr;:“nnetﬁt of India already
;l"he Economic Survey ot the efore, the control of'infla'.
makes the meﬂa‘:”f% S:;;i?;:n;u;lhzore than the reg“mtm:a?;
tion 1n 1930'_8i 1W1hich show spectacular mncreases. 58%{65 n
individual pl‘lCei‘l Wnt wLiH have to be P“"Sued achve 2Ewit)’
dt-‘m'd_ﬂd manag;ﬂition of policies which increase pfoquzo es
ildd.itlon, a com lt;mE restraining the gorwth of _mm;-‘e)’ in o
whll? at the Sz.imi, of productivity growth will dv,e] s of
within dthe Emﬁ;ney incomes here means wages and salarie:
ursued . ... .
Em}?myees. and ?Oagrggi:mment, forced to seek.new resoflr:zﬂé
The I“dlrz.l Gdn« dla purden of nearly 2000 crores of rupt;wt%
has already lmpm:ejgin the price of oil, petroleum .mei tha.::
e 'FeopleT:iB; igdl:bur%d to push transport COStS up adding
fertilisers.

inflationary price-Tise.

The Central Budget ing the Central Budget,
. e Minister’s specch presenting lomine over the
The'FmaﬂG rdown of the economy, dexfe Op! Bl’b' o s
underlines the br:ea[hough the Minister, to provide an a 1‘ 1Janat;i
ot Lhreﬁt decaii??l;es it to the mismanagement of the
own party,

Government.
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“The performance of power, coal
of the most serious deficiencies o
Inadeaquate supply of coal and
tenance, equipment damage result
unplanned outages, and poOr man
the decline in the percentage of th
low as 45 per cent.” For once labour-troubies are not mentioned. %
And the plain unvarnished truth stands out th '
other evils have brought
cent of capacity inflicting terrible suffering o
obvious that this breakdown has developed ov
poor management.
Naturally this led to Increased

more than 9 per cent in the year.
live

and railway sectors was
n the economic scene

+

"‘..

Ing in increased planned a

ermal capacity utilisation to a3

register of the employment exch

at the end of Tanuary 1979 to 14 44
9.8 per cent.

The stagnation in the cconomy can be realised from the fact
that between 1971 and 1979, employment in the private sector
increased by only S lakhs and that in the public
No wonder the number of registered unem
crore and forty lakhs.

The Finance Minister further underlin
payments position: “Export growth in v
8 per cent or so which means
terms of volume as world inflatj

cent in 1979-80.” The 1mport bil

Increase in oil prices and other i

ed the adverse balance of
alue terms has only been
there was hardly any growth in

[ has increased because of a steep

mports like fertilisers, leading to 2
trade gap of Rs. 2232 crores, the highest on record. The result is

that the “garibi hatao” Government of famished India has decided
(o export one million tonnes of rice. Besides, the country 1s forced
o export protein food—fish worth Rs. 200 crores. Suc
consequences of the growing breakdown of the econom

Export rice, export fish and to be in the world market, export
sugar when at home the people are forced to buy it at Rs., 8 per kg.

and for the benefit of the capitalist path, import steel, coal, edible
o1ls and what not.

h are the
y.

ond

its poor quality, poor main;-':

ng e
agement were responsible fop 3l

at corruption and_'-
down the production of energy to 45
n the people. It is'fj 1
er three decades of #

unemployement which grew by & :.
The number of jobseekers on the M _.f
ange rose from 13.15 mijllion -
million a year later, i.e.. by

on has proceeded at about 10 per " "
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E,.r ‘ y . . . y ‘ ' the J;.lllata
i.. 1 =

Government.

it Financing ; 5
DEﬁm;Fi:ilrst place, what are Mr. Venkataraman’s PLUPO;‘Z;” g}
{2 L;ck inflation and offer relief to thg pf;ﬂpli .; t:;;at g
" ing down prices of essential 800‘5.15?“ 1S 00OVIO B'l't unless
brmglt ggo on and the Government will have no stability |
canno
. ion 1s tackled. the
" r?ueSFtilr?ance Minister has absolutely no rﬁmSSY-_D?; e
Tt zr by leaving an uncovered deﬁmt of Rs. 1-”;:1 1c?ng Ofv e
Corcll retyc;nly ensures the progress of mf!atmn anfjk e;f e huge
blelogle This budgetary deficit comes 1n the de Z e
El fil?:ité of the preceding years. The bUngt{%ryres in 1977-78;
. al and State Governments was Rs. 1016 cro -ording to the
Cemr;S; rores in 1978-79 and Rs. 1698 crores (‘acwrhlﬂ% el
Rsal : e;imates) for 1979-80. The actual deficit ot;hte ; o
hu gernmcnt last year was Rs. ZSOQ Crores. I—_Io;-h: or Talf the
g-ove e Minister say, “Thas deficit 1s Only A ht? L © f this order
Pﬂ;_a?:if last year. It is my judgement that a dehui ;}non;y”?
filicnot have a significantly advert-l;e liin ﬁiCtrizgeegbered COmes
- . urthe *
is vered deficit, 1t must be ailway freight
inrfg: Ejli of the increase in passenhg_if ?nii;d;iz__ungof
in
.. road transport charges due to hike , ine
Chfla'rgllleéol;lfu;rjltopraise the prices of several goods accelerating
whic
. lonary movement. o . . 1400
the]?:nf'l(?:s n;ihg total uncovered deticit 1s reduggﬁé tOD}:;S from
¢s1des, f Rs. Cr
-ause an almost equal sum © ianal Monet
xtern ?T;::: ;nans 540 crores from the Inlernat‘mndgﬁszlig
external 10 L der capital receipts. S€,
are included in the budget unde e diture
F};Ed dtl:elgzi”?cit would have doubled or the planning expendi
either

would have had to be drastically cut down.

Reduction in Planning Expenditure venditure under nationdl
‘ ing economy € ‘ _
er our stagnaung xpet e
1 U?i?ng occupies an important place 1o st mulating
plan
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What has the Finance Minister to offer? Once again, unsustain- §
able claims which are applauded by an ignorant crowd innocent of 1
elementary economic truths. The Finance Minister says, “T am 1

glad to announce that in the light of this review, the annual plan |
outlay for 1980-81 of the Centre is being raised to Rs. 7340“:;
crores, an increase of Rs. 767 crores over the outlay in the interim
budget; compared with last year’s original outlay it is higher by 4
14.5 per cent.” The Finance Minister did not tell the people that’f.'i
compared with last year’s original outlay, prices have risen more.

- than 20 per cent, and an increased plan expenditure of 14.5 per §
cent actually means reduction in plan expenditure in real terms,
Considering that prices will continue to rise during the annual
plan period, the real size of the plan, will be reduced very much 4
and 1t will not help stimulate the economy or relax the rigours of 1
the unemployed. Here we once again come against the dilemma— L
inflation or stagnation. The fear in official circles is that increased
plan efforts add to inflation; hence the constant refrain about non- §

- utilisation of existing capacities. It is also not realised or admitted :{
that the failure to utilise existig capacities is not an adventitious
development but an integral part of the crisis.

Taxation Relief

Press and Government supporters have joined in a chorus of
approval of the budget proposals for tax-relief. While every small
reliet for the oppressed tax-payer is welcome, and such relief is a 1
rare commodity, to exaggerate these reliefs and to boost them as a
great boon for the common man is the tactic of the ruling party §
and 1ts capitalist supporters. A

In the first place these reliefs are to be assessed in the 3
background of the imposition of huge burdens of more than 3

Rs. 2100 crores through increase in oil prices, railway freight 4

(Rs. 200 crores) and fertiliscr prices (Rs. 300 crores). The
Finance Minister, therefore, cannot claim that his budget 1s anti-
inflationary just because he has not gone in for heavy budgetary
~taxation proposals. |
And in the final analysis, in actual money terms, how much do
these reliefs amount to? Only Rs. 34.75 crores in excise duty and
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nothing more. Compare this ?vith the Rs. 6000 crores of revenue
rom excise duties presented in the budget for 1980-81. )

Mr. Venkataraman has, however, made many pmp‘;::.slailt;
pleasing 1o the capitalists. He has rendered F_he co'nv_ertl{_ :q tz
provision harmless which will encourage the.prwateh C‘apltfi‘l 115 L'na
horrow freely from the State institutions without fear 0 ;351 hz
control over their concerns. Sf;::cc_mdly, he hflS mcz:eaf;; he
permissible allowance for depreciation fo.r new mdust.neits.‘ e b.,.ig
proposed no measures (0 Mop up the proﬁf it of,the capita -l?l;;r iz
sums they have accumulated due to the inflationary spirai.

‘there any provision to control or mop up the operations of the

parallel economy of speculat-:l)rs and b?ackma‘i‘rketee‘r:s. vl of
Another pleasing concession to Big Business 15 1 noval of
restrictions on the deductible amqunt of t?xpendltur(f: 01;] a v:er ! i
ment, publicity and sales promotion. Th1s‘1s done in ¢ ehn?muBi
helping small and medium houses. It is meant to f_ﬁ: p Big
Business financiers who can now use their money for financing
1£1 arties. |
polll"ﬂzallé‘ili‘mnce Minister has made the biggesF CONCession FD thi
rural vested interests by proposing to discontinue the levyn;g 0
wealth tax on agricultural property except on th_c owners 0 tsfl,
etc. The reasoning is curious and amounts to saying SInce theﬂilg
landlords refuse to pay, the wealth tax should l?e abolished. The
Finance Minister says, “At the time when agncult.ural pizp':rt}'r
was brought within the tax-net, 1t was hoped that 1t Efmf fﬁ ZHL:
botent instrument for mobilising resources from the dh ul !
sections of the agriculturists. But our expenience of over the ast
decade (no Janata here) has been most disappoimting. The amo;lm
realised as wealth-tax on agricultural property hﬁas heen less than
Rs. one crore per annum ... the valuation ... leading to con}}:)latntf
of harassment.” No doubt the smaller property holdm‘s WEre
harassed and should have been given exemption. But the Tgct th}-?t
only Rs. one crore per annum could be collected meant that :hz
big landlords refused to pay and that they had .bought over ¢
taxation machinery and that the Government did not Pmiecll;* i
them, And naturaily so. These are the rural vote-gathers mhl ia:;i
bourgeois-landlord alliance. And these are the people who
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amassed crores, profiting from Government spending in the rura]
areas under the national planning. The abolition of agricultura]
wealth-tax exposes the claim of the Finance Minister to stand for 4
the weakcer sections. -jf-

What does the budget then try to achieve? Half-heartedly it
attempts to stimulate the economy by making concessions in %
excise, and fearful of inflation, it neutralises those concessions in
the name of demand management. It ts realised that industries are
working below capacity because the purchaser has hardly any"'-
purchasing power. But it is feared that more purchasing power in

his hands will mean inflation. Balancing between the two, the ;_i

budget lands in promoting both inflation and stagnation. The net
result is going to be a further attack on people’s living standards."

Under these conditions further demand for foreign loans,
concessions to multinationals to promote “employment” are+§
surely likely. And if the World Bank demands 1ts price, attacks
food subsidies may also follow. The budget reveals a perilous eco-
nomic situation which the Finance Minister has tried to conceal §
by concentrating attention on petty concessions in excise duties. 3

The grim economic sttuation outlined above provides the basisﬁ‘_:'
for wide common action against policies leading to one-party 3
dictatorship. The massive economic discontent will constitute the§

main basis of the fight against authoritartan policies. Along with'-. _

this, the common basis is supplied by the impending attacks on 8
civil liberties, the mooted changes in the Constitution and the 3

growing collapse of the administration. The happenings In s
Gwalior a couple of months ago, when the entire police force ran _
amuck beating lawyers and threatening Judges, suggest that the .
bureaucratic machine carefully nurtured by the ruling party is

getting out of control.

The situation calls for coordinated activity of the Left parties in
Parfiament. The formation of a Coordination Committee of Left
parties in Parliament has been welcomed by all. At the same ime
it is necessary to have, on as many occasions as possible,
understanding among the opposition parties to defend democratic
rights and liberties, people’s livelihood and above all the security
and continuation of the Left-oriented Governments. The question
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of Left-oriented Governments must be made a common jssue of
11| parties and authoritarianism must be given a big rebuff on this
queslmn_

The defence of the Left-ortentcd Governments is to be carrted
on among the people by popularising their achicvements, the
alternative policies they have sponsored to protect democracy and
(he citizen’s livelihood. It 1s of utmost importance that the Party,
along with the Left forces, takes immediate steps to remove all the
misunderstandings regarding Tripura developments and reinforce
the confidence of the people in the Left Front Ministry.

The main battleground in the coming days will be the mass
struggle against worsening cconomic conditions. Here the widest
possible struggles are possible with the drawing in of the
opposition bourgeois parties. But the mam reliance has to be
placed on the mass agilations of the Left and democratic parties
for the further intensification of the struggle.

The common battle in the Assemblies which is bound to have
response among the discontented masses is only a part of the big
struggle against authoritartanism which is to be waged primarily
among the masses on issues vitally affecting their Irvelihood. This
will lay the foundation for their intervention on issucs directly
affecting democracy and popular rights. The working class must
be warned of the looming attacks, and immediate steps should be
tuken (o forge the widest possible trade union unity. The kisan
movement should be developed by bringing together several
Orgamsations for common action. Some leaders of some
}?.Ullrgﬁ()iﬁ partics seem willing to help in this process. The key in
tighting the authoritarian forces is of coursc a widely spread
bPeasant movement. It 1s possible, besides, to bring together on the
strength of the Left parties the mass organisations of students,
women, youth and initiate new resistance.

The post-election situation transfers the main battle to the arcna
fflf the mass movement. Here also Left unity must play a leading
lt}?i;ﬂﬁ‘?d}hc Party must persistently pursuc the li.ne of unitingj all
UlherL I, f‘(.:{r_ccs so that together they mol?lhse wider fDI‘Ci&‘,SIh'OIT.‘J

Jaﬂiunfjciltlcs andi sources. Tl:]f; battle in the Assemblics and
ent then will be an auxiliary of the mass battle.
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Against Imperialist Conspiracies and Disintegration

The fight against authoritarianism cannot be carried on in }
isolation from the struggle against imperialist conspiracies §
against the country. Such neglect places the imtiative n the
hands of the ruling party and enables it to come forward as the_?
champion of national intercsts. It is then able to present its
authoritarian measures as intended to strengthen the nation §
against foreign pressures. Certain bourgeols opposition parties §
keep silent about the imperialist danger while fighting the§
authorilarian party or takc reactionary positions on issues 0
forcign policy (Afghanistan). This helps thc Congress (I) to,
emerge as the champion of national interests. The struggle againsg
authoritarianism cannot be carried on by neglecting the figh
against the disintegrationist tendencies in evidence now in thé
North-Eastern region. The secesstonist movements, em:ourag_
by imperialism, have to be properly placed and the people fully
warned against the danger to national unity. This can be done
exposing (1) the unequal development of the State constituentg
under the capitalist path, (2) the centralisation of power at the
Centre and distortion of Centre-State relations under the Congres
regime, and {3) appreciation of the growing demands of backwa
units for equality and economic advance while firmly fighting
against their diversion into secessionist channels. In the absency
of this all-sided exposure of the policies of the ruling party and ¢
the separatist movement, the former will be abic to lei
credibility to its anti-democratic concept of a strong Centre ang
present it as an effective weapon of fighting the country’§§
disintegration.

