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Introductory Note

This Volume (Volume No. XX VI) is the last Volume of this series
and includes documents of the Communist Movement in India
during the most eventful years of 1997 and 1998.

.The political developments in India during 1997 and 1998 were
most portentious and of far-reaching consequences. The first United
Front Government was saddled in power at the Centre with
H.D. Deve Gowda as the Prime Minister with support of the
Congress(I) from outside. The Congress(I), under the leadership
of Sri Sitaram Kesri, suddenly withdrew support and laid claim
to form the government although it did not have the requisite
number of MPs 1n the Lok Sabha. Later as a face-saving device, it
agreed to continue support to United Front if Sri Deve Gowda was
replaced. In order to continue the government the United Front
had to accept this unreasonable demand and chose Shri 1.K. Gujral
as the Prime Minister. After sometime once again the Congress(I)
withdrew support most irresponsibly demanding the removal of
the DMK ministers on the false ground that the Jain Commission
had made some observations implicating the DMK in Rajiv
Gandhi’s murder. The United Front Government refused to accept
this unjustified demand leading to its resignation and General
Elections for the Lok Sabha in March 1998. The communal BJP
emerged as the single biggest party. It could form a government of
18 parties with its opportunist alliance. This posed a serious threat
to unity, democracy and secularism in India.

This United Front Government, which for the first time came to
power at the Centre in India, was a novel experiment in so far as it
was a combination of secular and Left and democratic parties and
it was committed to implement the ‘Common Minimum
Programme’ (CMP) agreed upon by the constituent parties.
A Steering Committee and a Core Committee were set up to guide
this government. Whilst it played some positive role in some
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spheres, some negative features developed particularly in regard
to economic policies.

The documents contained in this Volume (Volume No. XXVI)
will reveal before its readers the correctness of the stand taken by
the CPI(M) on these developments. The political reports and
resolutions adopted by the Central Committee of the CPI(M) during
these two years will confirm how correctly our Party assessed the
outcome of these political developments in India and how seriously
CPI(M) directed its policies and all its activities to fight agamnst
the attacks on secularism and democracy in India and confront
pro-imperiahst and the anti-people and non-secular policies of the
BJP-led Government, now in power.

The Central Committee of our Party, in its meeting held in
Calcutta on December 21-22, 1997, correctly assessed the role and
intentions of the BJP in 1998 Lok Sabha elections and said in the

document adopted in this meeting (vide Document No. 85 of this
Volume):

“The BJP1s trying to do everything to emerge as a major

force, 1if not getting majority, and is developing alliances
with regional parties.”

The results of 1998 Lok Sabha eléctions confirmed the
correctness of the assessment of the Central Committee of our Party.
So, we were not caught unaware when BJP-led Government was
formed in April, 1998 with the active support and participation of
17 other regional and small parties.

The main strength behind BJP is RSS and its (RSS) frontal
organizations viz. VHP, Bajrang Dal etc. The success of BIP in
March 1998 Lok Sabha elections, in raising its strength in the
Lok Sabha from 161 to 180 seats, was in reality the success
of RSS and its frontal organizations. It was very clearly stated
in the document of our Central Committee adopted in its meeting

on December 21-22, 1997 (vide Document No. 85 of this
Volume) that:

“The BJP has a well oiled apparatus with the RSS at its
core. It has many fronts which compliment and
supplement each other like the VHP, Bajrang Dal etc.
and its allies like the Shiv Sena which has the same
ideological approach. Its standard slogan remains that
of temples with the slogan of Hindutva which at times
It tries to cover up with various other slogans including
that of Swadesh, self-reliance etc. Simultaneously they
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are supporting the IMF-World Bank dictated policies.
With the disintegration of the Congress sections of the
big business, who do not want the Left to play a
significant role, has started supporting the BJP. They
do not have any dearth of money and they have the
support from certain imperialist countries particularly
America.”

The BJP-led Government has been a total failure during the last
9 months. It lost State Assembly elections in Delhi, Rajasthan
(where it was in power) and in Madhya Pradesh (where the
Congress(I) was in the government).

The Pokhran nuclear blasts undertaken by the BJP-led
Government, purported to create an impression that this
government is a strong government and thereby to cover up the
failures and deficiencies of this government, proved to be a
wreckless gamble and created a situation of isolation for India
internationally. The BJP-led Government is now trying to woo the
imperialist powers, particularly the US imperialism, by giving
them various concessions which will ensure greater penetration of
multinational companies in Indian economy. The proposed move
to change the Indian Patent Act and introduction of Insurance
Regulation Authority Bill are some of the mechanism adopted by
this government to please the imperialist powers.

Not only that, this BJP-led Government is carrying on secret
negotiation with the US Government with a view to compromising
India’s declared stand on the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT). The attacks on the minorities under the BJP-led
Government reveal its real character and confirm the
apprehensions of all democratic-minded people of India that BJP
is set to destroy the age-old Indian tradition of tolerance of all
religions. Thus, in its bid to establish ‘Hindu Rashtra’, the
BJP-led Government is dead set to destroy the foundations of
secularism and democracy of the Indian Constitution. The most
brutal attacks on the Christians in Guijarat recently by the Hindu
chauvinists foretell the great danger ahead of us if BJP continues
to remain in government.

It was very correctly formulated in the ‘Political Resolution’

adopted by the 16th Congress of the CPI(M), held in Calcutta on
October 5-11, 1998, that:

“The formation of the Vajpayee Government is part of
the continued rightward shift in Indian politics which
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began a decade ago. The BJP has grown stronger w?th
an icreased percentage of votes and seats. With its allies
it has added on more than 60 seats since the previous
election. The growth of the BJP is accompanied by the
continuing decline of the Congress Party. The erosion
of the Congress has resulted in a shift in class terms of
considerable sections of the big bourgeois-landlords in
favour of the BJP. It is this shift towards the reactionary
party with a communal platform that has brought about
a major change in the situation.

(Ref: Document No. 154 of this Volume)

While ‘the BJP-led Coalition Government has quickly
abandoned its “swadeshi” platform’, it is encouraging
“liberalization” as its main plank of economic policy and a large
number of Public Sector Units are being closed throwing tens of
thousands of workers out of employment. The main aim of this
policy orientation is to please the imperialist powers, particularly
the US imperialism on which we are becoming more dependent.
The ‘Political Resolution’ of the 16th Congress of the CPI(M) has

very clearly categorized the purpose of this ‘liberaltsm’ of the BJP-
led Government in the following lines:.

“Under liberalization, the process of dismantling of the
public sector is on, completely reversing the basis of
self-reliant development in post-independent India. This
will remove the only bulwark the country has against
domination by imperialist capital. It hands over virtually
free to the foreign and Indian monopolists assets which
were created by the people with great sacrifice. The
experience of the last few years shows that proceeds
from the sale of PSU shares have been used for bridging
the budget deficit and not for modernization and
upgradation of the PSUs. The BJP Government’s policy
of privatization of the oil industry and opening up the
mineral reserves for explottation by multinational
mining companies is most harmful for the country’s
interests as it feads to the looting of its exhaustible
natural resources.”

(Ref: Document No. 154 of this Volume)

The BJP-led Government has also negated the accepted norms
of the policy of non-alignment followed by India in its bid t0
please the imperialist powers and the consequence of this
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surrendering role 1s far-reaching. It was very clearly pointed out
by our Party in the Communique issued following the Central
Committee Meeting held in New Delhi on August 20-21, 1998
(vide Document No. 140 of this Volume) that:

“The Central Committee of the CPI(M) strongly
denounced the endorsement given by the BJP-led
Government to US imperialist brazen military attacks
in Sudan and Afghanistan. India, over the last half a
century, has firmly opposed all imperialist military
interventions that violate the sovereignty of independent
nations. The BJP-led Government has thoroughly and
completely exposed itself as one upholding the interests
of US imperialism violating the overwhelming anti-
imperialist sentiments of the Indian people.”

The present situation is a great turning point in the contemporary
Indian politics. Every patriotic Indian is confronted with the
question—if the BJP-led Government continues to remain in power,
what will be the future of secularism and democracy in India?
How the country can avert the disunity that follows from the aims
and policies of the BJP-led Government?

The “Political Resolution’ adopted by the 16th Congress of the

CPI(M) very correctly and clearly enunciated the task before our
Party in the following lines:

“In the present situation, the struggle against the BJP-
RSS combine and the communal forces assume utmost
importance. There must be a proper appreciation of the
danger posed by a communal party holding the reins of
State power. The Party will have to make the fight
against these forces its central task in the coming days.

In the present conditions, the struggle against the
communal forces, their designs to disrupt national unity
and the democratic movement assume importance. This
can be done only on the basis of a broadbased
mobilization. The efforts to forge and strengthen the
third alternative, in electoral terms, will have to be
renewed. While there is no question of an alliance, or
United Front with the Congress with its present policies,
efforts must be made to reach out to its mass following

which has a sizeable section of people adhering to
secularism.”
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“In order to advance the struggle to isolate the
communal forces and to resist the attacks on the
livelihood of the people, it is necessary to project a third
alternative despite the setback to the United Front in
the last elections. The forging of a third alternative is
still relevant. The reforging of the unity of all the Left,
democratic and secular forces to meet the immediate
situation is essential. The formation of the third
alternative is a continuing struggle.”

(Ref: Document No. 154 of this Volume)

The documents contained in this Volume will convince its readers
that our Party, the Communist Party of India (Marxist), 18
determined to use all its strength and all its resources to unite all
Left and democratic and secular forces to create the THIRD
ALTERNATIVE which alone can combat the present dangers and
help to preserve the unity and democracy and secularism in India
and stimulate the entire people of our country to step into the next
century with robust optimism of building a united and prosperous
India based on democracy, secularism and ultimately a society free
from exploitation.

With the publication of this Volume the present series of the
‘Documents of The Communist Movement'in India is complered.
It includes twenty-six volumes covering documents of a period
of eighty-two years—from 1917 to 1998. It was a stupendous task
completed by our comrades within a span of 20 months. On behalf
of the Editorial Board I thank each and every one of our comrades
who have worked in this project and ensured publication of these
volumes in a record time. I also thank the employees and
managements of the printing units who have made tireless efforts
to bring out these volumes and make this project a successful one.

These volumes will fulfil the needs of the historians, scholars,
political workers and thinkers and research workers and will remain

useful for such people for a long long time. I hope, these volumes

will be considered as a great work by the contemporary people as
well as by the posterity.

1 Rase

Calcutta, (JYOTI BASU)
January 11, 1999, Chief Editor
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Foreword

The documents contained in this Volume covering the period 1997
and 1998 will reveal before its readers that the political
developments during these years in India were of far-reaching
consequences and it was a major turning point in the contemporary
political history of this country.

These documents will also reveal how seriously the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) carried on its struggle to build massive
unity of the Left and democratic and secular forces to fight against
the most disruptive and reactionary communal forces in order to
defend democracy, secularism and unity of India.

The Indian National Congress, now Congress(I), which was in
power at the Centre for nearly 45 years since independence, lost
its support base for wrong policies pursued by it and most blatant
involvement in various types of corruptions and initiation of the
policy of liberalization in subservience to the imperialist powers
and itcreated a situation when it was no more possible for a single
political party to form a government at the Centre on its own
strength. It was in this background that the general elections
to Lok Sabha was held in 1996 when the first United
Front Government was formed at the Centre with support of
Congress(I) from outside. The BJP became the biggest party in
the Lok Sabha in 1996 elections and it was first called upon by the
President of India to form the government and they did form the
government to remain in office for 13 days only as they failed to
muster requisite support from other parties. Thereafter the United

Front Government was formed with Sri H. D. Deve Gowda as the
Prime Minister.
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But the first United Front Government headed by H. D. Deve
Gowda could not survive for more than 1 n}onths as th‘e
Congress(1), under the presidentship of Sri Suaram Kgsn,
suddenly withdrew support from this government on a pretentious
ground. The Congress(I) actually wanted to form a government
and so it wanted to withdraw support from the United Front
Government. When this created an uproar against the Congress (I
all over India, it revised its stand suggesting change of Prime
Minister for continuance of its support to the United Front
Government. These developments were recorded in detail in the
‘Report on Political Developments since the Last Central
Committee Meeting’, adopted by the Central Committee of our
Party in its meeting held on May 12-14, 1997, where it was stated

“The Polit Bureau held consultations about the stand to

be taken to meet the sitaation. In the Steering Committee

our Party took a firm position and came out with the

suggestion that thete should be no question of change

of leadership, no coalition with the Congress and that
the United Front should remain ynited LLhis-tvas,
supported even by those whe had certaip reservations.
This was followed by discussions with several Congress
leaders. It was evident that the dominant section of the
Congress was insisting on change of eader of the United
Front to distupt its unity. On Aprit 3 and 4 a special
meeting of the PB was called to discuss the situation
and it endorsed the stand taken by the Party Centre.”

“The President in the meanwhile asked Deve Gowda to
seek a confidence vote in the Lok Sabha on April 11,
After three 10 four days the Congress president himself
came forward with the proposal that he will be content
with change of leader of the United Front and that he is
prepared to withdraw his letter to the Presideat staking
claim to form the government.”

“However, after the vote of confidence the situation
changed. While the Congress pasty was in no position
to form the government unless it could acquire support
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from sections of the United Front, this was not possible
as no one could leave the United Front at this stage as
the people would not tolerate such a defection. The
BJP was also not in a position to muster enough strength
to get a majority. The whole emphasis of the non-Left
United Front partners including a majority of the Janata
Dal MPs was to form a government under a new leader
with the Congress support. When the Janata Dal
leadership itself decided in favour of change of
leadership and no partner of the United Front barring
the Left and the AGP was prepared to go in for elections,
the Left had to yield on the question of change of
leadership for the sake of the unity of the United Front.”

(Ref: Document No. 26 of this Volume)

After the exit of Deve Gowda Government a new United Front
Government was formed with I. K. Gujral as the Prime Minister
and the Congress(I) supported it from outside. But the Congress(I)
again withdrew its support from the Gujral Government leading
to a fresh Lok Sabha elections in March, 1998. These important
developments were properly recorded in the ‘Note on Presdnt
Political Developments and Election Tactics’, adopted by the
Central Committee of our Party 1n its meeting held in Calcutta on_
December 21-22, 1997, where 1t was stated:

“The Jain Commission submitted its interim report to
the government about two months back. It was natural
that a demand arose for a discussion on the report. But
a section of Congress was feeling that this report can
help them to rehabilitate the party among the people
and they would be able to derive mileage in elections.”

“The Congress party demanded that the report be tabled
in Parliament on the first day of the winter session. Our
Party also raised the same demand. The Congress
Working Committee which met on 9th of November,
welcomed the decision of the government to table the
report. But certain Congressmen began ratsing the
question of removal of DMK ministers from the
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Union Cabinet. According to them the Jain Commussion
had indicted the DMK in the assassination of
Rajiv Gandhi. They were demanding action against the
DMK without waiting for the tabling of the report and
a discussion on it. They forced the Congress president
to convene the meeting of the parliamentary party which
adopted a similar resolution demanding the removal of
the DMK ministers.”

“Qur opinion was that priority be given to a discussion
on the misdeeds of the BJP in Uttar Pradesh where the
BJP clung to power by indulging in large-scale horse-
trading by luring defectors with ministerial berths and
money. In the 93-member jumbo sized cabinet, the BJP
has inducted all the defectors, many of them who have
criminal backgrounds. This action of the BJP was
condemned by the national press and had put the BJP
on the defensive. A discussion on this would have
exposed the BIP. It was suggested that after a discussion

on UP developments, the Jain Commssion feporeeshme
be taken up.”

“To break the deadlock the Congress president and the
Prime Minister wrote to each other. The Prime Minister
did his best to accommodate the Congress party without
yielding to the central issue of the removal of the DMK
ministers which on the basis of the report could not be
held responsible for the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi.
But the Congress was bent upon creating a crisis and
was not amenable to any reasonable solution.”

“Our Party had taken a principled stand in this crisis.
We rightly did not come out till the report of the
Commission was tabled. After studying the report, we
found the complete fallacy in the arguments of the
Congress and took a firm position to defend the unity
of the United Front. Though there were certain pressures
on the United Front to seek a compromise with the
Congress, the Left took a firm position which did not
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allow submitting to the dictates of the Congress or its
blackmail. We also told the United Front constituents
that since the Congress had raised the issue to a high
pitch and did not allow the functioning of Parliament,
it would not be able to go back on this issue and
hence the UF have to be prepared for the challenge.
Our Party therefore suggested that the Prime Minister
should submit his resignation and seek the dissolution
of the Lok Sabha because the people’s verdict is the
only solution.”

“After the withdrawal of support, the United Front Core
Committee met and considered submitting resignation
of the ministry. This was immediately followed by a
letter from all constituent parties to the President stating
that they will not support any government headed or
supported by the BJP or any Congress led government.
After the Prime Minister submitted his resignation a
delegation consisting of all parties of the UF met the
President and these letters were handed over to him
barring the way for the formation of a Congress or BJP-
led Government. The BJP began luring individual MPs
from some constituents of the UF apart from a huge
chunk from the Congress party. Certain monopoly
houses entered the fray. The machinery which was used
to carry out the operation in Lucknow was brought into
action here also. Things went to such a pass that a party
which talked of high “principles” was openly indulging
in horse-trading. Vajpayee came out openly inviting
MPs from other parties to cross over and enjoy the
benefits. He even stated that what will happen in
New Delhi will not be Lucknow type but New Delhi
style.”

(Ref: Document No. 85 of this Volume)
To.fully elaborate this complex situation these lengthy quotations
are given here.

~ The United Front Government was formed to ward off the danper
of BJP. But the manoeuvres of Congress(I) leading to fall of
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United Front Governments actually benefited the BJP inasmuch
as the BJP increased its strength in the Lok Sabha from 161 n

11996 to 180 in 1998. The BJP also formed the Government at the
Centre after the elections in March, 1998 by roping in majority
through most unprincipled alliances with several communal and
regional parties and they are now in the Union Government for
more than nine months.

The BJP is the political platform of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangha (RSS) and the BJP’s real strength lies in the strength of
RSS. The RSS has several other frontal organizations like VHE
Bajrang Dal etc. and all these frontal organizations worked i
unison in 1998 Lok Sabha elections, as in previous elections, foi
the success of BJP candidates.

The main intention of the RSS is to establish ‘Hindu Rashtra’ it
India and the BJP is working for it assiduously though the Bl
leaders are camouflaging it by giving diversionary statements fron
time to time to create the impression as if the BJP is a separat
organization and it is committed to democracy and secularism.

It is true that the BJP-led coalition Govermmentat i€ CEMme i
a motley combination of 17 other parties with different views an
aims but one must not overlook the fact that the BJP is the leadin
and dominant guiding force of this coalition and other constituent
are not in a position now to oppose the BJP on major policy matten
So, the BJP is trying to consolidate its position through this coalitio
government and thus fulfil the objective of the RSS.

The danger of communal threats have increased followin
the formation of the BJP-led coalition government at th
Centre and itis very clearly analyzed in the ‘Political Resolution
adopted in the 16th Congress of the CPI(M) held in Calcutta o
October 5-11, 1998 wherein it is stated:

“The build up of the communal threat since the BJP-
RSS-VHP offensive on the Ayodhya issue has now
acquired a new dimension with the BIP-led government
at the Centre. What was being sought to be achieved
through injecting communal poison and arousing
communal feelings among the masses will be
supplemented by the use of State power and the
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penetration of the State apparatus by the RSS outfits.
The agenda of the BJP-RSS will now be sought to be
advanced through the government in both an overt and
covert manner. The “National Agenda” of the BJP and
its allies does not contain some of the key aims of the
Hindutva forces. The building of the temple at Ayodhya,
the abrogation of Article 370 and Article 30 which gives
protection to minorities and the imposition of a uniform
civil code are some of the measures which have been
kept outside the official agenda but which are being
pursued by other means.” '

“The RSS fronts like the Vishwa Hindu Parishad and
the Bajrang Dal are going ahead with their communal
agenda utilizing the advantage of having the BJP in
power at the Centre.”

(Ref: Document No. 154 of this Volume)

The most barbaric attacks on the Christian in Gujarat in -
December, 1998 and thereafter confirm the correctness of the
analysis of the ‘Political Resolution’ of the 16th Party Congress of
the CPI(M). The BJP is in the Government of the Gujarat State.
The most tolerant attitude of the Vajpayee Government shown in
this regard has earned the condemnation of the whole country.

The reactionary character of the BJP and the method adopted
by it to pursue and fulfil the aims of RSS are also very clearly
analyzed in the ‘Political Resolution’ adopted by the 16th Congress
of the CPI(M) in the following lines:

“Even in the “national agenda” the BJP is pushing for
those measures which will advance the aims of the RSS.
The nuclear tests and weaponization is one such step.
The other is the review of the Constitution which has
been promised both in the BJP election manifesto and
in the “national agenda”. Under the cover of making
a comprehensive review of the Constitution, the
BJP wants to legitimize the change of the present
parliamentary system and replace it with the presidential
form of government. Such a move will facilitate an
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authoritarian system, undermining the federal character
and trampling upon the rights of the states, which will
suit the RSS in its pursuit of a Hindu Rashtra.”

(Ref- Document No. 154 of this Volume)

The RSS believes in ‘unitary form of government’ and it is
totally against ‘federalism’. Its testimony wiil be found in the
writings of Guru Golwalkar in the ‘Bunch of Thoughts’. The BJP-
led Government at the Centre is fully committed to it and it cannot
be confused by the diversionary tactics adopted by the Vajpayee
Government to conceal its real motive in this sphere. The
‘Political Resolution’ of the 16th Party Congress of the CPI(M)
correctly analyzed the role of the BJP-led Government in this
direction in the following lines:

“Despite the facade of a coalition and alliance with many
state-based parties, the BJP’s talk of devolving more
powers to the states is deceptive. Its conception of more
powers to the state is confined only to the financial
sphere while n the political sphere it seeks to reduce
the role of state governments and force them to kowtow
to the Centre. The arbitrary use of Central teams
despatched to opposition ruled states to enquire into
the law and order situation illustrates this anti-federal
approach. The moment the BJP feels confident to go it
alone it will ride roughshod over the rights of states
especially those which have ruling parties politically
opposed to it. The promise to form smaller states
beginning with three new states is designed to break
the linguistic basis of states so that an authoritarian
Centre can dominate the smaller states.”

(Ref: Document No. 154 of this Volume)

Immediately after taking office the Vajpayee Government took
a deliberate decision to conduct nuclear tests at Pokhran, it
Rajasthan, on May 11 and 13, 1998 and this well calculated
jingoistic move was purported to increase the mass-support it
favour of RSS-BJP combination and give an impression that tht
BJP-led Government is capable of wielding power in the interest
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of the country. This was a deliberate reversal of the long-standing
nuclear policy followed by India in order to fulfil the chauvinistic
goal of RSS which was giving slogans for making India’s atom
bomb right from the 1950s. The letter written by Vajpayee to the
American President, Clinton, on the day of the nuclear tests ‘cited
the security threat from China as the main reason for India acquiring
nuclear weapons’. This letter became public in the United States
immediately and the Indian press also carried it. By doing so, the
Vajpayee Government damaged India’s relations with China which
had been improving since Rajiv Gandhi’s visit to China in 1983. It
began with statements by George Fernandes, the present Defence
Minister of the BJP-led Government, attacking China as the main
threat to India and making all sorts of wild charges. The targetting
of China was not accidental, it was motivated to ‘try and win favour
with the US by offering a strategic alliance against China’. The
objective behind the new nuclear policy of the BJP-led Government
was also to ‘adopt an aggressive anti-Pakistan position’ befitting
the communal stance of the RSS-BJP combination against the
Muslims.

This ‘irresponsible and adventurist policy of the BJP-led
Government has led to isolation of India internationally and the
image of India as the leader of the Non-Aligned Movement was
tarnished. It created an atmosphere of ‘nuclear arms race in the
subcontinent’ with Pakistan conducting its tests in response and
provided scopes for further interventions by the US imperialism
in the Indian subcontinent. Now, ‘while maintaining a facade of
firmness, the BJP Government is showing every sign of
succumbing to the pressures and trying for an unprincipled
compromise with the United States by signing the CTBT’. This is
the meaning of the secret Strobe Talbott-Jaswant Singh talks.

The Central Committee of our Party pointedly said in the ‘Report
on Political Developments since the April 1998 Centrat Committee

Meeting’, adopted in its meeting held in New Delhi on July 16-18,
1998, that:

“Signing of the CTBT at this stage will mean |
capitulation and giving up our principled objection to
the discriminatory nuclear regime. It will also mean that
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the Vajpayee Government after conducting an
aggressive nuclear policy has gained nothing by the
tests as the USA is not prepared to give India nuclear
weapon status which was what the BIP aimed for.”
(Ref: Document No. 130 of this Volume)

Thus, whatever the United Front Governments at the Centre had
achieved in improving relations with our neighbours as well as
with China, received a setback.

The documents contained in this Volume wiil confirm that our
Party, the CPI(M), while strongly opposing the sanctions imposed
on India by the USA after the nuclear tests in May, 1998, also
carried on consistent exposure campaigns against the irresponsible

and chauvinistic policies of the BJP-led Government in this sphere.
In economic policies the BJP-led Government has revealed 1its
all-out commitment to the policy of ‘liberalization’, initiated by
the Narasimha Rao Government, which has practically ruined the
Indian economy. This government has abandoned the facade of
‘swadesh1’ preached both by the BJP and the RSS and is showing
clear tendencies to woo the multinational companies and impertalist
powers, particularly the US imperialism, and the introduction of
the Patent Bill and the Bill on Insurance Regulation are the
indications as to how far this government wants to go to please the
imperialist powers and open unfettered penetration of the MNCs
in the vital economic sectors of India. The policy pursued by the
BJP Government in dismantling of the public sector and
privatization in o1l industry and ‘opening up the mineral reserves
for exploitation by the multinational mining companies’ is most
harmful to the country’s interests and it will drag the Indian
economy to a stage of domination by the imperialist capital. The
General Strike of December 11, 1998, most successtully observed
all over the country revealed the wrath and anger of the people of
Indra against the policies of the BJP-led Government and clearly
indicated that the people will not silently bear it.

The BJP has introduced in Indian politics new tenets of
immorality to remain in power, both at the Centre and also in the
states. The performance of Shiv Sena-BJP Government I
Maharashtra and its attitude to Srikrishna Commission’s Report
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the formation of Kalyan Singh Government in Uttar Pradesh and
organized defections shamelessly conducted by the BJP with
money power to manipulate majority in the Assembly, attacks on
Christians in Gujarat where BJP is running the State Government—
are some of the dark examples. The BJP can stoop very low and
can carry on any type of intrigue to remain in power. The
continuance of the BJP-led Government at the Centre are being
used by the State Governments, run by this party, in complete
subversion of democracy and secularism. The BJP-led Government
will ruin the future of India beyond redemption.

The democratic people of India are gradually realizing how
harmful are the policies of the BJP-led Government at the Centre.
The most abnormal rise in the prices of essential commodities
during the BJP-led Government, an unprecedented development
in independent India, has exposed the anti-people policies of this
government before the common people all over the country. The
opinion of the common people had its reflections in the massive
defeat of BJP and its allies in the recent Assembly elections in
Delhi, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh. In Dethi and Rajasthan BJP
was in the government. But there is no scope for complacency
that the danger of BJP will be over on its own.

The 16th Congress of our Party, held in Calcutta on October
5-11, 1998, gave a call to build up massive unity of the Left and
democratic and secular forces to fight against the danger posed by
"the BJP-led Government. The ‘forging of a third alternative’ with
all the Left and democratic and the secular forces is the clarion
call of the 16th Congress of the CPI(M) and it is a continuing
struggle to safeguard and protect democracy and secularism in India
and free the country from the menace of BJP-RSS combination.

The documents of the 16th Congress of the CPI(M), contained
in this Volume, will reveal before its readers how seriously CPI(M)
is striving to work out the real feasibility of the THIRD
ALTERNATIVE in order to combat the danger this country never
faced in 51 years of its independence. With confidence in the
ultimate victory of democracy and secularism, our Party, the
CPI(M), will tenaciously endeavour to build and strengthen the
THIRD ALTERNATIVE and unite all the Left and democratic and
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secular forces under its banner. We are now on the verge of
completion of this century and we will soon step into a new century
holding before us the promise of culmination of the united strug ggle
of the democratic and secular people of India to maintain and
preserve democracy and secularism 1n this ancient land and
generate enough strength through struggles to create a society free
from all types of exploitation.

This is the last Volume of the series of ‘DOCUMENTS OF THE
COMMUNIST MOVEMENT IN INDIA’ and thus it completes
documentation of Communist movement in India for 82 years in
26 Volumes, from 1917 to 1998. These documents are of great
historical values and reveal the most significant role played by the
Communists in Indian politics at every turn of events, before
independence and after independence, for liberation of man from
class exploitation, for freedom and for democracy and secularism.
The Communists made immense contributions in the struggle for
the nights of workers, peasants and the toiling masses and carried
on consistent campaigns for achieving socialism in our country—
which alone can eliminate all types of class explouatlom Juo these
struggles the Communists sacrificed their lives in hundreds and
braved imprisonment and most brutal tortures and the people of
India remember them. .

The publication of these Volumes was an enormous job,
splendidly done by the Comrades of the West Bengal State
Committee of our Party in record time and I congratulate them
from the core of my heart for this great achievement. These Volumes
contain vital parts of the contemporary political history of Indu
and will be treated as a great treasure by all who would b

concerned about the past, present and future of India.

Hocbedioen K eyt
(HARKISHAN SINGH SURIJEET)

New Delhi, Generul Secretary
January 11, 1999 Communist Party of India (Marxist)
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CPI(M) On Joint Airline Venture*

Statement Dated January 7, 1997 Issued by The
Polit Bureau of The Communist Party of India
(Marxist)

It is surprising that the Foreign Investment Promotion Board(FIPB)
has cleared the proposed Tata-Singapore joint venture to set up a
domestic airline. This approval goes against the stated position of
the minister for civil aviation that foreign participation in domestic
airlines will not be permitted. It is also contrary to the view of the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Civil Aviation which had
studied the question.

The FIPB clearance has to be approved by the Cabinet Committee
on Foreign Investment. The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) wishes to
draw the attention of the government that this joint venture would
be a major departure from the policy so far adopted not to allow
foreign investment into the domestic airlines sector. There is no
reason whatsoever for this policy to be changed. The Polit Bureau
requests the Union Cabinet not to reverse this stand.

*Published 1n “PEOPLE’'S DEMOCRACY?”, New Delhi, January 12, 1997.



CPI(M) On Meerut Massacre
of Dalits*

Statement Dated January 8, 1997 Issued by The
Polit Bureau Demanding Arrest of Culprits

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the brutal
massacre of six persons belonging to the Dalit community in Meerut
district of Uttar Pradesh by an armed gang on the night of January 5.
According to reports, six persons including a 15-year-old boy from
the villages of Pali and Ikwara in the Hastinapur region of the district
were accosted by members of a local gang and hacked to death.
The SHO at Hastinapur police station has been suspended.
Though an FIR was lodged naming the members of the gang
and Rs. one lakh announced for clues leading to the killers, the
gang leader Karori Gujjar and his henchmen have yet to be arrested.
Meanwhile, there is growing tension in the entire region and fears
of a caste war between members of rival communities breaking
out. In Fhis background, it is imperative that the district authorities
immediately arrest the culprits and take precautionary measures to
prevent any further escalation of violence. The CPI(M) demands
that the Uttar Pradesh administration take all necessary steps to
defuse the tension in Hastinapur and neighbouring areas, provide
a sense of security to the Dalit community which is gripped by

fear, and ensure that caste tension does not spread to other parts of
the state.

‘I;a?:-;ts)’h;l:led ih “PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY“, New Dflh!, January ]2’ 1997.
ong to the lowest rung of the “caste system’ of the Hindus in India.
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CPI(M) Polit Bureau's Communique
On Observance of Protest Week
During February 1-7, 1997*

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M), following its two-day meeting,
has given a call for a PROTEST WEEK against price rise from
February I 10 7, 1997, and called upon all Party units throughout
the country to observe this week through mass mobilization and
protest actions. The week will focus attention on the spiralling prices
of foodgrains, especially wheat and atta, and warn against the
proposed hike in the prices of petroleum products and levy sugar.
It will also reiterate the CPI(M)'s long-standing demand for
strengthening the PDS.

Apart from the issue of price rise, the Polit Bureau expressed
serious concern at the continuation of the economic policies of the
Rao regime which include dismantling the public sector,
disinvesting PSU shares, allowing indiscriminate entry to foreign
companies and opening out the insurance sector. It expressed full
support for the protest actions being undertaken by trade unions
and other mass organizations against these measures.

The Polit Bureau also urged the United Front Government to
implement the positive aspects of the Common Minimum
Programme such as distribution of foodgrains at half the issue
price, comprehensive legislation for agricultural workers, one-third
reservation for women, increased allocation for health, education
elc.

In reply to questions at a Press conference, January 14 afternoon,
the CPI(M) General Secretary, Harkishan Singh Surjeet, said the

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, January 19, 1997.
This was released by the Polit Bureau of CPI(M) following its the meeting held
on January 12-13, 1997 in New Delhi.



4 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

Party's strong criticism of some of the UF Government's policies
did not mean that the CPI(M) was trying to dissociate itself from
the government.“Not at all, there is no question of dissociating
from the government, it was not on the agenda at all. On the
contrary, we want to strengthen the United Front Government
through strengthening the Left, democratic and secular forces ",

Asked why the CPI(M) was not joining the government in order
to strengthen it, Surjeet replied, “We feel we are more useful outside
We can take up issues concerning the peaple and we can be much
more vigilant. We are fulfilling our role to the people much better
by being outside”.

He said it was not true that the CPI(M) saw only negative features
in the UF Government. The government had several major
achievements to its credit— the radical change in Centre-state
relations with no state facing any interference or discrimination of
any kind was a major departure from before. The resolution of the
Kashmir problem was another big achievement which could not
have been achieved under a Congress regime which always had 8
narrow partisan approach instead of one in national interest. The
historic treaty with Bangladesh was another major achievement.
He emphasized that while the CPI(M) was critical of the
government's policies which went against the interests of the people,
it was not blind to its many achievements either.

Regarding the periodic threats meted out by the Congress Party
under Sitaram Kesri of withdrawing support from the government,
he said, “This government will last whatever Sitaram Kesri says.
Why don't you ask them: are they prepared to face elections? They
are not. 1 am satisfied that this government will continue. My
concern is different; my concern is that the maximum things are
done for the common people so that we can justify our support and
strengthen the government and the Left, secular and democratic
forces™. ' .

o e gy
the CPLJD and Jab etections W{zere the CPI(M) along with
» JD ana Samajwadi Party will fight both the Congress(I)

and the ;4kali Dal-BJP combine. He also referred to the periodic

t
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crises being faced by the BJP in state after State and said now it
was crystal clear that the BJP had no principles except the principle
of somehow staying in power. The contradiction between the upper
casteist Hindutva outlook and the aspirations of the backward and
scheduled castes within the party was one of the key causes for the
deep-rooted crisis of the BJP, he said.

The text of the Polit Bureau communique follows.

Observe Anti-Price Rise Week

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its serious concern at
the continuous price rise, especially of food items.The sharp
increase in the prices of wheat and atta with stocks disappearing
due to hoarding by big traders is creating immense hardships for
the people.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) therefore demands that the
United Front Government pay urgent attention to arrest this price
rise by strengthening and expanding the public distribution system
by distributing 14 essential commodities.

The export of foodgrains should not be considered until adequate
supply for the domestic market is ensured and the efforts at
procurement must be strengthened. Effective steps against the
hoarders must be immediately taken and stocks unearthed.

The Polit Bureau also expresses its serious concern at the reports
of an impending hike in the petroleum prices. Such a hike coming
soon after the earlier hike imposed by the United Front Government
will have a cascading effect on the overall price situation. The
inflationary process that this will set in motion will impose further
burdens on the people. The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) calls upon
the United Front Government to desist from such a move.

It is reported that the increase in the price of levy sugar is under
consideration. The CPI(M) calls upon the government to refrain
from such a move. : ’
~ Inview of all this, the Polit Bureau has given a call for a Protest

Week against price rise from 1st to 7th of February, 1997. All
CPI(M) units all over the country will observe this week through
mass mobilization and protest actions on the above issues.
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Economic Policies

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expressed serious concern at
the fact that there has been no reversal of the ruinous economic
policies of the Rao regime. The pursuance of these policies is
resulting in growing discontent amongst the people. This is in direct
conflict with the Indian people’s cherished goal of building a self-
reliant economy. The continuation of the Narasimha Rao
Government’s approach of dismantling the public sector, cutting
their budgetary support and starving them of orders is heaping
miseries on the workers. The announcement of expanding the list
of automatic entry of foreign capital to more industries and raising
their equity to 74 per cent in some cases constitutes a serious erosion
of the self-reliant basis of our economy. Even the FICCI and the
Assocham have expressed reservations on this score. The attempt
to privatize the insurance sector was seen on the last day of the last
Parliament session when the Insurance Regulatory Authority Bill
was introduced. The insurance employees have already gone on a
total one-day strike in protest against this. The CPI(M) opposes
this move and calls upon the United Front Government to refrain
from the efforts to privatize the insurance sector.

In protest against the deteriorating economic conditions, many
sections of the people have gone into actions. The Polit Bureau of
the CPI(M) endorses the call given by the National Platform of

Mz.lss Organizations against these measures, as also the call for a
strike by the public sector workers.

List Out Priorities

* The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) calls upon the United Front
Government to liskt out its priorities on matters concerning the
we‘lf.are of the people and the promises made in the Common
anmum Programme. The distribution of foodgrains at half the
issue price to peopl.e below the poverty line must be implemented
urggntly. The promises regarding the Bill for women’s reservation,
legislation for agricultural labour, implementation of land reforms
glectoral refgrms, increased allocation for education and health,

: 1mplemeptat10n of poverty alleviation schemes and many Othef;
must be implemented urgently. Additional resource mobilisation
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for this must be undertaken . The CPI(M) demands immediate action
to recover the whopping Rs.47,000 crore of outstanding bank loans.

The urgent need is to implement the long-standing promise of
establishing the institution of the Lokpal. The spate of exposures
of corruption by top bureaucrats and businessmen continues. It is
essential that all these cases are expeditiously investigated and
action taken against those found guilty. The Polit Bureau of the
CPI(M) strongly opposes any move to curb the work of the
investigating agencies such as the requirement for prior approval
to investigate ministers and ex-ministers. The Polit Bureau reiterates
that the purview of the Prevention of Corruption Act must not
exclude MPs and MLAs. No person can be absolved of being
accountable to the country and its people.

Punjab Elections

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) discussed the electoral strategy
to be adopted in Punjab in the forthcoming elections. In view of
the serious danger of the communal combination of the Akali Dal-
BJP alliance and the loss of credibility of the Congress, the Polit
Bureau decided to fight the elections with other Left, democratic
and secular forces, viz, CP], Janata Dal and Samajwadi Party.

Political Developments

The crisis within the Congress(I) continues. Though forced to
make changes in the leadership due to loss of credibility on
corruption charges, nowhere in the ongoing power struggle for
control of the party was there any meaningful debate of the need to
change the policies which led to the dismal defeat of the Congress
in the last general elections. As long as the Congress sticks to these
ham\fu! economic policies and does not show willingness to check
corruption amongst its leaders, it will not be able to regain the
mass support it has lost.

All efforts by the BIP to project itself as a “principled”,
“responsible” party have come to a nought. Following the Gujarat
debacle, the factional infighting in Madhya Pradesh and Delhi,
growing differences with Shiv Sena in Maharashtra and the serious
differences amongst its leaders in Uttar Pradesh has now come the
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crisis in Rajasthan. Underlining these developments is the serious
ideological and organizational crisis within the party. A narrow
upper caste dominated party based on acommunal ideology sought
to widen its base by appealing to the OBCs and the dalits. The
contradiction between the Hindutva outlook and the aspirations
of these sections, apart from the opportunistic power struggles is a
major factor for the divisions in the party.

In the background of these developments, the Polit Bureau of
the CPI(M) has reiterated the need to strengthen the United Front

and the unity of Left, democratic and secular forces to meet the
challenges posed by both those forces.

Central Committee Meeting

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) decided the Central Committee
will meet on 14,15 and 16 February, 1997 at New Delhi.



On Misleading Report Published
in Delhi Newspaper “Pioneer’”*

Statement Dated January 20, 1997 Issued by
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, General Secretary
of The Communist Party of India (Marxist)

The Pioneer of January 20, 1997 has carried a story on its front
page titled ‘Surjeet Also Asked PM to Rein In CBI'. The report is
misleading.

It is true that the CBI had called Ganesh Shankar Vidhyarthi for
interrogation on the plea that he had asked for an extension for one
of those involved in the fodder scam. Nothing could be found
against Ganesh Shankar Vidhyarthi by the CBI. In such cases, some
verification should be made before interrogating anybody and
giving unwanted publicity.

I have never approached the Prime Minister seeking to curb the
powers of the CBI. In fact, the CPI(M) has been demanding that
the government should not interfere in the functioning of the CBI
and give it a free hand to investigate matters of corruption.

The effort made to drag in my name is unwarranted.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, January 26, 1997.
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CPI(M) on Pay Commission Report™®

Statement Dated January 31, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The main thrust of the Fifth Pay Commission is to institute a drastic
reduction in government employment. The commission has
recommended a 30 per cent cut in the present strength of the work-
force in the next ten years and the abolition of 3.5 lakh vacant
posts. It has also proposed a freeze on further employment in the
lower categories, particularly class IV employees. The implications
are clear. The class IV employees are to be phased out and these
services privatized with contract jobs. While it is necessary to pay
due attention to increasing efficiency of the government services,
the continuing freeze on recruitment and the proposed cuts in
employment will affect services like the postal, telecommunications
and railways which require expansion and improvement in services.
This approach will exacerbate unemployment, a problem which
has been aggravated by the policy of liberalization. The United
Front Government cannot accept this basic recommendation which
goes against iFs commitment to generate more employment.
The report is lopsided in providing benefits to the employees as
a whole. The lower categories in services are provided lesser
benefits while some inessential allowances are made for the higher
categories of officers. The eligibility for bonus has been pe ged at
Rs. 4500 which undermines the gai pe
gain made by the employees

through their strike struggle recently. This ceiling must not be
accepted.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, February 9, 1997.




CPI(M) Opposes Sugar Price Hike*

Statement Dated February 11, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
disapproves the decision of the Government of India, hiking the
issue price of levy sugar distributed through the public distribution
system by Rs.1.45 per kg. This will further add to the acute
sufferings of the people on account of steep rise in prices of essential
commodities. It is further deplorable that this administered price
hike should have been resorted to, without taking into confidence
the Parliament which is due to meet in about a week.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, February 16, 1997.
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CPI(M) Opposes Union Government’s
Decision to Open up Coal Mining to
Private Sector*

Statement Dated February 12, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) condemns the decision of the Union
cabinet to open up coal mining to the private sector, and to
deregulate the pricing and distribution of up to ‘D’ grade non-
cooking coal, hard coke and soft coke from immediate effect. The
Polit Bureau considers that this is the preliminary step to privatize
the entire coal industry.

It is well-known that, prior to nationalization, the private sector
resorted to most unscientific methods of extraction, plundered the
mineral wealth of the country, which led to major accidents,
endangered the safety of workers and destroyed the environment.
The Union cabinet’s decision to open up the coal production to
private sector and deregulate prices will in due course restore the
pre-1973 anarchic conditions that prevailed in the industry, and
rise in coal price. Coal being a main source of energy, the decision
and its consequences will affect the development in all other sectors
of the economy, jeopardize the interests of the people and the lakhs

of wor'kers involved in the industry. The Polit Bureau demands
that this retrograde decision be rescinded.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, February 16, 1997.




CPI(M) Central Committee’s
Communique Issued After
Its Meeting in New Delhi on
February 14-16, 1997*

Announcing the CPI(M)’s decision to launch countrywide mass
struggles against the adverse impact of the economic policies being
pursued by the Deve Gowda Government, Harkishan Singh Surjeet
sharply criticized the present direction on the economic front.
Briefing the Press after the conclusion of the three-day Central
Committee meeting (February 14-16) in the capital, the CPI(M)
General Secretary said that the United Front Government’s
priorities on the economic front seem to have been turned upside
down. On the one hand, the government seems to be very keen on
implementing those aspects of the Common Minimum Programme
about which the Left always had reservations, and which are
essentially anti-people; on the other hand, those aspects are being
ignored which could bring some relief to the suffering masses.
Answering a volley of questions about the CPI(M) continuing
its support to the Deve Gowda Government in spite of its sharp
criticism of its economic policies, Surjeet explained that his Party,
is still very much in the United Front, as the basic political situation
in the country has not changed, and the threat of the communal
BJP trying to capture power at the Centre has not decreased. Hence
the CPI(M)’s continued participation in the United Front. At the
same time the CPI(M) will launch agitations and mobilize the
masses to put pressure on the present government so that it is forced
to change its policy priorities in a pro-people direction. Surjeet
also listed the issues on which the CPI(M) wants the government
to give top priority, as well as the proposed anti-people measures
that the Left would like the government to avoid. The CPI(M)

*Published in “PEOPLE’'S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, February 23, 1997.
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General Secretary recalled that some of the present government's
liberalization steps are being resented even by Indian industry.

Surjeet began the Press conference by scoffing at various
concocted Press stories about the acrimonious debate in the Central
Committee meeting on some statements of a senior Party leader.
The CPI(M) General Secretary said, “So far you have heard about
a Central Committee discussion that was not there. Now I am telling
you about the Central Committee discussion that did take place!”

Surjeet also briefed the Press about the serious situation that had
developed in Tripura due to extremist attempts to break the
exemplary tribal-non-tribal unity painstakingly built by the Party
over the years, and underlined the necessity of taking all possible
steps for meeting the extremist challenge to the unity of the people of
Tripura. He suggested that the Disturbed Areas Act would be invoked
in selected areas of the state to meet the extremist threat in Tripura.

Answering questions regarding the Congress Working
Committee’s announcement of altering its stance vis-a-vis the
United Front Government, from unconditional support to issue-
based support, Surjeet emphasized that this does not mean much.
Since the political situation has not changed, the Congress cannot
withdraw support. He characterized the Congress charge of the
United Front failing to cooperate with the Congress to check the
BJP as “frivolous”. Surjeet also emphasized that recent
developments do not signal any respite for the BJP also, which is
now facing growing inner-party fights in Rajasthan.

; l{he Central Committee communique issued on the occasion
ollows:

US Pressures

The Central Committee took serious note of the pressure being
mounted by the US administration on Russia not to sell two nuclear
reac.tors'to India. This is a continuation of the US efforts to curb
India’s independent nuclear technology policy. As in the CTBT
and other related issues which affect India’s security, the USA
seeks to browbeat India. ,
It is in such a situation that the fourth round of Indo-US

joint naval exercises are going to be held off the West Coast.
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Such military collaboration is totally unwarranted given the
negative role of the United States towards India’s security interests.

The Central Committee decided to step up its campaign against
imperialist pressures on India and to ensure mass mobilization to
defend India’s vital interests.

India’s Relations With Its Neighbours

The Central Committee noted with satisfaction that in the recent
period further steps have been taken by the United Front
Government which has improved relations with our neighbouring
countries. The Indo-Bangladesh river waters agreement, Chinese
President Jiang Zemin’s visit to India, the visit of the Indian Foreign
Minister to Sri Lanka are all positive steps in improving and
strengthening India’s relations with its neighbours and for
promoting a harmonious atmosphere in South Asia. The offer of
talks by the new Pakistan Prime Minister must also be viewed in
this context.

Tripura :

The Central Committee expressed its grave concern at the series
of gruesome killings perpetrated by the extremist groups in Tripura.
Innocent men, women and children have lost their lives to the
inhuman attacks launched by the two major extremist groups. The
diabolical aim of these random killings of non-tribal people is to
stoke ethnic tensions and cause a communal conflagration. The
Left Front Government and the CPI(M) are firmly committed to
maintain tribal-non-tribal unity which has been the bedrock of the
democratic movement and a shining exception amongst the ethnic
conflicts in the north-east.

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) endorsed the stand of the
Left Front Government in Tripura to take firm and extraordinary
measures to tackle the menace of the terroristic killings. Because
of the long international borders and the difficult terrain, the limited
strength of the state police is insufficient to check the heinous
activities of the well-armed extremists. Therefore, the Left Front
Government has decided to declare selected places as disturbed
areas so that the help of the army can be sought to protect the
people from the depredations of the extremists. The Central
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Committee appreciated the Central Government’s prompt response
to the State Government’s request for assistance.

The CPI(M) state unit in Tripura is conducting a continuous
political campaign to preserve tribal-non-tribal unity and to rebuff
both tribal separatism and chauvinist elements among the majority
Bengali community. The Central Committee extends its full support
to the steps taken by the Left Front Government and the political
campaign of the CPI(M) and the Left parties.

The Central Committee also expressed concern at the increasing
scale of disruptive activities by various extremist groups in the
north-east which are aided by foreign agencies.

Punjab Elections

The sweeping victory of the Akali Dal(Badal)-BJP alliance in the
assembly elections has been mainly due to the people's disgust with
the rampant corruption and misrule of the Congress(I) regime. The
desire for peace to be maintained saw more people rallying to the
Akali Dal-BJP alliance as it was expected to win. The projection in
the election campaign that the Akali Dal represents the Sikhs and
the BJP the Hindus can deepen the communal cleavage in the state.

A negative feature in the elections was the role of the CPI in the
state. The CPI state leadership openly allied with the Congress
aqd got ten seats allotted to them and conducted joint campaign
with the Congress in many areas. By refusing to follow the CPI’s
national political line, they disrupted Left unity. This had a harmful

effect on the'electoral prospect of the Left. The Party should take
steps to rebuild unity on the principled basis.

BJP

The recent Rajasthan BJP crisis which endangered the Shekhawat

g}ozemar;mc;rxt }l)mderlmed the opportunistic wranglings and spreading
actional Iights gripping the party. It j

Gujarat, of the unprinc ower-mongern e aposure, afer

X ipled power-mongering affecti P.
The BJP is targetting the CPI(M) a gcning affecting the BJ

are plavi : (M) and the Left as it is they which

playing a prominent role in politically isolating the communal
forces. The communally motivated campaign against the Indo-
sangladesh treaty in West Bengal by the BIP, and the RSS efforts
to provoke violence in Kerala are parts of thi’s campaign.
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The Central Committee called for continued vigilance to check
the BJP’s manoeuvre and for rebuffing the VHP’s case to revive
the agitation on the Mathura issue.

Pay Commission Report

The Central Committee opposed the main direction of the Pay
Commission’s report advocating a drastic cut in the workforce of
the government. The report, in line with the thinking of the IMF
and the World Bank, has recommended downsizing employment
by 30 per cent reduction in the workforce over a period of ten
years and an abolition of 3 lakh vacant posts. The report also widens
the disparities between the upper categories and the lower categories
of employees. The proposal to reimpose the ceiling on eligibility
of bonus which was fought against by the recent central government
employees’ strike is unacceptable.

The Central Committee calls upon the government to consult
the trade unions before coming to any conclusions about the report.

Corruption: Bofors Case

The Central Committee reiterated the CPI(M)’s well-known
position that all cases of high level corruption must be investigated
and the guilty prosecuted whoever they are. The Satish Sharma
affair, the ITC scandal and the cases against Jayalalitha in
Tamil Nadu are all indications of how widespread and corrosive
corruption has become in public life.

The receipt of the Swiss Bank records on the Bofors kickback
case is a major step forward in the investigation of a scandal which
has repeatedly been sought to be covered up and the investigation
obstructed by previous Congress Governments. With the
identification of the beneficiaries like Quattrocchi and Win Chadda,
steps must be taken for their interrogation and their being brought
to India. Effective steps should be taken to file charges and bring
to book all those who are guilty, without any consideration for
their political affiliations or powerful connections.

UF Government’s Economic Performance
The Central Committee expressed its strong objection to the
course adopted by the United Front Government in economic
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policies. In the period since the last Central Committee meeting in
October 1996, there has been a stepped up thrust towards
privatization in many spheres: absence of measures to revive public
sector units which are in difficulties; giving in to the pressure of
the WTO on import liberalization; and indiscriminate opening up
to foreign capital in various sectors.

In the privatization drive, the insurance sector is a prime target
for opening up; the coal industry has now been opened to the private
sector; power transmission is to be privatized and there is even
talk of opening up the atomic energy sector to foreign companies.

On foreign direct investment, the Deve Gowda Government has
gone ahead with the announcement of expanding the list for
automatic entry of foreign capital up to 51 per cent equity to 16
more industries; it has also raised the limit of foreign equity allowed
from 51 per cent to 74 per cent in nine industries in the core and
infrastructure sectors. The government is considering further
dilution of the FERA on the demand of the representatives of big
business.

Within the framework of the WTO agreement, the Indian
Government is going ahead with the liberalization of imports. It
has committed itself to removing quantitative restrictions on
imports. Recently, the commerce ministry has announced
liberalization of imports affecting 162 items. Many of the items
are luxury consumer goods like cars, air conditioners, perfumes
arf:cll.{:)osnll.etic's. Th;s announcement is in keeping with the demand
of liberalization of imports o -
Worrd B p f consumer goods made by the IMF

The United Front Government seems totally oblivious of the
o T o o o e e o
hold debt instruments is a s(::, to relglc,i H}Stltutxonal x.m're_stors "
Approach Paper to the o1 gl owards full convertibility. The

: an has clearly stated that the
goverpment should §tnve to achieve capital account convertibility.
The disastrous experience of Mexico which saw an enormous flight

of capital with similar measures d ini
. oes not deter the finance minist
from going ahead on this policy. K

. The CPI(M) is firml
into the insurance sect
into tie-ups with dom

Y opposed to the entry of private companies
or. The forelgn companies are going to enter
estic companies. The enormous funds which
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can be generated through insurance and which are now available
through the LIC and GIC for public investment will be diverted
into private channels for private ventures and for repatriation of
profits abroad. The CPI(M) and the Left parties must mobilize
other political parties to see that the government does not proceed
along this path.

Mobilize Resources from the Affluent

Faced with serious resource crunch with the enormous burden
of interest payment on external and internal debt, the growing
import bill of petroleum products and the increasing revenue deficit,
the government accepts the advice and wisdom provided by the
international finance capital and its institutions that it must go in
for outright privatization and liberalization for economic growth.
The government does not want to address the real issues about
resource mobilization. Instead of wilting under pressure from the
corporate sector on the Minimum Alternative Tax (MAT) which
was introduced in the last budget, the government must boldly raise
the taxes on the gross profits of the corporate sector. Thousands of
crores of rupees can be raised by better tax compliance. The ITC
Ltd. along owes the government Rs. 800 crore as excise duties.
The richer sections in agriculture must be brought into the tax net.

Instead of abandoning the state’s commitment for resource
mobilization, the government has to recover the Rs. 47,000 crore
of defaulted loans due to the nationalized banks mainly by big
business and influential persons. At the same time special measures
are required to curb black money and to stop the flight of capital
abroad.

If these measures are taken along with disciplining the top
bureaucracy to cut down on wasteful administrative expenditure,
enough resources can be found for public investment, state
expenditure on social sector and provision for an extensive public
distribution system. -

It is this approach which, if reflected in the Umon budget, will
help to avoid the debt trap and mobilize resources for much needed
public investment. ‘
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Check Price-Rise

The most serious problem faced by the people is the all-round
price-rise which shows no signs of abating. The prices of food
items in particular such as foodgrains, vegetables, pulses are
constantly going up. The sharp increase in the prices of wheat and
atta in north India and the non-availability of kerosene in many
places through the PDS has intensified the sufferings of the people.
The decision to raise the price of sugar in the PDS will further
worsen the situation.

It is in this context that the Public Distribution System needs to
be urgently strengthened. The scheme announced on January 26
providing foodgrains at SO per cent less than the issue price for
people below the poverty line needs to be immediately
implemented. It will be counter-productive if the government
increases the issue price of wheat and rice before implementing
the scheme as the increased price will affect a large number of
people above the poverty line who are themselves poor and victims
of inflation. The Central Committee of the CPI(M), therefore, calls
upon the government to immediately provide wheat and rice at

50 per cent below the issue price under the scheme committed in
the Common Minimum Programme.

Implement Pro-People Measures

The record of the United Front Government so far shows that it
is not eamnest about implementing those measures in the Common
Minimum Programme which constitute a departure from the Rao
Government’s policies and which can provide relief to the people.
On the other hand, the government is vigorously pursuing policies
such as indiscriminate opening up to forei gn capital, disinvestment

of PSU shares and opening up of the insura ich
advances the IMF-World Bank agenda, fice sector whic

Call for Mass Struggles

m+The Central‘Committee decided that in view of the harmful

’ . é;gmc policies gnd‘thgir adverse impact on the people the Party
~ intere Stsaanh cou "walﬂ.c‘ mass struggles to defend the people’s
"Leftand dnq‘ faunch a polifical campaign in association with the
A emocratic parties for alternative economic policies. With
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this in view, the Central Committee decided to focus on the
following issues:

The Party and the Left should demand the implementation of
the commitments made in the United Front’s Common Minimum
Programme concerning:

— Introduction of a strengthened public distribution system;

— Adoption of the Central Agricultural Labour Bill;

— Strengthening of public sector units;

— Implementation of land reforms and restoration of land to
adivasis;

~— Increased allocation for health, education and provision for
minimum needs like drinking water;

— Stepped up public investment for infrastructure and
agriculture;

— Adoption of reservation for women,;

— Adoption of a revised Lokpal Bill;

— More devolution of powers to the states; and

— Recognition of trade unions by secret ballot.

The Party will launch a national movement against price-rise,
to stop the privatization of insurance; defence of the public sector
and saving jobs, revival of sick industries and implementation of
land reforms. The issue of combating corruption by punishing all
those guilty in the scams will also be taken up.

The Central Committee authorized the Polit Bureau to chalk out
the concrete plans for the all-India movement.

The Central Committee extended full support to the call of the
National Platform of Mass Organizations for a rail/rasta roko on
March 27 and the public sector unions’ call for a one-day all-India
strike on April 2. It called upon all the Party units to actively work
for their success.




Report On Political Developments
Adopted by The Central Committee
of the CPI(M) in its Meeting Held
in New Delhi on February 14-16, 1997*

INTERNATIONAL

In the October 1996 meeting of the Central Committee some of the
major international developments had been noted and analyzed.
Amongst the advanced capitalist countries the year 1996 was mainly
characterized by “jobless growth” and this also was uneven.
Unemployment remained at high levels in most of the developed
capitalist countries, particularly in Europe. The drastic cutback in
the workforce in the name of flexible labour policies, marked this
period of growth particularly in the United States. The overall trend
of the internationalization of capital which is also popularly
expressed in the term *“globalization” saw the offensive continuing
against the working people with attacks on social security
expenditure and welfare benefits.

Within the advanced capitalist countries, the United States
performed better economically with a 2.5 per cent growth in GDP
in 1996. Compared to this Germany, the biggest European power,
grew by only 1.4 per cent. The United States saw a lower
unemployment rate as it successfully pursued the restructuring of
labour through the shift to low-cost, low-paid contract and part-
time J_Obs- The attack on wages, social security and emphasis on
redygang budgegdeficits is now being cited by the ruling circles in
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dollar vis-a-vis the yen and the German mark. The American dollar
appreciated 15 per cent against the yen and 12 per cent against the
mark in the last 12 months. In contrast Germany’s unemployment
rate reached a record high of 10.8 per cent with 4.1 million people
out of work. France, the other major European power had a jobless
rate of 12.7 per cent with the figure expected to rise further. The
difficulties of conforming to the conditions for the European
monetary union and single currency has aggravated the problems
of the French economy. Japan has also continued experiencing
serious financial difficulties with many banks going bankrupt and
the failure to revive the growth rate in any substantial manner.

In such a situation the US seeks to exercise its dominance both
in the economic and political spheres. President Clinton being
elected a second term, whose victory was also a result of the better
performance of the economy, will now put the US administration
on course to assert its policies globally. However, this temporary
advantage gained by the United States cannot be a lasting
phenomenon. The European countries are not willing to completely
toe the US position on all international affairs. On Cuba for instance,
the European Union has gone to the WTO with a complaint against
the Helms-Burton Act which seeks to penalize third country
companies and individuals who have economic and trade relations
with Cuba. Both Canada and Mexico which belong to NAFTA
have gone ahead with establishing economic ties and trade relations
with Cuba defying the US ban.

The nature of the “globalization” sought to be imposed by the
internationalization of capital is having adverse repercussions
around the world. 1994 saw the Mexican crisis with the collapse
of the economy after Mexico joined the NAFTA and opened up its
economy with full convertibility of capital. The winter of 1995
saw the biggest working class struggle in the 1990s so far with the
French working class going on general strike against privatization
and the threat of dismantling the public sector. After that the longest
protest action has taken place significantly in South Korea.

South Korean Workers Strike
The month-long general strike by the working class in South
Korea was significant as it represents an important stage in the
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struggle against the offensive. of globalization, in a country which
has been hailed as a success story of contemporary capitalism. In
order to help the big monopolies to become competitive with other
advanced capitalist countries, the South Korean Government got a
law passed to give the freedom to fire workers and hire temporary
labour. It is against this anti-worker law that the big struggle took
place led by the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions which is
not recognized by the government. The sweep of the strike and the
unity of the workers has forced the Korean President to refer the
bill back to parliament for discussion. He hopes to buy time by
such a move. The general strike is an indication of the growing
maturity and combativeness of the working class in Korea who
have long been suppressed by the authoritarian regimes backed by
the United States which have been working openly as agents of the
big business companies. The Korean struggle must be seen in the
background of the worldwide struggle which is developing against
the offensive of globalization and privatization. After the French
working class struggle against privatization in the end of 1995,
this has been the second major strike battle.

The dubious effects of globalization are being fully felt by the
people in the third world countries. After the chorus of praise for
globalization which is supposed to lead to the development of the
backward parts of the third world with the flow of foreign
investment and generation of employment, the World Bank has
now to admit that the people living on less than $1 a day have
increased to 1.3 billion. In 1987 according to the World Bank
30 per cent of the population of the third world was earning less
than $1 a day, and this figure has gone down by only 1 per cent to
?9 per cent in 1993. The bank has also admitted that poverty has
increased in Latin America, Caribbean and Sub-Saharan Africa.
The reality of the global capitalist offensive is that 40 per cent of
Africa’s people live on less than $1 a day.

. I;erocious attack§ on the living conditions of the working people
lor; t el:) advancefi cgpxtahg countrles'throu gh large-scale destruction
Ot Jobs, Qasqallzatlon, big cutbacks in social security and increasing
mmuserisation of the people of the third world have set the grounds
?;et;;e tt;‘fht back and struggles against the capitalist offensive.

st three months itself have seen apart from the South Korean
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struggle, general strikes in Greece, Italy, Israel, Haiti, the French
truckers strike and many such struggles which are primarily directed
against efforts of the international imperialist capital and the
domestic ruling class to impose structural adjustment or cutbacks
on the living standards of the people.

At the political level, NATO is actively seeking to expand the
alliance into central and eastern Europe. It would like to include
Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic as members of NATO in
the next two years. This move has raised serious objections in Russia
and the Russian Government is resisting the Eastern expansion of
NATO. The threat to the Russian security and national interest by
this aggressive NATO move will become a rallying point for all
patriotic and socialist forces within Russia where an ailing President
Yeltsin has a tenuous hold.

Developments in South Asia and Neighbourhood

During the last three months there have been some important
events which have a beneficial effect on India’s relations with its
neighbours. The UF Government’s policy overall in this regard
has played a positive role in improving relations with our
neighbours.

Jiang Zemin’s Visit

The visit of President Jiang Zemin of China has been a significant
event for the ongoing process of improving India-China relations.
The agreement on Confidence Building Measures and other
agreements have advanced the normalization and widening of
relations between the two countries.

Indo-Bangladesh Treaty

The other major initiative has been the signing of the Indo-
Bangladesh Treaty on the sharing of Ganga waters. This agreement
marks a breakthrough in solving the major irritant in Indo-
Bangladesh relations and has sought to settle the problem in a just
and equitable manner for both countries. The waters treaty helps
in checking the fundamentalist forces in Bangladesh which thrive
on an anti-India platform. The success in concluding this treaty
was also due to the role played by the Left Front Government in
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West Bengal and the contribution made by the visit of Jyoti Basu
to Dhaka. The specific negotiations and details were worked out
with this direct contribution by our Party and LF Government. The
goodwill generated by this agreement will have its impact on the
whole north-eastern region where extremist activities are being
conducted by using sanctuaries in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. The
return visit of Deve Gowda to Bangladesh has resulted in the
affirmation that both countries will take steps to see that extremist
activities are not encouraged on their soil against each other.

Pakistan Elections

We had noted in the last Central Committee the growing
confrontation between Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto and President
Leghari. This resulted in the dismissal of the Bhutto Government
using the 8th amendment under the Constitution which arms the
President with draconian powers. A result of this development has
been the enhanced role of the armed forces in the running of the
State in the political system. During the period of the interim
government before the holding of the general elections, a Council
for Defence and National Security Affairs (CDNS) was set up which
includes the three service chiefs. Such a body has no sanction under
the constitution but it indicates the new arrangement entered into
by the President with the armed forces.

The widespread corruption which marked the government of
Benazir Bhutto and the involvement of her husband in big scandals
tarnished the image of the PPP. The economic crisis which deepened
'fmd the attacks on the people’s conditions due to the conditionalities
1mposgd by the IMF-World Bank further eroded support for the
Benazir Government. On the eve of the elections the Supreme
Court’s upholding of the dismissal of the Bhutto Government was
a further blovy. The Pakistan Muslim League let by Nawaz Sharief
has won a big victory and can form a government on its own
strength. But the elections drew an apathetic response with only
25 per cent of the electorate voting. Given the ri ght-wing orientation
((;igz";’siztisal:::e; ::: :;olr]liosmlfeli’(i)licies as seen by the privatization
besetting the country will orll)l tae S ovatod it (he pl.'o.b eme

Y 8et aggravated if these policies are



Report On Political Developments ... 27

pursued again. The only positive feature is Nawaz Shareif’s call
for a dialogue with India to solve outstanding problems including
Kashmir. Given the state of the country and the growing economic
and defence burdens such an approach is a realistic one. The Indian
Prime Minister has responded positively to this offer of talks.

Among other developments in India’s neighbourhood has been
the ratification of the India-Nepal Treaty on Mahali waters by the
Nepal Parliament which will open up a new area of cooperation
for the benefit of the two countries. The visit of the Indian foreign
Minister to Sri Lanka has also resulted in greater understanding
and strengthening of ties between India and Sri Lanka.

Bhutan Refugees Problem

The refusal by Bhutan to take back legitimate Nepali-speaking
citizens who are at present refugees in the border areas of North
Bengal and Nepal has become a constant source of tension and
potential conflict. According to the United Nations there are eighty
thousand such persons whom Bhutan refuses to take back. The
refugees from Nepal try to enter into Bhutan through West Bengal
territory which puts the West Bengal State Government in a difficult
position as it cannot allow these people to proceed and come into
conflict with the Bhutanese border guards. The Central Government
should talk to the Government of Nepal and the Bhutanese
Govermment to find an amicable solution to the problem.

Afghanistan

In the past three months, the Taliban have consolidated their
hold over Kabul and the surrounding region. Subsequently, they
have sought to push forward to the north and the west and made
some gains at the expense of General Dostum and the forces of
Massoud. The Pakistani military and Saudi Arabia with the full
connivance of the US administration are helping the Taliban forces
actively. However, the Taliban regime in Kabul have so far failed
to win international recognition with no country having accorded
it diplomatic recognition. The US administration is maintaining
contacts with the Taliban and will move for formal relations at the
opportune time, as its aim is to use the regime for access to the
resources of the Central Asian region. The consolidation of the
Taliban in Afghanistan should be a matter of concern to India as
the fundamentalist regime is hostile to all secular and democratic
currents in the region.
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Imperialist Designs

The US administration continues to follow a policy of curbing
India’s independent position and potential for defence and security.
The current pressure being mounted on Russia not to sell two
nuclear reactors to India is in line with the traditional US policy of
curtailing India’s independent nuclear technology policy. Along
with the CTBT and other international issues on which the USA
seeks to browbeat India, we must be vigilant to oppose and expose
the US imperialist designs. The recent exposure of a senior
intelligence officer, Rathan Sehgal’s links with the CIA, underscores
the imperialist penetration of the State apparatus.

Joint Naval Exercises

While the USA continues to pressurize India and take hostile
positions regarding its security interests, it is inexplicable why India
should continue to have military collaboration with the US armed
forces. It has been recently announced that the 4th round of joint
naval exercises by the Indian and US navies will be held in February
or March. This exercise codenamed “Malabar IV” is expected to
be bigger than the four-day exercise of 1996. Our Party has
consistently maintained that there should be no military
collaboration with the United States between the two armed forces.
The Deve Gowda Government should review the agreement signed
during the time of the Narasimha Rao Government.

. There has been insufficient campaigning on anti-imperialist
issues and mass mobilization on the maneuvres of US imperialism
in India. The Party should pay due attention to launching anti-
imperialist campaigns both in terms of expressing solidarity with

?nti-irppf:ﬁalist struggles abroad and in taking up the issues where
imperialism seeks to affect India’s vital interests.

NATIONAL
UF Government’s Economic Record

We had already noted in the last two Central Committee meetings
that the Deve Gowda Government is essentially following the
course set by the Narasimha Rao government on economic policies.

Now the thrust has been ste i
, : Pped up in many spheres. The
cumulative effect of the eight-month record in econopmic policies

is the mounting discontent among the people. Continuous price
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rise, especially of food items, non-availability of foodgrains of a
minimum quality and kerosene in the public distribution system.
non-payment of wages to thousands of employees in many public
sector units and the threat of closure are leading to growing alienation.

As for the overall economic situation, the report on Currency
and Finance 1995-96 prepared by the RBI shows that the Budget
deficit for the year 1996-97 will be much higher than what is
estimated. There is a slowdown in industrial growth and decline in
the export growth rate in the current year. Though imports decreased
substantially because of the recessionery conditions, the trade deficit

“for the first nine months of the current financial year is still at a
high level of $3.24 billion as compared to $3.53 billion in the
previous year. While on the agricultural front the foodgrain output
is expected to be higher in the current year 1996-97 there has been
no relaxation in the price rise of food items.

The framework of the IMF-World Bank dictated policies with
its thrust on opening up the country for foreign investment,
deregulation, opening up of the financial sector, disinvestment in
the public sector units and privatisation have been pushed further
ahead by the Deve Gowda Government.

On foreign direct investment, the Deve Gowda Government has
gone ahead with the announcement of expanding the list for
automatic entry of foreign capital up to 51 percent equity to 16
more industries; it has also raiseded the limit of foreign equity
allowed from 51 per cent to 74 per cent in nine industries in the
core and infrastructure sectors. This has been done despite the
Party's opposition to this proposal being conveyed to the
government. The government is considering further dilution of the
FERA on the demand of the representatives of big business. The
finance ministry has announced further liberalization of the gold
import policy by doubling the quantity of gold allowed to be brought
into the country by non-residents. Contrary to the claim that this
will curb smuggling, it is well-known that gold imports by NRI's
have become a substitute route for smuggling. With the depreciation
of the value of the rupee, liberalization of gold import will encourage
the trend to maintain assets in gold thus reducing availability of
resources for economic activities.

At the Singapore ministerial conference of the World Trade
Organization, the Indian Government became party to the agenda
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thrust on the WTO by the advanced capitalist countries. The decision
to form two working groups one on investment and trade and another
on trade and competition marks the formal entry of issues such as
foreign investment and competition into the WTO framework. It is
the first step towards pursuing the Multilateral Agreement on
Investment which is harmful to India and the third world countries.

Within the framework of the WTO agreement, the Indian
Government is going ahead with the liberalization of imports. It has
committed to removing quantitative restrictions on imports. Recently,
the commerce ministry has announced liberalization of imports the
restricted list to special licences and some from special licences to the
OGL. Many of the items are luxury consumer goods like cars, air
conditioners, perfumes and cosmetics. This announcement is in keeping
with the demand of liberalization of manufactures of consumer goods
made by the IMF-World Bank.

Sections of domestic industry are becoming more and more
apprehensive about the entry of multinationals on favourable terms
and its adverse, effects on Indian domestic industry. They have become
openly voicing their concern. In the recent period the FICCI and a
report prepared by a committee of ASSOCHAM called for a cilling
on foreign equity holdings and measures to prevent takeover of Indian
companies. The lowering of import duties have also affected the
chemical and other sectors and their associations have protested against
the policies harmful to indigenous industry.

The Deve Gowda Government seems totally obvious of the dangers
of going in for full convertibility on the capital account. The decision
to allow foreign institutional investors to hold debt instruments is a
step towards full convertibility. The approach paper to the 9th plan
has clearly stated that the government should strive to achieve capital
account convertibility. The disastrous experience of Mexico which
saw enormous ﬂlght of capital does not deter our liberalizers from
going ahead on this path. A serious waring has been provided by a
study by three US professors associated with the Fl ida | ional
University in Miami. According to th b them ey b

estimated that a capi.ta] flight n% (l))o o m.ad.e o thgm e
1995 has taken phace fro rﬁ In(c)l fa thrut $11.3 billion during 1994 and
over-invoicing/under-invoici 1a through the foreign trade route by
! Invoicing of exports/imports.
we(?:::;:ef élrl:;;:(:; of foreign investment, the issue is not whether
pital or not but what type of foreign investment



Report On Political Developments ... 31

is required. The type of investment flowing into India which leads
to takeover of Indian companies by enhancing their equity holding
beyond the earlier 40 per cent allowed, the inflow of funds for
acquiring Indian companies and for the production of luxury
consumer goods are all not leading to enhanced foreign exchange
eamings by the domestic affiliates of this investment but to increased
outflow of foreign exchange payments on account of technical fees,
royalties, dividends etc. It is essential that the government should
adopt a policy of FDI investment which links foreign exchange
expenditure with foreign exchange earnings. Automatic clearance
does away with scrutiny of technical collaborations. This leads to
doing away with the requirement that foreign firms undertake
R & D locally and provide incentives to domestic industrialists to
build indigenous technological capabilities. This will foreclose the
possibility of India being able to generate its own internationally
competitive companies and brand names.

Stepped Up Privatization Drive

After the drive to privatize the power generation sector and open
it to foreign capital, the government has now announced its intention
to allow power transmission by the private sector. This is clearly a
bid to help out companies like the Enron and Cogentrix as the power
generated by them has to be transmitted from far away places where
their plants have been located.

Going beyond what was done in the Narasimha Rao Government
period, the current privatization drive has resulted in the opening
up of the nationalized coal mining sector for the first time. The
government is going ahead full steam with privatization in the oil
industry and downgrading the ONGC. There is even talk of allowing
the private sector in the atomic energy sector which has dangerous
implications for India’s sovereignty and security.

Insurance Sector

The commitment to further open up the financial sector is now
focussed on privatizing insurance. The government has assured
foreign insurance companies that private companies will be allowed
into the insurance sector after the setting up of a full-fledged
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insurance regulatory authority with statutory powers. Faced with
the strong resistance of the insurance employees and the Left parties
the government introduced the IRA bill in the Lok Sabha on the last
~ day of the winter session. The opening up of the insurance sector is
one of the priority demands of the western countries. The British
Prime Minister Major also highlighted this demand in a speech at
the CII meet at Calcutta. The insurance employees unions have
already gone on a one-day strike against the introduction of this bill.
Our Party is firmly opposed to the entry of private companies
into the insurance sector. The foreign companies are going to enter
into tie-ups with domestic companies. The enormous funds which
can be generated through insurance and which is now available
through the LIC and GIC for public investment will be diverted
into private channels for private ventures and for repatriation of
profits abroad. The CPI(M) and the Left parties must mobilize other
political parties to see that the government does not proceed on
this path. This is not just the issue for the trade unions but a major
question of safeguarding the country’s financial resources and
giving priority for public investment and developmental schemes.

Agriculture

The continuous decline in public investment in agriculture is
manifested in the slowing down of the rate of growth in agriculture
despite nine successive good monsoons. There was a slight decline
in foodgrains output this year. The fluctuations in prices of nonfood
crops. Nov'v accentuated by liberalization, has badly affected the
poorer sections of the peasantry. For the rural poor, there is reduction

in the number of wage days for agricultural workers and growing
unemployment which leads to increasing pauperization.

PSU Disinvestment

The Central Government has referred 40 PSUs to the

Dlsmyestr.nent Commission for disinvestment of shares. Before
referr.u}g list of do 40 conmpanies, the government had announced
the disinvestment programme for the VSNL and the LOC which
are among the most profitable PSUs, However they have not been

able to sell the shares because of the poor market conditions. The
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Disinvestment Commission is expected to submit its proposals by
the end of February about the 40 PSUs and the recommendations
for their restructuring and selling of shares. There is no guarantee
that the funds generated, from the selling of such shares, will be
ploughed back into the public sector itself for upgradation of
technology and modernization.

There is an acute problem for the public sector units which have
been running at a loss. Here too, it is the continuation of the Rao
Governments approach of dismantling the public sector by cutting
budgetary support and starving them of orders which has resulted in
the crisis. A prime example is the IDPL which is a vital drug industry
which could provide cheap medicine for the people. Workers of the
IDPL units have not been paid their wages since November 1996; -
neither are they getting orders for drugs from the government. The
plight of the NTC mills is similar with many units not having paid
their workers their full wages. Behind the thrust for privatization
lies the systematic efforts to curtail the public sector.

Faced with a serious resource crunch due to the enormous burden
of interest payment on external and internal debt, growing import
bill of petroleum products and the increasing revenue deficit, the
government accepts the advice provided by the international finance
capital and its institutions that it must go for outright privatization
and liberalization for economic growth. The recent report on
infrastructure submitted to the government by the Rakesh Mohan
Committee calls for handing over infrastructure development to
the private sector and foreign capital and brazenly suggests that
the State should take up only such infrastructure objectives which
are not found to be profitable or attractive to private capital.

In fact it is the decline in public investment in infrastructure,
agriculture and cutting of public expenditure in the social sector
which has aggravated the crisis of the economy. The decline in
public investment in infrastructure such as the power sector has
led to serious shortages in power which is going to get worse in the
f:oming days. The former Finance Minister Manmohan Singh who
is the architect of the current policy has recently admitted that the
current crisis in the power sector is due to the cutback in State
Investment in the power sector anticipating investment by the
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private sector which has not materialized. It is this short-sighted
approach which is being pursued by the Deve Gowda government
and which is manifested in their policy towards public sector units.

Mobilize Resources from the Affluent

The government and in particular the Finance Minister,
P.Chidambaram, do not want to address the real issues in resource
mobilization. Instead of wilting under pressure from the corporate
sector on the Minimum Alternative Tax (MAT) which was
introduced in the last budget, the government must boldly raise the
taxes on the gross profits of the corporate sector. Thousands of
corers of rupees can be ensured by better tax compliance. The ITC
Ltd alone owes the government Rs.800 crores as excise duties.
There are no steps to curb and mop up black money which runs
into lakhs of crores of rupees.

Instead of abandoning the State’s commitment to public
investment, the government has to recover the Rs. 47000 crores of
defaulted loans due to the nationalized banks mainly by big business
and influential persons.

If these measures are taken along with disciplining the top
bureaucracy to cut down on wasteful administrative expenditure
enough resources can be found for public investment, state
expenditure on social sector and provision for an extensive public
distribution system.

The CPIMM) and the Left parties must effectively put forward
this alternative plan for resource mobilization. In this context the
critique of the Approach to the Ninth Plan has to be made. The
cqntnbutions of the Chief Minister of Kerala and West Bengal in
this respect provide a basis for the alternative approach.

Acute Price Rise

Ip fact the most serious problem faced by the people in the recent
period has been the sharp increase in the prices of foodgrains,
yegetabl?s, pulses and other items of consumption. The sharp
Increase in the price of wheat and'atta in north India in the winter
months led to atta selling at Rs.10 per kg. Rice has been selling at
Rs.11 perkilo in West Bengal. Kerosene is not available in many
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places through the PDS. This situation was created by stocks
disappearing due to hoarding by big traders. The government
bungled by continuing with the policy of export of wheat and the
sale of FCI stocks to private traders when there was a shortfall of
3.1 million tonnes in the crop last year.

The annual rate of inflation has crossed the 7.5 per cent mark
and has registered 7.66 per cent for the week ending January 25. In
the corresponding week in 1996 the rate was 4.9 per cent. This of
course does not indicate the much higher rate of increase of retail
prices for the ordinary people.

Strengthen PDS

This underlines the urgent necessity to strengthen and enhance
the public distribution system. Priority has to be given to implement
the commitment in the Common Minimum Programme for
providing foodgrains at 50 per cent less price to the people below
the poverty line. The scheme which has been delayed has been
announced on January 26. However, its implementation will be
dependent on how the states will take up the work of identifying
the beneficiaries i.e. persons below the poverty line and issuing
them with the ration cards entitling them to the special scheme. In
many states the PDS covers barely 5 to 10 per cent of the population.
It is essential that the Party and the various mass organizations
take up the issue and launch movements to see that the scheme is
put into operation and reaches the actual beneficiaries. At the same
time the demand to expand the network of the public distribution
system and to include other essential items like pulses, Edible oil
etc. should be taken up as per the 14 essential items listed earlier. It
is in keeping with the serious price situation that the Party gave a
call for observing an anti-price week from February 1 to 7. The
movement to check price rise, strengthen public distribution system
and to prevent hoarding by big traders must continuously be taken up.

Fifth Pay Commission Recommendations

The Commission report has advocated a drastic cut in the
workforce of the central services. The report in line with the thinking
advocated by the IMF and the World Bank has advocated
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downsizing government employment in line with the philosophy
that the State should withdraw from various activities and sectors.
The report has called for a 30 per cent reduction in the workforce
over a period of 10 years and for abolition of 3.5 lakh vacant posts.
Most of these posts are in the lower categories of services like Class
IV employees. The Commission would like to do away with Class
IV category itself and give out such jobs on contract. This will affect
SC/ST sections in particular. Already departments like the postal
and audit and accounts have an acute shortage of staff which make it
difficult for fulfilling the minimum services required of them.

The second major feature of the report is the lopsided
recommendations in salaries and allowances. The lower categories
have not benefited in comparison to the generous allowances made
for the higher categories of officers. An example is the telephone
attendant allowance at Rs.1,500 per month for senior officers which
is just a provision for their having domestic attendants. The eligibility
ceiling for the grant of bonus which was removed after the one week
strike in October last year is now sought to be reimposed with the
ceiling fixed at Rs.4,500. This will again deprive a large section of
employees particularly Class III from getting bonus.

Our Party has demanded that there should be no cuts in
employment and the discrepancies and disparities in the
recommendations of salaries and allowances and the ceiling on bonus
bg not.accepted. Any move for encouraging privatization in areas
like railways and posts and telecommunications must be resisted.

Corruption

The spate of exposures and cases of corruption against top leaders,
bureaucrats and businessmen continues. In this period, Satish Sharma
was booked _in thf: JMM affair. His assets run into hundreds of crores
of rupees. Big bribes were paid by five big industrialists to him to get
the oil-wells contracts. In Tamil Nadu, Jayalalitha was arrested with
seven cases against her. Her fabulous wealth shows how public funds
were brazenly looted during her regime. The ITC affairs has revealed

Fhe ;arge-sc:lle illegal activities in the corporate sector, The LOC scandal
in Assam also involves hundreds of crores | itician-
bureaucrat-contractor nexus, ooted by & policcan
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It is in this background that the move to exclude MPs and MLAs
from the purview of the Prevention of Corruption Act was mooted at
a meeting called by the Speaker of the Lok Sabha. It was decided to
prepare an amendment to the PCA. Our Party has opposed this move.
It will be seen as a blatant step to protect corrupt MPs and MLAs.

With the uncovering of a large number of corruption cases among
bourgeois political functionaries, bureaucrats and the banking
system, pressures are mounting to stop further probes and
prosecution of the guilty. The recent government directive to the
CBI not to investigate charges of wrong doing by bank officials of
the rank of general manager and above without prior permission of
the government and the abortive move to include Union Ministers
and former ministers in the directive to the CBI which would mean
getting prior permission for investigation and prosecution are all
indications of how efforts are being made to cover up and protect
guilty persons.

Bofors Case

The Bofors investigation has reached a new stage with the
handing over of the Swiss Bank records pertaining to the pay-offs
made for the Bofors gun deal. Records of some accounts have been
handed over to the CBI by the Swiss authorities and the last set of
papers pertaining to the remaining accounts are expected to come
after the final appeal is disposed off by May. The Bofors kickbacks
marked the beginning of the struggle against corruption in high
places and it was one of the issues which led to the downfall of the
Rajiv Gandhi Government. Previous Congress Governments did
everything possible to obstruct or slow down the investigations
and to cover-up. It is now imperative that the investigation be
speedily completed and there should be no cover-up at any cost.
Suspects like Quattrocchi and Win Chadda must be brought back
to India for interrogation. Effective steps should be taken to file
charges -and bring to book all those who are guilty without any
consideration for their political affiliations or powerful connections.

The Party should continue to campaign against high level
corruption and bring out how people suffer because of the loot of
public money by the corrupt nexus.
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Punjab Election

The assembly elections have resulted in a sweeping victory for
the Akali Dal (Badal)-BJP alliance. They have won 93 seats out of
a total of 117 seats. The Congress has won only 14 seats, the lowest
ever in Punjab. That the Congress would do badly was widely
anticipated as there was a strong anti-Congress trend among the
people visible during the run up to the elections. The rampant
corruption and misrule which symbolized the Congress regime,
the naked factionalism and squabbling for power within the
Congress and the rapid change in the Chief Ministers after the death
of Beant Singh all led to discrediting of the Congress. The Akali
Dal-BJP alliance could also do well because the people expected
peace to be maintained by these two parties coming together.
However, a dangerous feature in the situation is the fostering of
the communal identity propagated that the Akali Dal represents
the Sikhs and the BJP the Hindus. This will only strengthen the
communal identification which can prove harmful in the future.

A negative feature in these elections was the role of the CPI in
the state. The CPI state leadership openly allied with the Congress
Party and got 10 seats allotted to them. They conducted a joint
campaign with the Congress in many areas. This disrupted Left
unity and the central leadership of the CPI could not make the state
leadership follow their national political line. This disruption of
Left unity has to be strongly condemned. It has had a harmful effect
on the electoral prospects of Left. We have to examine the

performance of our Party in the context of our inability to make
any advance.

Bye-Election

Bye-elections for four Lok Sabha seats and certain assembly

seats were held in eight states in February. Though these cannot be
seen as conclusive trends they should be noted.

The results show that the TDP has retained its position in Andhra
Pradesh by retaining all the three seats which went to the polls. In
Karnataka the Janata Dal lost both the sitting seats including the
Rafnanag'q seat which was held by Deve Gowda when he was the
Chief Minister. This is a setback for the Janata Dal. The DMK
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retained the Pudukottai assembly seat and the Congress the sole
seat in Orissa. In Uttar Pradesh the Samajwadi Party and the BJP
have won two seats each with the fifth going to the BSP.

The BJP has made gains by winning both the Lok Sabha and
assembly seat in Rajasthan wresting them from the Congress. In
Madhya Pradesh the Congress bastion of Chindwar (Lok Sabha)
has been wrested by the BJP. It also retained the seat in Gujarat.
The Congress has done badly except for wresting the seat in
Karnataka and retaining its position in Orissa. It has lost all the
four Lok Sabha seats. Former ministers Buta Singh in Ropar and
Kamalnath in Chindwara, who are both accused in the Hawala cases
and who were given tickets this time, have lost.

Uttar Pradesh

The Rajya Sabha elections provided an opportunity to isolate
the BJP. An understanding was worked out between the United
Front, the Congress and the BSP so that the BJP could win only as
many seats as it was entitled to of the eleven seats for which
elections were held. For the three bye-election seats, coordination
between the anti-BJP forces resulted in the BJP losing all three
seats. This further dented the BJP claim that it is in a position to
form the government. Soon after this, the Allahabad High Court
gave a judgment declaring President’s Rule unconstitutional and
asking the governor to take steps to see that a government is formed
and if necessary to directly convene the assembly to elect a leader.
The judgment however stated that the governor does nor necessarily
have to call the leader of the largest single party to form the
government. The Central Government has gone in appeal against
the high court verdict. In the meantime, the BJP talks with the BSP
broke down because Kanshi Ram was not prepared for a coalition
government and wanted BJP to support Mayawati from the outside.
Kalyan Singh has not agreed to this and the BJP had to call off
their efforts to form the government in alliance with the BJP.

Bihar
The investigation into the fodder scandal has resulted in Laloo
Prasad Yadav being drawn into the inquiries. There are indications
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that he will be chargesheeted. Meanwhile the state is suffering under
gross misrule by his government. Tens of thousand of employees
and teachers have not been getting wages for months. The Bihar
state committee in consultation with PB decided to come out against
all aspects of the anti-people policies. A joint Left rally was held
in November in which a state bandh call was given for December18.
The bandh was very successful. The mass support for the Chief
Minister is steadily eroding.

Increasingly desperate, Laloo Prasad has been attacking the Left
parties. He insists he will continue as Chief Minister even if he is
chargesheeted. It is necessary that the Left demarcate from the JD
Government and independently launch struggles so that the
discontent is not garnered by the BJP-Samata alliance.

Tripura

The situation in Tripura underwent a sharp deterioration in the
recent months. The massacre of 25 persons in Kalyanpur in Khowati
sub-division by a gang of extremists heightened tensions and threats
of communal clashes. The NLFT and the ATTF are making
concertede bids to provoke such a reaction by random killings of
innocent people. The incidents in Taidu in Amarpur, the arson in
Khowai and the recent massacre in Juralbachai show that they are
bent upon destabilizing the situation through such violent incidents.

The Left Front and the Party had to take stock of this situation
apd it was decided that these conspiracies must be foiled by taking
firm measures. At the request of the state government, the Centre
agreed to deploy the Assam Riffles which is under the jurisdictioﬁ
of the army to maintain law and order. Closer coordination between
the state administration and the army has been established. The
contmging incidents of deliberately provoked violence shows the
necessity for special steps being taken to curb the extremist violence.

The Left Front Government had given a call to the extremist
groups to surrender by 26th January. Though the NLFT and ATTF
did not rf:spond a section of the Tripura Resurrection Army led by
Dhananjay Riyang has surrendered. The Party in Tripura is
constz.mtly conducting political campaigns amongst the people to
explain to them the heinous designs of the extremist groups. It is
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highlighting the negative role being played by the Congress and
the TUJS which wants to foster ethnic divisions as a political
weapon against the Left Front.

The Central Government and the democratic forces must extend
full support to the Left Front Government and the Party in their
efforts to maintain tribal-non-tribal unity and in their mobilization
of the people to fight back the chauvinist forces among the non-
tribals and the separatist forces among the tribal people.

North-East

The overall situation in the North-Eastern region continues to
cause concern. In Assam there was the intensification of the attacks
by the Bodo extremists. The bomb blast in the Bramhaputra Mail
caused big loss of lives and injuries to innocent passengers. The
ULFA is also stepping up its political and coercive activities. There
was a bandh call by the ULFA on Republic Day in Assam which
was observed. The situation in Manipur and Nagaland continues
to be bad with large-scale extortion of regular payments by the
extremist groups. There has been no progress at the political level
for negotiations with various extremist groups. The recent river
water agreement with Bangladesh and the improvement of overall
relations has our pressures on the main extremist groups like the
NSCN, ULFA, PLA etc. which have been sheltering in the border
areas of Bangladesh. A proper approach which understands the
political complexities and the ethnic problems in the North-East
must be formulated by the Centre so that some of the major
grievances of the people which manifest in extremist activities can
be tackled, effective development measures taken, while at the same
time law and order machinery is geared up to prevent ethnic clashes
and violence.

Congress Developments

The tussle within the Congress(I) to oust Narasimha Rao from
the leadership of the CPP intensified after Sitaram Kesri became
President of the Party. With the growing uneasiness in the party
over Rao’s negative image due to corruption cases, more and more
leaders rallied around Kesri and to remove Rao from leadership.



42 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

The CPP executive elections showed Rao’s isolation with some of
his firm supporters defecting. Despite a near unanimous demand
for his resignation from the CPP executive, Rao tried to cling to
his post. Finally, Kesri emerged successful in getting elected by
consensus as the leader of the CPP. But the problems for the
Congress are not over. Sharad Pawar being made leader of the Lok
Sabha group has caused discontent among other leaders. Nowhere
in this struggle for the control of the party was there any meaningful
debate of the need to change the policies which led to the dismal
defeat of the Congress in the last general elections. The Congress
still harps on the continuation of the economic policies and sets
this out as a major condition for its support to the Deve Gowda
Government. As long as the Congress sticks to these harmful
economic policies and does not show willingness to check

corruption among its leaders, it will not be able to regain the mass
support it has lost.

Developments in the BJP

The BJP has been struggling to reverse the successive setbacks it
has suffered in the recent period. After the failure to win the UP
elections, the party saw its government ousted in Gujarat and Vaghela
installed as the Chief Minister. Its efforts to form a government in
UP or to have and alliance with the BSP have come to nought. In UP,
lost all the three bye-elections to the Rajya Sabha. Then it was faced
with the crisis in Rajasthan for the Shekhawat Government with a
band of dissidents challenging the Chief Minister. It was able to
meet the situation in the assembly only by buying up some of the
dissenters and forcibly keeping others under guard.

This crisis is the outcome of the efforts of the BIP to expand its
base and political influence. A narrow upper caste dominated party
based on Hindutva sought to widen its base by including OBCs and
schedulq castes. These sections have been asserting their right to
leadersbxp @d the contradictions between the Hindutva outlook and
the aspirations of these new sections, apart from the opportunistic

struggles, is. a major factor for the divisions in the party.

T!\e BJP s striving to recover ground with alliances with regional
parties and forces. It forged an alliance with the Akali Dal(B) in
Punjab. It has come to an understanding with the Lakshmi Parvati
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group in Andhra Pradesh and hoping for an ally in Jayalalitha in
Tamil Nadu. While the BJP is raising economic issues affecting
the people, the VHP is making efforts to revive the Mathura temple-
mosque issue which has so far been dormant.

Performance of the U F Government

A major disappointment has been the non-performance of the UF
Government during the last winter session of Parliament. In this
session, none of the major legislations which could have been adopted
were taken up. The one-third reservation of seats for women bill
was shelved despite the previous commitment that it would be passed
after the Select Committee’s recommendation; the central legislation
for agricultural workers was not introduced on the plea of some legal
difficulties. The Lokpal Bill which was earlier introduced and referred
to the Select Committee of Home Affairs is a seriously flawed piece
of legislation which can be interpreted as protection for the corrupt.
No progress was made in the updating of the Prasar Bharati Act or
electoral reforms. While these commitments made in the CMP were
not taken up, the government has introduced instead the Insurance
Regulatory Authority (IRA) bill which will pave the way for the
privatization of the insurance sector.

The record so far of the UF Government shows that it is not serious
about implementing any of the measures in the CMP which mean a
departure from the framework of the Rao-Manmohan Singh policies
and which can provide relief to the people. Apart from the non-
implementation of the women’s reservation and agricultural labour
bill, the updating of the Sarkaria Commission recommendations on
Centre-State relations, the recognition of unions through secret ballot
of workers, increase in allocations for education, health care, drinking
water supply etc. are still not taken up.

On the other hand, the provisions in the CMP to which we object
such as disinvestment of PSU shares by setting up the Disinvestment
Commission, opening up of the insurance sector, and indiscriminate
entry of foreign capital into all sectors without any priority is being
pursued vigorously.

Mass Actions
All this results in growing mass discontent. As discussed in the
last CC meeting, the mass organizations representing different
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sections of the working people have been mobilized for campaigns
and movements. The Committee of Public Sector Trade Unions
(CPSTU) has announced a phased agitation culminating in a one-
day strike of all public sector units on April 2, 1997. Already, since
the last CC meeting there has been a successful one day strike by
over two lakh insurance employees on December 9 against the
decision of the government to introduce the IRA bill. The joint
Action Committee of the textile unions conducted a rail and rasta
roko on December 30. The anganwadi workers went on a one-day
strike on January 31st on their demands. The National Platform of
mass organization at a convention in Delhi on December 16 has
adopted a declaration where picketing of central government offices
will take place on February 25 all over the country followed by rail
and rasta roko on March 27 for two hours and then a march to
Parliament during the second half of the budget session. The other
all India mass organization have also worked out plans for
movements and protest actions.

The one-week long strike by the P & T employees and other
sections of central government employees for removal of ceiling
on bonus ended in success with the government accepting their
demand. Our Party’s role in firmly supporting the just demands of
the employees and intervening with the Centre to get the demands
acceded has been widely appreciated by the employees. Because
of the Left stand, no victimization whatsoever was resorted to by
the government.

While supporting these actions, it is necessary for the Party to
?lso mdepenfiently organize its own campaigns and movements on
1ssues affecting the people. The Left parties must take the initiative
for such struggles and movements so that the discontent is not taken
advantage of by the reactionary forces and for strengthening the
Left and democratic forces.

“ lee}l)izrrtc):,ecsol:zumlgtsgf brr;uslt rea(}ize and f:ducate the.activists that
government. We must takeptallxce' o g;ttmg concgs_xsmns from the
launch struggles and build u tf\ mived meynobiize the people,
of the working people agai P the united movements of all sections

gainst the negative and harmful policies of

the UF Government and th |
: . € various state governments which are
pursuing the said path. ¢
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Budget Session of Parliament

In the forthcoming budget session of Parliament our parliamentary
group must be alert to see that we raise all the issues affecting the
people and demarcate and oppose all the economic policies which
will go against the country’s interests. While maintaining unity with
the United Front constituents to face all attacks by the BJP, our
MPs should be able to assert the independent stand of the Party on
all such policy matters and people’s issues which are within the
framework of the old Congress policies. Our effort must be to see
that the government fulfill its commitments made in the CMP with
regard to legislation and policy measures such as the reservations
for women, central legislation for agricultural labour, a proper Lokpal
Bill, electoral reforms and so on.

Conclusion

Taking into account the entire situation, the Party must take up

the following immediate tasks:

1. 'We must be vigilant to counter the US imperialist pressures
which seek to subvert India’s independent foreign policy and
security interests. The Party should conduct anti-imperialist
campaigns both in solidarity with anti-imperialist struggles
abroad and for heightening the peopie’s consciousness about
imperialist manoeuvres against India and in South Asia.

2. The United Front government has yet to fulfil many
commitments made in the Common Minimum Programme
particularly with regard to progressive legislation and
measures like the reservation for women bill, agricultural
workers bill, Lokpal Bill, electoral reforms, recognition of
trade unions by secret ballot and so on. The Party and the
various united platforms of mass organizations should take
up the movements and campaigns to make the government
act on these.

3. The economic policies of the Deve Gowda Government are
generating growing popular discontent. We must focus on
them to demarcate from the wrong policies, project the Party’s
independent position and mobilize the working people for
struggles. The defence of the public sector, saving jobs,
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fighting back privatization, strengthening public distribution
system, implementation of land reforms are issues which
require the Party’s initiative and the development of class
and mass struggles.

4. The communal forces represented by the BJP-RSS and its
allies are seeking to utilize the decline of the Congress and
the problems of the people to strengthen their position and
to renew their bid for power. There should be constant
alertness to foil any attempt to raise communal issues. Their
divisive slogans must be met politically and ideologically.
The opportunism and power mongering within the BJP in
states governed by it must be exposed amongst the people.

5. The issue of corruption continues to occupy an important
place in the country’s affairs. The Party and the Left forces
should continue to wage a principled fight to expose
corruption in high places and to see that none of the guilty
are spared. Campaigns must be conducted to mobilize people
to see that all the scandals including Bofors lead to the
prosecution of all the guilty person.

In order to take up all these major tasks, the Party at all levels
must show initiative to build up different types of struggles. We
should strive to strengthen Left unity and build up such movements
so that wider sections can be mobilized. It is the popular
mobilization and Left initiative which can help to mobilize other

secular forces to counter the communal forces and to advance the
Left and democratic forces.
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CPI(M) Polit Bureau on
Rail Budget*

Statement Dated February 26, 1997 Issued to Press

The Railway Budget for 1997-98, presented in Parliament, has tried
to avoid increasing the burden on the common people in the matter
of passenger fares. There has been no increase in the ordinary
second class fares and for season tickets while adding a ten per
cent increase for the upper categories. However, the five per cent
increase in sleeper class fare is unwarranted, especially as there is
a deterioration in the services for passengers in this category.

There is a steep hike of twelve per cent in freight fares, except
for essential commodities such as foodgrains, which will further
fuel inflation. The budget is commendable for continuing the
initiative taken last year of development of railways in backward
areas like the north-eastern region. The railway minister has, in a
welcome departure from the approach of the Central Government
in the recent years, committed to regularizing the fifty-six thousand
casual labour employed in the railways by the end of the next
financial year.

The budget has, unfortunately, pegged the annual plan outlay
for 1997-98 at the same amount as the previous year, i.e., Rs. 8,300
crore. This is due to the absence of sufficient budgetary support
for the development of the railways which will have a deleterious
effect on improving the maintenance, augmentation of rolling stock
and development of the railways. The government has failed to
reverse the trend of reduction in outlay for infrastructure
development by this retrograde policy of cutting down on budgetary

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, March 2, 1997.
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support for the railways. With the growing burden of oil imports
that will further push up the cost of road transport, it is all the more
necessary to strengthen and expand the railway network. Hence
the Polit Bureau requests the Central Government to reconsider
this matter and increase the funds made available to the railways.



CPI(M)’s Homage to Comrade
Deng Xiaoping*

Statement Dated February 20, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its deep sorrow at the
death of Comrade Deng Xiaoping, a prominent leader of the Chinese
revolution and one of the builders of Socialist China.

Comrade Deng Xiaoping, during his seven decades long political
life, played an important role throughout the history of modern
China. In pre-revolutionary China, Deng’s activities included
organizing the Communist Party, participating in the Long March
and serving as one of the commanders of the People’s Liberation
Army. After the establishment of People’s Republic of China, during
the period of the socialist construction, Comrade Deng played a
major role through the ups and downs of Chinese history. Deng
was the architect of the post-cultural revolution reforms in China.

The CPI(M) recalls the long association that its leadership had
with Deng Xiaoping. In 1983, it was under his leadership that the
relations between both the parties were re-established.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) dips the Red Flag in homage to
the departed leader. The CPI(M) conveys its heartfelt condolences
to the leadership of the People’s Republic of China, members of
the family and the Chinese people. The CPI(M) conveys its
condolences to the Central Committee and all members of the
Communist Party of China and shares their grief on the passing
away of this outstanding Communist leader.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, March 2, 1997.
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CPI(M)’s Polit Bureau on
Union Budget 1997-1998*

Statement Dated February 28, 1997 Issued to Press

Despite the concern expressed by the finance minister over the
pro-poor commitments made in the Common Minimum
Programme, the substance of the budget is disappointing. It does
not made adequate allocations for rural development, infrastructure
and the social sectors. And it fails to make a departure from the
liberalization initiated in 1991.

While expressing concern over the small share of national income
which gets collected as tax revenue, and particularly as direct tax
revenue, the finance minister has chosen to provide a range of tax
concessions mainly to the rich and resort to substantial reductions
in customs duties. The personal income tax concessions amounting
to nearly one-third of the current tax rate should have resulted in a
fall in tax revenues to the tune of at least Rs. 5000 crore. This does
not get mention in the finance minister’s speech or in the budget
figures, possibly because of the unrealistic presumption that better
tax compliance would recoup this loss. Further, corporate tax rates
have been reduced and the surcharge abolished, taxes on dividends
have been dropped, and capital gains taxes have been reduced in
the case of non-resident and foreign institutional investors. These
concessions on the direct tax front amount to a significant bonanza
for the rich.

Tjhe budget also addresses the other principal components of
the ideology of liberalization which secks to open up the domestic
economy to foreign producers. Besides launching on the process
of opening up the insurance sector, a range of customs duty

reductions, resulting in a total revenue loss of Rs. 2625 crore, have
—_— e

*Published in “PEOP‘LE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, March 9, 19917,
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been announced, that cannot but have a deindustrializing effect on
domestic industry and serious consequences for the trade deficit.

What this set of concessions adds up to is a strategy in which
the state sector’s finances would increasingly be based on
administered price increases rather than tax revenue. For example,
while railway freight and tariff increases have netted Rs.1800 crore
and the postal hikes announced in the budget will fetch an amount
in excess of Rs. 300 crore, the net loss on account of the tax
proposals announced by the finance minister himself works out to
Rs.1725 crore. This strategy is faulty, first because it has inflationary
consequences.

Secondly, an inadequate tax effort and reliance on other forms
of financing central plan outlays can well result in serious shortfalls
as happened last year. The revised estimate of central plan outlay
for 1996-97 is Rs.77,518 crore as against the budget estimate of
Rs. 87,086 crore. The significant increase in central plan outlay as
well as in specific sectors like rural development in the budget for
the coming year, have been arrived at by making comparisons with
these relatively low revised estimates rather than the budget
estimates for 1996-97. v

Thirdly, such shortfalls force desperate efforts to woo multinational
companies to invest in crucial infrastructure sectors. Last year the
ONGC’s plan investments were Rs. 6190 crore in the budget and
were cut down to Rs. 4451 crore in the revised estimates. To meet
the consequences reflected in the sharp decline in domestic crude
output, the finance minister has offered a range of concessions
including seven years tax holidays to oil exploration companies
from India and abroad. The implications of this strategy come
through from a perusal of the indictment of the government by the
CAG with respect to past experiments with such policies. The
budget reflects the liberalization ideology in one other significant
way, viz., the declaration that capital account convertibility
constitutes the “cherished goal” of the country. This “cherished
goal” did not figure in the Common Minimum Programme and if
realized, would expose the country to_ghe depredation
international speculators.
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CPI(M)’s Homage to Comrade
Cheddi Jagan*

Text of The Telegram Sent by The General Secretary
of The CPI(M) to the Peoples’ Progressive Party
of Guyana

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
expresses its deep grief and sorrow at the untimely demise of
Comrade Cheddi Jagan, President of Guyana.

Comrade Cheddi Jagan was associated with the Marxist
movement for over four long decades. Son of an indentured Indian
emigrant, Comrade Cheddi Jagan led Guyana to independence from
British colonial rule in 1966. Earlier, he was first elected president
in the colonially administered elections in 1953. As the head of the
Peoples’ Progressive Party, he played an important role in Guyana's
transition. However, imperialism led by the United States of
America and Britain conspired with the active involvement of the
CIA to keep Comrade Cheddi Jagan and the Peoples’ Progressive
Party out of power despite their popularity. Overcoming all such
conspiracies and the racial conflict that was sought to be injected
by imperialism between people of the Indian origin and those of
African origin, Comrade Cheddi Jagan triumphantly bounced back
to power in 1992. The Peoples’ Progressive Party won the elections
ending nearly three decades of US supported administration.

The Central Committee conveys its deep-felt condolences to

his wife Janet and children Cheddi Jr. and Nadira and to the people
of Guyana. .

#Pubhshm “\ "PEOPLE’ &DWOCRACY”, New Delhl, March 16, 1997.
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CPI(M) Hails Agreement On
Chakma Refugees*

Statement Dated March 10, 1997 Issued by The
Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) welcomes the agreement for the
repatriation of the 50,000 Chakma refugees to Bangladesh who
are now staying in Tripura. The agreement signed by the
Bangladesh authorities and the leaders of the Chakma refugees
paves the way for the solution of the Chakma refugee problem.
The terms of the agreement provides for financial assistance for
rehabilitation and provision of land to the landless in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts.

Apart from resolving the long-standing refugee problem, this
agreement will contribute to further strengthening of relations
between India and Bangladesh.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, March 16, 1997.
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CPI(M) On Developments
in Uttar Pradesh*

Statement Dated March 19, 1997 Issued by
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, General Secretary
of The CPI(M)

The BJP-BSP agreement to stake the claim to form the government
should end the long period of uncertainty about the formation of
the government in Uttar Pradesh. Politically, both the BJP and the
BSP have once again exposed their cynical opportunism. It may
be recalled that such a short-lived alliance was formed in 1995
also. Now the anxiety to be in power has resulted in a new creative
act of opportunism in which the two parties will have chief ministers
by rotation for six months each. What will happen when Mayawati’s
first term as chief minister ends remains to be seen.

The BSP has “defected” to the BJP, abandoning its electoral
ally, the Congress(I). For the Congress(]) also, its opportunist stance
of insisting that the BSP is consistently secular and Mayawati
should be made chief minister, has landed it in an indefensible
position. The BSP, as the CPI(M) has been maintaining, has proved
to be totally unreliable in the fight against communalism.

* « ,
Published 1n “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, March 23, 1997.
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CPI(M) Condemns Budgam Killings*

Statement Dated March 23, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the killings of
seven Kashmiri Pundits in Budgam district in Kashmir. The
targetting of a particular community reveals the provocative
intentions of the criminals. Their immediate motive, obviously, is
to hamper the process of the return of the immigrants to the state.
This barbarous act has been perpetuated by the extremist groups
which are bent on disturbing the atmosphere of peace and normalcy
that is developing in the state in the wake of the formation of an
elected government. While the All-Party Hurriyat Conference has
condemned the killings, it is necessary that the Hurriyat realizes at
least now that there are sinister forces which are striving to utilize
such incidents to destabilize the emerging peaceful situation in the
state,

The Polit Bureau calls upon the people of Kashmir to realize the
evil designs of the Pakistan backed fundamentalist groups and
unitedly rebuff these provocative terrorist actions. The CPI(M) is
confident that the J&K Government will take all necessary measures
to strengthen the security of the people and to facilitate the return
and re-settlement of the immigrants in the valley.

*Published mn “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, March 30, 1997.
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CPI(M) On Developments in
Uttar Pradesh*

Statement dated March 20, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The BJP and the BSP have come together once again to form the
government in Uttar Pradesh. While this decision puts an end to
the prolonged stalemate after the assembly elections, there is not
much hope that this ramshackle and cynical arrangement will lead
to anything resembling stable governance in the interests of the
people. That this is a thoroughly opportunistic alliance, forged
solely with the aim of sharing power, is evident from the six-month
long tortuous negotiations to cobble together this arrangement
including denunciation of each other. It will not be able to resolve
the basic contradiction between one partner propagating Hindutva
and the other championing the Dalit cause and fighting the
*Manuvadi” forces.

The BJP-BSP combination has come up with the novel proposal
to rotate the chief ministership between the two parties after six
months which, in itself, is an admission of their irreconcilable
demands for the leadership of the government. The impact of such
a cynical arrangement on the administration can well be imagined.

The BSP leadership’s “defection” to the BJP side punctures the
Congress(I)’s repeated claim that a secular government should be
formed with Mayawati as chief minister. It vindicates the position
of the United Front not to accept a government under the leadership
of Mayawati because of the refusal of the BSP to stand by the
principles of secularism. The BSP’s second alliance with the BIP

once agair_\ shows that it is a totally unreliable force to fight
communalism.

*Published 1n “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, March 30, 1997.
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CPI(M) On High Court Verdict
in Hawala Case*

Statement Dated April 9, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The judgement of the High Court quashing the proceedings against
L.K. Advani, V.C. Shukla and the Jain brothers will have adverse
repercussions in the prosecution of the hawala cases.

It is unusual for the higher court to quash an FIR or chargesheet
when the matter is already before the trial court. It would have
been better to leave it to the special court hearing the trial to decide
what is admissible evidence. The Jain diaries and papers reveal a
systematic account of foreign money received and payments made
which is the basis on which chargesheets were framed against a
number of top politicians and officials. Some of the recipients have
admitted to receiving payments either wholly or in part. This judicial
intervention will effectively nullify prosecution in the most serious
case of corruption in high places which has come to light since
independence.

It is therefore necessary, both in the interest of justice and the
fight against corruption, that the CBI go in appeal to the Supreme
Court against the judgement.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, April 13, 1997.
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CPI(M) Condemns Murders of
Samajwadi Party Workers*

Statement Dated April 8, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its deep concern at the
spate of killings of Samajwadi Party workers in Uttar Pradesh since
the BIP-BSP Government took office. In the past one week, eight
Samajwadi Party workers have been killed in different parts of the
state. The most gruesome incident was the killing of four Samajwadi
Party leaders at Varanasi including the president of the Kashi
Vidyapith Students” Union and the state vice-president of the
Samajwadi Yuvjan Sabha. The Mayawati Government has done
nothing to check these murderous attacks.

The BJP-BSP alliance, which was vociferously protesting the
deterioration in the law and order situation under President’s rule,
is now bent upon adopting a vindictive attitude to its political
opponents. The Polit Bureau demands immediate action by the
Mayawati Government to end these political killings and ensure

that th(? police take prompt measures to arrest the culprits
responsible for these murders.

* M M 64 ’
Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, April 13, 1997.
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CPI(M)’s Condolence Message on
Biju Patnaik’s Death*

Statement Dated April 8, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
expresses its deep sorrow at the passing away of Shri Biju Patnaik,
veteran freedom fighter and a prominent political leader of the
country. Shri Biju Patnaik was one of the last leaders of the
generation who played an active role in the freedom struggle and
who served the country in public office for over a period of three
decades. His contribution to the anti-imperialist struggle in
Indonesia by piloting the plane carrying Sukarno and other leaders
out of the country during its independence struggle will always be
remembered. In his various stints as the Chief Minister of Orissa
beginning from 1961, he emerged as the tallest leader of the state.
He also served in the Union Cabinet under different governments.
As a leader of the Janata Party and the Janata Dal, he played an
important role in building the non-congress secular coalition at the
national level.

The Polit Bureau conveys its heartfelt condolences to his wife
and family members.

*Published in “PEOPLE’'S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, April 27, 1997.
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Polit Bureau of CPI(M) Demands
Punishment of Murderers of
Comrade K. Leelavati*

Statement Dated April 25, 1997 Issued
to Press

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) vehemently condemns the brutal
killing of Comrade K. Leelavati, an elected CPI{M) woman member
of Madurai Municipal Corporation, Tamil Nadu. Comrade
Leelavati, who was a wholetime cadre of the party and vice-
president of the Madurai unit of the AIDWA, was murdered by
anti-social elements on April 23 as she proved to be an unrelenting
champion of the people’s interests and who fought to curb anti-
social activities in her constituency.

All those involved in the murder of Comrade Leelavati must be
brought to book. The state government must ensure that no one 1s
spared whatever be their political affiliations.

The Polit Bureau pays homage to this valiant fighter of the

communist movement and conveys its heartfelt condolences to her
husband and daughters.

*Published in “PEQPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, May 4, 1997.
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CPI(M)’s Condolence Message On
The Death of Comrade Peng Zhen
of China¥*

During his nearly seven decades long career of revolutionary
activities, Comrade Peng played a leading role in the evolution
and construction of modern China. He was one of the senior most
proletarian revolutionaries of the older generation who steered
China through its socialist revolution and the twists and turns of
the later period. Comrade Peng steadfastly upheld the revolutionary
tenets of Marxism-Leninism. After being purged during the cultural
revolution and forced to spend 12 years in rural exile, Comrade
Peng returned to the leadership in 1979 and was instrumental in
founding the socialist legal system in China to check the arbitrary
use of power. Though he gave up official positions in 1987, he
continued to play an important role in influencing the policy
direction of modern China.

In his death, the international Communist movement has lost a
staunch defender of socialism. The Central Committee of the
CPI(M) conveys its heartfelt condolences to the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of China and its entire membership.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, May 4, 1997. CPI(M)
General Secretary, Harkishan Singh Surjeet, sent this message on April 28, 1997
to the International Liaison Department of the Commumist Party of China.
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CPI(M) On Broadcast Bill*

Statement Dated May 1, 1997 Issued
by The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

It is unfortunate that the Union cabinet has decided to go ahead
with the Broadcast Bill despite serious objections having been
voiced regarding the direction and intent of the bill. The provisions
of the Broadcast Bill would lead to a situation where, instead of
providing for an autonomous public broadcasting system by
updating the provisions of the Prasar Bharati Act, the entire
electronic media would be privatized, with foreign media
monopolies being allowed a free run. The provision for 49 per
cent foreign holding in media companies in India and other facilities
extended to foreign satellite channels will swamp the domestic
media. It is strange that the aim of the Prasar Bharati Act to provide
for autonomy for Doordarshan and AIR and to strengthen the public
broadcasting system, initiated by the V.P. Singh Government, is
now being undermined by a decision of the Gujral Government.
The CPI(M) calls upon the government not to proceed with the
Broadcast Bill and the amendments to the Prasar Bharati Act

without having a full discussion on the future of the electronic
media in the country.

* : “ ,
Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, May 11, 1997.
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CPI(M) Polit Bureau’s Communique*

Released in a Press Conference Held
in New Delhi on May §, 1997.

The CPI(M) has warned the United Front Government against any
further hike in petroleum prices and said this would have a
“cascading effect” on prices at a time when the common mah was
already reeling under intolerable rise in the prices of even the
most essential commodities. It also demanded that the UF
Government immediately accept the CBI’s proposal to appeal the
Supreme Court against the decision of the Delhi High Court in the
hawala case, and reiterated that “as soon as the chargesheets are
served on all those holding office they should resign, including the
Bihar chief minister.”

Addressing a Press conference on May 5, 1997 after the two-
days’ Polit Bureau meeting of the Party held to discuss the political
developments since its last meeting in April, CPI(M) general
secretary, Harkishan Singh Surjeet, criticized the UF Government
for its failure to take steps to benefit the poor and refusal to
implement the progressive proposals contained in the Common
Minimum Programme.

Surjeet pointed out that the Common Minimum Programme
contained “their agenda” (i.e. the pro-liberalization aspect) as
well as “our agenda.” But unfortunately, the UF Government had
not taken a single step to implement our agenda which included
land reforms, central legislation for agricultural workers, electoral
reforms, the Lokpal Bill, the bill providing secret ballot for trade
union membership, etc. “These decisions do not require any money,
but the government its simply not bothered about them,” he said.
He pointed out that not a single minister ever mentioned the need
of land reforms and on the question of central legislation for

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, May 11, 1997.
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agricultural labour, the government was adopting delaying tactics
on the pretext of consulting the states. “The states, except the Left
ruled states, would never agree because they are dominated by
feudal interests,” he said, while asserting that the Centre must
pass this long-pending bill.

He said not only were these aspects of the CMP completely
ignored, the government was going ahead with its economic policies
which were adversely affecting the vast majority of the people.
Apart from the threatened hike in petroleum prices, the finance
minister had also talked of removing subsidies which would take
away even the limited relief available to the people. He said,
Chidambaram claimed that by removing subsidies, the government
would have more funds to spend on health and education. But these
were false promises—the government only paid lip service to the
idea of providing health, education, housing, etc. The CMP also
contained these promises, but no steps had been taken in the
direction. Chidambaram, Surjeet added, was least bothered about
these measures but was interested only in serving the interests of
and earning praises from big business and foreign multinational
companies.

Regarding the finance bill, Surjeet said the Left was not just
dissatisfied with the budget but had grave misgivings about is
implications. The Left parties had already forwarded their
amendments to the bill. In reply to a question, he said the opposition
to the finance bill would be taken up outside parliament also an
“we will mobilize the masses” in a big way against the
govemmer.tt’s anti-people policies and force them to change it

Regarding corruption cases, Surjeet urged the government 10
allow t{1e CBI to appeal against the decision of the Delhi High
Court in the hawala case. He criticized the fact that the CBI
proposal had been lying with government for the last three weeks
ind yet no decisiqn had been taken. On the Bihar fodder scam, the
r:{tohailmade its position very clear—all those who wert

5 nsivle should be booked and action taken against them.
b et e Pl B e 4
Party Congress in ;mmmee the proposal for holding the né*

ebruary 1998 at Calcutta. The Centrd

Committee meeting is being held from May 12 10 14, 1997.
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The text of the Polit Bureau's communique, issued on this
occasion, follows:

Economic Situation

Considering the present economic situation, the Polit Bureau
noted that burdens continued to be imposed on the common people
through the relentless price rise. The statements by the Prime
Minister and the finance minister indicating a further hike in the
petroleum prices, will have a cascading effect on the overall
inflationary situation thus imposing further burdens on the people.
The latest proposal by the finance minister suggesting a drastic,
across the board reduction of subsidies, will further contribute to
the misery of the people. While such burdens continue to be
imposed, the Polit Bureau noted with concern the failure of the
United Front Government in implementing the various
commitments made in the Common Minimum Programme for
providing relief to the common people. Even the proposed PDS
has not come into operation. '

Apart from the proposals regarding the economic relief, the Polit
Bureau expressed concern that many other commitments like the
Lokpal Bill, reservation for women, agricultural labour legislation,
etc, made in the Common Minimum Programme had also not been
brought forward for legislation and implementation. The Polit
Bureau of the CPI(M) urged the UF Government to prioritize its
work and implement the promises made to the people.

With regard to the finance bill, the Polit Bureau reiterated the
suggestions made by the Left parties in a memorandum submitted
to the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister has assured to have
discussions on the issues raised by the Left Parties before the
passage of the finance bill. The Polit Bureau hoped that this would
be done even at this late stage.

The Polit Bureau decided to carry forward and strengthen popular
struggles against the negative manifestations of the present
economic policies.

Corruption
The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) called upon the United Front
Government to immediately accept the CBI’s proposal to appeal
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the Supreme Court against the decision of the Delhi High Court in
the hawala case. It is, indeed, unfortunate that pressures from
various quarters are being mounted to force the government not to
go in for an appeal. Succumbing to such pressures would amount
to reneging the assurance made by the United Front to cleanse the
system of institutionalized corruption.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M)) called upon the UF government
to immediately permit such an appeal and thus uphold its credibility
and commitments.

The Polit Bureau reiterated the earlier demand of the Left parties
that as soon as the chargesheets are served on all those holding
office, they should resign, including the Bihar Chief Minister.
Instead of facing trial, efforts are being made to scuttle the process
of investigation. The Polit Bureau called upon the UF government
to stand firm in the struggle against corruption and to bring 0
book at the earliest those found guilty.

16th Party Congress

The Polit Bureau decided to put before the Central Committee,
the proposal for holding the 16th Party Congress in February 1998
at Calcutta. This Congress would coincide with the 150th
anniversary of the publication of the Communist Manifesto. The

d_etails regarding the venue, dates and preparatory work will
finalized by the Central Committee.
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Communique Issued by The
Central Committee of The CPI(M)
Following Its Meeting Held in
New Delhi on May 12-14, 1997*

The CPI(M) Central Committee had decided that it was no longer
sufficient to fight against the economic policy measures of the
United Front Government within the Steering Committee and in
parliament and it was time to take the fight into the streets. It had
therefore decided to launch a mass campaign from July 15 to 31
to mobilize the people for the implementation of the positive
commitments made in the Common Minimum Programme and
oppose the measures which went against the interests of the
common man, the CPI(M) General Secretary, Harkisan Singh
Surjeet, said at New Delhi, May 15, 1997.

Addressing a Press conference on the deliberations of the three-
day Central Committee meeting of the Party from May 12 to 14,
Surjeet said the CC had endorsed the PB’s handling of the crisis
following the withdrawal of Congress support from the Deve
Gowda Government. ) .

The CC was very critical of the Congress(I)’s decision to
withdraw support. Surjeet explained that the CPI(M) went along
with the decision to change the leader only because other parties
in the UF were not prepared to face elections. The CPI(M)’s aim
was to keep the UF united and prevent the Congress from joining
the coalition, and it had succeeded on both counts.

Surjeet expressed the Central Committee’s strong criticism of
the UF’s economic policies. While the UF Government had some
positive achievements 1o its credit on the question of federalism,
secularism, foreign policy and tackling of corruption, its economic
policies were far from satisfactory. Surjeet said the priority for

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, March 18, 1997.
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the government is how to please the multinationals, the big business
and foreign capital the priority is not how to help the common
man. This was evident from the fact that no previous budget of the
Government of India had been hailed by big business to the extent
that Chidambaram’s latest budget had been. The corporate sector
was so happy with the budget that it exerted pressure on political
parties to pass the budget even when the very future of the Deve
Gowda Government was under a cloud. “They were not concerned
about the country—only about the budget. The World Bank and
IMF were also very happy with the budget,” Surjeet said, pointing
out how the government was catering to these narrow interests at
the cost of the vast majority of the people.

The Central Committee also demanded resignation of all those
involved in the Bihar fodder scandal including the Chief Minister,
Laloo Prasad Yadav.

Speaking on the issue, Surjeet said, “We will not allow anyone
to remain in office if he is chargesheeted.” He said the recent
campaign of the Left parties in Bihar calling for Laloo Yadav's
resignation had been a big success.

In reply to a question as to why the issue of Laloo’s resignation
was not taken up in the UF Steering Committee last week, Surjett
said, “All the members of the Steering Committee openly demanded
his resignation”. They decided that once the chargesheet was filed,
he must step down. At that time, members of the Steering Committet
were unaware that the CBI had sought sanction from the Bihar
governor for the prosecution of the chief minister. This information
was r eceiyed “only after we dispersed,” Surjeet said.

Asked if the United Front would ensyre his resignation once the
chargesheet was filed, Surjeet said, “Yes, the UF is committed 10
a corru;'ytion-free government. The UF image (of fighting agains!
corruption) has to be maintained.”

s h;Z lrffal I};etz Ze‘i‘i‘e_mo”' Surjeet also felt that the Bihar gove(nof
it was an issue bi}on on hthe ¢ ha{- 8 eSf'leet as soon as gos;zble sgze
cannot sit on the issol::ft edP“bllC o rfa}or.impltc:atwﬂs- e

Surjeet also referred ;) ‘ ha)’S ogeiher, Surjeet said inst
him regarding amassin . tle slanderous Charges' levelled again”
Laloo Prasad Yaday iwea thand property. He said three days a8®,

ad talked to him on the phone and said,
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“You are my leader, if you bless me, I will make the UF strong.”
Surjeet said he told him that he did not believe in leaders and
followers, but his party was firm on the principle that any person
holding public office should resign if chargesheeted in a corruption
case. The very next day, stories appeared in a number of newspapers
alleging that Surjeet has amassed a lot of wealth. “Let my whole
wealth be taken by him alongwith all the fodder,” Surjeet said. He
also expressed surprise that newspapers could publish such canards
about him at this stage after he had spent decades in public life.
Surjeet also said, of late, there was a barrage of attacks against
the CBI by a number of political parties because the investigating
agency was pursuing cases against people in power. “The attack on
CBIl is a panicky reaction,” he said, referring to the statements made
in parliament on May 14, accusing the CBI of making selective leaks
in the Bofors case. He said this allegation carried little weight
because the whole country had been discussing Bofors for years
and no secrets had been revealed. He said the BJP too had started
attacking the CBI, perhaps because the CBI had called for a review
of the decision to exonerate L. K. Advani of the hawala charges.
In reply to a question, Surjeet denied newspaper reports of an
“understanding” between the CPI(M) and Congress in the Punjab
Bye-election. He said in the Qila Raipur assembly seat which the
Punjab chief minister Prakash Singh Badal had won in the
assembly elections, the CPI(M) candidate had stood second
securing over 28,000 votes while the Congress had come fourth
with around 5,000 votes. Simranjit Singh Mann had got around
14,000 votes. In order to defeat the Akali Dal candidate, a one to
one fight was necessary and it was only for this reason that the
Congress, on its own, had decided not to put up a candidate in the
seat. It was for the same reason that Simranjit Singh Mann was
also not fighting this time but there could not possibly be any
“understanding” with Mann or with Congress, Surjeet asserted.
In reply to questions, Surjeet said the CPI(M) had decided to
consult other parties before chalking out a position on the
forthcoming elections to the post of president and vice-president.
He said the situation was such that the UF and Congress would
have to have an understanding to elect a common candidate. The
situation was the same during the last presidential elections but a
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way was found out. The CPI(M) had played an important role at
that time. This time, some way would have to be worked out, he
said, but refused to go into any details at this stage.

Surjeet said the CC had heard a report on the ongoing
rectification campaign being conducted inside the Party. He said
a lot of deviations including corruption and other vices had entered
into the Party and had to be weeded out. The campaign had been
completed in most of the states.

On the decision to constitute a commission to update the Party
programme as per decision of the 15th Congress. Surjeet said the
first meeting of the commission would take place on June 16, 1997.

The Central Committee’s communique issued on this occasion,
Jollows. :

Stand on Government Crisis

The Central Committee reviewed the political development at the
national level since its last meeting held in February. The Central
Committee endorsed the stand taken by the Polit Bureau with regard
to the crisis created by the withdrawal of support to the Deve Gowd
Government by the Congress(l). The Central Committee was of
the view that the Congress Party took this indefensible stp
motivated by its narrow interests as many of the Congress leaders
are faced with corruption charges and are unable to reconcile 1©
the fact that it has been losing popular support because of the wrong
policies it pursued when it was in government.

The Central Committee expressed satisfaction that the United
Front could remain united and tackie the problem created by the
Congress action. The formation of the 1. K. Gu jral Government is
an expression of the resolve of the United Front to preserve the
secular combination which was formed to fight the BJP and defend
secular vall{es. The United Front can be strengthened only if there
are no unprincipled compromises made under Congress pressure-

Record of UF Government

It is now nearl
office. The co
secularism, stre
state relations

Y a year since the United Front Government took
mmitment of this government was to defend
ngthen the federal system by restructuring centre-
and to provide relief to the people by initiating
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suitable economic policy measures. The United Front Government
has been able to take positive steps with regard to strengthening
federalism, defence of secular values, combating corruption and
foreign policy measures to improve the relations with the
neighbouring countries. However, the record of the United Front
Government in economic policy matters and providing relief to
the people by fulfilling its commitments made in the Common
Minimum Programme, are unsatisfactory.

Harmful Economic Policies

In the sphere of economic policy, the United Front Government
continues on the course set by the preceding Congress Government.
Whether it be the disinvestment of public sector shares, failure to
revive sick industries, indiscriminate opening to foreign capital,
concessions to big business and the affluent — the United Front
Government’s record is retrograde and harmful.

The Union budget, which has been hailed by big business and
foreign capital, will further heighten inequalities and transfer
resources from the common people to the rich; it will harm domestic
industry, particularly the small scale sector. Except for the Left
parties, the United Front constituents are unable to respond to the
need for alternative economic policies which will assure a self-
reliant economic growth which will also fulfil the aspirations of
the common people.

The Central Committee expressed its concern at the steps taken
by the United Front Government to denationalize the coal mining
sector, privatize the oil industry and for opening up of the insurance
sector. The Central Committee resolved to take the lead to oppose
these measures.

Failure to Fulfil Commitments

Apart from initiating policies favoured by the IMF-World Bank
and Indian big business, the United Front Government has shown
a serious weakness to translate its commitments in the Common
Minimum Programme which are democratic and favour social
Justice. Despite repeated promises, the Women’s Reservation Bill
has been stalled in Parliament. The central legislation for
agricultural labour is still to be introduced in Parliament; the Lokpal
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Drought Conditions in Orissa ,

The Central Committee expressed its deep concern at the
sufferings of the people in the drought affected areas of Orissa.
The severity of the drought has not been properly assessed by the
state government and the administration has miserably failed to
deal with the situation. The Central Government has also not
responded adequately. It is essential that the central government
ensure enough funds and the State Government immediately
undertake responsibility for drilling of deep tubewells in the
drought affected areas. The Central Government and the state
government should jointly discuss the long-term measures to be
taken to see that the recurring drought conditions are eliminated.

Rectification Campaign

The Central Committee heard a report on the ongoing
rectification campaign being conducted inside the Party toremove
shortcomings and defects and to streamline the Party’s functioning.
The discussions on the rectification campaign have been completed

in all the state committees and is now being conducted at the district
and lower levels.

Updating Party Programme

The Central Committee decided to constitute a commission
update the Party programme as per the decision of the 15th Party
Congress. The commission will consist of Harkishan Singh Surje¢t
E.M.S. Namboodiripad, Jyoti Basu, P. Ramachandran, Sitara™
Yechury and Anil Biswas. The commission has been entrusted

with the work of preparing a draft of the updated programme 0 be
submitted to the Central Committee.

16th Party Congress

The Central Committee decided to hold the 16th Congress of
the Party at Calcutta in February 1998. The Party Congress is being
held to coincide with the 150th anniversary of the publication of
the Communist Manifesto. The Central Committee worked out2

time-table for the holding of Party conferences at all levels priof
to the congress.
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Report On Political Developments*

Adopted by The Central Committee of The
CPI(M), in Its Meeting Held in New Delhi
on May 12-14, 1997

The last CC meeting held between 14 and 16 February, 1997, had
reviewed the political developments both in the international and
national spheres. It made a sharp critique of the IMF-World Bank
dominated policies of liberalization and called upon the Left and
democratic forces to organize resistance against these policies. It
called upon the Party committees to educate the activists that sole
reliance should not be placed on getting concessions and we must
take the initiative to mobilize people for struggles and build up the
united movements of all sections of the working people against
the harmful policies of the United Front Government and various
state governments. It asked the Parliamentary group to be alert so
that we raise all issues affecting the people and demarcate and
oppose all the economic policies which will go against the country’s
interests. While maintaining unity within the United Front
constituents to face all attacks by the BJP, our MPs should be able
to assert the independent stand of the Party on all such policy
matters and people’s issues which are within the framework of the
old Congress policies. Our effort must be to see that the government
fulfill its commitment made in the CMP with regard to legislations
and policy measures such as the reservation for women, central
legislation for agricultural labour, a proper Lokpal Bill, electoral
reform and so on. Taking into account the entire situation, the
Central Committee outlined the following immediate tasks:

*This ‘Report on Political Developments’ covers the period since the last Central
Committee meeting of the CPI(M) held on February 14-16, 1997 (refer Document
under Item No. 8 and Document No. 9 of this volume). This was published as a
booklet in June 1997 and also covered in a compilation of Central Commitiee
Documents published in October 1998.
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We must be vigilant to counter the US imperialist pressures
which seek to subvert India’s independent foreign policy and
security interests. The Party should conduct constantly anti-
imperialist campaigns both in solidarity with anti-imperialist
struggles abroad and for heightening the people’s
consciousness about imperialist manoeuvres against India
and in South Asia.
The United Front Government has yet to fulfill many
commitments made in the Common Minimum Programme
particularly with regard to progressive legislation and
measures like the reservation for women bill, agricultural
workers bill, Lokpal Bill, electoral reforms, recognition of
trade unions by secret ballot and so on. The Party and the
various united platforms of mass organizations should take
up the movements and campaigns to make the govemment
act on these.
The economic policies of the Deve Gowda Government are
generating growing popular discontent. We must focus on
then to demarcate from the wrong policies, project the Party’s
independent position and mobilize the working people for
struggles. The defence of the public sector, saving jobs
fighting back privatization, strengthening public distributiod
system, implementation of land reforms are issues which
require the Party’s initiative and the development of class
and mass struggles.
Th.e communal forces represented by the BJP-RSS and its
allies are seeking to utilize the decline of the Congress and
the problems of the people to strengthen their position and
to renew their bid for power. Constant alertness to foil any
attempt to raise communal issues and to bring up divisive
slogans must be met politically and ideologically. The
opportunism _and Power mongering within the BJP in states
%);;e;:;i bgflz (r)nust l?e expos.ed amongst the people. t
place in the cou;iup’tlon continues to occupy an importan
should continue? | affics Th.e PE}rty and. the Left forCe:
cormuption in hi O wage a principled fight to expos
ption i high places and to see that none of the guilty
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are spared. Campaigns must be conducted to mobilize people
to see that all the scandals including Bofors lead to the
prosecution of all the guilty persons.

“In order to take up all these major tasks, the Party at all
levels must show initiative to build up different types of
struggles. We should strive to strengthen Left unity and build
up such movements so that wider sections can be mobilized.
It is the popular mobilization and Left initiative which can
help to counter the communal forces who will seek to diver
the discontent of the people and to advance the Left and
democratic forces.”

The last three months saw major political developments take
place.

Congress Manoeuvre:
Withdrawal of Support

Just a few days after the Central Committee meeting, the
Congress Party came out with a resolution criticizing the United
Front Government. This, however, did not refer to the economic
or any other policies of the government. It was mainly confined to
complaints that the Congress Party is not being consulted on various
issues. It was also a reflection of the inner-party struggle going on
inside the Congress. Though a new leadership has emerged with
Sitaram Kesri as president, it has not put an end to the inner struggle
going on between the various factions inside the Congress. Instead
of drawing lessons from their experience and orienting for policy
changes, the Congress began asserting to become part of the
government. This brought about the crisis between the UF and the
Congress.

The Congress was also banking on the differences within the
United Front; these were not on policy issues but on personal
equations between different personalities and formations. This was
so because there are no major differences between them on
economic policy. The exposure of various corruption scandals
which had earlier involved many Congress leaders and others, now
pointed towards the Janata Dal president and Bihar Chief Minister.
This had an impact on the United Front itself. A section in the



78 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

United Front began echoing the demand for a coalition with the
Congress Party in the name of bringing stability in the country
ignoring the fact that such a step would be going against the verdict
of the people in the last Lok Sabha elections. This resulted in the
straining of relations between the United Front and the Congress.
Ultimately it led to the sudden withdrawal of support to the United
Front by the Congress when the Congress president submitted a
letter to this effect to the President Shankar Dayal Sharma on March
30. A day later, this was followed by another letter staking claim
to form the government. These letters were written at a time when
the Indo-Pakistan secretary level talks were taking place and foreign
ministers of non-aligned countries were preparing to meet at Delhi
on April 7.

There were some indications that the Congress will follow such
a course of action. But our assessment was that the Congress was
not in a position to go to the elections and if elections are held they
will suffer more losses. We had underestimated the tensions

brewing inside the United Front on which the Con gress was banking
upon.

CPI(M) Stand

The Polit Bureau held consultations about the stand to be taken
to meet the situation. In the Steering Committee our Party took 2
firm position and came out with the suggestion that there should
be no question of change of leadership, no coalition with the
Congress and that the United Front should remain united. This
was supported even by those who had certain reservations. This
was followed by discussions with several Congress leaders. It W&
evident that the dominant section of the Congress was insisting o
change of leader of the United Front to disrupt its unity. On Aprl
3 and 4 a special meeting of the PB was called to discuss the

situation and it endorsed the stand taken by the Party Centre.

Breakdown of Negotiations with Congress

cor'f’f}“‘.e President in the meanwhile asked Deve Gowda to seek @

idence vote in the Lok Sabha on April 11. After three to fouf
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days of the Congress president himself came forward with the
proposal that he will be content with change of leader of the United
Front and that he is prepared to withdraw his letter to the President
staking claim to form the government. Hectic discussions took
place. There was pressure from within the Janata Dal to concede
to the Congress demand. It was the stand of our Party and the Left
which came in the way of yielding to their pressure. Discussions
between the Congress and the United Front with five representatives
from each side were announced. The United Front team consisted
of Harkishan Singh Surjeet, Chandrababu Naidu, Mulayam Singh
Yadav, Sharad Yadav and Farooq Abdullah while the Congress
was represented by Sharad Pawar, J. B. Patnaik, Jitendra Prasad,
A. K. Antony and Madhavrao Scindia.

While the Congress president had publicly announced that they
wanted a change of leader of the United Front on both days the
Congress delegation went on pressing their claim to form the
government and seeking the support of the United Front. They
argued that since they had extended support to the UF for 10 months,
now it was their turn. The UF team pointed out that they had been
rejected by the people and it is wrong for them to lay claim to form
the government and suggested that they should give some concrete
proposals in the interests of the people which the UF will implement.
The UF delegation also suggested that a mechanism between the
government and the Congress Party be established so that their
proposals can be entertained since they are a supporting party. It
was also made clear that by raising this question of a government
headed by them, the Congress was not serious about the talks but
was just wasting time to score points. It is only at the fag end of the
two days of talks that they came up with the suggestion to change
the UF leader. The UF side stated that it is an untenable position to
ask another combination or party to change its leader and such a
demand cannot be considered.

The outcome of the talks was reported to the Steering Committee
on 10th June and the Left’s point of view was accepted and a Press
conference was called to reiterate the UF position—no change of

leadership, no coalition with the Congress and the unity of the UF
to be maintained.
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Developments
Before Vote of Confidence

But soon after, rethinking began among the constituents of the
United Front about change of leader to avert the crisis. This wasa
significant development because just a few hours back a decision
had been unanimously taken and announced that there would nol
be a change of leader. Discussions resumed and proposals were
mooted in the name of warding off elections. Except for the Left,
AGP and Deve Gowda nobody else was prepared to face the
elections.

The Steering Committee met on the morning of the 11th anda
proposal came from the major constituents that a discussion on the
confidence motion should be deferred and we should reopet
negotiation with the Congress to find a way out. It was just half an
hour before the Prime Minister was to speak. The meeting of the
Steering Committee continued after the debate in the Lok Sabha
began and ultimately a proposal was mooted that the Prime Minister
should not reply to the debate and no voting should take placé
While this understanding was being arrived at, our Party leadent
took a firm position against it and bluntly stated that we cannot be
party to such negotiations. We should not bale out the Congres$ a
thi.s stage. If they insisted on their unreasonable stance let them
bring down the government by joining hands with the BJP. Becausé
of this firm stand the Steering Committee reiterated its earlief
decision about no change of leadership and no coalition with the
Cop gress. Italso decided to take the debate to its logical conclusiot
This stand bolstered the Prime Minister's position and as was seet
later, the debate against the United Front turned out to be @ debatt
against the Congress Party. The Congress found itself ina miserablé
position with none of its members coming out in defence of it
president’s action. The forceful reply given by Deve Gowda had
%00(1 tmpact throughout the country. Up to this point the United

b e bend s nd s
of support to ﬂnepD0 e(}egmmng with the Congress w‘thdn:an
taken by the Pan CV(;E owda Government it was the firm § 0
2y torther Y and the Left which enabled the United Frof

Y together in rebuffing Congress designs to divide the Front
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to make an entry into the government. The vigilance and prompt
intervention of the Party leadership in the developing situation
played the key role in checking the vacillations and opportunist
tendencies of some sections who were prepared to make any
compromise with the Congress for the sake of saving the
government. Up to the vote of confidence on April 11, it was the
Party and the Left’s firm position which contributed to the exposure
of the Congress’s narrow and indefensible action.

Clandestine Bid to Pass Budget

Meanwhile a move was made by the Finance Minister with both
the Speaker’s consent to somehow or the other get the Union budget
passed. Big business interests had become very active to safeguard
the bonanza they had received in the budget. It was decided to call
a three-day session from 21-23 of April to pass the Finance Bill
and the Prime Minister was asked by the President to continue till
then. Our Party opposed this move as contrary to parliamentary
democratic norms and demanded that instead of the Finance Bill
of a government defeated in the House, a vote on account should
be passed if such a contingency arises.

Choice of New Leader

However, after the vote of confidence the situation changed.
While the Congress Party was in no position to form the government
unless it could acquire support from sections of the United Front,
this was not possible as no one could leave the United Front at this
stage as the people would not tolerate such a defection. The BJP
was also not in a position to muster enough strength to get a
majority. The whole emphasis of the non-Left United Front partners
including a majority of the Janata Dal MPs was to form a
government under a new leader with the Congress support. When
the Janata Dal leadership itself decided in favour of change of
leadership and no partner of the United Front barring the Left and
the AGP was prepared to go in for elections, the Left had to yield
on the question of change of leadership for the sake of the unity of
the United Front.

The convener of the UF Chandrababu Naidu was authorized to
consult all the parties to ascertain the opinion of the various
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constituents and on that basis decide on the leader who gets the
largest support. After two days of consultations various names
emerged. Our Party decided that it would be better to have a leader
who will be in a position to fight the BJP in its stronghold aress
which is the North. It is from this viewpoint that we proposed tfe
name of Mulayam Singh Yadav. Though he was able to muster the
largest support among the constituents, a deadlock was created by
the stiff-resistance of the Janata Dal president. Finally after al-
round consultations the name of I.K. Gujral emerged as the
acceptable choice.

Following the UF decision to change the leader the Congress
began asserting more. However, on two issues it had to relent
following the firm position taken by our Party. It was not prepared
to give a letter to the President withdrawing its earlier claim t0
form the government and extending fresh unconditional suppor
to the United Front. They wanted to give the letter only after the
UF had elected its leader. Our Party took a firm stand that we
cannot allow the Congress a veto on the question of the UF leader
Since the UF has agreed to elect a new leader, they have no reaso?
not to withdraw their letter and extend support. After two daysd
deliberations they ultimately had to yield on this and gave in writii3
to the President extending support to the UF. Following this, e
UF elected Gujral. The President then asked Gujral to take oath
and prove his majority within a short period of two days.

The next issue was whether the Prime Minister alone would
fake oath or the whole cabinet. Ultimately due to our interventio?
1t was decided that the old team would remain and after the sessi%
1s over, reshuffle and expansion can be decided. But on the
insistence of the Janata Dal president one of the J.D. Ministe®
was dropped. The cabinet formation was not to the liking of
Congress Party because it gave the impression of continuity of t¥
same cabinet thereby exposing the hollowness of the Congrs
efforts.

Gujral had to seek the confidence vote on April 22. This deb¥
;vas ;hffergnt from the earlier one of April 11. Though both we
d(i’;;er::“;;eti ilzrgn; Governments the tenor of the debate was qul’“
their fire 'against t; Ursyhe Congress and the BIP o nt{?fl_

e United Front. The Con gress speeches just!
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their withdrawal of support to the Deve Gowda Government. The
BJP unleashed an attack against the United Front targeting the
CPI(M) in particular. This was understandable given the fact that
the CPI(M) and the Left are consistent fighters against
communalism and are exposing the conspiracies and misdeeds of,
the BJP. But Vajpayee found himself cornered and was unable to
answer questions related to Ayodhya, Kashi and Mathura raised
by some members. The negative part however was that speakers
from the United Front did not meet the virulent attack on the United
Front both from the Congress and the BJP benches. Even the
interpretation of secularism given by Vajpayee was left
unchallenged. The Prime Minister in his reply also evaded these
issues and made an appeal for unity and cooperation. One can
understand his approach to the Congress, given the fact that it is a
supporting party, but what about the BJP toward off whose danger
the United Front was formed. In fact the Prime Minister went to
the extent of announcing that Vajpayee will lead the Indian
delegation to the UN. It can be understood that speaking for the
first time as Prime Minister he had to make an appeal for
cooperation. But if this is pursued it will weaken the basis of the
formation of the front itself and ultimately endanger the government
itself. Already the Congress has started projecting that it will have
a greater say in the functioning of the UF Government.

We have always been of the firm opinion that the unity of the
United Front can only be maintained on the basis of the performance
of the United Front Government on various policy questions and
on the basis of principles which underline its formation. After the
vote of confidence, parliament was adjourned till 30th of April.
All the parties started working out their strategies for the session.

Bihar Fodder Scandal: Janata Dal Problems

Inside the Janata Dal a serious crisis has developed with the
CBI submitting its progress report to the Patna High Court and
making known its intention to charge a host of politicians including
Lal'oo. Prasad Yadav. The Left parties immediately demanded his
reSIgnz'ition. The BJP and Samata Party had already demanded that
he resign. This issue was raised in parliament also. But as the
charge-sheet was yet to be filed the debate could not be taken
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further. Now, however, since the CBI has sent the chargesheet to
the Govemnor for his sanction to prosecute Laloo Yadav, this wil
remain a burning issue in the coming days with serious implications.
Laloo Prasad refused to quit. He charged that vested interests and
certain political parties were conspiring against him. Despite hi
efforts he has not been able to gather mass support which he enjoyel
earlier because his involvement in the fodder scandal has tarnishe
his image. A section from his party including some minister canm
out against him demanding his resignation. The BJP-Samata Party
called for a Bihar Bandh on May 3. The Left parties are separatcl
agitating on this issue and demanding his resignation. Subsequent)
the CPI(ML) and the Samajwadi Party also joined with the Lefto
this issue. They are holding demonstrations and mobilizing the
people. It is only the Congress Party which is remaining silent I
might be due to the Congress president’s sympathy for Laloo Yadav
as well as the involvement of Jagannath Mishra in the scandal
Laloo Prasad has taken a stand that even if he is chargesheetedh€
will not resign and has threatened that if the United Front takes?
stand asking him to resign he will revolt and set up his own pattf

The issue had led to a crisis which threatens the unity of the Jani
Dal.

Stand on Finance Bill
After the last CC meeting, the Union budget was presented by

the Finance Minister in the parliament. It went a step further that
even Manmohan Singh’s budgets, giving enormous concessior
to the multi-nationals and Indian big business throwing burdet
on the common man. The budget got exceptional praise from
IMF a“_d big business and they began openly lobbying for it}
delegation of Left parties met the Prime Minister and presented!
memorandum of amendments. Thou gh the Prime Minister's a“i“’.de
was not m?gative nothing emerged. The Polit Bureau came out %!
a sharp criticism of the budget and instructed our MPs to attack
The Finance Minister refused to accept any of the amendme™®
suggested by the Left parties in its memorandum. After such
stance, the Polit Bureau after assessing the situation should hate
d{rected our MPs to walk out in protest against the adoption of
Finance Bill in the Lok Sabha to demarcate our position shar? y
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Situation of Other Political Parties
BJP

The situation in the major political parties like the Congress and
the BJP is also not good. With the continuation of the United Front
in government and the failure of the BJP to topple the Vaghela
Government in Gujarat, crisis developed in the Rajasthan BJP also.
The BJP resorted to counter manoeuvres by agreeing to a power
sharing agreement in Uttar Pradesh sharing ministerial berths
equally and agreeing on a rotation system of Chief Ministership
and installing Mayawati as the Chief Minister for the first six
months. During the elections both the BSP and the BJP fought
against each other on the slogan of Hindutva and the former against
the Manuwadi forces. It is an unprincipled alliance and full of
contradictions. The basic contradiction is that the BJP advocates
Hindutva and the BSP sees them as proponents of Manuwad. It
may be recalled that the BJP had withdrawn support to the last
government that was headed by Mayawati in 1995. These elections
were held after the fall of that government. Now again they have
come to an understanding which is not durable.