On Present Political Situation

Statement Dated July 1, 1980 Issued by the
Central Comtuittee of CPI(M) Following Its
Meeting Held in New Delhi on June 26-29, 1980

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) met in New Delhi from June 26 to 29, 1980. At the
outset the C.C. mourned the death of Comrade A. V. Kunhambu,
an outstandimng leader of the Party in Kerala, and paid homage (o
the martyrs killed by Congress(l) hoodlums in West Bengal, by
RSS elcments 1n collusion with the Congress(I) in Kerala, and by
Naxalite clements inspired by the Congress(l) n  Andhra
Precadesh.

The Central Committee denounced the aggression on Angola
by the white racist regime of South Africa. The C.C. extended its
lull sohidarity and support to the Angola and the SWAPO in their
strugele against the South African racists.

The Central Committee welcomed the initiative that is being
taken by the Karmal Government of Afghanistan, specially its
Proposals of May 14 last, (or a political solution of the problem
that has arisen in the region. Even while the U.S. imperialists are
doing everything to intensify hostile activitics against
Afghanistan, the Soviet Union has made a partial withdrawal of its
roops and armour from there. The C.C. appreciated this positive
*1eD to facilitate a political solution and hoped that the countries
‘f"f‘the region would engage themselves in serious and sincere
thorts to find such a solution and frustrate imperialist designs in
SOUth-Wes( Asia.

f. he Central Committee considered the recent development in
I:;g}‘ifdﬁlmd 1'Ftlati011sf—Chi11§se Vice-Premier Deng Xiuoping's
and thheh (15}1' IMproving n?latm].m‘ and sa_‘t'_thng the border problem

Cleom overnment of India's positive response to them.

ng these developments, the C.C. hoped that they would

I
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soon lead to the normalisation of rclations between the two
countries.

The Central Committee devoted the whole of its first day's
session to discuss the situation in Assam and Tripura on the basis
of reports submitted by Comrat Achintya Bhattacharya,
Secretary of the Assam State Committee of the Party, and
Comrade P. Ramamurti who had visited Tripura recently to study
the tragic developments there.

The C.C. came to the conclusion that thc Assam agitation has
become 4 movement for secession, for tearing the country apart, a
violent movement directed against the linguistic and religious
minorities and their Indian citizenship rights. The RSS which

swears by the unity of India and a unitary State is lending support

to this movement to dismember the country, The imperialists,
especially the U.S. imperialists, who have long been conspiring
against our country, are giving all encouragement and material

help to this secessionist movement, The undue interest shown in 3

this region by the frequent visits of U.S. diplomats, the anti-
national activities of certain Christian missionaries have all fully
exposed the U.S. imperialist designs.

The struggle (o protect the minorities, their Indtan citizenship 3
rights, the struggle to defeat the secessionists and preserve India's

umty and integrity has to be waged on a countrywide basis.

The C.C. extended its greetings to the Left parties and
personalities like Hiren Gohain, who, at enormous risk to-their 3§
limbs and lives, are opposing the secessionists and championing -'§

the causc of the country's integrity.

The Central Committee expressed its serious concern at the
developments in - Tripura. Because of the strength of the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) with its base in both the tribal
and non-tribal people, and the existence of the Left Front
Government with its pro-people policics for over (wo years,
Tripura had been free of the type of troublc that has been plaguing
the rest of the North-Eastern region. The extremists among the
tribals in the Tripura Upajati Juba Samity with their trained and
armed National Volunteer Force, panicky at their diminishing
influcnce, resorted to a carmnage (o shatter the peace of the State
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and create disaffection against the Left Front Government.
nspired by the Assam agitation, they are also ratsing the demand
for expulsion of all those who have entered the State since 1949.
On the other side, the chauvinist Amra Bangalee-Anand Marg
have been inciting the passions of the Bengalee population
slandering the Left Front Government as one which protects only
the interests ot the tribals. There are enough facts to show that in
Tripura, too, foreign impenalist agencies are very much active in
creating instability,

The C.C. noted with satisfaction that the Left Front
Government, with the assistance of the Centre, is doing everything
to restore normaley quickly and allay the fears of both the tribal
and non-tribal population, It is an extremely difficult task that the
Tripura Government is [acing. OQver two lakh people who have
been uprooted, whose homes and property have been destroyed,
have to be given relief and rehabilitated. The C.C. called on the
people all over the country (o rush relief in money and material to
Tripura.

The C.C. noted with concern that some elements in Tripura,
claiming to belong to the Congress(l) in the State, have ignored
the serious situation in the State, the U.S. imperialist conspiracies
in the region, and demanded the dismissal of the Left Front
Government which is a consistent defender of the country's unity
and integrity. The C.C. welcomed the stand of the Centre that the
situation has to be tackled in co-operation between the Centre and
tl_u-.t State. Government and appealed to all not to cxploit the
situation for narrow partisan ends.
| In view of the seriousness of the situation in Assam and Tripura,
' view of the imperative need to rouse the country (o the task of
Fiefen£iing its ntegrity and foiling imperialist conspiracies against
', the C.C. called on all units of the Party to place the issues
Mvolved in Tripura, Assam and the North-Eastern region before
the people.

The Central Committee reviewed the results of the elections to
the nine States Assemblies which were ordered arbitrarily by the
C_&mral Government after the Congress(I)'s Lok Sabha election
ViCtory. The Congress(I) has won in eight of the nine States.
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But the C.C. noted that the Congress(I) victory is based on the
support of a small percentage of the electorate. Only around half
of the electorate exercised their franchise, the lowest in the history
of our parltamentary democracy. This was a mark of protest
against the non-implementation of the electoral pledges made by
the Congress{l) during the Lok Sabha clection campaign. Prices
had been rising and essential commodities continued to be scarce,
no pohicies were discernible to put the economy back in order, Vast
scctions of people kept away from the polling booths. Even of this
low polling, in most of the States where it won two-thirds and
three-fourths of the Assembly seats, the Congress(1) did so on the
basis of a minority of the polled vote. Except in one, the
Congress(I) victory is based on the support of only 16 to 23 per
cent ot the total electoratc. The disillusionment was already
growing after the Lok Sabha poll and people were moving away
from the Congress(I). Compared to the Lok Sabha vote, the
Congress(l) vote had fallen in most of the States in the Assembly
election. |

Tamil Nadu has stood as a solid exception. Here the AIADMK,
Left parties like the CPI(M) and CPI, and other parties including
the Congress(U) formed an alliance sufficiently in time , the
people saw this as a viable alternative to the Congress(I) whose
policies were heaping miseries on them, and they inflicted a
crushing defeat on the Congress(I)-DMK alliance.

The C.C. noted that in Punjab, too, where the Akali Party
adjusted seates with the CPI(M) and CPI, the Congress(I) could
have been defeated instead of wining with a slender majority of
five scates, 1f the CPI had not dragged its feet and delayed the
concluding of the seat adjustments and infighting had not erupted
in the Akali Party.

The C.C. noted with concern the violence that marked these
Assembly elections in U.P. and Bihar. Especially in Bihar, the
polling was held in an atmosphere reeking with gun powder, with
booth capturing and ballot rigging on an extensive scale. The
ruling Congress(l) fully utilised the administration for both its
violence and the election rigging. Despite this and despite the

opposition being splintered in this State, too, the Congress(I)
could secure only a small majority.
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The C.C. held that a large part of the responsibility tor the
Congress(I) victory should be borne by the bourgcois —-landlor_d
opposition parties. Parties like the Janata and Janata(S) had split
rurther, and not learning any lessons from the Lok Sabha
clections, they fought each other more than they fought t}Te
Congress(I). The Bharatiya Janata Party, the RSS—Jana S_angh in
camouflage, helped the Congress(I) to wmn where 1fs own
candidates did not have any chance. Not only was the Opposﬂy:m
splintered, thesc bourgeois-landlord parties had no alternative
pro-people policies to enthuse the people and rouse them to defeat
the Congress(I). On the contrary, their stand on veryllmpc}rtant
issues played into the hands of the Congress(I). The umited Janata
Party, because of its domination by thec RS8S-Jana Sangh, .had
thrown the Muslim minority and the Harijans and weaker sections
into the camp of the Congress(I). During the election campaign,
all these parties came out in support of the chauvinists and
secessionists Jeading the Assam agitation to the detriment t.")f cause
of the country's unity and integrity and further antagonised the
mInoritics. N |

The opposition parties were thus in no position to win over the
people who were moving away from the Congress(l) 1n
disitlusionment. They could not refrain cven the support they had
sceured during the Lok Sabha elections because of their rcfusal to
come together to give a fight to the Congress(I) the votes ot ulrjnost
all these parties have come down in the Assembly elections
compared to the Lok Sabha election. They have let down the
people who are getting disillusioned with the Congress(l) and
whose discontent is growing. N

The contrast as seen in Tamil Nadu, and also in the significant
by-election from Nilambur in Kerala where the m!ing front
candidate not only trounced the Congress(I) candidate, bgt
increased the margin three times from 6,000 and odd to lS,OOQ, s
that a viable alternative was placed before the people. Today it 1s
not enough for these opposition parties to forge alliunﬁccs between
themselves, they have to reach understandings w1th. lh{-;:. Left
parties like the CPI(M) and CPI to project a progressive image
before the people—the appeal of caste is getting more and more
limited.
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The C.C. appcals to the Opposition parties to give serious heed
to the lesson of the elections, particularly because in the coming
period, our people have to be defended from furious onslaughts by
the ruling party. The economic crisis is getting decper with all its
cohcomitant consequences and the ruling party will seek a
solution in authoritarian measures. Further, (he very narrow base
of the victory of the ruling party will lead it to resort to
authoritanan methods.

The budget that has been presented is a deceptive one. The trick
was played on the people was in imposing the increase in raillway
fares and freight charges, and the prices of petroleum products,
fertilizers, ctc, a.week before the budget. All this will have a
cascading effect on prices. On top of it, there is an uncovered
deficit of over Rs. 1,400 crorcs The budget reveals that
Government is relying on more borrowings from the World Bank,
IMF, and for the first time since Independence, perhaps on
commercial borrowings from private foreign banks for financing
the meagre investments in the public sector. These will mevitably
lead to the Government coming under incrcased pressure from
these institutions and the imperialists who dictate that the
Government should curtail consumption by the common pcople,
concentrale on cxports, open the door to the multinationals and
cncourage the monopolists in the private sector. The rural masses
jwlth increased prices for inputs with no comparable compensation
in the prices they get for their produce, and rising prices of
consumer articles will be face to face with further ruination. The
C.C. noted that all this presages growing attacks on jobs and wage
standards, the pauperisation of the peasantry.
| But they presage also growing struggles of all sections of the

people on questions of rising prices, Increasing taxes, indebted-
ness of .the peasants, fair and remunerative prices for their
produce, fair wages and land to agricultural workers, jobs for the
unemployed, etc. Attacks on trade union and democratic rights are
inherent in the drive towards authoritarianism,

The resistance to this drive is the foremost task before the Left
a{ld democratic froces. While the narrow base of the Congress(I)
victory enhances the danger of the drive towards authoritarianism,
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it also gives wide scope for mobilising vast masses of the people
against the drive towards authornitarianism and to defeat the
quthoritarian forces.

While conducting these struggles of the pcople, the C.C.
constders it important Lo carty on campaigns for measures of some
immediate, though himuted, relief to the people. These measures
can include unemployment relief, pension to old agricultural
workers, pensions for widows, tax exemption or concessions for
the economically weaker strata, debt cancellation or relief from
the middle and small peasants and the landless, credit on easy
terms and so on. These are measures which are already being

sucessfully implemented by the Left Front Governments and the

peaple elsewhere have to fight and win them.

The unity of the Left parties, their initiative in heading the mass
struggle and winning the active support and participation of all
democrats 1n all parties 1s the guarantee for success in the grim
battle ahcad.

The united mobilisation and struggles of the trade unions, other
mass organisations 1s of utmost importance in mobilising the
entire toiling masses.

Despite their demoralising show 1n the elections, the
Opposition partics, in their own interests, would be drawn into the
campaign for championing the causc of thc people. Our Party
should be able to unite with them on every issue on which they
agree with our slogans.

These activities outside among the people have to be linked
with the activities in Parliament and State Legislature. The Left
parties must co-ordinate their activities in these bodies, and on
every 1ssue on which other Opposition parties are likely to join us,
the combined opposition must raise its voice against the
Government's attacks on democratic rights, on the power of the
Centre, against the attempts to subvert non-Congress(l)
Governments.

In this context, Central Committce noted with particular
Satisfaction that the Left unity which has been growing in the
tecent past has been comsolidated n the recent  Assembly
elections, despite some minor irritations here and there. This unity
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has to be further strengthened, as on it depends to a very great

extent the building of Left and democratic unity and the broadest ff | Concerted Attack on Democratic

resistance to the anti-democratic policies of the ruli 8

Congress(1). ne System

. Thetfentml Committee called on all Party units to immediately

streng S rC N

therré%,toe;rtel;e tlil’]artyham:l overcome whatevcr weaknesses that are % Gtatement Dated August 9, 1980 Issued by The
, gthen the mass organisations and gear up day-to-day 3% polit Bureau of CPI(M) in New Delhi

activities as well as political campaigns to take the people along
the pa{h of progress by rapidly changing the present alifrlr)‘lmént o%'
f:lass torces. The entire Party, mobilising the dC.mQC]-E;iC forces
and the -people, must throw itsclf into the struggle to defeat The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)

imperialis SDIrACi f . .
P L conspiracies and protect the country's integrity; to | strongly protests against the Central Government's move to

resist the dri ' . [ . . .
ive of the ruling Congress(I) towards authoritartzanism _ empower itself to declare certain areas as disturbed and usc
extraordinary powers to deal with the situation in such areas without

;ﬂd defend democracy and democratic rights; to defend the Left §
ir:lm:ng'::ef'nmfnts,‘ popularise th:;:ir uchievemcmg; and lead the reference to the State Govemments'. Some Congress(I)-ruled States

D g struggles of the people in defence of their livelihood. have already armed themselves with such powers.
The move is made on the ostensible ground of the recent

communal disturbances in several parts of the country which have
made the civil authorities in the arcas concerncd take the assistance
of the para-military and armed forces.