Whereas the BJP has got its solid base mostly among the upper
castes, the BSP following is in direct conflict with these very
sections. This is seen by the reactions of the people to the installation
of this government. It is because of this factor that within six weeks
of coming into office of this government cracks have started
surfacing. The BJP leader Kalyan Singh who himself comes from
a backward community and who is to take over as Chief Minister
six months later, as per the arrangement, is being by-passed. Kalyan
Singh all through was opposed to this understanding with BSP. He
was confident that once he is swom in he will be able to muster
enough numbers to prove majority. On the question of the
bifurcation of his home district Aligarh and its renaming, he was
not taken into confidence. He has openly come out against this.
From Mayawati’s actions it scems that she is working in such a
way that after the expiry of six months some sort of crisis situation
is created whereby she is able to continue.

As we have stated in our earlier reports, inner contradiction is
very much there inside the BJP with the basic slogan of Hindutva
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and the expansion of its base among the backwards. We should
watch how this situation develops. One thing is very clear that the
BJP is prepared to compromise any principle to come to power.I
seems to have realized that on its own it will not be able to cometo
power. It has to cover up its appeal of Hindutva and is toying wit
the idea of the formation of a National Democratic Front in which
it hopes it will be able to rope in various regional parties. The BP
which was opposing the Akalis for the last one decade due to its
support to the extremists has now joined with it both in Punjaband
at the Centre. It helps the penetration of communal feelings among
both the communities which serves the purpose of the BJP. Undr
the cover of the National Democratic Front they intend to rallf

some other regional parties too and may come out with a platform
which does not openly mention Hindutva. Earlier also on man

occasions they have changed their slogans to suit the requirements

of the situation. But it must not be forgotten that behind the BIPis

the RSS and ultimately it is the RSS which determines the fateof

the party and they would not like any deviation from the cause f

Hindutva which they are advocating.

In the meantime the Delhi High Court squashed the charge-sheet
filed against BJP president L.K. Advani in the hawala case. Utiizi"8
this opportunity the BJP announced that Advani would condit
another rathyatra to mobilize support for the BJP. Though the
programme is ostensibly to commemorate the 50th anniversary of
Indian Independence, the BIP hopes to utilize this rathyatra ©
propagate its Hindutva politics and the utmost vigilance should b

exercised to see that communal tensions are not created by the
BJP propaganda during the campaign.

Congress Party

The Congress Party is still the biggest political force in th
country. It had secured 28.8 per cent of the votes in the [ast
parliamentary elections. We had noted in the earlier CC meeti"s
that after its rout in the parliamentary elections it faced a serio®
cnsis. This crisis got further aggravated with the exposure 0
Innumerable scandals involving a large number of former ministe?

including the former Prime Minister. It has not self-critical’



Report On Political Developments 87

thought about its defeat and drawn proper lessons from it. The
disruptive role and brinkmanship resorted to in the sudden
withdrawal of support to the UF Government has also had an
adverse impact amongst the people against the Congress. The
Congress therefore is depending mostly on combinations and
permutations. The internal quarrels are not confined to the centre
along. They have spread over to the states where two or three
factions are working against each other openly. The whole
concentration is now on the party elections. Many compromises
are being worked out. Sitaram Kesri will be able to get elected as
the new president. But that will not lead to the consolidation of the
Congress Party. In this context the entry of Sonia Gandhi as a
member of the party has acquired great importance. Sonia Gandhi
enjoys blind support of many leaders. She will not strive for the
leadership at present but will be able to influence the composition
of the working committee. Certain groups which are now outside
may rejoin the Congress.

It is only by the middle of next month that a clear picture will
emerge. Unless the Congress changes its policies radically in the
realm of economic policies and its compromising attitude towards
the communal forces it can’t regain the confidence of the minorities
and the poorer sections of the population. Whatever manoeuvres it
makes it will not be able to gain power. It now has only 142 out of
the 545 members in the Lok Sabha and has governments in only
four states, apart from some of the smaller north-eastern states.

United Front: New Situation

The United Front which came into being to ward off the danger
of the BJP coming to power has not been able to consolidate its
position by implementing policies benefiting the people which could
have helped it project a viable alternative. With the change in
leadership at the Centre this task has become difficult as the Prime
Minister has no strong base. The performance of the government
has yet to make a mark. The case of Bhabani Sengupta is a pointer.
In fact after the second UF Government has come into being the
United Front is relatively weakened. This can benefit only the BJP
and the Congress. In this context, it is necessary to activize the United
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Front. However, if certain groups persist with their line of a coalition
with the Congress, it will pose serious danger to the unity of the
Front. This tendency will have to be fought firmly.

It must be noted here that the big business and the imperialists
do not want this alternative to emerge stronger. They are making
conscious efforts to divide the United Front and to isolate the Left.
Imperialism does not want the Left’s influence on the government’s
foreign policy whereas the big business is averse to the Left's
position on economic policy. Certain sections within the United
Front also are targeting the Left. It is not easy for them to succeed.
Though the Left is not strong in the country as a whole its politica
impact cannot be ignored. It provides credibility to the United Front.
Therefore the UF cannot completely ignore the views of the Left
on various issues.

On a number of issues, the Left has had to intervene so that the
UF Government does not adopt erroneous policies. The Uf
government had introduced a Lokpal Bill which was not it
consonance with the requirements to fight corruption and in fat
was biased towards those accused of corruption. That bill has no¥
been subject to a number of amendments in the Standing Committe¢
on Home Affairs on our initiative. It is now for the governmentt0
bring a redrafted bill. Similarly with regard to the Broadcasting
Bill we have come out in opposition to the major provisions it tl}e
bill and it is to be re-discussed. Despite opposition from certai
sections and the Janata Dal, we are continuing to mount pressuf
to see that the Women’s Reservation bill is taken up in parliament
We are also paying attention to get the revamped PDS syste®
implemented as a priority task.

In al‘l these matters we have to continue to actively intervene in
fhe United Front, particularly on the issues which are agreed upor
in the CMP. It is only if we organize mass struggles can they be
implemented. As far as economic policies are concerned, we cafind
€xpect any change in the basic policies and therefore we have 0
mmount resistance to the pro-bourgeois-landlord policies. We Sh°“l,d
e it e ot e Ut Front o915
other than the econt:fe'Stmggles'.Even in relation t © other_ ”

mic sphere like defence of national unity 2"
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fighting communalism, the struggle against liberalization policies
will help in these tasks.

It is in this background that we have to work to strengthen the
United Front. Otherwise the field will be left open to the BJP and
the Congress and the people will get demoralized if they see there
is no alternative which can defend national unity and provide relief
to the people to the extent possible.

We are not dealing here in detail with the performance of the
government. It has certain achievements to its credit in the sphere
of foreign affairs, Centre-State relations, exposing corruption
scandals strengthening the federal structure. At the same time, the
dangerous World Bank-IMF dominated policies of liberalization
which threatens the economic sovereignty of the country continues
to be pursued. During this period, policies harmful to the working
class such as the decision to denationalize the coal mining sector,
the ordinance to privatize power transmission and further
concessions to foreign capital have been given. The Insurance
Regulatory Authority Bill is pending in parliament. We have to
carry on the struggle against these policies inside the United Front,
in parliament and outside.

Role In Parliament

In this respect our parliamentary group has to be very vigilant.
At times they forget that while cooperating with the UF we have to
firmly defend the interests of the working class and the toiling
millions and arouse the masses against the economic policies of
liberalization which are aiming at subjugating our economic
independence. The experience of Latin American countries and
other places in the world go to show that it has disastrous effect on
these countries and has led to instability. The Party Centre has
been constantly trying to give guidance to the parliamentary group.
Even then its work is not commensurate with the requirements of
the situation. In this situation the Party has to shoulder a big
responsibility in shaping the political direction which the country
has to take. This can be done by strengthening the activity of the
Left forces. In this respect we reiterate the tasks formulated in the
last CC meeting mentioned earlier.
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Mass Movements

In the task of developing mass movements and struggles, the
Party could not devote sufficient attention in this period becaust
of the preoccupation of the Party leadership with the governmentd
crisis which developed and its political consequences. However
various mass movements and activities took place. The call of the
National Platform of Mass Organizations for a rail/rasta roko protes
on March 27 was widely observed. Protest actions to block rail
road traffic took place all over the country in which tens of thousands
of volunteers participated. The Orissa State unit conducted &
campaign for the development of Orissa and over 3,000 people cam
to Delhi to submit a memorandum to the Planning Commission.
The mass organizations have been conducting various mas
mobilizations. The Left led agricultural workers unions organizedd
joint demonstration to parliament on March 12 demanding the -
adoption of a Central legislation for agricultural labour. On March?
there was an all India rally by the beedi workers union affiliated 0
the CITU before parliament. Agricultural workers struggle for wagf
have taken place in various places in Andhra Pradesh. In Rajasti#
there was a three-day mass dharna by thousands of peasants ouisié
the state assembly for demanding adequate supply of electricity which
successfully culminated with their main demand being accepted
The women’s organization has been conducting mobilization for
the women’s reservation bill being adopted. A big women’s raly
was organized at Calcutta and in Patna there was a demonstrati®”
against atrocities on women. In Haryana the prolonged strike of
municipal workers concluded with a settlement of their demands
while in Bihar the state government employees strike is continuing
for over two and a half months,

The conditions of the people particularly the rural and ur?
gootrk,\ have worsened. There is relentless price rise accompani
t}?'e prz [;221::::53 nclu]rtai]ment. of the public distr.ibption S)’?‘_"“:
of the poople wit ployment s getting acute; the living ?Oﬂdmo&
tacilitios e regard to supply of water, electricity, Be2"

public transport are worsening. The cut$ m

ov L
tghe erhment expenditure in infrastructure and the social sector has
worst impact on the common people.
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With the continuance of the harmful economic policies, the
discontent of the people is growing steadily. The efforts of the BJP
and other reactionary forces are directed towards capitalizing on
this mass discontent. That is why it is all the more necessary to
step up the fight against these policies. The resistance to the
liberalizations onslaught must be put up in all forms by mobilizing
the people and propagating our alternative policies.

Call for National Campaign

The Central Committee therefore decided to launch a mass
campaign to mobilize the people to demand the implementation of
the commitments made in the Common Minimum Programme by
the UF Government and also to oppose measures which adversely
affect the working people and the country’s self-reliance.

The Central Committee called for a two-week national campaign
from July 15 to 31. The campaign will focus on the following
demands:

1) Stop the dismantling of the public sector through the
disinvestment in the profitable PSUs and those in the core
and strategic sectors;

2) Take immediate steps to revive sick units in the public and
private sector;

3) Strengthen overall the Public Distribution System and
effectively implement the subsidized prices for people below
the poverty line;

4) Stop opening up the insurance sector and withdraw the
Insurance Regulatory Authority Bill;

5) Increase the funds allocated for agriculture and rural
development; adopt the agricultural labour legislation for
the benefit of agricultural workers:

6) Adopt the Women’s Reservation Bill, pending before
parliament;

7) Introduce legislation for recognition of trade unions by secret
ballot; and

8) Adopt the revised Lokpal Bill for curbing corruption in high
places.
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It is on this charter of demands that the entire Party should
campaign in all the states during the fortnight. State level rallies
and public meetings in important centres should be held to be
addressed by national leaders of the Party.

It is imperative that the Party take the lead at the national level
to initiate mass movements and struggles on the vital problems
affecting the people and on important political questions. The forms
of struggle will depend on the correlation of class forces in different
areas. They will have to be evolved by the state committees. We
should draw in these struggles the mass rallied behind the other
political parties because their interests coincide with the interests
of their class brethren. A proper approach has to be taken for mass
campaign. In this connection the unity of the Left forces acquires
added importance. Every effort must be made to further strengthen
this unity. It is through the united struggles and the mass
mobilization that the Left will get strengthened and we will be
able to conduct the struggle effectively in parliament and in the
United Front. It is by advancing on this path that the Left will %
able to rally all the democratic and secular forces in the country.
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CPI(M) Demands Special Parliament
Session for Consideration of The
Constitutional Amendment Bill for
Reservation of One-third Seats for
Women in Parliament and Legislatures*

Statement Dated May 17, 1997 Issued To Polit Bureau
of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly deplores the concerted
bid made in the Lok Sabha to prevent consideration of the
constitutional amendment bill for reservation of one-third seats
for women in parliament and legislature. The Lok Sabha witnessed
the strange spectacle of a prominent leader of the Janata Dal
opposing the Prime Minister moving the bill for consideration, when
the party as a constituent of the United Front is committed to one-
third reservation for women in the Common Minimum Programme.

Whenever a progressive legislation is sought to be introduced,
it meets with opposition from socially conservative and
fundamentalist forces. The commitment to provide reservation for
women was made by all the national parties in their election
manifestos in the last general elections. The people must know
which are the parties which uphold this commitment and who are
going back on it. It is essential that the government firmly go ahead

with the resolve to adopt the bill by holding a special session of
parliament.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, May 25, 1997.
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CPI(M) Polit Bureau on Government’s
Delaying Appeal in Hawala Case*

Statement Dated June 5, 1997 Issued to the Press

It is nearly two months since the Delhi High Court Judge
pronounced judgement squashing the proceedings against the BJP
leader L.K. Advani and the Congress leader V.C. Shukla in the
Jain hawala case. There has been widespread concern that the
biggest corruption scandal in independent India will escape the
judicial process and prosecution of the guilty, due to this judgement.
The CPI(M) has demanded that the CBI go in appeal to the Supreme
Court against this judgement. Subsequent to this judgement the
special court has discharged many of those accused in the case,
including the Jain brothers.

The CBI has decided to go in appeal to the Supreme Court on
the High Court judgement, but it is six weeks since this matter was
referred to the government. It is surprising that the Gujral
Government has not given clearance to the CBI to file the special
leave petition in the Supreme Court. The delay caused by the
government’s inaction is inexplicable and serious doubts arise about
povs./erful pressures working to see that the case is given a decent
buqal. The government owes an explanation to the people. The
Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) demands that the CBI be immediately
allowed to go in appeal to the Supreme Court in the matter.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, June 15, 1997/
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CPI(M) On Jabalpur Earthquake
Demanding Immediate Relief to
Effected People*

Statement Dated May 23, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses deep shock and grief at
the death and destruction caused by yesterday’s earthquake in
Jabalpur. The quake has left nearly 50 killed, several hundred
injured and rendered thousands homeless.

The state administration must take immediate steps to rehabilitate
people whose houses have been destroyed. This task acquires
priority given the scorching summer heat. Measures to prevent the
outbreak of any epidemic should be initiated on a war-footing. The
state government should provide adequate relief material to the
affected. The centre should rush immediate help and assistance to
the State Government to tackle the situation.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) conveys its heartfelt condolences
to the families of the grieved. It sends its sympathies to those who
have been injured.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhs, June 1, 1997.
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CPI(M) Condemns Tripura Killings*

Statement Dated June 12, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M) '

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
expresses its deep indignation and concern at the killing of 18
people in an attack by the recently outlawed National Liberation
Front of Tripura. Members of this organization attacked a GREF
party on the Chowmanu-Govindbari road in Dhalai district killing
18 people and injuring ten.

This is not the first such attack. The GREF has undertaken the
work of construction of the border from Chowmanu to Govindbar.
Without this road this whole area is most inaccessible, sparsely
populated by tribals and with a dense forest. The extremist
organizations have been thwarting the construction of this road
fearing curtailment of their activities. The Tripura Left Front has
called for a 24-hour bandh today (June 12) in protest against this
heinous attack. Similar call has been given by other political
organizations,

The place of the incident falls within the jurisdiction of the
disturbed areas. The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M), while strongly
condemning this incident, calls upon the armed forces to ensure
peace and normalcy in the region.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, June 22, 1997.
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CPI(M) On Appointment of
Chancellor of Jamia Milia*

Statement Dated June 22, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The appointment of a retired army general as the vice-chancellor
of Jamia Milia has come as a surprise, and it has disturbing
implications for the running of universities. Jamia Milia is a central
university which has its own distinctive character. It is
incomprehensible whi the selection committee could not choose a
person of high academic repute to head the university. A general
who has rendered meritorious service in the army is, nevertheless,
not the person to head and academic institution, particularly a
central university which is governed by an Act of parliament.

The issue is a fundamental one regarding how universities should
be run. Already in some of the states it has become a common
practice to appoint police officers as vice-chancellors. Now this
has been taken a step forward by inducting a senior retired army
official. This trend has naturally raised apprehensions among all
those who are concerned about the preservation of democratic and
academic values in higher education. The CPI(M) shares this
concern and draws the attention of the government that such steps
are inimical for the future development and integrity of higher
education.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, June 29, 1997.
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CPI(M) Demands : Abandon
V.D.1. Scheme*

Statement Dated June 19, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The serious misgivings voiced about the amnesty scheme for
economic offenders in the Union budget have now come true. The
Voluntary Disclosure of Income (V.D.1.) Scheme announced, makes
it clear that a large number of serious cases involving hawala
transactions and laundering of black money which are currently
being investigated, will be abandoned under the provisions of this
scheme. The chairman of the Central Board of Direct Taxes has
quoted the provisions of the scheme to state that only those th)
have already been served detention orders are ineligible to avail
this scheme. All others under investigation can resort to this scheme
to get total immunity.

Despite efforts by the finance ministry officials to clarify and
correct this impression, the provisions in the scheme are exactly
what has been stated by the chairman of the CBDT.

The Voluntary Disclosure Scheme is unjustifiable both on
economic and moral grounds. It penalizes the honest tax payers,
provides for no penalties for tax offenders, and will provide
immunity for all those who have indulged in a range of economic
offences which are punishable. The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M);
therefore, calls upon the Union Government to immediately
suspend the implementation of this scheme. In no way should those
being investigated for FERA and related offences be able to seek
immunity under the scheme. The Finance Minister has to come

out clarifying the grave doubts which have been raised about the
intentions of this scheme.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”. New Delhi. June 29, 1997.
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Condolence on the Death of
Comrade Yamuna Prasad Shastri*

Statement Dated June 20, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its deep grief at the
sudden passing away of Comrade Yamuna Prasad Shastri, member
of the CPI(M) state secretariat of Madhya Pradesh and veteran
leader of the Left and democratic movement. Comrade Shastri died
on 20th morning at Bhopal after a cardiac-asthma attack. He was
70 years old.

Comrade Yamuna Prasad Shastri was an indefatigable champion
of the people’s interests and one of the prominent socialist leaders
thrown up by the mass movement in Madhya Pradesh. A fiery
patriot, he joined the freedom struggle as a young student. He
participated in the Goa liberation struggle in 1955 where he was
beaten by the Portuguese police which led to his losing sight in
one of his eyes. He became subsequently blind in the other eye
while in jail during the Emergency. Yamuna Prasad Shastri began
his career as a socialist leader who soon established himself as a
consistent champion of the working class and the peasantry. In the
sixties he was twice elected to the legislative assembly. After the
Emergency, Shastri became the leader of the Janata Party and later
the Janata Dal. He was elected to the Lok Sabha twice in 1977 and
1989 from Rewa. He joined the CPI(M) in 1993 and became an
active leader of the Party.

In his death, the CPI(M) and the Left and democratic movement
in Madhya Pradesh have lost a tireless champion of the people
who devoted his whole life to public service. The Polit Bureau of

the CPI(M) conveys its heartfelt condolences to his bereaved family
members. :

*Published in “PEQOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, June 29, 1997.
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CPI(M)) Opposes Draft
Civil Aviation Policy*

Statement Dated June 28, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The draft civil aviation policy proposed by the government is a
retrograde step which is harmful for the country’s interests. The
thrust of the policy is to throw open civil aviation to the market
forces. The policy specifies that the share of the public sector and
the private sector operators shall be 50 per cent each. The recent
dismal experience of private airlines folding up shop does not deter
the ministry of civil aviation from suggesting more liberal
concessions to the same private sector which launched these ill-
conceived ventures.

Further, despite the strong opposition voiced to the entry of
foreign airlines into the domestic sector during the Deve Gowda
Government, the draft policy advocates 40 per cent foreign equity
participation in domestic airlines which will be open to foreign
airlines. This is going back on the policy decided by the cabinet
under the Deve Gowda Government just a few months ago. The
foreign investment proposals for airport construction and
maintenance facilities provides for privately owned airports and
facilities with foreign equity.

The draft policy unashamedly espouses a purely market approach
to the development of civil aviation. The north-eastern and other
far-flung routes which are commercially unattractive as they are
pegged to lower fares will be de-regulated, so that fares can be
hiked up as per the interests of the private operators. This will
have serious repercussions for the people of the north-east and other
remote areas.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its strong opposition
to these short-sighted and motivated proposals. The draft policy, if

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, July 6, 1997.
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adopted, would mean a total sell out to the big business lobby. It is
imperative that the Gujral Government not proceed with such a
harmful policy, and allow a full debate in Parliament and all other
relevant forums before coming to a final decision.



35

CPI(M) On Removal of
CBI Director*

Statement Dated June 30, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The removal of Joginder Singh as the CBI director is a deliberate
move to hamper and cover up the investigations into corruption in
high places. It comes at a juncture when the CBI is in the midst of
investigations and prosecution of current and former top public
servants in cases such as the Bofors, hawala, fodder and the ongoing
cases against Union ministers of the former government. This
hurried action has tamished the image of the Gujral Government
since the United Front has clearly stood for curbing corruption in
high places. It will provide a handle for those forces inimical to the
United Front such as the BJP. The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M)
demands that there should be no hindrance or interference in the

drive to identify those involved in corruption cases and bringing
them to trial.

*Published in “PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, July 6, 1997.
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CPI(M) Condemns Bomb
Explosion in Passenger Train
Near Bhatinda in Punjab*

Statement Dated July 9, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its deep shock and
condemnation of the bomb explosion in a local passenger train
near Bhatinda in Punjab yesterday (July 8). Thirty four persons
have been Kkilled in this ghastly outrage. This is the fourth bomb
explosion in Punjab since the new government assumed power,
indicating the renewed efforts by extremist groups to strike terror.

These bomb blasts are a serious warning that efforts are once
again being made to disturb the situation after peace and normalcy
was restored in Punjab. The people of the state are naturally
concemed about these sinister activities. The state government has
been complacent about the renewed threats. It cannot afford to take
it for granted that peace and normalcy will continue unless vigilance
is maintained and vigorous efforts are made to track down the
culprits responsible for these attacks.

*Published 1n “PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY™, New Delhi, July 13, 1997.



37

On The Proposed Government
Move on The Question of
Appointment of Judges*

Letter Dated July 8, 1997 Written by
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, General Secretary of
The CPI(M) to Shri I.K. Gujral, Prime Minister of India

T have just returned from a visit abroad to learn that the government
is once again proposing to introduce Constitution amendment bill
to restore the pre-1993 position on the appointment of judges. The
law minister has made such an announcement after the conclusion
of the conference of law ministers held in New Delhi on the 1st of
July. I am really surprised at this stand taken by the law minister
when this question has already been discussed a few months ago
and it was decided not to proceed with such a measure.

Let me recall that such a proposal for constitutional amendment
was mooted by Mr. Khalap during the Deve Gowda Government
and our Party and some other parties had stated that it would not
be correct to move for the pre-1993 position. We had advocated,
instead, the formation of an independent National Judicial
Commission for appointment of judges to the High Courts and the
Supreme Court. This is also the view of many distinguished jurists
and the bar. At a time when public opinion is exercised about the
failure of the executive on many counts, particularly in dealing
with cases of corruption, such a move as proposed by the
government will be short-sighted, leading to grave apprehensions
about curtailing the independence of the judiciary.

I hope you will immediately intervene to see that this propOSal

is dropped forthwith and steps initiated for the constitution of 2
National Judicial Commission.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY™, New Delhi, July, 13, 1997.
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CPI(M) Condemns Pressure
On Judges*

Statement Dated July 15, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The PB of the CPI(M) expresses its strong condemnation at the
attempt of certain interested persons for putting the Chief Justice
and other Supreme Court judges under “persistent pressure” to
withdraw from the hearing of the hawala case as revealed by the
Chief Justice of India. The CPI(M) has been expressing its strong
apprehension and deep concern at the tardy progress of the
investigations, inordinate delays on the part of the government in
taking appropriate decisions such as filing appeals etc. sudden
change of the investigating officers in order to scuttle the
investigations in cases like hawala, Bofors, Indian Bank etc. The
shocking revelations of the Chief Justice of India has confirmed
the apprehensions and concerns expressed by the CPI(M).

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) urges upon the government to
come forward to show its sincerity in expediting the process of
law for booking the culprits in all corruption cases. Any failure on
the part of the government will be considered by the public that
the government is trying to shield the guilty.

*Pubhished mn “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY™, New Dethi, July, 20, 1997.
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CPI(M) Condemns Firing
On Dalits*

Statement Dated July 11, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the brutal police
firing in north-east Mumbai today which has left ten persons dead
and 25 injured. Most of those killed are young men. The police
resorted to this outrageous action against a crowd of people who
were protesting the desecration of a statue of Dr. Ambedkar.

The severity and disproportionate nature of the police action
against the Dalit protesters is a blot on the Shiv Sena-BJP
Government. The Shiv Sena has been openly hostile to the rights
of the Dalit people. All democratic forces must strongly protest
against this barbaric action.

The Polit Bureau demands a judicial enquiry into the firing and

disciplinary action against the police officials responsible for the
firing. :

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY™, New Delhi, July 20, 1997. Refer
Document under Item No. 2 of this Volume. *Dalits’ belong to the lowest rung
of the ‘caste system” of the Hindus in India.
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Condolence On Passing Away
of Comrade A. Nallasivan*

Statement Issued by The Polit Bureau
of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
expresses its profound grief at the passing away of Comrade A
Nallasivan, veteran leader of the CPI(M) and front-ranking
Communist leader of Tamil Nadu. Nallasivan was incapacitated
due to illness in the last two years. He was aged 75 years.

Comrade Nallasivan was a member of the Central Committee of
the Party. He was a member of the Polit Bureau till 1995 and served
as secretary of the Tamil Nadu state committee of the Party for
over a decade.

Comrade Nallasivan joined the Communist Party in 1940. He
began his political activities as a trade union worker. He became a
prominent leader of the trade union and Party in Thirunelveli
district. Nallasivan served as a member of the state council of the
undivided CPI from 1959 to 1964. He joined the CPI(M) at the
time of the split. After the formation of the CPI(M) he played an
important role in the building of the Party in Tamil Nadu. He was
a member of the state secretariat from 1968 to 1981. He became
the secretary of the state committee after 1981 and continued in
that post till 1994. It was during this period that Nallasivan played
akey role in the development and expansion of the Party. He made
a major contribution in building a leadership team in the Party and
fostering collective style of functioning.

Comrade Nallasivan’s contributions to the development of the
trade union movement in Tamil Nadu is also noteworthy. He was
the secretary of the CITU state unit for a decade from 1971 to
1981. His understanding of the workers’ problems and his work as

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, July 27, 1997.
Comrade A. Nallasivan died on July 20, 1997.
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a trade union organizer helped in making Tamil Nadu one of the
strongest centres of the CITU. He was a member of the Tamil Nadu
legislative council from 1978 to 1984 and a member of the Rajya
Sabha from 1989 to 1995.

Comrade Nallasivan was known for his modesty and simplicity.
He had deep concern for the Party cadres and endeared himself to
all those who came in contact with him. A dedicated Communist
committed to Marxism-Leninism, he led an exemplary life.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) deeply mourns the loss of this
valued comrade and pays respectful homage to his memory. It sends
its heartfelt condolences to his wife and family members.
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CPI(M) On Union Government’s
Modifications on Recommendations
of The Pay Commission*

Statement Dated July 20, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
considers the modifications made by the Central Government to
the Pay Commission recommendations, to be unsatisfactory. The
main modifications sought by the Central Government employees
have not been responded to. The recommendations relating to
massive abolition of posts and massacre of jobs will be given effect
to. Threat of wholesale computerization and automation, as
recommended by the Pay Commission, remains. The wide disparity
between officers and employees remains. Justice is still denied to
Class III and Class IV employees. The negative recommendations
of the CPC have been accepted, while most of the positive
recommendations have been modified to the disadvantage of the
employees.

The Polit Bureau hopes that the government will take note of
the fact that its decisions have been unanimously rejected not only
by the Central and State Government employees organizations but
also by all the central trade unions in the country.

The United Front Government must demarcate itself from former
governments in this respect by accepting the modifications sought
for by the Central Government employees and their organizations.

The Polit Bureau assures its support to millions of Central
Government employees in all their united struggles to secure justice.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, July 27, 1997.
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On Kerala High Court J udgement
On Bandhs*

Statement Dated July 29,1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

Tt is unfortunate that the Kerala High Court has declared the calling
of bandhs by political parties illegal and unconstitutional. The
CPI(M) cannot subscribe to this viewpoint. From the time of the
independence struggle, bandhs and hartals have been an instrument
of gopular protest. The right to public protest is a democratic right
which should not be curbed or restricted.

If a bandh is enforced by coercive methods which infringe the
existing laws, the administration has the necessary powers t0 act
against such violations. The argument advanced in the judgement
can lead to the dzfngetous conclusion that the right to strike or any
ot.h‘er protest action will infringe on the rights of some section of
citizens and, therefore, they are to be illegalized. The strength of

the democratic system in
: . our country stems preci vidin
the widest latitude for democraticry nights precisely fromprot? i

Th
e CPI(M) calls upon al} sections of democratic opinion t0

realize the implicati .
review be mage of tl;\): 2;:13 is judgement and to demand that 2

—_——
*Published m “PEQ
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On CBI Move Against Sharad Yadav*

Statement Dated August 3, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The CBI special court has decided to frame charges against.Shri Sharad
Yadav in the hawala case. Among the political leaders and public
servants who were chargesheeted in this case, Shri Yadav was the
only exception who admitted to receiving Rs. three lakh for his
party. But 15 other politicians who were alleged to have received
large amounts, have been discharged on the basis of the judgement
of the single bench of the Delhi High Court,

The Supreme Court is hearing an appeal in the matter, and the
CPI(M) is of the opinion that the judgement of the Delhi High
Court was a flawed one and all those involved in the hawala
payments should be proceeded against.

In the light of the court decision, it would be better for Shri
Sharad Yadav to make an interim arrangement to hand over the

charge of the presidentship of his party till he is cleared of the
charges.

*Published in “PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, August 3, 1997.
“CBI” means Central Bureau of Investi gation of the Union Government of India.
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CPI(M) Polit Bureau On
Withdrawal of The Insurance
Regulatory Authority Bill*

Statement Dated August 6, 1997 Issued to Press

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) welcomes the government’s
decision to withdraw the Insurance Regulatory Authority Bill in
the face of stiff opposition. CPI(M) MPs had moved an amendment
to the bill prohibiting the entry of foreign and Indian private capital
into the insurance sector.

For over many months now the Left, democratlc patriotic forces
and the working class of the country have been opposing the move

to privatize the insurance sector as this would be detrimental to
India’s self reliance.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, Al;gust 10, 1997.
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On Subversion of Law In Bihar*

Statement Dated August 2, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Bihar state administration is blatantly conniving with the ruling
Rashtriya Janata Dal. This became clear the way top official of
the administration non-cooperated with the CBI on the question
of executing the arrest warrant for the former Chief Minister, Laloo
Prasad Yadav. By this act, the chief secretary, the DGP and other
senior officials became party to the defiance of the law instead of
upholding it.

The way the administration has behaved during the Bihar bandh
called by the RID, confirms this connivance. The responsibility
for passively watching the acts of violence unleashed by the RID
men is upon them. The Home Minister’s statement in parliament
has correctly pointed to the wrong precedent set in seeking the aid
of the army for executing the arrest. But the statement is silent
about the deliberate connivance and non-cooperation of the senior
officials heading the administration. The Rabri Devi ministry is

- bent upon utilizing the state machinery to protect the interests of
the former Chief Minister. Such a state of affairs cannot be ignored
by the Central Government and it must take steps to see that this
subversion of the law and administration does not continue.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, August, 10, 1997.
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On Personal Ledger Accounts
Of West Bengal Government*

Statement Dated August 1, 1997 Issued by The Polit
“Bureau of The CPI(M) :

The judgement of the division bench of the Calcutta High Court
on the personal ledger account and related matters in West Bengal
is a clear vindication of the stand taken by the state government.
The court has upheld the main contention of the state government
that the constitutional procedure prescribed for the normal audit
function of the Comptroller and Auditor General should not be
disturbed. After the CAG completes the audit, the report is
submitted to the state government which will then be placed in the
Assembly and discussed in the Public Accounts committee.

The judgement has also set aside the interim order related to the
CAG by a single bench of the court on a writ petition by Mamta
Banerjee. The court has stated that the concerned district
magistrates should supervise the personal ledger accounts, a normal
procedure to which the state government has no objection
whatsoever.

The motivated campaign begun by a section of the media and
the Congress Party to manufacture a scam to tarnish the image of
the Left Front Government of West Bengal has suffered a serious
setl?ack. The disinformation about accounting procedures by
deliberately confusing local fund accounts with personal ledger
accounts has been refuted. The fact that the West Bengal
Government itself had decided to call in the CAG in 1980 to audit
the funds of the local bodies, instead of the state audit agencies,
was also being deliberately obscured.

 The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) is confident that all the lies and
distortions being spread in this matter will be nailed down once
and for all when the normal process of audit by the CAG is
completed and the report placed in the Assembly.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, August, 10, 1997-
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CPI(M) Demands of The UF
Government at The Centre:
Fulfil Commitment to The People*

Statement Dated August 13, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) Following Its Meeting
Held on August 11-12, 1997

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expressed its deep dissatisfaction
at the failure of the United Front Government to push through major
legislations which have been promised in the Common Minimum
Programme. The most important is the bill providing for
reservations for women in the legislatures. Despite the bill being
passed by the Select Committee and introduced in the Lok Sabha,
the government has not pushed for its adoption. Some parties have
objected to the bill on grounds which are not valid or relevant to
the basic question of ensuring adequate representation to women
in the parliamentary institutions. It is necessary for the United Front
Government to prove its commitment to reservation for women by
going ahead with the bill. The people should see who are in support
or in opposition to the measure.

The other major bills are the agricultural workers legislation for
safeguarding the rights of the most exploited sections of the rural
poor and the Lokpal Bill which has been finalized by the Standing
Committee. After more than a year of the existence of the United
Front Government, the fact that these legislations are not adopted
reflects poorly on the government. Even now it is not too late. The
government should immediately move for adoption of these bills
in the present session of Parliament itself.

Rectify The PDS System

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) heard reports about the defects
and malfunctioning of the new PDS scheme introduced by the
government. The purpose of providing foodgrains at half the normal

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, August 17, 1997.
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price to people below the poverty line is not being fulfilled by the
present scheme. The provision of 10 kilograms of foodgrains for
families below the poverty line is totally inadequate. This quantum
should be increased to 30 kilograms immediately. Further, the
allocation of foodgrains which have been reduced to the states must
be increased, so that sufficient stocks are available for the entire
public distribution system. This must be taken up on a priority
basis by the United Front Government so that immediate relief is
rendered to those badly hit by the continuous increase in foodgrains
prices in the open market.

AICC Session

The Congress leadership succeeded in holding a full-fledged
AICC session at Calcutta without engaging in any introspection
about the causes for the debacle of the party in the recent period.
Both the political resolution and the economic resolution have
managed to avoid any self-critical review of what was wrong with
the Congress Government’s policies which led to its alienation
from the people. The expression of regret on the demolition of the
Babri Masjid underplays the responsibility of the Congress
Government in the affair and comes too late. The economic
resolution harps on continuity of the Nehruvian policies while
endorsing the liberalization policies which undermine the path of
self-reliance.

Not surprisingly, the Congress leadership has sought to target
the CPI(M) and the Left to cover up its own failures. Unable to
tarnish the image of the Left Front Government, the slanderous
gccusations about the so-called Personal Ledger accounts scandal
in West Bengal finds a place in the political resolution, even though
both the Calcutta High Court and the CAG have made it amply
clear that there are no grounds to suspect any defalcation of funds.
The CPI(M) is the most consistent fighter against communalism
and for the people’s interests. This is something which the Congress
finds difficult to emulate. The outcome of the AICC session shows

that the Congress has failed to reorient itself for a come-back among
the people.
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Party Congress Preparations

The Polit Bureau discussed an outline for the draft political
resolution for the 16th Congress of the Party to be held in February, 1998.
This outline will be placed before the forthcoming Central
Committee meeting to be held from August 29 to September 1.
This is part of the preparatory work for the draft political resolution
for the Party Congress.
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On Extremist Designs in Tripura*

Statement Dated August 14, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) condemns the call given by the
All Tripura Tribal Force (ATTF) and other extremist groups in
Tripura for a 24-hour bandh on August 15. A similar call has been
given by the ULFA in Assam. The sinister aim of this call is to
disrupt normal life and hamper the observance of the independence
day celebrations. The whole country will be celebrating the 50th
anniversary of India’s independence. In the north-eastern region
where the people have various long pending problems to be still
redressed, independence day will be an occasion to affirm the
common commitment to defend national unity and to work to solve
the problems of the people.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) appeals to all sections of the
people in Tripura and north-east to be vigilant and foil the designs
of extremist groups. The entire administrative machinery must be
gez}re.c! up to see that attacks on innocent people and viglent
activities are prevented and firmly put down.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, August 24, 1997.
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CPI(M) Condemns Killing of Adivasis*

Statement Dated August 26, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the brutal killing
of five Santhal adivasis in Jhurkusia village of Bhagalpur district
in Bihar. This atrocity on the adivasi agricultural workers was
perpetrated on August 23 by the armed goondas of a local landlord
Hit Narayan Singh and his son Ram Gulam Singh. The attack on
the adivasi settlement was launched as the agricultural workers
were resisting efforts to deprive them of their lands. The adivasis
were organized under the Bihar Khet Mazdoor Union to protect
their rights.

Apart from the murder of the five people including a ten-year-
old girl, the armed mob looted all the belongings of the poor adivasis
and destroyed the papers connected with the land ownership.

The Polit Bureau demands immediate arrest of all those who
participated in the attack and confiscation of the property of the
main accused. The affected adivasi people must be suitably
compensated for the property lost and immediate steps taken for
their rehabilitation. The land alienated from them illegally must
be restored to them fully. The Polit Bureau calls upon the Bihar
state government to take firm action on these lines.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Dethi, August 31, 1997.
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On Price Hike of Petroleum Products*

Statement Dated September 2, 1997 Issued By
The Polit Bureau Of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the hike in the
prices of petrol, diesel oil and cooking gas. The steep 26 per cent
hike in the price of diesel oil will have a cascading inflationary
impact, adversely affecting the livelihood of millions of our
countrymen. Transport and all commodities of daily consumption
will cost more as a result.

It is unfortunate that the United Front Government has chosen
not to implement the various alternatives suggested by the CPI(M)
and, instead, has chosen to impose the burden of meeting the oil
pool deficition the shoulders of the working people. For instance,
this hike is designed to raise Rs.6,000 crore of revenue this financial
year. If the prices of natural gas consumed by the non-priority
sector were to be raised to the levels of LPG prices, then this alone
would have yielded the government a sum of Rs.6,308 crore. Just
this one measure would have met the objective of raising the
reqplred resources. In this background, this price hike is patently
anti-people. '

The fact that the government has decided to issue securities and
bonds worth Rs.18,200 crore meets partially the CPI(M)’s position
that t_he past deficit should be borne by the finance ministry rather
than imposing burdens on the people. This, however, is in the nature
of aloan and the redemption and interest charges of Rs.1,800 cror®
per annum will have to be borne by the oil pool. Meaning
eventually the burden will fall on the consumer.

qu.ever,' the otber measures suggested such as dismantling the
Administrative Price Mechanism (APM) and the opening Up of

*Published n “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, September 7, 1997
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the Indian oil company will have disastrous consequences. The
dismantling of the APM must be preceded by a rationalization of
the very high customs and excise duties imposed on petrol products.
For instance, this financial year, the government targets to raise
nearly 20,000 crore rupees through these duties. Unless the
government re-structures this heavy squeezing of the petroleum
sector for its revenues, the subsequent years will once again see a
mounting deficit. It is clear that if these taxes are not there, then
there is virtually no deficit in the oil pool account.

Further, the government should ensure that the finance ministry
does not reap undue benefit from these price hikes at the expense
of the people. For instance, last year, when the United Front
Government hiked prices to raise Rs. 7,000 crore, Rs.4,200 crore
of this were taken away by the finance ministry in the form of
customs and excise duties.

This hike is the second since the United Front Government
assumed office. This, apart from unleashing a cascading
inflationary effect, also impose direct burdens on the people.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) calls upon all Party units to
organize protest actions against this anti-people price hike.
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Homage To Comrade N. Vasudevan*

Statement Dated September 4, 1997 Issued by The Polit
Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) mourns
the passing away of Comrade N. Vasudevan, secretary of the
Andaman & Nicobar state committee. He died on September 4. He

_was 57 years old. Comrade Vasudevan was suffering from cancer
for the past few years and he carried out his party duties
courageously till the end.

Comrade Vasudevan was active in the trade union movement of
the government employees before becoming a whole timer of the
Party in 1983. He also served as the president of the CITU of the
Andaman & Nicobar Islands. He was elected to the Portblair
municipal committee which elected him as a councillor of the
Pradesh Council for a term.

Comrade Vasudevan played an important role in the development
of the Party and the trade union movement in Andaman & Nicobar
Islands. His death is a big loss for the working people of these
Islands.

The Polit Bureau pays homage to his memory and convey its
heartfelt sympathy to his wife and family members.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, September 14, 1997-
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Communique Issued by The Central
Committee of The CPI(M) Following
Its Meeting Held On

August 29-September 1, 1997

The recent attacks by the Congress party against coalition
governments and advocating single party rule is only helping the
BJP, the CPI(M) General Secretary, Harkishan Singh Surjeet,
asserted at New Delhi, September 2. Addressing a crowded Press
conference following the four-day Central Committee meeting,
Surjeet said, “The Congress party is now saying that coalitions
cannot work. It means either they can come to power or the BJP.
Since the Congress party has lost its mass support considerably,
this can only help the BJP. The Congress is trying to attack the
United Front and in the process helping the BJP”.

On the CC’s assessment of the BJP, Surjeet said its claim of
being a principled party had been exposed in state after state where
it was in power. In every state, the BJP was wrecked by inner-
party quarrels and was striking unprincipled alliances. The BJP is
now desperately looking for allies, confirming that it is not in a
position to be a single party alternative. The CPI(M) general
secretary also ridiculed the BJP’s efforts to appropriate the national
movement in course of L.K. Advani’s recent rathyatra and said the
record showed that the Hindutva forces had played no role in the
freedom struggle; not a single BJP leader could cite a single
instance of participation in any stream of the national movement.
On the contrary, the RSS’ communal politics only served to disrupt
the unity of the Indian people fighting against British rule. In reply
to a question, Surjeet also said the BJP was more dangerous than
the Congress(I) at present because it was communal as well as a
supporter of the anti-people liberalization policies.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, September 7, 1997.
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Surjeet said the CC had reiterated its commitment to develop a
third alternative based on the unity of the Left, democratic and
secular forces, but at the same time expressed disappointment at
the many failures of the United Front which was coming in the
way of developing this alternative. The biggest failure, he said,
was in the realm of economic policies where the UF Government
had continued the discredited privatization and liberalization
measures of the previous Congress(I) regime”. If they are serious,
they must serve the interests of the common man,” Surjeet said,
and pointed out the various instances where the UF had not done
so. In reply to a question, Surjeet asserted that the UF was definitely.
deviating from the path it was expected to take, and said, “They
are not giving priority to the problems concerning the poorer
people”. He asserted that the CPI(M), even while supporting the
UF Government, had not lost sight of the interests of the common
man and had come out in support of the poor and the working
class in every strike action, every protest movement in the last one
year and a half. '

Apart from a discussion on the current political situation, the
main agenda before the CC meeting this time was a discussion on
the outline of the draft political resolution to be taken up at the
16th Party Congress in F. ebruary. The dates of the Congress have
been finalized; it will be held in Calcutta from February 17 to 22,
1998. Surjeet said the outline draft was discussed at length, and a
draft would be prepared on that basis. This draft will be finalized
at the next CC meeting scheduled to be held on November 9-12
fo.llowmg which the draft will be circulated in the Party for
discussions preceding the 16th Congress.

p I{he Central Committee communique issued on this occasion
ollows:

Preparation for 16th Party Congress

The Central Committee discussed an outline for the draft political

resolution to be taken up at the Party Con :
t 1d in Febru
1998. The outline analyzes the arty Congress to be held in ary

d international and national situation
and sets out the tasks for the Party in the coming days. It calls for

steppiflg up the struggle against globalization and the impenialist
offensive.
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At the national level, the impact of the policies of liberalization
and the challenge posed by the communal forces have been dealt
with. On the basis of the discussions in the Central Committee, the
Polit Bureau will finalize the draft to be placed before the next
Central Committee meeting.

Political Situation

The Central Committee took stock of the national political
situation and the developments since its last meeting held in May.

It noted that the Congress party, which is today running state
governments in only six out of 25 states, is harping on the non-
viability of a coalition government at the Centre. The rejection of
the coalition government in the present political situation would
imply that there can only be a government of the BJP or the
Congress. Given the weak position of the Congress and the erosion
of popular support, the advocacy of a single party government by
the Congress will only strengthen the BJP’s claim. The Congress
attack on coalition governments is directed against the United Front.

It will be better for the Congress party to set its own house in
order rather than wishing for the unrealizable goal of single party
rule by the Congress.

The BJP has reached a stage where it is no longer able to sell
itself as the only national alternative to the Congress. It has exhibited
in the recent period many of the vices affecting the Congress party,
of factionalism and revolts in its leadership. The Madanlal Khurana
episode in Delhi, the inability to effectively challenge the Vaghela
Government in Gujarat and the precarious nature of its alliance
with the BSP in Uttar Pradesh are all difficulties which the party
has not found easy to overcome. A confirmation of the abandonment
of its earlier slogan that it is the only alternative is its assiduous
wooing of regional parties and groups. Even as the Congress party
rails against coalition governments, the BJP finds it prudent to
build a coalition in its quest for power.

Moreover, the BJP, wherever it is in a state government, has
proved itself to be no different from the earlier Congress regimes.
The record of the Shiv Sena-BJP Government in Maharashtra,
where criminalization flourishes, the privatization spree of the
Rajasthan Government and the factional tussles for power in Delhi
have all bismirched the image of the BJP.



126 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

The Central Committee ridiculed the efforts of the BJP to pose
as the inheritors of the freedom struggle through L.K. Advani’s
rathyatra. Everyone knows that the RSS played no role in the anti-
imperialist movement. On the contrary, along with the Muslim

communalists, they tried to disrupt the unity of the people fighting
British rule.

State of the United Front

The Central Committee reiterated its commitment to develop a
third alternative based on the unity of the Left, democratic and
secular forces. In this connection, however, it noted that many of
the components of the United Front do not realize the necessity of
consolidating and developing such an alternative. The main reason
for this failure is the economic policies being pursued by the United
Front Government.

The Central Committee expressed its disapproval and opposition
to the policies of rampant privatization and indiscriminate opening
up to multinational corporations in sectors where domestic industry
is adversely affected. The Central Committee called upon the
government to abandon moves to open up the insurance sector and
the Insurance Regulatory Authority Bill; the CPI(M) expressed its
resolute opposition to the proposed legislation for privatization of
the coal rp'ming and power transmission sectors. The Sick Industrial
COT_“_PameS Act Amendment Bill is also a retrograde one as it will
facilitate npt the revival of sick units but their speedy liquidation.

The ’Unltefl Front is not able to consolidate itself and meet the
People’s aspirations mainly because of the government’s failure
tO'lr.nplement the pro-people commitments in the Common
Minimum Programme and, instead, pushing those measures which

are a continuation of the economic Policies of the previous Congress
Government,

In this connection, the Cen
resentment at the failure of the U

t;lrough three majgr legislations to which it is committed, during
,tt\ ¢ monsoon session. ?hey are: the Women’s Reservation Bill,
gricultural Workers Bill and the revised Lokpal Bill. There should

be no excuse for these legislations not being adopted at least in the
next session of Parliament,

tral Committee expressed its
nited Front Government to push
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Revamp PDS Scheme

The Central Committee expressed its serious concern that the
new scheme under the public distribution system has failed to
strengthen and improve the PDS. The ten-kg per month provision
for families below the poverty line is too meagre. The allocation
of the foodgrains to the states has also been reduced which has led
to the collapse of the PDS in many places. The CPI(M) gives utmost
priority to the strengthening of the public distribution system. For
this, the government should immediately increase the allocation
for people below the poverty line to 20 kg a month at subsidized
prices. Further, there has to be an increase of the allocations to the
states, so that people above the poverty line who are by no means
affluent but ordinary wage eamners, can avail of the PDS.

Protect Dalit Rights

The Central Committee noted the growing attacks on the Dalits
in different parts of the country. It strongly condemned the police
atrocity in Mumbai which led to the killing of ten young men. The
anti-Dalit bias of the Shiv Sena led government was on stark display
in this incident. The growing intolerance to the assertion of
elementary democratic rights by the scheduled castes and their quest
for social dignity is being met with upper caste violence and
intimidation. In Tamil Nadu too, clashes have taken place because
of this trend.

The Central Committee calls upon all its Party units to firmly
stand by the Dalit community in defence of their basic rights. All
sections of democratic opinion should be mobilized to prevent caste
oppression and discrimination.

Support to Strike Struggles

The Central Committee congratulated the bank employees all
over the country who went on a two-day strike on their charter of
demands. It is noteworthy that an important demand in the strike
was to scrap the scheme for local area private banks being set up.
This further step in privatization of banking will lead to private
banks in the rural areas mobilizing resources from the rural rich
and will lead to the disruption of the co-operative institutions.
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The Central Committee extended its full support to the struggle

launched by the CITU and other central unions against the new
pension scheme.

Pay Commission

The Central Committee criticized the Central Government for
failing to arrive at a negotiated settlement with the employees
federations. There are legitimate demands of the employees,
particularly those of the ‘C’ and ‘D’ categories. The deadlock. n
the talks have led to the employees organization calling fora smk.e
from September 24. The CPI(M) will extend its full support to this
protest action by the employees. It calls upon the Central

Government to concede the legitimate demands of the employees
so that the strike may be averted.

S50th Anniversary Celebrations

The Central Committee decided to conduct a year long
observance of the 50th anniversary of independence. This campaign
will focus on the role of the militant worker and peasant struggles
during the freedom struggle, the sacrifices and contribution made
by the Communists and the various other streams of the anti-
imperialist movement. The Party will also conduct a campaign t0
expose the class bias of the bourgeois-landlord policies

implemented after independence and project the alternative policies
of the Left and democratic forces,

October Revolution Anniversary

The Central Committee decided to observe the 80th anniversary
of the October Revolution in Russia which heralded the founding
9f the first socialist state. On this occasion, the Party will re-dedicate
itself to the cause of socialism and Marxism-Leninism. The Central

Qommitte_e calls upon all its Party units to observe 7th November
1n a befitting manner.

Party Congress Dates

. The Central Committee decided to hold the 16th Party Congress
in Calcutta from February 17 to 22, 1998. The next Central

Committee meeting will be held from N ovember 9 to 12 to finalize
preparations for the Congress,
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Report On Political Developments
Since The Last Central Committee
Meeting of The CPI(M) Held On
May 12-14, 1997*

Adopted by The Central Committee of
The CPI(M) in Its Meeting Held On
August 29-September 1, 1997 .

Impact of Bihar Developments

After the last Central Committee meeting in May, the problems
within the United Front have got aggravated. Even earlier, the trend
of having a coalition government with the Congress was seen at
the time of Deve Gowda’s removal and the confidence motion.
We had discussed this matter at the last meeting. However, this
problem acquired new dimensions after the developments in Bihar.

The charge-sheeting of Laloo Prasad Yadav by the CBI created
acrisis for the Janata Dal and affected the United Front. Our Party,
along with the Left, demanded that Laloo Prasad Yadav step down
from office when the CBI announced its intention to prosecute
him in the fodder scam. From November 1996, when the Left parties
held a rally in Patna on this issue, we have been demanding firm
action against all those responsible for the fodder scam.

The adamant refusal of Laloo Prasad to quit created a crisis in
the Janata Dal. 1. K. Gujral and a section of the Janata Dal leaders
were not prepared to take a firm position on the resignation of
Laloo Prasad Yadav. There were attempts to bail him out. Our
Party criticized this vacillating stand. The failure of the Prime
Minister and the Janata Dal leadership to intervene in time led to a
situation where the elections for the post of Janata Dal president
became a contest between Sharad Yadav and Laloo Prasad Yadav.
Unable to impose his will, Laloo Prasad and his supporters declared
a boycott of the elections and split the party to form the Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RID).

*Published as a booklet in October 1997. It was also published in a compilation
of Central Commuttee documents released 1n October 1998, Refer Document under
Item No. 26 of this Volume.
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After the election of Sharad Yadav and the formation of the
RID, a new situation arose. The RJD was formed with the sole
purpose of defending Laloo Prasad in the fodder scam and for
justifying his continuance as Chief Minister. At this stage, our Party
along with the Left parties wanted the United Front to demand that
Laloo Prasad resign, the RJD be not included in the United Front,
and the three RJD ministers in the Union cabinet be removed.

On this issue too, there were differences of opinion between the
majority of the Janata Dal leadership and the Prime Minister and
some others like Bommai and Jalappa. Within the United Front,
Karunanidhi and the DMK took a position in defence of Laloo
Prasad Yadav and criticized the Janata Dal leadership and CPI(M)
for their stand. At the Core Committee meeting of the United Front
held on July 17, it was decided that Laloo Prasad should resign
and the RJD should not be part of the United Front. Despite this,
Karunanidhi on the next day denied that any such decision had
been taken. This reflected a tendency within a section of the United
Front to bypass the issue of corruption, and keep Laloo within the
United Front somehow or the other.

Finally, the issue was clinched after prolonged discussions in
the Core Committee meeting held on July 25. In that meeting, it
was decided that Laloo Prasad should quit and RJD should not be

part f)f the UF On the same day, Laloo Prasad resi gned from Chief
Ministership and his wife Rabr; Devi was sworn in.

The QQre Committee had decided that the question of the three
RID ministers should be deci

has not tak ded by the Prime Minister. So far he
The C €N any step to remove these ministers from the cabinet.
€ L-ongress party under Sitaram Kesri adopted a position in

support of Laloo Prasad Yaday. When Laloo sought a confidence

vote in Bihar Assembly, Con . : >
»Longress decid e
clear that he would be able 1o ided to abstain after it becam

muster a majority after buying up
sgrr?dof the MLAs. Later when Raby; Devi sought a vote of
c !’;}: eltlcle, tf;; Congress voted for her government

e Laloo Yadav-Bihar jss . i
of the United ue has further affected the cohesion

Front and the Con ot .
. ) gress sought to utilize this
opportunity by openly siding with Laloo Yada% and RID.
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Janata Dal Affairs

The Janata Dal national convention held in July showed up the
differences on the RJD issue when Prime Minister Gujral walked
out from the inaugural session when some questions were raised
about the Bihar developments and the RJD. The disarray in the
Janata Dal is seen also in the differences which have developed in
the Karnataka unit on the Laloo Prasad issue. Some of the leaders
opposed to Deve Gowda have taken a sympathetic attitude to Laloo
Prasad and RJD. In Orissa too, the Janata Dal unit is in difficulty
with a section openly advocating alliance with the BJP.

Since LK. Gujral became Prime Minister, the Congress pressure
on the United Front Government has increased. There has not been
much effort on the part of the Prime Minister to project the United
Front among the people. Combined with the failure to fulfill some
of the major commitments of the Common Minimum Programme
(CMP), the United Front’s prestige and cohesion has been eroded.

UF Government’s Performance

As for the United Front Government’s performance, the last three
months have seen the continuance of the economiic policies dictated
by liberalization and privatization; failure to fulfill the promises
made in the CMP which would be of benefit to the people; and an
inability to take a firm stand on the question of corruption in high
places.

After the Union Budget was passed, the government sought to
step up liberalization measures. The move to adopt the Insurance
Regulatory Authority (IRA) Bill, the Bill for privatization of the
coal mining sector and power transmission were taken up in
Parliament. A new bill on SICA has been prepared which, instead
of reviving sick units, will ensure liquidation and closure of all
such units. The policy of winding up vital PSUs on the plea that
they cannot be viable continues.

Economic Situation

The dubious expectations that the Union Budget will stimulate
the economy have come unstuck very fast. Industrial production is
not reviving. The recessionary conditions have led to official
industrial growth rate coming down to 6.7 per cent in 1996-97
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from 11.6 per cent in 1995-96 and in the current year the decline in
the growth rate continues. The trade deficit has widened. The
reduction of import duties has been a major contributory factor to
the burgeoning trade deficit. The generous tax concessions to the
rich and the overall tax cuts will result in a loss of revenue for the
government of over Rs.10,000 crores. This will result in the State
relying on expenditure financed by borrowing instead of tax-
financed expenditure.

The government has announced its intention to introduce full
convertibility of the rupee by introducing capital account
convertibility. This will make the country subject to the whims gf
international speculators and will surrender whatever economic
sovereignty which rests with the country.

Parliament Session

On the other hand, the major commitments made by the United
Front in the CMP like the women’s reservation bill, the agricultural
workers legislation, and the Lokpal Bill have failed to materialize.
The CPI(M) demanded that these three legislations be taken up on
a priority basis and be adopted in the Monsoon Session. In our
July mass campaign also we had highlighted these three legislations.

The performance of the United Front Government in the
Monsoon Session of Parliament was dismal. It backed out from
the women’s reservation bill due mainly to resistance from within
thp United Front, it failed to introduce the agricultural workers bill

giving in to pressure of the landlord lobby, and the Lokpal Bill

was npt even cqnsidered after the amendments proposed by the
Standing Committee on Home Affairs,

On the contrary, the IRA Bill was moved for adoption at the |

insi§tence of the Finance Minister, The firm opposition of the Left
parties and the failure to strike a deal with the BJP led to withdrawal

of thhe Bill. Thﬁs s a major success for the struggle against opening
up the financial sector and movement launched by the insurance
employees.

Impact of Resistance

The defeat of the IRA Bill is not

an isol : st five
months saw the Party puttin g up solated event. The pa

stiff opposition to the proposal
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for hike in prices of petroleum products. There was one round of
increase immediately after the UF Government assumed office lastyear.
This time, our Party put out alternative proposals and campaigned
for other ways to mobilize resources to meet the oil pool deficit. It
is due to this resistance that the government was not able to go
ahead with burdening the people with an across the board hike.
Even now, when the government announces a hike, our Party has
informed the Steering Committee of the UF about its resolve to
oppose it and mobilize the people.

The two-day strike by bank employees on August 28 and 29
was a notable struggle. The bank unions have demanded among
other things stopping the opening of rural private banks under the
“local area private banks” scheme. This further step on privatization
will lead to private banks mobilizing resources from the rural rich
and will disrupt the cooperative banking sector.

The resistance being put up to the IMF-World Bank dictated
policies is having some impact. Despite all efforts, the government
has not been able to go ahead with disinvestment of PSU shares as
recommended by the Disinvestment Commission, The government
finds it difficult to push through legislation for privatization of
key infrastructure and core sectors, and such matters as the
amendment of the Patents Act. The coal privatization bill has been
held in abeyance because of the united opposition of workers. It is
necessary therefore to intensify the struggle and widen the resistance
to liberalization policies.

PDS Issue

Another important issue on which the Party has had to intervene
is the PDS. The purpose of the new scheme under the PDS was to
have provided people below the poverty line foodgrains at half the
prices prevailing under the PDS. The new scheme of 10 kg. fora
family of five per month at subsidized prices and increasing the
overall issue price had led to a situation where the beneficiaries
below the poverty line do not gain but lose if they draw more than
10 kg. of rice.

The West Bengal Government and other state governments have
protested against the defects of the scheme. The allocation for the
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states have also been reduced. Our Party has raised this matter
both within the United Front and at the governmental level. We
are demanding that people below the poverty line be provided at
least 20 kg. of rice at subsidized price, and the allocation to the
states be increased to meet the overall needs of the PDS in each
state. Due to our insistence, acommittee was set up by the Steering
Committee to go into the problems and to submit a report.

Privatization Drive

Many of the state governments are taking up the policies of the
World Bank-IMF and resorting to indiscriminate privatization.
These governments whether they are run by the BJP or the
constituents of the United Front have accepted uncritically the
liberalization policies. The “restructuring” of the Andhra Pradesh
State Electricity Board by the TDP Government has been opposed
by our Party which has taken a firm position against it. Splitting of
the State Electricity Board is a prelude to privatization of some
areas. The CITU has been mobilizing electricity employees against
this move. The TDP Government has accepted the structural
adjustment package of the World Bank in return for getting loans.
The BJP Government in Rajasthan and the Bansi Lal Government
in Haryana are also taking steps to privatize electricity. Orissa had
done it earlier. The UP Government is trying to sell off many stat®
undertakings to the private sector.

All' thi_s underlines the necessity for the Party and the mass
organizations to continue to assert our independent position and to

flevelop strugglf}s against privatization and in defence of the
mterests of the different sections of the working people.

Pay Commission

The Central Government is yet to arrive at an agreement with
the emplpyees federations on the implementation of the Pay
Commission recommendations. There is great unrest among the
employe_e§ particularly of the ‘C’ and ‘D’ categories as many of
their !eg1§1mate demands have not been met. All the employees
organizations are united in the struggle for a better package. The
talks have made little progress so far. The CPI(M) wants the
government to concede the reasonable demands of the employees
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so that a strike is averted. If the negotiations are unsuccessful, the
Party will extend its full support to the call for an indefinite strike
from September 24.

Presidential and Vice-Presidential Elections

Our Party was of the opinion that K.R. Narayanan should be the
candidate of the United Front and the Congress. This was done in
such a manner that the BJP had no other option but to extend
support. The election of Narayanan was near-unanimous with only
the Shiv Sena backing T.N. Seshan. For the Vice-President’s post,
the Left decided that it should be delinked from the Presidential
choice. The BJP would have had a chance to intervene if the choice
of both candidates was taken up together. In the circumstances
Krishna Kant, Governor of Andhra Pradesh emerged as the most
suitable person. We did not want the Vice-Presidentship to also go
to a Congress party person. The BJP and allies supported the Akali
leader Surjit Singh Barnala. In both the posts, there are persons
who have a clear secular background, which is important in the
current political situation.

50th Anniversary of Independence

The country is celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of
independence. This occasion should not be utilized to project only
the official version of the independence struggle with the focus
only on the Congress movement led by Gandhiji. The Party has
taken up this question in the official celebrations committee. It is
necessary that all the streams which contributed to the anti-
imperialist movement are highlighted. The CPI(M) will strive in
the year of the anniversary to inform the people about the militant
working class and peasant struggles for independence and the role
of the Communists. The fifty years of independent India’s progress
and development have not benefited the common people because
of the bourgeois-landlord policies. The alternative policies of the
Left and democratic forces for a democratic, socially just and
equitable society will be emphasized in the Party’s campaign.

Congress AICC Session

The AICC session in Calcutta could not pave the way for unifying
and reviving the party. This is mainly due to the failure of the
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leadership to have any serious self-critical introspection of why
the party has declined so dramatically in the recent years. At the
political level the mild regret expressed over the failure to discharge
the “legal responsibility” for the preservation of the Babri Masjid
was inadequate as an apology for its major responsibility and
criminal inactivity. It was also too late. The economic resolution
has justified the economic policies adopted since 1991 and claimed
it has helped economic growth. There is no self-critical attempt to
understand how the IMF-World Bank dictated policies have harmed
the country and the people. The only hope put out for the revival of
the Congress is Sonia Gandhi. Sitaram Kesri abjectly pleaded for
her to take over the party as it is considered the property of the
Nehru family.

The elections to the 10 elected positions in the CWC saw 49
candidates contesting. Though Kesri managed to get his candidates
elected to the bulk of the positions some of the other leaders polled
substantial votes. The alliances forged are shifting. The combination
of Kesri and Jitendra Prasad forged during the elections to the
presidentship has now broken.

The Congress unable to look into its own failures sou ght to mount
an attack on the CPI(M) and the Left. The 20-year-old record of
the Left Front Government was maligned and the absurd charge
leveled that the Left has fajled to take up the fight against
communalism seriously. The Congress leadership’s attack on

coalition governments reveals its inability to come to terms with
the changed reality. It can no

. more hope to form a government at
the Centre on its own, By ha

. Iping on single-party governments,
and rejecting the Very conc S eparty

C . : ept of coalition governments, the
FrO:gtress is helping the BJP and directing its attack on the United
nt, :

BJP

i The BIP is not able to overcome its internal problems and

ssensions, The_dlsarray in the Janata Dal and the state of the
Congress party still provides it the hope that it will be able to come
to power by the next elections, The Swarna Jayanti Rathyatra
conducted by Advani in a bid to refurbish his image which was
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tarnished in the hawala scandal could not create the enthusiasm
which he hoped to repeat from his earlier yatras.

Fully aware that it cannot win a majority in the Lok Sabha on its
own, the BJP continues to bid for allies. Apart from the existing
allies such as the Samata, the Akalis and the Shiv Sena, the BJP is
tying up with the Lakshmi Parvathi group in Andhra Pradesh.
However, in this quest for allies also, it does not have a smooth
road. In Uttar Pradesh the arrangement with the BSP and its
continuance continues to create difficulties for the party. Kanshi
Ram has made it clear that he is not bound to go into alliance with
the BJP after the one-year pact. With the six-month term of
Mayawati ending on September 21, the BSP is putting up new
démands and pressures which will make the position of Kalyan
Singh, if he becomes the Chief Minister, precarious. The demand
that the BSP get the Speakership of the assembly will be difficult
for the BIP to accede to. The brazen way in which Mayawati has
gone about trying to consolidate her mass base by caring little for
the sensitivities of the BJP has angered the rank and file. Yet the
BJP leadership hopes to cling on to the alliance expecting rich
dividends in a general election.

The decision of the BJP leadership not to reinstate Madan Lal
Khurana as the Chief Minister after his being discharged in the
hawala case saw an open protest by Khurana who is also a vice-
president of the party. The factional fight between Khurana and
Sahib Singh Verma came out into the open. It is with great difficulty
that Khurana has been mollified and made to withdraw his
resignation from the office bearership. The BJP was also put on
the defensive after the police firing on dalits in Mumbai which led
to the killing of 10 persons. The Home Minister in the Shiv Sena-
led government is a BJP man.

The situation is complicated as the UF Government’s
performance does not provide any basis for isolating the BJP in its
areas of influence. It will seek to utilize the discontent arising out
of the economic situation and other problems of the people for
enhancing its credibility and to cover up its communal appeal. The

Party has to be vigilant in countering the manoeuvres of the BJP to
utilize the existing situation and advance.
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Growing Attacks on Dalits

Police Atrocities in Mumbai: The police firing in a dalit colony
in Mumbai on June 11 on people protesting against the desecration
of Dr. Ambedkar’s statue led to a wave of spontaneous protests in
Maharashtra and all over the country. Out of the 10 youth killed,
one was a member of the DYFI. The CPI(M) in Maharashtra joined
the call for a Mumbai bandh in protest against the firing. The Party
organized protests outside Maharashtra also such as in Delhi and
Kanpur. The Shiv Sena has a history of animosity towards the dalits
and this reactionary outlook is leading to a strong backlash amongst
the scheduled castes. The RPI* leadership which is badly divided
into a number of groups failed to provide timely leadership and it
was the young militant activists who came to the fore in the protest
movement.

Caste Clashes in Tamil Nadu: The growing assertiveness of the
dalits is sought to be suppressed by vested caste interests and the
dominant landed sections everywhere. In Tamil Nadu there have
been prolonged caste clashes and riots between the scheduled castes
and Thevars (a backward caste) in the southern districts. Scores of
people have lost their lives in the violence. The police

administration is generally prejudiced against the dalits.

Untouchability and caste discrimination is stjl] practised in these

areas, Sqme of the dalit organizations also take sectarian positions
to mobilize support and p '

it the SCs against other sections.
Our Party in Tamil Na .

to campaign f; du viewing the serious situation decided
paign for an end to the violence and for amity between the

:i)xffie]:)r:r:jt c)gmmunities whi!e upholding the basic democratic rights
alits. The campaign also took up the struggle against

untouchability. Anti-cast .
: : -caste convention ized in
different centres, A s have been organized

delegation of our state Part .

[ ini : y leadership met

gﬁig.hilﬁ; I:fmlsm. anq S‘,]bmmed a memorandum of demands

campign againgt meop 10" Of @ high level enquiry and a join
steism an, o ] a )

promptly set up an untouchability. The Chief Minister

enquiry committee headed b ired justi
tly 1 enc a retired justice
and a joint campaign is also to be conducted g e

Sec’lt’:saia:;zns; pO]ll;CS of the bourgeois parties and the narrow
: ponse ot some of the dalit organizations are creating
RPI means Republican Party of India.
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caste polarization and disruption of the unity of the working people.
It is essential that our Party stands firmly in defence of the rights
of the most downtrodden sections, the dalits who are also the bulk
of the agricultural labour. We should take up the fight against
untouchability and caste discriminatory practices along with the
demand for wages and land. At the same time we must work for
forging unity between the scheduled castes and other poorer
sections by raising common demands.

North East

The situation in the North East has deteriorated in the last few
months. The ULFA in Assam stepped up its attacks on army
personnel and civilians. The Bodo extremist groups resorted to
bomb blasts to disrupt railway services. More heinously innocent
non-Bodo people, mainly Bengalis, were massacred. This has led
to retaliatory attacks on Bodo families. On 15th August the
extremist groups issued bandh calls in Assam, Tripura and other
areas to disrupt the independence day celebrations.

In Manipur, the inter-tribal clashes continue in the border areas.
There has been mass discontent over rumours of Naga extremist
claims on some districts of Manipur. Fears of division of Manipur.
has led to big protests.

In Tripura, the NLFT and ATTF continue their violent activities
despite the deployment of security forces in the disturbed areas. A
number of CPI(M) tribal cadre have been killed by the armed gangs.
The LF Government has requested for more armed forces to be
deployed to effectively patrol and check the extremist affected
areas. The Centre should make the arrangements for more security
forces to be sent to the state.

The Party has condemned the violent attacks by the Bodo
extremists and ULFA in Assam. It has called upon these groups to
desist from violence and hold talks with the Centre and the state
governments.

In order to carry forward the current line of the Party, we should
make all efforts to keep the secular allies in the United Front
together by struggling for the implementation of the positive
measures in the CMP. At the same time the Party’s independent
projection of the Left and democratic altemate policies must be
stepped up.
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The fortnight long campaign conducted by the Party between
15 and 31 July has been successful in informing the people about
our Party’s independent stand about implementing the pledges in
the CMP and our opposition to the harmful economic policies.

In the coming period, the Party should undertake the following
tasks:

1.

Oppose all policies which affect domestic industry and self-
reliance and indigenous development of science and
technology.

The Party should lead and lend full support to the united
struggles and protest actions by the working class and trade
unions against privatization, closures and the steps to
dismantle the public sector.

Counter the pernicious propaganda of the BJP-RSS and
defend the legitimate rights of the minorities and the dalits.
Take the initiative to mobilize people for demanding the
adoption of the agricultural labour legislation. The Party
should call for stepping up struggles for takeover of ceiling
surplus land and its distribution; distribution of homestead,
degraded forest land and gram sabha lands/plots to the
landless.

Resist all steps to curtail the public distribution system and
ensure that all deserving beneficiaries get the subsidized PDS
entitlement.

Campaign for fulfilment of reservation of women and for
equal wages and rights of working women.

Demand increased allocations for education and public health
and employment generation.

}Jtilize the 50th anniversary observance to rouse anti-
imperialist patriotic feelings, highlight Communist
contribution to the freedom struggle and project alternative
policies to the 50 years of bourgeois-landlord policies.
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On Central Government
Employees’ Demands*

Statement Dated September 6, 1997 Issued by The Polit
Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) urges the United Front Government
to immediately accept the genuine demands of the central
government employees regarding the Pay Commission
recommendations. There are serious drawbacks in the
recommendations which increase the disparity between the officers
and the group ‘C’ and ‘D’ employees. These need to be ironed out,
apart from the demands of the lower staff regarding the minimum
pay, bonus, etc. etc.

The CPI(M) calls upon the government to immediately start
negotiations with the leaders of the central government employees’
organizations on the basis of the reasonable proposals made by
them for a settlement. This is necessary in order to prevent the
precipitation of the matter that could lead to disruption of
government functioning and inconvenience to the public at large.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, September 14, 1997.
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Condolence On
Mother Teresa’s Death*

Statement Dated September 6, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) is deeply grieved at the demise of
Mother Teresa, the great humanitarian. The Left Front Government
in Bengal, since assuming office in 1977, had given her all helpin
her work for the suffering humanity. The Polit Bureau conveys its
deep condolences to all those at the Missionaries of Charity.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, September 14, 199
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CPI(M) On Mid-Year
Financial Measures®*

Statement Dated September 17, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The United Front Government has announced a mid-year package
of measures to gamner an additional revenue of Rs.6,880 crore. At
the time of the last budget, the CPI(M) had criticized the move to
slash import duties. Apart from reducing revenue, this would lead
to a domestic recession as well as widen the trade deficit. The
government has now applied a corrective by hiking import duties
across the board by three per cent. This, however, is a marginal
increase that may not offset the tendency towards domestic
recession and check the widening trade deficit.

However, the import duty hike and related measures contribute
only Rs.1,300 crore of the envisaged Rs.6,880 crore. The bulk of
this resource mobilization comes from cuts in expenditure and a
heavy dose of fresh disinvestment of the public sector. The cuts in
the plan and non-plan expenditure are to raise Rs.3,200 crore.
Needless to add, this will adversely affect the meagre expenditure
on the social welfare schemes. It will be the livelihood of the vast
mass of Indian people that would be hurt most. The fresh
disinvestment of the public sector is to fetch Rs.2,200 crore. This
will mean that in this fiscal year alone, the overall disinvestment is
expected to generate about Rs.8,000 crore. Thus, a massive attack
on self-reliance of our economy is being undertaken. What is worse
is that this disinvestment is being done to meet the government’s
current expenditure. This is contrary to the stated objective in the
Common Minimum Programme.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Dethi, September 21, 1997.
This United Front Government s the United Front Government at the Centre
i.e. the Union Government of India.
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It is clear that the government is resorting to these measures to
bolster its revenue collections in the face of sluggish returns. The
Reserve Bank of India has shown that the indirect tax collections,
which account for nearly 70 per cent of the total budgeted tax
revenue, are far short of the target. Instead of admitting that the
faulty policies pursued in the last budget of granting massive
concessions to the rich is resulting in a sharp drop of potential
revenue collections, the finance ministry is using the specious plea
that these measures are due to the implementation of the Pay
Commission’s recommendations.