Experience of simmlar legislations so far, however, is that such
extraordinary powers have always been used to suppress the
legitimate movements of the common people for the redressal of
their grievances. It should also be noted that among the
"disturbances" sought to be suppressed are the legitimate
movements of the common people on questions like prices, as has
heen happening in Gujarat, Karnataka, ete.

The CPI(M) is behind none in recognising the necessity for firmly
fichting such sinister forces as are inciting the majority community
against the minority leading to the riots that have of late been
rocking several parts of the country. These forces, however, cannot
be fought except with the full and voluntary cooperation of the
democratic parties, organisations, groups and individuals. It 1s
against these democratic forces that the proposed legislation will
be used.

The Polit Burean considers it necessary to point out that the
Majority of States including those where riots of a widespread
character broke out recently are under the direct rule of the
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Congress(l). As for the non-Congress(I)-ruled States. thejr
Governments have made it abundantly clear that they would take
every practical measurc to fight the sinister forces which are
indulging in riots. The proposal of the Centre to deprive all

(Congress-I as well as other) State Governments of their power to

deal with the law and order situation is an attack on States' autonomy :

mn general.,

The P.B. hopes that every section within the democratic f?
movement would realise that if the Central Government is allowed |
to persist 1 this move, it will prove to be the beginning of a |

concerted attack on the democratic system. It, therefore, appeals

to all of them to join their voice against this move while doing :

their utmost to fight the sinister forces Inciting communal riots.

24

On Recent Political Developments

Statement Dated August 12, 1980
{ssued by The Polit Bureau of CPI(M) in New Delhi

The Polit Bureau of the CPIIM) at its two-day meeting held in
New- Delhi on August 9th and 10th 1980 took note of the serious
developments in the world.

The U.S. imperialists have taken a series of measures which
increase Inlernational tension and bring the danger of war closer
than ever before. Their refusal to ratily the SALT Agreement, the
reversal of the policy of detente, the stationing of new missiles in
Europe, etc., have led to the accentuation of tensions throughout
the world,

Closer to India's own fronticrs, they have made a series of moves
i the Indian Ocean and the Gulf region which would make West
Asia a cockpit of war. Egged on by them, the Zionist regime has
annexed Jerusalem—an act of such brazen aggression against the
Arab peoples that even the most notorious "allies” of imperialism
among the Arab rulers are unable to defend it. 'The military rulers
of Pakistan are also madc to use the soil of their country for
conspiratorial moves against the Democratic Republic of
Afghanistan.

In still another part of Asia, the reactionary rulers of Thailand
are being used to attack Viet Nam. All these have brought the danger
of imperialist intervention right up to the door-steps ot India. The
PB. called on all the anti-imperialists in the country to join hands
I the strugele against these imperialist manoeuvres.

The P.B. noted with regret that, instcad of secing these imperialist
Manoeuvres, the leaders of the Chincse People's republic are
allowing their hatred to the Saviet Union to facilitate the mmpenalist
Manoeuvres,

The PB. extended its greetings to the democratic forces of
Pukistan who are under constant attack and denounced the mifitary
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dictatorship for brutally suppressing every democratic right of the

Pakistani people.

The P.B. took note of the continuing crisis in the North-East 3
region which, as has been repeatedly pointed out by the CPI(M) ;'
and other Left and democratic forces should be seen 1n the'
background of the hectic activity of secessionist elements in the: j
State of Jammu & Kashmir and fissiparous forces in other parts of §
the country. The P.B. called upon all those who arc intcrested in -'
preserving and strengthening the unity and integrity of the country §

to beware of the danger constituted by these developments.

The PB. is happy to note the steps taken by the Government for i
bringing the agitationists in Assam to the table for a dialogue on 3
the 1ssue which agitate the people in that State. The CPI(M) has §
always been of the view that the problem posed in Assam and in
other States/Union Territories of the North-Eastern region can be
solved only through the pohitical means of negotiations and--'—:
settlement among the various sections of the people and between

them and the Government.

While thuys welcoming the move for talks between the §
agitationists and the Government in Assam, the PB. reiterated its-
view that the legitimate rights of the ethnic, linguistic and religious
minorities have to be protected. What is calied the 1ssue of §
foretgners should not be allowed to be used, as the agitationists
have been using, to attack Indian citizens who have settled A

themselves in Assam in exercise of their citizenship rights.
The PB. thanks all democratic parties, organisations, groups

and mdividuals who have responded to the appeal of the Tripura

Chiet Minister for help in rendering relicf to the affected people
in the State. The Left Front Government and people of Tripura are
facing an extremely difficult situation and deserve the continuing
sympathy and support of the people all over the country.

The PB. would in this connection remind all concerned that it
was the Left Front Government that, for the first time, took several
commendable steps to redress the legitimate grievances of the tribal
people, while at the same time safcguarding the interests of all
poor non-tribals. The unity of the tribals and non-tribals for which
the Left Front and its Government have been consistently fighting
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.« the only method which will. help the solution of tbc problem not
only in Tripura but in the entire Nnrth—Eustel n region. o
The P.B. however, notes that, instcad ‘Uf helping the Le_ t Ton
Government of Tripura in carrying out !ts programme of uniting
the tribals and non-tribals, some pohtical pill'tlES- in the Sta:(e,
including the State unit of thel Cungressl(l), are tlymg tq m? ?‘
political capital out of the situation und' a?gltut{? for the dlfli]'l‘lISSEl 0
tlhe eft Front Government and imposition of President's rule.. |
"The P.B. also notes with concern that .the Congress(I) lpll’llt. n
West Bengal is whipping up an agitation with the avowed objective
of having the duly-elected Government of the State lprP]ed. .ln
Kerala, too, the State unit of the Congress(l)l 15 collaborating with
the RSS in organising an agitation with a view to topple the Left
and democratic Government of the State. | |
The Congress(1) unit in Kerala, (he BJP and the Il]diﬂI].Un]'DH
Muslim League are whipping up an agitation falsglyflcgusmg the
State Government of denying the Muislim Minority's right to be
taught Arabic and Urdu in Kerala, while no such demand for lh.lb
right is made by the BJP and the Indian Union Mushm League n
thLé Congress(I) rule States where it is, 1n fact, ‘dcmed. The
Congress(D)-led Governments, it is well-known, cgnsmtently reject
the demand for the protection of minority rights in those _Stz_ltes.. It
15 thus clear that the agitation in Kerala1s notin de.fence_of minority
rights, but against the Left and democratic Government in the Statt?.

‘-The P.B. noted that the Congress(l) Government at the Ce‘ntl e
has made the President refuse his assent to the Land Reto_rm
(Amendment) Bill which was passed by the Legislutm.'e unFJ which
was intended to plug the loopholes in the CXISting legislation. The
PB. called upon all the radical political parties and the mass
organisations of the peasantry and other section f'Jf the v.\fork‘mg:lz
people to protest against this brazen interference in the rights o
the State, this attack on the landless and the poor.

The PB. strongly disapproves the lndustrm_l PO]IC}" Statement
1ssuted by the Union Government. Coming as it dges n lht", wake
of libtjﬁl';ﬂ concesstons given to Big Business II“l. lhe'FlI:lElf]C_e
Minister's budget and the open invitation to rnulthrmt‘ntma]:{,* l{}
iﬂl‘Eﬂsify‘ their exploitation of Indian resources. this policy




192 Documents of The Communist Movement in Indie

statement permits the Big Business to expand 1ts ficld of activity,
Making a mockery of public control over Big Business, the
Government is moving steadily towards the erosion of the role of
the public sector in (he cconomy of the country. Al] that the
Congress(I) leaders and Goverament spokesmen had earlier talked
about "the commanding heights” of the economy bemng occupied
by the public sector are being abandoned the practice. The P.B.
called upon all democratic political parties, mass organisations
and individuals who are committed to fighting the Big Business to
raise their voice against these moves of the Government,

The PB. noted the alarming rise in the prices of essential
commodities. All the claims made by the Finance Minister and §
other spokesmen of the Government regarding the impact of the
Budget on prices are being falsified. The workers, the middle class
employees and other sections of consumers are finding it 4
increasingly difficult to meet the rising cost of living. At the same
time, the mass of peasantry 1s deprived of their legitimate rights
for such remunerative prices as would compensate the rising costs 4
of production, caused above all by the Government itself raising |
the prices of agricultural inputs. Government policy thus is directed ;
on the one hand, against the consuming public and on the other 4

against the peasantry.

The PB. noted with concern a steady increase in the number |
and rise in the intensity of attacks on women, Harijans and other |
weaker sections of society. Instcad of tuking effective measures ro 8
bring the guilty to book and protect the interests of the weaker '%f.

sections of the society, the leaders of the Government and the ruling
party are trying to protect the offenders emboldening the latter to
turther intensity their attacks.

While noting with satisfaction that democratic elements in the
country are increasingly joining hands in the struggle on the
question of prices and in defence of the weaker sections under
atlack, the P.B. decided to do its best to still further forge democratic
untity on these issues. It called upon members and units of the
party to activise themsclves and help the development of a broad
urntited movement.

25

On Postponement of By-elections
in West Bengal

pProtest Statement Issued by The Central Co_mmittee
of CPI{M) on October 25, 1980 in New Delhi

The Central Committec of the Communist Party of In.dia
(Marxist) vehemently protests against the decision of the Election
Commussion to postpone the by-elections in West Bengal to one
.ok Sabha and six Asscmbly seats which were scheduled to be
held on November 23. The decision is all the more condemnable
because the Election Commission took it, solely on the basis of a
representation made by the West Bengal Congress(I) President,
without consulting the State Government whose concurrence had
earlier been obtained lor the November 23 schedule.

The Congress(l)’s demand for postponement of the by-
clections is based mainly on the question of defective electoral
rolts. This is a grossly baseless charge. An intensive revision of
the electoral rolls had been made last year with Januvary 1, 1979,
as the qualifying date. A further special revision of the rolls h_ad
been done as ordered by the Election Commission with
lanwary 1, 1980, as the qualifying date. Because of certain
complaints about these rolls the Election Commission had sent a
'€am of officers to look into them and after that, the Commission
itself had ordered final publication of the rolls in respect of the
“onstituencies involved in the by-clections.

I the Election Commission which was obviously satisfied with
the ra]ls when it ordered its tinal publication, has now changed ity
Mind becanse of a demand by the West Bengal CDngt‘C--‘ib_i(lJ
Pﬂ:sident, it cannot be taken as anything other than succumbing
10 politicyl pressure. | .

This sudden und arbitrary decision of the Election Commission
WIIT result in inordmately delaying the by-elections in the State

SCause of the census operations, the harvesting season from end
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of November to February, the budget session of the Assembly
from the middle of February and the monsoons from June. The 7
people of onc Lok Sabha and six Assembly constituencies are to }
be denied their representation in Parliament and the State -'
Assembly for a long period just to please the ruling party at the

Centre.

The Election Commission which is expected to function in an
impartial manner has succumbed to political pressure and the
Congress(I) has cxhibited its usual contempt to democratic
processes. The C.C. calls on all democratic elements to record 3
their protest against the undemocratic and unjustifiable decision fi"'

to postpone the by-elections in West Bengal.

i
i
i
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Central Committee’s
Press Communique

1ssued in New Delhi on October 27, 1980

. The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist), which met in New Detlhi from the 23rd to 26th
October, 1980 heard reports from Comrades M. Basavapunnaiah,
Samar Mukherjee, P. Ramamurti and Harkishan Singh Surjeet
about their recent visits to Pyongyong, Peking, Sofia, Romania
and Moscow, of their exchange of views with the representatives
of fraternal parties. The C.C. expressed its satisfaction over the
improvement of relations between our Party and a growing
number of fraternal parties and hoped that these fraternal
relations will further grow.

2. The C.C. is deeply concerned over the continuing war
between Iran and Iraq. The people of Iran only recently carried
out a successful revolution against the tyrannical rule of the U.S.
Puppet, the late Shah of Iran and overthrow it, thercby striking a
heavy blow to U.S. imperialism in this area. Iraq has played an
important role in building Arab unity—along with other Arab
countrics——against U.S. imperialism and TIsraeli Zionism. It is
regrettable that these two non-aligned countries are engaged in a
full-scale war with each other, which not only seriously damages
their economy and life but would disrupt the unity of the Arab
peoples against U.S. machinations, seriously hamper the glorious
trecdom struggles of the Palestinian people under the leadership
of the PLO, and offer opportunities to U.S. and other imperialist
POwers (o intervene in this region. This is a grave portent tor the
Indian sub-continent. The war has further seriously affected the
¢conomies of the developing countries. The C.C. hoped that wise
Counsel will prevail on the leaders of these countries, and they
Would stop the war and settlc their disputes by peaceful
Negotiations.

—_— e ——— L L e—r——— s ——— - ——
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3. The C.C. expressed its grave concern over the war danger,
The increased expenditure on defence budgets of the US,
NATO countries, the stationing of nuclear missiles in the Wesg;ﬁ :
European countries, the feverish attempt to develop Diego Garcia} |
in the Indian Ocean as the biggest mulitary base, the increase in 4
U.S. warships and aircraft-carriers and arsenals with deadliers
weapons, the refusal of the US. to ratify the SALT-II. and the 4
callous decision of the U.S. to go ahead with the manufacture of 4
the Neutron Bomb, are all portents of this growing danger,

The Central Committee notes with  satisfaction the J
countermeasures taken by the Soviet Union, other Socialist
countries and peace-loving forces to rebuff these aggressived
activities of the USA.

4. The C.C. aiso notes with satisfaction that resistance to these]
bellicose measures is growing by the organised working class and§
diverse sections of the peoples in all countries, and the voice’
demanding the destruction of all stockpiles of nuclear weapons, J
ban on nuclear and chemical warfare, and disarmament, is?
growing. In this respect the C.C. hailed—the recent successful ]
meet of the World Parliament for Peace in Sofia.

The C.C. called upon the units of the Party to rally the people §
of our country round these demands for a lasting peace and'_'.'
against the war designs of American imperialism.

Recent developments in neighbouring Sri Lanka have been ]
disturbing. Former Prime Minister Sirimavo Bandamaike has ]
been stripped off all civil rights, and to prevent any protest §
against this patently undemocratic action, a National Emergency
has been imposed on the country. In July last also, a National }
Emergency had been declared to suppress the growing strike
wave in Sri Lanka. The C.C. cxtended its greetings to the fighting J
people of Sri Lanka and all support to their struggle  for 3
democratic, civil and trade union rights.

J. The C.C. expressed its decp concern over the decision of |
the AASU and the Gana Sangram Parishad of Assam o resume
their agitation on the question  of forcign nationals and
disapproved it. It expressed its great appreciation of the CPI(M) §
and other Lelt and Opposition partics, mass organisations and the
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organisations of minority and plains-tribal people of Assam in
bobl-dllsf’ standing up and exposing the separatist forces that are
aided by the tmperialists agencies. Their activities havt? f.ilreudy
resulted 1n large sections of the Assamese people regllsl.ng the
danger to Assam and the unity of the country in continuing the
movement. The 11-month-old movement has already mf’llf:ted
immense harm to the people of Assam and the economy of the
country. The C.C. appealed to the leaders of the AASU and Gana
Sangram Parishad to withdraw the agitation and resume the talks.
The C.C. expressed 1ts grave concern at the recent devclopments
in Manipur, including the steps to detect ‘foreigners’, and other
neighhouring areas on similar questions.

6. The C.C. noted that in Tripura, although mass attacks by
the extremists of the TUJS on the Bengalis and by the Amra
Bangalees and their gangsters on the tribal population, have been
stopped, stray killings, in which the cadre of the CPI(M) are the
main targets, are still continuing. The C.C. noted that the political
campaign carrted on by the CPI(M) and other Left Parties among
the people through mass meetings and rallies exposing the
scparatist forces have played a big role in restoring relations
between the tribal and non-tribal people to a great extent. There
huve been many instances where the tribal population in pre-
dominantly tribal villages have protected the Bengalis from
altacks by the extremists of the TUJS and the Bengali population
In predominantly Bengali villages have protected the tribal
beople from attacks by the Amra Bangalee chauvinists.

~ The C.C. emphasised the importance of this political campaign
I isolating the TUJS and the Amra Bangalees and their allies
from the mass of the people and frustrating their activitics.
The Committee draws the attention of the people to the
Vergence between the expression of the Central Government of
S solicitude to the welfare of the tribal people and its refusal to
“Ohcede the unanimous demand of the Tripura Legislative
embly to enact a fegislation for an autonomous district
“Uncil for the tribal arcas' under the VI Schedule of the
ONstitution. This is a Just and democratic demand. Tts
?“Ceplunce will give satisfaction to the tribal people and help the
“Mocratic movement to fight and isolate the separatists.

d
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The C.C. paid its homage to all members and supporters of the s
Party who have been martyrcd 1in Tripura and Assam in the 3
struggle against the separatist threat and to defend national

integrity and democracy.

7. The C.C. protested against the discriminatory treatment |

meted out to the Left Front Government of West Bengal.

The nationalisation of Bird and Company, the tuke over of the §
Bengal Paper Pulp Factory, the ship repairing project in Haldia J
and a number of other projects earlicr agreed upon by the Centre |
are all being sabotaged. Further, the Central Government refuses J
to honour its commitment to supply wheat for the Food-for-Work 1
Programme on the specious plea that the State Government did §
not set up District Commuttees under the Chairmanship of the 1
District Collector to execute the programme. The Stat e-
Government has set up committees with all under the §
Chairmanship of Zilla Parishad President, with the District §
Collector as the Executive Officer of the Commitiec. The ]
insistance of the Central Government on imposing committees in §
which the bureaucrats will have all powers is an attempt to :_
hamper the efforts of the West Bengal Left Front Government 0 |
involve the people in implementing the programme. The C.C.J
hoped that the Centre would give up this anti-democratic attitude 4

and honour 1ts commitment.

8. The C.C. noted that the Central Communication Mil}ister'-"
Stephen continues to carty on his game of trying to destabilise the
Kerala Government. This, it can be seen, goes against the
declaration made by the Prime Minister herself, accordine to
which the Opposition should ailow the elected Govemmenﬁ to 1
rule for the full term for which 1t has been elected. It is worth-
noting that the Prime Minister is today laying down such norms
of democratic functioning by the Opposition which she has
consistently violated wherever on whenever her party has been

reduced to a minority in the Legislature.

9. The C.C. was extremely concerned over the growth of
communal forces leading to the horrible communal riots in 3
Moradabad, Aligarh, Allahabad and other places. The role of the
PAC in the Moradabad carnage showed that the communal virus

had pervaded the police torces and the administration.

i
1
{
i
[]
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The C.C. conveys its deep condolences to all the families of
those who had died in the communal riots.

The C.C. was of thc opinion that it has become urgently
aecessary to launch a big ideological campaign against the
communal forces, and on the basis of the common struggles of
(he exploited people of all communities. The party will make all
offorts to bring together all the secular forces in this campaign
and pledges (o fight the menace.

The C.C. pointed out that the revival of the National
Integration Council, if it functioned 1n the same old way as 1ts
predecessor, would serve littlc  purpose. The proposed
composition of the Council, excluding some parties which have
heen fighting the communal ideology, 1s objectionable.

10. The C.C. noted the growing trend
quthoritarianism in the Congress(l) Government at the Centre.
The repression launched against the working class and the
common people whenever they go on struggle for their legitimate
demands, the amendment of the Criminal Procedurc Code, the
promulgation of the National Security Ordinance, authorising
detention without tiral, the attempt to amend the Constitutional
provision in this regard, are all pointers in this direction.

The Congress(1) leaders have begun to canvas for the
Presidential form of Government. An officially patronised
lawyers’ Conference has been held, inaugurated by the Prime
Minister herself. with the object of canvassing opinion in favour
of doing away with Parliamentary democracy and setting up 4
Presidential and Dictatorial form of Government. This 1s another
command performance by the same sct of lawyers who had
championed the authoritarian cause at the time of the Emergency.

The persistent attempt of the Law Minister to arm the Union
Government with power to transfer Chief Justices and Judges of
the High Courts in the teeth of opposition {rom the Bar Council
and Advocates’ Association, the Chief Justice of India and the
Conference of Judges, shows that the Government wants to have

a judiciary completely subservient to It.

(owards
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The C.C. while condemning these attacks on the democratic
rights, as also the growing attempts to intimidate the Press and_
curb its freedom, called upon all Opposition parties and mass
organisations and all democrats to rouse the people and fight
agamst this trend towards authoritarianism.

I1. This drive towards authoritarianism, as the C.C. had A
repeatcdly pointed out, is inherent in the decp economic crisis }
that has engulfed the country as a result of the pro-monopoly, §
pro-landlord and anti-people economic policies that the Central¥
Government  has pursued ever since independence and its
dependence on the multinationals.

The Government refuses to make a draslic break with these™
policies, but on the other hand gives more and more concessions?
to these very interests who have inflicted growing misery, 3
poverty and unemployment on the people.

As a result, prices continue to rise phenomenally while 3
remunerative prices to the peasantry are denied. Unemployment §
1s growing both in the urban areas and the countryside. Unable to j
mitigate the sufferings of the people, let alone solving: their
problems, the Government is resorting to these anti-democratic §
mcasures, confident that it will be able to carry them out hecaused
of the disunity of the opposition. : g

I2. In this context, the National Convention of six parties and %
its call to mobilise the people and struggle tmmediately or the
issues of pricc rise, against communal danger, and

preservation of democratic and trade union rights and civil
liberties is of great significance. Vaster sections of the people are 3
aware of these dangers today than in 1975 when the Emergency 4
was clamped in the country. If only the democratic forces 4
unitedly mobilise the people, the trend towards authoritarianism
can be halted.

The C.C. called upon its units to make all-out efforts to bring 4
about the unity of all popular forces and mobilise the people on ;
the three key and pressing issues facing them as given in the Call
of the National Convention of Six Partics,

It greets the people of Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Punjab 3
and some other Stales for having initiated united struggle:

- L v 7
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The C.C. extended greetings to the peasants of Nor;h
Karnataka for their massive struggle on their pressing deman
*mtd forcing the State Government to concede many of them.

The C.C. supported the struggle of the peasantry for

[ » - L]

eht-relief to the peasants. | |
E The C.C. called upon all its units to overcome all hurdles and

ilis eSSiNng 1ssues
unite all forces possible and mobilise them on the pressing I

before the people.
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Memorandum To Integration Council

Submitted by The Polit Bureau of CPI(M)
on November 12, 1980 in New Delhj

The Polit Bureaus of the Communist Party of India( Marxist) has
submitted the followin g Memorandum to the Integration Council *
in its meeting on November 12, 1980 in New Delhi: 3

l. The reactivisation of the National Integration Counci whose
first meeting is being held on the 12th has over it the shadow of 4
two earlier Councils formed in 1961 and 1968 respectively. The
first was dissolved on the ground that the critical situation to meet 4
which the Council was constituted had passed, that "national unity
has, in fact, been forged in the face of the Chinese attack.” The §
second was allowed to become defunct after the first meeting. The 3
question naturally arises whether the present Integration Council
will share the fate that overtook these two earlier efforts.

2. Before entering into a discussion of the substantive questions
of nationa! integration, it is necessary to raise an organisational ]
question which is of some policy import. The reference here is to
the exclusion of the CPI(M) from among the political parties that
are represented in the Council. The likely argument that the three -3
Chief Ministers belonging to the Party have been included is not
relevant. When the Council was constituted in 1968, the then °
General Secretury of the CPI(M) was included though the Kerala
Chief Minister was, in that capacity, a member of the Council.
Chief Ministers being ex-officio members of the Council should
not stand in the way of the Party being represented by somebody
chosen by the central tcadership of the Party. |

3. This, however, is not a purely organisational question. Being
a party that has been consistently fighting all fissiparous forces
and holding its own distinct views, the CPI(M) should find a place
m the Council. Similar representation should be given to ali political
parties interested in national Integration.

’ lis, J
. Parliament, the Akalis,
f‘nd the AJADMK too, have been exc
;his exclusion 18 ununderstandable.

. L 3
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anti-"foreigner” agitation. This has damaged the cause of the
Assamesa-speaking people themselves, not to speak of the
Bengalees, the tribals, the Ahoms, the Nepaleese, ete.

7 This is not to deny that the Assamcse—speaking people have 3
lbegltlmate feeling of being neglected and discriminated against. In
fac?, both the earlier British rulers and the post-Indcpend;ﬂ;ce
regimes have kept Assam socially, economically, politically and
Clllt'ul'a“y undeveloped. While the British Indian provinces and
Ipdlmja States werc integrated and su bsequently reorganised to ﬁ;rm
Imgl:ustic States cverywhere else, Assam continued to be a
multilingual State, The Assamese-speaking people, therefore. did
not have even that much of development as the other lingui;tic-
cultural groups in Tndia. Coming as this did against the backeround
of Assam being kept under the domination of the foreign pTanter*;
and Indian bureaucrats down from the other States, the people irL1
ASS:am telt that their distinct identity was being suppressed. This
tecling was sought to be directed into disruptive channels I:;y th(;
Assﬁamesc chauvinists who whipped up passions among the people
against everybody who is not Assamese-speaking but who have
tor historical reasons settled in Assam. A fertile ground was thus
prepared fgr reactionary forces in India and abroad to sow the‘seed;
of separatism. Every effort should be made to satisfy the legitimate
asglratmns'of the Assamese-speaking people, while safeguarding
?;Ag;?mng the interests of the other groups living and working

S. F)nel point that needs to be cxplained to the leaders of the
agfta'tp.an I that Assam, along with other States of India that are
ad_]fjmllng to tormer West and East Pakistan, has inherited the
obhgatmns of the partition of India. Refugees from West and East
Pakistan have come in their millions and settled in the udjoini(n‘
States of India. Their rehabilitation and settlement is the commof
responsibility of the Indian people—the responsibility of the Central
and all State Governments. The people of Assam should be made
aware of the fact that more refugees have, in fact, settled in West
BCIjlgﬂL Iripura and other States/Territories of the North-Eastern
region than in Assam. From West Pakistan too, millions of refuhgees
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have been absorbed in Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, Rajasthan, Gujarat
and Maharashtra. The people of Assam, therefore, should not think
that they are being made exclusively to bear the burden of refagees
but co-operate with the Union Government and the all-India
political parties to find such solutions for this all-India problem as
are fair to all sections of thé people and will foil imperialism's
attempts at destabilisation.

9. This, however, requires a complete change in the
Government's policies on a host of questions which have created
an explosive situation not only in Assam but in the entire North-
Eastern region. Tribal versus non-tribal, language, caste and
communal relations, ctc., arc questions which have bedevilled
the relations among the various sections of the people. All these
came to a head in Nagaland where armed insurgency has been
contimuing for a long time. This was followed by Mizoram where,
too, armed insurgency has been continuing. Manipur and
Meghalaya are also developing in the same direction. In Tripura,
where a stmilar development was averted and the political unity of
the two ethnie groups preserved under the leadership of the Left
Front, destabilisers have gone into action and created disruption.
The Assam question should, thercfore, be sought to be resolved
through the correct tactical approach to all these questions which,
in one or another form, have led to acute conflicts and
controntations in every part of the North-Eastern region.

10. The CPI(M) has consistently demanded the applicatton of
the democratic principles of (a) wide autonomy for States, and
(b) the formation of the Autonomous District Council in compact
drcas where the tribals are numerically large. The Left Front
Government of Tripura took the initiative for getting the
Autonomous District Council legislation passed. This, however,
had to be done in accordance with the 7th Schedule under which
the Council has lesser powers and is liable to be dissolved. This
could have been avoided if the Constitution were so amended as
to put the Tripura Autnomous Council under the 6th Schedule.
This, in fact, was demanded by the Left Front but rejected by the
earlier Janata Government and continues to be rejected by the
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present Congress(I) Government, Conceding the democratic
demand for amending the Constitution in this respect not only
in Tripura but in other tribal areas would, to a large extent, allay
the discontent in the entire North-Eastern region. As for the
non-tribals in Assam, one of the measures that can allay their
discontent is the widening and expansion of the powers and
resources of the State Government. This is in the interests of the
tribals as well.

[1. It is regrettable that, far from conceding the democratic
demand for greater powers for the States and the formation of the
Autonomous District Councils in the compact tribal areas of every
State, the Union Government is moving in the direction of
centralisation of all powers. The proposals made recently with
regard to the substitution of State sales tax by Central Excise,
transfer of subjects in the State list to the concurrent or Union list,
creation of new all-India services, transfer of Chief Justices and
other Judges of the Hi gh Courts, ctc., show that the tendency shown
by the Union Government is towards centralisation, While this was
sought to be done in the name of strengthening the Centre for
national integration, the gathering discontent and the out-break of
agitations make it impossible for the Centre to Ooperate even in
fields which are allocated to it. If the Icaders at the Centre do not

be national disintegration rather than integration.