In a separate move, the government has decided to deregulate
the price of natural gas. The suggested increase, however, falls far
short of the potential. The CPI(M) had suggested that 20 per cent
of natural gas which used by the non-priority sector should be priced
equivalent to the price of LPG. This would have yielded the
government anything over Rs. 6,000 crore annually. The increast
suggested now is a meagre 300 rupees generating at best
Rs.80 to 100 crore.

'Ijhe Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) calls upon the governmernt once
again to review its decision regarding the gas prices.
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CPI(M)’s Greetings to 15th
Congress of Communist
Party of China*

{On behalf of the Party and its Central Committee, the CPI(M)
General Secretary, Harkishan Singh Surjeet, sent the following
message of greetings to the 15th Congress of the Communist Party
of China, on September 11, 1997]

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) conveys its warm fraternal greetings to the Communist
Party of China on the occasion of its 15th National Congress.

This congress is being held in a complex international situation.
Forces of world imperialism continue to seek to impose their
hegemony—both political and economic. Their efforts, however,
are being met with resistance. The complexity of the world situation
is such that while imperialism seeks to impose its vision of a
unipolar world, developments counter this with the possibilities of
an emerging multi-polarity. In these complex circumstances, the
firm adherence by the Communist Party of China to the socialist
path and advance to the 21st century is a source of inspiration for
the peoples struggling for an exploitation-free society.

The CPI(M) notes the impressive economic advances made by
the People’s Republic of China that is carrying forward the reform
process and socialist modernization while adhering to the four
cardinal principles enunciated by Comrade Deng Xiaoping. These
rapid economic strides are attracting world-wide attention.

The CPI(M) wishes the CPC all success in carrying forward the
tasks of socialist modernization with the explicit purpose of
strengthening socialism in China.

*Pyblished i “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delh, September 21, 1997.
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The deliberations of the 15th Congress, upholding the banner of
building socialism with Chinese characteristics, reviewing the
history of the Chinese people’s struggles in the past 100 years ;%nd
chalking out plans to carry China into the next century seizing
favourable opportunities, we are sure, will contribute to the process
of consolidating and strengthening socialism in China.

The CPI(M) is happy that the relations between India and Chipa
are improving. This has an important bearing on peace and stability
in the region. We are confident that the deliberations of this congress
will further strengthen this process.

The CPI(M) once again wishes the 15th Congress of the CPC

all success and conveys its fraternal Communist greetings to all
delegates.



S8

CPI(M) Welcomes Union
Government’s Agreement with
Employees On Implementation of
The Recommendations of

The Fifth Pay Commission*

Statement Dated September 12, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) welcomes the agreement reached
between the Union Government and the employees unions on the
implementation of the Fifth Pay Commission’s recommendations.
The agreement which has been concluded after negotiations
between the group of Union ministers and the employees
representatives of the Joint Consultative Machinery is a victory
for the employees.

The agreement has met some of the major demands of the
employees such as 40 per cent increase in basic pay in the fixation
of revised pay scales, bonus for all non-gazetted employees, review
of the decision to abolish 3.5 lakh vacant posts and rejection of the
Pay Commission recommendation to reduce staff strength by 30
per cent in ten years. These benefits have been achieved due to the
unity displayed by the employees organizations and their firm united
stand.

The Polit Bureau appreciated the positive approach adopted by
the United Front Government at the Centre in settling the package

of pfoposals through negotiations and conceding some of the
legitimate demands of the employees.

*Published in “PEQPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, September 21, 1997.
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CPI(M)’s Greetings to 21st Congress
of The Japanese Communist Party*

Sent by Harkishan Singh Surjeet, General Secretary
of The Communist Party of India (Marxist)

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
conveys its warm fraternal Communist greetings to the 21st
Congress of the Japanese Communist Party. o
The CPI(M) has been following with great attention the historic
success achieved by the JCP since its 20th Congress. The over
seven million votes representing 13.08 per cent of the total vote
won by the JCP in 1996 elections, its achievements in the locd
assembly elections and the Tokyo Metropolitan elections constituté
a resounding vindication of the validity of scientific socialism and
the independent role pursued by the JCP for over seven decades.
We are confident that the deliberations of this Congress will further

strengthen the ties between the JCP and the working people of
Japan.

Comrades,

Your Congress is taking place in the midst of a complex
international situation. Forces of world imperialism led by the USA
continue to seek to impose their hegemony—nboth political and.
economic. Their efforts, however, are being met with resistance-
The complexity of the world situation is such that while the USA
seeks to impose its vision of unipolarity, world developments
counter this with the possibilities of emerging multipolarity. Under
these circumstances, the advances made by the JCP indeed

constitute a source of inspiration for the forces the world over
struggling for an exploitation-free society.
Comrades,

We, in India, are in the midst of a complex situation that is
providing opportunities for our advance. The efforts to keep the

*Pubhished in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”. New Delhi. October 5, 1997.
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right wing fundamentalist forces away from state power and to
prevent the dominant part of the ruling classes, the Congress, from
acquiring state power, have temporarily succeeded. However, the
struggle continues to remain intense.
Comrades,

The CPI(M), once again, wishes the 21st Congress of the JCP
all success.

With fraternal Communist greetings!



60

CPI(M) Demands Firm Stand by
The Government of India on

Dumping Toxic Wastes™*

Statement Dated September 26, 1997 Issued
by The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

India has been facing the problem of hazardous industrial wastes
being dumped in India from the western and developed countrés.
Under the guise of reuse and recycling, such toxic wastes are bﬂ:\g
imported which are a serious threat to the health of the people
the environment. The Basel convention on trans-bounda”
movement of hazardous waste in 1995 took a decision 0 banéh;")
export of hazardous waste from the advanced countries (CE |
nations) to non-OECD countries. This decision known as the Base |
ban will be coming up for consideration at the internation?
convention to be held in Malaysia in October. .
In India, there has been growing awareness of the 10X
contamination of the soil and waters due to the import of hazafd‘?“S
wastes. The Supreme Court had also passed a judgement banniné
the import of such wastes into the country. The Indian Government
should ratify the Basel ban and take steps to see that it is enforced%
The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) requests the Government ©
India to take a firm and clear decision in the matter so that the
Indian delegation to the conference can ratify the ban. In this

connection the CPI(M) General Secretary has also written 0 the
Union minister for environment.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, October 5, 1997-
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CPI(M) On Bomb Blasts:
Demands Government of India
Must Probe External Links*

Statement Dated October 2, 1997 Issued
by The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the bomb biasts
in the Frontier Mail at Ghaziabad and the explosions in Delhi city.
Two people have been killed in the attack on the train and many
more have been seriously injured. These attacks are part of a pattern
of terrorist violence which has been concentrated on the railways
in the north-western region of the country. The Central Government
should investigate the pattern of incidents and look for the external
connections of these groups operating to destabilize normal life in
the country.

In this context the Polit Bureau also expressed its serious concemn
at the wanton shelling of Kargil town which led to the death of 16
civilians and the continuing firing from across the border. Coming
soon after the meeting of two Prime Ministers in New York, this
unwarranted firing will vitiate the atmosphere. The Pakistani
Government should be firmly told that the continuation of such
hostile activity will be detrimental to the efforts being made to
improve relations through the secretary-level talks.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Dethi, October 12, 1997.



CPI(M) Demands: Phone Tapping
Must Be Probed*

Statement Dated October 7, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

Transcripts of some telephone conversations which were tapsﬂé
and published in a newspaper evoke serious concern ford ,
reasons. Firstly, it is clear that the above tapping has been &0 ‘
illegally. This must be investigated and the agencies of pers?re
responsible booked under the law. The government must .bc awf r
that there are a number of private agencies which are available 10
hire for this illegal business. hoW
Secondly, the telephone transcripts provide a glimpse of h0
big business operates in the country. It shows disturbingly the effort(si
made to lobby and influence Central Government officials aﬂd
intelligence agencies to forestall the serious investigations 4"
prosecution being conducted by the Assam State Government.
The Tata Tea company owes an explanation as to why ‘;
continued to shield one of its executives after his connivance &
complicity with the ULFA was fairly well established by the St?te
Government. While recognizing the serious difficulties of Worlfm.g
in Assam in the past few years due to the extremist menace, 5“1.1 i
is incumbent on all companies to draw the line between acting
under coercion and active cooperation which goes far beyond 2
response to extortionate threats, ]
The Central Government should ensure effective cooperatio”
with the Assam State Government to tackle the continuing th{cf’ts

frorn the extremist groups and to put an end to all such activities
which provide them with sustenance and support.

*Published in ‘PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, October 12, 1997



63

CPI(M) Opposes Pre-Shipment
Assessment by The Government
of India*

Statement Dated October 8, 1997 Issued
by The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

It is reported that the Government of India is considering a major
change in policy with regard to the customs appraisal of imports
of goods into the country. So far imports into the country are
appraised for their value by the Indian customs, and duties levied
accordingly. This is now sought to be changed and there is to be a
pre-shipment inspection to be assigned to foreign companies. This
would mean that imports to India from Europe and the USA will
be assessed for their value before shipment at the place of export
and this will be communicated to the customs at India which will
be obliged to follow their advice. Thereby, the sovereign function
of evaluating and collecting customs duties is to be handed over to
foreign companies.

The CPI(M) is totally opposed to this proposed change. It will
be a dangerous step which will open the floodgates for massive
corruption at high levels. The experience of certain developing
countries in Africa and Asia, which introduced this system of pre-
shipment assessment, shows that this will provide ample
opportunities for fraudulent pre-shipment assessment and a
manifold increase in kickbacks.

The finance ministry is reportedly negotiating with a pre-
shipment inspection company, the Societe Generale De
Surveillance (SGS) of Geneva, to entrust them with this job. This
itself is a shocking step as this very company has been named by
the Pakistan Government for giving kickbacks after being appointed
for pre-shipment assessment. After an official enquiry, the Pakistan
Government has recently announced that there is ample evidence

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, October 12, 1997.
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that the SGS of Geneva and its subsidiary, Cotecna Inspection,
had paid six per cent kickbacks to persons and front companies
close to the then Prime Minister, Benazir Bhutto, and her husband.

The revenue collected by the customs shows that the present
system is working. There is no reason for departing from the system
of appraisal and realization of duties on imports by the Indian
customs. The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) wants the government to
come out on what the position is with regard to appointing foreign
companies for pre-shipment assessment. It calls upon the
government not to proceed with the proposal.



64

CPI(M)’s Homage to
Comrade Chitta Basu*

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
expresses profound shock and grief at the death of Comrade Chitta
Basu.

Comrade Chitta Basu had joined the Forward Bloc when he was
20 years old in 1945. Through active, dedicated and ceaseless work
in the cause of the working class and the toiling peasantry, Comrade
Chitta Basu rose to become its General Secretary in 1977. He was
elected to the West Bengal Legislative Assembly in 1957. Between
1966 and 1991 he was elected to the Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha several times. He was an outstanding parliamentarian who
used to raise issues of national interest particularly those pertaining
to workers struggles in Parliament. Comrade Chitta Basu had also
to undergo imprisonment several times totalling a period of eight
years. :

Through his dedicated work and devotion he had earned the
love and respect of the people. He was held in respect by those
who were opposed to him politically also. His simple life-style
and easy accessibility struck all those who had the occasion to
meet him.

Comrade Chitta Basu’s death is a bi g loss not only to the Forward
Bloc but also for the Left and democratic movement in the country.
In his death the working class movement in the country has lost
one of its valiant soldiers who had championed and defended the
interests of the working class and the peasantry.

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
pays respectful homage to this departed leader of the Left
movement. It conveys its heartfelt condolences to the Forward Bloc
and all members of his family.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, October 12, 1997.
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On Enhancing Railway
Freight Charges*

Statement Dated October 7, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)
Demanding Its Withdrawal

The increase in freight charges announced by the railways is
unwarranted and will inflict a further burden on the people by hiking
up the cost of living. The withdrawal of freight subsidy on essentia
commodities such as foodgrains, pulses, sugar and kerosene will
directly hit the people. Alongwith the four per cent increase of
cpal this will have a cascading effect resulting in all-round price
rise.

Out of the 15 essential commodities which were getting freight
subsidies, subsidies have been withdrawn in thirteen cases. This
indirect taxation on the people is a result of the decision of the
United Front Government to increase the prices of petroleum
Products, particularly diesel. Since then there has been a Stecp
increase in transportation costs, leading to increase in bus fares
and now the railway freight charges. The Polit Bureau of the CPIM)
strongly protests this unjustified imposition on the people. It calls
upon the.govemment to withdraw this decision. It calls upon all its
Party units to mobilize the people to oppose this hike.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, October 12, 1997.
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CPI(M)’s Greetings to 9th Congress
of The Communist Party of Brazil*

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
conveys its warm fraternal greetings to the 9th congress of the
Communist Party of Brazil. We are confident that this important
congress will further sharpen the struggle of the Brazilian people
against the current neoliberal offensive.

Comrades,

Your congress is taking place in the midst of a complex
international situation. Forces of world imperialism led by the USA
continue to seek to impose their hegemony — both political and
economic. Their efforts, however, are being met with resistance.
The complexity of the world situation is such that while the USA
seeks to impose its vision of unipolarity world developments counter
this with the possibilities of emerging multipolarity. Such
possibilities, however, can be utilized only if Communists are able
to further strengthen their links with the working people and
sharpen the class struggle against the multifarious attacks mounted
by imperialism. Under these circumstances, the resolve of the
Communist Party of Brazil to forge a large democratic and popular
Jfront opposing this offensive and generating a political action to
force the ruling classes to reverse these policies will constitute an
important part of the worldwide struggle of the working people
against the current imperialist efforts.

Comrades,

The CPI(M) has always held in high esteem the glorious legacy
of the Brazilian Communists in the struggle to restore democracy
in the country and also the current struggle for advancing the

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, October 19, 1997.
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people’s movement for am exploitation-free sociery. We are confident
that the deliberations of your congress will strengthen further the
Communist Party af Brazil and its links with the working people.
We omce agaim wish the congress all success.
Witk fraternal greetings.
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CPI(M)’s Greetings to 34th Congress
of The Communist Party of Belorussia*

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
conveys its warm fraternal greetings to the 34th congress of the
Communist Party of Belorussia.

Following the dismantling of socialism in the USSR, and the
disintegration of the USSR the CPI(M) has been following
developments in the former Soviet socialist republics with great
concern. We are pleased to note that the Communist Party of
Belorussia has, during the last year, following its 33rd congress,
re-established provincial, regional and city party organizations
all across the country. The new party programme and constitution
of the party to be adopted in this 34th congress, we are confident,
will pave the way for strengthening further the links between the
Communist Party and the working people of Belorussia.
Comrades,

Your congress is being held in the background of a complex
international situation. Forces of world imperialism led by the USA
continue to seek to impose their hegemony — both political and
economic. Their efforts, however, are being met with resistance.
The complexity of the world situation is such that while the USA
seeks to impose its vision of unipolarity, world developments
counter this with the possibilities of emerging multipolarity. Under
these circumstances the re-establishment of the Communist Party
of Belorussia and its efforts to regain its leading position constitute
a significant development.

Comrades, the CPI(M) once again wishes the 34th congress of
the Communist Party of Belorussia all success.

*Published 1in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY?”, New Delhi, October 19, 1997.
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CPI(M)’s Greetings to 30th Congress
of The Communist Party of Austria*

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India (Mar. xj‘_')
sends fraternal greetings to the 30th congress of the Communist
Party of Austria. Your congress is being held in the backgroundof
a complex international situation. Forces of world imperialism led
by the USA continue to seek to impose their hegemony—both
political and economic. Their efforts, however, are being met W’_’h 4
resistance. The complexity of the world situation is such that while
the USA seeks to impose its vision of unipolarity, W”,ﬂd
developments counter this with the possibilities of emerging |
multipolarity. Under these circumstances, the offensive in Europt
is bound to have a significant impact on world developmenis. We
are pleased 1o note that the agenda of your congress seeks to disciss
the possibilities of united action with other Left wing and
progressive forces in Europe in the struggle against Maastricht
Treaty; the planned introduction of a common currency; ’hf
eastward expansion of NATO and in defence of the working peoples
rights and Austria’s neutrality. :

The CPI(M) is confident that the deliberations of your congr ess
will further strengthen the links between the working people and
the Communist Party of Austria.

We, once again, wish the deliberations of your congressa§ rand
success.

With revolutionary greetings,

*Published 1n “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, October 19, 1997



69

CPI(M) Condemns Haryana Firing*

Statement Dated October 12, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the brutal killing
of six innocent peasants in police firing at Mandiali village in
Mahendragarh district of Haryana. Many persons have also been
seriously injured. The peasants who were protesting against the
disconnection of power lines and for repair and replacement of
bumnt transformers were squatting on railway tracks at Mandiali
village. '

The Polit Bureau demands adequate compensation to the relatives
of those killed and injured. It also demands resumption of power
supply to the peasants immediately.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, October 19, 1997.
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CPI(M) Demands Dismissal
of Kalyan Singh Government
In Uttar Pradesh*

Statement Dated October 19, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) demands the immediate dismissal
of the Kalyan Singh Government in Uttar Pradesh consequent t0
the withdrawal of support by the BSP. The BJP-BSP alliance wa5
the basis on which the government was able to muster a majonty
and form a government seven months ago. Now, that the BSP hz.;s
withdrawn support, the BJP-led government has no basts
whatsoever to continue.

The CPI(M) asks the governor to act forthwith so that no horse-

trading or any unscrupulous use of money is resorted to by the
BIP. :

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY". New Delhi. October 26, 1997
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CPI(M) On BJP’s Nefarious Game
to Remain in Government in
Uttar Pradesh*

Statement Dated October 25, 1997 Issued by
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, General Secretary
of The CPI(M)

The BJP, in its bid to muster a majority in the Uttar Pradesh
Assembly and win the vote of confidence, not only indulged in
horse-trading but also supported and permitted the violation of the
provisions of the anti-defection Act. Twelve BSP members who
had left the BSP and who do not constitute one-third of the strength
of the BSP legislature party were allowed to vote in the vote of
confidence, defying the whip issued by the BSP. The Speaker of
the UP Assembly, who is a BJP nominee, should have disqualified
them after they had made known that they had left the BSP. This
cannot be recognized as a split as per the provisions of the anti-
defection Act.

Moreover, Press reports also indicate that non-members were
allowed inside the house. The Press has published photographs
and also given names of those individuals.

The high moral pedestal on which the BJP has always sought to
place itself has been torn to shreds. In its quest for power, it is
willing not only to enter into unprincipled alliances but is also
indulging in horse-trading and unscrupulous means and
manoeuvres.

The clear and flagrant violation of democratic norms and
unscrupulous manoeuvres indulged in by the BIP to cling on to
power in Uttar Pradesh calls for unequivocal condemnation by all
democratic forces in the country. The moral and ethical facade
that the BJP has tried to present should be exposed. The provisions
of the anti-defection Act should be applied and the 12 BSP
legislators who had violated their party’s whip should be
disqualified. Failure to do so will set a bad precedent and political
parties will try to twist situations for political expediency.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, November 2, 1997.
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CPI(M) On US Government’s
Attempt to Dictate Indian
Government to Reintroduce
The Insurance Regulatory
Bill in Indian Parliament*

Statement Dated October 31, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its strong objection 10
the statement made by the US commerce secretary, William Delay,
asking the Indian Government to take steps to reintroduce the
Insurance Regulatory Authority Bill in the forthcoming Wintef
session of parliament. This is a biatant interference in the internal
affairs of the country and an attempt to dictate the agenda for
parliament.

The Insurance Regulatory Authority Bill was withdrawn in the
last session of parliament after widespread opposition to the opening
up of India’s insurance sector to foreign companies. This has led
to tremendous pressure being mounted by the US and other wester™
countries on the Indian government to revive the bill so that foreign
companies can have entry into the insurance sector.

The CPI(M) is totally opposed to this arm-twisting tactic. Th¢
CPI(M) calls upon the UF Government not to proceed with this
bill as it has serious implications for the country’s economy and
self-reliant development. The Polit Bureau appeals to all political

parties to come out against the US Government’s attempts to dictate
terms.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, November 2, 1997
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On US Interference in
China’s Internal Affairs*

Statement Dated November 3, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The decision of the US administration to appoint a special co-
ordinator for Tibet affairs is a gross interference in the internal
affairs of China. The Clinton administration has taken upon itself
to act as the arbiter on human rights in China and to act out its self
appointed role to promote dialogue between the Chinese
government and the Dalai Lama. The CPI(M) condemns this
arrogant and motivated stance.

The Government of India should immediately convey its
disapproval of such a step. The US policy on Tibet is similar to its
stand on Kashmir where it wants to mediate between India and
Pakistan. India cannot be a party to any outside interference in the
affairs of Tibet which is part of the People’s Republic of China.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY?”, New Delhi, November 9, 1997.
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CPI(M) Condemns US
Threat to Iraq*

Statement Dated November 3, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the threat of
military action against Iraq by the United States which is bentupon
pursuing sanctions and an economic embargo against the country
The current dispute concerning the presence of American mem?ers
in the United Nations inspection team is being sought to be utilized
to get the United Nations’ Security Council to sanction yet another
military attack against Iraq. ,
Iraq has been subjected to economic sanctions for the past S
years which has led to a large number of deaths of children due
malnutrition and lack of sufficient medicines. The United States,
in pursuit of its hegemonic designs in the region, is not allowiflg
the United Nations to withdraw sanctions. The intimidatory tactcs
adopted by the United States must be condemned by all peaceloving
forces in the world. The Polit Bureau calls upon the Indiaf

Government to oppose any military action against Iraq to resolve
the current dispute,

*Published in “PEQPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Dethi. November 9. 1997.
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Communique Issued by The Central
Committee of The CPI(M) Following
Its Meeting Held In New Delhi On
November 9 - 12, 1997*

The CPI(M) General Secretary, Harkishan Singh Surjeet, today
November 12, 1997, demanded that the Jain Commission report be
tabled in Parliament on the first day of the winter session in order to
avoid “needless controversy” and refused to comment on its
purported contents till the report was made public. He was addressing
a crowded Press conference this evening (November 12, 1977)
Jollowing the 3-day meeting of the CPI(M) Central Committee. The
main agenda of the Central Committee was finalization of the
draft political resolution to be placed before the Sixteenth Party
Congress in February 1998. The draft will be formally released
on November 20.

The Press conference witnessed a volley of questions on the
current controversy regarding the alleged anti-DMK comments in
the Jain Commission report, the angry reaction of some Congress(I)
leaders and the media speculation that the Congress would
withdraw suppport if the DMK remained in the United Front.

Despite repeated attempts by journalists, Surjeet refused to be
drawn into the controversy and maintained that no comment was
possible till the actual report was tabled in the house. On the
reaction of Congress(I) leaders, he said, “There are many senior
leaders in the Congress party. They should restrain themselves
Sfrom rushing to the Press and making comments before the report
is tabled”.

Regarding the Union home minister’s comment that the report
lacked evidence, Surjeet said, “I do not want to get into the
intricacies. Let us first see the report”.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY?”, New Delhi, November 16, 1997.
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Similarly, on the issue of DMK’s future, Surjeet said:“So far

there is no question of anybody going out of the United Front.
The DMK is part of the Front.”

Congress Threat

On the Congress threat of withdrawing support to the UF
Government, Surjeet refused to take Press speculation seriously.
He said, “Different statements are being made by different leaders
at different times. I am not going to comment on them”. Elaborating,
he said, “I go by the Congress Working Committee (CWC)
resolution. The CWC met on November 9 and the CWC statement
did not say anything about withdrawal of support. The CWC, in
fact, expressed happiness that the UF Government had agreet{ to
table the Jain Commission report on the first day of the coming
session of Parliament”.

Regarding the Congress demand for a coordination committee,
Surjeet said, “Since the Congress is supporting the governmffnt
from outside, we have always been in favour of a coordination
committee at the government level, not at the United Front level”.

State of Congress A .
Earlier, while elaborating on the CC communique, Surjeet s{lld
the Congress(I) should seriously ponder on how it was bet‘ng
completely corroded and eroded as a party. “What is happening
to the Congress? They talk of secularism, of patriotism, but
Congressmen are ready to walk over to the BJP. This must be
rectified. They must introspect on why this is happening, why they
have steadily lost their mass base”, Surjeet said. He pointed ou!
that the Congress(l) cannot survive by compromising with
commun.alism, it cannot survive by pursuing the so-called new
economic policies. If it wants to revive itself, Congressmen mist

think about these deeper questions instead of resorting to the politics
of manoeuvre.

Ignoring Left Agenda

Sl{rjefzt also came down heavily against the United Front for
cont,mumg with the earlier economic policies and ignoring the
Left’s demands completely. In this context, he sharply criticized
the finance minister’s promise that India would go in for capital
account convertibility by the year 2000 and demanded that the
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government come out with a policy statement rejecting such a
dangerous proposal.

On the Common Minimum Programme (CMP), he said, “We
have told them that you are gomg ahead with your agenda, what
about our agenda?” The promise in the CMP of a revamped public
distribution system with 20 kg. of foodgrains at half price to those
below the poverty line was being completely ignored. Despite the
Left’s pressure, the government made one excuse after another to
subvert this promise. Other promises in the CMP which the Left
backed such as the Comprehensive Legislation for Agricultural
Workers, the women’s reservation bill, and secret ballot to verify
TU membership were also being sidelined session after session in
Parliament. Regarding the escalating violence in Tripura, Surjeet
said the Congress unit in the state was actively supporting the
extremist elements in order to create terror and subvert the
democratic process and demanded that the Centre send additional
armed forces to deal with the extremist violence in this sensitive
border state.

Protest US Threat to Iraq

Strongly condemning the bullying tactics of the US which was
now threatening war against Iraq only to topple Saddam Hussein,
Surjeet said, “We want the Government of India to take a firm
position and intervene in the UN to prevent any sanction to military
action”. The Central Committee had also called upon all Party
units to organize meetings all over the country to protest against
the US threat and express solidarity with the Iraqi people, he said.

The communique issued after the Central Committee meeting
follows:

Draft Political Resolution for Party Congress

The Central Committee meeting had on its main agenda the
adoption of the Draft Political Resolution for the 16th Party
Congress to be held in February 1998. After thorough discussions,
the Central Committee finalized the draft resolution. This draft
resolution after editing will be released on November 20, 1997.

Threat to Iraq
The Central Committee expressed its strong opposition to the
US moves for military action against Iraq. The Clintonadministration
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is pressurizing the UN Security Council to sanction ‘such an
aggressive measure. For seven years Iraq has been subjec§ed to
sanctions by the United Nations and the USA has been refusing to
have the sanctions withdrawn. Despite inspection by the UN Special
Commission teams in Iraq for the past six years and the destruction
of many of the weapons production facilities, the United States is
unrelenting. All this is a pretext for making efforts to topple the
Saddam Hussein regime.

The Central Committee calls for an end to the U-2 flights over
Iraq and withdrawal of the sanctions. The Indian Government
should effectively intervene in the United Nations to prevent any
sanction to military action. ]

The Central Committee calls upon all its Party units to organize

protest actions against the US threats and express solidarity with
the Iraqi people.

Saharwi Arab Democratic Republic
The Central Committee called upon the Indian Government to
resist any pressure to withdraw recognition to the Saharwi Arab

Democratic Republic. India should remain firm in its commitment
to the self-determination of the Saharwi people.

BJP Exposed

The manner in which the BJP has installed the Kalyan Singh
ministry in Uttar Pradesh has thoroughly exposed the party’s
unprincipled opportunism and resort to corrupt practices. The
fqrmation of a 93-member ministry with a large number of persons
with criminal backgrounds, and the attempts to lure further defectors
has damaged the party’s credibility and its so-called adherence t0

principles. The BIP top leadership is now openly advocating similar
tactics at the national level which shows how deep the rot has set
Into the party.

The Central Committee condemns the partisan role
of the Speaker of the UP Assembly who is taking no steps 10
disqualify the defectors from the BSP who violated the provisions
of the Anti-Defection Law.

The Central Committee condemned the brutal lathicharge upon
the Samajwadi Party demonstrators at Lucknow on November 10
in which several persons were badly beaten and injured. It warned

the BJP Government that such tactics to suppress the opposition
cannot be tolerated.
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Congress Stance

The Central Committee noted that for the first time a majority
of MLAs belonging to the Congress(I) in a state assembly have
crossed over to the BJP, as happened in Uttar Pradesh. This shows
the extent of corrosion in the political-ideological level of the
Congress party which claims to represent secular traditions in the
country. The compromising approach to communalism, which
became the hallmark of the Congress in recent years is now coming
home to roost. It is for the Congress leadership to forthrightly give
up this wrong appproach taken in the past and take firm secular
positions.

The Congress party is not prepared to self-critically look at its
economic policies, attitude to communalism and corruption. Instead
of doing this, any unrealistic pressure to join the government at the
Centre will not help the party to check its decline.

Anti-Defection Law

In the light of the happenings in Uttar Pradesh and the growing
tendencies to encourage defections and indulge in horse-trading
and unscrupulous methods in politics, the Central Committee wants
more stringent provisions in the Anti-Defection Law. It must be
provided that anyone or a group of elected representatives who
leave their party have to vacate their seats. Such cases will have to
be referred to the Election Commission for their recommendation
for action to the President of India.

Economic Policies

In the light of the currency crisis and the economic difficulties
which have engulfed the South East Asian countries, there is serious
rethinking about allowing free and unfettered flow of international
capital and capital convertibility. This was reflected in the G-15
Summit held at Malaysia recently. The lessons of this crisis should
be realized by the policy-makers and the Government of India.
The finance minister had committed the country to capital account
convertibility by the year 2000 in his budget speech. The CPI(M)
has already expressed its strong opposition to such a move. The
Central Committee wants the Government of India to come out
with a policy statement that it will not go ahead with full
convertibility.

The Central Committee expressed its deep dissatisfaction at the
failure of the UF Government to take steps to improve and revamp



172 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

the public distribution system. It notes that the government l?as SO
far not agreed to increase the quantum of foodgrains supplied to
20 kg. for beneficiaries below the poverty line under the Targetged
PDS. Further, it strongly criticized the moves to supply foodgrains
to the states at “economic cost” prices which is more or less the
market price. This will damage the effective public distribution
system in states like Kerala. It is essential that people below the
poverty line be given 20 kg. per month and the allocations to'the
states be restored to the pre-TPDS level at the central issue price.

The Central Committee criticized the proposals of the
Disinvestment Commission which is recommending the sale of
shares of many profitable PSUs. The proposed sale of the Bongaigaon
Refinery and Petrochemicals in Assam is one such instance. This
profitable enterprise in the north-east region should not be privatized.
Further, the government continues to use the proceeds of such sales
to bridge its budgetary deficit and is not ploughing back these funds
to upgrade and modemize the public sector.

Pass Delayed Legislations

The Central Committee was strongly critical of the UF
Govermnment’s failure to pass long delayed legislations such as the
agricultural labour bill, women’s reservation bill, the Lokpal Bill
and the trade union recognition by secret ballot measure. The
Central Committee demanded that these bills be taken up
immediately in the forthcoming winter session of Parliament.

The Central Committee called upon the UF Government not to
proceed with the Insurance Regulatory Authority Bill in the coming

session. The bill was withdrawn in the last session due to widespread
opposition,

Tripura

The Central Committee denounced the systematic efforts being

made by the extrqmist groups to destabilize normal life by killings,
extortions and kidnappings. The Congress party is encouraging
and conniving at the

se activities with the narrow aim of targeting
the Left Front Government. The Central Committee strongly
condemned these tactics. The Central Committee called upon the
Centre to dispatch immediately additional armed forces to the state

so that the cross-border extremist violence can be curbed and peace
maintained.
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On Supreme Court Ruling
on Bandhs*

Statement Dated November 13, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

It is unfortunate that the Supreme Court has upheld the verdict of
the Kerala High Court that bandhs are illegal. The right to protest
is a fundamental right in a democracy. The call for a bandh is a
voluntary collective protest action. Any act of intimidation or
violence can be dealt with by the existing laws under the Criminal
Procedure Code.

To extend the logic of the High Court judgement, protest actions
such as a strike or hartal can also be seen as infringing the right of
some other citizens or sections. Therefore, to differentiate between
the bandh and a general strike or hartal is not valid. To term a
bandh as illegal and to hold a general strike or hartal as legitimate
is both impractical and unsound. It would have been better, if the
judiciary had not decreed, what are the acceptable forms of public
or political protest actions.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY?”, New Delhi, November 23, 1997.
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On The Demise of Comrade
Georges Marchais*

Condolence Message Sent by Harkishan Singh
Surjeet, General Secretary of The CPI(M), on
November 19, 1997 to The Central Committee
of The Communist Party of France

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India (Mandst)
expresses its deep sorrow and grief at the death of the veterah
Communist leader, Comrade Georges Marchais. Comrade
Marchais, one of the foremost Communist leaders of Europe "
former General Secretary of the Communist Party of Frands
leading the Party for 22 years, played an important role in post
second world war European political history. .

The Communist Party of India (Marxist) conveys ifs 62
condolences to the French working class, the Communist P&
and Comrade Georges Marchais’s family.

— 7
*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Deli, Noverber 2317
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CPI(M) on The Stand of Indian
National Congress on The Interim
Report of The Jain Commission*

Statement Dated November 21, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Interim Report of the Jain Commission does not show any
involvement of the DMK in the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi.
Therefore, the reaction of the Congress demanding the removal of
the DMK ministers from the Union cabinet is totally unwarranted
and politically motivated.

The CPI(M) opposes the desperate Congress attempt to cash in
on the Commission’s report for its narrow purposes. In trying to
destabilize the UF Government, the Congress is only helping the
BJP. The United Front will resolutely reject such Congress tactics
and the people of the country will see through the Congress game.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, November 30, 1997.
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On Withdrawal of Support to The
United Front Government at The
Centre by The Indian National

Congress Leading to Fall of This
Government* '

Statement Dated November 29, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Congress party has withdrawn support to the United Front
Government. It has used the pretext of the Jain Commission’s
interim report which has made out no case whatsoever about the
DMK's involvement in the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi. The
people will disapprove this action of the Congress party; it 00y
indicates the desperate straits the Congress finds itself in, unable
to project a viable political platform to revive the party.

By staking its claim to form the government, the Congress has
only exposed itself to ridicule. The BJP having failed once ©
establish a majority, will once again try to organize defections
resorting to corrupt practices.

The resignation by the Prime Minister and the stand taken by all
the United Front constituents that they will not support any BJPor
angress-led government shows that the united stand of the Front
will foil any unscrupulous manoeuvres. |
. The CPI(M) wishes to make it clear that after the Congress’s
frresponsible act of bringing down the Gujral Government, there
is no othe_r option but to go in for elections. This will be the only
democratic way to resolve the present crisis. Any concession 10

unscrupulous manoeuvres will be harmful for democracy if the
country.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, December 7, 1997-
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On Massacre of 60 Agricultural
Workers and Poor Peasants
Belonging to Scheduled Castes by
The Banned Ranavir Sena in Bihar*

Statement Dated December 2, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its strong condemnation
at the massacre of 60 agricultural workers and poor peasants
belonging to the scheduled castes and backward communities in
Lakshmanpur-Bathe village of Jehanabad, Bihar by the banned
Ranavir Sena, an armed outfit of the landlords. Brutal attacks on
agricultural workers and poor peasants are continuing and
increasing in Bihar. A section of the Bihar Government is aiding
and supporting the criminal gang.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) demands the immediate arrest
of the perpetrators of this ghastly crime. It also demands adequate
compensation to the relatives of the deceased.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY™, New Delhi, December 7, 1997.
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CPI(M) Condemns Blasts in Trains*

Statement Dated December 6, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its strong condemnatio_n
and outrage at the series of bomb blasts in trains in southemn India
which have killed ten persons and injured many passengers The
blasts in the Pandian and Cheran Expresses in Tamil Naduand the
explosion at Thrissur in Kerala on the Alleppey Express coming
from Chennai are a dastardly attack on innocent railway passengers:

The terroristic violence has been perpetrated by fundamentalist
extremist groups and comes in the wake of serious cormmuna!
violence in Coimbatore city. It is a matter of serious concer tht
religious extremist groups are increasingly targetting places I
Tamil Nadu where there has been traditional communal amity. No
efforts should be spared to track down and put down such elements.
The Central Government should immediately take StPS
coordinate with the state governments, the investigations into these
terroristic activities which have serious repercussions for the
country’s security and integrity.

The Polit Bureau conveys its deep sympathy to all those who
have lost their family members or have been affected by the trage®¥

“Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, December 14: 1977
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CPI(M) Protests WTO Accord*

Statement Dated December 16, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) registers its strong protest against
the government’s decision to sign the WTO accord on liberalizing
financial services by March 1999. As is well-known, the opening
up of the financial sector, especially the insurance sector, has been
firmly opposed by the CPI(M) and other Left and patriotic forces.
This has forced the United Front Government to withdraw its
proposed bill on the Insurance Regulatory Authority. Now on
signing this accord, the government, succumbing to imperialist
pressures, has, in effect, agreed to open up the financial sector,
including the insurance sector by March 1999.

Further, the United Front Government is now forced to grant
permission to foreign banks to open 12 branches a year at any
place they choose in the country.

By doing this, the United Front Government has exposed India
to the mercy of international financial markets. It is indeed strange
that the present government should take such important decisions
at a time when the country is going in for a mid-term election.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, December 21, 1997.
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On Dastardly Attack On CPI(M)
Leader in Uttar Pradesh*

Statement Dated December 17, 1997 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
strongly condemns the attack on Comrade Gulab Singh, mt’f'_"b“’r
of the Uttar Pradesh State Secretariat of the CPI(M). Gulab Singh
was shot at in front of the venue of the Uttar Pradesh sti¢
conference of the CPI(M) being held in Saharanpur. He has'bee“
seriously injured and is admitted to the PGI Hospital, Chandigarh.
The attack was made possible due to the laxity of the state
administration in providing security at the conference venue.
The Polit Bureau demands an immediate enquiry into the thﬂe
incident to find out the motive and the conspiracy involved behind
this attack on Comrade Gulab Singh. The Polit Bureau also demands

that immediate action be taken against those responsible for the
attack.

*Published in “PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delni, December 21, 1997
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Communique of The Central
Committee of The CPI(M) Issued
Following Its Meeting Held in
Calcutta On December 21-22, 1997*

[The Central Committee of the CPI(M) met in Calcutta on
December 21-22, 1997. The Central Committee met to take stock
of the political situation after dissolution of the Lok Sabha and
chalk out the tactics of the Party for the coming elections. Following
on its deliberations the CC issued the following statement:]

The country has been forced into a mid-term election due to the
disruptive stance of the Congress in insisting on the baseless
demand of the ouster of the DMK from the Union Government on
the basis of the Jain Commission Report.

The United Front has firmly met this Congress blackmail and
unitedly rebuffed all attempts to divide the Front. The Congress
party which learnt no lesson from its past record will have to pay a
heavy price for this folly.

The Central Committee denounced the shameless efforts of the
BJP to induce defections using money and blandishments of office
to try and form the government at the Centre. The BJP which
became infamous for its forming the defector-criminal jumbo
ministry in Lucknow, has now openly come out in support of corrupt
practices. The BJP has become synonymous with unethical
opportunism and unprincipled power-mongering.

The BJP is desperately seeking allies in its pursuit of power at
all costs. The combination of Hindutva and corrupt opportunism is
the most reactionary alternative before the people. It represents
the big business, feudal elements and landlords who wish to see an
authoritarian set-up which keeps the people divided on religious
sectarian lines.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, December 28, 1997.
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The Congress presents a picture of political bankruptcy and
decay. Whether it be compromise with communalism, economic
reforms at the behest of the IMF-World Bank, or its record of
corruption, the people are bound to reject such a party.

Neither the BJP and its allies nor the Congress and its new found
friends can provide stability. Stability requires commitments to
secularism, national unity, federalism and pro-people economic
growth. Only the United Front can provide such a stable
government.

The third alternative was formed to fight the communal forces.
It took concrete shape in the form of the United Front which was
in power for 18 months. It has established the relevance and need
for a government committed to secularism, federalism and
democratic values and economic policies which benefit the people.

The Central Committee decided to work for the strengthening
of the United Front. The UF should formulate a policy declaration
which will provide the people with a choice which contains the
policies which will advance secularism, democracy, federalismand
pro-people economic growth. The Central Committee decided also
to issue a joint manifesto with the Left parties to project the Left
and democratic programme.

The Central Committee called upon the people:

* To elect the United Front with a majority to form the Central
Government,

** To defeat the BJP and the Congress whose policies and
programme offer no future for the people and country.

*** To strengthen the representation of the CPI(M) and Lef
partles,so‘ that the firmest defenders of secularism, democracy "
people’s interest are adequately represented in Parliament.

Party Congress

The Central Committee approved the postponement of t}}e
16th Party Congress in view of the Lok Sabha elections I
February 1998. The Congress will now be held at Calcutta it

the month of September 1998. The exact dates will be declared
after the General Elections.
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Note On Present Political Developments
and Election Tactics*

Adopted by The Central Committee of The CPI(M) in
Its Meeting Held in Calcutta on Decembgr 21-22, 1997

In the last CC meeting held between November 9 and 11, 1997,
the main agenda was the adoption of the Draft Political Resolution
to be circulated for inner-Party discussion to fulfil the constitutional
obligation and to draw the rank and file at all levels in formulating
Party policy. After a thorough discussion of the Draft, it was
unanimously adopted by the Central Committee.

Congress & Jain Commission Report

Apart from the draft political resolution, a report was made on
the political developments taking place in the country. The report
highlighted various aspects of the crisis developing between the
United Front and the supporting party, the Congress, on the issue
of the Jain Commission’s interim report. The Jain Commission
submitted its interim report to the government about two months
back. It was natural that a demand arose for a discussion on the
report. But a section of Congress was feeling that this report can
help them to rehabilitate the party among the people and they would
be able to derive mileage in elections. A portion of the report was
leaked to the India Today. This raised a discussion in the Press and
among the political parties.

The Congress party demanded that the report be tabled in
Parliament on the first day of the winter session. Our Party also
raised the same demand. The Congress Working Committee which
met on 9th of November, welcomed the decision of the government
to table the report. But certain Congressmen began raising the
question of removal of DMK ministers from the Union Cabinet.

*Published in the compilation of Central Committee documents released in
October 1998.
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According to them the Jain Commission had indicted the DMK in
the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi. They were demanding action
against the DMK without waiting for the tabling of thé report and
a discussion on it. They forced the Congress president to convene
the meeting of the parliamentary party which adopted a similar
resolution demanding the removal of the DMK ministers. It further
indicated that this*demand will be followed by the demand for
action against other personalities mentioned in the report.

Our opinion was that priority be given to a discussion on ti
misdeeds of the BJP in Uttar Pradesh where the BJP clung to powdt
by indulging in large-scale horse-trading by luring defectors with
ministerial berths and money. In the 93-member jumbo sized
cabinet, the BJP has inducted all the defectors, many of them who
have criminal backgrounds. This action of the BJP was condemned
by the national Press and had put the BJP on the defensive. A
discussion on this would have exposed the BJP. It was suggest_ed
that after a discussion on UP developments, the Jain Commission
report could be taken up. But the Congress leaders persisted I
their demand for the removal of the DMK ministers and beg?
stalling both houses of Parliament, finally leading t© the
adjournment of the Lok Sabha sine die. .

* To break the deadlock the Congress president and the P
Minister wrote to each other. The Prime Minister did his best
accommodate the Congress party without yielding to the central
issue of the removal of the DMK ministers which on the basis &
the”report could not be held responsible for the assassination' Qf
Rajiv Gandhi. But the Congress was bent upon creating a €5
and was not amenable to any reasonable solution. Inside the
Congress also many pulls and pushes were going on. It adopted an
adamant attitude which was most unreasonable. Accepting this
demand could have led to only disruption of the United Front. Th¢
Congress did not relish the coming into existence of the Unit
Front. They thought that it will be able to rally the masses behitd
the Congress more and more. That is why they have been stating
that coalition politics cannot work in the country, completely
forgetting the situation which has been emerging since 1989. The
Congress also thought that they would be able to pressurize the
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United Front to concede their demand by which they would be
able to boost their position. Moreover, a section, as already
mentioned, thought that if they go to the polls on this issue they
will be able to utilize the Jain Commission report to revive the
Congress party, expecting a big upsurge in their favour.

The total result of their manoeuvres was that the BJP to ward
off whose danger we had formed the United Front, was left
untouched. It enjoyed the fight between the Congress and the United
Front and was waiting to make use of the situation to capture power
or to disrupt the Congress party.

Party’s Stand

Our Party had taken a principled stand in this crisis. We rightly
did not come out till the report of the Commission was tabled.
After studying the report, we found the complete fallacy in the
arguments of the Congress and took a firm position to defend the
unity of the United Front. Though there were certain pressures on
the United Front to seek a compromise with the Congress, the Left
took a firm position which did not allow submitting to the dictates
of the Congress or its blackmail. We also told the United Front
constituents that since the Congress had raised the issue to a high
pitch and did not allow the functioning of Parliament, they would
not be able to go back on this issue and hence, the UF have to be
prepared for the challenge. Our Party, therefore, suggested that the
Prime Minister should submit his resignation and seek the
dissolution of the Lok Sabha because the people’s verdict is the
only solution.

Our Party and the other Left parties had made the same
suggestion when the Deve Gowda Government was defeated after
the Congress party withdrew support. But at that time the other
constituents of the United Front did not agree as they did not want
to go in for elections within such a short time. This time also some
constituents of the UF were hoping that like last time a compromise
could be arrived at. Therefore, it took some time. The Congress
party, however, wrote to the President withdrawing support and
laying claim to form government. The Congress party took the
plea that since they had supported the UF Government from outside,
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he UF should also do the same now. They, however, forgot their
»wn resolution which decided to support the United Front so as to
wvert the communal forces from coming to power and bowing to
he verdict of the people.

After the withdrawal of support, the United Front Core
Committee met and considered submitting resignation of the
ministry. This was immediately followed by a letter from all
constituent parties to the President stating that they will not support
any government headed or supported by the BJP or any Congress
led government. After the Prime Minister submitted his resignation
a delegation consisting of all parties of the UF met the President
and these letters were hundred over to him barring the way for the
formation of a Congress or BJP led government. The BJP began
luring individual MPs from some constituents of the UF apart from
a huge chunk from the Congress party. Certain monopoly houses
entered the fray. The machinery which was used to carry 0“‘_““"
operation in Lucknow was brought into action here also. Thmgi
went to such a pass that a party which talked of high “principles
was openly indulging in horse-trading. Vajpayee came out OPenly
inviting MPs from other parties to cross over and enjoy the benefits.
He even stated that what will happen in New Delhi will not b
Lucknow type but New Delhi style. .

The Congress also met some constituent parties of the United
Front to woo them. They were trying to use the slogan of the dangef
of the BJP coming to power and started projecting that it is only
the Congress which can fight against the BJP taking the country as
a \fvhole. They wanted us to forget that it is the compromising
attitude of the Congress with the communal forces that led t©0 thf
present state of affairs. Some Congressmen also felt that if
Sonia Gandhi were to lead the Congress campaign the Congress
would be able to make a comeback. Things came to such a pa%

that the Congress president himself made an appeal to Sonia Gandhi
to take over.

UF Unity Maintained

Th-e Unitt.ad Front, however, was able to foil the game and
remained united. The Con gress party also while laying claim made
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use of the situation perhaps to get over vacillations inside the
Congress in the hope that perhaps they might get a chance. The UF
defeated the game of both the Congress and the BIP. It was only
Laloo Prasad Yadav's Rashtriya Janata Dal which already had come
to an understanding with the Congress party, which supported the
Congress party since after their removal from the United Front its
government in Bihar was dependent on Congress support. As far
as the BJP is concerned its plans also failed and Advani himself
had to admit that they were able to organize defections from the
Congress but they were seven short of the required 47 to make it
one-third of the strength of the Congress to formalize a split.
Therefore, they also asked the President to dissolve the house. The
Congress president also had to make the same demand. It was after
all this exercise that the President after thorough discussions with
various political parties, legal experts etc. took a decision to dissolve
the Lok Sabha and asked the Gujral Government to continue till a
new government is sworn in.

At the time of the last CC meeting, we knew about the crisis
that was developing and we also knew that this government would
not be able to last long. But we expected that it might carry on till
the next budget. It was thought that after what happened in
Uttar Pradesh the BJP would not be able to again gamble for a new
manoeuvre at the Centre and we had also thought the Congress
would not be able to overcome the shocks of Uttar Pradesh quickly
and would take some time to reach a crisis point. But things went
out of the hands of the Congress president and the crigis got
precipitated. But it was not possible for us to fully appreciate the
situation. Had it been so in the CC meeting itself we could have
taken a position about postponement of the Party Congress and
concentrated on the election strategy and the campaign.

The reality of the situation is that the Congress party which
remained in power for more than four and a half decades at the
Centre is now reduced to a situation where it has become the third
force, thanks to our initiative in forming the United Front. They
are now ruling only in five of the 25 states. It is very anxious to
come to power. Most of the Congressmen who had joined the party
during the last two decades lack any ideological commitment apart
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from the dilution in secular values in general. This was shown in
the defection of 22 out of 39 Congress MLAs in Uttar Pradesh to
the BJP. At the Centre too a chunk of Congress MPs were
bargaining with the BJP. The Congress has no leader who has appeal
among the masses. That is why they are trying to mobilize
Sonia Gandhi. This is the plight of the Congress party which is
ridden with dissensions at the state level with many groups
operating.

BJP Threat Growing

The BJP has a well-oiled apparatus with the RSS at its core. I
has many fronts which compliment and supplement each other like
the VHP, Bajrang Dal etc. and its allies like the Shiv Sena which
has the same ideological approach. Its standard slogan remains
that of temples with the slogan of Hindutva which at times it IS
to cover up with various other slogans including that of Swadesht,
self-reliance etc. Simultaneously, they are supporting the IMF-
World Bank dictated policies. With the disintegration of the
Congress, sections of the big business which do not want the Lef
to play a significant role have started supporting the BJP. They d‘o
not have any dearth of money and they have the support from certail
imperialist countries particularly America. It is not accidental thal
when Vajpayee was invited to form the government Clint"
congratulated him. The Americans have an eye on India not only
in the economic sphere but no influence politically also. Howev®
the image of the BIP has eroded very much because of 18
unprincipled positions especially among sections of the
intelligentsia. '

The BJP is also having problems. What happened in Gujarat 8
known to all, infighting is there also in Delhi. In Madhya Prades
and all other states also it is faction-ridden. As stated above, @e
RSS control keeps them together. Their appeal to the minonti®
cannot make any breakthrough. In fact their activities are helpiné
the growth of Muslim fundamentalism. Even now Vajpayee &
stated that as far as the Ayodhya temple is concerned it is alre':aqy
there. Only a beautiful structure has to be constructed. This I8
spite of the fact that cases are pending before the courts- Advant
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openly claims that it cannot be out of the BJP’s agenda. Only they
are offering the minorities a compromise that too a mischievous
one, that if they agree to the Ayodhya temple they will not go
ahead with their demand with regard to Kashi and Mathura. It is
the same position which they had taken in relation to Ayodhya
earlier. But when the issue became hot they jumped into it. Their
attitude towards the minorities in reality is that of hatred whatever
slogans they may give. They pose a serious threat to national unity
which can have very serious repercussions for the democratic fabric
of the country. Some of the retired military generals and top
bureaucrats have started joining the BJP.

The disarray in the Congress after its gamble failed and the
Lok Sabha was dissolved is sought to be cashed in by the BJP. It
has outsmarted the Congress in Tamil Nadu by aligning with
Jayalalitha. Mamata Banerjee in West Bengal is also indicating
her preparedness to join hands with the BJP. The danger of sections
of the Congress crossing over to the BJP is a real one. A big section
of the big bourgeoisie is seeing the BJP as a viable option.

Position of UF

As far as the United Front is concemned it must be clear to all
that since the last two Party Congresses we have been raising the
slogan of unity of the Left, democratic and secular forces as an
electoral alternative to meet the immediate challenge. In fact the
CC has repeatedly made it clear that our ultimate objective is the
formation of the people’s democratic front which alone can enable
the people’s democratic revolution to pass on to the socialist
revolution. But the achievement of the objective is far away. In the
meantime, we have to develop the Left and democratic front which
alone can provide a real alternative to the bourgeois-landlord
policies.

In the last two Party Congresses we have presented the
programme of this Left and democratic front for which we have to
constantly work. Otherwise, we will lose direction. However, the
situation is developing fast. And the Party is not a small group
today. Its political influence is wider than its organizational strength.
It has to intervene in the immediate situation even for the purpose
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of building Left and democratic front. With that purpose we have
coined the slogan of unity of Left, democratic and secular forces
as an electoral alternative.

The present United Front is the first effort which we undertook
to meet the concrete situation. It comprises not only those parties
which had gone to the elections together along with the Left but
also certain other regional parties which had fought on their own
programme or with different allies. They were brought together to
ward off the danger of the BJP coming to power. Our Party played
an important role in bringing these forces together in order to place
a third alternative before the people. We knew the limitations of
this front and we were aware of the fact that in the working of this
front, unity and struggle will have to be carried all through without
compromising the class interests of those sections that we represent
as far as economic policies are concerned.

We compromised in respect to certain policies in the Common
Minimum Programme but we were able to include some 35??“5
which strengthened the position in the realm of foreign policy:
Centre-state relations, electoral reforms, fight against corruption
and providing relief to the people like the strengthening of the PDS
by providing foodgrains at half the prices to the people living below

the poverty line, reservation for women, agricultural workers
legislation, trade unjon legislation etc. On economic policies We
kept our right to oppose them through public statements and b
mobilizing the people so that our demarcation remains very cle

In. this connection it must be stated that we had kept 8%
relatlc?ns with various constituents of the front and we also pald
attention to strengthening Left unity so that Left takes a common
stand. The disturbing feature in the situation is that after the chané®
in the leadership from Deve Gowda to Gujral, attitude of yielding
to pressure of the Congress increased. This created some fissure®
ms'lc?e the United Front too. In the developments in Bihar, the Prme
Minister had a different view as compared to the other constituents
of the Front. The Left parties took a principled stand and came out
for the removal of Laloo Prasad Yaday while the Prime Ministef
till the end supported him. He continues this support even now.
Similarly, in Punjab where the Akalis had joined with the BIP and
voted against the United Front Government on all occasions %
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did their best to bring a BJP-led Government during the last crisis,
the Prime Minister’s attitude is soft towards them and he is prepared
to contest the elections with their support. This also weakens the
forces of the United Front in that area.

After the recent crisis, it is very important to keep the United
Front together. Otherwise all the parties will go their own way and
at the national level the people will have to choose between the
Congress and the BJP. It poses a serious danger with the BJP getting
the upper hand in the fight. We played an important role in keeping
the United Front together. Some problems arose particularly in
relation to crisis in the Janata Dal and the crisis between the TMC
and the DMK, important constituents of the Front. Some problem
was there in relation to SP also. Since the urge for unity is there
and every party is looking to various contradictions and the
prospects in the coming elections it was not difficult to solve the
problem in Tamil Nadu and the TMC-DMK alliance have come
out with a statement that they are going together in the coming
elections. The SP has also taken a clear cut position on various
issues.

Janata Dal’s inner problem is there in Karnataka and Orissa. In
Kamataka it is expected that this problem will be overcome. In
Orissa a split has taken place in the Janata Dal with the majority of
MLAs forming a new party called the Biju Janata Dal. They are
going to join hands with the BJP in the coming elections. This is a
big setback to the Janata Dal. A serious problem arose about Laloo
Prasad Yadav's party. A section in the Janata Dal including the
Prime Minister is advocating alliance with them but the Left and
SP which count in Bihar apart from the Janata Dal is of the firm
opinion that they cannot take an unprincipled position after the
exposure of the fodder scam. The last core committee meeting
which was held on 9th December showed urge for unity and belied
the hopes of division in the front and in the 16th December 1997
meeting it was decided that we will have to fight against the RJD
combination in Bihar and demanded the removal of RJD ministers
from the government.

Tactics in the Forthcoming Elections
The tactical line to be adopted in the elections depends on the
concrete situation prevailing today. The Congress party which had
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the monopoly of power for long is weakened very much. Whether
they will be able to maintain the present position is doubtful. But
one should not underestimate its strength because of the old mass
base which exists in the country. Even during the last elections the
Congress polled 28.8% and the impact in the minds of the masses
about the traditional organization is still there. It also depends on
the new alliances which they will be able to build. It seems thatin
some of the states where the Congress can benefit BSP will go
along with them such as in Bihar, MP and Punjab. In Bihar may be
the BSP does not count which except in the areas adjoining
Uttar Pradesh is not a force. In Madhya Pradesh it can become @

determining factor in favour of the Congress. Similarly, it can help

the Congress in Punjab too to an extent. In the North-East and the

South, BSP does not count. ]

The BJP is trying to do everything to emerge as a major force if
not getting majority and is developing alliances with reglof\?‘
parties. It has come to an understanding with Laxmi Parvati I
Andhra Pradesh and the AIADMK in Tamil Nadu. But 1
Uttar Pradesh as it seems the BSP will not go with the BJP. We %
not a force there. Nor are the other Left parties. We have to watch
how the SP will be able to supplement its strength to fight the BJP
w:licch is the main contender in UP elections where 85 seats ar¢ a
stake.

Bihar position is not certain because of the attitude of the Centra
Govemnment towards Laloo Prasad Yadav. But the mass respons
to our combination has been there, Laloo Prasad Yadav banks upo?
the support of the Yadavs, SCs and minorities. While the bulk'of
the Yadavs are with Laloo Prasad, it is not the same position with
the scheduled castes and minorities who can shift to the
combination. If the United Front constituents like the Janat2 Dal,
SI.) anq L eft parties go together, then it has to be seen whether the
minorities shift and come this side and this becomes quite a St
force'. The.re is a split in the Congress party withJ agannath Mishr
formmg.ms Own party. Its impact has to be seen.

The situation in other states is complex as in Maharashtra. The
earlier alliance which had got 20 per cent of votes, has broken with
the RPI coming to an understanding with the Congress and they
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want to rope in the SP also. The PWP is also inclined towards that.
Because of the aggressive attitude of the Shiv Sena and the BJP,
the minorities are very much frightened there. In view of that it is
likely that SP also comes to understanding with the Congress on
seat adjustments. Janata Dal and the Left are very weak forces
and the combined strength of Janata Dal, Communist parties and
the PWP and RPI is quite significant, which was seen during the
last elections. But is the division of votes led the Shiv Sena to
come to power? There has been a shift in the Congress base towards
BJP-Shiv Sena. It has to be assessed.

The present situation is complicated and we have to work out
the tactical line to meet the present challenges. There is no
difference of opinion in the Party now on the formation of the
United Front. The Central Committee has also endorsed in the draft
political resolution for the 16th Congress, the line followed in this
respect. In consonance with our position we have taken a consistent
stand that the Party will have to fight against both the BJP and the
Congress but in consonance with our line we have to see that where
the Left is not a force and the United Front is not effective viz
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Himachal and
Delhi fire should be concentrated against the BJP. Such cases can
be concretely discussed in the state committees. The Left and the
UF constituents should contest in those seats where they can put
up an effective fight. But the line must be worked out from the
Centre and the state units should not be allowed to go their own
way without the approval of the Centre. We have earlier also taken
such a position in the elections even when the Congress was more
powerful. Now the Congress is a declining force while its place is
being taken by the BJP. This poses a big danger to the democratic
movement.

Other important question which is being posed is about the
alternative government. One fact which forced us last time to say
that we will consider the question about the participation after the
elections arose because of the concrete situation to enthuse the
people in the elections. After the United Front had come to power
some hopes are raised in the minds of the people for this alternative
as against that of the BJP and the Congress. This is of great
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significance. It is not a mean achievement that it has stood together.
We have to present the question in a way where we do not declar
non-participation in government and the concrete decision will be
taken after the elections.

Regarding the manifesto, we should go in for a joint manifest
of the Left parties in which we can put forward the main point
based on the Left and democratic programme so that the Left’s
independent position on all issues goes before the people. At the
same time we should come out with a common declaration on policy
issues on behalf of the United Front in which apart from the politica
issues like defence of secularism, strengthening of federalisrr}
national unity and democratic steps like electoral reforms and anti-
corruption measures, we should also highlight some pTO‘Pf’OP]e
economic measures that can be taken. _

For the election campaign, we should go with the following
slogans: Elect the United Front with a majority to form the Central
Government; defeat the BJP and the Congress, strengthen the
representation of the CPI(M) and the Left parties.



86

Condolence On
Comrade Tridib Chowdhury*

[On December 21, the Central Committee of the CPI(M), then in
session at Calcutta, sent the following message to the RSP on the
death of Comrade Tridib Chowdhury.]

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) deeply mourns the passing away of Comrade Tridib
Chowdhury, General Secretary of the Revolutionary Socialist Party
and veteran Left leader. Comrade Chowdhury was an active
freedom fighter who joined the Congress movement and later the
Anushilan revolutionary group. He was one of the founders of the
RSP. He was imprisoned in the British jail for 14 years during the
freedom struggle, and in the struggle for the liberation of Goa by
the Portuguese authorities in 1955-58, for 19 months.

Comrade Tridib Chowdhury made an important contribution in
forging Left unity and projecting the Left standpoint in Parliament
where he served for six terms in the Lok Sabha. Comrade Tridib
Chowdhury was noted for his principled and simple life. He was
respected in all circles for his adherence to high moral values.
Comrade Chowdhury was known to close people as Dhakubabu,
and was a member of the Rajya Sabha till death.

The Central Committee extends its heartfelt condolences to his
party colleagues and close friends.

Jyoti Basu Condoles Death

On the same day, CPI(M) Polit Bureau member and West Bengal
Chief Minister, Jyoti Basu, sent the following condolence message.

*Published 1n “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, December 28, 1997.
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I am deeply grieved at the death of Comrade Tridib Chowdhury,
a patriot and front-ranking leader of the Left movement. He ha
been an influential figure in Indian politics for several decades
He fought bravely against British imperialism and played a very
courageous role in the liberation movement of Goa. One of the
founder-members of the RSP and its long-time General Secretary,
Tridib Babu distinguished himself as a parliamentarian. He stood
for democratic rights and social justice. In his death, the Left and
democratic movement in the country has suffered.

My condolences to his relatives and followers.
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CPI(M)’s Greetings to Party
Congress of Communist
Party of Nepal (United
Marxist-Leninist)*

On behalf of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
India (Marxist), we have great pleasure in sending warm greetings
to you on the occasion of the Congress of the Communist Party of
Nepal (UML).

Our two parties have, in the face of the adverse international
situation prevailing in the recent period, reaffirmed our
commitment to Marxism and the struggle for socialism. This marks
an important bond in the ongoing struggle to defend socialism and
its creative application in the concrete conditions of our societies.
Both our parties and other revolutionary contingents have to stand
together to face the international offensive of imperialism which
is seeking to subjugate and impose its global hegemony in the
situation consequent to the dismantling of the Soviet Union. India
is bearing the brunt of this offensive of the IMF/World Bank
structural adjustment policies. The resistance to these policies in
India is registering progress. The Left forces are unitedly mobilizing
the working people against the dismantling of the public sector
and privatization.

As you are aware, we are in the midst of a very important
electoral battle in India. The United Front Government was brought
down by an irresponsible decision of the Congress which was
supporting this government from the outside. The communal forces
which pose a serious threat to the very unity and integrity of India
are making an offensive bid to capture power. The CPI(M) along
with the Left, democratic and secular forces is redoubling its efforts

*This greeting was sent on January 24, 1998 and published in “PEOPLE’S
DEMOCRACY?”, New Delhi, February 1, 1998.
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to ensure the defeat of these forces which can only foment greater
social strife and hence instability.

The CPN(UML) is playing a significant role in the process of
strengthening democracy in Nepal and improving the people’s
welfare. In the complex situation in Nepal, the CPI(M) wishes the
CPN(UML) all success in its efforts to lead the Nepalese people.

We are confident that the deliberations of this Congress will
further strengthen the links between the CPN(UML) and the people
of Nepal.

The CPI(M) conveys its revolutionary greetings to the Nepali
Communists on this occasion.
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CPI(M) Condemns Horrific
Massacre of 23 People,

Including Women and
Children in Kashmir*

Statement Dated January 27, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its shock and strong
condemnation of the horrific massacre of 23 people, including
women and children, at Wandhama village near Srinagar. These
cold-blooded killings of members of the minority community in
the valley has been perpetrated by the extremists who are controlled
and directed by foreign agencies.

The obvious and diabolical game is to try and destabilize the
situation in Jammu and Kashmir on the eve of the elections and to
rouse communal feelings. The entire country will firmly rally to
foil these designs. The state government should take all necessary
measures to track down the culprits and deal with a firm hand
with those who do not hesitate to perpetrate such atrocities. The
Central Government should immediately coordinate efforts with
the state administration to ensure proper security and to foil such
conspiracies in the coming days.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, February 1, 1998.
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CPI(M) Protests Stipulations of
Election Commission of India*

Statement Dated February 1, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Communist Party of India (Marxist) has taken up with the
Election Commission two problems connected with the poll
broadcast/telecasts by national political parties. Firstly, in the earlier
system, all recognized national political parties were given 15
minutes on Doordarshan and 30 minutes on All India Radio for
regional broadcasts in each state. This was apart from the time
given in the national hookup of Doordarshan/All India Radio. On
this basis in the 16 major Doordarshan regional centres every party
got a total of 340 minutes. Now, by the new scheme, the CPIM)
gets 105 minutes and all national political parties are getting much
less than last time.

In the All India Radio, all parties got 750 minutes each at the
state level through the regional All India Radio centres. Now all
the parties are getting one-fifth or one-sixth of this time.

Secondly, the new decision that parties should record their own
programmes privately and not at the Doordarshan and All India
Radio stations is imposing a big financial burden on the parties.
So, instead of poll broadcasts being a form of state funding it
becomes contrary to it. The CPI(M) has requested that the old

system where recording was done on the Doordarshan and AIR
centres be restored.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, February 8, 1998.
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CPI(M) On BJP’s Election Manifesto*

Statement Dated February 5, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The BJP manifesto adheres to the RSS ideology of Hindutva. It
talks of ‘one nation, one culture, one people’ denying the diversity
of India’s cultures and traditions. It is with this communal sectarian
outlook that the manifesto calls for building the Ram Temple at
Ayodhya at the place where the Babri Masjid was demolished;
scrapping of Article 370 and interfering with the rights of the
minorities. All this is a repetition of the 1996 manifesto of the
Party.

The manifesto is an onslaught on the Indian Constitution. By
calling for a review of the Constitution, the BJP wants to change
the parliamentary system and introduce a presidential form of
government.

The BJP’s call for producing nuclear weapons will fuel nuclear
arms race in the subcontinent and play into the hands of US
imperialism. Though the BJP calls for the development of missile
technology it does not want the scrapping of the Indo-US military
cooperation agreement which is inimical to the interests of India’s
security. It is the United States which is opposed to India developing
the Agni missile.

The economic policies of the BJP are basically no different from
what has been put forward in the Congress manifesto. It advocates
more liberalization and privatization, which will lead to dismantling
of the public sector. Unable to reconcile its swadeshi platform with
its advocacy of big business and foreign capital, the BJP has chosen
to indulge in semantic jugglery to camouflage its right-wing
economic policies.

*Published in “PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY?”, New Delhi, February 15, 1998.
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The BJP manifesto combines its communal platform with crass
opportunism. It generously doles out promises to each and every
section of the people. The BJP’s talk of probity is blatantly
hypocritical given its recent record of embracing defectors and
inducting criminals into the government in Lucknow.

The BJP manifesto is a mix of medieval ideology and crass
opportunism. It reflects the party’s desperation to somehow come
to power at the Centre.
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CPI(M) Demands Fresh Poll
in Nagaland*

Statement Dated February 10, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M) '

The election of 43 Congress(I) candidates to the Nagaland assembly
“unopposed” has made the election in the state into a farce. Due to
the threats held out by a section of the underground militants,
opposition parties and groups could not file their nominations. It is
evident that a section of the underground militants has worked in
tandem with the Congress by calling for a poll boycott and enforcing
it. This has happened despite the warning issued by the Central
Government to the NSCN (Issac-Muviah) group not to misuse the
ceasefire which is in force in the state.

In such a situation, the Election Commission should consider
the holding of fresh polls in an atmosphere where all parties and
candidates will be allowed to contest elections and have a fair
chance.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi,.Febmary 15, 1998.
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CPI(M) Condemns
Coimbatore Blasts*

Statement Dated February 14, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the bomb blasts
at a meeting which was to be addressed by BJP leader, L.K. Advani
at Coimbatore, and in other places, today (February 14) in which
15 persons are reported to be killed. This is a calculated attempt by
the extremist forces which have been active in Coimbatore in the
recent period. The CPI(M) conveys its deep condemnation about
reports of violence after the incident. It appeals to the people of
Coimbatore to remain calm and not fall into the trap of provocateurs.

The Polit Bureau requests the state government to take strict
measures to apprehend the culprits and unearth the organizational
network of the fundamentalist forces. The Polit Bureau conveys

its heartfelt sympathies to the families of all those who have lost
their lives.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY?”, New Delhi, February 22, 1998.
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Stop US Aggression On Iraq*

Statement Dated February 19, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

Ignoring strong worldwide public opinion, the United States
administration is going ahead with preparations for a military attack
on Iraq. The United Nations’ Secretary General is visiting Baghdad
on February 20 to make a last effort for a negotiated settlement on
the inspection issue. This is in keeping with the wishes of the
majority of the Security Council members and international
opinion. .

However, the United States has made its intention clear that it
would bypass the United Nations’ Security Council and go ahead
with a massive aerial bombardment. The United States and Britain
are continuing to build up troops and warships in the region.
President Clinton has made a bellicose speech at the Pentagon on
February 18 where he has declared that the USA will resort to
military action.

The entire Indian people are outraged by this brazen and bullying
stance of the United States against Iraq. India will stand with the
Iraqi people against any aggression and attack on their soverei gnty.
The CPI(M) wishes to warn the United States administration that
it will forfeit any goodwill in India if it proceeds with military
aggression. It will lead to an adverse impact on Indo-US relations.
The CPI(M) calls upon the India Government to step up its
diplomatic efforts, both in the United Nations and outside, in
concert with countries like France, Russia and China, to check the
United States’ action.

The Polit Bureau calls upon all sections of the people to

vigorously protest against the United States’ attitude and express
their solidarity with Iraq.

*Published 1n “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, March 1, 1998.
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CPI(M) Demands Publication of
Srikrishna Commission Report*

Statement Dated February 21, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) demands the immediate publication
of the findings of the Srikrishna Commission which investigated
the post-Babri Masjid demolition communal riots and the serial
bomb blasts in Mumbai in 1992-93. The public at large have the
right to know the real culprits who masterminded the worst
communal riots that rocked Mumbai. It is also necessary for
identifying the loopholes in the administration, the role of the
police, and above all for securing justice. The CPI(M) agrees with
Justice B N Srikrishna who has now said that the time has come
for “retribution” and for the guilty to be exposed.

The BJP-Shiv Sena Government in Maharashtra has all along
created obstacles before the Commission in its work. Initially, it
had extended the Commission’s terms of reference to include the
serial bomb blasts in March 1993—a move aimed to dilute and
delay the investigations into the savage communal riots in the wake
of the demolition of the Babri Masjid. The BJP-Shiv Sena State
Government had decided to summarily scrap the Commission in
Januarﬁy 1996. It was only under public pressure that the
Commission was reinstated. And now, the state government is
stongwalling the publication of the long awaited report.

It is clear that the BJP and the Shiv Sena have a lot to conceal
about' their role in the communal riots. The fact that they are
delaying the publication confirms their active involvement in one
of the worst communal riots in recent years.

The 'CPI(M) demands the immediate publication of the report,
and stringent action against all those found guilty.

*Published 1n “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY®”, New Delhi, March 1, 1998.



95

Communique Issued by

The Central Committee of

The CPI(M) Following Its Meeting
Held in New Delhi On March 6-7, 1998*

Addressing a Press conference following the two-day meeting of
the Central Committee on March 6 and 7, 1998 CPI(M) General
Secretary Harkishan Singh Surjeet said no single party or pre-poll
alliance had received a clear mandate to form the government.
But the BJP was “leaving no stone unturned” to secure a majority.
The BJP alliance had already elected Vajpayee as their
parliamentary party leader. In the eventuality of Vajpayee being
sworn in, the CPI(M) would do its best to ensure the defeat of the
BJP Government.

In reply to a spate of questions on whether the Left and secular
Sforces would strive to form a Congress(1)-UF Government, Surjeet
said as of now, the BJP was the only party to elect a leader. Besides,
the BJP was a past master at engineering defections and resorting
to horse-trading—methods which the secular forces could not apply.
The effort, therefore, would be to first defeat the BJP.

Asked if the idea of backing a Congress(I) Government had been
given up, Surjeet said, “But where is this government? There is no
attempt being made to form a government now.” He said after the
CWC decision to explore the possibilities of forming a secular
government, the Congress(I) leaders had not pursued the efforts.

“We have not received any communication from them”, he added.

Several questions were asked about the Telugu Desam leader,
Chandrababu Naidu's stand regarding the BJP. Surjeet said at the
last UF core committee meeting, detailed discussions had taken

*This communique was released in a Press Conference in New Delhi held on

March 8, 1998 and published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi
March 15, 1998, ’
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place on the issue. He said the UF leaders would meet again on
Tuesday, March 10, 1998 when their stand would be finalized. He
refused to comment on Press speculation that Naidu would support
the BJP Government or abstain during the vote of confidence.
Surjeet said he would go only by what Naidu had said during the
UF meeting and what he would say in March 10, 1998 meeting. He
said it was easy to understand Naidu's compulsions since his party
was pitched against the Congress(I) in Andhra Pradesh. Naidu
had earlier said that the Congress(I) was his Enemy No. one in the
state while the BJP was the enemy No. one at the national level.
March 10 discussions would finalize the UF stand, he said while
repeatedly emphasizing that “our effort is to keep the UF together”.
On his earlier statement on television regarding Left support to
a Congress(I)-led government in order to keep out the BJP, Surjeet
said that had been part of a question-answer session on what kind
of a government he would like to see. At that time, all the results
had not yet come in. But at the moment, there was no Congress(l)
Government to support and all efforts were being directed to try
and defeat any eventual BJP Government, and keep the UF united,
and Left and secular forces together. On whether the effort to defeat
the BJP on the floor of the House will succeed, Surjeet said the
CPI(M) and Left would make all efforts. “We do not have enough
strength of our own to defeat the BJP but we will do our best.”
Earlier, Surjeet congratulated the people of Tripura, West Bengal
and Kerala for reaffirming their faith in the CPI(M)-led Left Front.
Though the UF had lost as many as 80 seats, the Left has, by and
{arge, retained its base. Moreover, despite the so-called “anti-
inc umbency factor”, the Left Front had secured as much as a two-
thirds majority in the Tripura assembly. He said if the Left had
done badly in Tripura, the media would have run banner headlines
but the Left Front s victory had been almost entirely ignored. Apart
frorrf the assembly victory, the CPI(M) had won both the
Zarlzamentarty seats in Tripura and had actually increased its tally
y one each in Kerala and West Bengal, which compensated for
the loss of a seat each in Andhra Pradesh and Kerala.
?"he CC communique as well as Surjeet in his Press conference
said the so-called “incumbency factor” was not a political



Communique Issued by The Central ... 209

explanation. In states where the Left was in power, the anti-
incumbency factor did not seem to work. This only proved that it
was the policies that mattered—wherever the government pursued -
pro-people policies, the people once again reposed faith in them.