12. One cannot but refer in this context to the functions and
responsibilities of State Governors as are now being defined by
the Central leaders. The theory has been propounded that the
Governors should be politically committed and subservient to the

.':.

put a stop to this increasing erosion of States' powers, there will - §

party in power at the Centre. On no other ground can the dismissal 4

of the Tamil Nadu Govemnor can be explained. The Governor is
thus being reduced to mere an agent of the Centre to be used by the
ruling Party at the Centre against the State Government. This is an
erosion of the powers of the States under the Federal system as
well as an attack on such State Governments as are not controlled
by the Party ruling at the Centre.

I3. Another important issue to be dealt with by the National
Integration Council is the growingly menacing communal tension
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which has already led to the nots and killings in several cities and
villages. This is sought to be met by resort to purely administrative-
police measures. While administrative measures have, no doubt,
(o be adopted to deal with those who incite riots, the root of the
(rouble is the existence of strained relations between communities
arising out of communal ideas. These 1deas and their concrete
manifestations have to be combated 1n a systematic manner if the
administrative measures are (o succeed. It 1s here that the policies
and practices of the Government and the ruling party are fostering
rather than barring the path of communal forces.

4. Although the word "secularism” has been written into the
Constitution, a large number of political leaders, belonging to the
ruling as well as opposition parties who swear by secularism 1n
words, arc mixing religion with politics the very negation of
secularism. The newspapers, the radio, the television, etc., are all
used to propagate the ideas of onc or another variety of religious
faith. State-owned media and State functions, etc., arc so organtsed
as to mix religion with the State. While this has always been the
banc of politics in post-Independence India, there was some effort
earlicr to disseminate the knowledge of modern science, develop
the rationalist and secular outlook. Even this has, of late, been
abandoned; the practice of mixing religion with the State 1s
becoming more and more widespread. The series of 'yagnas’
organised the widely publicised visits of political leaders and
dignitaries to temples, pujas and offerings by them at temples—
these and other forms of using the religious institutions and their
leaders (Hindu as wall as non-Hindu) have become part and parcel
of the politics of the ruling party and scveral opposition parties.
This has made the soil fertile for the sprouting of poisonous plant
ol communalism.

Once this is done by the political leaders belonging to one
teligious community, it casily spreads to the religious institu-
tions of other communities. It is. therefore, suggested that
the secular principal of complete separation of religion and
State from each other should be strictly observed and a joint
Campaign should be organised against the mixing ot religion
and politics.
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15. The evil consequences of mixing rcligion and politics are
scen in the attitude of several members of the administrative-police

torce who at times of communal riots join the worst inciters of

the riots in their attacks on the mmority communities. The role
played by the PAC in the Moradabad riots and several other
meidents have become notorious. While it is no doubt necessary
that the particular persons responsible for them ure brought to book,
a serious effort should be made completely to change the

tdeclogical-political environment in which the personnel of the

administrative-police organisations are functioning, This, in its

turn, requires a complete chan ge 1n the attitude of the authorities,

towards religious communities: while fully respecting the right of
all citizens to believe in and practise any religion he or she likes,

all efforts to make political appeals in the name of religion shouid
be combated.

16. Communal tensions and conflicts in our country have 3

another dimension—their impact on our country's relations with

many of the Islamic countries including our neighbours. This is 7]

being made full use of by the authoritarian, militaris( and

reactionary elements in the ruling classes of neighbouring %

countries. Our country's position in the non-aligned movement,

therefore, suffers from the continuing tensions and conflicts on the
communal 1ssue,

I7. The equally important question of caste tensions and caste
riots can be dealt with only if the cquality of castes, the conscious
uplifting of the scheduled and other backward castes etc., are fully -
accepted and genuinely acted upon.

This has to be accompanied by the economic upitftment of these
weaker scctions through distribution of land, guarantee of
employment and adequate wages, educational and other facilities
to overcome their backwardness without which they will be pushed
further down the rungs by the evil consequences of the capitalst
path of development, with every danger of their growing discontent
being exploited for disruptive purposes. Here again, while it is no
doubt necessary to take administrative action against those who
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perpetrate atrocities against the Harljans and other weaker sectiqns
of socicty, what 1s required is a joint mass campaign for the equah_ ty
of all castcs, for the elimination of caste as a system Of social
organisation, The obscurantist policies and pra(?tlces whlch are
widesprcad among the personnel of administrative services f.ind
among the political leaders are a big impediment in this d.ITECtIOI’l,
since they all use their authority to strengthen caste feelings and
practices arsing out of them.

18. The picture will not be complete if we dolnot ref§r to the
problem of official language and the Tnedmm of instruction. The
demand to perpetuate the use of English or to replace Engllsh.by
Hind1 as the official all-India language and medium of instruct@n
at all lavels would only inflame passions as they did earlier.
Complete equality of all Indian languages, freedom to use one's
own mother tongue for official and educational purposes and the
voluntary learning of Hindi by the non-Hindi-speaking peoples
arc the only basis on which the language q}leslion can be so]vled,
from dotng this, however, the authorities appear to be using
cverything 1n their power to impose Hindi on the I]DI]—HITIle
speaking peoples, as 1s clear from the activities of the Hindi
Department of the Union Government. This would create a sense
of rcvulsion among the non-Hindi-speaking peoples and
delay the voluntary acceptance of Hindi by the non-Hindi-speaking
peoples. That is why the late Prime Minister Nehru assureq the
non-Hindi-speaking peoples that English would continue
until such time as they, the non-Hindi-speaking peoples,
desire it.

19. Betore concluding, it is necessary to sound a note of warning
aguinst the deplorable tendency of the Government. to_ launch
Increasing attacks on the civil liberties and democratic ngh'ts of
the people. The teference here is to such legislations as the Nauona]ﬁ
Security Ordinance which arc sought to be justified _m the name of
fighting the forces of national disintegration. Organised ?.fforts are
also af’got for changing the political system from the parhamenta.ry
democratic to the Presidential. None of these, however, will
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strengthen the forces of national integration. On the other hand, §
they will weaken the struggle for national integration. For, what
is being suppressed is the democratic mobilisation of the forces 3
of national unity against those of disintegration. What i
is required 1s to enlarge the freedom of action for all political 1
parties and popular orgarisations, so that they can ]
collectively defend national unity and fight the forces of

disruption.

20. Finally, we suggcest that the Integration Council be
developed into a genuine forum for forging national unity, }
strengthening the secular forces and defending democracy. Our 3

Party will make its own positive contributions for this.

28

On The Situation In Kerala

Statement Dated November 24, 1980 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of CPI{M) in New Delhi

The Polit Bureau of the CPI{M) expresses its concern over the
strains that have been developing in the Left-Democratic Front of
Kerala, particularly between the Congress(U) and the CPI(M).
These have developed into physical clashes in Trivandrum
¢nding in injuries on both sides.

The P.B. appeals to all concerned (o realise that this 1s
precisely the situation which the authoritarian Congress(I) and its
allics desire to develop. It 1s the supreme duty of all those who
arc mterested 1n uncompromising struggle against authori-
larianism to see that not only are clashes and confrontations
within the Left-Democratic front avoided but understandings
arrived at on all points of disagreement among the constituents.

Consisting as the front is of parties which have differences on a
number of issucs, its unity can be maintained and developed only
if everybody concerned takes particular care to make mutual
adjustments on practical questions of difference without
sucrificing (heir respective principles. The CPEM) is committed
to this course and its Central and State leadership will take
Necessary measures to rectify mistakes if any on the part of
Mmembers and units of the Party.

The Polit Burcau would, at the same time, remind the leaders
of all other constituents of the Left-Democratic Front in Kerala
that, unless cvery constituent discharges its responsibility 1n
this respect, the unity of the front cannot be maintained. The
Congress(U) has a special responsibility in that, as an integral
Part of the old undivided Congress, it has inherited a past
Which is of hostility to the CPI(M): its leaders should muke
“Onscious endeavours to overcome all reminants of this anti-
Communist past.
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The P.B. is happy to notc that Congress President Devraj Urg

has declared that the recent clashes between the student

organisations owing allegiance to his party and thc CPKM)

would not aftect the functioning of the Kerala Government. For
the CPI(M)’s part, State Secretary Achuthanandan, Chief f,_
Minister Nayanar and other leaders have taken necessary steps to

discipline all those in the Party who have acted wrongly.

The P.B. hopes that the President of the KPCC and his &
colleagues would do the same in relation to their foliowers.
The P.B. further hopes that, whenever differences arise in future,
they will be subjected to bilateral or multilateral exchanges
with a view to resolving them within the front and that the %
tendency to come out with public pronouncements against each 4

other will be curbed.

The P.B. appeals to one and all the constituents of the Left-
Democratic Front in Kerala to rise to the occasion, to soberly
discuss and resolve the differences that may arise from time 3
to time, and to defend the unity and the Left-Democratic :'
Government as the apple of the eye. They must realise that
not only the people of Kerala who have reposed great trust f_
and confidence in them but the democratic and progressive-
minded pcople all over the country entertain big hopes in their §

performance.

29

P. B. Denounces Maharashtra
Repression™

The Polit Bureau of the Communist FParty of India (Marxist) has
issued the following statement to the Press in New Delhi on
December 27, 1980:

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
denounces the monstrous repression unleashed by the Congress(I)
Government of Maharashtra on the peaceful demonstrators in
Nagpur yesterday. Right from the beginning of the Long March
organised by six Opposition parties, the Antulay Government has
been doing everything to suppress the march. Police lathi-charges,
large-scale arrests of Opposttion leaders and demonstrators
resorted to during the entire march culminated in the massive
show of police force in Nagpur.

The Polit Bureau greets the leaders of the six Opposition parties
and the large number of demonstrators for frustrating all the
attempts of the Congress(I) Government and staging their
demonstration as planned to press the legitimate demand of the
peasantry for remunerative prices.

The Polit Bureau wants to bring to the notice of the people that
the Congress(I) Governments are becoming intolerant and would
not allow even peaceful agitations of the people against the
hardships caused to them by Congress(I) policics. The Polit
Bureau appeals to the Left and democratic forces to urgently come
together and mobilise the broadest forces of the people without
which the Congress(I) Government's onslaught on them cannot be
defeated and the interests of the people defended.

*Published in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, January 4. 1981,
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Polit Bureau Congratulates People
For Defeating The Congress(I) In
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka And
Tripura*

Statement Dated January 7, 1981 Issued to
The Press in New Delhi |

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) J
congratulates the people of Tripura, Andhra Pradesh and '.ﬁ
Karnataka on their success in deteating the Congress(I}. The rout f
of th:_a Congress(l), in Andhra Pradesh, its collapse in Karnataka
unq Its defeat at the hands of the CPI(M)-led Left Front in
Tripura, are events full of significance for the future.

_Nope including the ruling party expected the Congress(I) to j
win in Tripura. The people of Tripura had experienced a
qualitative change since the installation of the Left Front 4
Government. But its collupse in the other two States was not §
Cxpected. It has only revealed how the Congress(l) Iegimes in |
the§e two States have lost the confidence of the people because of
their b?‘nkmpt anti-people pelicies, their moral and political -
Corruption and trade in defectors and use of money-power to keep 38
themselves in power. Not all the certificates that Indira Gandhi |
produced for her regime from abroad, not all the falsified claims §
she made about India’s development under her rule, could stop
the growing revulsion of millions who during the last clections
gave her a thundering victory. ]

Thls verdict against the Congress(I) is not only a protest
against ats all-pervading corruption. It is the product of the
ﬂ”_*IJerva{ling distress among the people—the inflation, high
prices, joblessness, injustice to the peasant, the agricultural
WQrkgl', the police repression against peasants’ and workers'
dgitations.

- Th1s just indignation of the people has expressed itself in
tverse ways. In Tripura it has given a victory to the Left forces

*Published in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, fanvary [6, O8],
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led by the CPI(M) who have a correct programme for defending
national unity and democratic advance. In Karnataka. the
Janata-Kranti Ranga combination with an understanding with the
CPI(M) and CPI has scored a victory. In Andhra, in the absence
of a strong Left and democratic movement, Telugu Desam. the
new party, has secured the confidence of the electorate and 1s
responsible for smashing the Congress(I) monopoly of power. All
these are big victories of the people against a tyrannical,
authoritarian party working in the interest of the capitalists and
landlords of the country.

The P.B. sends its congratulations to the people of these States
on their success in routing the Congress(I). Further consolidation
of these victories depends on remaining loyal to the people and
their demands. Any party which forgets the sufferings and
exploitation of the people, forgets their democratic rights, 1s
hound to meet the same discomfiture at the hands of the
electorate as the Congress(I) has met. The P.B. hopes that both
in Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka the successful parties will
do everything to consolidate the victory in cooperation with
the Left.

The P.B. warmly congratulates our Party in Tripura, our Party
leaders and ranks for their ereat victory scored in the midst of a
murderous campaign launched by our opponents. The Party 1s
confident that under our leadership new victories arc in store for
the people in Tripura—both tribals and Bengalees whose unity
has inflicted a defeat on the secessionists in alliance with the
Congress(I).

The P.B. assures the people that our Party will continue to
work for the consolidation of Left and democratic unity without
which the problems facing the people cannot be solved.




CPI(M)’s Greetings To Fighters
Of South Africa*®

The Communist Party of India (Marxist) extends its warmest _.:;

greetings to the African National Congress and the fighting

people of South Africa on the 69th Anniversary of the Founding

of the ANC on January 8, 1981.

The last decade has witnessed momentous changes in Africa. 3
Mozambique, Angola and Guinea Bissau have become 4
mdependent countries, and last year Zimbabwe won its freedom.

In South Africa itself. the liberation fighters, during thc';{.
decade, recovered from the blows struck at them by the racist
regime during the sixtics., scored significant successes in
rebuilding their forces, and while the People’s Army, Umkhonto i
we Sizwe, carried forward the armed struggle, big mass actions
took place, as by the students against the imposition of an alien 3
language on thera. This struggle which is going on against a 3§
ruthlessly fascist regime has cvoked the admiration of people §

everywhere.

World public opinion is not deceived by the fraudulent efforts
ot the racist regime to give the impression that it has started g8 :'

reformmg the apartheid system and would gradually and

peacefully abolish it. What the people elsewhere see is that the

more the racists talk of "reforms”, the more they are perfecting
and expanding the instruments of repression.

If, despite the big changes that have taken place in the world,
and in Africa itself, despite the advance of the national liberation
struggle on a global scale, the racist regime still continues to exist
and 1s intensifying its barbaric repression on the African people,

*Published in "PEQPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi. January 18, 1981,
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. 'is because the Western imperialist powers, violating all the
decisions of the United Nations and other international bodies
.nd disregarding world opinion, prop up the apartheid regime,
«ince the preservation of that regime is vital for thew own
‘nterests—economic, political and military.

Behind the racist regime which the people of South Africa are
fighting stand these imperialists and the hibcration strugglg in
South Africa is an integral part of the worldwide struggle against
imperialism. The CPI(M) extends its fullest support to the
fighting African people.

The CPI(M) pays its homage to the many whose lives have
been cruelly taken by the racists, it demands the release of
Nelson Mandela and thousands of others incarcerated in inhuman
conditions in prisons, it demands the commutation of all pending
death sentences.

The CPI(M) is confident that the day is not far off when the
brave people of South Africa, led by the African National
Congress, will bury the apartheid system for ever and become
masters of their land. The CPI(M) wishes further successes in the
liberation struggle in the coming year and once again extends its
warmest greetings to the African National Congress.




Rally All Forces To Preserve o
Democratic Rights, Strengthen
People’s Movement*

Call Given by The Polit Bureau of CPI(M) From its
Meeting held in New Delhi on January 10-12, 1981 "

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) met
in New Delhi from January 10 to 12, 1981, Comrade ] yoti Basu
presiding, 4
The P.B. paid tributes to the lakhs of peasants and agnicultural
labourers all over the country who came out in militant
de_monstrations and actions for their demands like remunerative*?
priccs for agricultural products, for relief from indebtedness, for fl
Increased wages and other demands. They have come out against
the class policies of the Government which have been protecting ?';
the landlords and monopolists carrying on their exploitation of §
the urban and rural masses.
'Taking placc as this is doing agamnst the background of
widespread agitations and struggles of the industrial working 3
f..:iass and middle class employees for such demands as wage 3
Increase, bonus as deferred wage, dearness allowance to fully ;
neutralise the rise in prices, etc., this organised movement of the 3
peasantry combines two major streams of people’s movements 2

and struggles against the anti-people policies of the Central and
State Governments.

Broad Movement

The P.B. noted that though initially 2 spontaneous movement,
the peasant upsurge is rapidly acquiring an organised character.
It e'xprt‘:ssed IS particular satisfaction that the six Opposition -4
parties’ Coordination Committee, which gave a call for action
nearly four months ago, had included in its charter the urgently ﬁ

**Press Cmnn‘nﬂl;auc of the Polit Bureau of CPI(M) Published in " 1
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felt demands, such as remunerative prices for agricultural

products, Increase in the wages of agricultural labourers, debt

celief for the peasants and agricultural labourers, issue prices to
lhe consumers at subsidised rates and ensuring distribution of
ossential articles through a public distribution system supetvised
by popular committees of consumers. This inspired the working
people throughout the country to coordinate their actions and
develop a broad movement in defence of the imterests of all
<ections of the working people. These parties along with other
democratic forces were able to develop powerful movements n
various States. |

It is this lcadership given by the democratic Opposition parties
that helped the transformation of the initially spontancous
movement in Maharashtra, Karnataka, etc., into one of the major
streams of the developing unity of the agricultural producers with
the consumers, both of whom are to be united against thest
common enemics—the wholesalers, the big landlords, the
monopoly capitalists and so on. This lays the foundation of _the
unity of the workers and peasants and all toiling people against
the policies of the Government in the Interests of the
monopolists, multinationals, landlords, hoarders, profiteers and
other vested interests who have been fleecing the common people
and fattening themselves.

The P.B. noted that these massive struggles have forced many
Congress(l) State Governments to give some CONCEssIons,
Though these concessions are meagre 1n the context of the
galloping inflation, they give confidence to the working people
that by their unity and courageous struggles, the anti-people
policies of the Government can be fought back.

Mounting Repression

In these conditions, unable to mitigate the mounting sufferings
of the people, not to speak of solving the problems of poverty and
unemployment, the ruling Congress(l) Government ser‘:ks to
suppress these movements with ever-imounting repression. The
National Security Act was created precisely for this purpose,
despite all the protestations of Indira Gandhi and the Home
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Minister that the Act is intended (o be used against the anti-socjs
eiements only. Proof of this is provided by the Bihar Chief
Minister who threatens to freely use the Act to suppress the
peasant movement sponsored by the Six Parties’ Coordination
Committee.

A vicious high-power propaganda has been let loose that thﬁsé‘f‘
agitations are politically motivated by the Opposition parties, ang §
particularly by the CPI(M). The fact that the Governments havey

been forced to give some concessions only when the Governme

s unablc to suppress these heroic struggles despite severest;
repression, debunks and gives the lie to this vile propagand:

Shielding the Police

The report of the Commission of Enquiry into the atrocities on
a woman m Baghpet by police personnel has vindicated the §
charge made by the Opposition parties. And yet, beyond3
suspending  the officers, the Government refuses (o launch 4§
criminal prosecution against them for this heinous offence.

Twentyeight members of Parliament of the Congress(I) 4
belonging to the minority community wrote to the Prime Minister
that the PAC of U.P. was responsible for the mass killings and
looting of property of the Muslims in Moradabad. And yet the
U.P. Government shields these criminals. This belias the 3
professed commitment of the Prime Minister to the protection of ¥
the minorities. o

The Prime Minister expressed her sense of shock over the
blinding of the undertrials by the police in Bhagalpur, but she is '3
supremely indifferent to the Bihar Chief Minister’ s shielding of §
the criminals,

Her oft-repeated solicitude for the Harijans sounds hollow in
face of the massive police force sent by the Bihar Chief Minister ;}_f
to enable the Mahant of Bodh Gaya to loot the paddy cultivated 8
by the Harijans, and the Con gress(l) Governments have taken no
action against the landlords who have burnt and otherwise -3
unleashed atrocities on the Harijans and Adivasis, landless
agricultural labourers and tenants in several States.

It 1s significant that while the Prime Minjster goes on vilifying
these movements of the working people, she has not a word of

i
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ondemnation of, let alone taking action against, the monopolists
C " a I

.nd their foreign collaborators, the landlords, the hoarders and
rofiteers. | ﬁ
' The P.B. noted that even the meagre prices fixed by the

Government for foodgrains and other agricu]turgl products a}rl'c
not available to the poor and middle peasants 1n n::osl of t\;c
Grates, who are forced to effect distress sgles of therr produul;t,.
This is because the Food Corporation of India refuses to enter the
market to guarantee the floor price fixed by the Government.

In Left-led States

In these circumstances, it i1s gratfying that the Left Front
Government of West Bengal has come to the rescuc of the poor
peasants by purchasing their paddy at Rs. 109 and Rs_.l 14 per
quintal—much above the Central Government’s floor price—and
hus prevented distress sales.
tl“}FhTGLZf t and Democratic Government of -Kerala, too, has
procured paddy at higher prices and prfevented distress sales. |

Frightened at the prospect qf the welfz;ire measures
implemented in these States inspiring the workl.ng peuple‘ n
other States to struggle for a Left and democratic altemative,
Indira Gandhi and the Congress leaders have unleashed a
campaign of vilification against them. |

The Central Government refuses to take over some of the sick
industrial units despite the fact that committees appointed by the
Central Government itself have reported favourably about the
viability of these units. | N

In Tripura the Congress(l) has no cqmpunctlon to join h'sz:ls‘
with the Upajati Samiti and the chauvinist Amra Bz11?1gzl!ee§ In 1ts
attempt to destabilise the Leflt Front Government. It 1s s1g1111‘"_10:.11:1t
that afier the recent meeting between some leaders of the Tripura
Upajati Samiti and the Prime Minister, the former have stepped
Up their secessionist activities.

North-East Region | h
The P B. noted that the stalemate in Assam continues, zmci the
Sluation in the entire North-Eust continues to be grave. It is
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significant that the role of imperialist agencies who aim at §
sepuration of this whole area from India and the threat posed by
them (o the unity and integrity of India is sought to be concealed.
The latest seven-point formula of Sri A. B. Vijpayee, President of
the BIP, is no solution to the problem at all, but is an open §

encouragement to the secessionist and disruptive forces.

The P.B. is firmly of the opinion that the mobilisation of the §
democratic opinion throughout the country and warning them of
the dangers to the unity and integrity of the country can alone 4§
1solate these secessionist forces and lead to a democratic solution
to the problem, for which fertile ground was created by the total 3
and criminal neglect of the economic development of this area 3
since Independence. The P.B. appealed to the leaders to give up 9
the movement and come to the table for talks without any 3

precondition.

The P.B. regretted that the DMK and AIADMK vied with each
other to support the National Security Bill and, despite their
cxpertence in the past, are vying with each other for the

Congress(I)'s favour.

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi repeats that her Government has
no Intention to change the Parliamentary form of Government. 4
And yet she does not put an end to or even chastise her partymen
and ministers who are campaigning for a Presidential form of

Govemnment.

Riven with Dissensions

The Congress(I) Governments and parties both at the Centre
and the States are riven with intense lactional and group fights. 3§
These groups come to blows in their meetings and often the
police have to intervene. These rivalries have gone to the extent §
of murders of many Congressmen by others belonging to rival 3%

groups, particularly in West Bengal.

It must be emphasised that the struggles inside the ruling
Congress party both at the Centre and in the States have nothing
to do with policy issues concerning the welfare of the people but
are entirely over the spoils of office. Such group fights are
incvitable in the economic and political milien evolved by the
bourgeois-landlord parties of uttlising the possession of State
machinery to amass wealth.
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With the mtensification of the economic and all-round crisis of
the systcrﬁ and the mounting struggles of the common pecople
qeainst  the increasing inﬂiclioﬁn of miselry, poverty and
u?wmpluymcnt, the drive to authoritarianism will continue.

nobilise all Forces

The P.B. is confident that this drive can be halted by the
mobilisation of the people by all those who are interested in the
preservation of democratic rights whichlare nccessary for the
struggle against exploitation by the vested interests. |

The P.B. expresses its satisfaction that sevgral segments of the
people have come out against these authontarmn trel?ds. |

The P.B. directed all its units to strive their utmost 1n
mobilising all the forces that can be mobilised in this struggle {or
the preservation of democratic rights and to strengthen the
movements of the people against the anti-people pohc:le.c;h of the
Government, which alonc can lead to a viable and powerful Lett
and democratic alternative capable of serving the problems of
poverty, high prices and unemployment and Icading the country

to stability and prosperity.




CPI(M)'s Call To The People*

Communique Issued By The Central Committee
Following Its Meeting Held in New Delhi
on Kebruary 4-8, 1981

."-IIl

T

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) {
greets the people of the non-aligned countries whose Foreign 4§
Ministers are meeting in New Delhi at a time of important ‘g
developments and will be called upon to take vital decisions in the "
spirit of non-alignment. | i

It 1s obvious that strains have developed inside the non—aligne&f
camp on various issues of international development. Besides, therejf'fi'
are conflicts and even wars between members of the movement. It ;

will be utter blindness to ignore that through these strains and 2

conflicts the imperialist camp is endeavouring to split the unity of 3
the non-aligned movement and push its aggressive designs ahead. 8
Because of shortsightedness, pressures and dependence on the S

Western world, representatives of certain countries are falling 38
k1

victims to imperialist manoeuvres.
For India and the rest of the countries of the region, the supreme
danger today is represented by the U.S. naval domination of the °

Indian Ocean in the region including its intervention in Afghanistan. ~ &

Note must also be taken of the imperialist designs to create armed

conflicts in these areas by pouring arms into this region. The people ~1 g

of India and Pakistan, who have witnessed three wars, cannot afford - ""H
to 1gnore this challenge. The conference has to speak with a united :
and firm voice against thesc designs. It will enhance the prestige
of the movement if it lends its full support to a political settlement
of the Afghan issue. Any attempt to toe the line of the imperialists
and beat the anti-Soviet drum will aggravate the situatiori in the
area helping the imperialist manocuvres. It will be lowering the

*Published in "PEQPLE'S DEMOCRACY". New Delhi, February 15, [981.
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fiug of non-alignment if the conference does not accord recognition
to the legitimate Government of Kampuchea—as the Government
of India has recently done—and does not unhesitatingly denounce
Pol Pot's claim to represent the Kampuchean people. Pol Pot today
is supported by U.S. imperialism. Regrettably, the Government of
people’s China 1s lending him support. Nonetheless, it is known
(hat Pol Pot has no right, moral or legal, to represent the people of
Kampuchea. -

Without taking these forthright positions based on anti-
imperialism and democracy, the conference will not be able to play
an effective role in the conflict between Iran and Irag, two members
of thc non-aligned movement. Nor will it be able to throw its full
weight on the side of the heroic Palestine liberation struggle against
Israel.

[t will be a futile exercise in self-deception if in the namec of
consensus clear-cut decisions on vital issues are avoided.

The international situation has deteriorated rapidly and the danger
of war increases everyday. With the election of Ronald Reagan as
the President of the USA, the U.S. imperialists are even more
aggressively pursuing their policy of arms build-up, stationing new
missites in Europe, policing the Gulf arca and the Indian Ocean
with the expansion of existing bases like the nuclearised Diego
Garcia and setiing up of new bases, mounting fresh attacks on the
newly independent countries and their economies, and trying to
disrupt the unity of the non-aligned countries, With all this, they
are reversing the process of detente and posing a grave threat to
world peace. The Ministerial conference will no doubt express its
concern over these developments, but 1t will lack moral strength 1f
on the two issues of Afghanistan and Kampuchea, it does not take
4 forthright position exposing imperialist conspiracies.

‘The non-aligned meet cannot ignore the challenge posed by the
Crists of the capitalist world, the restrictive econormic measures
taken by the developed countries, the disorganisation of their own
“conomies under the impact of the strident demands made on them
by International financiers like the IMF and the World Bank, Day

Y day the pressure is growing (o let the multinationais have a tree
N of the underdeveloped countries, so that neo-colonialism gets
ack what old colonialism lost.
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Here is the urgent necessity to close the ranks, take stock of the
situation and embark on talks for mutual help and advance instead i
of moonshine talk about a new economic order with the blessings
and patronage of the Western world. Every country receiving aid
from the Socialist countries has felt its liberating effect and the
experience has to be mastered by all countries.

All this underlines the need for the unity of the Socialist camp,
The C.C. appeals to the world Communist movement to reforge its
unity on the basis of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian inter- §
nationalism. It appeals to all anti-imperialist forces in the world to
close their ranks and deleat the growing war danger being create_’
by the imperialists.