The BJP, therefore, could not hide behind the “incumbency factor”

to explain its reverses in Rajasthan and Maharashtra. The vote
against them was a vote against their policies.

He also reiterated the Central Committee’s assessment that far
from receiving “mandate to rule” the BJP had not fared well in the
elections. It has increased its individual tally by a mere 17 seats
and this too was thanks to “riding piggyback” on its new found
allies. Even with its allies, the BJP and its partners had received a
vote share of 36 per cent. In other words, two thirds of the Indian
people had rejected the communal combine.

- The CPI(M} General Secretary made it clear that apart from
the efforts to defeat the BJP Government during the vote of
confidence, the battle against the BJP and its communal ideology
would be pursued relentlessly by the Party in the coming days.

The Central Committee communique issued on this occasion
follows:

The mid-term 1998 general elections to the 12th Lok Sabha have
once again thrown up a hung Parliament. The BJP riding piggyback
on its new found allies has managed to increase its individual tally
by amere 17 seats toreach 178. Along with its allies it has secured
251 seats, but short of an absolute majority.

The BJP in these elections had left no stone unturned to capture
a majority. It had struck the most opportunistic of alliances, thrown
to winds all pretensions of political morality by giving tickets to
known history-sheeters and those charge-sheeted by the CBI in
corruption cases, conducted a campaign full of hype through an
often pliable media—and yet according to preliminary statistics,
managed to receive around just one-fourth of the voters support.
Its combination, however, thanks mainly to its allies, is placed
around 36 per cent. In other words, close to two-thirds of the Indian
electorate have voted against the communal combination.

The United Front has suffered a setback in these elections. It
has lost more than 80 seats. The UF will have to seriously review
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its performance. The insufficient attention paid to the needs of the
common man, expression of disunity in some states and the failure
to project an effective alternative are some of the factors that
prevented the UF from translating its goodwill amongst the people
into votes. The Left however, by and large, retained its base.

_In spite of all efforts to revive its base, the Congress performance
remained where it was. It won the same number 140, as it did in
1996. It is clear that the people did not appreciate the Congress
role of withdrawing support to the secular UF Government and
forcing these mid-term general elections.

CPI(M) Victories

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) congratulates the people
of Tripura for once again reposing their faith in the CPI(M)-led
Left Front and giving it a clear two-thirds majority in the assembly
as well as returning both its candidates to the Lok Sabha.

Likewise, the Central Committee congratulates the people of
West Bengal and Kerala for reaffirming their faith in the CPI(M)
-led Left Front. In both these states the CPI(M) has increased its
individual tally by one seat each, winning 24 in West Bengal and
six in Kerala.

This clearly shows that the so-called “incumbency factor” is
not a political explanation. In those states where the ruling parties
bave pursued pro-people policies and safeguarded their rights and
interests the people have once again reposed faith in them.

In contrast to the Left’s performance, stands that of the BJP
alli.ances in Maharashtra and Rajasthan. Pursuing economic
policies of liberalization, that impose greater burdens on the people,
the BJP had to face the wrath of popular discontent. In fact

whichever party adopted such policies faced a negative result in
those respective states.

Post-Election Situation

G}ven these results it is clear that no pre-poll alliance has
received any mandate to form the government. New post-poll

alliances and combinations are being worked out to install a new
government.
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The BJP being a past master at engineering an orchestrated
majority, is leaving no stone unturned. Outright compromises,
monetary allurement and enticement of office are all being resorted to,
to shore-up a majority.

In the eventuality of the BJP being asked to form a government,
the CPI(M) along with other Left and secular forces will oppose
this government during the confidence vote on the floor of the
Lok Sabha.

Under these circumstances, the Central Committee of the CPI(M)
has underlined the need to maintain and strengthen the unity of
the Left, democratic and secular forces as being essential to meet
the challenge posed by the communal forces.

The CPI(M) will make all efforts to keep the United Front united
and rally around secular forces to defeat a BJP Government on the
floor of the Lok Sabha when it seeks a vote of confidence, the
CPI(M) General Secretary Harkishan Singh Surjeet asserted this
in New Delhi on March 8, 1998.
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BJP’s ‘National Agenda’— A Hoax
On The People*

Statement Dated March 18, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The so-called “National Agenda for Governance” put out by the
BJP and its allies is neither an agenda nor a document to guide
governance. It is a string of homilies and platitudes which has been
put together by the BJP and its junior partners who could not agree
on a common programme before the elections. The BJP has
deliberately resorted to this vague statement in the hope that it can
smuggle in its own agenda later if it consolidates its rule.

After bringing out a 55-page printed manifesto, the BJP has now
confined itself to eight pages of generalities without specifying
anything concrete for implementation. But knowing the political
ideology of the BIP, it is evident that first of all, the Vajpayee
Government will seek to assault the Indian Constitution. One of
the few manifesto promises of the BJP included in the agenda is
the setting up of a commission to review the Constitution. The
BJP does not accept secularism as a basic feature of the
Constitution. It advocates a presidential form of government,
scrapping of Article 370 and Article 30, and wants to use the pretext
of a review to subvert the republican secular Constitution. This
ominous step should be totally opposed by all citizens. The BIP
has no mandate whatsoever to tamper with the Constitution. It is 2
party with a minority of votes and on such a fundamental issue
only Parliament can decide.

In economic policy, the document recommends a right-wing
course and the Vajpayee Government will advance privatization

and liberalization. The public sector will be a prime target for
dismantling.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, March 22, 1998.
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As for the rest of the programme, the BJP and its allies have
promised everything under the sun to all sections of the people—
jobs, food, health, housing and education. The foreign policy section
makes no pretence even of adhering to the non-aligned basis of
India’s external policy. The promise to exercise the nuclear option
is a wrong and dangerous step.

The real agenda of the BJP and the opportunist demands of its
allies like Jayalalitha cannot naturally be spelt out in such a
document. The national agenda put out by the BJP-RSS combine
is self-condemnatory. It is an open declaration of the bankruptcy
of the opportunist alliance. It is a hoax on the people.



97

Hamize t9 Comrads EVE.
bl s rad®

Stavameand Fradad Wavodh 19, 1YYE Kaleamnd b3
‘P he Fold Bavems of The CVKM)

The Potit Buresy of the Conanunist Pany of India (Marxist)
aretonsees Witl predensnd grief the passing away of Comvade EMS.
Nasrhitditipad, forsmost leader of the Communist movement M
Inddia i ane of the funding leaders of the Communist Party of
fidia (Idtrist). He died of virsl preumonia in a hospital in
Thiruvanaiithapuiam on March 19, 1998, He was aged 89.

1N $iis hearly seven decndes of public life and revolutionary
detivities, B M 8. Namiboudiripad left an indelible imprint on the
pigisasive ahd working class movement of the country. As a young
tahl, fis fiecainie active in the social reform movement against
edste. He left sullsge in 1931 to join the freedom struggle and was
jutled i the Satyagiaha movement, From then onwards, he played
Al linpettant Fole 10 the Congress moveinent and was one of the
futtiitders of thie Congross Sovialint Party In Kerala. He became, in
1Y, the all Tndia Joint Sevretary of the Congress Socialist Party.
118 1 thia perivd that B M 8., while loading the Congress Party as
Cietivial Sevistary of the Kerala Pradosh Congress Party, became
Artjiiitend With Maiviam, He was one of the five members who
1;\3 ?\éé the futinting group of the Communist Party in Kerala in

.

M & Naimboodiipad representad the coming together of the
WA sheaims of the ant-inperatist and the anti-feudal struggles-
W Rivh laid the Rusntations R the developement of a powerful
Cuubiiet vt B Keiaka He was one of the ey proponents
Wb A4 Keveda Wi Kl 1o e Romation of Keraka as a wnifed
Blaguiug Y

Mydinvhed i FEVNE | DENICUR ACY™, New Diifr, Meanch 290 1095



Homage To Comrade E.M.S. Namboodiripad 215

E.M.S. Namboodiripad was first elected to the Madras Provincial
Legislative Assembly in 1939. As an important leader of the
fledgling Communist Party, he donated the proceeds of his landed
property for the Party. He went underground building the Party in
crucial periods between 1939-42 and 1948-50. He was elected to
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of India in 1941.
He became a member of the Polit Bureau of the CPI in December
1950 and later in the Secretariat of the CP1. He became General
Secretary of the united CPI in 1962.

In 1957, after the state of Kerala was formed in the first elections
in 1957, the Communist Party won a majority and E.M.S.
Namboodiripad became Chief Minister of the first elected
Communist Ministry in India. It was the E.M.S. Ministry which
initiated the path-breaking Iand reform legislation and other
democratic measures, till the ministry was dismissed
undemocratically in 1959. E.M.S. Namboodiripad became Chief
Minister of Kerala again in 1967 heading a United Front Ministry
till 1969.

E.M.S. joined the leading group from the united Party which
formed the CPI(M) and was elected to the Central Committee and
the Polit Bureau of the Party at the Seventh Congress of the Party
in 1964, and he continued to serve in these positions till his death.

E.M.S. Namboodiripad was elected the General Secretary of
Central Committee of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) in
1977 and he led the Party in this capacity till the 14th Congress in
1992 when he stepped down due to ill-heaith. His leadership in
rallying all the Left, democratic and secular forces was invaluable.

E.M.S. was a brilliant Marxist theoretician. He made outstanding
contributions to the application of Marxism-Leninism to Indian
society and in working out the strategy and tactics of the Indian
revolution. His vast body of writings bear the mark of an original
and creative mind which mastered the dialectics of Marxist theory.
His writings on land relations, Kerala, society and politics and his
writings on Marxist philosophy, literature and history—mark him
out to be one of the most influential Communist thinkers of the
country and the world.
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E.M.S. Namboodiripad was a rare example of a Communist
leader who, hailing from a traditional landlord family, graduated
to become the foremost leader of the proletarian revolutionary
movement. He spent three years in jail and six years underground.
His was a life of sacrifice and simplicity. He set an example which
has inspired tens of thousands of Communists all over the country.
In Kerala, he was a legend in his lifetime who was adored and
respected by all sections of the people. Till the last day of his life,
despite failing health, EMS kept to his daily routine of writing
articles and providing guidance to the Party.

The CPI(M), the Left movement and the democratic forces have
suffered a grievous loss. His absence will be deeply felt by all
those who cherish integrity and high standards in public life. The
Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) pays its respectful homage to this great
revolutionary. It pledges to carry on the revolutionary work he had
undertaken all through his life. It conveys its heartfelt condolences
to his wife, sons, daughters and other family members.
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Condolence Messages Received on
The Demise of
Comrade E.M.S. Namboodiripad*

A.B. Bardhan

CPI General Secretary

A colossus of the Communist movement has passed away. Comrade
E.M.S. is no more.

I had rushed to Trivandrum to have a last glimpse, and pay
homage on behalf of the party to this great son of India, as he lay
in state at the Durbar Hall of the Secretariat. It was here that he had
been sworn in as the first Chief Minister of the new Kerala State
heading the first elected Communist Ministry. It was from here
that he was to leave on his last journey. I saw the spectacle of an
entire city — nay, an entire state, which had come to a halt and
was plunged in grief at the loss of this giant among men, and yet a
simple and humane being who had become so close to them through
more than six decades of history. And not just Kerala, the country
mourns his loss. For E.M.S. belonged not just to Kerala, and not
just to the Communist movement.

He had become a living legend, no matter how many agreed
with him or how many differed from him.

The media has related glimpses from the story of his life, which
he lived up to the ripe old age of 89. One does not have to go all
over this again in short tribute to his memory, except to exclaim:
what a life! A life, which despite all physical handicaps and
ailments, was an active and full life till the last breath. It was a
remarkable victory of will over the body — a will, which could
derive and draw sustenance from a total commitment to a powerful,

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, March 29, 1998 and
April 5, 1998.
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scientific and revolutionary ideology, —the ideology of Marxism-
Leninism, and to the noble cause of socialism,—a glorious society
free from all forms of exploitation and oppression.

E.M.S. had started his odyssey, his mission in life through active
participation in the social reform movement against orthodoxy,
exclusiveness, superstition and all manner of evil customs, at a
very young age while still in school, and then gone ahead some
years later to the social revolutionary movement to which he
remained committed all through his life till the last breath.

The national movement drew him and he joined the Civil
Disobedience Movement for which he had to suffer imprisonment.
In jail, study and deep concern for the toiling masses made him a
socialist. Close association with the people had moulded him into
an organizer and a tribune of the people.

Thus it was, that the Congress became a mass movement in
Kerala due to his untiring efforts, and he became the General
Secretary of KPCC.

Thereafter, when he became a socialist it was once again he
who was the State General Secretary of the Congress Socialist Party
and the Joint Secretary of the All India CSP.

In course of time, under the impact of the October Revolution,
and Marxist ideology, E.M.S. along with P, Krishna Pillai led the
entire CSP in Kerala into the Communist Party of India in 1940.
Through all the subsequent four years he was always at the top,
whether in the undivided CPI or thereafter in the CPI(M).

E.M.S. has been a pioneer and builder of the Communist
Movement. As a Marxist theoretician, he wrote prolifically. Books,
pamphlets, articles, newspaper columns flowed from his pen, and
the flow never ceased till the last moment, i.e., the afternoon of
March 19, 1998. Two hours later, he was no more.

EM.S. had deep knowledge of the Vedas, India’s philosophical
and cu_ltural.hentage, its social plurality and its specific character.
For hm? this was not just erudition and scholasticism, but a
found.auo.n for grasping the ideology of Marxism-Leninism, and
applying it to the concrete conditions of our time and our country.
One may not agree with everything that he wrote or spoke (for he
was no less a prolific speaker). Indeed, there were bound to be
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differences. But the gigantic effort and thought that had gone into
his works, has left behind a storehouse from which one can find
direction, guidance and inspiration for the present and the future
in shaping a new life and a new destiny for our people, in furthering
the cause of social emancipation and socialism in our country.

Though he wrote almost daily for the Press, it was not as a
journalist, but as an educator of the masses. In a class-divided
society, and in the clash of political ideologies and tactics, how
could this be free from all controversies! He, at any rate, was never
the one to shy away from controversies. E.MM.S. led a spartan life.
That life style symbolized both, his identity with the people and
his devotion to their cause, and the intense activity required to
march towards that goal.

Lal Salaam Comrade E.M.S.

From CP China ‘

We are shocked to learn of the passing away of Comrade E.M.S.
Namboodiripad. The loss of a sincere friend fills us with deep
Sorrow. ‘ -

Comrade Namboodiripad was a veteran fighter of the Communist
movement in India. He dedicated all his life to the Indian people’s
struggle for the cause of national independence and social progress.
He made significant contributions to the friendship between the
two parties, two countries and two peoples of China and India.

We would like to convey to you and Comrade Namboodiripad’s
family the heartfelt condolences and sincere solicitude from the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China.

International Department
Central Committee, CPC

From CP Vietnam

On hearing that Comrade E.M.S. Namboodiripad, former
General Secretary of the Communist Party of India (Marxist), has
passed away, the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
Vietnam would like to extend to the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) and to the family of Comrade
E.M.S. Namboodiripad our profound condolences.

Central Committee
CPVN
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From CP Cuba
On behalf of Comrade Balaguer and the Central Committee,
please transmit to the CPI(M) our heartfelt condolences on the
demise of Comrade E.M.S. Namboodiripad, and extend them to
his relatives.
Jose Luis Robaina Carcia
Department of Foreign Affairs
CP Cuba

From JCP

I wish to extend my deepest condolences at the sad news of the
death of Comrade E.M.S Namboodiripad.

Comrade E.M.S. Namboodiripad was a leader of India’s
progressive movement, well known here in Japan from early on as
a Chief Minister of the first Left-wing State Government in India
in the late 1950s. I had fruitful talks with him on our struggle for
the cause of social progress both in Japan and India, and we
strengthened our solidarity as the communist parties working in
Asia. The warmest hospitality he gave me during the visit, still
remains vivid in my mind.

Please convey our deepest sorrow on the death of Comrade
E.M.S. Namboodiripad to his family and all comrades of your party.

Tetsuzo Fuwa
Presidium Chairman
JCP

From CP Sri Lanka

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Sri Lanka
h§s learnt of the passing away of Comrade E.M.S. Namboodiripad
with great sorrow. Comrade Namboodiripad was not only a leader
of the Communist Party of India (Marxist). He was a respected
leadgr of the international communist movement. Credited with
leadmg'the Kerala communists to a historic electoral victory in
.l 957, his contribution to the advance of the communist movement
in South Asia will always be remembered. The Central Committee
of the Communist Party of Sri Lanka dips its red banner in salute



Condolence Messages Receivedon ... 221

to the memory of Comrade Namboodiripad. It expresses its
profound grief and conveys its deep condolences to the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) and the
relatives of Comrade Namboodiripad.

Raja Collure
General Secretary

From CPN (UML)

Ifeel very sad to learn the death of Comrade EM.S. Namboodiripad,
one of my colleagues and comrade-in-arms, at the age of 89.
Comrade Namboodiripad’s absence will be felt deeply by the Nepali
Communists and the democratic forces. He was a veteran leader
of the Indian communist movement and had devoted his whole
life to the oppressed people of India. As a freedom fighter in the
Indian independence movement, Comrade Namboodiripad made
historic contributions to the Left, democratic movement in this
region. .

I again express my deep condolences to you, your party and the
bereaved family of Comrade Namboodiripad.

Manmohan Adhikari
Chairman
CPN(UML)

From WP Bangladesh _

We have learnt with grief about the sad demise of Comrade
E.M.S. Namboodiripad, a great leader of the exploited masses of
India. He upheld the cause of socialism and communism till his
last breath. He will be remembered by the people of the sub-
continent for his contribution to advancing the cause of
independence and socialism,

We pay our deep respects to him and are with you in your grief.

Rashid Khan Menon
General Secretary ‘
Workers Party of Bangladesh
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From CP Bangladesh

On behalf of the Communist Party of Bangladesh, we convey to
you our heartfelt condolences on the sad demise of CPI(M) leader
Comrade Namboodiripad.The veteran leader of the communist
movement of the subcontinent will be remembered for his legendary
contributions to building up the communist movement in the
complex situation of India.

Please convey our sympathies to the bereaved family.

Mujahidul Islam Khan
General Secretary

From CPN(ML)

It is with immense grief that I learnt about the sad demise of
Comrade E.M.S. Namboodiripad, former General Secretary of the
Communist Party of India (Marxist). In his death, we have lost a
great internationalist communist fighter, and the Communist Party
of India (Marxist) has lost a great ideologue and a dedicated leader
of the Indian communist movement. Comrade N amboodiripad was
an inspiring force not only for the Indian communist movement
for more than half a century, his contribution to the Marxist
literature has also served to enrich the treasure house of Marxism.
On this sad occasion, I, on behalf of the Central Committee of the
CPN(ML) and its entire membership, would like to express my
deep condolences to you, and through you to the bereaved family
of late Comrade Namboodiripad. Please allow me to assure that

the en?ire party rank and file of the Communist Party of Nepal
(Marxist-Leninist) will share this moment of grief.

Sahana Pradhan
Chairperson
CPN(ML)

I was sbgcked to hear of the sudden demise of Comrade EM.S.
Nar.nboodm.pad, former General Secretary of the Communist Party of
India (Marxist). lr? his death, the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
has lost a great ideologue and a dedicated leader of the Indian
communist movement. Comrade Namboodiripad remained a moving
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force of the Indian communist movement for more than haif a century.
His sad demise has left a deep void in the Communist movement of
India, which may not be filled for many decades to come.

On this sad occasion, I would like to express my deepest
condolences to you, and through you to the bereaved family of late
Comrade Namboodiripad, and pledge solidarity with you to change
this moment of grief into strength.

Bam Dev Gautam
General Secretary
CPN(ML)

From Party of Democratic Socialism, Germany

In the name of the leadership of the Party of Democratic
Socialism, I express my deep condolence at the sad news of passing
away of Comrade E.M.S. Namboodiripad, an outstanding leader
of the Communist Party of India (Marxist).

We know Comrade Namboodiripad was associated with the
Marxist movement for many decades. Early in his life, he started
to contribute to the national movement and participate in the
freedom struggle. With his sharp intellect and his keen observation
of the happenings around him, he became an active and forceful
leader in spreading the ideals of social justice and people’s welfare.
With this vision he was associated with the development of the
Congress Socialist Party and later on of the Communist Party of
India. He was later to become the CPI(M)’s General Secretary in
which capacity he visited GDR several times. The people he met
still remember this judicious and humanitarian, militant and modest
figure.

In the death of Comrade Namboodiripad, the CPI(M) and the
Left-oriented people have lost a prominent comrade, and not only
in India.

Please convey our heartfelt condolences to the members of the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) as well as to the family of
Comrade Namboodiripad.

Lothar Bisky
Chairman
PDS, Germany
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From Communist Party of Portugal
Getting the knowledge of the passing away of Comrade EM.S.

Namboodiripad, one of the foremost founding leaders of your Party,
distinguished fighter of the national and social emancipation
movement of the working class of Kerala and of the whole of India,
we express our heartfelt condolences and the fraternal solidarity
feelings of the Portuguese communists.

Secretariat of

the Central Committee,

Portuguese Communist Party

From AKEL, Cyprus

On behalf of the Progressive Party of Working People (AKEL),
and on my own behalf, I extend to you sincere condolences on the
loss of Comrade Namboodiripad.

The late Comrade Namboodiripad, as one of the founding
members and leading figures of the communist movement in India,
played a significant role in the spread of Marxism. He also
participated in the struggle to free India from colonialism, thus
becoming a bright example for his comrades.

We are confident that his comrades and his Party will continue his
struggle to bring social and economic development to the people of India.
Once again accept, dear comrades, our sincere condolences.

Demetris Christofias

General Secretary

Central Committee, AKEL
(A condolence message in Spanish was received from Comrade
Patricio Echegaray, General Secretary of the Communist Party of

Argentina, and Comrade Athos Fava, Secretary of the International
Department of the Party.)

From WFTU

The World Federation of Trade Unions shares the deep grief of

the people of India on the sudden demise of their leader, EM.S.
Namboodiripad.
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Kindly accept our sincere condolences on behalf of the
Secretariat and staff of the WFTU and convey the same to his family
and comrades.

Alexander Zharikov
General Secretary, WFTU

From Russian Academy of Studies

We are very sorry to hear of the passing away of EM.S.
Namboodiripad, a well-known freedom fighter, prominent political
leader, distinguished theoretician. His books and articles on the
national liberation movement, caste conflicts and social problems
have been thoroughly studied here. We have always appreciated
his interpretations of Indian history and politics.

Please convey our deep condolences to his family.

Prof. A.A. Kutsenkov

Prof. Felix N Yurlov

Centre for Indian Studies,
Russian Academy of Studies, Moscow

From World Malayali Council
The World Malayali Council Inc, America Region, convened an
emergency meeting of the Cabinet to mourn the sudden demise of
the world renowned E.M. Shankaran Namboodiripad, known for
his intellectual calibre, humane nature, leadership, and as the
spokesman for a classless, casteless society in India. He had been
one of the best leaders in Indian political arena. He was a good teacher,
a great philosopher, prolific writer, and became the head of the
world’s first democratically elected communist government in 1957.
It is a great loss to the human race as a whole, to India, and to
Kerala in particular. :
Charly Angadicheril
Secretary -

From Janata Dal

The Central Secretariat of the Janata Dal, meeting this morning
under the Chairmanship of Shri Sharad Yadav, expressed its deep

sense of sorrow and grief at the sudden passing away of Shri EIM.S.
Namboodiripad.
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Starting as a Congress worker at a very young age, rising to
the position of President, Kerala Pradesh Congress Committee
within a very short period, then becoming a founder member
of the Socialist Party along with Shri Jayaprakash Narayan
and other veterans, and ending up as a committed communist,
Shri Namboodiripad has, all his life, been a highly devoted, selfless
political leader active to his last days. His services to the people,
particularly of Kerala, his sacrifices as a fighter for the cause of
the weak and downtrodden, and the communist movement in the
country, shall be recorded in golden letters in the history of the
country and in the minds of the generations to come. The Janata
Dal conveys its heartfelt condolences to his family, kith and kin,
the CPI(M) leaders and its cadres, and the vast number of his
supporters and admirers.

Dr. Bapu Kaldate
Secretary General
Janata Dal

From Samata Party

E.M.S. Namboodiripad was one of the tallest political leaders
produced by India during this century. A freedom fighter and a
patriot, he was an outstanding intellectual of the Marxist movement
in India.

As the head of the first democratically elected Commuﬂi'St
Government, he set Kerala on the course to a social and economic
revolution that went on to transform the face of the state.

I pay my tributes to the memory of this revolutionary leader of
the Indian people.

George Fernandes
President
Samata Party

From SUCI

We are deeply shocked at the sudden passing away of Comrade
E.M.S. Namboodiripad, a veteran freedom fighter of our country
and former General Secretary of the CPI(M).
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I, personally and on behalf of the Central Committee of our
Party, convey heartfelt condolences to the CPI(M) members and
to his bereaved family.

Nihar Mukherjee
General Secretary
Socialist Unity Centre of India

From AIKS

The sudden demise of Comrade E.M.S. Namboodiripad, veteran
Marxist leader and intellectual, a founder member of the All India
Kisan Sabha, Polit Burcau member of the CPI(M), and twice the
Chief Minister of Kerala, has been received by the office-bearers
of the All India Kisan Sabha as a great shock and a matter of
immense grief. At a time when the country is passing through a
period of great turmoil and uncertainty, his departure from the
political scene is a great loss to the progressive and democratic
masses who always found his voice of wisdom a very useful word
that always showed them the way out. A towering personality and
a father figure of the progressive and Left movement in the country,
E.M.S. is irreplaceable.

The office-bearers of the AIKS, expressing deep condolence,
send their heartfelt sympathies to his wife, his two sons, daughter
and other members of his family and, above all, to the aggrieved
people of Kerala. We dip our red banner in his sacred memory as a
mark of our respect for our most beloved departed leader.

From AIAWU

The All India Agricultural Workers Union condoles the death
of CPI(M) Polit Bureau member, Comrade E.M.S. Namboodiripad.

Comrade E.M.S, who headed the world’s first democratically
elected Communist Government in Kerala in 1957, was a relentless
fighter who stood for the betterment of the underprivileged and
downtrodden sections of the people.

Namboodiripad, who belonged to an upper caste Brahmin family,
fought against social injustice and untouchability, to improve the
status of the backward classes in the society.

A founder-member of the communist movement in the country,
Comrade E.M.S. was the main architect behind the Kerala Land
Tribunal Act which secured the land ownership to the tiller.
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The AIAWU dips its banner in sorrow and pays its homage to
the departed Marxist ideologue. The Union also sends its heartfelt
condolences to the bereaved family.

From SF1

The Central Executive Committee of the Students’ Federation
of India expresses profound grief over the passing away of Comrade
E.M.S. Namboodiripad, a veteran communist leader.

Comrade E.M.S. was a rare specimen of the Indian Left
movement. He was a prolific writer and his writings are a permanent
contribution to the political progress of India.

In his demise, the Indian students movement, particularly the
Left students movement, has lost a good political guide.

The SFI pays its respectful homage to this great revolutionary-.

From AISGEF
The All India State Government Employees Federation is deeply
shocked at the demise of Comrade E.M.S. Namboodiripad, one of
the tallest figures of the communist, Left and progressive
movements of the country. He was a leader of the international
stature, one of the most eminent progressive thinkers, well-versed
in philosophy, history, art and literature, and one of the tallest
figures in the freedom movement of the country. He came to the
communist movement through the course of the freedom struggle.
He was a great friend of the trade unions, the working class and

the downtrodden people of the country. We pay our heartfelt tribll§e
to his hallowed memory and convey deep condolences to his
bereaved family.

Sukomal Sen

General Secretary

AISGEF
(Apart from various state, district and local level committees of
the CPI(M), a large number of fraternal parties abroad as well 85
political parties in the country, organizations of various sections
of the people and sevéral individuals have also condoled the death
of Comrade E.M.S. Namboodiripad, and expressed determination
to carry forward the struggle which the late communist leader
waged till the last moment of his life. The West Bengal Legislattve
Assembly, the Bihar Legislative Council and several other bodies
also passed resolutions condoling the CPI(M) leader’s death.
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CPI(M) On Tripura Minister
Killed by Extremists*

Statement Dated March 31, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its deep shock at the
killing of Comrade Bimal Sinha, Health Minister of Tripura and
member of the State Committee of the CPI(M). Bimal Sinha and
his younger brother were killed by an extremist ambush in
Kamalpur sub-division. Bimal Sinha was a prominent leader of
the CPI(M) and the Centre of Indian Trade Unions. He courageously
fought against the extremist violence which had been affecting the
state for the past few years. He also bravely withstood the terror
unleashed by the Congress-TUJS Government between 1988 and
1993. Hailing from a small community of Bishnupriya Manipuris,
Bimal Sinha was a valiant fighter for the unity of all sections of
the people. He ceaselessly worked to advance the cause of the
working people.

The Left-movement and the CPI(M) in Tripura have suffered a
big loss. The Polit Bureau conveys its heartfelt condolences to the
wife and children of Bimal Sinha.

It is essential that the Central Government immediately take
steps to send more Central Paramilitary Forces to the state. Despite
repeated requests, some of the forces, withdrawn for election work
in the rest of the country, have not yet been sent back to the state.
Tripura, with 800 kilometres long international boundary, requires
concerted help from the Centre to curb the extremist menace which
utilizes the long and difficult terrain in the border areas.

*Published in “PEOPLE’'S DEMOCRACY?”, New Delhi, April 5, 1998.
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CPI(M) On Tornado Disaster In
West Bengal and Orissa*

Statement Dated March 26, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M) |

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses deep distress over the
death and devastation caused by the tornado that lashed parts of
West Bengal and Orissa on March 24, 1998. It extends heartfelt
sympathies to the families of those killed and those who have had
to suffer losses.

The tornado has left behind a trail of death and destruction. More
than 200 people are feared killed and hundreds wounded, while
hundreds of others are yet to be traced. The Midnapore district of
West Bengal had to bear the major brunt of the fury of the tornado.

,The state governments of West Bengal and Orissa aré
undertaking relief and rescue operations in the affected areas.
However, given the limited resources at the disposal of the state
governments, these are inadequate to meet the requirements of ﬂfe
situation. The assistance announced by the Prime Minister 18
insufficient. All possible relief and assistance have to be provided
to both these states on an urgent basis.

It is indeed strange that the BJP-led Government has chosen to
politicize this human tragedy by deputing a partisan team of MPs
to assess the damage to human life and property in the affected
areas. The CPI(M) calls upon the Central Government t0
immediately make amends and refrain from playing petty politics
at the expense of human tragedy.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, April 5, 1998.
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CPI(M) On Home Ministry’s New
Identity Card Scheme*

Statement Dated April 4, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Union Home Minister, L. K. Advani, has announced a new
scheme to issue photo identity cards to all citizens of the country.
One fails to understand why such a decision has been taken when,
after thorough discussions, the Election Commission has already
undertaken a scheme of issuing identity cards to all voters. After
discussions with all political parties, it was understood that these
cards would serve as multi-purpose identity cards for citizens. The
work of issuing such identity cards has gone on all over the country
and hundreds of crores of rupees have been spent on the scheme. It
makes no sense whatsoever to abandon this process mid-way when
so much resources and time have been spent on the scheme.

The statement made by the Home Minister at Gandhinagar
indicates that the main purpose of the new scheme of the Home
Ministry is to identify illegal immigrants and to meet what
Mr. Advani terms as increasing threats to national security. The
method of identifying citizens of the country has already raised a
lot of controversy in Assam where certain agreements and legal
decisions are now being sought to be implemented. It will be
harmful for the country to rake up questions of identity of citizens
in this manner, which will create apprehensions among sections of
the people. If the Central Government is serious about the issuance
of identity cards, it should ensure that the Election Commission’s

initiative to issue such multi-purpose cards is followed up and
implemented.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, April 12, 1998.
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CPI(M) On Irresponsible Stand of
Congress On The Interim Report
of The Jain Commission*

Statement Dated April 4, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The reports appearing in a section of the Press regarding the Jain
Commission’s final report enquiring into the circumstances leading
to the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi, clearly indicate that there is
no conclusive evidence to establish the DMK’s involvement in the
conspiracy behind the assassination.

The Interim Report of the Jain Commission and its remarks
against the DMK were utilized by the Congress as the pretext for
withdrawing support from the United Front Government and
imposing the mid-term polls. The Congress Party, on that occasion,
refused to accept the voice of reason urging it to wait till the final
report is submitted. It is now clear that the irresponsible and -
indiscreet stand of the Congress is what led to the mid-term
elections facilitating the installation of the BJP-led Government
at the Centre.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, April 12, 1998.
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CPI(M) On The New Exim Policy*

Statement Dated April 14, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Exim policy for 1997-2002 announced by the Commerce
Minister Ramakrishna Hegde on behalf of the BJP-led Government
confirms the fact that the BJP’s “swadeshi” slogan is meant only
to dupe the people. Its real concem is with appeasing the WTO,
the IMF and the US Government, even if this involves serious
damage to the Indian economy, which the next Exim policy does.

This policy comes against a backdrop of sharply increasing trade
deficit and an industrial stagnation induced by liberal imports. The
growth rate of exports in dollar terms has been (for April-February)
5.61 per cent in 1996-97 and only 2.63 per cent in 1997-98. By
contrast non-oil imports have increased by 13.65 per cent this year.
Notwithstanding a lower oil import bill owing to reduced world
prices, the trade balance has deteriorated from 4.3 billion dollars
during (April-February) 1995-96 to 5.3 billion dollars in 1996-97,
to 6.4 billion dollars during 1997-98, and is expected to be 7.7
billion dollars for the full year.

The export stagnation has occurred despite depreciation in the
rupee-dollar rate (over four per cent this year). The import splurge
has occurred in a period of industrial stagnation, not caused by
growth but contributing on the contrary to this stagnation, as in a
whole range of goods including steel, heavy chemicals, plant and
machinery and intermediate petroleum products, foreign products
have been dumped to outcompete domestic producers.

The export outlook continues to be bleak with Asian currency
depreciations having an adverse effect. Even the IMF, in its just
released “World Economic Outlook”, expects sluggish export

*Published 1n “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, April 19, 1998.
‘EXIM POLICY’ means Export and Import policy of the Government of India.
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growth for India in the coming year. With the rupee under speculative
pressure owing to the domino effect from South-East Asia, it is
imperative to keep the trade deficit in check.

But the government has chosen this very moment to go in for
large-scale import liberalization by shifting as many as 340 items
to the OGL. These items which range from video cameras and
camcorders to safety razor blades, toilet soaps, shrimp, crabs,
oysters, clams, complete wigs, and kitchen waste disposers are
neither essential commodities for the people of the country nor
necessary inputs for export promotion. It also includes agricultural
commodities like green pepper, onions, vegetables preserved in
brime, mushrooms, éassava, apricots, cherries, peaches,
strawberries, grapes, apples, guava, other fruits and juices like apple
juice and mango juice, and cotton etc. This will adversely affect
the interests of the peasants in the country. There is simply no
justification for liberalization of their imports.

On the contrary, since the so-called 20 per cent export growth
target set in the policy is no more than just tall talk liberal imports
would inevitably worsen the trade deficit and aggravate industrial
stagnation, as the affluent indulge their “craze for foreign goods”T
This would only increase the economy’s vulnerability to speculative
pressures.

There can be little doubt that this lack of concern for the nation’s
interest has been promoted by a desire to please the WTO which is
to meet soon and which in its trade policy review has explicitly
demanded greater import liberalization from India. It is to be noted
that the new Exim policy was announced on 13th April, just two
days prior to the Geneva meeting where the US is taking up the
issue of phasing out quantitative restrictions. When questions arc
being raised about the wisdom of neo-liberal policies all over the
world in the wake of the Asian crisis, the BJP-led Government’s
rush to import liberalization only reveals its true character.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) calls upon all its units throughout
the country to protest against this Exim policy.
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CPI(M) On A Condemnable Manoeuvre
of The BJP Government at The Centre*

Statement Dated April 15, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) views with grave concern the act
of the BJP Government at the Centre in sending a team of senior
officials from the Centre headed by Special Secretary of the Home
Ministry, to Chennai, for an “on-the-spot assessment of the law
and order situation in Tamil Nadu”. After the Coimbatore blasts,
extensive searches, seizure of arms, arrest of the Muslim
fundamentalists, from even beyond Tamil Nadu borders have been
effected by the Tamil Nadu State Government.

Press reports appeared that the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu
himself, has, in person briefed the Prime Minister and Home
Minister, on the normal state of law and order in Tamil Nadu, and
on the steps taken to check the activities of the fundamentalists.

Then what is the new development that has taken place in Tamil
Nadu, which warranted sending such a team to Chennai? Or is it
inspired by any of the BJP allies in the government, with any
political motive? Does the BJP Government at the Centre intend
to create situation and encourage the forces of destabilization in
the state, to disturb the peace?

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly protests against this
move of the BJP Government and demands that it desist from such
destabilizing moves. It demands that the Central Government
extend all co-operation to the state government to protect the
existing normal law and order situation in Tamil Nadu.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, April 19, 1998.
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On BJP’s Slogan Of Swadeshi*

Statement Dated April 16, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Finance Minister has chosen to visit Washington on his first
international mission. In his speech to the American and NRI
investors he stated,“We are committed to broadening, deepening
and accelerating the reforms”, and claimed that the BJP was the
“earliest proponent of liberalization even during the halcyon days
of socialism”.

It is clear that the slogan of Swadeshi was meant primarily ""
mislead the people and garner their support. In line with 1S
commitment to liberalization, the government is seriously
considering the decontrol of the sugar industry and to stop the sale
of sugar from public distribution system outlets. This will imposé
an unbearable burden on millions of working Indians who wou_ld
now be left at the mercy of the market prices to consume an essential
commodity.

Further, in tune with its commitment to the World Trade
Organization, the Industry Minister has declared that India will
sign the joint Paris Convention regarding the patent systems. This
is a retrograde move that will adversely affect India. konically,
BJIP leaders themselves were crying hoarse, when they were If
opposition, against this attempt to amend the Indian Patents Aft
and had, in fact, blocked it in the Rajya Sabha in the process. Thelr
volte face today confirms their double-speak and brings out their
real character as a party committed to advancing imperialist

interests in the country to the detriment of our economic sovereignty
and self-reliance.

The CPI(M) is committed to firmly oppose these moves and
shall launch a public agitation against these retrograde decisions-

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, April 26, 1998.
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On Irresponsible Statement of
the Defence Minister*

Statement Dated April 16, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) is aghast at the irresponsible
manner in which the Defence Minister has taken upon himself to
reverse the process of improving India-China relations. For over
a decade, the political leadership of both the countries, echoing
the sentiments of the peoples, had initiated the process of
improving good-neighbourly relations. There has been complete
consensus in the wide spectrum of India’s political opinion
towards this end.

The open allegations being made by the Defence Minister have
evoked strong response from China which has completely denied
any role in Pakistan’s newly launched missile. Chinese official
sources have stated that China is a "responsible country and it is
very silly to make all these remarks". It said that it is strictly
abiding by the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty that it had
signed.

Further, the Prime Minister and the Defence Minister are
speaking in contradictory voices regarding the construction of a
helipad by the Chinese in Indian territory.

A working group had been set up by both the countries to
resolve the territorial and other disputes. This group has been
meeting regularly. Instead of levelling public allegations,
maturity and responsibility demands of the Defence Minister to
raise these issues in these groups and articulate India’s concerns.

While protection of India’s interests and security is of the
highest priority, this, however, cannot be used as an excuse to set
the clock back in improving our relations with China, so
necessary for peace in the region and development.

*Published in "PEOPLE’'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, April 26, 1998.
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On the Forcible Removal of
Governors*

Statement Dated April 16, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The BJP-led Government is continuously exposing itself as being
completely insincere to the publicly declared National Agenda. It
is, in fact, pursuing an agenda that it had not publicly declared.

In a decision of far-reaching consequences the BIP-led
Government has completely violated the spirit of the Constitution
and insulted the high office of the Governor and, by inference,
the President and the Constitution by the forcible removal of
three Governors and two Lt. Governors well before their tenure
ended. This runs completely contrary to the public declaration in
the National Agenda that the Governor’s appointment and tenure
will be done in consultation with the state governments, and the
assurance in the President’s address to the joint session of
Parliament that the institution of Governor will not be politicized-
It is clear that the BIP is seeking to use the office of the Governor
to serve its political ends rather than maintain the sanctified
principles and spirit of the Constitution.

Such subversion of the Constitution cannot be allowed.

*Pubhished in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Dell, Apnl 26, 1998.
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Communique Issued by The
Central Committee of The CPI(M)
Following Its Meeting Held in
New Delhi on April 17-19, 1998*

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) has decided to launch a
three-month long programme of mass contact and agitation to
expose the BJP's double-speak on various issues as well as its
pursuance of the ruinous economic policies. The programme will
include protest actions throughout the country which will
culminate in August. The decision was taken following the
three-day meeting of the Central Committee from April 17 to 19
to analyze the Lok Sabha elections and its aftermath.

Addressing a Press conference in April 20, 1998, on the
decisions taken by the Central Committee, CPI(M) General
Secretary, Harkishan Singh Surjeet, said the manner in which the
BJP had come to power, and its first few weeks in office, had
thoroughly exposed the party’s utter lack of principles. He
highlighted, in particular, the protection given by the BJP to
corruption. When in the opposition, Atal Behari Vajpayee used to
wax eloquent on the evils of corruption and now his government
was sheltering the corrupt, Surjeet said while referring to the
latest attack launched by Jayalalitha against chargesheeted
ministers. Soon after the Press conference ended, the news that
the Union Communications Minister, Buta Singh, had been
dropped from the cabinet at the behest of the AIADMK chief,
reached here. Commenting on the latest development, Surjeet
told that it exposed the growing fissures in the BJP-led alliance.
He also reiterated that all chargesheeted ministers should
resign and that this should not be done selectively.

*Published in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delh, Apnl 26, 1998.
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Regarding the election results, the Central Committee said the
-severe setback faced by the United Front was a result of its failure
to implement the pro-people policies contained in the Common
Minimum Programme, and at the same time, continuance of the
pro-rich economic policies of the previous regime. The United
Front’s failure to project a common approach and its inability to
work out seat adjustments in large parts of the country also
contributed to its dismal performance, Surjeet said. While the
Central Committee underlined the need to strengthen the unity of
the Left, democratic and secular forces to build an alternative to
the communal forces and the Congress, it stressed the importance
of stepping up "independent activity of the Party through mass
mobilization and protest actions against the continued
anti-people policies being pursued by the present government”.

On the BJP-led Government’s performance, Surjeet said there
were enough indications that it was following its own hidden
agenda while talking of a "National Agenda". Despite all the tall
talk of Swadeshi, it was clearly following the discredited path of
lt'beralization and privatization; it was protecting and promoting
corruption by inducting a large number of chargesheeted
ministers and patronizing other corrupt elements; and it was
displaying its characteristic authoritarian streak by appointing
Governors who were close to the BJP, and without consulting the
concerned state governments. The manner in which a Central
team. was sent to Tamil Nadu to assess the law and order
siwation constituted a "serious assault on the rights of the
states,” the Central Committee said. Surjeet condemned the talk
of sending a similar Central team to Kerala.

Surjeet also sharply criticized the Union Defence Minister’s
openly anti-China position on the issue of Pakistani missiles and
the helipad issue in Arunachal Pradesh, and pointed out that
never before had the Prime Minister and the Defence Minister of
the country contradicted each other in such a manner. He said it
recent years, both China and India had taken a number of steps
to improve bilateral relations which was important for the
security and welfare of both the nations. This process was being
threatened by the irresponsible statements being made by 6
senior minister and the jingoistic stance of the BJP Government.
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The BJP’s hidden agenda, Surjeet said, was being assiduously
pursued by the RSS and other members of the saffron combine.
The Central Committee highlighted this danger and stated: "The
efforts for the construction of the temple at Ayodhya or the
campaigns for Kashi and Mathura, and the raising of a private
army by the Bajrang Dal are all indicative of the fact that
communal tensions will escalate in future. The so-called secular
allies of the BJP have to answer to the people for their complicity
in the unfolding of this ‘hidden agenda’."

Relations with the Congress

In reply to a question whether the CPI(M) would still be
willing to support a Congress(l)-led Government in order to
combat the communal forces, Surjeet said: "There is no change
in our position on that." However, in reply to other queries on a
possible alternative government at the Centre led by the
Congress(l), Surjeet said, ''Let this government fall first. It will
not be difficult to form an alternative government once this
falls"'. In a sarcastic vein, he added, '"We are not bringing them
down. They are facing a lot of difficulties as it is, and we do not
want to add to their tension by threatening to pull them down'.
He indicated that the Vajpayee Government’s troubles came from
within and would aggravate further in the future.

Asked if the CPI(M) would be willing to induct new partners in
the United Front, Surjeet said, '"We are against communalism.
If any party is willing to join the fight against communal forces,
we are ready to join hands in this battle. We do not consider
any individual or party an enemy'. To a specific question on
Laloo Prasad Yadav, Surjeet pointed out that the CPI(M) had
nothing against him as an individual but opposed him on the
principle that no chargesheeted minister should continue in office
till his case is finally disposed off. He said the Left’s differences
with Laloo Prasad Yadav had been on the issue of corruptton and
not on the question of fighting the BJP.

In reply to a question whether the CPI(M) would join hands
with other Left forces including the various ML groups, Surjeet
said, '"We have not received any proposal from them. Nobody
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has approached us''. Regarding cooperation with the CPI(ML),
he said, ''Once we tried, but it did not succeed'. He pointed out
that in their political resolutions, the CPI{ML) had said its main
objective is to weaken the CPI(M). Unless there was a change in
this position, it was not possible to cooperate.

The Central Committee’s communique issued on this occasion
follows:

Election Review

The Central Commiittee of the CPI(M) noted the fact that in the
1998 mid-term elections, the BJP increased its percentage of
votes from 20.29 to 25.47. The BIP, during this election, had left
no stone unturned and used all methods in its arsenal to capture
power. It stooped to the lowest levels of political immorality by
seeking the support of the most corrupt and criminal elements.
Yet, it could increase its tally by a mere 17 seats. Along with its
allies, it came close to a majority, but did not get the majorit)’_- It
was only the position taken by the Telugu Desam Party, which
betrayed its own commitment to secularism and the United Front,
that helped the BJP-led Government to assume office. .

The Congress party continued its declining trend. Its voting
percentage declined from 28.8 to 25.88. Despite the intensive
campaign by Mrs. Sonia Gandhi, the party managed to just about
retain its tally of the 11th Lok Sabha.

The United Front received a severe setback in this election-
While the CPI(M) retained its 32 members, the major constituent
of the United Front, the Janata Dal, was trounced. All the
constituents of the United Front need to make a proper review of
their performance.

The CPIM) all along had been warning the United Front
Government that unless it implemented sincerely the prO'Pe"ple
pelicies contained in the Common Minimum Programme, it woul
not succeed in garnering people’s support. Though important
advances were made in the spheres of foreign policy, Centre-state
relations and strengthening secularism, unfortunately many of the
promises in the economic sphere were not implemented. The
decision to provide foodgrains at half the price to the people
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below the poverty line, though taken in principle, never saw the
light of the day in many parts of the country. The growing
discontent amongst the people due to the economic polictes was a
factor determining the electoral fortunes of the United Fromt
constituents. It is only the Left and the Samajwadi Party that have
been able to receive some degree of wide support from the
people.

Even during the election campaign, the United Front failed to
effectively project itself as an alternative with a distinct poiicy
and programme. The lack of proper seat-sharing amosgst s
constituents, particularly in the Hindi-speaking states, led
to a division of votes which directly benefited the commwnal
alliance.

Factors such as these determined the poll outcome wn wheh the
United Front’s tally was reduced by nearly a half to 99.

The Central Committee decided that, uinder these cuvwnsiaunes,
the unity of the Left, democratic and secular toees sbowld e
strengthened. The CPI(M), along with Mx alles w the Vmiey
Front, shall make all efforts to build up this alwenatnne w the
communal forces and the Congress.

The Central Committee decided to suengthen e undopoindein
activity of the Party through mass mobihization wnd posieat
actions against the anti-people policies bewg panued by the
present government.

BJP Government’s Performance

Having won the confidence vote by a water thin wgaay by
enlisting the Telugu Desam Party’s support and by clevtug a
TDP nominee as the Speaker, the BIP led Governend, dwing
the first few weeks, has clearly shown its ue colows. The B »
pursuing a ‘hidden agenda’ while trying to misead the vonauy
and the people through its *National Agenda’.

Economic Policies: On the economic poly fron, the BIE
Government has taken important decisions whivh cleardy wveahed
that the Swadeshi slogan was only meant o dupe the peophe and
gamner their support in the elections. The new Eauu poby wild
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prove very harmful for domestic industry. The Finance Minister,
choosing to visit the USA on his first international mission, has
stated in unambiguous terms that the BJP will further accelerate
the process of liberalization. The government is also proposing to
amend the Patents Act in line with the WTO requirements.
Ironically, it was the BJP that supported the Left in the Rajya
Sabha earlier installing similar amendments brought by the
Congress Government. A proposal to further step up privatization
of the public sector units and open up the insurance sector
constitute a grave assault on our self-reliance.

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) has called upon all its
units to actively oppose these and many such measures through
public mobilizations.

Protecting Corruption: The deceitful compromises that the
BJP has made to assume power is now being exposed by its own
allies. Having shed all norms of political morality, the BJP has
inducted individuals chargesheeted in corruption cases in its
cabinet. The consequent friction between the AIADMK and the
BIP speaks volumes of the ‘cohesive’ nature of such an alliance.

The daily quarrels, bickerings and open charges being levelled
by various partners of the ruling alliance have completely eroded
the credibility of the Vajpayee Government and reduced it to 2
laughing stock. The way the most venal and corrupt elements are
being protected and patronized reduces the BJP’s declarations of
fighting corruption in its election manifesto and the National
Agenda, into a total farce. i

Authoritarian Streak: The manner in which the resignation of
some Governors and some Lt. Governors have been obtained
before the completion of their tenure reveals the authoritarian
streak of the BIP. Having assured the country through the
National Agenda, and reiterated it in the President’s Address (0
the joint session of Parliament, that the state governments would
be consulted on the question of Governors and that the institution
of Governors will not be politicized, the BJP lost no time in
negating these. The manner in which a Central team was sent 10
Tamil Nadu to assess the law and order situation constitutes 2
serious assault on the rights of the states and the federal spirit
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of the Constitution. Clearly, the gains made during the United
Front Government in strengthening the Centre-state relations are
bound to be reversed.

Stoking Jingoism: The open manner in which the Prime
Minister and the Defence Minister are contradicting themselves
on the issue of a helipad is, indeed, amazing. Never before has
the country seen the Prime Minister contradict his Defence
Minister’s statement made at an official ministry Press briefing.
The BJP, however, is resorting to jingoism which can only be
detrimental to the process of improving good-neighbourly
relations with China which was started by the political leadership
of both the countries in the eighties. Such jingoism can only have
grave consequences for peace and development in South Asia
apart from having a negative consequence for India’s own
interests.

Communal Agenda: Through such measures, the BIP-led
Government is clearly revealing itself as one that is pursuing a
‘hidden agenda’ which can only pose serious problems for the
unity and integrity of our country. The RSS and the saffron
combine are acting in tandem by pursuing the communal agenda
which the BJP, for the sake of assuming office, has not included
in the National Agenda. The efforts for the construction of the
temple at Ayodhya or the campaigns for Kashi and Mathura and
the raising of a private army by the Bajrang Dal are all indicative
of the fact that communal tensions will escalate in future. The
so-called secular allies of the BJP have to answer to the people
their complicity in the unfolding of this ‘hidden agenda’.

Nationwide Protest

Under these circumstances, the Central Committee of the
CPI(M) has decided to launch a three-month long programme of
mass contact and agitation exposing the BJP’s double speak.
Protest actions will be organized throughout the country as the
culmination of this programme in August against the ruinous
economic policies.

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) calls upon all its units
and appeals to the Indian people who cherish the values of
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secular democracy and self-reliance to join this campaign and
safeguard our country’s unity, integrity and prosperity.

16th Party Congress

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) has decided that the
16th Party Congress, which had to be postponed due to the
elections, would now be convened from October 5 to 11 at
Calcutta. The Central Committee will meet again in July to
finalize the draft political resolution and other materials for the
Congress. As per the CPI(M) constitution, the draft political
resolution is to be circulated to its members two months prior {0
the Congress for an active inner-Party discussion.
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Election Review and Consequent
Political Developments®

Adopted by The Central Committee of
The CPI(M) in Its Meeting Held in
New Delhi on April 17-19, 1998

The Central Committee meeting held on December 21 to 22, 1997
at Calcutta adopted the tactics for the 12th Lok Sabha elections
and state assemblies. About the BJP and the Congress, CC made
the following assessments:

“The BJP is trying to do everything to emerge as a major force,
if not getting majority and is developing alliances with regional
parties”.

“The Congress Party which had the monopoly of power for
long is weakened very much Whether they will be able to
maintain the present position is doubtful. But one should not
underestimate its strength because of its mass base which exists in
the country. Even during the last elections, the Congress polled
28.8 per cent and the impact in the minds of the masses about the
traditional ‘organization is still there. It also depends on the new
allhiances which they will be able to build.”

It assessed the concrete situation prevailing and came to the
following conclusions:

“The present situation is complicated and we have to work out
the tactical line to meet the present challenge. There is no
difference of opinion in the Party now on the formation of the
United Front. The Central Committee has also endorsed in the
draft political resolution for the 16th Congress, the line followed
in this respect. In consonance with our position, we have taken a
consistent stand that the Party will have to fight against both the
BJP and the Congress. But in consonance with our line, we have
to see that where the Left is not a force and the United Front is not
effective, namely, Maharashtra, fire should be concentrated

*Published as a booklet in May 1998
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against the BJP. ...... Now the Congress is a declining force while
its place is being taken by the BJP. This poses a big danger to the
democratic movement.”

The election results have led to a new situation. The main
features of which are: The BJP has emerged as the biggest party,
the Congress has just maintained its position; and the UF has
suffered major setbacks.

It is in this background that we have to analyze the election

results.
ANALYSIS OF THE ELECTION RESULTS

BJP

The BJP has been able to improve its position, both in per-
centage of votes and number of seats won. Its voting percentage
has been increased from 20.29 in 1996 to 25.47 in 1998 and the
number of seats from 161 to 180. It is interesting to note that the
increase in percentage of votes Gained by BJP is 5.18 per cent.

The review report on 1996 general elections adopted by the
Central Committee had taken note of the steady advance made by
the BJP since the 1989 elections. The trend has been continued in
this election. '

Year All India Percentage
No. of seats won of Votes
and Contested
1952 3 (94) 31
1957 4 (130) 5.9
1962 14 (196) 6.4
1967 35 (251) 94
1971 22 (160) 74
1977
1984 2 (229) 74
1989 86 (226) 1.5
1991 120 (468) 20.1
1996 161 (471) 2029
1998 180 (385) 2547

(Note: Before 1984 1t was known as the Jan Sangh)
(In 1977 they were part of the Janata Party)
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The BJP’s close ally Shiv Sena also slightly improved its
percentage of votes from 1.43 in 1996 to 1.78 in 1998, although
its seats have been reduced from 15 to 6. Except in states like
Gujarat, Haryana, Meghalaya, Rajasthan and Delhi, the BJR has
been able to improve its voting percentage in other states. In spite
of the | per cent decline in Gujarat due to the split in BJP, it has
been able to maintain more or less its base. It now polled 48.27
per cent votes in Gujarat. In states where the BIP or with its allies
are in power, the percentage of votes declined. The BJP’s vote
declined in Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Delhi. The only excep-
tions are Punjab and Uttar Pradesh. The BJP came to power in UP
only very recently.

. The BJP has not only been able to consolidate its traditional
base such as in Madhya Pradesh, UP, Himachal Pradesh, Gujarat,
Delhi etc, but also made considerable gains in South India and
NOrth-East. It has been able to make gains in Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh,
Manipur, Tripura, West Bengal, Orissa and Bihar.

The Central Commitiee earlier noted the vast organizational
work which is being undertaken by the various outfits of the RSS
that contributed to the consistent expansion of the BJP in recent
years “The Saraswaty Sishu Vidyalayas (kindergartens) and
other educational institutions run by the RSS are expanding
network in many states. Behind its success in south Bihar, which
has a big adivasi population there is the work of an organization
like the Vanavasi Kalyan Parishad, an RSS outfit, which has been
working primarily to counter the influence of the Christian
missionaries. It is through this organization that the RSS has
made inroads among the adivasis in Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and now in Orissa. It is significant that the BJP is
penetrating most in Orissa in the backward tribal areas using both
the feudal-royal politicians and the work of the RSS. The RSS is
also assisting the BJP to organize people on caste and sub-caste
lines. Holding of caste conferences, organizations of different
sub-gastes, taking their specific problems, ensuring that tickets
are distributed to the prominent people in these communities, are
all planned by the RSS in order to widen the social base of the
BIP” (Review Report on 1996 General Elections).
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The Coimbatore bomb explosion was effectively used by BJP
and its allies for effecting a communal polarization to make gains
in the elections in Tamil Nadu. The election results also show the
dangerous trend of its ability to attract more votes, particularly,
from middle class employees, workers and the youth.

The BJP has been able to achieve these gains due to a variety of
factors:

(a) By continuing to base itself on the Hindutva ideology, they
were able to retain their appeal to their conservative communal
constituency. The hardcore of the BJP-the RSS-had made
determined efforts to ensure the success of the BJP.

(b) However, recognizing that on their own, BJP would not be
able to come to power, it adopted successfully the tactics of
forging electoral alliances with various regional parties and
groupings like the AIADMK and its allies in Tamil Nadu, the
Trinamul Congress in West Bengal, the Samata Party, the Biju
Janata Dal in Orissa, the JMM etc. Though the opportunist
character of these alliances and electoral understanding was
evident, the end result shows that these tactics have helped the
BJP to some extent atleast for the present.

(c) The BIJP capitalized on the discontent among the people
arising out of the impact of the economic policies initiated by the
Congress in the earlier period and pursued by the United Front
Government.

(d) The BJP had played upon the widespread frustration
among the people on the prevalence of corruption in a big way:

(¢) Some state reports have indicated that the BJP, with the
help of the RSS, has been systematically building links with
various strata of people like the dalits, fishermen, contract
workers etc. at various levels by championing their immediate
demands. The RSSand the BJP were also in a planned mannef
extending their work to the various regions where they were weak
like the North-East, West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu etc.

(f) The build up of the BJP in the media as the ‘wining’ party
created an atmosphere favourable to them and this image
influenced sections of the middle class, the traders, landlords etc.
Even many sections of the organized working class voted the BJP.
This was further strengthened by their alliances.
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(g) Powerful sections of the big bourgeoisie and the MNCs
threw their weight behind the BJP in a big way.

(h) The major slogan of ‘stability’ played a big role favourable
to the BJP. The decline of the Congress and the picture of disarray
and confusion in the United Front contributed to the impression
that only the BJP could provide stability.

The long term aspect of the continuous declive of the major
bourgeois-landlord party—the Congress—and the- failure of the
Left, democratic and secular forces to present themselves as the
alternative have enabled the BJP to project itself as the only force
capable of taking the country out of the deep crisis. This aspect
has to be seriously noted and the Party has to draw proper lessons.

Congress Party

The election results reveal that the decline in the Congress
mass base which began from the 1989 Lok Sabha elections has
been continuing. The percentage of votes poiled by the Congress
declined from 28.8 per cent in 1996 to 25.88 in 1988. It secured
141 seats this time as compared to 140 in 1996.

The following table will give an idea of the performance of the
Congress Party from the st General Election onwards.

Year All India Percentage of
No. of seats won Votes

and Contested

1952 364 (479) 45

1957 371 (490) 478
1962 361 (488) 44.7
1967 283 (516) 408
1971 352 (441) 437
1977 154 (492) 345
1980 353 (492) 42.7
1984 415 (517) 48.1
1989 197 (510) 395
1991 232 (492) 36.5
1996 140 (529) 288

1998 141 (477) 25 88
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The decline of votes polled by the Congress in 1998 is
mainly due to decline of votes in West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu, Punjab and Orissa. The Congress has gained in
Assam, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan, Kerala, Tripura, Nagaland, Chandigarh and Delhi.

The ULFA’s call for boycott of elections and the terror created
by them restrained Assamese voters coming to the polling booths
in Assam. Compared to the 78.5 per cent of the votes polled in
1996 parliamentary elections, the polling percentage came down
to 61 per cent in 1998. The Congress’s alliance with the United
Minority Front also helped it to gain minority votes.

In Maharashtra, the Congress has improved its number of seats
from 15 to 33 and percentage of votes from 34.8 to 43.64. It is
interesting to note that the combined percentage of votes polled
by BJP-Shiv Sena combine has increased from 38.6 in 1996 to
42.15 in 1998. The success of the Congress was made possible
because of its alliance with RPI and understanding with
Samajwadi Party which polled 4.14 per cent and 2.62 per cent of
votes respectively, helping the broad alliance polling more than
50 per cent of votes.

In Rajasthan, Congress improved its numbers from 12 to 18
and percentage of votes from 40.5 to 44.45. The anti-people
policies of the BJP Government in Rajasthan and the shift in votes
~ among the jats in favour of the Congress helped the Congress.

The Congress has been able to gain 7 per cent votes more I
Madhya Pradesh due to the unity efforts inside the Congress and
with the support of dalits, minorities, tribals who did not find any
other force to check the communal politics of BJP.

The Congress Party which was rejected by the electorate in the
1996 General Elections, though forced to support the United
Front government, continued to exercise pressure on it. It created
a crisis situation with the demand of the removal of Deve Gowda
from Prime Ministership and wanted to be included in the
ministry. Though the Left parties had taken a stand to go to the
electorate, other constituents were not prepared for that. Again
after some time, with its power hungry politics, it precipitated a
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crisis making use of the Jain Commission’s interim report,
leading to the general elections when the United Front failed to
yield to their blackmail. It created a serious crisis inside the
Congress itself. However, in West Bengal, the opposite happened
with the major split in the Congress and the emergence of the
Trinamul Congress.

The announcement of the elections saw many Congress leaders
joining the BJP. It was the entry of Sonia Gandhi that stopped this
exodus from the party. Subsequently, Sonia Gandhi was made the
President of the Congress. She has succeeded in instilling some
confidence in the Congress ranks and mobilized its activists
during the elections. In the recent AICC session an impression
was sought to be conveyed as though she has succeeded in uniting
all Congressmen. However, there seems to be no serious intro-
spection on the issues that led to the decline of the party. It is still
under the impression that it will be able to gain the status of the
single largest party and rule the country as in the past, though it is
looking for alliances now. Sycophancy was in evidence during the
AICC session where while one leader was criticizing the other all
were praise for Sonia Gandhi. Though during the elections it
projected itself as the only alternative to the BJP it could not go to
the elections without allies. It struck alliances with the Rashtriya
Janata Dal and the BSP and other smaller parties. Similarly, the
BIP which is trying to project itself as the alternative to the
Congress also had to recognize this reality and entered into
afliances with various regional parties to come to power.

United Front

In these elections the United Front which had come into
existence to meet the threat of the BJP assuming power at the
Centre, received a big setback.

The United Front, which had won 170 seats in 1996, secured
only 99 seats in 1998. The setbacks suffered by Janata Dal, DMK,
TMC and AGP contributed to the decline in number of seats of the
United Front. The Janata Dal, which had won 46 seats and had
polled 8.1 per cent of votes in 1996 won only 6 seats and polled
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only 3.25 per cent of votes in 1998. The major setbacks for Janata
Dal were in Bihar, Orissa and Karnataka.

The split in the JD and the political polarization between Laloo
Prasad Yadav and his allies on the one hand and the BJP and its
allies on the other caused the marginalization of the JD in Bihar.

The split in the JD and the formation of the Biju Janata Dal and
its alliance with BJP facilitated a polarization between Congress
on the one hand and BJP and its allies on the other hand resulting
in the marginalization of the Janata Dal in Orissa.

In Karnataka, Janata Dal votes declined from 34.91 per centin
1996 to 21.69 per cent in 1998. Lok Shakti has been able to gain
11.5 per cent of votes. The splits in the JD and the factional fights
caused its decline in Karnataka.

The Coimbatore incident and the communal polarization that
took place, the discontent among the people against the wrong
policies of the DMK Government and the failure of the DMK-
TMC leadership in building a wider United Front opposing
AIADMK-BJP front etc., mainly contributed to the poll debacle
of DMK-TMC alliance in Tamil Nadu.

The non-performance of the AGP-led Government, the decreast
in the polling percentage among the Assamese population, and
the shifting away of minorities in support of the Congress
contributed to the defeat of AGP in Assam.

It is only the Samajwadi Party that has been able to increase its
strength from 17 to 20 and also 1ts percentage of votes.

The Party has to undertake a deep and thorough-going analysis
of the reasons for the serious defeats suffered by the third force as
represented by the UF. Some of the reasons for the major setbacks
to the UF have to be gone into to draw proper lessons for the
immediate as well as long term tactics.

(a) Itis very clear that the UF, which was formed to meet the
specific situation that arose in May 1996, was unable t0
project itself as the effective alternative to the BJP or the
Congress. Even in this election, the United Front had
decided to fight against the BIP and the Congress. But this
objective could not be realized due to various factors.
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(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

The continuous disunity, mutual conflicts and the absence
of any purposeful efforts to strengthen its unity had vitally
affected the image of the UF. The disunity manifested itself
from the early months of the formation and got aggravated
at first during the last days of the Deve Gowda Government
and much more in the few months when Gujral was the
Prime Minister. However, when the Gujral Government
assumed office even the projection of the UF was lacking.
Constituents of the Front were interested in small matters
relating to their own states forgetting that without unity
emerging, the projection of the UF would suffer. When the
crisis developed on the question of the Jain Commission’s
interim report, and the Congress forced an election the
UF’s image and credibility was lost to a great extent.
Though a Common Minimum Programme had been
worked out to endow the UF with some communality of
purpose, some of the bourgeois parties were not much
bothered even about these guidelines.

The personal conflicts and the animosities within the
Janata Dal—the split in the Bihar Janata Dal, the
dissension in Karnataka and later break-up of the Janata
Dal in Orissa, and the formal split in the JD at all India
level—all these had caused serious damage to the Janata
Dal. This break-up of the JD which was the major
component of the UF, contributed in a big way to the defeat
of the UF.

The dissension and conflicts in the UF manifested
themselves in a most acute manner in the course of the run
up to the elections. In most states leave alone agreed
common lists of UF candidates; there were not even
electoral adjustments among the constituent parties.
Except for the Left parties, all the parties were interested
only in their narrow interests and the resultant mutual
conflicts vitally affected the very image and standing of
the UF. (Only in West Bengal, Kerala, Tripura and Andhra
Pradesh there was genuine understanding among the
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"

(g)

(h)

parties.) Internal squabbles were taking place and when we
were facing elections it became almost non-existent. Most
of the constituents fought against each other. Except for the
CPI(M) all other constituents tried to monopolize in their
respective states. In UP where the SP is the strongest force
amongst the UF, it was not able to accommodate other
constituents even to a small extent. No doubt their claims
were exaggerated. But this lack of unity robbed the UF of a
united appeal before the electorate, which could have
resulted in more success against the BJP. In Bihar both the
CPI and the Janata Dal put up candidates in many places
and results go to show that where the challenge was both
from the RID-Congress combination and the BJP-Samata
alliance the JD could win only seat and the CPI lost all the
four seats it held earlier. The CPI(M) also did not gain any
seat here. It is unfortunate that in the Darbhanga
constituency in spite of an agreement with the CPI it
opposed the CPI(M) candidate. In Punjab violating the
decision of their National Council the local unit of the CPl
came to an understanding with the Congress Party and
campaigned against our Party in the seats, which we were
contensing. In Maharashtra in three seats it was due to the
JD that the SP lost three seats.

The same tendency was manifested in Tamil Nadu where
the DMK-TMC combine stubbornly refused to accom-
modate the CPI(M) and JD due to highly exaggerated
calculations of their strength. \

Most state reports indicate that the JD was adopting a high
and mighty attitude to the Left parties with regard to seat

~adjustments refusing to even concede one or two seats.

As a result of all these, practically there was no common
campaign by the United Front in the country as a whole.
Only in Hyderabad and Calcutta, mass UF rallies were held.
Absence of a common campaign is highlighted by the fact
that Common Manifesto and Policy Declaration Was
adopted belatedly just three or four weeks before the
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elections. This Policy Declaration was hardly referred to
by most of these parties.

()) A very important reason for the setback is the most
unsatisfactory performance of the United Front Government
in very many respect. It is a fact that the government had
duration of only 18 months and that too under two Prime
Ministers—Deve Gowda and  Gujral, thanks to the
disruptive game of the Congress. This was a severe
limitation that has to be noted while assessing the UF
Government’s performance. When it started succumbing
to the pressures of the Congress Party it started losing its
appeal. In spite of the various achievements, which it made
in the realm of Centre-state relations, non-discriminatory
attitude against all states, non-interference, democratic
approach to strikes, improvement in relations with China
and Russia and neighbours, holding of successful elections
in Jainmu and Kashmir, exposure of corruption scandals
etc., it failed to tackle the urgent problems facing the
people. It had planned to provide foodgrains at half the
prices to people living below the poverty line. But due to
various factors including lack of mechanism in various
parts of the country, this scheme could not come into
operation except in some states. There were many other
declarations such as reservation for women, agricultural
labour legislation, recognition of trade unions through
secret ballot, Lokpal Bill etc., which could not be
implemented because of certain vaciflations among the UF
partners. On the other hand. the policies of liberalization
and globalization vehemently pursued by the UF
Government were having adverse effect on the working
class, agricultural labour, poorer sections of the peasantry
and various sections of the middle classes and other
downtrodden sections.

It should also not be forgotten that one important factors is

the record of the State Governments run by the UF constituents
whether it be the TDP in Andhra Pradesh, the DMK in Tamil Nadu
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or the AGP in Assam—all of them were vehemently pursuing the
economic policies dictated by the World Bank and the IMF. It is
because of this that in spite of the fight against communalism
these parties heading the governments got a big setback in the
elections.

The CC had repeatedly warned that the BJP would benefit by
this growing discontent. The election results have confirmed the
correctness of our warning. .

The experience of UF functioning needs to be assessed properly.
We have experience of working with various parties ever since
1977. These experiences require a deep-going analysis including
a study of the character and role of the bourgeois parties, includ-
ing the regional parties and our tactics at various periods in the last
20 years. Many State Committees have demanded such a review.

The Left

The Left parties which got 52 seats in 1996 have now only
48 seats in the Lok Sabha. The CPI's strength has been reduced
from 12 to 9 and Forward Bloc’s from 3 to 2. The Communi§t
Party of India (Marxist) and the RSP have been able to retain their
seats. The percentage of votes polled by the Communist Party of
India (Marxist) declined from 6.1 per cent in 1996 to 5.18 in
1998. The percentage of votes polled by CPI(M) declined in many
states except in Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan.
We lost our sitting seats Barpeta in Assam and Khammam n
Andhra Pradesh. The TDP and the CPI did not work for us it
many places in Khammam.

In the context of the defeat suffered by the state level ruling
parties as in Maharashtra, Karnataka, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh
etc., the good performance in the Left-ruled states—West Bengah
Kerala and Tripura—once again has demonstrated the basically
correct policies and practices of the Left-led State Governments:
The so-called anti-incumbency theory stands belied in these States:

The adoption of the Manifesto of the Left parties for the first
time 1s an important development as it projects the real alternative
in the present political situation. However, it cannot be said that
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we were able to popularize the Left Manifesto to the extent
necessary and possible within the short time available.

Our Party’s Performance

The CPI(M) contested in 71 seats and won in 32. The\y are:
from West Bengal-24; Kerala—6; and Tripura—2. The CPI(M) lost
one seat each in Assam and Andhra Pradesh which it had won in
1996. It had gained one more seat in West Bengal and one seat in
Kerala when an independent supported by the Party who had won
in 1996 lost this time.

West Bengal

The Left Front has won 33 Lok Sabha seats retaining the same
position as in the last elections. The Left Front has wrested two
seats from the Congress when it has lost two seats which were
won last time. The defeats in the Dum Dum and Barasat seats
were unexpected. The left Front has secured 46.83 per cent of
total votes which is less than 2.25 per cent of votes polled by the
Left Front last time. Election results show that the Trinamul
Congress-BJP combine has emerged as the major anti-Left Front
force in the state. They have secured 34.62 per cent of the total
votes when the Congress share plummeted from 40.09 per cent to
15.04 per cent. Apart from the major portion of the anti-Left
votes, the Trinamul-BJP combine has been able to attract a small
section of those who had voted for the Left Front in the past. Out
of the 294 assembly segments in 42 parliamentary constituencies,
the Left Front has won 203 assembly segments—a similar
number it had won in 1996. While the Left Front regained 32
assembly segments, which it had lost in the last elections, it has
lost an identical number of assembly segments. In 81 assembly
segments, the percentage of Left Front's votes increased. Left Front
has secured more than 50 per cent of votes in 113 assembly segments.

The results, particularly in the urban areas, have not been up to
the expectations. Out of the 80 assembly segments in urban areas,
the Left Front has been able to retain only 27 and has been
defeated in 20 assembly segments which it had won last time.
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The Left Front has regained only 7 such segments where it had
lost last time.