Economic Onslaught 4

Meeting on the eve of the budget session of Parliament, thi
Central Committee cautions our people that they should be prepare]
for a big economic onslaught on their standards of living. The lag
budget, and the vear that has passed, have witnessed multiplicaticy
of the peoplc's misery due to inflation and high prices and lack @
jobs. But the coming fiscal year promises to unleash a furthé
intensified attack. In fact the Sixth Five-Year Plan of the Indid
Government can be described as a {ive-year plan of attack on thi§
mcomes of the poor, a plan for inflationary price spiral. |

The bourgeois-landlord Government of the Congress(I) instead
of curbing the monopolists and foreign multinationals, gives furthef
concessions Lo them, and is attacking the workers, peasants ﬂnE
the common people to throw the burden of the crisis on theirg
shoulders, It is arming ttself with ever-increasing repressive pOWEfS;;'_
to crush the people. A

The plan calls for additional resources mobilisation of Rs. 21,302 '3
crores by the Central and State Governments and their cnterprises §
while deficit financing is proposcd (o be "restricted” to Rs. 5000 3
crores. This "restricted” deficit financing has an inherent capacity 3
(o double itself and the people will feel its effect in growing |
inflation. The plan very cleverly says that there is limited scope S
tor raising resources through taxation; thereby it seeks to gIve relief 4 |
to big business incomes and secks o concentrate on improving the 4
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.ituation through checking tax evasion. It secks to "br?be the tax-
é»';td@;*g through an imaginative adjustment of tux'po'illcy S0 a8 1o
educe the incentive as well as scope for such evasion”. Ar}d it has
~iven a4 bonanza to black meneyholders by allowing thqn freely to
ft;galise their ill-gotten wealth through the bond scheme mtroduced
h\: the Black Money Ordinance. |

- According to the Planners, direct taxes on ugnf:ulture ul_prc:sent
constitute less than one per cent of the total agricultural income.
Rut they have not the courage to suggest thut_ only the fat incomes
of the big landlords should be taxed. Whilc formally suggesting a
araded tax on agriculture they hasten (o add: "Care t_;hould be taken
1o ensure that this does not affect in any way incentives to increase
production and to increase productivity™.

It is known that the rural masses and the urban poor are groqnd
down by indirect taxes. Yet the main source of additional taxation
i< 10 be the common man. The railways and telephones are expected
to raise substantial additional resources, naturally "through
appropriate pricing policies”. |

The Electricity Boards should raise their rates to cover their
losses, The Irrigation Departments arc asked to raise their water
lcvies. The State Road Transport Corporations are asked to revise
their tariffs—this is alrcady being done in the midst of police liatl*n*
charges and firings. The Planners demand reduction UFISUE-!E‘E.IdIES
on fooderains and other products. "Nevertheless, a xlgnmcal?t
reduction in subsidies from the level budgeted for 1980-81 1s
necessary to raise the required order of resources fn'r the Plan."
Prices will spurt. And it should be remembered that withdrawal of
food subsidies is one of the directives of the World Bank which the
free India Government is bound to carry out.

The scanning for resources does not end here. Block level
committees and Panchayats are to raise specified resources and
last, but not the least, house-rent control legislation in cities, it is
suggested, should be withdrawn or modified to raise resources for
the local authorities.

Attack On Workers' Wagces |
The Plan proposal regarding income and wage policy are
hypacritical. They protect the profits of big industry while they
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plan an attack on wages. In regard to incomes, the Pianners say:
"The need to provide adequate incentive for increased efficiency
and productivity renders the task of income redistribution even
more difficult”. But when it comes to wages, the Planners suddenly
discover disparity between man and man to restore equality on a
fower level. And now they openly demand that every further
increase in wages should be linked with productivity, as if the }
present wage-norms and production-norms are properly linked.
Those who are fully employed should accept restriction on their
earnings. Only, in the long run, real wages must be allowed to
move with gains in productivity. In the immediate period they have
no right to increasc wages even if they increase productivity. The
lycoons require incentives but the workers require none.
5o tar as the vast mass of the peasantry is concerned, there
only a bare mention of land reforms without refercnce to‘:;
redistribution of land; there is no recognition that this mass is not§
getting remunerative prices; on the other hand, increase in price is
disapproved. This, together with the prospect of withdrawal of}
subsidies, means the peasant will be further beaten down,
The Stxth Five-Year Plan which presages an ali-round attack on}
the living standards of the people through increased taxation and 4
prices: plans, besides, attack on the wages of the workers.
The ceiling on D.A. and bonus introduced under the rules of the
new LIC Ordinance, the refusal to pay agreed bonus, the repudiation
of solemnly entered agreements with the loco workers and the i'
public sector workers constitute the opening of a battle against the 4
working class and the employees. The Central Committee warns !
the working class that Emergency legislations and attacks,
accompanted by repression, are in the offing and they and the trade
untons must fully gear their united strength to meet the offensive.
The economic situation is beyond control with Government's
mability to control inflation and prices and give relief to the people.
The stench of corruption pervades the administration and the wheels
of 1ndustry stop moving because of inefficient management,
bureaucratic attitudes and corruption.
Notwithstanding economic agreements with a number of 3
Socialist countries, especially the USSR, the Indira Governnient

ol
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has announced new facilities to foreign multinationals which reduce
che talk of self-reliance to a farce and jeopardise the country's
~conomic advance and independence. The influx of petro-dollars
from the oil-rich countries for investment in non-essential concerns
marks further the helpless condition of the Indian cconomy.

Foreign Policy

Even on questions ol foreign policy, the Government 1s under
strong pressure from 1mperialist circles to make a shift, soften 1ts
stand on a number of issues, using India's ncighbours as pressure
points and arming them. The Indira Government, hitherto, has
maintained its stand on Afghanistan and Kampuchea but economic
pressurcs are mounting. It will be suicidal for the Left and
democratic forces to ignore the growing challenge of the U.S.
imperialists, hitherto manifesting through economic pressure and
arming of its neighbours. Now the challenge has come home in
Assam and is again delivered through the demand for free
operations of multinationals. |

A number of bourgeois Opposition parties ignore this challenge,
and the BJP 1s sworn to belittle it and thereby screen the impertahis
designs against the country. Its open support to thc secessionist
movement m Assam is not only the high-watermark of opportunism
but an act of encouraging the forces of national disintcgration.

People's Struggles

The anti-people policies of the authoritarian Government are
being challenged by the people at every step. The country saw
huge anti-price-rise agitations in several States, marked by bandhs
In West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and Bihar. Students
and pcople have fought pitched battles against the increase in bus
fares, and deaths have taken place in Andhra Pradesh and Punjab
In police firings during (hese struggles, Employces and workers
have struck work and other contingents like doctors and engineers
also have joined the growing battle. But the outstanding feature of
the Jast tew months is the upsurge in the rural arcas of many States,
>eniding waves of shivers in ruling party circles. Peasants have becn
fired upon, imprisoned and jailed but the demonstrations and
g1ations continued.
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Initially, in some States, the pecasants, discontent was channelised
by the landlords and other clements who were out to compensate
themselves against reduction of fertiliser subsidies, etc., disclosing
push and pull between the bourgeois and landlord partners. But
once the discontentment was unleashed, it gathered its own
momentum threatening the basis of official price policies based on
bealing down the peasant.

Peasant Upsurge

The widespread peasant upsurge 1s unparalleled in the history
of free India. It roused the peasantry even in those States where the
Left and democratic movement and the organiscd peasant

movement are very weak. Peasants in hundreds and thousands came
Into action putting up road-blocks, stopping transport, organising
marches and gheraos of State Assemblies, courting mass arrests, 3
defying bullets and lathis of the police and adding to the number §
of peasant martyrs by shedding their blood defending their interests.
Though it began spontaneously, it acquired a countrywide character
forcing previous Congress(I) Governments to give significant

CONCessions.

The ruling party opposed it in the beginning but in face of the _-
strong peasant movement, 1t was compelled to make concessions g
amounting to several crores of rupees in several States and raise §
the price of sugarcane from the announced Rs. 13 to Rs. 23 and

also the price of paddy.

The Left and several other Opposition parties took the initiative §
and intervened and succeeded in giving the movement a correct

orientation calling for the unity of the peasantry and the agricultural
workers. The Charter of Demands in Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh,
Punjab, Bihar, which also demanded that the issue price of
foodgrains should not be raised and called for a rise in the wages
of the agricultural workers, showed how the interests of all the
democratic and (oiling sections can be combined in a fight against
the bourgeois-landlord Government.

The Six-Party convention held in Delhi in September, and the
fronts cstablished in States, became the instrument of co-ordinating
the upsurge and bringing them on to the path of common struggle.
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The broad front for anti-authoritarian resistance could intervene
cuccessiully in the peasant unregt. Without such a broad front there
;»-’35 every chance of either the discontent petering out or the
[andlord teadership remaining firmly in the saddle.

Government Repression

The authoritarian Government tried to meet this upsurge with
repression and firing. Several pepple were killed n Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra. In Tamil Nadu also, people were
killed in firings. In Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Punjab,
Rajasthan, Haryana, Bihar, thousands were arrested but the upsurge
cmﬁlinues. It is futile for the Government to imagine that the rural
arcas now roused can be kept quiet with an understanding with the
leaders and the landed gentry. The Left and democratic parties and
other opposition parties will now have greater strength to guide
the peasants mass and align it with the agricultural workers who
have been the worst victims of depredation.

The rising peasant movement marks a ncw stage of the crisis
and creates conditions of instability for the authoritartan rule.

Hemmed in from all sides the Congress(I) Government has been
resorting to brutal repression on the developing movement. The
student community in Punjab, the students of the Agricultual
University in Hissar, of U.P. and Orissa have been the victims of
police brutality. In Orissa, school children were forced to march
naked in the streets with headloads of bricks and stones and were
given kneeling orders at the police station.

The National Security Act is being shamelessly used against
locomen and other strikers. In Bangalore, the striking workers were
fired on, killing three people. The U.P. Government continucs to
ban strikes in an increasing number of industrics almost every
month. The promulgation of the LIC Ordinance is the beginning
of the reintroduction of Emergency rule against the workers'
movement. All sections experience this attack of repression.
Lawyers are assaulted and have to go on strike. School principals
are beaten. Engineers, doctors, professors all taste humiliation at
the hands of the police.
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The Central Committee warns the people thal a great assault op }

people’s rights and liberties is being launched by the authoritarian
Government at the Centre. It threatens to extinguish the rights

ol agitation and frecdom of speech, all fundamental rights, §

Complacency will prove dangerous,

A concerted resistance must be given united] y by forces opposed
to authoritarian dictatorship.

The Indira Government has already forged new weapons to
stlence the voice of the people. After the National Security Act
comes, the attack on the Judiciary, the second step towards the
scuttling of the Parliamentary system and the establishment of g
Presidential form of Government. The crude attempt to lower the
dignity of the Judiciary and make it subservient to the Executive is
seen in the orders of transfer served on two Chief Justices of the

High Court. It has evoked strong protests from the legal profession
and all democratic forces.

In the midst of this attack on civil liberties and democratic rights, &
of making the masses the scapegoal of the economic crisis, stands
the shining performance of the three Governments of West Bengal, }

Kerala and Tripura. They have loyally served the common man,

protected democratic rights, upheld his dignity and thrown their

weight on the side of the cxploited in cconomic struggles. Working

under inhibiting financial restrictions arbitrarily imposed by the ¥

Central Government, the three Governments have shown how to
do justice to the common man and protect democracy. The three
Governments have refused to use the National Security Act or any
other preventive detention measure. They are the advanced outposts
of the democratic forces strugghing allover the country against the
forces of dictatorship. Tt is unfortunate that some opposition partics
In some States fail to sec this reality and help the Congress(I)
consprracy against these Governments.

The continued existence of the Left Front and Left and
Democratic Front Governments and their enhanced prestige among
the people, constitute a setback to the authoritarian forces. But the
Congress(l) continues its conspiracies against them and the people
must fight them unitedly.
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The three State Governments are discriminated ag_;:ainst i cvcr‘y
janner possible whether it 1s plan resources, or food—for—wak
n-hemc& or sanctioning of new mdustries and so on by the Ind_lra
gwcrnmenl. They are daily slandercd and constant threats are 'k?em g
held out against them by Congress(1) Iegders andl Central %\41{;‘115135.
The Prime Minister also adds her voice to this. Law an 011; m:
problems are being created in these States by the Congrcss([}. P} cilzls
are being made to attack these Governments. An attack on tlttf
Governments will be the prelude to an attack on al]' demjcrran_v;
rights. It should be the concern of all democratlc‘ an ¢l1]nt1|-
auLthoritarian forces in the country to defend and protect these
1ts.
G{Eetrf?i?s;mext, the Central Committee also exfpressed 1ts strong
protest against the Union Home Ministry's Oftice Memorand}qm
for Inteligence Bureau verification, apart fl‘{)lT_l the usual po 1cie
veriftcation applicable to other States, of people from West_ Benga‘ f
Kerala and Tripura for employment in Government sgrwc:t?. This
is sheer political discrimination against the threc States for the
only reason that they have Left-led Glrovefnments.‘ |
It is to be noted that discrimination 1s being practtsed.also against
other non-Congress(l) Governments as those of Tamil Nadu and
' and Kashmir. N
Jdr“lllhmeurefusal of All India Radio to allow the CI_1ief M:mstcE of
Keral to broadcast over AIR's Trivandrum Station on the fll‘:ﬂt
anniversary of his Government should l}se noted by all demojcﬁratw
forces. Tt has been accompanied by a lying pmpa_gunda Lo mllbll:‘:'d.d
the people. This should not be dismissed as an isolated ‘mcu:Eent.
The tendency of the Congress(l) Government to CDHCEI]FIHIC m?re
and more powers in the hands of the (;‘t:_ntre at the cost qf the rig :s
and powers of the States has been gaining Stl:engt.h. Th‘lﬂ:, as in t c
past, is part of the drive towards authoritarianism, curtailing States
‘llltla);:gr::g{lteness of the crisis and the bankruptcy of t{u—: Indira
Government are further witnessed in the breakdown ol law and
order m the Congress(I)-ruled States. _ e
The regular looting of trains, the dacoities and 'r_mn;del.?. 1: t];
capital of India and the capitals of the St:«sftes, the k|L11nc1hpp1]r:1t?l:’111 :
rapes of women by gangsters and at police stations, the lack o
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security for women and the rule of vast areas of cities and their-
slums by gangster gangs who are able to extort money from the
people spcak of the crisis of the administration and society.
The people suffer from the unruly and gangster behaviour of the
police whom the Government is unable to control. The Bihar
blindings, the firing and killings inside the Samastipur Jail, and ?
instances like Baghpet and Dabhoi, and (he Government's failure j
to punish the criminals place the people at the mercy of the police |
and anti-socials. As a result even the silent non-political crowd has
started surrounding police stations. 1
The communal situation in the country has deteriorated scriously, |
The Government has failed to check communal incidents in various
parts of the country, Communalists, and speciaily the rabidly }
communal RSS, are mainly responsible for the wipping up of
communal tensions. The same reactionary RSS in connivance with §
the Congress(I) in Kerala is attacking the CPI(M) and the State |
Government with the aim of disrupting the communal unity
prevailing in the State for decades. Fighting and isolating the RSS b
and other communal forces has become an urgent task before the
democratic movement to protect the minorities and safeguard their
rights, to develop the unity of the people and to ensure the advance ]
ot the democratic movement.
The anti-authoritarian forces are gathering strength and are A
preparing to meet the offensive of the forces of authoritarianism.
The authoritarian party, weakened by its own inner divisions, :
alienated from the people, can be easily defeated, its plans fora 4
Presidential form of Government scotched, if the Left and 1
democratic forces correctly head the battle for the broadest possible 8§
resistance to the forces of dictatorship. It is only the growing unity
of these forces that can bring about and strengthen such resistance.
Already the broad front of resistance of several parties, starting
with the national convention of six parties in Delhi, has succeeded
in unleashing an urge for political resistance and unity. It is
Intervening to place itself at the head of the peasant unrest. The
kisan demonstration of March 16, called by the Kisan Co-ordination
Commuttee, will be yet another step in mobilising and unleashing
the peasant urge for justice, for demands like remunerative prices
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' ' | i1l be gi he

nd wages for agricultural workers. Abig push wili be given to t
Al & ' . - .
ovement if all organisations of workers and employees,
" s and others join in solidarity with this demonstation

cofessional : this ¢
pnd support its demands. The Central Committee calls upon the
and ¢

' ' he
atire working class and the trade unions to lend support to tb
t.: 1 . [ L
sants and calls upon the working class of Dethi and nearby
pt:{, bt :

Areas 10 actively participate in the demonstratlop; L forees 16

The Central Committee calls upon all parms and forces ;
and the gravity of the situation, to rcal‘lse thata cm..lp agains
be organised any day. It further urges them to
d firmly march forward as an

underst
democracy may |
strenathen the six-party solidarity and | i
irresi;tiblc force against the authoritarian regime. T
It calls on the people and their orgamsatl(')n‘s (o le_edstate
conspiracy of the authoritarian Governmentlagambt the thi ?e e
Governments of West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura: to L;ll:t‘}i Oiﬁdnd
the peasant upsurge for securing the demands* of the pt_;a&.‘dl] ; d:{ i,
soricultural workers; and to fight all taxation burdu,.n an e
E;owin ¢ burden of high prices. [t calls on all the trade uminﬁce'n r ;
to unite to resist the coming onslaughts on the workers zut]ic
employees’ rights and living standar@s. It calls on_qll_derrfocgah
H against the denigration of the Judiciary :.ifl 't, e
atternpt to reduce it into a subservient agency of _thej Elxle;u?[:;
calls on the people to defend democratic rights ulnd civil libe 1€
and scotch the authoritarian Government's conspiracy (o mpose d
Presidential form of Government on the people.

forces to protest




Resolutions Adopted By The -
Central Committee In its Meeting

Held in New Delhi on February 4-8, 1981+ |

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Indig

(Marxist) met in New Delhi from February 4 to 8, 1981,

The C.C., at the outset, mourned the deaths of Comrade Alexei
Kosygin, outstanding leader of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union and the Soviet people, and Comrade P. C Joshi, §

former Gencral Secretary of the Communist Party of India.

Apart from the Communiquet, the C.C. adopted resolutions on
the LIC Ordinance, the strike of the loco runnin g staff, the strike {f-
of the Bangalore-based public sector employees and the

Bangalore circus fire.
Text of the resohutions follow:

(a) On The LIC Ordinance

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) condemns the Ordinance promulgated by the
Government of India to empower itself to arbitrarily and
unilaterally change the terms and conditions of service in the Life
Insurance Corporation.

The objective of the Ordinance is to circumvent the verdicts

and directives of the Supreme Court and violate its own plighted ~ 48

word that it would abide by the verdict of the Court and pay
bonus to the employees according to the earlier agreement.
Through the Ordinance, the Government hys usurped authori-
lartan powers to impose on the employees whatever wages and
conditions of work it arbitrarily decides, denying the employees
any say regarding the conditions under which they work, their

*Published in "PEOPLE'S BDEMOCRACY", New Delht. Fehruary {3, 1981,
TThe Central Committee's Communique is given under ltem No. 33 of this Volume.
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deht to collective bargaining Elll'ld their. rig!il to approach F:ourts
f{i justice. Even their organisation, which in the past hus_ fought
and defended their living standards, has been rgdered redandant
qince the Ordinance deprives 1t of any say in the matters of
;;a]aries and conditions of service of the employees.. The
bl‘dil]ﬁfl{:& 1s an open declaration by the Government that it does
ﬁot accord with sancuty to settlements and agreements that have
been signed.

Though directed at the moment against the LIC employee:ﬂ,. the
()rdinun::e presages similar attacks on the wages andlcpndltlons
of all employees, all those who are descrlt?ed as "high-wage
islands" and ultimately against the entire working class. The rules
framed and announced under the Ordinance in regard to dearness
allowance and bonus in the LIC indicate the kind of savage attack
planned on the emoluments of cmployees. The C.C. congratulqtes
the LIC employees for the stiff resistance they are alrcady _puttmg
up o the Ordinance and calls on them to strengthen their unity
and organisation to defeat this monstrous measure. It calls upon
all trade union organisations to take 1t as their common tgsk 1o
defeat this Ordinance, as every worker, every cmployee, 1s the

- Government’s target.

Coming as it does in the wake of the National Security %&{:t, the
denigration of the Judiciary, the campaign for a Presidential
formh of Government, the attacks on the freedom of the Press
and the mounting repression on all agitations and movements,
the Ordinance constitutes yet another milestone on the ll‘OEld to
Emergency rule. It becomes the common tz?sk‘of all parties and
groups and individuals opposed to authoritarianism, all those who
cherish democracy, to stand by the workers and employees and
denounce and defeat this Ordinance.

(b} On Loco Struggle o

The Central Committee of the Communist Party qf India
Marxist) is shocked to witness the manner in Whi(.fh the
Government of India has unleashed a calculated and.dellberate
Ulack on the loco running staff, unjustly refusing to implement
the agreement arrived at with them in August 1973, The
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C.C. strongly protests against this anti-working class policy {}f
the Government and condemns it for the ruthless repression let
loose on the locomen, ncluding the use of the obnoxious §
National Security Act, contrary to all promises that it would be |
used only against the antt-social elements. The C.C, {,onglatuldtes
the locomen all over the country who are in the midst of a bltter
struggle i defence of their just demands.

More than seven ycars after the 1973 agreement, there is E-.tl“

no ten-hour duty for the loco staff. Though a Loco Running Staff
Grievance Committec had been set up, it has been made §
infructuous by the authorities, barring the way to any n%otlated
settlement of the demands. Though restructuring of pay scales
was agreed to, that also has not been implemented.

While the agreement thus remains non-implemented, the §

working conditions have sharply deteriorated, age-old prwlleges
earned through years of struggle are being withdrawn. Any
protest 1s met with victimisation. In a further attack, in Talcher, §
where women were raped by anti-social elements in the Rar]way
Colony, protesting workers were victimised. The authorities thus §
forced the present agitation on the loco running stafl all over the‘
country. In addition to repression and use of the Territorial An’ny
the authorities are recruiting retired and inexperienced persons 10
keep the trains moving. As a result accidents are on the mcrease

and the lives of passengers are in peril.

The C.C. considers it unfortunate that a section of the
leadership of the recognised Federations of raillway workers 1S
opposing this just struggle of the loco running staff. The C.C.

calls on all organisations of railway workers to rally to the
support of the loco running stafl who are fighting against
violation of agreemenis and victimisations. It calls upon all the 3

working people, all democratic forces to extend all support to the 1

fighting locomen.

The C.C. calls on the Government of India to end the
repression on the locomen forthwith and open talks with the

All-India Loco Running  Staff Association to redress theil .

grievances and scttle their demands.
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(©) Public Sector Strike | | |

The Central Committee of thc Communist Party ot India
(Marxist) conveys its greetings to the 125,000 employees of the
gangalore-based public sector industries such as HMT. BEL,
BEML, ECIL and others, who have been on Strlle.: since
December 29, 1980, demanding parity of wages with the
employees of BHEL. This just demand arises out of the provision
i their agreement that the management would give a wage- -Tise
(o these employees if any public sector undertaking gave wages

higher than provided in their agreement.

Though the BHEL agreement was signed n J;nuury 1980, _the
managements did not negotiate with the trade unions lh? ques?mr‘l
of wage-rise (o the employees in the Bangalore-hasgd mflustnes.
After waiting {or over nine months the trade unions 1n these
industrics were left with no alternative but to prepare [or an
indefinitc strike to win their demand.

The Central Government has disowned any responsibility of
implemcnting the relevant provisions of the agreement and once
again shown utter disregard to the commitments solemnly made
il;i acrcements with the unions. The offer of the Government to
refer the dispute to arbitration or a lribum}l cannot be lakc}n
seriously by the trade unions in the wake of the Goverm‘nent S
refusal to honour the Supremc Court judgement reﬁla.tmg o
the employees of the LIC. C.M. Stephen, Union anlstcr of
Communications, has made several statements which haxje
considerably brought down the credibiity of the Government n
regard 1o implementing the commitments given to the workers.

The Central Committee condemns the repressionﬁ on the
workers in Bangalore and Hyderabad resulting in the killing and
Injuring of scveral workers.

Despite the complete strike continuing for 45 days resuliting m
a4 loss of production of Rs. 100 crores, the Government took an
ddamant stund during the negotiations on February 7 and 8 in
New Delhi as a result of which no scttlement could be arrived at.
Lven  the INTUC leaders found the Government offer
"haceeptable which clearly shows its frivolous nature.
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The Central Committee of the CPI(M) fully supports the
central trade wnions and the unions in the Banga]ore—bdsed
industries in their decision to continue the strike til] theu'
demands are met. The C.C. appeals to the working class and trade 5
unions of all affiliations to rally in support of the workers in the 5;
Bangalore-based industries 5o that the Government is forced to

concede their just demands.

The Central Committee of the CPIM) calls on the __;ft
Government to realise that its wage-freeze policy will not be 4
accepted by the working class. It demands that the Governmeng'id
restart negotiations with the trade unions on the basis of the,’i-'
proposals made by the workers so that the long-drawn strike j i

settled without any further delay.

(d) Bangalore Circus Fire

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Indig 3

(Marxist) expresses its deep sense of shock and sorrow at theg
large number of deaths, mostly of school children, in the trdgl
circus blaze in Bangalore. Many seriously injured people arg F._
fighting for their survival in hospitals. ]

The C.C. extends its sympathy and deepfelt condolences to th
- griet-stricken families of the dead and injured. Tt demands th
the Government pay adequate compensation to them.,

35

Central Committee’s Appeal for
Rupees Five-Lakh Fund*®

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) has decided to launch a fund drive for collecting
Rs. five lakhs to its central fund. This is necessary for meeting
the annual expenditure on the normal organisational work of

the Party.

The State, district and lower committees of the Party too,
requirc funds for their organisational expenditure. The State
Committees would, therefore, be collecting for their own funds
over and above the quotas which they pay to the Central
Committee’s fund. The C.C. appeals to all members of the Party
to do their utmost to make the fund drive completely successful.
It appeals to all members and friends of the Party to contribute
liberally to the fund.

Members and friends of the Party are aware of the decision
adopted by the Party at its all-India Plenum on Organisation of
the Party and to streamline its ideological and organisational
work. The Plenum, as is known, was a continuation of the Tenth
Congress held about a year earlier which laid down the line of
building the unity of Left and democratic forces and developing a
broad platform of struggle against authoritananism. The
discharging of these tasks it was pointed out at the all-India
Plenum on Organisation, "demands an unprecedented growth in
the organisations and struggles of all sections of the working
People in the movements of all these who are interested in the
Pleservation of the country’s freedom and democracy. A rapid
§Towth in the number and unity of the fighting working class, the

m—

*Published in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Deihi, March &, 1981.
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"

peasantry and the other sections of the working people as well as |
of the patriotic and democratic elements in all classes, strata of
society, is the basis and essence of the Left and democratic front", §
The Plenum went on: "This in its turn requires an €normous j
growth in the strengthening of the Party of the working 3
class—the number of its members in different States, the militant 3?’
activity in which they are engaged, their unity with all other §
anti-imperiahist, anti-feudal, anti-monopoly and democratic
forces. Lakhs of new members drawn into the trade unions, Kisan 3
Sabhas and other organisations of the working peoples, tens of
thousands of active cadres working in these fighting {
organisations and drawn into the ranks of the Party of the j
working class; an uninterrupted process of educating the new and §
re-educating the old members of the Party; a system of j
inter-relationship between higher and lower units of the Party as §
well as within each unit on the basis of the revolutionary §
principles of democratic centralism—these are the essential
pre-requisites for the role to be played by the Party of the
working class. The Political Resolution of the Tenth Congress
therefore, calls for the expansion of the Party in a big way.' ]
Although the work of carrying out the decision of the Tenth §
Congress and the all-India Plenum started in right earnest in thﬁ;
first-half of 1979, it was interrupted by the political crisis that 3
broke out in the middle of July 1979. It could be resumed only ]
after June 1980 when the January eclections to the Lok Sabha and 3
the May elertions to the nine State Assemblies were over, We
are, therefore, behind schedule in the implementation of the Party
Congress and Plenum decisions. The C.C., at its meeting just 4
concluded, has decided to complete the process by the end of
June this year and then to start the work of preparing for the §
Eleventh Congress.
Even in spite of this interruption, the Central Committee could
successfully complete some of the tasks that had been laid down. -}
The central organ of the Party in Hindi was started within less
than two months after the all-India Plenum was over. This has
now been followed by the starting of the fortnightly organ of the
Party in Urdu. One Central School for lcading cadres from all the - -3
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gtates in English, another for the cadre from the Hindi-speaking
Grates in that language, and a third for Party members working
among the students, were conducted in this period. The P.B. 1s
1Jso trying to give more systematic guidance to the work of the
party in various States and in various fronts. The OState
Committees, too, have started paying attention to the problems of
anity of action with all other Left and democratic and other
anti-authoritarian  forces, developing mass struggles and
consolidating mass organisations, etc. The P.B. and C.C., as well
15 the State Committees, are conscious of the vanious failings and
short-comings that have cropped up in the course of all this work.
The C.C. reviewed all this and decided on the ways and means of
consohdating the advance registered and removing the failings
revealed in the course of the work by the Central and State
leaderships of the Party. On the basis of this review, it was found
that 2 minimum of five months more 1s required to complete the
work that began immediately after the all-India Plenum on
Organisation.

It would, however, be acknowledged by all—friends as well as
opponents of the Party—that though the time schedule fixed has
been upset, the Party has successfully intervened in the pohtical
developments that have taken place in this period. The
realignment of political forces 