It is to be noted that the popular support to the Left Front has
been reduced a little. The reduction is, of course, a matter of
concern in some constituencies, particularly those in urban areas
within Calcutta and also in the adjacent areas. Many people
expected that the split in the Congress leading to the formation of
Trinamul Congress would lead to a significant division in anti-
Left votes. It did not take place. The successes achieved by the
United Front Government had not been able to leave a mark on
the public mind and they were also not sufficiently highlighted i
the campaigns. -

A section of the younger generation voted for the BIP-
Trinamul Congress combine and it is a serious matter and requires
immediate attention. Unemployment, uncertainty about future,
the massive anti-Left campaign and the organizational weaknesses
may have facilitated the alienation of these sections. Inclination
towaré Trinamul Congress-BJP combine among women,
particularly women in urban areas noted in the election work
should be properly addressed.

There are organizational lapses such as complacency at many
levels in conducting the electoral battle, lack of close relation of
Party workers with local people, failure to understand the mind of
the people, absence of day-to-day contact, weaknesses in door t0
door campaigns, individual misbehaviour, indulgence in unlawful
and unprincipled activities in the case of some members and
sympathizers, indifference to complaints coming from the people,

factional fights etc. are some of the weaknesses that came in the
way of election work.

Kerala

Out of the total 20 seats in Kerala, LDF got 9 seats and UDF
got 11. Out of the 9 seasts won by the LDF, CPI(M) got 6, CPI-2
and RSP-1. The LDF lost 3 seats—Thiruvananthapuram
Ermnakulam and Kozhikkode—which it had won in 1996. It
captured 2 seats—Adoor and Kottayam. The LDF lost 4 seats by 2
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margin of less than 10,000 votes. The LDF voting percentage
made a slight increase from 44.22 per cent in 1996 to 44.29 per
cent in 1998 while UDF gained from 44.97 per cent to 45.74 per
cent and BJP from 5.92 to 8.02. The LDF has been able to retain
its mass base.

The election results to Lok Sabha and to Assembly in Kerala
are always of different pattern. In 1996 Assembly elections, LDF
won 80 seats and UDF won 60 seats. On the same day, Lok Sabha
elections, LDF had won majority only in 67 assembly segments
while the UDF had gained majority in 73 assembly segments. In
1998 elections, LDF has secured majority in 60 assembly segments
and UDF has gained majority in 80 assembly segments. But the
decrease of votes in 50 assembly constituencies is a serious
matter to be taken note of.

The election results show that the balance of forces has not
changed in favour of the Left Democratic Front. We should
concentrate our efforts in expanding our influence among rehligious
minorities and other toiling masses.

Tripura .

Elections to Legislative Assembly were also held along with
Lok Sabha elections. We won the two Lok Sabha seats— we had
won in 1998. But it is to be noted that the percentage of votes
polled by the CPI(M) declined from 52.45 per cent in 1996 to
48.80 per cent in 1998. It is a significant achievement that in spite
of the difficulties raised by the extremists and the ethnic divisive
forces, the Left Front has been able to maintain its base.

Shortcomings and Failures to be Rectified

The failure to make gains, in spite of the Party being the only
party continuously conducting campaigns, struggles etc. and
despite the general prestige of the Party has caused much
frustration at all layers in the Party. Many State Committees have
discussed the reasons for this. What stands out is that in spite of
our activities, the Party has not grown in terms of strengthening
the existing bases and in terms of spreading to new areas.
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The task of ideological, political, organizational strengthening of
the Party is not being attended to at the all-India and state levels.
Even where some mass struggles or movements have been
conducted, the influence generated is not consolidated
organizationally, nor is political consciousness raised.

On the other hand, the election review reports have pinpointed
factionalism, individualism and anarchic style of work and
tendencies of corruption and growing lack of contact with the
masses in various states. Many other vices and unhealthy
tendencies that are spreading in the Party have also been noted.

The PB and the CC will have to attend to these problems,
relating this to our political, ideological, organizational work
as well as to our political tactics, as the priority task with a sense
of urgency. The preparations for the Party Congress and the Party
Congress itself should be utilized to undertake this task.

Some other important features

The activities of the BIP has helped the growth of Islamic
fundamentalism. The demolition of the Babri Masjid followed
by intense communal riots had a big impact on the minds Qf
the minorities. These feelings are being utilized by certain
fundamentalist forces encouraged by the ISI as well as some
Islamic countries like Saudi Arabia. Both these forces aré
complementing and supplementing each other. Tamil Nadu
election results clearly demonstrate this. Coimbatore incidents
and some earlier clashes had resulted in Hindu backlash
throughout the state leading to the electoral defeats of the DMK-
TMC combine and success scored by the BJP-AIADMK alliance-
A consistent propaganda has to be carried out among the Muslim
minorities that the defence of minorities lie not in such activities
but by joining hands with the democratic forces. :

While carrying on our fight against Hindu fundamentalism
represented by the BIP and other outfits to defend national unitys
we should boldly expose the forces of Muslim fundamentalism
and winning over the minorities to the secular cause by defending
the genuine interests of the minorities.
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The other notable feature of the election experience is that the
intense caste based politics which emerged with great vigour in
the post-Mandal situation is continuing in a big way vitiating the
political atmosphere. Our consistent line of fighting casteismas a
disruptive force, while fighting for the just rights of the dalits and
the really backwards has to be carried forward.

POST-ELECTION TACTICS

The previous meeting of the Central Committee was held on
March 6-7, 1998 to discuss the immediate post-election tactics to
be pursued by the Party. The Central Committee at its meeting
adopted a note which was elaborated and circulated as a PB
circular for reporting to all units. The circular stated as follows:

“A meeting of the Central Committee was held on 6-7th March,
1998 to discuss the immediate post-election tactics to be pursued
by the Party. Preceding this meeting, the PB met on 4th and Sth of
March. :

“The Central Committee discussed the post-election situation
on the basis of the assessment given by the Polit Bureau.

*“The election results show that the BJP and its allies have made
substantial gains though they are short of a majority. Despite all
its manoeuvres and money power, the BIP could get only 25 per
cent of the votes. With its allies it got 37 per cent. This shows that
63 per cent of the people did not support its communal platform.
The BIP combination has won 252 seats, which makes it feasible
for the party to try and form the government. The Central
Committee is of the opinion that this development portends a
serious danger to the secular character of the state, the unity of the
country and the Left and democratic forces.

“Though the BJP would try to come to power in a coalition
government with its allies, it should be clear that this would be a
BJP-run Government. The BIP is no ordinary bourgeois party,
there is the RSS controllmg and guiding it. With the BJP in power,
the RSS will have access to the instruments of state power and
will systematically penetrate the State apparatus. Its Hindutva
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ideology will promote. communahsation of the State apparatus
and the resultant growth of minority fundamentalism. This will
have serious consequences for the secular fabric of our society
and the communal divisions will cause a direct setback to the Left
and democratic movement. The recent bomb blasts in Coimbatore
and the competitive communalism of Hindu and Muslim
extremist groups is a grim pointer to what can happen in the
country.

“The United Front has not fared well in the elections and its
total tally of seats has been reduced by half. Except for the
CPI(M) which maintained its strength of 32 seats and the SP, all
other partners in the United Front have suffered losses
particularly the Janata Dal, the DMK-TMC combination and the
AGP.

“The Congress Party could not make any advance and has
barely improved its position by 2-3 seats.

“The Central Committee was of the opinion that all efforts
must be made to stop the BJP alliance from capturing the Central
Government. This could have been possible only if there wer
efforts made to form an alternative secular government. However,
these efforts could not proceed because of the attitude taken by
the TDP which announced that it was not prepared to supportd
Congress-led Government and would be equidistant from both
the Congress and the BJP.

“Keeping this in mind, the Central Committee decided that
since there is every likelihood of the President inviting Vajpayee
to form the government, firstly, we should concentrate on making
efforts to defeat a BJP-led Government when it seeks a vote of
confidence in the Lok Sabha. For this, it is essential that the
United Front take a united position. We should try and rally all the
non-BJP parties to defeat the vote of confidence.

“If this succeeds, then the question of an alternative
government will be on the agenda. The Polit Bureau has been
authorized to pursue in such a situation the line of rallying the

United Front to support a Congress-led Government from the
outside.”



Election Review and Consequent Political Developments 265

In pursuance of these guidelines laid down by the Central
Committee, the Polit Bureau pursued the tactics to intervene in
the developing situation. The first question was as to who will be
invited to form the government. As the single largest party, the
BJP’s leader Atal Behari Vajpayee was invited by the President for
talks. In the meantime, AIADMK leader Jayalalitha, after two
days of discussions in Delhi with the BJP went back and held a
Press conference in Chennai in which she bitterly attacked the
BJP leadership. This demoralized the BJP and they told the
President that they could muster a strength of 240 members
only and could not muster majority support The President
then began talks with the constituents of the United Front and
the Congress trying to explore the possibility of forming a
government. Subsequently, however, some understanding was
arrived at between the BJP leadership and Jayalalitha and her
forwarding letters of support from the AIADMK and its allies to
the BJP to form a government. This raised the strength of the BJP
and its allies to 264. But still they were short of a majority.

The BIP, in the meantime, came to some understanding with
the TDP and the TDP leader Chandrababu Naidu informed the
President that his party would remain neutral. It is on this basis
that the President invited Atal Behari VAJpayee to form the
government.

During this period we tried our utmost to maintain the unity of
the United Front. Within the UF, all constituents except the TDP
‘were agreeable to the tactical line suggested by us.

In the 6th March meeting of the Core Committee, Chandrababu
Naidu agreed to reconsider the decision. But it seemed clear from
his attitude that he had already made up his mind to lean towards
the BJP and was marking time to justify his position. In the
meeting he refused to accept the proposal that in case the BIP is
called to form the government, the TDP like other constituents of
the UF would vote against the confidence motion when it is taken
up. The 10th March meeting of the Steering Committee was again
a repetition of the 6th March meeting. He went on arguing against
our stand on the BJP, completely forgetting the commitment
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made in the UF manifesto, to which he was a party. The UF
manifesto had stated: “The United Front is founded on the plank of
strengthening secularism and democracy. The UF reiterates that
secularism means the separation of religion from the state. the
Supreme Court has defined secularism as a basic feature of the
Indian Constitution. The efforts by communal forces to
undermine the multi-ethnic, multi-religious and multi-linguistic
character of our society will be strongly rebuffed.

“The United Front will scrictly implement the Protection of
Places of Worship Act. It will actively combat all efforts by the
communal forces to create fresh disputes in Kashi and Mathura.
The Babri Masjid-Ram Janmabhoomi dispute at Ayodhya will be
resolved with reference to the Supreme Court or on the basis ofa
consensus.

“The right to freedom of religion contained in the Constitution
will be respected and protected. The personal codes of different
religious communities will not be altered unless and until
consensus has emerged for bringing about a change. The UF wil
make all efforts to bring together different sections of our society
by strengthening the common bond to build a strong, modem,
forward-looking secular democratic society.”

The TDP has come to the rescue of the BJP Government,
completely forgetting all these commitments that it made to the
electorate. Earlier Chandrababu Naidu had made a statement that
at the state level the Congress was enemy No. | whereas at the
national level it was the BJP which was the main enemy. But
subsequently he went on changing statements. He had no answer
when the question was posed to him that why was it that when the
Congress Party tried to blackmail the UF and demanded the
resignation of Deve Gowda while the Left parties took a stand t0
go to the electorate he was in the forefront to strike a bargain with
the Congress?

The 10th March meeting also asked him to reconsider his
party’s stand by the time the next meeting on 16th took place.
Taking the plea of the budget session of the Andhra Assembly, he
informed his inability to attend the meeting but promised to send
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a senior leader of the TDP. But by then he had already taken a
position and held a Press conference to announce his decision.
The Core Committee meeting of 16th was postponed and another
meeting was fixed, which he was asked to attend. It was at
this meeting that his resignation from the Convenorship of the
UF as well as withdrawal of the TDP from the UF was received.

In the meantime, the BJP-led Government headed by Atal
Bihari Vajpayee was sworn in office on 19th of March and
parliament was convened on the 21st of March. The first item on
the agenda was the election of the Speaker. The BJP was adamant
on having its own man as Speaker of the Lok Sabha whereas the
United Front suggested that the previous speaker P.A. Sangma be
allowed to continue in office. His name was decided upon since
last time also his name was suggested by the UF and his
performance was appreciated by all. Sangma had earlier made a
statement that he would agree to become the candidate only if he
was the unanimous choice and there would be no contest. But
after the UF stand, he agreed to contest. Since he would be able to
rally more support from the North-East states his success was
guaranteed at that point of time. The BJP which did not want to
face defeat in the election of the Speaker expressed agreement.
with the candidature of P.A. Sangma. This was conveyed by the
Parliamentary Affairs Minister, Madan Lal Khurana to Sangma.
But after this assurance, the BJP resorted to manoeuvres and
entered into an agreement with Chandrababu Naidu offering the
latter the post of Speaker to a TDP nominee. Naidu did not even
inform his own Polit Bureau about this agreement that night. That
night, however, Khurana informed Deve Gowda that they decided
to put up a TDP nominee for the post.

Chandrababu Naidu contacted Farooq Abdullah and PK.
Mahanta and informed them about this decision and announced
the formation of another front called the Nationoal Front and
announced the holding of a meeting of these parties at Delhi.

At the Core Committee meeting of 23/24th March Farooq
Abdullah attended and pleaded his case. We had drafted a letter in
reply to Chandrababu’s resignation letter. Farooq Abdullah was in
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agreement with the contents of the letter. He promised to meet
Naidu and get in touch with the UF. But the meeting took place at
midnight and Farooq Abdullah let the next morning without
informing the UF constituents about what transpired.

Before this, however, another development took place.
Saiffudin Soz, a prominent NC leader, came out openly demarcat-
ing himself from the stand taken by Farooq Abdullah. He did this
knowing fully well the consequences that he would have to face.
The NC seemed to be badly divided at its meeting, though finally
they decided to abstain during the confidence vote.

P.K. Mahanta was contacted. Our units in Assam also contacted
him and prevailed upon him that it would be suicidal to support
the BJP. He did not attend the meeting of the National Front and
subsequently fell in line with us.

Vote of Confidence

These events were confirmed by the vote of confidence. TTIC
Congress Party, though badly divided, decided to mobilize all its
members at the time of the vote. The debate was lively and fhe
BJP and its allies were comered during the debate. The BJP which
even at this time was not confident of victory resorted to
nominating members to the two nominated seats in the Lok
Sabha. The United Front and the Congress had decided to press
for a division. This exposed the game of the TDP which instructed
its members to vote in favour of the BJP. The final outcome Was
272 in favour of the motion and 261 against it. It was clear fror_n
the above that had not the TDP voted in favour of the motion, 1t
would not have been carried. It is clear from the above that the
TDP is responsible for bringing the BJP to power and also
responsible for maintaining it in power. From neutrality, it has
exposed itself to be a defender of the BJP. This has resulted in 8
big discontent among the minorities in AP and one of the TDP
minister has resigned on this issue.

Repercussions in Andhra Pradesh

After the setback in the elections, Chandrababu Naidu had
come to the conclusion, keeping the forthcoming assembly
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elections in mind, that if he has an alliance with the BJP which has
secured 18.5 per cent votes, he would be able to win. All his
tactics are therefore, aimed at achieving this objects. He, however,
ignores the fact that given his position he will lose the 10 per cent
votes of the Left parties and more than [1 per cent votes of the
minorities. But he seems to be under pressure from various
quarters. Many of the youth that were earlier attrocted towards the
TDP now seems to have shifted towards the BIP.

Subsequently, two delegations of minorities came to Delhi to
have discussions with various parties of the United Front. One of
them advocated that to meet this challenge of the BJP, the UF and
the Congress should unite and the other advocated that the UF
should strengthen itself only then will it be able to rally the
minorities. We took a firm position that there is no question of
unity with the Congress. We are prepared to take initiative for
strengthening the United Front there and mobilise different forces
which can be mobilized against the TDP-BJP alliance and in
opposition to the Congress. The UF constituents decided to hold
a big rally in Hyderabad so that different sections can be rallied
behind the UF. It is considered that this would help to consoli-
date the Left, democratic and secular forces emerging as a
third force.

The results of the 1998 Lok Sabha Elections have shown the
continued rightward shift in Indian politics which began about a
decadeaga The BIP has grown strong with an increased
pecentage of votes and seats. With its allies it has added on more
than 60 seats compared to the last elections. The growth of the
BJP is accompanied by the cotinuing decline of the Congress
Party. The rapid decline of the Congress in class terms has
brought about a shift of good sections of the big bourgeoisie and .
landlords in favour of the BJP. It is this shift towards the
reactionary party with a communal platform that has brought a
radical change in the situation.

Coming into existence of the BJP Government does not mean
that the BIP has succeeded in consolidating its position. They yet
do not fully feel secure.
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Situation of Instability Continues

The BJP is not satisfied with the result of the confidence vote
since the margin is very small and they had used all means to
come to power including money, offer of offices and positions and
promising various things to various people. Now they have allied
with 22 parties. These parties have different perceptions on
different issues and their positions are contradictory to that of the
BJP. Their support cannot be taken for granted. As far as the states
in the North-East are concerned they are small states depending
on the support of the Centre. They would join hands with whoever
comes to power at the Centre. Their outlook and culture is
different from that of the BJP. The other parties want to get the
maximum out of this arrangement. Jayalalitha is dictating terms.
She has got 8 ministers and wants some more to be inducted. She
is pressing for some issues which are not easy for the BJP to
accede. The Vajpayee Government is under pressure from two
quarters. While Vajpayee was stating that he had only one agenda
that is the National Agenda, Advani and S.S. Bhandari came out
openly stating that they have their own agenda that of the BJP and
they are not in a position to pursue it since they do not have the
majority. The VHP has given a time of two years for the
construction of the temple. The BJP in UP has declared that
construction of the temple is high on its agenda. Apart from this
different regional parties are focussing on their problems which
can come in conflict with their allies in the neighbouring states-
Jayalalitha has raised the question of Cauveri waters and the
Mulaperiyar dam whereas Chandrababu Naidu has raised the
issue of Alamati dam. These issues are not easily resolvable. In
many other states, other such demands are being raised. Thus
pressures are bound to mount on the government. Apart from this,
among those who have not been made ministers, discontent i
bound to be there. Realizing this situation, the BJP is trying t©
organize defections from within the constituents of the UF like
the SP, from the RJD and the Congress Party. .

Caste factor has also emerged as an important factor If
electoral politics which instead of concentrating on ameliorating
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the conditions of the oppressed sections aggravates the caste
divisions in society.

Both these challenges can be met by bold initiatives of the
United Front. Many new forces which cherish secular values and
stand for unity of the country must be rallied together.

Changed Situation and Tasks

During the last two years, big changes have taken place in the
political situation. The monopoly of power enjoyed by the
Congress in the past has been broken. As a traditional party of the
ruling bourgeois-landlord classes, the Congress is rapidly losing
ground. The BJP, on the other hand, is growing and sections of the
bourgeois-landiord classes are rallying behind it. The Congress
and the BJP today enjoy a nearly equal support base in terms of
the percentage of votes polled.

The decline of the Congress does not mean that its class
character has changed. It remains a party of the ruling classes
against whom we shall have to wage a political battle. The BJP
which has emerged as a major party has, as its ideological and
philosophical basis, the pernicious theory of ‘Hindu Rashtra’.
This suits the interests of imperialism and sections of the ruling
classes but is disruptive of national unity and social harmony in a
country as diverse and plural as ours. Its ideological basis is
contrary to the fundamental pillars of secular democracy which
forms the basis of independent India’s Constitution. Its
assumption of the reins of State power poses great dangers both to
national unity and to the democratic movement.

It is based on such an understanding that the last Central
Committee meeting decided that in the case of BJP being
defeated in the confidence motion and in the event of the
Congress being prepared to lead an alternative government and if
our support is solicited, we shall support such efforts.

No question arises of having any front or alliance with the
Congress. But in order to prevent the BJP from consolidating its
hold over State power, and the infiltration of administration that it
seeks to do, we had decided to support the Congress, if and when
the situation arises, from the outside.
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A proper appreciation of the dangers posed by a communal
party holding the reins of state power must be made. It is not
accidental that the BJP is getting a favourable response from
imperialist countries which have promptly welcomed the formation
of this government. Further, both the bourgeois-landlord ruling
classes and imperialism would not prefer any government which
requires the support of the Left. They will make all efforts to foil
such a possibility.

A pro-imperialist party based on a rightist communal ideology
taking hold of state power in its hands has serious implications
for the body politic of the country. Though having come to power
with the support of various allies and dropping of the communal
agenda from the national agenda, it is clear that the BJP i
pursuing its own agenda through different ministries.

Within days of assuming power, the administrative and
personnel changes that have been made go to show that they
intend to penetrate the administration by which the levers of
power remain in their hands even when they .are out of power
Such an attempt was noticeable even earlier. It is not accidental
that 94 retired army officers and many bureaucrats joined the BIP
on the eve of the elections.

The various fronts of the RSS are carrying on their agenda with
the support of State power. The VHP has revealed that the
construction of the temple to be erected at Ayodhya is proceeding
at a fast pace in various workshops in Rajasthan and Uttfir
Pradesh. The Bajrang Dal has announced its decision to traf
Hindu youth in every block of the country to combat “th_e
activities of Christian missionaries and cultural invaders™. It 15
clear that the national agenda is merely a mask hiding the
implementation of their hidden agenda. Even the Prime Ministef
has declared that he is guided by the party and they shall
implement their agenda once they have their majority. The
various constituents of the present government will be shown the
door when the BJP is able to muster such a majority. By that time,

however, immense harm would have been done to the secular
fabric of our country.
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In foreign policy matters, whatever achievements the United
Front Government had made with regard to improving relations
with neighbours is sought to be undone. The recent statements of
the Defence Minister clearly indicate the anti-China stance of the
government at a time when our country took the initiative and
achieved considerable success in improving relations with China.

The BJP has retained absolute control of three key ministries—
Home, Information and Broadcasting and Human Resource
Development. Through these, they seek to penetrate the
administration as well as transform the secular content of the
education system and control the media.

Such developments pose a great danger not only to our secular
fabric but to the democratic movement as well. The pursuit of
such policies and the consequent disruption of national unity is
bound to breed insecurity amongst the minorities leading to a

.spurt in minority fundamentalism. This, in turn, would benefit
majority communalism making both feed on each other with
serious repercussions. Further, the spread of communal poison
will seek to disrupt the unity of the toiling people—the working
class, agricultural labour and poor peasantry. That very unity
which we seek to strengthen and on that basis to advance towards
people’s democracy. Such are the dangers that cannot be
underestimated.

In order to meet this challenge, a powerful Left democratic
secular movement needs to be built. Taking the country as a
whole, the CPI(M) and the Left movement is a powerful force
only in three states. In other parts, we need to strengthen our
relations with secular democratic alhes. It is in this context that
the relevance of the United Front arises. The UF 1s not a class
alliance which can take us forward in the pursuit of people’s
democratic revolution. The UF is an electoral alternative to meet a
concrete situation developing in the country. In the absence of
such a third alternative, many of the regional forces may be forced
to rally behind the BJP or the Congress. With the consolidation of
its hold over State power, the BJP is seeking precisely to do this
and disrupt the UF and isolate the Left. They used the TDP and
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through it tried to create a national front. This attempt, however,
we succeeded in foiling.

Such a third alternative was what we have been advocating
since the 14th Party Congress in Madras. This cannot be confused
with the Left Democratic Front, which we speak of in our Party
Programme. This is an electoral front and in the process of new
developments certain parties may leave and certain new parties
may join.

The Congress Party representing the bourgeois-landlord classes,
despite its compromising attitude towards communalism still has
a mass base, which by an large is secular. On issues of struggle
against communalism and oin foreign policy issues, this mass can
be drawn. Though its class nature remains the same, the Congress
is different from the BJP in the sense that it is not avowedly based
on a communal ideology.

In the absence of strengthening a third alternative, the
minorities gripped by a sense of growing insecurity may rally
behind the Congress, as their consciousness, unfortunately,
remains at the level of mere defence of minorities. Hence, undef
these circumstances, we shall have to concentrate our efforts to
strengthen this third alternative.

Even after the 78 years of our existence, tremendous sacrifices
made during the freedom struggle and after our electoral strength
is confined mainly to only three states. In the Hindi-speaking
states, the Party continues to remain weak. The mass of the people
in these areas are still under the impact of feudal ideology-
Though we organize struggles on economic issues from time {0
time, our political and ideological campaigns and struggles
weak. Sufficient attention must be paid to politic:al—ideolog‘cal
campaigns in order to heighten the consciousness of the Party
ranks and the people. In spite of a large membership of the mass
organizations, effective advance in large areas of the country 15
not being achieved. The task of developing independent mass
organizations of the toiling people on the basis of a concrete study
of the concrete conditions must be undertaken.

While concentrating our fire against the dangers posed bY
communalism, we have to simultaneously ensure that the POpular
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discontent which is bound to grow further against the economic
policies should be channelized behind the Left democratic secular
forces. The BJP is following the same economic policies and its
slogan of Swadeshi, it is now increasingly clear, was coined only
to deceive the people. The recent export import policy, its
declarations to amend the Patents Act and privatization of the
insurance sector are all indicative of completely toeing the IMF-
World Bank prescriptions. The popular discontent against this is
bound to grow. But this discontent will not rally behind the Left
and democratic forces automatically. The BJP would seek to
divert this discontent on the lines of communalism and jingoism.
It is only when a poweful struggle is conducted that the mass of
the people will rally behind the Left and democratic forces. Such
struggles, however, will not be conducted by many of our secular
democratic allies who in their states are pursuing similar policies.
The Left should take the initiative to draw the masses behind
these parties into these struggles.

Under these circumstances, the Left, of which our Party is a
main component, will have to play an important role in
safeguarding the unity and integrity of the country, its social
harmony and secular fabric, protecting the mass of the people
from further economic assaults and advancing the rights and
interests of the people. We have to undertake the following tasks
immediately.

First, to expose the designs of the BJP and its communal allies.
We have to intensify the ideological campaign against the
communal agenda which is disruptive of national unity. In this
campaign, we must make all efforts to rally as many democratic
and secular forces as possible.

Secondly, a militant campaign against the economic policies
that mortgage the country’s economic sovereignty and impose
greater hardship on the people. The concrete impact of these
policies on various sections should be properly studied and
correct slogans worked out accordingly. This requires the
strengthening of the Party’s mass organizations and for
that purpose proper allocations of cadres at all levels has to be
made.
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Thirdly, the Party itself has to strengthen its ideological and
political content. Improvement of the circulation of the Party
organs and other periodicals along with regular ﬁrogrammes of
Party education has to be undertaken systematically at all levels.

The coming three months—May to July—must be utilized for
implementing these tasks through a powerful mass campaign.

It is the fulfillment of these tasks which can enable us to face
the present situation and meet the challenges posed by a
communal party holding State power which is pursuing the same
economic policies of liberalization.
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ANNEXURE-1
Partywise Percentage of Votes Polled in
1996 and 1998 Lok Sabha Elections
PARTY 1996 Seats won 1998 Seats won
in 1996 n 1998
Congress(I) 28 8 140 25 88 14}
BJP 2029 161 25.47 180
JD 8.08 46 3.25 6
CPI(M) 6.12 32 518 32
CPl1 197 12 1175 9
Forward Bloc 0.37 3 033 2
RSP 052 4 055 5
SP 2 86 16 495 20
TDP 2.97 16 2.78 12
DMK 215 17 145 6
T™C 219 20 }.41 3
AGP 0.76 5 0.29 0
Congress (T) 1.46 4 — 0
Samata 2.17 8 1.77 12
HVP 0.35 3 024 |
Shiv Sena 1.43 i5 178 6
BSP 3064 i1 4.68 5
TDP(LP) 097 0 —_ —
AJADMK 0.64 0 1 84 18
MM 0.31 1 036 0
SAD (Akah) 0.76 8 082 8
AC — — 005 2
AlIC(S) — — 0.12 I
ASDC —_ — 0.05 |
JKN — —_ 0.15 2
JP — — 012 |
KEC(M) —_ —_ 0.10 |
MUL —_ — 0.22 2
PMK — — 042 4
RPI — — 0137 4
SDF — — 003 1
AIMIM —_ —_ 013 |
AIRJP —_ —_ 056 i
BID — —_ 1.00 9
HLD(R) —_ — 0.53 4
LS — — 0.69 3
MDMK — —_ 044 3
MSCP —_ — 005 1
PWPI — _ 007 I
RID — —_ 2.71 17
SJP(R) —_ — 0.32 i
UMFA — —_ 0.10 {
WBTC — —_ 2.43 7
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ANNEXURE-.
All-India Partywise Results
General Elections, 1998

PARTY Contested Won
BJP 388 180
INC 477 141
CPI(M) 70 32
SP 163 20
ADMK 23 18
RID 116 17
SAP 57 12
TDP 35 12
BJD 12 9
CPI 58 9
SAD 8 8
WBTC 29 7
DMK 18 6
SHS 79 6
D 191 6
RSP 5 5
BSP 250 5
HLD(R) 7 4
PMK 5 4
RPI 20 4
LS 33 3
TMC 20 3
MDMK 5 3
FBL 4 2
AC 2 2
IUML 7 2
HVP 4 ]
AIRJP 39 |
AIMIM 1 1
AICC(S) 9 i
UMFA 1 1
SIP(B) 21 1
SDF 1 I
PWPI 2 |
MSCP 2 !
ASDC : 1
KC(M) 1 1
P 16 1
IND 475 6
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ANNEXURE-3
Votes Polled by CPI(M) in
1998 General Elections
STATES Seats Seats Votes % ot
Contested Won Polled Votes
Andhra Pradesh 3 0 921972 2 89
Assam 2 0 274003 327
Bihar 4 0 147713 040
Haryana 1 0 25366 034
Karnataka 1 0 8127 004
Kerala 9 6 3121636 21.00
Madhya Pradesh 2 0 28313 otl
Maharashtra 3 0 190850 061
Onssa 2 0 54217 0.41
Punjab 3 0 96893 1.06
Rajasthan 2 0 225822 1.28
Tamil Nadu 2 0 161452 0.63
Tripura 2 2 668736 48 80
Uttar Pradesh 2 0 126856 023
West Bengal 32 24 12931639 35.41
Andaman & Nicobar i 0 8272 567
Total: 71 32 18991867 5.18




110

On The Dilatory Tactics of
BJP-Shiv Sena
Government in Maharashtra*

Statement Dated April 22, 1998
Issued by The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the dilatory
tactics being employed by the BJP-Shiv Sena Government if
Mabharashtra in further delaying in making public the findings of
the Srikrishna Commission Report. Justice Srikrishna had given
the 700-page report to the government on February 16, on the p9§f-
Babri Masjid demolition communal riots that rocked Mumbai in
1992-93. .

It is clear that the state government is suppressing the reportif
order to shield many top leaders of the BJP-Shiv Sena who wef¢
responsible for the worst communal riots in which thousands of
people lost their lives and were uprooted. The Chief Minister has,
once again, violated the assurance he gave that the report would be
tabled in the Assembly in the current budget session.

The BJP-Shiv Sena Government cannot be allowed to subvert
democracy in such a blatant manner. The country and the Pe(’ple
not only have the right to know as to who were the perso.ﬂs
responsible for perpetrating such ghastly crimes against humanity
but also to demand that the guilty should be punished. Thf
BJP-Shiv Sena combine’s culpability in protecting the guilty 1
now thoroughly exposed.

The CPI(M) demands immediate publication of this report and
firm action against those found guilty. The CPI(M) calls upon ?“
its units to expose the nefarious game of the communal forces

defending those guilty of engineering the gruesome communal riots
that rocked Mumbai in 1992-93,

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, Apnl 26. 1998.



On BJP’s Politicizing Institution
of Governor*

Statement Dated April 23, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the attempts
being made by the BJP-led Government to politicize the institution
of the Governor. The manner in which the resignations of some
Governors have been obtained before the end of their tenure, and
the choice of the new appointments, totally expose the blatant
manner in which the BJP is seeking to politicize this institution
and use it for its narrow partisan ends. Ironically, the President’s
Address to the joint session of Parliament had assured the country
the contrary.

The apopointment of Shri S S Bhandari as the Governor of Bihar
is_particularly obnoxious. Shri Bhandari is a leading member of
the RSS, leader of the BJP in the Rajya Sabha, and was widely
tipped as one of those who could have replaced Mr. Advani as the
BJP president. The appointment of such an active politician as the
Governor of a state, where one of the BJP’s long-standing allies is
demanding the dismissal of the state government, is indeed a blatant
subvérsion of democracy and democratic institutions.

Such a gross abuse of power by the BJP to further the narrow
partisan political interests can only undermine the sanctity and
authority of democratic institutions.

*Published m “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY™, New Delhi, May 3. 1998
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On Evil Designs of The BJP
In Regard to The Basic Features
of The Constitution*

Statement Dated April 27, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

In the course of his lecture on “the need for a review of the
Constitution” delivered at Patna. Shri Advani, the president of the
BIP and Union Home Minister of the BIP Government, has made
many remarks which expose the evil designs of the BJP with regard
to the basic features of the Constitution.

While the process of initiating a review of the constitution itself
calls for wide consultations and debates in the parliament and
outside, Mr. Advani, in the name of explaining the need for sucha
review, has expressed many definite views on the nature of the
changes which are on the BJP’s “Agenda”. Mr. Advani has clearly
elaborated on the terms of reference of the review committee, in
course of which the presidential form of government, instead of
the parliamentary form, is projected forcefully. Though he declares
that the basic features of the Constitution would not be disturbed,
he has clearly indicated that in the BJP’s view, the parliamentary
form of government is not a basic feature!

The CPI(M) has been opposing the presidential form on two
important grounds, amongst others. Firstly, this form leads to total
undermining of the role of elected representatives and will result
in all power, in effect, being concentrated in the hands of one
individual. This will be a total denial of the true spirit of democracy.
Secondly, the introduction of such a presidential system in India—
a vast country with numerous nationalities, ethnic groups,
languages, cultures and traditions—can seriously harm national
unity based on the principle of unity in diversity.

*Published 1 “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”. New Delht, May 3, 1998
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In the last few years, whenever political difficulties came to the
forefront, some unprincipled politicians had put forward the
proposal for adopting the presidential form in India. But most
political parties and democratic opinion had firmly rebuffed all
such sinister moves.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the Home
Minister’s proposals. The Polit Bureau appeals to all democratic
political parties and the public opinion to firmly stand up and defeat
BJP’s evil intentions to scuttle the Indian Constitution.
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CPI(M) Condemns Fascistic Attack on
Renowned Painter M. F. Hussein in
Mumbai by Bajrang Dal Activists*

Statement Dated May 2, 1998
Issued by The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the attack by
Bajrang Dal activists on the residence of renowned painter and
artist M. F. Hussein in Mumbai. This is not the first time that Mr.
Hussein has been a victim of rabid intolerance of the Hind}l
communalists. Earlier, Shiv Sena activists had destroyed Hussein's
paintings at an art gallery in Ahmedabad last year. _

On this occasion the Bajrang Dal activists, on the basis of
report in a local tabloid, ransacked Mr. Hussein’s house and some
of the half-complete paintings. Clearly, they had the support and
patronage of the local BJP MLA in this action. o

Such extreme cases of intolerance, smacking of fascistic
behaviour, were also in evidence recently when the renowned
Pakistani singer Ghulam Ali and others were prevented from
performing in Mumbai. The stated reason was an inflammatory
communal one. Shockingly, the leaders of the State Government
in Maharashtra have defended such vandalism. It is indeed an irony
that just recently a goodwill bhangra troupe had visited Pakistan.

It is obvious that such extreme cases of intolerance are seeking
to browbeat intellectuals and artists into falling in line with the
communal ideology of the ruling party. It is inconceivable that such
actions could succeed if the law and order machinery was alerted.
The fact that they are allowed to get away with such an action,
shows the patronage being extended to them by the communal
forces which are controlling State power today.

Such developments do not augur well for the future of secular
democracy in India. While condemning such attacks, the CPI(M)
Polit Bureau calls upon the governments, both at the Centre and m
Maharashtra, to strictly follow the rule of law and the constitutional

norms. The Ingilan people will not allow such intolerant browbeating
and intimidation.

*Published in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, May 10. 1998. ‘Bajrang Dal’
1s the Youth Wing of the RSS
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CPI(M) on Countrywide College and
University Teachers’ Struggle for
Revision of Salaries*

Statement Dated May 5, 1998
Issued by The Polit Bureau of The CP1(M)

The continuing deadlock on the question of revision of salaries of
college and university teachers is causing much hardship to tens of
thousands of students, who are facing examinations and to their
anxious parents.

In this situation, the Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) calls upon the
ministry of human resources development to conduct urgént
negotiations with the representatives of various college and
university teachers’ organizations throughout the country to find a
satisfactory solution at the very earliest.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, May 10, 1998.
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CPI(M) On Nuclear Tests on
May 13, 1998*

Statement Dated May 13, 1998
Issued by The Polit Bureau of The CPI{M)

The BJP-led Government is adopting a course on India’s vital
nuclear policy which marks a departure from the earlier widely
accepted approach which has been in place for more than {.wo
decades. Five nuclear tests have been conducted in quick succession
at Pokhran in the last few days. The Vajpayee Government has
neither consulted nor cared to inform the national political parties
and the people what has occasioned such a precipitate action. These
tests make it obvious that the Vajpayee Government is going towards
the BJP's manifesto pledge to “exercise the option to induct nuclear
weapons.” Such a unilateral change of policy is being effected l?}’ a
Government which has a precarious majority and whose stability
itself is not established. ‘

The implications of the new policy for peace in South Asi2 anﬁ
the potential of a nuclear arms race in the region is somnething whie
should concern all peace loving and patriotic citizens.

The USA and western nations which possess nuclear weapoftlft
and those who have upheld the unequal nuclear order have no g
to impose sanctions on India. o od

The Vajpayee Government has also indicated that it IS prepas t
to consider signing up with the Comprehensive Test Ban Tre.aaz
(CTBT). Here again, the nationally accepted position is not 0 SIltD:S
discriminatory treaties which impinge on India’s sovereignty- "
imperative that the Vajpayee Government take all the parties .
the people into confidence before making any major departuf®
policy matters which are vital to the country’s interests.

“Publnhed m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY”. New Dethi, May 17, 1998



CPI(M)’s Stand: India Should Not
Induct Nuclear Weapons*

Statement Dated May 15, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

It is a matter of great indignation that the Prime Minister, keeping
the people and the political parties in the dark regarding the
reasons leading to the reversal of India’s long-established nuclear
policy, has chosen to write about the same to the US President
even before the second round of tests on May 13, 1998.

There had never been any doubt regarding the capacities of the
Indian scientists in developing our indigenous capabilities in the
field of nuclear technology. In fact, these tests would not have
been possible but for the continuous work during the last
24 years since the first nuclear test.

While recognizing India’s capacities and internal strength
in this field, successive governments had chosen not to
make nuclear weapons but to keep the nuclear option open,
without jeopardizing our national security, as a commitment to
India’s long-cherished goal for achieving universal nuclear
disarmament. The BJP, which all along adopted a strident
jingoistic position, advocated inducting nuclear weapons. The
BJP-led Government, however, assured that such a step would be
taken after a comprehensive review of our security concerns. It
has now gone back on its own assurance that it made to the
Indian people by this unilateral reversal. And this has been done
by a government which has a precarious majority and yet to
prove its stability.

The earlier policy which stood India in good stead in the past
has now been reversed. The BJP-led Government has to answer
to the Indian people as to what dramatic changes have occurred in

*Pubhished in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, May 24, 1998.
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our threat perception during the few weeks after it assumed
office. It is clear that the BJP is pursuing a domestic polincal
agenda of whipping up jingoism. This is more than clear by its
call for celebrations and the simultaneous publication (on May 11)
of the RSS mouthpiece, Organiser, exhorting India to become a
nuclear weapon state.

Such a policy, apart from undermining the long-standing
independent foreign policy of India, severely jeopardizes the
ongoing initiatives taken by India towards improving relations
with our neighbours. It negates the advances made during the
period of the United Front Government. At one stroke the
BJP-led Government has harmed the atmosphere of good
relations being built. The strident anti-China campaign feverses
the important initiatives for reduction in arms build-up and. the
confidence-building measures that the two countries have arrived
at after a decade of diplomatic efforts. The consequences of
nuclear arms race in the subcontinent will have a disastrous
effect on the Indian economy and the livelihood of millions of
working Indians.

While mounting an aggressive anti-China campaign in hs
letter to the US President, the Prime Minister has delibera‘?’y
ignored the long-standing threat perception of India concerning
the US nuclear military base in Diego Garcia. This Indian Ocean
island base has been used by the USA in the Guif war af‘d 1s
weapons have a range that cover India. Such deliberate silence
about imperialist military manoeuvres and support to anti-Jnd?
extremist activities reflects the pro-imperialist shift in India?
policy. Increased tensions in South Asia will enable the USA®
actively intervene in the regjon. .

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly protests against the
sanctions being imposed on India by the western powers:
nuclear weapon states and others who have all along SuPponedm(:
unequal and discriminatory nuclear order in the world have :1]
right, moral or otherwise, to impose sanctions on India. s
sections of the people will unitedly reject any intimidatory {2¢
directed against India.
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The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) warns the BJP-led Government
that the people of the country will not tolerate further attacks on
their livelihood through further ‘liberalization’ and opening up of
the economy to foreign capital in the name of combating the
sanctions. Already the government has announced the decision to
offer counter guarantees, like in the case of Enron, to three
multinational companies for power projects. Accelerating this
disastrous course will not combat the effect of sanctions but, on
the contrary, will make India more vulnerable to imperialist
economic pressures jeopardizing the country’s economic
sovereignty and simultaneously imposing greater burdens on the
working people. The arms race, at the same time, will both divert
scarce resources away from compelling economic needs and
divert people’s attention away from pressing problems.

Using the sanctions, greater pressures will be mounted on India
by imperialism to sign the unequal and discriminatory treaties
like the NPT and the CTBT. The BJP-led Government will not be
allowed to capitulate on India’s long-standing consensual
decision of not signing these treaties.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) demands that the BJP-led
Government openly declare that it shall not induct nuclear
weapons and build a nuclear arsenal triggering a nuclear arms
race in the subcontinent. This is not in the interests of the
country and the people. Further, the government should
categorically assure the Indian people that it shall not submit to
imperialist pressures to be party to unequal and discriminatory
international treaties.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) calls upon all peace-loving
patriots to rally together in carrying forward India’s
long-cherished desire to rid this planet of all nuclear weapons and
force the government to adopt positions which will help preserve

peace and security in the region and strengthen good-neighbourly
relations.



CPI(M) Criticizes Advani’s
Sabre-Rattling*

Statement Dated May 19, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly criticizes the statement
made by the Union Home Minister L. K. Advani linking the
finding of a lasting solution to the Kashmir problem to India
becoming a nuclear weapon state. The Home Minister has spoken
about "a qualitatively new stage in Indo-Pak relations” after
India’s decision to become a nuclear weapon state.

India has been strongly condemning the Pakistani ruling.C'lrdes
for interfering in Kashmir and propping up the extremist and
violent activities there. It is perfectly legitimate 0 take fim
measures to deal with such activities in the state of ]ammu'&
Kashmir. But to indulge in nuclear sabre-rattling to deal with
Indo-Pakistan relations is totally unwarranted which can lead 10
dangerous consequences.

Following the earlier statement of the Prime Minister that India
will use nuclear weapons in self-defence, the statement of the
Home Minister sends out wrong signals that India is prepared ©
use the nuclear issue as a factor in settling disputes ¥
neighbours.

The manner in which the BJP leadership is using the i85 d
nuclear weapons makes it clear that this is part of the overall plan
to fulfil the Hindutva agenda. :

The bomb, just as the Ram temple, is seen as @ weapor !
the armoury of the RSS-led combine. Already, the Ynsf;:’;
Hindu Parishad has announced plans for the building of 2 Sh g
Peeth” (memorial) at Pokhran, which will be used for relig®”
mobilization.

*Published 1n "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY"; New Delht, May 24, 1998
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The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) calls upon all sections of the
people to be wary of such sectarian and divisive designs. The
Vajpayee Government has taken steps to reverse India’s
long-standing policies and resort to jingoism which is no
substitute for nationally accepted policies.
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CPI(M) On The Railway Budget
1998-99*

Statement Dated May 30, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly opposes the steep hike i
passenger fares imposed in the Union Railway Budget proposals
for 1998-99. Out of the Rs. 400 crore increase in fares, Rs. 350
crore will have to be borne by the second class passengers of
ordinary, mail and express trains. Suburban rail passengers have
also not been spared.

While the freight charges have not been increased, the whole
burden to meet the deficit in revenue earnings and expenditure has
been passed on to the ordinary people.

The budget proposes a substantial hike in the annual plan outlay,
which is fixed at Rs. 9,500 crore. This is Rs. 120 crore more than
last year. However, to garner resources for the plan, Rs. 2,900 crore
are to be raised through market borrowings which makes it doubtful
that such a plan target can be met. .

In order to rationalize railway expansion, the Railway Ministef
has sought to give priority to the projects which can be economically
profitable. Such a narrow approach would endanger the emphass
given to the development of railways in the north-eastern region
and other backward regions in the past two years.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) demands that the proposed fare
hike for second class passengers of all categories be rescinded. It

calls upon all Party units to mobilize the people to protest against
this new burden.

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, June 7. 1998



CPI(M) On The 1998-99 Union
Budget Proposal*

Statement Dated June 1, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The budget presented by the BJP-led Government is neither
“Swadeshi” nor growth-oriented. By relying on resource
mobilization through increase in indirect taxes, the budget spares
the rich and imposes greater burdens on the working people. The
opening up of the insurance sector and stepped-up privatization of
public sector further undermines our country’s self-reliance. The
hike in railway fares, alongwith a hike in petrol and postal rates,
will further erode the living conditions of the Indian people. This,
in turn, will further deflate domestic demand accentuating the
current recessionary conditions.

In an attempt to pander to the interests of foreign capital and
domestic big business, Finance Minister Yashwant Sinha has
presented a budget which is not merely lacklustre and
unimaginative, but also patently anti-poor. What is more, the
document does not address the basic fiscal crisis facing the
government. The revenue deficit, which stood at 3.1 per cent of
GDP in the fiscally disastrous year 1997-98, remains virtually at
the same level in the budget for 1998-99. This is largely because
no effort has been made to mobilize additional revenues from direct
taxes. In fact, the direct-indirect tax balance has been tilled sharply
in favour of the latter, which impinges heavily on the common
people rather than the rich. What is more, within indirect taxes it is
excise rather than customs duties that account for a dominant share
of additional resources mobilized.

This is surprising in view of the fact that the new Exim policy
had moved 340 commodities to the OGL list and the government

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY™, New Delhi, June 7, 1998.
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had clarified that the interests of the domestic producers would be
taken care of through appropriate import tariffs. Not only has the
government not fulfilled this promise, it has put domestic producers
at a disadvantage through a sharper increase in excise duties. The
hike in the excise duty on petrol will push up costs directly and
will have a cascading effect on prices of a wide range of goods.
The impact this would have on the competitiveness of India’s
languishing exports will have damaging consequences such as

uncertainty regarding the exchange rate, especially in the wake of

the South East Asian crisis and the post-bomb sanctions. Thus, not

only has the government attacked the living standards of the poor

through levies which affect them immediately, it has also forsaken

its Swadeshi plank.

In keeping with the pro-rich bias of the budget, the Finance
Minister has taken measures which hand over prime public assets
to private operators and take over the debt default of big business.
Besides continuing with the disinvestment of assets (now 0 the
extent of 74 per cent of the total), the government has taken two
major decisions. First, it would divest 51 per cent of the equity 9f
Indian Airlines and virtually hand over the most successful domestic
airlines to the private sector. Second, it has decided to open up the
insurance sector to “domestic” private firms, without specifymg
what would constitute a domestic entity. While the private sector
is being favoured with access to prime public assets, the governmf:n(
has decided to transfer the non-performing assets of banks, which
are mainly debts on which big business has defaulted, to an agency
which with government guarantees would seek to securitise and
sell this debt. Since the value at which such sale would occur Wof’lfi
not equal the original value of the debt, it amounts to an impl!Clt
write-off of credit provided by public sector banks to defaulting
business houses.

This direction in policy of the BJP-led Government is conﬁnnéd
by its decision to “separate” labour from assets in pubhi
corporations, by providing resources for a “golden handshflke
scheme, and then selling the assets that remain to the privaté
sector. Together with the decision to do away with the Urban Land
Ceiling Act, this amounts to a decision to wipe out jobs close
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productive activity and encourage speculative sales of land and
other assets.

Despite this willingness to use inflationary means of finance
and sell prime public assets, the government, in order to sustain
moderate increase in central plan outlay, has not merely had to
rely on borrowing but has also had to squeeze budget support to
state and UT plans. Such support is slated to go up by 9 per cent in
nominal terms, which means virtual stagnation in real terms.

The opening up to multinationals, the winding up of the public
sector, the encouragement to speculators and the attack on the
working people are what the BJP Government really stands for—
a fact which no amount of jingoism can conceal.



On Victory of Panchayat Elections
in West Bengal

Statement Dated June 1, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)*

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) warmly congratulates the rural
people of West Bengal for their overwhelming and firm supportto
the Left Front in the three-tier panchayat elections held in the state.
This victory for the Left Front and the CPI(M) is a reaffirmation
of confidence in the policies and performance of the Left Front
and its government. Policies in support of the rural poor in the
sphere of land reforms, and the democratic participation and rights
achieved for the entire rural people through the panchayat system
are a model for the whole country.

The election campaign for the panchayat polls saw a concerted
effort to malign and discredit the Left Front, particularly the
CPI(M). Almost the entire media in West Bengal joined in this
vicious campaign to launch scurrilous attacks and spread
disinformation. Despite these efforts, the Left Front has WoP
nearly 58 per cent of the seats for the Gram Panchayats, 67
per cent in the Panchayat Samitis (block level) and 88 per cent of
Zilla Parishad seats. The communal politics of the BJP has suffered
a big setback as it could win only a single seat among all the.seats
in the 16 Zilla Parishads and a meagre percentage of seats 1P the
Gram Panchayats despite its alliance with the Trinamul Congress.

In these elections, there was extensive use of money and muscle
power by the reactionary vested interests in favour of the T™C-
BJP combine, in a bid to dislodge the CPI(M) and the Left Front.
So far, 26 activists belonging to the CPI(M) have been killed and

many have suffered serious injuries in the attacks launched during
the campaign.

*Published 1n "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, June 7, 1998
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The Polit Bureau conveys its revolutionary greetings to all the
Party members and sympathizers for their courageous role in
fighting back successfully this all-out offensive of the reactionary
communal and right-wing forces in the state. The Polit Bureau is
confident that the Party will take all necessary measures to continue
the good work conducted through the panchayat system and to
forge links with all those sections of people who have remained
outside the ambit of the Left Front.
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On Sell-out of Maruti Udyog Limite
to Japanese Multinational, Suzuki*

Statement Dated June 9, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly disapproves the
surreptitious manner in which the BJP Government has enacted a
total sell-out of the Maruti Udyog Ltd, to the Japanese
multinational, Suzuki.

It needs to be recalled that when Suzuki tried to wrest control
of this premier Indian automobile giant, the United ETO"‘
Govérnment put up a stiff resistance and upheld the sovereignty
of our country and its economic self-reliance. Its strong stand was
supported by all political parties, including the BJP then.

However, now, in the name of "Swadeshi”, the BJP has
virtually handed over Maruti's management control on a platterto
the Suzuki in an out-of-court settlement. ;

Suzuki had earlier acquired control of 50 per cent of Marut$
equity. During the United Front Government period, they Were
seeking to enhance this to 80 per cent along with the full cor'ltrol
of management. This was not allowed. Now Suzuki has been givet
complete control without investing a single yen in the company:

This constitutes a total betrayal of India's interests. Further,
the clandestine manner in which such a decision has been pllShed
through, raises suspicions regarding the motives of the BIP.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly protests against such

sell-out of India's public assets which had been built by the Indian
people's labour.

*Published 1n "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhy, June 14 1998
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Communique Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

Following Its Meeting Held in New Delhi
on June 15-16, 1998

The Communist Party of India (Marxist) has called upon all its
units to forge a powerful movement against the nuclear arms and
observe August 6, the Hiroshima Day, as the day for complete
nuclear disarmament, against the nuclear weapons. This was
informed by the Party's General Secretary, Harkishan Singh
Surjeet, while he was addressing a Press conference at the Party
headquarters on June 17, 1998 after the two-day meeting of the
CPI(M) Polit Bureau on June 15-16, 1998. Underlining the
irresponsible statements made by those sitting in positions of power
after the explosions at Pokhran, Surjeet pointed out how these
explosions have harmed the country’s prestige among the
developing countries and caused a grave setback to the process
of normalization of relations with the neighbouring
countries.

On this issue, the CPI(M) has demanded that India must not go
in for making or deployment of nuclear weapons; that she must
refuse to sign the discriminatory treaties like the NPT and CTBT:
that she must decldre no-first-use of nuclear weapons, and that
she must run a powerful campaign for the complete elimination of
all nuclear weapons.

The main agenda of the CPI(M) Polit Bureau meeting was to
give a final shape to the draft political resolution for the 16th
Party Congress before presenting it in the coming meeting of the
Central Committee which will finalize it and issue it for pre-
Congress discussion among the Party ranks.

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY". New Delhi, June 21, 1998
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The Polit Bureau also called for intensification of struggle
against the budget proposals and welcomed the joint trade union
call of an industrial strike in West Bengal on July 3.

On the Avodhya issue, Surjeet came down heavily on the BJP
leaders who are speaking in different voices at the same time and
expressed apprehension that the Prime Minister's assurances about
abiding by the court verdict carry no conviction in view of the
Sangh Parivar's past record of breaking the assurances given to
the National Integration Council, to the government and
Parliament, to the Supreme Court and to the people of the country.
Pointing to the pre-fabrication work going on in Ayodhya and in
Sirohi, Rajasthan, he said that the BJP-RSS move to construct a
temple at the Babri site would only jeopardize the country's unity.
While refusing to demand the dismissal of the UP and Rajasthan
Governments for their active support to the pre-fabrication work,
Surjeet underlined the need to forge a broad-based mass awareness
campaign on the issue. .

Surjeet also described as wrong the demand for dismissal of
the Bihar Government and said the Article 356 must be used
only when there is a threat to the nation's integrity. In this context,
he lambasted the Central Government's move to send teams to
the states in the name of studving the law and order situation
there, and described it as an authoritarian move. Earlier. Surjeet
described the brutal murder of CPI(M) MLA, Comrade Ajit
Sarkan and other Party members as an instance not only of
criminalization of politics but of the obnoxious nexus between
tll:e landlords, criminals, officials and the rulin g class parties in
the state.

The Polit Bureau communique issued on this occasion
follows:

Gujarat Cyclone

The Polit Bureau expressed its deep sorrow at the heavy loss of
life_and destruction wrought by the cyclone which hit the coast of
G“J‘”“t; The port town of Kandla has suffered the worst
devastation. The state administration of the BJP-led Government
has failed to gear up to tackle the calamity in these crucial days.
There is a danger of epidemic diseases in Kandla and other areas.
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Vaccines are not available. The relief and rehabilitation work has
to be stepped up in a big way.

CPI(M)'s 16th Congress

The Polit Bureau finalized the draft political resolution to be
placed for discussion before the Central Committee meeting at
Delhi from July 16 to 18, 1998. After the Central Committee
finalizes it, the draft will be released for discussion amongst the
Party ranks. The CPI(M)'s constitution stipulates that the draft must
be subjected to an inner-party discussion before the Party Congress,
for which purpose it is to be released at least two months before
the Congress convenes. The Party Congress will be held at Calcutta
from October Sto |1, 1998.

Bihar Killing

The Polit Bureau strongly condemned the murder of Comrade
Ajit Sarkar, CPI(M) MLA and member of the Bihar State
Committee of the Party. This heinous killing by the agents of the
landlords and their political representatives should not go
unpunished. Comrade Ajit Sarkar was a symbol of the CPI(M)-
led land struggles in Purnea district for decades. Recently, a strong
movement was launched on the land illegally held by the sitting
BJP MP who himself is a big landlord. The Polit Bureau of the
CPI(M) demands a high-level judicial enquiry into this ghastly
murder. The Polit Bureau is confident that the struggle for land
and wages which were carried out under the leadership of Ajit
Sarkar in Purnea district, will continue and intensify in the coming
days all over Bihar.

BJP's Dubious Stand on Temple Construction

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expressed its strong opposition
on the temple construction work by the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
going on at different centres in Uttar Pardesh (Ayodhya) and
Rajasthan. The preparatory building work has been going on under
the patronage of the BJP Governments in these two states. With
the BJP-led Government coming to power at the Centre, the work
has been speeded up. The Left parties' parliamentary delegation
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which visited Ayodhya has confirmed that the construction work
is being carried out not far away from the site where the Babri
Mas;jid stood.

The Prime Minister’s effort to allay apprehensions on this score,
by saying that the government is committed to implementing the
court order, does not carry any conviction given the track record
of the BJP leadership's assurances in 1992 regarding the protection
of the Babri Masjid. The BJP leadership, however, has made it
clear that its aim is to build a temple at the disputed site. The BJP
vice-president, K L Sharma, has categorically stated that if the
court verdict is adverse to the construction of the temple at the
disputed site, then the BJP will get a legislation passed in
Parliament to facilitate this. This is an open declaration that the
BJP-RSS combine is once again conspiring to subvert the rule of
law. With the BJP in the Central Government, the threat is real.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) calls for an immediate halt to
the construction work going on in both Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan. This is the only manner by which the Central
Government can put into practice the Supreme Court decision
that status quo will be maintained till a final verdict.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) calls upon all its units, unitedly
with other secular forces, to launch a campaign to alert the people
against these plans of the BJP-RSS-VHP combine.

Stop Nuclear Weaponization

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) reiterates its demand that the
Vajpayee Government should not go in for deployment of nuclear
weapons. The reversal of the long-standing nuclear policy has
harmed India's vital interests. The Polit Bureau strongly condemns
thg chauvinistic and aggressive postures adopted by various
ministers of the BIP-led Government who, through jingoistic
statements, recklessly disrupted the improvement of relations with
our neighbours. -

The CPI(M) and the Left parties have firmly opposed the
jingoistic turn given to the nuclear issue by the RSS and its outfits
like the VHP. The statement of the Union Home Minister and others
linking the solution of the Kashmir problem to India's nuclear
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weapon status has played into the hands of the Western powers
and Pakistan which seek to internationalize the 1ssue. This has
dealt a severe blow to Indian diplomatic efforts of nearly three
decades in making international community accept that the
solution to the Kashmir problem can be only through bilateral
discussions based on the Shimla Agreement. This government
cannot be allowed to succumb to such imperialist pressures to
internationalize the Kashmir issue.

The Polit Bureau strongly opposes the sanctions imposed on
India by the USA and some of its allies. The nuclear weapon states
and the G-8 countries have no business to impose sanctions on
India when they are themselves holding a monopoly of nuclear
weapons and seek to impose discriminatory treaties like the NPT
and the CTBT.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) calls upon all democratic and
peace-loving citizens to stand for a nuclear policy which is in
tune with our long-standing foreign policy of non-alignment and
peace. After the Pokhran tests, India should:

(a) not go in for deployment of nuclear weapons;

(b) refuse to sign discriminatory treaties like the CTBT and
the NPT;

(¢) declare no-first-use of nuclear weapons;

(d) campaign for non-discriminatory agreements to check
nuclear weapons proliferation and for achieving universal nuclear
disarmament.

The Polit Bureau welcomes the initiative taken by some eminent
citizens and various organizations to oppose the nuclear policy
being pursued by the Vajpayee Government. It calls upon all its
Party units to work for a broad-based movement against nuclear
weaponization and to observe August 6, which is Hiroshima Day,
as a day against nuclear weapons and for universal disarmament.

BJP Government's Authoritarian Streak

The decision of the Union Home Ministry to send Central teams
to assess the law and order situation in a state completely violates
the spirit of federalism and constitutes a gross interference in the
rights of the state governments. Law and order is a state subject
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under our Constitution. It is clear that the BJP is bent upon
politicizing Article 356 of the Constitution. It seeks to invoke this
article to further its political interests.

It is most scandalous that the Prime Minister chose to announce
the decision to despatch a BJP's party team to assess the situation
in West Bengal. This is a gross misuse of office by the Prime
Minister. The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) warns the BJP
Government that the people of India will not tolerate such attempts
to impose an authoritarian rule.

Budget Proposals

The Polit Bureau has come out strongly in opposition to the
budget proposals which have stepped up privatization of the public
sector leading to attacks on the working class and their
employment. It has also opposed the petroleum price hike and
sharp increases in excise duties on a large number of commodities
of daily use by the consumers, which will fuel inflation and all-
round price rise. The budget has given further concessions to the
rich while failing to deal with the economic difficulties which
will be accentuated by the sanctions imposed after the nuclear tests.
The sharp depreciation of the rupee will have a harmful effecton the
economy.

The manner in WhICh the Finance Minister and the government
are withdrawing their proposals is making a mockery of policy-
making in economic matters. It is clear that the government's pre-
occupation is its survival and hence, the country and the economy
are made to suffer to the tune of thousands of crores of rupeeS
The goof-up on the petrol prices is illustrative of the government’s
coim.plete incompetence. Worse, the working people are to pay for
this incompetence on top of the already announced heavy burdens
on them.

The CPI(M) will oppose the finance bill when it comes up in
Parliament in July. The Polit Bureau welcomes the decision of the
West Bengal trade unions to jointly call for an industrial strike on
July 3. The Polit Bureau calls upon all the Party units and mass

organizations to step up the movement against the budget
proposals.
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CPI(M) Condemns Murder of
Ajit Sarkar, Member of
Bihar Legislative Assembly*

Statement Dated June 15, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
strongly condemns the dastardly murder of its leader and sitting
MLA in the Bihar Assembly, Ajit Sarkar, along with three other
comrades, in Pumea district yesterday (June 14, 1998).
Ajit Sarkar was a member of the Bihar state committee of the
CPI(M) and a symbol of the CPI(M)-led land struggle in Purnea
district for many years. He has often been the target of the wrath
of the landlord elements and their private armies. This is the
handiwork of the landlord sections. Recently, land struggle had
intensified on the illegally held land of the sitting BJP MP of the
area. These landlord sections are supported by the ruling class
parties which, unable to face the political challenge, resorted to
these methods to eliminate Ajit Sarkar.

The CPI(M) demands a high-level judicial enquiry into the
killing of Ajit Sarkar. It also demands that the culprits be
apprehended and punished immediately.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) conveys its heartfelt
condolences to his wife Babli Sarkar, his two daughters and son.

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, June 21, 1998.
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CPI(M) Condemns Delay in
Introducing Women's Reservation
Bill in Parliament*

Statement Dated July 3; 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly opposes the decision of
the BJP-led Government to postpone introduction of the women's
reservation bill. By going back on its commitment to introduce
the bill in Parliament on July 3, 1998, the BJP has only exposed
its hypocritical stand on the issue of 33 per cent reservation for
women in legislatures.

The reason given by the Parliamentary Affairs Minister, that
some parties have conveyed their opposition to the bill, is a
meaningless pretext. It is well-known that a few parties are
opposed to one-third reservation for women, but all other major
national parties have made public commitments on this issue. It s
for the Vajpayee Government to press ahead with the legislation
and call upon these parties to stand by their promise to the
electorate.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) demands, therefore, that the
bill be introduced forthwith in Parliament without any delay.

*Published 1n "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhs, July 12, 1998
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On Delhi BJP Government's
Outrageous Move*

Statement Dated July 3, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The reported proposal by the Delhi BJP Government, to delete
churches from the list of places of worship is an intolerant and
outrageous move against the Christian community. As reported in
the Press, the pretext for such a step is that a permit is being
granted to the Catholic Church for procuring wine for use in
religious ceremonies in the churches.

It is well-known that wine is offered symbolically during
religious rites in the Catholic Church. To label this as serving
wine in churches, and hence to exclude churches from the
definition of places of worship, shows utmost intolerance and
trampling upon the religious rights of minorities.

The State Government in Delhi should immediately abandon
any such move and assure the citizens of all communities in Delhi
that their rights will be protected. The BJP should remember that
the Indian Constitution enjoins upon the state the responsibility to

ensure that all religious communities have the freedom to profess
and practise their religion.

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delh, July 12, 1998
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CPI(M) Demands Clarification by
BJP Government on Their Stand
on CTBT*

Statement Dated July 6, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

Reports have appeared in the Press, briefed by official sources,
that the Vajpayee Government is negotiating with the United
States about signing up on the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT). The terms and conditions on which the BJP-led
Government is negotiating, are being put out in vague terms,
without any clear position spelt out by the government.

On behalf of the government, Mr Jaswant Singh will be
meeting the US deputy secretary of state, Strobe Talbott, i
Frankfurt on July 9, to carry on further talks. It is significant that
these talks between the two sides are being conducted in 2
clandestine manner, in a third country, without the Indian people

and Parliament being told of the exact nature and scope of the
negotiations.

The United Front Government had, with the full support of all
political parties, refused to sign the CTBT in 1996. India has
consistently taken the stand that it will not sign any
discriminatory treaty, notwithstanding western pressures. '“‘e
Vajpayee Government, which embarked on an adventurist
nuclear policy, seems ready now to capitulate to US pressure and
the threat of sanctions. It is incumbent upon the Vajpayee
Government to state clearly whether it continues to adhere to the

stand taken by India on CTBT so far, or whether it is resiling
from this position.

*Published w "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhi, July 12, 1998. CTBT
micans "Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty®.
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CPI(M) on Postal Employees’
Demands*

Statement Dated July 10, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) extends its full support to the
struggle of the postal employees who have gone on an indefinite
strike from July 9, 1998 for the fulfilment of their demands. The
major national federations of the postal employees had submitted
a ten-point charter of demands which concems some of the
long-standing issues and problems of the postal employees. One
of the major demands is for the implementation of the
recommendation of the Justice Talwar Committee to provide
government employee status to the 3.8 lakh extra-departmental
(ED) employees.
The ministrv of communications has only conceded one of the
“~r upgradation of pay scales for
" before the strike, negotiate
>mployees. The strike
~ntry, indicating
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CPI(M) Asks Major National Political

Parties: Honour Your Commitment on
33 Per Cent Reservation for Women*

Statement Dated July 16, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The CPIM) reiterates its stand that the women's reservation bill
should be introduced i Parliament in the present form,
immediately. After the introduction of the bill, those who have
any other point of view can express them in the discussions. The
CPLM) wants all the major national political parties which have
promised 33 per cent reservation for women, to fulfil ther
commitment by getting the legislation adopted without delay.

The CPIM) does noxt subscribe to any move to scuttle or delay
the bill.

*Pobished w "PEOPLE™S DEMOCRACY™. New Dellw. Juh 6. 1998
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Communique Issued by The Central
Committee of The CPI(M) Following
Its Meeting Held in New Delhi on
July 16-18, 1998*

The CPIiM) has decided 10 launch a nationwide jatha programme
10 mobilize all sections of people against the growing attacks on
their livelihood. The jathas will criss-cross the entire country, and
the programme will get under way from mid-August. This
campaign will specifically focus on the back-breaking price hike,
imposed by the four-month misrule of the BJP-led Central
Government, and will culminate in a massive rallv at Delhi, in
mid-September. This was announced bv the Partv General
Secretary, Harkishan Singh Surjeet, while addressing a Press
conference. at the Party headquarters. on Julv 19, 1998 afier the
conclusion of the three-dav Central Comminee meering. The
meeting unanimously adopted the draft political resolution,
for the 16th Party Congress, to be held in Calcutia berween
October 5 and 11, 1998

Castigating the RSS-BJP combine for open and not so open
pursuance of their communal agenda, Surjeet pointed owt
towards their open and continuing campaign on the construction
of the Ram Mandir a1 the dispuwted site at Avodhva, their
svstemaric efforts for penetrating the siate apparatus. educational
instimutions and the ICHR (indian Council of Historical
Research) the growing anacks on the minorities, particulartv
Chnristians and anempts 10 force conversion of religion among
the Chrisnans. Terming the BJP's proposal on the creation of
new states as “divisive®, Surjeet stated that the RSS never
accepred the principle of linguistic siates, as it is a major

*“Thes commamque was reicased i the Press Conference hedd i New Delhi on Jely
19, 1992 and published m "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY™, New Dedhi. July 26 1998
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hurdle in the RSS belief of "one nation, one culture, one state”
which is the basis of its theory of Hindutva.

When asked about the kind of political unity, the CPI(M) will
aim at forging in the background of the anti-people record of the
BJP Government, to dislodge it from office, Surjeet hinted at
fresh realignment of forces constituting the third front. Since the
unity amongst the various constituents of the United Front, was
despite the fact that some of them differed on basic issues,
therefore, the realignment as a natural phenomenon, had to take
place. He also made it clear that the CPI(M) had no
misconception that the once forged unity was forever. Surjeet
made it clear that the CPI(M) apart from working at the
immediate issues like bringing together all the forces committed
to combat communalism, was also working in the direction of
forging the unity of Left and democratic forces, which can
present an alternative before the nation on the basis of their
programme, and it is this unity which will be stable. Answering
another query in this connection, the CPI(M) General Secretary,
clarified that the meaning of removing the BJP Government,
which is pursuing a communal agenda from office, does not at all
mean any softness in the Party’s struggle against the anti-people
policies of the Congress and its opposition in the states. Surjeet
further said that it is for the Congress, if it wants to save itself

from extinction, that it should initiate steps to remove BJP
from office.

Commenting on Talbott’s India visit, Surjeet warned of the
Yajgayee Government’s preparation to surrender on the issue of
signing the CTBT, and made a strong plea for adherence 1o the
present stance of India, in not succumbing before the imperialist
pressure, and made it clear that the country’s opposition to this
treaty was based on certain discriminatory provisions of the
CT BT, anfi not on bargaining to derive some concessions as @
price of signing the CTBT. Surjeet noted that the country should
a"f"d escalating a nuclear arms race in the subcontinent, and all
eﬁgrn should be directed ar improving relations with the
ne:ghbguring countries. He referred to the ongoing countrywide
campaign against the nuclear explosions, and said that August 6
will be observed as Hiroshima Day throughout the nation.
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The CPI(M) General Secretary strongly criticized the BJP
Government for backtracking on the Women’s Reservation Bill.
Answering a volley of questions on this issue, Surjeet made it
clear that the CPI(M) stood for immediate introduction of the Bill
in the Parliament, and all other objections to the Bill which are
being raised by some political parties can be discussed after the
introduction. He declared that the manipulations of the Congress
and the BJP on this issue, were nothing but a "drama”. Surjeet
made it clear in unambiguous terms that the CPI(M) does not
support the demand of reservation for OBC women separately
within the parameters of the proposed reservation for women.

The Central Committee communique issued on this occasion
follows:

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) met at New Delhi from July 16 to 18, 1998 and
finalized the draft political resolution for the Sixteenth Congress
to be held at Calcutta from October 5 to 11, 1998.

The draft will be released to the Party rank and file shortly.
According to the CPI(M) Constitution, the draft must be available
to all Party members two months prior to the Party Congress for
an intense inner-party discussion.

BJP Pursuing Communal Agenda

The Central Committee reviewed the current political situation
and noted the brazen manner in which the Bharatiya Janata
Party-led Government at the Centre has contmued to pursue its
communal agenda. By now it is clear that the National Agenda
was merely for public consumption while the RSS and its frontal
organizations including the BJP are proceeding to destroy the
secular democratic foundations of modern India.

The work on construction of the temple at Ayodhya continues.
The efforts to spread the communal poison have found a new
expressic?n recently in the violent attacks on the Christian
community in Gujarat, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and other
states, and pernicious attempts by the VHP at "mass conversions”
of Christians in the north-east. The RSS is ensuring that the
educational system is thoroughly penetrated in the states run by
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the BJP like Uttar Pradesh. At the central level, the penetration of
the state apparatus is being planned systematically. Using the
control of the HRD ministry, the Indian Council of Historical
Research has been packed with RSS and pro-BJP historians. A
National Reconstruction Corps for youth mooted in the budget is
now being given shape by the ministry to provide a fertile ground
for the RSS.

The Central Committee called upon all Party units to step up
the campaign to expose the BJP-RSS plans to subvert the judicial
decision and to build the temple at Ayodhya. It demanded that the
Centre halt the temple construction by the VHP in Rajasthan and
Ayodhya in order to implement the Supreme Court direction to
maintain the status quo at the disputed site.

Resist Capitulation on CTBT

The BJP-led Government is now preparing to capitulate on
India’s long standing consensual position of not being party to
the CTBT. The CPI(M) warns the government that the Indian
people will not tolerate such surrender to imperialist pressures
and India becoming party to a discriminatory international treaty.
The CPI(M) calls upon the government to immediately announce
that India shall not weaponize and deploy nuclear weapons. The
CPIM) also calls upon the government to immediately take
initiatives for improving relations with our neighbours and
reducing tensions in the region which was aggravated due to the
BJP’s nuclear jingoism.

On ‘this issue, all units of the CPI(M) will conduct mass
campaigns culminating on August 6 which will be observed

unitgdly with all other peace-loving forces throughout the country
as Hiroshima Day.

Formation of New States

By announcing the decision to form three new states—
Uttaranchal, Vananchal, and Chhatisgarh—the BJP Government
has opened up a new divisive issue with demands for new
stgtes getting a fillip in different parts of the country. This
will pose a danger to the linguistic principle of statehood as
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similar demands have already surfaced in Telangana and
Vidarbha. The RSS which has never accepted the principle of
linguistic states and refuses to recognize the plurality of Indian
society since its ideological tenets of Hindu Rashtra speak only of
‘one nation, one culture and one people’, the imposition of such
an understanding will only lead to the growth of divisive and
disruptive movements and channelize people’s discontent away
from the main problems confronting them.

Women'’s Reservation Bill

The Central Committee strongly condemned the BJP
Government’s decision to defer introduction of the Women'’s
Reservation Bill, thereby conniving with those who oppose
reservations for women. The Party reiterates its stand that the bill
should be introduced in Parliament immediately. After the
introduction of the bill, those who have any other point of view
can express them in discussions. The CPI(M) wants all the major
national political parties which have promised 33 per cent
reservation for women to fulfil their commitment by getting the
legislation adopted.

Serious Economic Crisis

The four-month reign of the BJP-led Government has resulted
in an economic crisis of serious proportions on all fronts. The
continuation of the disastrous policies of liberalization with
greater vigour has resulted in the slowing down of industrial
growth to 4.5 per cent. Foodgrain production is expected to fall
by five million tonnes compared with last year. The trade deficit
has widened to US $ 6.8 billion, the highest in the nineties. The
rupee has plummeted to a new low. This has resulted in external
debt increasing by Rs. 44,000 crores. Since the BJP came to
power, foreign exchange earnings have fallen by US $ 1.6 billion.

Confirming that its slogan of Swadeshi was yet another mask
to fool the people during the election campaign, the BJP has
embarked on a course of seriously eroding India’s economic
sovereignty. It conceded counter-guarantees, like in the case of
Enron, to three private power plants; it gave out contracts for oil
and mining exploration to a host of MNCs; and totally surren-
dered to the Japanese MNC Suzuki in the Maruti deal. A massive
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agenda of the privatization of the public sector has been unveiled.
The insurance sector is being privatized. The open declaration
that the sick PSUs will be closed and workers retrenched is
brazen attack on the rights of the working class.

Back-Breaking Price Rise

The hike in railway, petrol and postal rates and the effect of the
Union Budget proposals of increasing excise duties are all
leading to an inflationary situation. The effects of these policies
are being felt by the working people through a massive hike in
prices. The rate of inflation which was 4.9 in April shot up to 7.4
by the end of June. The Consumer Price Index is galloping with
the prices of all essential food articles rising phenomenally. The
erosion of the real earnings of the people is taking place at such
rapid pace that many articles of essential consumption like
vegetables, edible oils, pulses etc. are going out of the reach of
the ordinary family budget. For the majority of the people, life
has become unbearable with the all-round price rise of all
essential commodities.

Much of this price rise is due to hoarding by the BJP’s social
base—shopkeepers and traders. The Central Government is
refusing to strengthen the Public Distribution System. On the
contrary, it is considering scrapping the supply of sugar through
the rationing system. The BJP even sought to bring in an
amendment to the Essential Commodities Act aimed at relaxing

measures against hoarding and had to hurriedly withdraw it in
face of all-round opposition. ‘

Call for Countrywide Agitation

The BJP-led Government has been in power at the Centre for
four months. Its misrule has led to an unprecedented increase i
the burdens on the people. It is imperative that all sections of t -
people be mobilized to fight against these attacks on t
hvehhogd. In protest against this back-breaking price hike
relatec.i issues, the CPI(M) Central Committee has decic
organize Jathas that will criss-cross all over the country fr
middle of August culminating in a massive rally at Delt

middle of September. The Polit Bureau was authorized
out the exact details.



Report on Political Developments
Since the Last Central Committee
Meeting of The CPI(M)*

Adopted by The Central Committee of
The CPI(M) in Its Meeting Held in
New Delhi on July 16-18, 1998

The serious consequences of having a BJP-led Government at the
Centre have been seen in the past three months since the last
Central Committee meeting held in mid-April. The nuclear tests
at Pokhran in May have reversed the long-standing policy which
served India well in the past; the illegitimate efforts to prepare for
temple construction by the VHP reveal the hidden designs of the
RSS combine to undermine and circumvent the court decisions;
the economic policy announcements and the Union budget signal
more attacks on the people and concessions to MNCs in the
background of a serious economic crisis; the announcement of the
formation of three new states is going to lead to similar demands
in different parts of the country. All this has taken place in
the background of the persistent instability of the Vajpayee
Government and the conflicts within the coalition.

Nuclear Tests: BJP’s Jingoism

The Vajpayee Government took a deliberate decision soon after
coming to power to conduct the nuclear tests at Pokhran. The five
nuclear tests on May 11 and 13 were to be a precursor to nuclear
weaponization and deployment of these weapons. So far the
nuclear policy adopted by India has been to resist all efforts to
make it part of the discriminatory nuclear order imposed through
the NPT. That is why during the UF Government India refused to
sign the CTBT in 1996. India developed its independent nuclear
capability long back and kept its option open while exercising
restraint by not going in for weaponization. India countered the

*Published as a booklet in August 1998 Also published in the comptlation of Central
Committee documents of CPI(M) released 1n October 1998
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discriminatory treaties which upheld an unequal nuclear order by
advocating universal nuclear disarmament. In the post-cold war
period there should have been a timeframe for the elimination of
nuclear weapons by the nuclear weapon states but it became clear
during the CTBT negotiations that there is no intention to go
ahead on this path.

By reversing the long-standing nuclear policy, the Vajpayee
Government has fulfilled the chauvinist RSS goal of making the
atom bomb, a slogan it has raised right from the 1950s. Vajpayee’s
letter to Clinton on the day of the tests cited the security threat
from China as the main reason for India acquiring nuclear
weapons. This letter became public in the United States
immediately and the Indian Press carried it. By doing so, the
Vajpayee Government spoilt relations with China which had been
improving since Rajiv Gandhi’s visit to China in 1988. The
targetting of China is not accidental. It began with the statements
by George Fernandes attacking China as the main threat t0
India and making all sorts of wild charges. The motive behind
targetting China was to try and win favour with the US by offering
a strategic alliance against China.

The second major motivation of the new nuclear policy was t0
adopt an aggressive anti-Pakistan position which fits in with the
communal stance of the RSS-BJP against Muslims. L.X. Advani
as Hgme Minister issued a written statement a few days after the
tests in which he linked the final solution of the Kashmir problem

.to India’s new “geo-political status” as a nuclear weapons
country. He warned Pakistan to realize this new situation. The
linking of Kashmir with India’s nuclear weapon status provided
the l.umdle for Pakistan and the western powers to internationalize
the issue. In a series of moves, the Permanent Members of the
Security Council meeting (P5) at Geneva, the Security Council
resolution at the UN and the joint statement by the G-8 powers,
Kashmir found a mention directly or indirectly as an outstanding
problem to be resolved alongwith the nuclear issue.

Whatever the UF Government had achieved in improving
relations with our neighbours as well as China, received 2
setback. The decision to weaponize will spark a nuclear arms race
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in the subcontinent. With Pakistan conducting 1ts tests n
response, tensions in the region have been heightened which will
help the US to intervene further. Jingoism is being promoted in
Pakistan also and emergency was declared after the tests.

Inside the country, the BJP-RSS combine took a jingoistic
position and sought to rouse chauvinistic feelings. The BJP gave a
call to observe Gaurav Diwas. The Vishwa Hindu Parishad
announced it will build a Shakti Peeth at Pokhran which
ultimately it had to give up. The VHP has decided on a campaign
in support of nuclear weaponization. The media played a big role
in the initial stages in arousing chauvinist feelings.

The CPI(M) has strongly opposed the sanctions imposed on
India after the nuclear tests by the USA and some other countries.
The USA which has the largest stockpile of nuclear weapons and
1s refusing to eliminate them even after the confrontation with the
Soviet Union is over has no business to ask other countries not to
have nuclear weapons. The United States continues to uphold the
unequal and discriminatory nuclear order. While maintaining a
facade of firmness, the BJP Government is showing every sign of
succumbing to the pressures and trying for an unprincipled
compromise with the United States by signing the CTBT. This is
the meaning of the Strobe Talbott-Jaswant Singh talks, two
rounds of which have been held so far and the third round to be
held in the third week of July at New Delhi.

Signing of the CTBT at this stage will mean capitulation and
giving up our principled objection to the discriminatory nuclear
regime. It will also mean that the Vajpayee Government after
conducting an aggressive nuclear policy has gained nothing by
the tests as the USA is not prepared to give India nuclear weapon
status which was what the BJP aimed for.

The CPI(M) and the Left parties have taken a firm position
opposing the new policy stating that it goes counter to our long-
standing foreign policy of non-alignment and peace and harming
the improvement of relations with our neighbours. The CPI(M)
took the initiative and had discussions with various opposition
parties which after initial vacillations took a firm position in
defence of India’s consistent stand taken earlier. The CPI(M) has
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called for (a) not going in for weapomzation and deployment of
nuclear weapons (b) India should continue to oppose
discriminatory treaties and not sign the CTBT (c) India should
continue to campaign for non-discriminatory agreements to
check nulcear proliferation and for achieving universal nuclear
disarmament. The CPI(M) has called upon all democratic and
peace loving citizens to oppose the nuclear policy of the BIP-led
Government and to rally the widest sections of the people on the
above three-point stand on the nuclear issue. In order to mobilize
support against nuclear weaponization conventions are being held
in different parts of the country and on August 6, Hiroshima Day,

will be observed as a day against nuclear weapons and for
universal nuclear disarmament.

VHP Goes Ahead with Temple Construction

The BJP-RSS combine all through had not given up its efforts
for the construction of the temple. But after coming to power at
the Centre as well as in UP it has intensified its efforts. For this
preparatory building work is going on under the patronage of the
BJP Governments in three centres in Rajasthan and UP.

The Left parties’ parliamentary delegation which visited Ayodhya
has confirmed that the construction work is being carried out not far
away from the site where the Babri Masjid stood.

The Prime Minister’s effort to allay apprehensions on this
score, by saying that the government is committed to
implementing the court order, does not carry any conviction given
the trz'lck record of the ‘BJP leadership’s assurances in 1992
regarding the protection of the Babri Masijid. The BIP leadership,
hgwever, has made it clear that its aim 1s to build a temple at the
dlstpgted §ite. They are not prepared to abide by the court verdict.
It is in this context that the statement of the BJP vice president,
K. L. Sharmaz has to be seen. He has categorically stated that if
the court verdict is adverse to the construction of the temple at the
dlsp}Jted site, then the BJP will get a legislation passed in
Parliament to facilitate this. This is an open declaration that the
BJP-RSS combine is once again conspiring to subvert the rule of
law. With the BJP in the Central Government, the threat is real.
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The Supreme Court decision is that the status quo at the site
should be maintained till a final verdict. Since there is no doubt
about the nature of the preparations for construction work going
on in UP and Rajasthan and the VHP itself has declared its goal of
using this material to build the temple at the disputed site, the
Central Government should put a halt to the construction work in
order to uphold the Supreme Court directive.

It is necessary to be vigilant to see that no further manoeuvres
are conducted by the RSS combine to subvert the law and provoke
another communal confrontation on the issue.

The BJP-RSS combine, irrespective of what is contained in the
National Agenda, plans to use both the bomb and the temple issue
to rouse chauvinistic and communal feelings to consolidate their
position in a situation where it is becoming clear to them that the
long-term prospects of the Vajpayee Government are bleak.

They have made it clear on various occasions that since they do
not have a majority on their own it is not possible for them to
implement their manifesto. But they are vehemently committed
to what they have stated in their manifesto. The main purpose is to
create a wedge between different communities, arouse
chauvinistic feelings among Hindus, provoke minority funda-
mentalism and by that advance towards a Hindu Rashtra. That is
why apart from Ayodhya they have also directed their fire at the
Christian community. Even in Delhi, the capital of India, the BJP
Government considered the proposal that churches should be
deleted from the list of places of worship on the grounds that wine
is offered in religious ceremonies.

Violation of State’s Rights—Authoritarian Trends

Given the precarious position of the Vajpayee Government the
BJP has been succumbing to all sorts of unscrupulous demands of
its allies. The practice of sending central teams on any pretext
demanded by Jayalalitha, Samata or Trinamul Congress to
Tamil Nadu, Bihar and West Bengal has been strongly opposed by
the Party. The stand taken by the Left Front Government of
West Bengal refusing to cooperate with the central team sent to
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enquire into the law and order situation has been highly
appreciated by all democratic sections in the country It called the
bluff of the Central Government that it has a constitutional right
to do so. The authoritarian trend manifested by the Vajpayee .
Government regarding the states where the opposition parties are
in power must be fought back and all democratic sections rallied
to see that rights of the states are protected.

The proposed review of the Constitution and Advani’s speech
at Patna spelling out the rationale for a Presidential form of
government reveals the gameplan of the BJP-RSS combine to
replace the parliamentary system of government and usher in a
Presidential form which will be authoritarian in essence and
militate against the federal set-up existing in the Constitution.
The so-called “comprehensive review” will provide the pretext

for targetting those clauses in the Constitution which ensure the
secular character of the state.

Formation of New States

The government has formally announced that it will bring in
legislation for the creation of three new states—Uttaranchal,
Vananchal and Chhattisgarh—apart from providing full statehood
to Delhi. The CPI(M) has been against the formation of new
states. Dethi falls in a different category where 1t has already got
status of a state with some restriction being the national capital.
The stand of the Party has been that areas like Uttarakhand in UP
and Jharkhand in Bihar should be provided with regronal
autonomy with sufficient powers. By announcing the decision to

_ f(')rl.n‘ new states the BJP Government has opened up a new
divisive issue with demands for new states getting a fillip in
@ffergn} parts of the country. This will pose a danger to the
linguistic principle of statehood as in Andhra Pradesh where some
disgruntled forces are raising the demand for separate Telangana.
Jaxalahtha demanded that Pondicherry be also granted statehood
if tpll statehood for Delhi is to be given, a long-standing demand
whlch has also been conceded. In the case of “Uttaranchal” one of
the districts, Udham Singh Nagar, has a large population of Sikhs
and non-hill people. They are agitating against inclusion in the
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new state and the Akalis have also supported their demand. Our
Party has maintained that the wishes of the local population must
be taken into account when drawing up the boundaries of the new
state.

The BJP’s interest in forming small states is obvious. Small
states will not be able to stand up to the Centre and this will pitch
the balance in favour of the Centre. The RSS never accepted the
principle of linguistic states in the fifties and it was opposed by
the Jan Sangh. Increasing demands and counter demands on new
states will help to divert the attention of the people from their
increasing difficulties on the economic front and channelize them
into disruptive channels.

The basic motivation of the BJP is that it is totally opposed to
the concept of India consisting of various nationalities with
distinct languages, culture, historical background etc. The
assertion of linguistic—naiionality identity proves a hindrance to
the Hindutva ideology which the BJP wants to impose. They had
not succeeded in achieving this objective so far since it has been
vehemently opposed by the different linguistic formations. But
after the breakup of the monopoly of power of the Congress at the
Centre and due to the uneven development in different states
resulting in certain areas remaining backward, the situation began
to change. Instead of taking firm steps to overcome backwardness
demands began to be raised by different political forces for the
formation of small states. The question of Telangana is an old one.
Subsequently, confronted with the unity of the Telugu people this
died down. Same i1s the case in many other areas. Now the BJP
Government is the first to pursue this policy of forming smaller
states with the announcement of the formation of three new states.
This will only encourage such movements in other states and if
successful, ultimately achieve its objective of disrupting the unity
of different linguistic formations.

Serious Economic Crisis

The four-month reign of the BJP Government has resulted in
an economic crisis of serious proportions. The crisis developing
on all fronts of the economy should not be underestimated.
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The major cause is due to the disastrous effects of liberalization
pursued for the past seven years and the immediate reason is the
BJP Government’s tackling of the problems and the current
policies. Industrial growth has slowed down to 4.5 per cent.
Foodgrains production is expected to fall by 5 million tonnes
compared to the previous year. The trade-deficit has widened to
6.8 billion dollars in 1997-98, the highest in the nineties. The
rupee value has fallen and it is now around Rs. 42 to a dollar. Due
to the steady depreciation of the rupee, the external debt has
increased by Rs. 44,000 crores in the past eight months. The
situation created by the nuclear tests and the sanctions has led to
the FII's withdrawing funds from the country and the foreign
exchange reserves have fallen by 1.6 billion dollars since the BJP
came to power.

The record of the BJP Government’s policies makes it clear
that it will continue with the policies of the liberalization and its
swadeshi plank has proved hollow and is being jettisoned in
practice. The first major policy announcement was the Exim
policy which has shifted 340 items from the restricted list, to the
open general licence list for import. This includes a large number
of agricultural commodities which will affect domestic producers
particularly from states like Kerala which export many of these
conf!modities. To meet the imposition of sanctions, before the
Union budget was presented, the government has declared an
open door policy for all foreign investments. It immediately
conceded counter-guarantees for three private power plants; it
gave out contracts for oil and mining exploration to a host of
foreign multinational companies and struck a deal with the
Suzuki Motors over the Maruti Udyog Ltd. which was a surrender
to the Japanese firm.

The Union budget proposals have continued the Chidambaram
budget’s line of not raising direct taxes even when the tax revenue
9f the government has declined. Instead there has been a big
Increase in excise duties on a host of commodities including an 8
per cent levy on branded foodstuff. The other major retrograde
feature o.f the budget proposal is the open declaration to dismantle
the public sector and go for privatization. The government has
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declared that it will disinvest up to 74 per cent of the equity in
“non-strategic” PSUs which mean the bulk of the public sector. It
has announced the selling of the bulk of the Indian Airlines shares
and opening up of the insurance sector to private Indian
companies. This will be a backdoor method of foreign capital
entry as they can hold shares in the Indian companies. The open
declaration that the sick PSUs will be closed and workers
retrenched is a brazen attack on the job security of thousands of
workers. The budget had also announced an increase in the urea
price by Re. | per kg.

Facing all-round opposition including protests from its allies,
the government was forced to reduce the steep hike in petrol from
Rs. 4 to Re. 1 and give up the urea price increase altogether. The
way the petrol price issue was bungled showed the government in
a poor light as the ministry of finance and the petroleum ministry
worked at cross-purposes. The CPI(M) has strongly opposed the
budget proposals for its failure to increase taxes on the affluent
sections and the imposition of heavy burdens through excise
duties and other levies on the common people.

Severe Price Rise

The budget proposals has already sparked off all-round price
rise. This coupled with the increase in petrol, railway fares and
postal hikes has already resulted in a galloping inflation. The rate
of inflation which was 4.9 in April shot up to 7.4 in the end of
June. Consumer price index has already reached the double-digit
mark. The prices of vegetables, edible oils and pulses are going
out of the reach of the ordinary family budget. Hoarding by
traders has got a fillip because a big section of them see the BJP
Government as their mentors. This was evident when the BJP
brought an amendment to the Essential Commodities Act m
Parliament which would have relaxed measures taken against
hoarding. This had to be withdrawn hurriedly after facing all-
round opposition.

The export-oriented agriculture and hberahzatlon has led the
peasantry Mﬁ vicious circle of price fluctuations and a debt
trap. The L. hich s of suicides by farmers in Andhra Pradesh,
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Maharashtra, Karnataka and other places expose the inhuman and
destructive aspects of this policy.

The severe price rise, surrender to foreign capital in the name
of combatting sanctions and the attack on the public sector—all
have to be opposed and the BJP Government’s policies in this
respect reversed.

By-elections

The'BJP had calculated that the nuclear explosions can be used
to arouse nationalist feelings and consolidate its position
domestically when faced with internal conflicts in its coalition.
However, the by-elections held to 51 assembly and three Lok
Sabha constituencies from 13 states show that the BJP had failed
to cash in through the bomb. Of the total number of 51 assembly
seats the Congress won 17 and the BJP 12. With its allies it could
win 18. The rest of the 33 seats were won by parties which
opposed the BJP. Even though the BJP and its ally the Akali Dal
won two out of the three parliamentary seats with the third going
to the National Conference in Ladakh, the overall impact was that
the BJP could not make any headway.

The CPI(M) made gains in these by-elections. In Kerala, the
Party wrested the Ernakulam seat from the Congress. In
West Bengal, the Party won two out of the three assembly seats
held previously by the Congress (Trinamul) including the
Bowbazar seat in North Calcutta. In Tripura, the Party won the
by-electiop for the sole seat by a comfortable margin.

Tripura & North-East

The situation in Tripura is marked by the intensified activities
of the.extremist groups. They continue to resort to kidnappings,
extortions and violence. In this period, the NLFT ambushed and
killed Com. Bimal Sinha, Minister in the state government and
abducted the son of Party MP, Bajuban Reang. The extremists are
targetting the Party’s middle level tribal leaders and killing them.

After the BJP-led Government assumed office, the Left Front
Government urged the Centre to send more sec™ " —arces ta the
state to man the disturbed areas. However, the” govemrﬁaihdrew
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some of the existing forces. This will hamper the task of
maintaining peace and security in the affected areas. Democratic
opinion must be roused to see that the Centre cooperates with the
state gov?rnment and sends adequate forces. The people in the
rest of the country must be informed about the vital role the Party
and the Left Front are playing in defending national unity and
tribal-non-tribal unity in this sensitive North-Eastern state.

In the north-eastern region, the depredations by the extremist
groups disturb peace and ethnic harmony. The Bodo militants
have disrupted normal life repeatedly in some parts of Assam by
bomb explosions. Inter-ethnic clashes between Bodos and
Santhals have led to many people being killed. The ISI has
intensified its activities in the region and the ULFA, PLA and
other groups are getting help from it. The RSS is also stepping up
its activities with a view to countering the Christian church which
will add to the existing tensions and help the separatist forces.

The BJP Government despite a lot of talk about paying
attention to the north-east has a blinkered view which sees only
law and order and security problems in the region.

BJP

The BJP-RSS co-ordination which became pronounced before
the elections continues and has assumed dangerous dimensions
after the formation of the Vajpayee Government. The RSS is
orchestrating the multifaceted strategy. The VHP is going ahead
with the temple construction; both the VHP and the Bajrang Dal
are targetting the minorities and issuing threats to them. The latest
round of attacks have been on the Christian community in
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and other states. The RSS
is ensuring that the educational system is thoroughly penetrated
in the states run by the BJP like Uttar Pradesh. At the central jevel,
the penetration in the state apparatus is being planned
systematically. Utilizing the control of the HRD ministry, the
Indian Council of Historical Research has been packed with RSS
and pro-BJP historians. A National Reconstruction Corps for
youth mooted in the budget is now being given shape by the
ministry ~<kich will provide a fertile ground for the RSS.
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Through the information and broadcasting ministry efforts are on
to control Prasar Bharati.

Within the BJP, the expansion of the party has increased
factionalism and disunity in several states. In Delhi the factional
groupings for and against Madanlal Khurana continue. In Bihar
elections to the state unit saw sharp divisions. In Orissa also there
are simmering disputes. More and more the RSS cadres have to
man the organizational work to maintain cohesion in the party. At
the same time it is necessary to keep a careful watch on the
expanding activities of the RSS and its outfits which will try to
utilize the favourable situation of the BJP Central Government to
penetrate new areas and to win over new sections. The BIP is
stepping up its activities in the north-eastern region where efforts

to spread the Hindutva ideology can lead to new tensions and
separatist feelings.

Congress Party

The Congress party is still weakened by the loss of electoral
support and credibility among the people. Sonia Gandhi finds it
an uphill task to reorganize and rejuvenate the party. The
appointments of new PCC chiefs in some of the states have not
injected much enthusiasm as in Uttar Pradesh. In Maharashtra,
the controversy over cross voting and the defeat of one of the
Congress’s official candidates who was a Sonia nominee has
cr‘eat.ed new tensions between Pawar and those who oppose him
within the Congress. There is concern that any division at this
stage will harm the good prospects of the Congress in the
forthcoming assembly elections in Maharashtra.

The (?ongress party under Sonia’s leadership has not shown
any inclination to review their economic policies or some of the
Fmsnc apprpaches of the past which led to the debacle. On some
fmportant issues like temple construction and foreign policy, the

Congress has taken a stand though at times it has hesitated or
shown vacillations.

Instability Continues

The four~month period of the Vajpayee Government has been
marked by instability. The constituents began raising various
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demands focussing on issues which would aggravate relations
between the BIP alliance and the opposition parties. Having put
together an 18-party opportunistic coalition comprising parties
with widely differing views, the Vajpayee Government has been
rocked by one episode after another, by threats from Jayalalitha
who has been continuously pressurizing for the dismissal of the
DMK Government in Tamil Nadu. This has affected both the
Vajpayee Government’s credibility and its standard of
governance. Three ministers have had to quit the cabinet in the
first two months of the government. Jayalalitha was quick to
demand the removal of Buta Singh who faces charges in the JMM
case in retaliation for the removal of AIADMK minister Muttaiah
who has been chargesheeted in a corruption case. In the last days
of the first half of the budget session of Parliament, the AIADMK
MPs in both houses of Parliament staged daily walkouts. Prior to
the opening of Parliament on July 3, Jayalalitha once again raised
the issue of dismissal of the government and attacked the BJP
leadership for backing out of the commitment they had given
before the elections to do so. She did not attend the coordination
committee meeting and her MPs did not attend Parliament on the
first day. It is only after hectic talks that she relented and
announced that the AIADMK will continue to support the
government for the present. The crisis has only temporarily blown
over.

It is not only the AIADMK but the various partners of the BJP
have in their own way contributed to the instability. The Biju
Janata Dal was on the verge of a split when its leader Navin
Patnaik suspended five MLAs in Orissa for cross voting in the
Rajya Sabha elections. It is only the withdrawal of this action,
which finally averted a split. Within the Samata Party also there
have been dissensions. The question of another cabinet expansion
was shelved, as there are many aspirants.

As a result of these pressures and counter-pressures, the BIP-
led Government found itself repeatedly in embarrassing
situations. The central slogan of the BJP during the elections was
a stable government and an able leader. This stable government
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now seems an illusion and even the staunchest supporters of the
BJP are unable to defend the dismal record of governance.

Based as it is on sheer electoral opportunism and the coming
together of disparate elements, it will not be possible for the
Vajpayee Government to have smooth governance. There is also
the contradiction between the actual agenda of the BJP such as the
temple construction, the resort to chauvinism and communal
appeal and the aims of the smaller partners.

Attitude to Alternative Set-up

It is at the height of the confrontationist stance of Jayalalitha
that speculation arose about the fall of the BJP-led Government
and the prospects of an alternative government. Qur Party
indicated that in the eventuahity of the downfall of the Vajpayee
Government there has to be a secular alternative government as
mid-term elections cannot be thought of immediately. In such a
situation, we reiterated the stand taken at the time of the
confidence vote that we would extend support from outside to the

formation of a Congress-led Government in the framework spelt
out in the last CC report.

Need For Third Alternative

A new development in this period was the formation of a new
front by Mulayam Singh Yadav of the Samajwadi Party and Laloo
Prasad Yadav’s RID. Both these leaders came together declaring
that they will work for the ouster of the BJP Government and
appealed to the Congress to take the initiative to form an
alternative government. Both these leaders are against the Janata
Dz.xl' gnd in the first Press conference Mulayam Singh also
cr!t!cnzed the Janata Dal leadership and the United Front for
failing to act to check the BJP and the communal forces.

Before this combination came about, the Polit Bureau in its
June meeting had discussed the attitude we should take towards
the RJI? in the changed situation. In Bihar, the RID still remains
the major party which is fighting the BJP. At the same time the
record of the state government is such that it has affected the

common people badly and the government is hostile to the



Report on Political Developments ... 331

movements of the rural poor and the working class. Laloo’s caste-
based politics has also proved damaging to the democratic
movement in the state. In such a situation, we have to maintain
our opposition to the state government’s policies and demarcate
from the RID in the state. However, at the nattonal level, we have
to take into account that the RID has 17 MPs and will play a role
in the anti-BJP issues.

Laloo and Mulayam Singh coming together will have a good
impact in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar as far as the fight against the
BJP is concerned. But at the same time, their attitude can hamper
wider unity of the Left and secular opposition parties which we
want to forge as the third alternative. It is therefore necessary for
the CPI(M) and the Left parties to adopt such an approach
whereby the new front and other secular opposition parties can be
brought to work together. This means, we should have an attitude
of cooperation with the new front while at the same time
maintaining our ties with the constituents of the United Front
such as the Janata Dal, DMK, TMC, etc.

As we have explained in the Draft Political Resolution for the
16th Congress, the current situation underlines the necessity for a
third alternative. What this requires is a regrouping of the parties
which represent the Left, democratic and secular forces. This
regrouping will be facilitated by developing the mass movements
and struggles against the BJP-led Government on all fronts. This
will create the atmosphere for rallying of the other secular

bourgeois forces so that the third alternative can get new shape
and direction.

Mass Protest Actions

As visualized in the last CC meeting, the past three months
have witnessed an upswing in the mass struggles and growing
united actions. The railway and Union budgets sparked off wide-
spread protest actions all over the country. The Left parties gave a
call to oppose these burdens on the people and held joint protests

in June. In many places rail rokos and demonstrations outside
railway offices took place.
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A significant development was the one-day industnial strike in
West Bengal jointly by the central trade unions. This general
strike was very successful in all sectors and voiced the protest
against the new burdens imposed by the budget and the attacks on
the working class and the public sector. The National Platform of
Mass Orgamizations also gave a call to conduct protest actions n
solidanty all over the country on 3rd July and chalked out a
programme for a protest day on 14th July and a national
convention on August 12. It 1s expected that this convention will
give a nationwide strike call.

There have been other important struggles in this period. The
nationwide strike by the postal employees on a ten-point charter
of demands paralyzed postal services all over the country for
eight days before the strike was withdrawn after negotiations.
There have been joint demonstrations of different public sector
workers hke the IDPL and textiles. Public sector employees are
also planning a strike struggle against the disinvestment policy.

It is necessary to build up united struggles of different sections
of the people against price rise, privatization of the public sector,
the problems faced by the peasantry with fluctuating prices of
commodities and against growing unemployment and loss of
jobs. At the same time it is necessary to step up the campaign
against the manoeuvres of the communal forces. The Coimbatore
rally held jointly by the CPI and the CPI(M) following the

intensive campaign in the areas affected by the communal
polarization after the bomb blasts is an instance of how such
campaigns can be conducted. The ideological struggle against the
communal danger and the nuclear jingoism must be carried
forward. Hiroshima Day on 6th August should be marked by
protests and wide mobilization of all sections against nuclear

weaponization by the BJp Government and for universal nuclear
disarmament.

Launch Countrywide Movement

The price-rise which is seriously eroding the living standards
of Fhe people. has to be checked and the BJP Govemment’s
policies responsible for this state of affairs fought back. There are
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other burning issues affecting the working class, peasantry and
the people. )

In order to carry forward the fight against price-nse and related
issues, the Central Committee called for a jatha campaign to
cover all parts of the country from the third week of August
culminating in a big rally at New Delhi in the middle of
September. The Polit Bureau should work out the details. All
Party units should gear up to make this independent call of the
Party a big success.



CPI(M) Decries US Move to Expel
Indian Scientists*

Statement Dated July 25, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) condemns the decision of the US
Government asking certain Indian scientists, engaged in research
programmes, to leave the USA. Such arm-twisting tactics are not
only contrary to international conventions but are aimed at
restricting the dissemination of scientific knowledge which is the
property of entire mankind. The USA must realize that there are a
large number of scientists of Indian origin who continue to
immensely contribute to scientific and technological develop-
ment in the USA. The US Administration, hence, cannot afford to
be selective. The Indian people will not tolerate such actions
which are aimed at stifling the development of Indian science and
technology.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) calls upon the Indian people to
protest against such coercive tactics of US imperialism.

*Published 1n “PEQOPLE’S DEMOCRACY™, New Delh, August 2, 1998.



On Murderous Attack on
Comrade Sankariah, Central
Committee Member of The CPI(M)*

Statement Dated July 29, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) strongly
condemns the murderous attack on Comrade N Sankariah,
Central Committee Member and Secretary of the Tamil Nadu
State Committee of the CPI(M), at Chidambaram in Cuddalore
district of Tamil Nadu.

Comrade Sankanah was proceeding to attend an all-party
meeting to protest the murder of an MDMK leader by the local
mafia gang. The same gangsters attacked Comrade Sankariah’s
car. The alertness of the driver, who sustained serious injuries,
foiled the gangsters’ intentions.

The Poht Burean of the CPI(M) calls upon the state
government to take stern action against these gangsters.

*Published n "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY". New Delhi, August 2. 1998.



CPI(M)’s Polit Bureau Statement
Issued on August 3, 1998 Following
Its Meeting Held on August 1-2, 1998
in New Delhi*

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) met
in New Delhi on August 1 and 2, 1998. It issued the following
statement on August 3,1998:

September 16 Rally

The Polit Bureau decided to hold an all-India rally organized by
the Party at New Delhi on September 16, 1998. This rally is being
held as per the decision of the Central Committee of the Party to
voice the people’s opposition to the severe price rise and the
communal threat posed by the BJP-RSS combine with the
Vajpayee Government at the Centre. The short span of the BJ P-led
Government has been marked by an economic crisis and policies
which have badly affected the people; the government is bent
upon dismantling the public sector; the Vajpayee Government has
resorted to nuclear jingoism to divert the attention of the people.
Above all, the communal forces are making efforts to subvert the
court directives on Ayodhya and launching attacks on the
minorities.

The Polit Bureagcalled for a month-long campaign after
August 15 on the above issues in preparation for this rally. The
state committees of the Party will organize jathas in all the states
to eXle:lin the issues to the people and mobilize them to demand
immediate steps for checking price rise, curb hoarding and

strgn.gfhening the public distribution system and for curbing the
activities of the communal forces.

“Published 1 “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Deth. August 9, 1998
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Jain Commission Report

The final report of the Jain Commussion presented in
Parhament confirms what was obvious about the interim report
that the charge of tacit connivance by the DMK Government in
the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi was a baseless allegation. It is
on such a wild charge that the United Front Government was
destabilized then. There is nothing in the final report which
confirms or substantiates any involvement of Chief Minister
Karunanidhi or the DMK Government in a conspiracy to
assassinate Rajiv Gandhi.

The Action Taken Report of the Vajpayee Government is
arbitrary and makes selective use of portions of the report for
political purposes. One aspect of the report which requires further
enquiries is the role and involvement of foreign agencies and
persons connected with them. This is an area which pertains to the
country’s sovereignty and integrity which should not be 1gnored

Stop Harassment of Indian Nationals

The Polit Bureau condemned the targetting of Bengali-speaking
Indian citizens residing in Mumbai as “Bangladeshi infiltrators”
by the Shiv Sena-BJP Government. On this pretext, many genuine
Indian nationals have been arrested and taken via West Bengal to
deport them to Bangladesh. This was done without even
informang the Government of West Bengal. In the batches sent
from Maharashtra under police escort, many turned out to be
genuine residence of West Bengal. To brand every Bengali-
speaking Muslim living outside West Bengal as a ** Bangladeshi”
is a favounte tactic of the RSS-led outfits and such a communal
approach has to be opposed by all the secular minded citizens. The
CPI(M) demands that the Central Government should intervene
and ensure that identification of illegal migrants is done by
adhering scrupulously to the legal process in Maharashtra and in
all other states. No harassment of Indian citizens should take
place on the grounds of their religion.

Goa Governor’s Role

The Polit Bureau considered the action of the Goa Governor,
dismussing the State Government headed by Rane, as totally
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unconstitutional and motivated by partisan political interests.
When there is a split in the ruling party, the governor has no
business whatsoever to install an alternative government ignoring
the proceedings of the state assembly. The BJP Government at the

Centre has brazenly used its appointee as governor to assault the
federal principle.

Kerala Party Matters

The Polit Bureau discussed matters concerning the Kerala
unit of the Party after meeting with all the Central Committee
members belonging to Kerala. The Polit Bureau came to the
conclusion that there are no basic political-ideological differences
in the Kerala state unit. However, there are certain problems of an
organizational nature. The Polit Bureau decided on certain
concrete steps to tackle these problems.



CPI(M) On Prasar Bharati Bill*

Statement Dated August S, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

Despite the demand from all the opposition parties, the Vajpayee
Government did not present the Prasar Bharati Bill in the Rajya
Sabha after its adoption in the Lok Sabha.

One hundred and twenty-four members of the Rajya Sabha,
who represent a majority, had written to the Prime Minister
requesting that the bill be taken up for consideration in the
House. Yet the Minister for Information and Broadcasting gave
specious reasons for not bringing it in the Upper House.

The Vajpayee Government has bypassed Parhament in thus
manner so that it can promulgate an ordinance. The Polit Bureau
of the CPI(M) wishes to record its strong opposition to such
anti-democratic manoeuvre. It appeals to the President to advise
the government to follow democratic norms in this regard.

*Published 1n "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Deli, August 9, 1998.
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CPI(M) Condemns Massacres in
Chamba District in Himachal Pradesh*

Statement Dated August 5, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its shock and strong
condemnation at the massacre of 35 people in two places in
Chamba district in Himachal Pradesh. These inhuman killings of
construction workers by armed extremists comes soon after the
incidents in Doda district of Jammu. It is a matter of great
concern that all the security measures taken so far in the affected
regions of Jammu have not yielded results in checking the
designs of the Pakistan-backed extremists.

It is clear that the various policy pronouncements of the
Central Government do not conform to the ground realities in the
sensitive border regions where ordinary citizens are subjected 0
such merciless depredations. It is incumbent upon the Centre to
concentrate on checking the menace of extremist activities in the
border areas and protect the lives of citizens.

*Published 1n "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, August 9, 1998.
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CPI(M) Demands: Manohar Joshi
Government of Maharashtra Should
Resign for Scathing Indictment Against It
in Srikrishna Commission Report*

Statement Dated August 6, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The report of the Srikrishna Commission on the communal riots
in Mumbai after the demolition of the Babri Masjid and the bomb
blasts has shed light on many aspects of these terrible events
which took place in the city. The commission has squarely
blamed the Shiv Sena for instigating the violence against the
minority community. It has also blamed Bal Thackeray for
making inflammatory statements which led to the worsening of
the violence.

The Shiv Sena-led State Government, by rejecting the main
conclusions of the report, has only exposed its guilt in the matter.
The serious lapses of the state administration and the then
Congress State Government have also been pointed out by the
commission.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) demands that all the persons
held responsible for the communal violence by the commission
be prosecuted under the relevant provisions of the Indian Penal
Code. The Shiv Sena which is the main guilty party, has no right
to continue in government. The Manohar Joshi Government
should submit its resignation after such a scathing indictment.

*Published 1n "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, August 16, 1998.
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CPI(M) Opposes FEMA, PML Bills*

Statement Dated August 7, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The BJP-led Government has introduced the Foreign Exchange
Management Bill (FEMA) and the Prevention of Money
Laundering Bill (PML) in the Lok Sabha. These two bills were

introduced towards the end of the session and have not yet been
discussed.

These two bills are meant to replace the Foreign Exchange
Regulation Act (FERA). There are many objectionable features in
these bills.

The FEMA will allow for large-scale money laundering and
encourage flight of capital from the country. It has provided for
convertibility on the capital account, a backdoor change in policy.
It has defined a resident of India on whom the FEMA provisions
will apply in such a manner as to enable affluent Indians to utilize
the loopholes to keep their assets and money abroad. Further,
unlike FERA the new bill proposes to give discretionary powers
to the Central Government to suspend or relax any of the
provisions over-riding the decision of the due authority. This will
enable the government in power to use it for the benefit of
influential persons who may be offenders.

Under the PML bill, the enforcement authorities are deprived
of effective powers both in the way offences are defined and the
scope of their investigative and punitive powers. Under pressure
from big business, "economic offences” are no more to be treated
as a crime. The net result of these laws being adopted would
mean a big increase in hawala transactions and the flight of
capital which will immensely harm the country’s economy.

*Pubhished in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, August 16. 1998.
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There is an apprehension that the FEMA may be promulgated
as an ordinance while the Money Laundering Bill is kept in
abeyance due to the objections raised by the corporate sector.
This will mean creating a vacuum in which black money
transactions and money laundering will flourish.

The Polit Bureau, therefore, demands that the government
should not proceed with the proposed legislation tll a full
discussion takes place in Parliament and opinions of all sections
are elicited on such a major issue.



2

On Transfer of Director of
Enforcement Directorate*

Statement Dated August 14, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The prolonged period of instability at the Centre due to the
wranglings within the BJP-led coalition is resulting in an.
unhealthy situation. The sudden transfer of the Director of the
Enforcement Directorate, M. K. Bezbaruah, is one such instance.
It is well-known that continuous efforts have been made for some

time to interfere with the investigation of certain sensitive cases
by the Enforcement Directorate.

The transfer of the director of this body at a criticial juncture,
by the Vajpayee Government, will be seen as an action against an
officer who has been discharging his responsibilities impartially
without giving in to political pressures.

This step is an act of political expediency undertaken by 2

government which is fighting for survival. It will further damage
the mage of the BJP-led Government.

*Published in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Deltn. August 23, 1998
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CPI(M) On Cauvery River Water
Settlement*

Statement Dated August 19, 1998 Issued by
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, General Secretary of CPI(M)

The CPI(M) welcomes the agreement arrived at by the Chief
Ministers of the four concerned states—Tamil Nadu, Kamnataka,
Kerala, and Pondicherry—on distribution of the waters of the
Cauvery nver. This issue was pending since long and the interim
award remained unimplemented for seven years. Because of
instigation of the people of one state against the other over this
issue, the dispute has even led to loss of property and human
lives in the past.

The CPI(M) has always maintained that the award of the
tribunal should form the basis for an agreement. As per the
current agreement the upper ripanian state, Kamnataka, has to
release 205 tmcft water to Tamil Nadu in a water year (June to
May). This has been welcomed by the people of all the concerned
states.

The agreement also paves the way for coming to an
understanding on disputes between other states over river waters.
Apart from land reform, the development of agriculture mainly
depends on utilization of irrigation potential. All states are vying
with each other for the share of river waters because this is the
cheapest source of irrigation. Power and diesel engines, tubewells
and other methods are much costlier than canal water. It is,
therefore, hoped that other states will also be inspired by the
Cauvery agreement and resolve similar disputes amicably.

*Published 1n "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, August 23, 1998
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Communique Issued by The Central
Committee of The CPI(M) Following Its
Meeting Held in New Delhi on
August 20-21, 1998*

Worsening Instability

The five-month rule of the BJP has been marked by deepening
political instability and vicious attacks on the livelihood of the
common people. The galloping price rise is bound to become
worse with the decision to delicense sugar. Sugar will no longer
be available at fair prices through the public distribution system.

This would have a cascading effect on the prices of all essential
commodities.

The Central Committee noted the enthusiastic response that the
CPI(M) is receiving from the people in the various protest actions
that are being organized all over the country. These will
culminate in a massive rally at Delhi on September 16. The
Central Committee finalized the preparations for this rally and
called upon the people to join in large numbers.

BJP’s Surrender to Imperialism

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) strongly denounced the
endorsement given by the BJP-led Government to US imperialist
brazen military attacks in Sudan and Afghanistan. India, over the
last half a century, has firmly opposed all imperialist military
interventions that violate the sovereignty of independent nations.
The BJP-led Government has thoroughly and completely
exposed itself as one upholding the interests of US imperialism

violating the overwhelming anti-imperialist sentiments of the
Indian people.

*Published in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, August 30, 1998.
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Srikrishna Commission Report

The Central Committee of the CPI{(M) has demanded that the
recommendations of the Srikrishna Commission should be
implemented and strict action should be taken against all those
named guilty of instigating the worst communal riots that rocked
Mumbai following the Babri Masjid demolition. All-India level
protest actions are taking place to force the Maharashtra and the
Central Governments to implement this report. The Central
Committee of the CPI(M) denounces the decision of both the
State and Central Governments that have brazenly rejected the
commission report. This is the first time in independent India that
a report of a commission of enquiry has been summarily rejected.

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) warns the BIP
Government that the people of India will not tolerate such
authonitarian steps that seek to undermine our secular democratic
foundations.

Natural Disasters

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) expressed its heartfelt
condolences at the large scale death of over 200 people caused by
landslides. The pilgrims who were on their way to Kailash
Mansarovar fell victim to these unprecedented landslides.

The Central Committee expressed its grief over the death and
devastation caused by floods in Assam and Bihar. The Central
Committee calls upon the Central Government to provide

immediate rehef and assistance to the state governments to tackle
the situation.

Tripura Situation

The Central Committee expressed concern at the intensifica-
tion of the activities of extremist groups in Tripura who are
resorting to kidnappings, extortions and killings. This is a
conscious effort to create inter-ethnic tensions in a state where the
CPI(M) and the Left-led government have consistently nurtured
and defended tribal non-tribal unity. It is unfortunate that despite
the repeated urgings of the state government, the Central
Government has not responded to the request for more security
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forces. On the contrary, there has been a withdrawal of two
battalions from the state. The Chief Minister of Tripura had
visited Delhi to request the Centre to immediately send additional
forces, but there has been no response so far.

The Central Committee asks the Central Government not to
delay matters further and immediately dispatch the necessary
additional forces required to combat the violent activities in this
sensitive border state.

Organizational Matters

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) discussed the inner-
Party situation in Kerala and adopted a resolution to resolve
problems. The Central Committee strongly denounced the
activities of some elements in the name of "Save CPM Forum".
The Central Committee noted that the Kerala unit of the CPI(M)
being the largest unit in the country had, in the past and continues
today, to play an important role in developing the CPI(M) as an
all-India force, and expressed confidence that the inner-Party
problems will be resolved at the earliest.



On BJP Government’s Decision
to Delicense Sugar Industry*

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist), then in session at New Delhi, issued the following
statement on August 21, 1998:

The Central Commiittee of the CPI(M) denounces the decision
taken to delicense the sugar industry. This is going to adversely
affect both the availability and price of sugar to the common
man.

With this decision, there would henceforth be no obligation on
sugar producing units to earmark a portion of thewr produce for
selling to the government. Presently, sugar producers have to
mandatorily keep 40 per cent for supplying to the govemment for
public distribution system. With this being no longer applicable,
the working people will be forced to buy sugar in the open
market, whose price will be much higher. It is ironical that the
BJP-led Government has taken this decision on the eve of the
festive season when the demand for sugar soars.

The timing and the haste in which this decision has been taken
smacks of suspect and improper transactions between the sugar
mull owners and the government. The CPI(M) demands that this
aspect must be probed urgently.

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) calls upon the people to
protest against this latest onslaught on their livelihood. The rise
in sugar prices will have a cascading effect on the prices of other
essential commodities, making the daily existence of millions of
Indian more miserable.

*Published in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, August 30, 1998.



CPI(M) Condemns Brazen US
Attacks*

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist), then in session at New Delhi, issued the following
statement on August 21, 1998:

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the
military attacks and missile bombardment by US imperialism
against installations in Afghanistan and Sudan. The official
explanation for such brazen military intervention is given as 2
retaliation to the bomb attacks on American embassies in Kenya
and Tanzania earlier. It is reprehensible that in the name of
fighting terrorism, scores of civilians have been killed in such
attacks.

The Talibans of Afghanistan, which are today accused of
harbouring terrorists, were encouraged, instigated and militarll_y
supported by US imperialism all these years. In a diabolfc
manner, US imperialism has used all such groups to advance ns
strategic interests. The same US imperialism cannot be allowed
today to assume the role of world policeman.

It is clear that the US President has taken this decision to divert
attention away from the sordid affair that continues to plague his
political and personal standing.

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) calls upon the people (¢
protest against these brazen US imperialist military attacks.

*Published in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, August 30, 1998.



Condolence On
Comrade P. Ramachandra Rao*

The Central Committee of the CPI(M), then in session at
New Delhi, adopted the following condolence resolution on the
death of Comrade P. Ramachandra Rao on September 18, 1998:

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) expresses its deep
shock and sorrow at the sudden passing away of Comrade
P. Ramachandra Rao, Member of the Central Committee and
Secretary of the Kamnataka State Committee of the Party.
Comrade Ramachandra Rao had arrived in Delhi to attend the
meeting of the Central Committee. He suffered a massive heart
attack and died in the Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital at 2 a.m. on
September 18. He was 69 years old.

Comrade Ramachandra Rao joined the Party in 1951. He
began his career as a school teacher in the Dakshin Kannada
district of Karnataka. After being active in the teachers
movement, he started working among the unorganized workers
such as beedi and tile workers, and became an established trade
union leader in the 1960. He was a member of the General
Council of the AITUC. After the CITU was formed in 1970, he
became district Secretary of the CITU, a member of the CITU
General Council and later the General Secretary of the CITU
State Committee. In the 1970s, he also played a key role as a
Kisan Sabha organizer and toured the state extensively to build
the Kisan Sabha in Karnataka.

Comrade Rao was the Secretary of the District Committee of
the Party, a post in which he served for over two decades. He
became a member of the State Committee of the united Party

*Published in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, September 27, 1998.



352 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

in 1960. He served as the Secretary of the State Committee of the
CPI(M) from 1984 till his death. He was elected to the Central
Committee of the Party at the 12th Congress in 1985.

Comrade Ramachandra Rao was noted for his devoted service
in every responsibility he undertook. As a school teacher, he was
highly respected among the people. As a trade unionist, he
worked tirelessly among the working class, and as a Kisan Sabha
leader, he assiduously worked to develop the peasant movement.
He was known for his simplicity and amiable temperament. In his
death, the Party and the Left movement in Karnataka have
suffered a big loss.

The Central Committee pays homage to the memory of this
dedicated Communist leader. It conveys its heartfelt condolences
to his wife, daughters and all family members.



CPI(M) on BJP Government’s
Clandestine Deal on Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT)*

Statement Dated September 10, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Vajpayee Government is going ahead in a clandestine
fashion towards signing the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT) under the relentless pressure of the United States. This is
evident from the way the four rounds of talks between Strobe
Talbott and Jaswant Singh has been going on. The latest report is
of an unscheduled meeting at the New York airport between
these two negotiators. All this indicates that the Vajpayee
Government wants to reverse India’s known stand on CTBT
without taking the country into confidence.

Such a capitulationist course is the inevitable result of the
post-Pokhran tests policy of the government which has made
India vulnerable to international pressures. The country is entitled
to know what are the terms and conditions which the Vajpayee
Government is entering into with the United States. Its eagerness
to ensure President Clinton’s visit to India indicates the nature of
the unequal terms of the dialogue. The CPI(M) has already made
it clear that it does not accept the Vajpayee Government’s policy
of weaponization and attempting to come to terms with the
United States by joining the CTBT.

The Vajpayee Government is now reduced to competing with
the Pakistani Government in signing the CTBT to re-establish its
bona fides with the US and its allies. After this, to talk of arriving
at a consensus by discussions with all political parties is
meaningless. The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) demands that the
Vajpayee Government come out with a full statement of the
content of the talks carried on with the United States so far.

*Published in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, September 20, 1998



CPI(M) Demands: Reject TRAI
Proposals*

Statement Dated September 10, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPIMD)

The Polit Bureau of the CPHM) strongly opposss e
revommendations of the Telecom Regulatory Authonty of India
(TRAD which will lead to a big increase in the rental rates of
telephones and the charges for loval calls. The proposed st
tukes tn rentdd charges and the cost of tocal calls will prevent the
e\pamion of the wlephone network as a public uality for te
people.

Ou the other hand. the TRAI has proposed reduction of de
cost of calls through ceilulyr phones and long diswo®
international calls wtm:h cater to the affluent sections. The pebcy
of wnreasing the munmum tantt for ordinary subscribers will b
coatrary to a telecom policy which should be gearsd to providing
the maumum coversge of telephones both w the rural and urba
areas.

The Polit Bureay of the CPIM) calls upon the govermment i
W accept these retrograde proposals.

*fuousacy @ PEOPLE™S DEMOURACY™, New Deita, Sepeember 2U. 1998



CPI(M)’s Central Committee
Appreciates Kerala Fund Drive
for EMS Academy*

The Central Commitice of the Commumst Party of India
(Marxist) expresses its deep appreciation of the tremendous
response of the people of Kerala to the call to donate to the fund
for the proposed EMS Academy. It warmly greets all the
workers, peasants, agnicultural workers, students, youth, women,
intellectuals and ordinary citizens who donated generously
whatever they could give to the fund. The target of Rs. 112 lakh
was far exceeded and the total collection was Rs. four crore two

Such a massive response shows the deep affection and respect
for the great contnbution of EMS Namboodinpad to the
democratic movement in Kerala and the cause of the working
people all over the country. The Central Commuttee congratulates
the Kerala Suate Commuttee of the CPLM) for successfully
organizing this record mass collection.

*Pubbshed m "PEOPLE 'S DEMOCRACY™, New Dribe, Sepiember 27, 1998
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Communique Issued by
The Central Committee of The CPI(M)
Following Its Meeting Held in New Delhi
on September 18-20, 1998*

If the Vajpayee Government imposes President’s Rule in Bihar
despite all-round opposition to the move, it will be "a disaster”
and set a precedent that "no one can justify"”, asserted the CPI(M)
General Secretary, Harkishan Singh Surjeet, while expressing the
Party's strong condemnation of the proposed move to invoke
Article 356 to dismiss the Rabri Devi Government. The CPI(M)
Central Committee has appealed to the President of India 1o
intervene to stop the misuse of Article 356, and Left leaders had
sought time from Rashtrapati Bhavan to personally convey this 10
the President, Surjeet said.

Addressing a Press conference on September 21, 1998
afternoon, at the Party headquarters, in New Delhi, following the
three-day Central Committee meeting of the CPI(M), Surjeet said
the main agenda before the Central Committee was finalization of
the draft Political-Organizational Report for the | 6th Party
Congress. Apart from that, the current political situation was also
discussed.

Speaking at length on the Bihar issue, Surjeet said, "We have
vast differences with Laloo Prasad Yadav and our Party has been
campaigning against him in Bihar. But we have always opposed
the misuse of Article 356", He pointed out that the CPI(M) had
earlier stood for scrapping the Article altogether but was now of
the view that it should be used very sparingly only when national
unity was under threat and the secular principle WS

compromised as had happened following the demolition of the
Babri Masjid.

*Published 1n "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delht, September 27, 1998
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In the case of Bihar, the Vajpavee Government and the State
Governor, Sunder Singh Bhandari, were playing blatantly
partisan politics with the Governor publicly stating that the Rabri
Devi Government would be dismissed. Surjeet pointed out that all
major political parties including the BJP's allies such as the
MDMK and Akali Dal had opposed the imposition of President’s
Rule. If the Centre still went ahead with the move, it would be a
disaster, he said.

Expressing the CPI(M)'s opposition to the formation of a
separate state of Vananchal in Bihar, Surjeet went on to explain
why the formation of new states was a dangerous ploy to divide
the people and divert attention from real problems. He said there
were very many linguistic identities in this country and Indian
unity could be maintained only on the basis of linguistic states.
He recalled the long history of struggle for the formation of
linguistic states in the years after Independence in which the
Communists had played a key role. The BJP's plan of carving out
smaller states on the pretext of "administrative convenience” was
aimed at breaking the linguistic unity, weakening the states,
diverting people's attention from the real causes of backwardness,
and facilitating the penetration of its Hindutva ideology.

He said many areas, particularly tribal dominated areas,
suffered from backwardness and this fuelled discontent which was
misused to raise demands for separate states. But statehood
would not solve the problems of backwardness. In the case of
Vananchal, the tribal people of Jharkhand would not benefit from
a separate state. The tribal people would be a minority in the
proposed state, constituting just about one third of the total
populace. Neither the problems of identity nor backwardness
would be solved by a separate state, rather it would help only
vested political and business interests in the region, he said. The
Bihar State Committee of the CPI(M) would firmly oppose the
Vananchal Bill and was organizing a statewide 'rasta roko' on
September 21, 1998 against the division of Bihar.

Regarding the economic situation, Surjeet said even as the
people were reeling under the effect of the worst price rise ever,
the BJP Government was the least concerned. Instead, it was
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blatantly supporting and helping traders and big business in
raking in more and more profits at the cost of the people. The
disinvestment of shares in profitable public sector companies and
the brazen cooperation with big business showed the extent to
which the BJP was selling out the people's interests, he said. In
this connection, he announced the Party's decision to fully back
the two-day public sector strike on December 10 and 11, 1998 and
the general strike on December 11, 1998.

On the CTBT issue, Surjeet said the Government was "enacting
a drama" with periodic statements that it would not sign the
CTBT and at the same time conducting secret talks with the US on
signing it. Given the BJP-led Government's determination 10
continue whole hog with the liberalization of the economy, it
could not withstand US pressures on the CTBT issue, Surjeet said
while reiterating the CPI(M)'s total opposition to signing the
treaty.

In reply to a spate of questions on the proposed "third
alternative”, Surjeet said the experience of the past and the
current situation had underlined that "in the present situation, the
third alternative is of the utmost necessity, the third alternative is
a must and it is an alternative that cannot include the Congress or
BJP", he said.

Asked whether the Rashtriya Loktantrik Morcha, the DMK,
and other political parties would form part of this alternative,
Surjeet said, "l do not want to go into details, but want 10
emphasize the need to work towards a third alternative. It cannot
be done in one day".

Asked why the Left was ready to back a Congress(l)-led
Government while talking of a third alternative which would not
include the Congress(l), Surjeet pointed out that at this moment if
the BJP is to be replaced, a non-Congress Government Was
simply not feasible. Therefore, while the aim to build a third
alternative remained a primary goal, in the short term other
tactics would have to be adopted keeping in mind the need 10
remove the BJP.

On the question of cooperating with the Rashtriva Janata Dal
in order to build a third alternative, Surjeet said in Bihar owr
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opposition to Laloo Prasad Yadav remained. However, on specific
issues such as the Vananchal question or Article 356, there could
be cooperation. He pointed out that the CPI(M) had given the call
for protest actions against Vananchal and the Rashtriva Janata
Dal had decided to back it. "Should we have refused their support
to our call?” Surjeet asked. On whether the Rashtriva Loktantrik
Morcha would be included in the third alternative, Surjeet said,
"They have their own front. Let us see. | will not say I will have
nothing to do with them”,

The Central Committee communique issued on the occasion
follows:

Bihar : Stop Use of Article 356

The Central Committee strongly condemned the BJP-led
Government's move to invoke Article 356 of the Constitution to
dismiss the Rabri Devi Government and impose President's Rule.
The Governor of Bihar, S.S. Bhandari, a senior RSS leader, is
being used as the instrument for this totally undemocratic and
dangerous game. The Prime Minister, much before the
Govemor's report to the Centre, had already announced the
Centre's decision to remove the Bihar Government. The BJP has
no qualms about brazenly violating the constitutional norms as
spelt out by the Supreme Court in the Bommai judgement.

The Central Committee appealed to the President of India to
intervene to stop this blatant violation of the Constitution.

The Central Committee endorsed the stand taken by the Bihar
State Committee not to support the Vananchal Bill in the
assembly which will lead to the division of Bihar. The Central
Committee reiterates its stand that the formation of new states by
the BJP Government is motivated to weaken the states' rights and
violate the linguistic principle of formation of states.

Relentless Price Rise '

The Central Committee expressed its deep concern at the
deteriorating economic situation. There is recession in the
industrial sector, falling exports and rising inflation. The prices
of essential commodities continue to rise relentlessly with the
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Vajpayee Government showing its open bias in favour of the big
traders and hoarders. The shocking scandal of the adulteration of
mustard and other edible oils which has led to a large number of
deaths in the capital city' is a glaring example of this nexus
between the BJP and unscrupulous traders.

The Central Commuittee strongly condemned the
announcement of the Finance Minister, Yashwant Sinha, that
disinvestment of shares in four public sector companies which are
profitable, will be done from this month itself. The Central
Committee warns the BIP Government that its drive to dismantle
the public sector will be resisted and fought back by the working
class and all democratic forces. In this connection the Central
Committee decided to extend full support to the two-day public
sector strike on December 11 and 12 and the general strike of all
sections on December 12, 1998. The Central Committee called
upon all Party units to make this call a success by mobilizing all
sections of the people to join this protest action.

Alongwith the moves to privatize the public sector, the
Vajpayee Government is fully aligning with big business. The
Prime Minister has set up a Council of Trade and Industry
consisting of representatives of big business. In the name of
"partnership between industry and government" this council has
been given a free run to even co-opt government officials to sub-
committees headed by the big businessmen. This subordination of
the government machinery to the big corporate houses is illegal
and will be detrimental to the parliamentary democratic system of
governance.

The worldwide crisis affecting the financial markets and the
capitalist system is having adverse effect on the Indian economy
too. All those who were advocating the IMF-World Bank dictated
pthies of liberalization in India, are now being exposed for their
blind adherence to policies which are proving harmful for one
country after another. The collapse of the Russian financial
system is the latest example after the East Asian Crisis.

Stop CTBT Negotiations

The Centml Committee warned the BJP Government not t0 80
ahead with signing of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT).
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The clandestine negotiations which have been going on between
Strobe Talbott and Jaswant Singh, and the similar talks between
the US envoy and the Pakistan foreign secretary, show that both
countries are now desperately trying to come to terms with the
USA by offering to join the CTBT. To adhere to a policy of
weaponization while succumbing to US pressures on CTBT and
other related matters is an unprincipled position which will be
against the interests of India.

September 16 Rally

The Central Committee noted the good response to the
September 16, 1998 rally organized by the Party at New Delhi. It
congratulated all the Party units which conducted a one-month
campaign against price rise and the communal policies of BJP
Government, which mobilized people to come and attend rally.

Grim Flood Situation

The Central Committee expressed its serious concern at the
devastating floods which have affected the states of Assam,
West Bengal, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and parts of Gujarat and
Orissa. Thousands of people have lost their lives and lakhs have
become homeless and lost their properties. Despite repeated
requests the Central Government has not declared this a national
calamity. Unless this is done and sufficient special provision of
funds made, the wide ranging destruction cannot be tackled. The
Central Committee has now set up a fund to help the flood
affected people with a donation of Rs one lakh. It calls upon all
Party units to raise money for this fund.

Party Congress Preparations

The Central Committee discussed and finalized the political-
organizational report for the 16th Party Congress to be held in
Calcutta from October 5 to 11. The report reviews the political
and organizational work done by the Party since the 15th
Congress.

The Central Committee will now meet in Calcutta on October
4, 1998 on the eve of the Congress.
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CPI(M) Condemns Move of BJP
Government to Dismiss
State Government in Bihar*

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of In{lia
(Marxist), while in session at Delhi, issued the following
statement on September 19, 1998:

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the
move to invoke Article 356 against the Bihar State Government.
The reports suggesting that the Governor has already submitted
his report and the Central Government is giving it a serious
consideration smacks of authoritarianism of the worst kind. This
has come following the repeated statements by the Prime
Minister and Home Minister that the Bihar Government will be
dismissed soon. Such a move is all the more obnoxious since the
Bihar Assembly is currently in session and the motion of
confidence moved by the Chief Minister has been admitted to be
discussed on September 21, 1998,

It is, indeed, a matter of shame that the Central Government is

resorting to such a blatantly anti-democratic manoeuvre at a time
when crores of people in Bihar are languishing under the ravages
of unprecedented floods. Further, the assembly is also slated 10
discuss the other important issue of considering the Central
Government’s proposal for the creation of the Vananchal State. It
is clear that the BIP places the petty interests of its pastisaf
coalitional politics above the interests of the people of Bihar
the democratic content of Indian Constitution.
_ If the BJP-led Government goes ahead and invokes Article 356
in Bihar against all established legal opinion and democratic
norms pre-empting the Bihar Assembly from exercising its ngh!
of testing the majority on the floor of the House, this would:
indeed, constitute the most disgraceful rape of democracy.

*Published in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, September 27, 1998.
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On Dismissal of Bihar Government*

Statement Dated September 22, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) denounces the decision of the
BJP-led Government to recommend the dismissal of the Bihar
State Government and imposition of President’s Rule in the state.
This is a crude attack on democracy and the federal system.
Article 356 of the Constitution is being cynically misused by the
Vajpayee Government with the help of the Bihar Governor.
Breaching all conventions, the Governor, an RSS leader, publicly
announced his intention to remove the Bihar Government.

The people of this country will not tolerate this attack on
democracy. The CPI(M) is confident that the President of India
will uphold constitutional and democratic norms when dealing
with the matter. The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly protests
this assault on the rights of the states.

*Published in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Dethi, September 27, 1998
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On Minorities Commission
Proposals*

Statement Dated September 28, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The proposal made by the National Commission for Minorities
for setting up an independent and impartial high-powered body to
decide on the action to be taken on the Srikrishna Commission
report on the Mumbai riots has, once again, drawn attention to
the refusal to take any action against those held responsible
in the report for the riots. The National Commission’s
recommendations to the Union Government highlight the res-
ponsibility of the Centre in a situation where the Shiv Sena-led

Government has obstructed any steps to be taken on the report’s
recommendations.

The Mumbai riots led to widespread loss of lives and
persecution of the minorities. The Central Government has to
consider the specific steps suggested by the Commission
seriously and take an immediate decision in the matter.

*Published in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, October 4, 1998.



CPI(M)’s Greetings to
PDS, Germany*

The following letter, dated September 28, 1998 was addressed by
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, General Secretary of CPI(M) to Lothar
Bisky, Chairman, PDS (Party of Democratic Socialism) of

Germany:

The Central Committee of the Comumaunst Party of India
(Marxist) sends its warm congratulations © the PDS of Germany.
for the good showing of the Party im the just ¢oncluded elections
in Germany.

With the over five per cent of the voie polled by the Party, the
PDS will get a sizeable representation i the German Pathament.

The CPI(M) has been following with keen nterest the
developments in United Germany and the acuvitics of the PDS,
The CPI(M) hopes that i the comung days the PDS of Geimany
will able to gain the confidence of more and more people m
Germany and reach newer heighis.

Once again, on behalf of the Central Comumutice of the CPI(M),
let me extend congratulations to the PDS. Please convey our
greetings to all members of your Party.

*Published 1 "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delti, October 4, 1998.
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On Vishwa Hindu Parishad’s
Attacks on Christian Community
and Church Institutions*

Statement Dated September 29, 1998 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the statement
issued by the Vishwa Hindu Parishad, virtually justifying the
spate of attacks on the Christian community and church
institutions. A statement of the VHP has claimed that "the assault
on the missionaries in Jhabua, Madhya Pradesh, and the violence
and loot against them in Baghpat, Uttar Pradesh, was the direct
result of conversion of Hindus to Christianity by the Christian
priests”. It is shocking that the rape of nuns in Jhabua is being

justified in this manner. Such rabid and inflammatory statements
should be dealt with firmly.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) demands that the authorities
take legal action under the penal laws against such elements who
incite communal hatred against a minority community. The Polit
Burecau demands that firm action be taken against the
VHP-Bajrang Dal elements who are instigating attacks against
the Christian community in different parts of the country. It calls
upon all sections of the people, who are concemed Wwith

democracy and communal harmony, to protest against these
attacks.

*Published in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, October 4, 1998
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Welcome Address by Jyoti Basu,
Chairman of The Reception Committee
for The 16th Congress of The Communist
Party of India (Marxist), Held in Calcutta,
on October 5-11, 1998*

On behalf of the Reception Committee, I welcome all the
delegates and participants in the 16th Congress of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) which is being held in Calcutta. It is an
honour for us to hold the Congress. We are happy to greet the
foreign delegates who are attending our Congress to express their
solidarity with us. The CPI(M) considers itself an integral part of
the international struggle against imperialism and for national
liberation. India, the second most populous country in the
world, is faced with serious and complex problems in the
political, economic and social spheres even after 50 years of
independence.

Our Party’s draft Political Resolution was circulated to all the
units of the Party two months earlier to discuss and send
suggestions and amendments to the Party Congress where
delegates will finalize it. The other agenda is the discussion on
the draft Political Organizational Report which the delegates will
discuss and adopt.

The CPI(M), despite its uneven growth and limited influence,
has eamed prestige in the political life of the country because it
has been playing a principled and significant role in all spheres. It
has withstood repression and calumny and carried on economic
struggle against bourgeois-landlord policies, opposed blind and
unthinking acceptance of IMF and World Bank prescriptions.
Whilst not isolating ourselves from the global economy, we have
been advocating the need of foreign investments in mutual
interest; we have been emphasizing the need to build in our

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, October 18, 1998
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country a self-reliant economy while learning from others. We
are against developing an economy only for ten to fifteen per cent
of the people as is happening now, but for the vast masses. Whilst
not minimizing the need of exports, we are for expanding an
internal market by raising the purchasing power of the people in
such a vast country like ours.

We take setiously the UN Human Development Reports 1996
and 1997 in which it is stated:

"(i) The world has become more polarized and the gulf
between the poor and rich of the world has widened even
further.

(11) Even the industrial countries still have major human
development concerns: millions of people live in constant
insecurity menaced by crime, drugs, pollution, unemploy-
ment and homelessness.

(iii) During this whole process of liberalization, adjustment
and prvatization, concern for the poor was pushed into the
background. Policy-makers assumed that even if poverty
increased in the short-term, this was the price to be paid
for long-term stability and growth."

The Human Development Report, 1997, while discussing
about the developing countries, has raised several issues such as
more supportive macro-economic policy for poverty eradication,
a fairer institutional environment for global trade and selective

support for global technology priorities, action on global debt and
better access to finance for the poor countries.

The.trickle-down theory has not worked even in the developed
countries let alone a developing country like ours.

The CPI(M) has been conducting political and ideological
stmggle against reactionary and divisive forces and raising the
con_ss:lousness of the people emphasizing the need of value-based
politics and democratic processes.

It has. stood firmly against fundamentalism, corruption,
opportunism and criminalization of politics. It has been

continuously attempting to build Left unity and gather together
all the Left, democratic and secular forces.
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In the capitalist-feudal set-up it has been able to establish Left
and Left democratic governments in the three States of West
Bengal, Kerala and Tripura with a population of 120 million
(12 crores). In the face of severe constitutional limitations and
discrimination most of the time by the governments at the Centre,
these state governments have been able to set an example of an
alternative type of governance in the present capitalist feudal
system by implementing common minimum programmes to
advance the cause of the people as never before. These
governments have carried out land reforms, programmes for rural
development. They have also recorded considerable success in
decentralization of power and unleashing people’s initiative in
developmental work. These governments have assured
democratic rights to workers and other sections of the people.
This is an unparalleled achievement and an example for the rest
of India. In West Bengal, our government has been in existence
continuously for 21 years.

Now, with the formation of the Central Government of 18
parties led by the BJP, a fundamentalist, communal, corrupt,
opportunist, undemocratic party, a new danger has arisen. The
Hindu religion is also being denigrated and insulted by the BJP.
Hindu religious preachers and gurus have never advocated hatred
against other religions or destroying their places of worship. The
BJP’s policies have also encouraged fundamentalism among
some sections of the minorities which needs to be spurned in
their own interest. Already, within a few months, guided by the
IMF and World Bank, severe burdens are being imposed on the
people. Indian industries are being adversely affected—both state
and private. Democratic rights are being trampled upon by
advocating President’s Rule in Bihar by removing an elected
government, which enjoys the majority in the Assembly. To
divert the attention of the people, its recourse to atomic blasts,
really meant for political purposes, has been counter-productive
particularly after the blasts in Pakistan. The govemment has
earmned the scom of the people and India stands isolated in the
comity of nations. India’s foreign policy has undergone a
fundamental change.
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The Congress(I), the main opposition in the Lok Sabha ha
ruled from Delhi for 45 years. It is not a communal party but it
has been surrendering to the communal forces. In the economic
sphere, its policies have helped only a tiny section of the upper
layer of the society, neglecting the vast majority. India’s
dependence on outside has increased and our industries in both
state and private sectors have been weakened. It cannot be of any
satisfaction for the Congress(I) that the BJP and some of their
allies have surpassed it in corruption. All these and its increasing
isolation from the people surely calls for self-introspection on its
part.

The United Front, which we were supporting, has been
weakened and the call for another UF Government lacked
credibility in the 1998 Lok Sabha elections and in fact, gave an
electoral advantage to the BJP. The CPI(M) and the Left parties
have, in such a situation, greater responsibility in mobilizing the
forces which stand for secularism. With courage and faith in the
people, we shall overcome difficulties and carry out the
immediate tasks by undertaking struggles in the economic,
political and ideological spheres. We need to expand our Party
into a mass revolutionary party to carry out not only the
immediate tasks but for achieving our ultimate objective of
People’s Democracy and Socialism—a non-exploitative society-
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Political Resolution Adopted by

The 16th Congress of The CPI(M)
Held in Calcutta on October 5-11, 1998*

INTERNATIONAL

1.1 The events during the last three and a half years since the
15th Congress confirm the fact that the political, economic and
ideological offensive unleashed by imperialism after dismantling
of the socialist system in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe is
being increasingly resisted by progressive forces the world over.
However, as was noted, these reverses to the forces of world
socialism provide an opportunity for the expansion of capitalism,
temporarily shifting the balance of forces in favour of
imperialism.

1.2 Notwithstanding this, during this period, capitalism has
shown more clearly its inability to solve the basic problems
facing humanity. The tremendous growth of productive forces
aided by scientific and technological advance has resulted in a
situnation where the economic growth that is taking place in the
advanced capitalist countries is best described as "jobless
growth”. Another feature of this growth is fast growing
disparities within and among countries the world over. The very
class nature of capitalism is manifesting itself with a greater
ferocity, intensifying exploitation of the working people and of
the developing countries throughout the world. Such a pattern of
development is posing a serious threat to the world’s environment
also. The ever growing and enormous potential for developing
productive forces which have been opened by the scientific and
technological revolution is being limited by the logic of

*Published as a booklet in October 1998,
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capitalist production relations and its search for maximum profits.
In this process, all the major contradictions between impenalism
and socialism, imperialism and the third world countries, labour
and capital, and inter-imperialist contradictions are getting
intensified.

1.3 Globalization has acquired a worldwide dimension in the
financial sphere with the current practically unhindered
circulation of transnational capital. This process is helped by
developments in science and technology, particularly information
technology. The internationalization of finance capital and the
relatively greater options for exploitation of the third world
countries together allow not only the consolidation of capitalism
but also new impenalist offensives that are mounted against the
majority of the people of this world. The attempts to doctor the
economies of the third world countries to suit imperialist interests
while seriously assaulting their sovereignty is proceeding through
the IMF-World Bank and the WTO.

1.4 The overall development in the world capitalist system.
however, is marked by the contrasting development of a degree
that was not seen earlier. Reflecting the uneven and cyclical
nature of capitalist development, Germany and Japan which
witnessed rapid growth in recent decades are now in the midst of
a cnsis with sagging growth rates, nsing unemployment and
weak currencies. The crisis in Japan has reached unprecedented
levels. On the other hand, the United States and Britain have
tumed around from relative stagnation to register higher GDP
growth rates than the OECD average, along with a relatively
lower and even declining unemployment levels.

15 In the advanced capitalist countries, particularty of
E“mp'f’» tmportant developments have taken place. The rightwing
offensive which began in the eighties targeted the social welfare
benefits earned by the working class through decades of struggle-
The absence of socialist system in the Soviet Union and Easter
Europe heightened the cuts as social security expenditure w3
no longer imperative to check the spread of socialist ideas.
This trend was intensified with the efforts of the Europea
Union countries to implement the Maastricht Treaty provisions.
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In order to keep the fiscal deficit down to 3 per cent of the
GDP which is the cnterion for the European Monetary Union,
the ruling classes in Western European countries are reducing
public expenditure drastically and cutting down pensions, health,
education and other welfare benefits of the working people.
The restructuring of industry has been leading to high levels
of unemployment.

1.6 The important productive force, the working class is being
undermined. The "jobless growth™ has, according to the Human
Development Report, 1996, resulted in 39 million unemployed in
the OECD countries. Describing the worldwide situation the
Report states, "Unemployment is high and growing™. The 1997
report notes that, "Many industrial countries have waiched
unemployment soar to levels not recorded since the 1930s and
income inequality reach levels not recorded since the last
century”. On the impact of the neo-liberal economic policies the
report notes, "Rising unemployment, falling wages and cuts in
social services are driving many people into poverty in industrial
countrics—and threatening the futures of millions more. Many of
the poorest are kept at the bottom by social exclusion”.

1.7 It is on these issues that big working class struggles have
taken place all over Europe particularly in France. Italy and
Germany. The most significant protest action was the general
strike in France by the public sector employees in the winter of
1995 which was directed against globalization and privatization.
This growing resistance was also reflected in the massive South
Korean workers strike of 1996. Similarly, growing resistance to
the neo-liberal economic offensive is seen in the widespread
struggles in Latin Amenca. Though these struggles have so far
been defensive in character (1.e. protecting the existing nghts and
benefits), they nevertheless constitute a growing resistance o
new capitalist offensives.

1.8 The struggles of the working class against the attacks
on social welfare and nghts of the working people and the
growing abandonment by the State of its social responsibilibes
are finding expression not only through trade union struggles but
also have its political impact. This is seen in the recent election



374 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

results in France, Italy, Britain, Greece and Germany where the
rightwing ruling parties were dislodged from power and social
democratic parties and Centre-Left Governments took office.
However, a disquieting feature has been the growth of
xenophobia and neo-fascist forces in some of these countries.
Racism is also growing as a result of the social distortion and
unemployment caused by the present conditions. The reactionary
forces are seeking to exploit the growing popular discontent to
their advantage.

1.9 An important development that continues to have 2
significant bearing on world capitalism is the crisis that erupted
in the economies of South-East Asian countries. These so-called
Asian Tigers held out as ‘models’ for third world countries
were used to spread the illusion that the third world economies
can only advance by following the prescriptions of the IMF and
the World Bank. Thailand, Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Philippines and South Korea, which experienced high growth
rates for several years are now in the midst of a deep crisis which
began with the flow of capital out of their countries and
weakening of their currencies. This currency crisis spread to
Hong Kong and had global ramifications manifested in the world-
wide stock market crash in 1997. Subsequently, the crisis
deepened leading to a collapse of Russian financial markets.

1.10 In order to contain the crisis, the IMF and World Bank
doled out an unprecedentedly massive financial assistance t0
shore up these economies. Yet, the crisis did not abate. On the
contrary, it deepened affecting Japan. The Japanese yen has
depngcnatcd significantly and the government has officially
ad.mltted that the country is in the grip of a recession. This in tum
will further compound the crisis with serious implications for
world capitalism. The economic crisis manifested itself in the
severe defeat of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party in the recent
elgctions to Japan’s upper house of Parliament leading to the
resignation of the Prime Minister.

.11 The internationalization of finance capital and its
consequent pressures for the removal of all barriers for its fre¢
movement in search of predatory speculative profits is the main
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factor triggering this crisis. The specific aim is to open the
economies, particularly the capital markets of the third world
countries for quick profits. This has shattered the illusion that the
third world can develop as appendages of imperialist capital.

1.12 These IMF-World Bank pressures to open the economies
of third world countries to international flows of speculative
capital had ruined the Mexican economy in 1994. In 1997 the
same policies have plunged the South-East Asian economies in a
serious crisis. Millions of people have been ruined and adversely
affected by this crisis. Militant protests and spontaneous outbursts
like food riots took place in many countries.

1.13 In Indonesia, militant student demonstrations catalyzed
a massive popular upsurge against the dictatorial regime of
Suharto. He was forced to step down after nearly three decades of
tyrannical rule. But the successor he nominated is continuing
with the same ruinous economic policies to the detriment of the
living conditions of the common people.

1.14 The lesson for the third world countries from this is
obvious. With the IMF insisting that they switch over to full
capital convertibility their economies will be at the mercy of
international speculators and predatory capital. The G-15 summit
held in Malaysia in November 1997 voiced the concerns of the
developing countries about the predatory role of speculative
finance capital and the unequal terms of trade. The IMF, in the
meantime, is amending its articles of agreement to incorporate a
mandate to oversee global capital account liberalization.

1.15 In the erstwhile socialist countries, the process of
restoration of capitalism is facing resistance due to the huge
diop in living conditions of the people, increased poverty,
unemployment and violent ethnic conflicts which occurred after
socialism was dismantled. The Human Development Report 1996
states, "In Eastern Europe and the CIS countries unemployment
has ballooned (from zero) since the start of reforms in 1990,
with wage employment falling sharply—by as much as 30 per
cent in Bulgaria and Hungary". The 1997 report states that
these countries "have seen the greatest deterioration in the past
decade. Income poverty has spread from a small part of their
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population to about a third—120 million people". The recent
financial crisis in Russia has sharply aggravated the miseries of
the people. The political crisis that this triggered off has seen the
Communist Party of Russian Federation mobilizing the popular
discontent in a big way. Yeltsin could not finally appoint a Prime
Minister of his choice with the Communist dominated Parliament
twice rejecting his nominee. He had to finally compromise. The
popular discontent in many of these countries is expressed in the
rejection of some of the rightwing regimes which had embarked
on outright capitalist restoration in these countries. In some
others, parties organized by the former Communists have gained
popular support and have come to power reflecting popular
discontent with the capitalist restoration, though they do not
mean a return to the socialist path.

1.16 The imposition of structural adjustment, the severe
exploitation of labour, the system of unequal trade, the plunder of
natural resources by the imperialist powers and the multinational
corporations continue to unbearably burden the third world
people. According to the Human Development Report of 1996, of
the $ 23 trillion global GDP in 1995, $ 18 trillion is in the
industrialized countries and only $ 5 trillion in the developing
countries even though they have nearly 80 per cent of the world’s
people. According to the 1997 Report, "The share of the poorest
20 per cent of the world’s people in global income now stands at
a miserable 1.1%, down from 1.4% in 1991 and 2.3% in 1960. It
continues to shrink. And, the ratio of the top 20% to that of the
poorest 20% rose from 30:1 in 1960 to 60:1 in 1991—and to 2
startling new high of 78:1 in 1994".

1.17 The development of regional economic blocs, noted in
the last Congress, reflects the existence of the three major centres
of world capitalism, their mutual rivalries and attempts 10
consolidate their position. The European Union with its drive ©
achieve monetary union is one pole. The other is the NAFTA led
by the US trying to extend it southwards into Latin America. The

third pole is Japan and its efforts to expand its sphere in East and
South-East Asia.
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1.18 The United States maintains its hegemonistic role in
the impenalist system. This continues despite some conflicts
with other powers like Japan, France and Germany. It is the US
backing which emboldens Israel to violate the terms of even the
unequal peace agreement to deprive the Palestinians of real
autonomy and block the formation of an independent Palestinian
State. The USA continues with its military manoeuvres in West
Asia and inhuman sanctions against Iraq. Libya is also subject to
sanctions. The brazen and unilateral missile attacks on Sudan
and Afghanistan by US imperialism, once again, reveals its
hegemonistic designs. These attacks confirm that the USA uses
all reactionary and terroristic forces to advance its objective. The
"Dayton Accord" provided the basis for US intervention in the
Balkans. The US is actively working to subvert and suppress
progressive and revolutionary forces in Nicaragua, El Salvador
and other Latin American countries. In Central Asia, the former
Asian Soviet Republics are gaining increasing significance in US
strategic designs. Besides US imperialism seeks to control the
economic resources in this area, particularly the oil reserves.

1.19 The US imperialism strengthened by the current revival
of its economy is seeking to consolidate its global hegemony.
The expansion of NATO eastwards and the membership of some
of the East-European countries in NATO is a glaring expression
of the US designs. The USA and other imperialist powers refuse
to destroy nuclear weapons thus sabotaging all efforts to achieve
universal nuclear disarmament. The much touted propaganda
that the ‘end of the cold war’ would see marked reduction in
armament expenditure resulting in a ‘peace dividend’ benefitting
humanity, has just not materialized. The 1997 Human
Development Report notes, "The post-cold war reductions in
military expenditures should have been seen as a major
opportunity for social investment. Instead, the priority seems to
be saving money and reducing services. The very idea of the
welfare State has been called into question and is under threat".
On the other hand, by persisting with the theory of "nuclear
deterrence”, work on programmes for production of new weapons
is growing, thus ensuring the nuclear monopoly in the hands of a
few imperialist powers.



378 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

1.20 The United Nations instead of promoting disarmament,
development, political solutions to conflicts and international
cooperation tends to become an instrument of hegemonistic
policies of the US and its allies. The democratic restructuring of
the United Nations and its Security Council is urgently called for.
The IMF, World Bank, WTO, NATO, a UN manipulated by the
US and other great imperialist powers, constitute the main pillars
of the imperialist vision of a new order. The imposition of its
global economic agenda, political pressures and military
interventions constitute its new offensive.

1.21 The socialist countries China, Vietnam, Cuba and DPR

Korea, Laos have sought to protect their path of socialist
development in the face of the adverse world situation. China
which has undertaken economic reforms has emerged as a strong
economic power with rapid progress registered in every field of
the economy. This development will have an important bearing in
the future days in the resistance to imperialist domination. Hong
Kong which remained a colony of British imperialism has now
been reunited with China. This is the result of the policy adopted
by the Communist Party of China of "one country—two systems".
It is a setback not only to British imperialism but for imperialism
in general.
. 1.22 Cuba which has been the relentless target of US
imperialism and subjected to economic blockade and subversion
has today reorganized its economic relations and is courageously
defc.enc.iing the social achievements which are the fruits of the
soc1ahst system. Vietnam has made steady progress in rebuilding
its economy and raising the living standards of the people. The
DPRK ‘has. been firmly resisting US-Japanese pressures (0
undermine its'sovereignty, while facing a difficult food situation
domestically.

1.2.3 Islamic fundamentalism, a phenomenon which has been
prominent since the eighties, continues to pose a threat to
secular-democratic forces in many countries. The Taliban in
Afghanistan represents the most virulent and reactionary form of
this trend. The US imperialism is tacitly backing the Taliban t0
establish its hegemony so that it can reach out to Central Asia
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The civil war in Afghanistan continues causing severe suffering
to the people. Despite the Presidential elections Algeria is still in
the grip of terrorist violence perpetuated by the Islamic
fundamentalist groups.

1.24 South Africa, the most developed capitalist country in the
African continent, is grappling with the problem of ensuring a
just multi-racial society where the black people can advance
towards economic emancipation and social progress. This
struggle is being waged by the progressive forces in a situation
where big capital controls the economic system and the vestiges
of the old regime hold powerful sway.

1.25 The CPI(M) reaffirms its deep commitment to defend
socialism and expresses its firm solidarity with the socialist
countries which face hostile imperialist manoeuvres.

1.26 The worldwide resistance to the attempts by imperialism
to impose its unequal order and intensify exploitation is gathering
momentum. This period has seen the revival and regrouping of
Communists, progressive and democratic forces and the growing
fight back by the working class. The international trade union
conference in Havana against globalization and neo-liberalism in
August 1997 manifested the growing urge for united struggles
against the imperialist onslaughts, as have subsequent inter-
national meetings all over the world commemorating the 150th
anniversary of the publication of the Communist Manifesto. The
CPI(M) considers itself an integral part of this international
struggle and solidarity against imperialism. As a Party based on
proletarian internationalism, the CPI(M) will ceaselessly mobilize
the Indian people to play their due role in the struggle against the
imperialist order and for democracy and socialism.

NATIONAL SITUATION

2.1 A new situation arose in the country with the Bharatiya
Janata Party-led Government assuming office in March 1998. For
the first time, the reins of power at the Centre are in the hands of
an avowedly communal party which works under the guidance of
the fascistic Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. This has greatly
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intensified the threat posed by the communal forces to the secular
and democratic foundations of the polity and the preservation of
national unity. Further, the right reactionary character of the
BJP-RSS combine portends a bigger onslaught on the working
people and the Left and democratic forces.

2.2 Before assessing how this changed situation came about it
will be pertinent to recall how we analyzed the situation in the
15th Party Congress held in April 1995. The Congress had come
to the following main conclusions: (a) the period ahead will be
marked by growing political instability; (b) the economic
policies being pursued by the Congress(I) Government will
push the country towards greater indebtedness threatening our
economic sovereignty and impose greater burdens on the working
people; (c) the growing communal challenge gravely threatens
the secular democratic foundations of independent India, its unity
and integrity and disrupts the unity of the working class and
toiling people. '

2.3 On this basis the 15th Congress laid down the tactical line
of (a) intensifying the struggles against the ruinous economic
policies; (b) intensifying the struggle against the communal
forces both politically and ideologically; (c) strengthening the
unity of Left, democratic and secular forces. In order to achieve
these objectives, the Party Congress highlighted the need to rally
all sections of the people in developing resistance to these
challenges. The Party Congress gave the slogan "to defeat the
Congress and the BIP" and to work for the success of the third
alternative. ,

2.4 qu general elections have taken place since then, in May
1996 and in February-March 1998. Both these elections have
conﬁrmed what was anticipated in the 15th Congress that the
perlod of political instability continues with no party winning 2
majority tn either of the elections. The results showed that (i) the
period of one-party dominance has ended with the Congress
losing its monopoly of power. The Congress suffered a rout in
the 1996 elections and could not recover ground in the 1998
f:lections; (i1) alongside the decline of the Congress was the ris¢
in the strength of the BJP which became the single largest party
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in the Lok Sabha in 1996 and also in the subsequent election;
(ii1) the Left and democratic forces being weak, the discontent
against the Congress misrule was utilized by the BJP to make
substantial gains. The Left could not increase their strength in
Parliament.

2.5 The years since the 15th Party Congress have seen the
continuing decline of the Janata Dal. It lost many seats in 1996
and suffered a split and further erosion in 1998. The regional
parties are strong in certain states and their role at the national
level has increased. However, given their state level preoccupa-
tion some of these parties adopt opportunist positions like
what the Telugu Desam Party did in supporting the Vajpayee
Government after the recent elections.

2.6 As the two general elections results show, unless the Left
gets strengthened and the intervention of the Left and democratic
forces steadily increases, radical change cannot be brought about.
The communal and rightist forces will continue to channelize the
popular discontent generated by the bourgeois-landlord rule,
despite the fact that these very forces support the policies of
liberalization which forms the basis for the growing popular
discontent. This is due to the weakness of the Left and
democratic forces. Only the growing intervention of the Left and
democratic forces can checkmate the communal and divisive
forces which are misleading the people.

2.7 The 15th Congress political resolution had stated that
both in the struggle against communalism and for opposing the
economic policies, we should strive to ally with the secular
bourgeois opposition parties. But in doing so it should be realized
that their approach to economic policies is not the same as ours.
Similarly, they will tend to take opportunistic positions in the
struggle against communalism, if it affects their electoral
prospects. It is based on this understanding that the Central
Committee worked out electoral tactics and made efforts to forge
a third alternative.

2.8 The Party took the initiative after the 1996 general
elections to stop the BJP from forming the government by the
formation of the United Front. It was this wide unity forged
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which led to the abrupt end of the unrepresentative 13-day
Vajpayee Government. Apart from the Left, the United Front
consisted of parties such as the Janata Dal, Samajwadi Party and
the regional parties including the TDP, DMK, TMC and AGP.
Tne United Front was not in a position to form a government on
its own. It was possible to form a secular government only with
the outside support of the Congress.

2.9 In these circumstances, the Central Committee decided
that the Party would not join the government and to support it
from outside. On the basis of this, the United Front was formed
and a Steering Committee was constituted with our participation
in it.

2.10 Fully conscious of the fact that all the secular bourgeois-
landlord parties also favour the ruinous economic policies of
liberalization, the Party nevertheless participated in the efforts
to draw up a common minimum programme with the prime
objective of thwarting the attempt by communal parties to capture
State power.

2.11 This Common Minimum Programme was a cOmpromise
document reflecting the views of the majority constituents of the
UF regarding the direction of economic policy which was 2
continuation of the earlier Congress economic policies. However
at the same time it contained many other features which would
have helped to advance the democratic movement in the country-
These pertain to federalism, secularism, social justice etc. as well
as some commitments to give relief to the working people of
certain economic issues.

2.12 While supporting this government from the outside the
Central Committee also decided that the Party should step up it
independent activity, demarcate from the anti-people policies of
fhe UF Government and consolidate the Party’s position 20
influence. Since the economic policies continued to impose
burdens on the people, the consequent popular discontent would
sought to be exploited by the communal forces for their advance:
The Party’s intervention should, therefore, be directed at tryin

to mobilize this growing popular discontent into democratic
channels.
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2.13 The Congress party, which was increasingly worried
about the investigations into corruption of its top leaders,
intervened and withdrew support to the Deve Gowda
Government and demanded his ouster as a price for continuing
support. In the United Front, despite the firm stand taken by the
CPI(M) and the Left parties, most of the other constituents
succumbed to this pressure. With the installation of the Gujral
Government, the Congress party increasingly sought to make its
presence felt. The overall performance of the United Front
Government shows that despite positive steps in foreign policy
and Centre-state relations, it vigorously pursued policies which
favoured liberalization and privatization. It failed to implement
the major policy commitments in the CMP which were in the
interests of the people: the one-third reservation for women in
legislatures, the central legislation for agricultural workers, the
Lokpal Bill, recognition of trade unions through secret ballot and
strengthening the public distribution system by providing for
foodgrains at half the price for people below the poverty line
were all measures which were not seriously taken up for adoption
or implementation.

2.14 The UF Government fell because of the unjustified
withdrawal of support by the Congress using the pretext of the
interim report of the Jain Commission. The elections held in
February-March 1998 led to a situation where the BJP advanced
further through forging new alliances with regional parties and
was able to form a coalition government at the Centre—Iled by
Atal Behari Vajpayee. The advent of Sonia Gandhi into the
leadership did not mark any basic change in the discredited
policies of the Congress party. The United Front suffered a
setback and lost almost half the number of seats. The performance
" of the UF Government could not make a positive impact on the
people due to its pursuance of the same economic policies
and failure to implement pro-people aspects of the Common
Minimum Programme, the negative impact of the policies
pursued by the state governments run by the non-Left constituents
of the UF and the lack of cohesiveness and unity in facing the
1998 elections.
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2.15 The formation of the Vajpayee Government is part of the
continued rightward shift in Indian politics which began a decade
ago. The BJP has grown stronger with an increased percentage of
votes and seats. With its allies it has added on more than 60 seats
since the previous election. The growth of the BJP is
accompanied by the continuing decline of the Congress party.
The erosion of the Congress has resulted in a shift in class terms
of considerable sections of the big bourgeois-landlords in favour
of the BJP. It is this shift towards the reactionary party with a

communal platform that has brought about a major change in the
situation. '

Economic Policies : Harmful Effect of Liberalization

2.16 The liberalization and structural adjustment policies
pursued by successive governments since 1991 at the behest of
the IMF and the World Bank are being carried forward much
further by the BJP Government. Even the short period it has
been in office has thoroughly exposed the hollowness of the
“swadeshi” plank, which it has been propagating. The period
since the 15th Party Congress has debunked the claims of steady
growth and the consequent benefits for the people touted by the
advocates of liberalization. Increasingly, these policies which
favour foreign capital and big business are being shown up for
what they are—inimical to economic sovereignty and harmful t0
the interests of the vast majority of the people.

2.17 Despite the adverse impact of the policies introduced by
the' Narasimha Rao Government in 1991, the UF Government
which took office in 1996, carried forward these policies and in
some respects went further ahead. In the 18 months of the UF
Government, there was further opening up to foreign capital
import liberalization, efforts to disinvest in public sector
emphasis on export-oriented growth and liberal concessions ©
the affluent sections through tax cuts. ‘

2.18 The BJP-led Coalition Government has quickly
abandoned its "swadeshi" platform. It openly started wooing the
MNCs in a big way. This has been accelerated in the name of
combating sanctions imposed by the USA after the nuclear tests:
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One of the first acts of the Vajpayee Government was to
announce an Exim policy which shifted 340 items to the Open
General Licence list including a large number of agricultural
commodities, thus removing quantitative restrictions on their
imports. The first Union budget announced delicensing of coal,
lignite and petroleum products, privatization of the Indian
Aitrlines and throwing the insurance sector open to private capital.
The govemment has also declared war on the public sector
by announcing that in all profit-making public sector units,
74 per cent of the equity shares would be sold off.

2.19 Under liberalization, the process of dismantling of the
public sector is on, completely reversing the basis of self-reliant
development in post-independent India. This will remove the
only bulwark the country has against domination by imperialist
capital. It hands over virtually free to the foreign and Indian
monopolists assets which were created by the people with great
sacrifice. The experience of the last few years show that proceeds
from the sale of PSU shares have been used for bridging the
budget deficit and not for modernization and upgradation of the
PSUs. The BJP Government’s policy of privatization of the oil
industry and opening up the mineral reserves for exploitation by
multinational mining companies is most harmful for the country’s
interests as it leads to the looting of its exhaustible natural
resources. The UF Government had earlier listed 35 industries for
automatic entry of foreign capital up to 51 per cent equity and
raised the foreign equity limit from 51 per cent to 74 per cent in
nine core and infrastructure sectors. The BJP Government has
gone ahead to provide counter-guarantees to power projects just
as the Congress(I) Government.

2.20 On the question of foreign investment, the issue is not
whether we need foreign capital or not but what type of
investment is required and on what terms. A large majority of the
capital flows into the country has been in the nature of portfolio
investment, which has the character of "hot money". In the
seven-year period of liberalization there has been 15 billion
dollars of such investment, which is meant for speculative
activities and not productive capital. Such portfolio investment is
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also leading to take over of Indian companies by buying up their
equity shares. Foreign direct investment which comes in as
productive capital has mainly been for either production of luxury
consumer goods, or for catering to the domestic market usually at
the expense of domestic producers.

2.21 The seven-year period of liberalization has been marked
by a distinct slowdown of growth in the main productive sectors
of the economy. The real GDP originating in growth and other
actjvities, which had grown at 3.7 per cent per annum during the
1980s, grew at only 2.8 per cent during 1990-91 to 1996-97. This
is compounded by the absolute stagnation in per ca‘pita foodgrain
output. Between 1990-91 and 1996-97 the annual growth of food-
grain production has been 1.7 per cent, falling below the rate of
population growth. This points to the emergence of a serious food
crisis caused by agricultural slowdown due to cutbacks in public
investment and shift of acreage to export agriculture. Instead
of implementing land reforms, land ceiling acts are sought
to be diluted as witnessed in Karnataka, Maharashtra and
Madhya Pradesh.

2.22 The living conditions of the rural poor has worsened. The
cutbacks in public investment and expenditure in rural areas, the
lower employment ntensity  of export-oriented agriculture
compared to foodgrains, and the increase in the average prict
which the poor have had to pay for their food, are the factors
pesponsible. The wide fluctuation in the prices of non-food crops
is adversely affecting the poorer sections of the peasantry. The
peasantry, which was supposed to have benefited from the shift ©
export agriculture, is caught in a new trap. The plight of large
number of cotton farmers who have been driven to suicide M
ADth Pra@esh and similar cases in Karnataka, Maharashtra and
Punjilb are indicative of this. The reliance on loans with hlgh
interest for purchasing inputs like pesticides, seeds and fertilizers
leads to peasants getting into a debt trap when the prices of cash
crops collapse or when crops fail.

=-23 In the industrial sphere, the slowdown in production led
te a recessionary condition in 1996-97 and growth in industrial
production will be even less in 1997-98 with capital goods sectof
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exhibiting negative growth. The current stagnation is not just
because of cutbacks in public spending but is also partly a result
of dumping of foreign goods on the Indian market. The
small-scale industries which made a substantial contribution to
production and employment are badly hit by these policies.
Sections of domestic capitalists have become apprehensive about
the entry of multinationals on favourable terms and its adverse
effects on domestic industry.

2.24 The trade deficit has widened sharply in the last two
years and it is 6.8 billion dollars in 1997-98. This is despite the
fact that the period witnessed an industrial recession, which
depressed import demand. The basic trade imbalance, which
was an excuse for "structural adjustment”, has worsened rather
than improved during the period of "structural adjustment”.
The WTO regime compels India to give up quantitative restric-
tions on imports which adversely affect domestic industry and
agriculture. Change in patent laws are called for to suit the
interests of the advanced capitalist countries.

2.25 On the fiscal front, the government has consistently
refused to mobilize resources from the affluent sections through
direct taxation. India’s central tax revenue to GDP ratio remains
one of the lowest in the world. The 1997-98 budget presented by
Chidambaram gave away concessions worth Rs. 10,000 crores to
the rich and the BJP Government’s 1998-99 budget has aiso
refrained from raising any additional revenue from direct taxes.
Lowering the taxes on the corporate sector and the rich and
increasing resort to indirect taxation, which burdens the common
man, is a marked feature of liberalization. After refusing to tax
the rich and then complaining about a resource crunch, successive
governments have made this the basis for inviting multinational
corporations. The scrapping of the Foreign Exchange Regulation
Act (FERA) and the proposed legislations in its place will
legitimize economic offences and give a fillip to hawala
transactions.

2.26 The adverse developments of the nineties since the
introduction of liberalization have finally culminated in the
present crisis of 1997-98. Foodgrain production is estimated



388 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

to drop by over 50 lakh (5 million) tonnes compared to the
preceding year, slowdown in the growth of industrial production
continues and it will be less than 5 per cent in 1997-98. Trade
deficit stands at the highest ever in the nineties. The fiscal deficit
is growing as also the government’s revenue deficit. The
sanctions imposed by the USA and its allies in the wake of the
nuclear blasts will create serious difficulties with regard to
foreign financial flows into the country, speculators will pull out
capital from the country leading to further depreciation of the
rupee. The rupee has touched a new low of 42 to a doller. The
external debt burden increased by around Rs. 44,000 crore in the
eight-month period between end-September 1997 and June 1998
on account of the 15 per cent depreciation of the rupee against the
dollar. The BJP Government’s policies will end up strengthening
the leverage of imperialism on the economy and India becoming
more vulnerable to speculation by international finance capital.

Conditions of the People

2.27 The seven-year period following the IMFE-World Bank
prescriptions have been a period of unremitting deterioration in
the living conditions of the ordinary people, particularly the rural
poor. The percentage of people living below the poverty line ros¢
from 34.3 in 1989-90 to 39.6 in 1994-95. Sixteen per cent of the
rural population have access to less than Rs. 3 per day. The real
wages of agricultural labourers fell during the 1991-95 period.
Per capita availability of pulses declined from 41.6 gms in 1991
to 34 gms in 1996.

2.28 Continuous price-rise has affected all sections of the
people. with the poor hit the hardest because of the prices of food
items increasing most in the past few years. After the BJP camé
to power and the first budget, there has been a steep rise in the
rate of inflation. Prices of vegetables, pulses, edible oils and al
other essential commodities have shot up and made life
unbearable for the people. The public distribution system is in
shambles in most places and the BJP-led Government with its
pro-trader bias wishes to dismantle the system, while providing
greater opportunities to the big traders to reap super profits.
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The decision to delicense the sugar industry will adversly affect
the price of sugar and its availability in the PDS.

2.29 The period has witnessed shrinkage of employment
opportunities affecting agricultural workers and women workers
most. Employment in public sector undertakings declined by one
lakh (0.1 million) in the five-year period since 1991. The ranks of
registered job seekers have swelled to 3 crore 76 lakhs (37.6
million). The State has reduced its responsibilities in the social
welfare sector. Expenditure of Central and state governments on
education and health as a percentage of GDP has shown a steady
decline in this period resulting in the deterioration of education
and health services for the ordinary people. Fifty three per cent of
all children under five years in India suffer from malnutrition
according to the UNICEF.

Struggle for Alternative Economic Policies

2.30 The CPI(M) has a full-fledged alternative economic
policy. The altemmative approach is based on raising domestic
resources by widening the tax net and increasing direct taxes on
the affluent sections; unearthing black money, curbing inessential
expenditure and increasing public investment. The industrial
policy should streamline and strengthen the public sector in the
strategic and core areas while encouraging domestic industry and
indigenous technology. Foreign capital must be solicited on the
basis of national priorities and technology needs.

2.31 The 15th Congress had placed an alternative path which
required implementation of radical land reforms and rural
employment generation schemes which can expand the domestic
market, a significant increase in public investment in agriculture
for generating higher agricultural growth, a public distribution
system which covers 14 essential commodities and caters to all
areas in the country, expansion of primary education, literacy and
health services, greater decentralization of powers and larger
devolution of financial resources from the Centre to the states
and down to the panchayat level.

2.32 For realizing these altemative policies, the struggle
against the current economic policies will have to be intensified.
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In this context it needs to be highlighted that the impact of these
policies is not confined to the economic sphere alone. Its
retrograde impact can be seen in all spheres of political and social
life like media, culture, democratic institutions and the polity
itself. The decadence that it spreads eats into the vitals of our
social fibre.

The Communal Threat

2.33 The build up of the communal threat since the BJP-
RSS-VHP offensive on the Ayodhya issue has now acquired a
new dimension with the BJP-led Government at the Centre. What
was being sought to be achieved through injecting communal
poison and arousing communal feelings among the masses will
be supplemented by the use of State power and the penetration of
the State apparatus by the RSS outfits. The agenda of the BJP-
RSS will now be sought to be advanced through the government
in both an overt and covert manner. The "National Agenda" of
the BJP and its allies does not contain some of the key aims of
the Hindutva forces. The building of the temple at Ayodhya, the
abrogation of Article 370 and Article 30 which gives protection
to minorities and the imposition of a uniform civil code are some
of the measures which have been kept outside the official agenda
but which are being pursued by other means.

2.34 The RSS fronts like the Vishwa Hindu Parishad and the
Ba}lfa_ﬂg Dal are going ahead with their communal agenda
utilizing the advantage of having the BIP in power at the Centre.
For t}?e Ram temple at Ayodhya, building materials and stoné
work is being carried out in various places in Rajasthan and Uttar
Prgdesh by the VHP, The Bajrang Dal has announced that it will
tral.n-I.{mdu youth in every block of the country to combat "the
activities of Christian missionaries and cultural invaders”. The
BJP has taken control of three key ministries—Home, Information
anfi Broadcasting and Human Resource Development. These are
being utilized apart from the Prime Minister’s office which in the
present dispensation decides appointments to key posts, 0
penetrate the administration and the educational system and the
media. Secular principles are being subverted by the introduction
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of the communal ideology in the educational system and cultural
institutions. The proposed National Reconstruction Corps will
facilitate RSS penetration among the youth. The Maharashtra
Government’s rejection of the Srikrishna Commission Report and
its refusal to take action against those found responsible for the
communal riots in Mumbai exposes the culpability of the Shiv
Sena-BJP alliance in the criminal violence. The Centre’s support
of this stand signals open encouragement to communalizing the
administration and subverting the rule of law.

2.35 Even in the "National Agenda" the BJP is pushing for
those measures which will advance the aims of the RSS. The
nuclear tests and weaponization is one such step. The other is the
review of the Constitution which has been promised both in the
BIJP election manifesto and in the "National Agenda". Under the
cover of making a comprehensive review of the Constitution, the
BJP wants to legitimize the change of the present parliamentary
system and replace it with the presidential form of government.
Such a move will facilitate an authoritarian system, undermining
the federal character and trampling upon the rights of the states,
which will suit the RSS in its pursuit of a Hindu Rashtra.

2.36 Despite the facade of a coalition and alliance with many
state-based parties, the BJP’s talk of devolving more powers to
the states is deceptive. Its conception of more powers to the state
is confined only to the financial sphere, while in the political
sphere it seeks to reduce the role of state governments and force
them to kowtow to the Centre. The arbitrary use of Central teams
despatched to opposition ruled states to enquire into the law and
order situation illustrates this anti-federal approach. The moment
the BJP feels confident to go it alone it will ride roughshod over
the rights of states especially those which have ruling parties
politically opposed to it. The promise to form smaller states
beginning with three new states is designed to break the linguistic
basis of states so that an authoritarian Centre can dominate the
smaller states.

2.37 The reactionary character of the BJP has also been
clearly brought out by the record of the state governments it has
been running. The Shiv Sena-BJP Government in Maharashtra
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has been openly anti-dalit exemplified by the massacre of
10 dalits in police firing in Mumbai. It has been forcibly
removing Bengali-speaking citizens from Mumbai on the pretext
of deporting illegal Bangladeshi migrants. In Rajasthan, the BJP
Government refuses to act against atrocities on women and
openly sides with feudal elements and big business. The Kalyan
Singh Government was formed in Uttar Pradesh after the BJP
shamelessly organized defections of the Congress and the BSP
MLAs by using money power and other corrupt methods. Some
notorious criminals were sworn in as ministers and a 94-member
ministry, the largest ever in the country, was formed. The UP
episode showed to what depths of sordid intrigue the BIP can
descend to in order to capture power. The BJP Government in
Delhi has set a new record in misrule with severe price-tise,
alarming crime rate, factional fights and blatant corruption. In all
these states, the BJP shamelessly woos MNCs while talking
about "swadeshi". The BJP-ruled states are marked by hostility to

working class struggles and the use of repressive measures such
as ESMA.: '

Minority Rights

2.38 The CPI(M) is committed to protect the legitimate rights
of the minorities and defend them from the attacks of majority
communalism. Contrary to the false propaganda of the Hindu
communalists, the Muslims are a deprived community. Most of
them. are poverty-stricken and they are discriminated in education
and jobs. The CPIM) will work for equal opportunities in all
spheres Qf society for the Muslim minority. It will strive for this
by drawing the Muslim masses into the common struggles and
democratic movement.

2.39 At the same time, the CPI(M) will counter minority
communalism. Fundamentalist forces like the Jamaat-e-Islami
and other. organizations which are finding sustenance from abroad
are seeking to exploit the alienation of the minorities. The
fundamentalist forces seek to isolate the minorities from the
rest of the people and prevent social reforms which will help
the community to progress. They adopt a reactionary attitude
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to women’s rights. The CPI(M) will fight for the equal rights
for Muslim women and will seek to break down the barriers
which isolate the minorities from their class brethren in other
communities. .

2.40 The disruptive role of the Muslim fundamentalist groups
was highlighted by the bomb explosions in Coimbatore on the
eve of the general elections which killed around 60 people. These
blasts were in retaliation for the communal violence unleashed by
the Hindu Munnani, an RSS outfit, against the Muslims earlier on
in the city. Such tactics are counterproductive for the minorities
themselves and play into the hands of the Hindu communalists.
The minorities become the worst sufferers when the State takes
repressive measures and in the counter-offensive of the Hindu
communalists. It is essential that the Party along with other Left
democratic forces intervene well in advance before such a
situation develops to see that the minorities are rallied along with
other secular forces to defend their rights and do not fall prey to
fundamentalist influence. The democratic consciousness in the
minorities must be raised to enable them to see how the
fundamentalist tactics are self-defeating.

2.41 The minority Christian community is also coming
under increasing attacks by the majority communal forces.
The RSS-BJP is specifically targeting the Christian community.
The front organizations of the RSS such as the VHP are
threatening and intimidating these sections. Some churches in
Gujarat, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh have been destroyed
or damaged. It is imperative in the interest of national unity and
social harmony that such attacks by majority communalism are
resisted and defeated.

Against Nuclear Jingoism

242 The Vajpayee Government has surreptitiously and
illegitimately reversed the long-standing nuclear policy of the
country. Up to 1998, India’s policy consisted of three
components. Firstly, India did not accept the discriminatory
treaties like NPT and CTBT which favoured nuclear weapon
states and their monopoly over nuclear weapons. Second, India
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kept its nuclear option open and updated its nuclear technology
which was primarily used for peaceful purposes. Third, India
consistently advocated universal nuclear disarmament and called
for specific steps to be taken in this regard by the nuclear
weapons states. It is this policy which stood India in good stead,
maintaining its sovereign rights, in tune with the non-aligned
foreign policy and the policy for world peace through nuclear
disarmament.

2.43 It is only the BJP which advocated the making of nuclear
weapons. To fulfill the long-cherished RSS demand that India
make the atom bomb, the Vajpayee Government which itself is
beleaguered with difficulties within its coalition and having a
precarious majority in Parliament, went ahead with conducting
nuclear tests and announced that India is weaponizing. The tests
accompanied by a build up of statements against China by the
Defence Minister was followed up by the letter of the Prime
Minister to Clinton citing China as the main security threat along
with Pakistan. At the same time, the BIP is conspicuously silent
about the US military base at Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean
which stocks nuclear weapons. The disruption of the process of
normalization of relations with China going on for the past one
decade will only help US imperialism to intervene in the region
in a bigger way. '

2.44 The tests were followed by the jingoistic statements of
the BJP-VHP-RSS leaders. The Union Home Minister, Advani
warned Pakistan that the Kashmir problem will be solved in the
light of the new situation of India being a nuclear weapons
power. The belligerent statements directed against Pakistan and
on Kashmir have provided the opportunity for the westem
powers to internationalize the Kashmir issue as is evident from
the statement issued by the G-7; by the meeting of the permanent
members of the Security Council held in Geneva and
subsequently, the UN Security Council resolution.

2.45 The nuclear tests by Paklstan n response to the Pokhran
explosions can lead to a nuclear arms race unless both countries
stop the competitive race and declare they will not weaponize.
Any confrontation and arms build up between India and Pakistan
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will lead to diversion of priorities the country should have
in dealing with the vital problems of the people concerning
poverty, hunger, disease and unemployment. The resources
which will be squandered in such a unclear arms race will
hit the poorest sections of our country most. Further, this
will provide grist to the mill of the communal forces on both
sides which using this atmoshphere of confrontation will further
spread the communal poison for their political benefits. We
should pledge no use of nuclear weapons and initiate a dialogue
with Pakistan so that both countries draw back from a nuclear
arms race.

2.46 Communalism and jingoism will be the weapons utilized
by the reactionary forces to launch further attacks on the
livelihood of the working people and to suppress their democratic
rights. This path must be stopped and rolled back. Otherwise
there will be the threat of an authoritarian set-up being imposed
on the country. ‘

2.47 The BJP’s nuclear policy has made India more
vulnerable to imperialist pressures. A situation of instability
in the region will only help imperalist strategic designs.
India has been made more vulnerable to pressures to sign
discriminatory treaties like the NPT and the CTBT. The Vajpayee
Government’s offer to consider signing the CTBT signals
capitulation to these pressures. In the name of resisting economic
sanctions, the process of opening up the country to imperialist
finance capital is being speeded up. The nuclear arms race will
require resources for which India would be forced to take
recourse to international borrowings, further mortgaging
our economy.

2.48 The CPI(M) has consistently opposed the US-led
hegemony of an unequal nuclear order and treaties like the
NPT which perpetuate the monopoly of nuclear weapons in the
hands of some countries without advancing towards universal
nuclear disarmament. The sanctions imposed by the western
countries must be opposed by all patriotic forces in the country.
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These nuclear weapon countries and the others who have
supported an unequal nuclear order in the world have no right,
moral or otherwise, to impose sanctions on India.

2.49 The CPI(M) firmly opposes the BJP-led Government’s
nuclear policy which goes counter to the longstanding foreign
policy of non-alignment and peace and harms the relations with
neighbouring countries. The CPI(M) calls for (a) not going in for
weaponization and deployment of nuclear weapons, (b) India
should continue to oppose discriminatory treaties and not sign
the CTBT, (c) India should continue to campaign for non-
discriminatory agreements to check nuclear proliferation and for
achieving universal nuclear disarmament.

Situation of Instability Continues

2.50 The BJP-led Government was able to survive in office
through a narrow majority thanks to the support extended by
the TDP. The BJP-led alliance is riddled with inner conflicts and
livergent pulls and pressures. The AIADMK led by Jayalalitha is
Jemanding a price for its support—the undemocratic and illegal
dismissal of the DMK Government. A similar narrow partisan
agenda dictates the outlook of the Trinamul Congress which
has opportunistically aligned with the BJP. The dropping of
three ministers successively within the first two months of
the government, the clashes between Jayalalitha and Hegde
which includes the Cauveri waters issue and the shameless
appeasement and compromise with opportunist leaders out
to get office makes the BIP-led coalition a mockery of the
slogan of "stable govemnment" which it had put out during
the elections.

251 Heading such a rickety coalition, the BJP will be all
the more desperate to take measures to try and consolidate
its political position. Just as the nuclear bomb issue, other
sudden manoeuvres can take place which can harm the interests
of the country and national unity. Already the compromise
with corruption has led to large-scale interference in the
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income tax department and other sectors of the government
machinery. This opportunism and appeasement of corruption
both in the case of Jayalalitha and Sukhram exposes the
hypocrisy of the BJP.

Fight Caste Oppression

2.52 An important feature of this period has been the
continuing political and social assertion of those sections who are
subjected to caste discrimination and oppression. As noted in
the 15th Congress, there is a dual aspect. There is a growing
awareness among the dalits and other oppressed communities
for social equality and to fight oppression. This is a welcome
development which has to be integrated with the democratic
movement and the anti-feudal struggle. At the same time there
are some negative aspects. Certain leaders of the dalits attempt to
keep these sections away from the democratic movement and use
them for electoral manoeuvres. The BSP leadership provides a
graphic example of this opportunist vote-bank politics which
led it to ally with the BJP. The Party has to vigorously take
up the fight against caste discrimination, untouchability and
social oppression along with the class issues of land and wages
for the mass of the scheduled castes in the rural areas. The dalit
Christians should be provided reservation as other scheduled
castes. While countering all narrow caste exclusiveness, the Party
should emerge as the consistent fighter against all forms
of social oppression.

2.53 The caste situation during this period has further
aggravated with the growth of caste feelings. Aggressive
efforts by certain upper caste sections to suppress the growing
consciousness of the socially oppressed is accentuating conflicts.
There is also the harmful trend of clashes between the OBCs and
dalits when the latter try to assert their rights. The bourgeois
parties are fomenting casteism for their petty electoral
considerations. These developments are intensifying frag-
mentation of the people and disrupting class unity. This is
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leading to caste tensions. This tendency is very harmful to the
growth of the democratic movement and has to be combated
by the Party and the Left forces.

Adivasi Rights

2.54 There is great unrest among the adivasis who after
50 years of independence are deprived of their elementary rights
endangering their very identity. They are subjected to the worst
forms of exploitation, Their lands are snatched away, their right
to forests denied, their lives disrupted by displacement from
projects and they are ruthlessly exploited by moneylenders and
contractors. Their plight is being utilized by the bourgeois
landlord parties to divert their discontent by raising the
slogan of separate states. The RSS has been working through
its front, the Vanvasi Kalyan Parishad, to mobilize non- )
Christian tribals in different parts of the country. They seck
to disrupt tribal solidarity on a Christian-non-Christian basis .
to counter the influence of the church in these areas. The
RSS seeks to uproot the tribal cultures and traditions and
implant the Hindutva ideology among the tribals who have

been outside the Hindu fold. This is being done in a systematic
manner.

2.55 The Party should come out against such forces in defence
of the rights of the tribal people to save their lands, access 10
forests, full rehabilitation when displaced and protection of
cultural rights. Based on the Party’s programmatic understanding
the tﬁbal people should be provided with regional autonomy with
maximum powers in contiguous areas where they live in large
numbers so that they can manage their affairs and protect their

- rights t_>etter. This slogan must be taken up seriously and
popularized among the adivasis.

Women’s Status

2.56 The worst impact of the new economic policies has
been on poor women with loss of existing jobs and shrinking
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employment opportunities. This new onslaught comes on top of
the increasing atrocities on women and oppressive customs such
as dowry, sex determination tests and female foeticide. Even
caste and community feelings are roused to justify atrocities on
women and to oppose any action under the law. The much
publicized demand for reservations in Parliament and legislative
has still not seen the light of the day as most of the bourgeois
parties are opposing it. It is only the Left parties which have
firmly backed the women’s movement on this issue. The Party
should actively work for the emancipation of women. It must
combat the increasing activities of the communal and
fundamentalist forces amongst them.

Demand for New States

2.57 During this period demands for separate states have
arisen from various quarters like Jharkhand, Uttarakhand,
Chattisgarh, Vidharbha, Bodoland and Telangana. The economic
imbalance and the consequent backwardness of certain areas, the
perpetuation of backwardness in the adivasi belts and the
utilization of regional sentiments constitute the factors leading to
such regional movements.

2.58 Some of the bourgeois parties are vying with each other
to exploit regional sentiments by raising such slogans to gamn
political support. Further, certain parties particularly the BJP
which have consistently opposed the linguistic formation of states
are making efforts to divide the states. The CPI(M) has opposed
further division of the existing states as this will only fuel more
divisive and disruptive demands. The basic issue is that of over-
coming the backwardness of these regions. Whereas for the tribal
compact and contiguous areas, regional autonomy should be
providéd, the situation is different for the regions which are
backward. Here in regions such as Telangana and Vidharbha, the
Party has to seriously take up the campaigns for overcoming the
backwardness of these regions while opposing the demands for
creation of separate states.
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Regional Parties

2.59 Regional parties have been in existence in various states
for a long period of time. However, it is in the recent period,
particularly after the 1996 elections that these parties have begun
to play a heightened role through the coalition politics at the
Centre. Some of these regional parties reflect the linguistic-
nationalify sentiments of the people of these states. Although in
class terms, these parties generally represent the regional
bourgeoisie and landlords, it will not, however, be correct to
characterize all the regional parties in a single category. There are
some that exploit chauvinistic or communal passions for their
political advance. The regional parties are able to garner some
popular support because of the aspirations of the people in these
areas remaining unfulfilled due to the policies of the
bourgeois-landlord parties at the Centre. Given the state-level
preoccupation of these parties, they can take opportunistic
positions purely dictated by narrow considerations of being in
power. Thus in the past some of these parties allied with the
Congress. Now with the BJP getting strengthened, parties like the

AIADMK, TDP and the National Conference have extended
support to the BJP.

Jammu amd Kashmir

2.60 The elections to the state assembly in Jammu and
Kashmir in September 1996 marked an important stage in the
struggle against the secessionist forces backed by Pakistan. The
Initiative taken to hold the elections at the appropriate time with
about 50 per cent of the voters participating, was an achievement
of the United Front Government. The National Conference
headed by Farooq Abdullah won with a two-thirds majority-
However, the state government is yet to address the basic
problgms of the people who have suffered a lot in the past years
Ensuring security for the people, improving the economic
conditions and providing employment should be the priority-
Conditions for the return of the minority community who fled the
Valley has to be ensured. The ISI-sponsored groups ar€ still
active and their terroristic violence in places such as Doda,
Poonch and Rajouri has to be firmly checked.
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2.61 Instead of carrying on the struggle to get the Central
Government to fulfill the earlier commitment to provide
maximum, autonomy to the state, Farooq Abdullah has caused
immense harm to the cause of the Kashmiri people by allying
with the BJP-led Government at the Centre. Given the hostility of
the BJP to the aspirations of autonomy and its stand of scrapping
Article 370, there is the danger of alienation of the people in the
Valley growing which will benefit the fundamentalist-separatist
forces. The CPI(M) reiterates that the basis for a lasting solution
is to provide maximum autonomy to Jammu and Kashmur within
the framework of the Indian Union. Regional autonomy for
Jammu and Ladakh should be given within this overall
framework.

North-East

2.62 The entire North-East is a region which has suffered
badly due to the wrong and discriminatory policies of successive
bourgeois-landlord governments at the Centre. The narrow
partisan aim of the Congress to gamer support by patromzing
different groups of politicians and nurturing a corrupt nexus led
to development being hampered and growing alienation. The
United Front Government made a good beginning by addressing
the problems of the region by the successive visits of the two
Prime Ministers of the UF Government. The focus was on
economic development and improving communications and
infrastructure. With the BJP coming to power at the Centre, there
is a danger of the situation worsening in the North-East. The BJP
and the RSS have stepped up their efforts in this region. Their
purpose is to counter and reverse the growth of Christian
influence. Such an approach will aggravate the existing tensions
in the region. The predominantly Christian communities of the
North-East will get further alienated and this will help the
separatist forces.

2.63 The ethnic problems have become acute with inter-ethnic
clashes in Manipur, Meghalaya and Assam. In Tripura, the two
main extremist groups, the NLFT and ATTF, are operating with
shelters accross the border. All effort should be made to
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ensure that the Central Government cooperates with the.Left
Front Government and provides sufficient security forces to
tackle the violent activities of these groups. The Bodo problem
continues to fester. Imperialist agencies led by the CIA and the
ISI of Pakistan are actively involved in fomenting discord and
fueling separatism. The ULFA in Assam, the NSCN in Nagaland,
the PLA and UNLF in Manipur are actively engaged in
advocating separation. It is essential that these problems are dealt
with an overall political perspective of seeking to eliminate the
roots of the alienation and providing democratic avenues for the
ethnic and minority groups. Every effort should be made to draw
these groups into political negotiations. Priority should be
accorded in the “country’s agenda to ensure the speedy
development of the North-East region by giving up the attitude of
neglect which has been prevailing so long.

Bankruptcy of the Bourgeois-Landlord Rule

2.64 The overall degeneration of parliamentary and stae
institutions is a symptom of the crisis of the bourgeois-landlord
system. Apart from the decay of the Constitutional institutions,
there is the growing menace of the criminalization of politics
which has now invaded all the bourgeois parties. The threats (0
grdinary citizens from mafia groups and criminals who are often
In connivance with the police has grown in the recent period and
has now extended to the political system. Bihar, Uttar Pradesh
and Maharashtra have seen this phenomenon grow rapidly.
~ 2,65 The growing instability of the bourgeois-landlord system
is leading to calls from influential circles for modifying the
political system. One such proposal, backed by the BIP, is the
mtrqduction of a presidential form of government to replace the
par!xgmemary system. This is an authoritarian response to the
political instability. Other suggestions include guarantee of 2
five-year term for the Lok Sabha, formation of national
governments and direct election of Prime Minister by the Lok
Sabha. The BJP Government’s move for a comprehensive review
of the Constitution by a committee of experts must be seen in this
light. All these measures seek to truncate parliamentary
democracy and must be firmly opposed.
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High Level Corruption

2.66 The 15th Party Congress and subsequent CC resolutions
pointed out that corruption intensified due to the policies of
liberalization. It has further exposed how this institutionalized
corruption comes directly from the new economic policies
involving a large number of leaders of the Congress, the BJP as
well as other political parties. The hawala scandal, the Sukhram
affair, the JMM bribery case, the Satish Sharma cases, the urea
scam, the fodder scam in Bihar and the corruption cases against
Jayalalitha are all glaring instances of corruption in high places.

2.67 The BJP is shamelessly appeasing and wooing corrupt
politicians in order to keep its governments going. At the Centre,
it accommodated Buta Singh, charge-sheeted in the JMM bribery
case. It was forced to drop him after the Supreme Court rejected
his appeal. In Himachal, it has joined hands with Sukhram who is
facing a host of corruption charges. In its desperate quest to
remain in power, the Vajpayee Government has already allowed
interference in the administrative and judicial departments to
facilitate scuttling of cases against Jayalalitha. There is no
difference between the BJP and the Congress as far as attitude to
high-level corruption is concerned.

2.68 The Party has consistently fought against corruption as a
part of the struggle against the economic policies. This has to be
intensified by exposing the BJP’s role.

Development Issues

2.69 There is a growing demand among the people for
grassroot level development. However, much of the benefit
from the various developmental schemes do not reach the people
who require it the most. Recent experience has shown that only
when such funds are devolved by the state governments to
democratically run local bodies and through them to the
beneficiaries, the people in rural India get some benefits. The
people’s plan movement in Kerala involving the people at all
levels of planning is an outstanding example. The experience of
West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura clearly show that an effective
Panchayat administration with adequate funds at their disposal
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can substantially improve the welfare of the people. This issue of
expansion and proper utilization of funds for developmental work
must be eamnestly taken up by the Party through mass
mobilization all over the country.

Health and Population Policy

2.70 The promise of providing basic health care to all citizens
by 2000 A.D. is illusory. There is a serious recurrence of
infectious diseases. An expanded and strengthened primary health
centre network and a greater involvement of Panchayats in health
care are urgent necessities. The fast increasing population which
will cross the one billion mark at the turn of the century is a
matter of concern. It reflects the failure of the population policies
of successive governments. The current emphasis on target-
oriented methods focussing exclusively on fertility control of
"poor women and use of hazardous contraception has to b
changed. The CPI(M) stands for a non-coercive policy based on
creating awareness for family planning among both men and
women. Such a policy should include important issues as
development and improvement in living standards, control of
infant mortality, adult literacy with specific reference to women'’s
literacy and incentives for small families.

Child Labour

2.71 The indefensible practice” of child labour continues
despite growing democratic opinion against it. In order 10
effectively remove this practice it is necessary to introduct
u.niversal and compulsory primary education backed by adequat¢
finances and infrastructural support. The economic wherewithal
to poor families would have to be provided through widespread
provision of free tuition fees, mid-day meals, uniforms etc.

Expand the Educational System ‘

2.72 Education and public expenditure on the educational
system have suffered due to the policies of liberalization. Fifty
years after independence, nearly fifty per cent of the people are
illiterate—a  shocking commentary on ruling class policies-
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A majonty of children drop out before completing the elementary
stage of schooling. There will be no scope for changing this
dismal situation unless the public education system is expanded
and strengthened. For this, the privatization and commercializa-
tion of education encouraged by the current policies have to be
reversed. The cuts in higher education outlays have to be halted
and adequate funds provided. The CPI(M) will support the
movement by the students and teachers for alternative policies
which will make education accessible to all citizens.

2.73 The Vajpayee Government is making conscious efforts to
recast the content of education and infiltrate the Hindutva
ideology into the educational and academic fields. The BJP
control of the Human Resources Development ministry is
being utilized for this purpose as is being done by its state
governments in UP and Rajasthan. All secular forces must be
mobilized to ensure that the government run or funded
educational institutions and bodies of higher research function
on secular and democratic principles.

Culture and Media

2.74 The CPI(M) will support all efforts for the creation of a
democratic cultural ethos which will serve the diverse cultural
aspirations of the people. This requires combating the twin
threats of an anti-secular, communal value system invading our
culture and the onslaught of market-oriented consumerist values
which debase our cultural foundations. Culture must be the
preserve for secular-humanist values. Campaigns for literacy,
popular science and for fighting obscurantist and socially
reactionary values must be stepped up by mobilizing progressive
cultural forces and popular cooperative efforts.

2.75 The facilities granted to the foreign electronic media and
the increasing privatization of television broadcasting is having a
disastrous effect on our society and particularly its cultural fabric.
It is a conscious attempt to influence society and the youth with
socially pemicious values like obscurantism, consumerism,
greedy individualism and emphasis on violence and sex. Foreign
control of the media will pose a serious threat to our sovereignty
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by facilitating imperialist penetration. There has to be regulation
of the foreign satellite channels. The entry of foreign enterprises
in the print media should not be allowed. The Party will oppose
the growing trend towards privatization and commercialization of
the media. The prime need is to ensure an effective public
broadcasting service through an autonomous Prasar Bharati. The
ordinance promulgated by the BJP Government undermines the
autonomy of Prasar Bharati. The Party will oppose any effort by
the BJP Government to interfere in the working of the Prasar
Bharati Corporation.

Environment

2.76 The liberalization policies are also leading to dangerous
environmental degradation. Vast tracts of land are being sought
by the multinational corporations and Indian big business which
will further reduce the fragile forest cover required for India’s
ecological balance. Pollution of air and water resources is posing
serious health hazards. Toxic industrial wastes are imported and
dumped here. Safe drinking water is becoming scarce. The
contractor/bureaucratic nexus gets away with the indiscriminate
destruction of forests. While development cannot be a casualty
'!n the name of ecological conservation, environmental

concerns must be incorporated in a strategy of sustainable
development.

Science and Technology

277 One damaging effect that these economic policies of
lll?era!ization are having is the virtual stifling of domestic
§c1ent1fic research. Outmoded or ill suited technology is brought
into the country which really does not suit our conditions Of
benefit the people. Its aim is only to garner greater profits. This is
bolstered by newer pressures being mounted by the WTO
particularly to amend the Indian Patents Act. In every field of
modern science, Indian scientists have major accomplishments.
Adequate attention would have to be paid to domestic scientific

'research and development and the creation of a strong technology
infrastructure.
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Judiciary

2.78 Consequent to the institutionalized corruption pervading
the whole system, the Narasimha Rao Government did
everything possible to protect and shield corruption in high
places. It was the higher judiciary which intervened to see that
investigations into corruption scandals were not covered up as in
the hawala, St. Kitts, fodder and JMM cases. The failure of the
executive brought into prominence judicial intervention. Unless
the executive is made accountable and discharges its
responsibilities, problems will arise if all matters are left to the
Judiciary. A proper balance between the Parliament, executive
and judiciary should be maintained. It must be borne in mind that
the present legal system is not able to cope with the enormous
number of cases and dispense justice in time. In the recent period,
there have been judicial decisions which reflect the anti-worker
bias of liberalization. The prohibition on bandhs, the order to
close down factories in Delhi on environmental grounds without
adequate safeguards for workers are some such instances.
Further, the all pervading corruption is having its corrosive
effects within the judiciary also. In order to insulate the judiciary
from unhealthy pressures and to ensure its independence it is
essential that a National Judicial Commission is set up for the
appointment of judges to the high courts and the Supreme Court.

Foreign Policy

2.79 India’s foreign policy based on non-alignment and peace
has come under direct attack by the BJP-led Government. Under
the United Front Government, steps were taken to improve
relations with our neighbours particularly Bangladesh, Nepal and
Sri Lanka. The ongoing improvement of relations with China led
to the visit of Jiang Zemin and the signing of the agreement on
confidence building measures in 1996.. At one stroke, the
Vajpayee Government has jeopardized these gains. The openly
hostile stand against China by the Defence Minister and the
targetting of China by the Prime Minister in his letter to Clinton
have set back the process of normalization. The UF Government
had taken the correct decision not to sign the CTBT.
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Bv conducting the nuclear tests and boasting that India is a
nuclear weapons state, the Vajpayee Government opened the
doors for mounting pressures on India to join the discriminatory
treaties under threat of sanctions. The Kashmir issue has been
internationalized and relations with Pakistan further strained. The
Durban Summit of the non-aligned countries showed the isolation
of India due to the shortsighted politics of the Vajpayee
Government.

2.80 The Vajpayee Government while protesting against the
sanctions imposed by the United States, is not moved by any
anti-imperialist principles. It is willing to sign the CTBT to
appease the US. It wants to continue the strategic dialogue with
the United States and develop further the Indo-US military
cooperation and joint military exercises which were first begun
by the Rajiv Government in 1988. In order to appease the US in
the post-Pokhran period, the Vajpayee Government virtually
endorsed the wanton US missile attacks on Afghanistan and
Sudan.

2.81 The BJP Government marked a break with the foreign
policy orientation which has served India well in the past. The
CPI(M) has to accord the highest priority to mobilize the people
to fight the jingoistic foreign policy postures of the BJP. A broad
unity can be forged for the restoration of the foreign policy
orientation towards non-alignment, South-South cooperation and
world peace. Contrary to the BJP’s pro-imperialist postures, the
struggle to restore India’s anti-imperialist orientation in foreign
policy must be waged vigorously. India has to take a firm stand
to oppose all imperialist attacks on third world countries and
national liberation movements. Defence of non-alignment,
strengthening of bonds with neighbouring countries in South Asi2
and more South-South cooperation should be foremost on the
agenda.

FEATURES OF THE NEW SITUATION

3.1 The BJP, which has emerged as the major party i'ﬂ'the
1998 elections, has its ideological and philosophical basis 1 the
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pemicious theory of Hindu Rashtra. This-suits the interests of
imperialism and sections of the ruling classes but is disruptive of
national unity and social harmony in a country as diverse and
plural as ours. The BJP coming to power is not an ordinary
change of government from one bourgeois party to another. This
is so because, unlike other parties, the BJP is the political wing of
the RSS which has a fascistic ideology.

3.2 The BJP has grown in strength. It found new allies like the
AIADMK, the Biju Janata Dal, the Trinamul Congress and Lok
Shakti for the 1998 Lok Sabha elections, apart from its earlier
allies the Shiv Sena, Samata Party and Akali Dal. It was able to
poll 25.5 per cent and together with its allies it could get 37 per
cent of the vote. But it was able to form the government. Though
the BJP has grown in new areas and states, it must be noted that it
is still a weak force in many states. It requires allies to come into
power at the Centre.

3.3 The BJP-led coalition is an unstable and an opportunist
alliance. Despite the BJP’s best efforts and massive use of
money, it could get only around 25 per cent of the vote. It
suffered reverses in states like Rajasthan and Maharashtra where
it is in government. Resort to communal appeal, jingoism and
corrupt manoeuvres cannot hide the fact that the BJP's hold on
power is precarious. Its popular base is still a minority of the
electorate with 63 per cent voting against the BJP alliance.

3.4 It is clear that at present, no single party can come to
power on its own. Both the major bourgeois-landlord parties, the
Congress and the BJP, each have roughly one-fourth of the
people’s support. In order to assume the reins of State power,
both need to find allies to form a coalition government at the
Centre. The allies they are trying to win over do not fit in with
their political-ideological framework but such temporary allies
are sought opportunistically to meet the present situation.

3.5 The current situation is a result of the policies pursued by
the bourgeois-landlord ruling class and their political agents. The
Congress party’s continuous decline is due to its adherence to the
liberalization policy dictated by the IMF-World Bank; its record
of compromise with the communal forces resulting in the
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alienation of minorities; and it being corroded by high level
corruption. The ideological erosion in the secular values of the
Congress is glaringly shown in the last two years. Firstly, there
was a defection of the majority of Congress MLAs from the UP
assembly to the BJP. Later with the fall of the United Front
Government, some Congress leaders deserted the party and
joined the BJP. Though the entry of Sonia Gandhi checked the
exodus, there has been no attempt to critically review why such
an erosion took place. The Congress is still riven by factionalism
in most states.

3.6 Though the BJP appealed to the people in the garb of a
"party with a difference”, its policies in the economic sphere have
only further strengthened the process of liberalization and
imposing greater burdens on the people. Having promised to fight
corruption in high places during the elections, the BJP has in the
most brazen manner embraced corrupt politicians and continues
to defend them in order to remain in power. Despite all its tall
claims of discipline, it is ridden with internal dissensions.

3.7 The United Front stood united in the face of the Congress
blackmail and refused to succumb to the demand for the removal
of the DMK ministers on the pretext of the Jain Commission
report. However, the United Front got weakened and divided
after the elections. The weakening of the Janata Dal, the Telugu
Desam’s betrayal and defection to the BJP and the opportunism
of the National Conference reflects this disarray. One of the
features of the non-Left constituents of the United Front has been
the pursuit of the policies of liberalization where they are in
power in the states. Whether it be the TDP Government in
Andhra Pradesh, or the DMK Government in Tamil Nadu, or the
Janata Dal Government in Karnataka, they are in tune with the
economic policies being pursued by the Centre. Despite these
problems, the forces which can comprise the third alternative
have to be regrouped.

3.8 The imperialist countries headed by the USA welcomed
the formation of the BJP-led Government. This was because of
the assurance that the BJP would be following economic policifes
basically similar to that of the Congress. Further the imperialist
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forces do not want a government at the Centre, which would be
dependent on the support of the Left. Despite the strain in
relations with the western countries due to the BJP Government’s
nuclear policy, the Vajpayee Government has been signaling that
it is prepared to come to an understanding with the United States.

3.9 The systematic purveying of market and consumerist
values, the erosion of commitment to secular and democratic
principles in' the bourgeois-landlord circles and the enormous rise
of communal forces; the loss of moral and ethical values
witnessed in the large-scale looting of public funds and the
willingness of ruling class politicians to act as the agents of big
business have had their impact on the political situation.

3.10 The development of capitalism over the decades has
created a large middle class. In the absence of a powerful
democratic movement they come under the influence of the
bourgeois-landlord classes. Illusions are fostered amongst them
about the benefits of liberalization. The communal forces are also
able to exert an appeal on the urban middle classes. The
bourgeois media targets these sections to foster mindless
consumerism and anti-democratic values. They seek to
depoliticize the younger generation belonging to the middle
classes. The Party has to conduct intense ideological work
amongst them to draw them into the democratic movement.

3.11 In the past three and half years, the struggles of the
working class have seen strikes by coal workers, jute workers,
insurance and bank employees, public sector employees, and
other sections against the dismantling of the public sector,
closures, retrenchments and cuts in their benefits. The struggle
against financial sector liberalization, in particular the opening of
the insurance sector, privatization of coal mining, oil industry,
fertilizer and other sectors are continuing. The Central
Government employees conducted successful struggles on bonus
and the implementation of Pay Commission recommendations.
The state government employees launched struggles against
downsizing and related issues. The struggles of the peasantry and
agricultural workers for land, wages and against social oppression
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have taken place in different parts of the country. Notable among
them being the agricultural workers’ struggle in Andhra Pradesh,
peasants’ struggles in Rajasthan, Bihar and Karnataka. The
fishermen have fought back the entry of foreign and joint venture
trawlers. There have been many protest movements against
atrocities and social oppression of women. The youth and
students have been fighting against privatization of education
and lack of employment opportunities. The nationwide postal
employees’ strike and the college and university teachers’ strike
were important struggles after the BJP came to power.

3.12 Despite all these struggles, it is a fact that in the 18-
month period of the United Front Government, there was no
all-India general strike or bandhs against the economic policies as
during the Narasimha Rao Government period between 1991 and
1995. This Iull in the mass movement was not helpful in
channelizing the popular discontent towards the Left and
democratic forces. With the advent of the BJP-led Government
and the new attacks through the Union Budget and the stepped up
privatization, it will be necessary to develop wider and more
intensive struggles.

Tasks Before The Party

3.13 In the present situation, the struggle against the BIP-RSS
combine and the communal forces assumes utmost importance.
There must be a proper appreciation of the danger posed by_a
communal party holding the reins of State power. The Party will
have to make the fight against these forces its central task in the
coming days.

3.14 The present political situation is also marked by the
continuing onslaught of the policies of economic liberalization
which have harmful consequences for the people and our
economic sovereignty; and the widespread corruption which bas
corroded the ruling establishment. The Vajpayee Government
faced with sanctions after the nuclear tests has stepped up the
drive for liberalization and privatization to woo foreign capital
The growing economic difficulties presages more attacks on the
working class and the people. The struggle against the current
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economic policies is part of the overall struggle against the global
offensive of international finance capital and the imperialist
countries which have made India a major target for their
operations.

3.15 In the present conditions, the struggle against the
communal forces, their designs to disrupt national unity and the
democratic movement assume importance. This can be done only
on the basis of a broadbased mobilization. The efforts to forge
and strengthen the third altemnative, in electoral terms, will have
to be renewed. While there is no question of an alliance, or,
Untited Front with the Congress with its present policies, efforts
must be made to reach out to its mass following which has a
sizeable section of people adhering to secularism.

3.16 In order to advance the struggle to isolate the communal
forces and to resist the attacks on the livelihood of the people, it
is necessary to project a third altemative despite the setback to
the United Front in the last elections. The forging of a third
alternative is still relevant. The reforging of the unity of all the
Left democratic and secular forces to meet the immediate
situation is essential. The formation of the third alternative is a
continuing struggle. Some of the secular bourgeois parties will
come and go out of this formation. But strengthening of the third
alternative depends on how far the Left and democratic forces are
able to mobilize the people by unleashing mass struggles on key
issues such as fight against communalism and liberalization.

3.17 The Party and the Left forces must take the lead in
fighting the economic policies. They have to take constant
initiative for intensifying this resistance. It is necessary to see the
link between the struggle against liberalization and the fight
against the communal forces. While striving for cooperation with
all the secular bourgeois parties to isolate the BJP, the Party will
not relax its opposition to the liberalization policies either at the
national or state levels.

3.18 In the context of the current situation, while carrying on
the struggle against the communal danger, the struggle against
the liberalization has to be carried forward together. The key
importance of the independent role and intervention of the Left
becomes centered on these tasks.
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3.19 It is the Left forces which have to take the initiative
continuously to mobilize all the forces to fight the different
aspects of liberalization and its pernicious consequences, whether
it be the working class, the peasantry, the agricultural workers,
women, artisans and other toiling sections. All who are victims of
the globalization-liberalization process should be brought inte
struggle by the Left-led united forums.

3.20 The Party attaches the utmost importance to the
resistance being organized and built up, through the forging of
the broadest unity of trade unions, mass organizations and
groups which have come together in such forums as the National
Platform of Mass Organizations. The resistance to the economic
pclicies put up in the last few years have shown that these
policies can be fought and checked if mass struggles are built up.
The fight for the reversal of these policies and the struggle for an
alternative economic policy requires the further widening and
intensification of the united mass movements and struggles.

3.21 One of the major tasks before the Party is to step up the
political-ideological work in such a manner as to consolidate the
influence gained through the various struggles led by the Party
and the mass organizations. A continuous political campaign 0
counter the political slogans of the bourgeois-landlord parties and
systematic ideological work to combat the communal and
reactionary ideologies is necessary, if the Party is to consolidat¢
its existing influence and win over new sections of people.

3.22 In the coming days, struggles on' the basic class issues of
the industrial workers and of agricultural workers and poor
peasants must be stepped up in a big way. Struggle for
redistribution of ceiling surplus land, record of rights, minimum
wages for unorganized workers and agricultural labourers and
fight against social oppression are all issues for all-India
movements.

3.23 Attention should be paid to build up an anti-imperialist
movement against the pressures of the US imperialism to curtail
India’s sovereignty and security interests and the relentless efforts
to make India conform to the demands of finance capital through
the IMF-World Bank and WTO institutions. While opposing the
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BJP Government’s nuclear weaponization and jingoism, the Pasty
should mobilize people against any compromising stand towards
US imperialism.

3.24 While strengthening the Left and democratic forces, the
Party will have to pay attention to developing the Left, democratic
and secular alternative to meet the immediate situation. Its
concrete shape can be determined on the basis of the
developments in the coming days. Qur efforts should be directed
towards such an alternative that meets the immediate
requirements, in which the Left plays its due role.

Strengthen Left Unity

3.25 These key tasks require above all the strengthening of
Left unity and the growing strength of the Left forces. For this,
first of all the independent strength of the Party has to be
expanded. This can be done if the Party is in the forefront of all
the struggles against communalism, to defend national unity and
against imperialism. The Party has to take up the
political-ideological and cultural fight against the reactionary and
divisive forces in a much bigger way. The pemicious philosophy
of Hindutva, its inherently anti-democratic and reactionary
character must be exposed among the people. The increasing
reliance of the bourgeois parties to utilize caste appeai and
perpetuate casteism must be countered. The Party’s independent
positions based on its programmatic understanding must be taken
to the people and projected on a large scale. It is with this
continuous political-ideological activity that the Party can
consolidate politically the work done in the sphere of mass
struggles and fight against economic policies.

3.26 The other aspect of strengthening Left intervention is the
necessity to consolidate and carry forward Left unity. On the
major national political issues, the Left parties have a broad
common understanding which should be the basis for continuous
united Left activities. Left unity has to be consolidated by joint
political campaigns and organizational coordination. Both at the
national level and the state level, this process has to be carried
forward. This process has to be carried forward through the
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Coordination Committee of the four Left parties and by closer
ties between the CPI(M) and the CPI. The Party should strive to
bring all Left-minded groups, intellectuals and individuals into
common activities on the issues spelt out in the Left and
democratic programme.

3.27 The CPI(M) and other Left parties supported the United
Front Government from outside. In spite of the CPI participating
in the government, the coordination between the Left parties
helped to tackle the situation from a common standpofnt. There
were differences with the CPI on some issues such as the
formation of smaller states and implementation of reservation for
the OBCs with creamy layer excluded etc. After the 1996 generd
elections, the Left together was able to play an important role in
rallying all the secular forces to stop the BJP coming to power. It
rallied other democratic and secular parties in forming the United
Front. However, it could not exercise sufficient influence for the
implementation of those policies which benefit the common man.
A joint election manifesto was adopted for the first time by
the Left parties during the 1998 general elections. This was 2
significant step forward though it could not be sufficienty
projected during the election campaign.

3.28 The Left's emphasis on developing joint struggles and
movements and drawing in the masses from all other parties
should help the Left to widen its base and increase its strength
and influence in the coming period. -

The Left-Led Governments

3.29 West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura with its Left-led
Governments represent the strongest bases of the Left and
democratic movement in the country. Foremost among them is
the West Bengal Left Front Government which has completed 2
historic 21 years in office. The Left Front in West Bengal
represents the most developed formation of the Left forces in the
country which has been built up over decades of class struggles
and mass movements. The Left Front Government has shown that
within the present framework, the Left can implement certain
alternative policies despite the limitations of the bourgeois
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landlord system. It has been able to consistently implement
policies in favour of the working class, peasantry and other
sections of the working people. The record of the Left Front
Government provides a standing testimony to the central
importance of implementing land reforms for making a
breakthrough in altering the social conditions of the people. This
has resulted in a steady increase in agricultural production and
instilled confidence in the rural poor who have found a voice
through the elected Panchayatiraj system and decentralization of
power. The holding of panchayat elections in May 1998 for the
fifth successive term and the victory of the Left Front marks a
unique record in the country. The Left Front Govemment is now
attending to the work of promoting industrialization keeping in
view the overall policy of liberalization and ensuring that the
public sector does not get weakened. The 21-year record of the
West Bengal Government also shows the difference of how a
government can firmly uphold secular values in contrast to the
record of bourgeois governments.

3.30 In Kerala, the Left Democratic Front Govermment took
office once again in 1996 after winning the elections. It has given
primacy to decentralization of powers and initiated a unigue
scheme for people’s participation in the planning process at all
levels. The LDF Government has shown how the interests of the
common people can be protected in the face of continuous price
rise by preserving and strengthening the public distribution
system. The LDF Government has also taken concrete steps to
eliminate high level corruption which was a marked feature of the
previous Congress-led UDF regime.

3.31 In Tnpura, the Left Front Government for the past five
years has been firmly defending national unity and communal
amity by countening the extremist challenge. In the North-East, it
has set an example by consistently defending tribal-non-tribal
unity, reviving the panchayat system and the Tripura Tribal Areas
Autonomous District Council and taking measures to improve the
economic conditions of the people in this inaccessible and
landlocked state. In the 1998 assembly elections, the people voted
the Left Front back to power with a big majority.



418 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

3.32 When the entire country is faced with the twin onslaughts
of liberalization and communalism, the Left-led Governments
have been the centres for projecting alternative policies, defending
secularism and protecting the democratic rights of the people.
It is the duty of the Party and the Left and democratic forces
to support and project the policies and achievements of these
governments.

Build Left and Democratic Front

3.33 The CPI(M) is pledged to work for the People’s
Democratic Revolution. In the course of this basic aim, it sees the
Left and Democratic Front as the transitional stage in the struggle
to build the people’s democratic front. As distinct from the third
alternative against the BJP and the Congress, and the broad unity
to keep the communal forces at bay, the real alternative to the
bourgeois-landlord policies can only come from the Left and
democratic alternative.

3.34 The only way to change the correlation of class forces is
by strengthening the Left and democratic forces and winning over
the masses following the bourgeois parties on the basis of
concrete slogans and demands arising out of the fight against the
bourgeois-fandlord policies and the political and ideological
struggle against the ruling class ideologies. The immediate
tactical line followed by the Party helps us to meet the concrete
situation facing us today. But it alone is not sufficient to bring 2

real alternative which requires a radical change in the correlatio?
of class forces.

3.35 All the work of the Party, politically, ideologically and
organizationally, should be geared to the basic task of
strengthening and building up the Left and Democratic Front
This is a Front which has to be built on the basis of mas
struggles, popular movements and the forging of the widest unity
of the working people. The Left and democratic platform alon¢
can offer a full-fledged alternative to liberalization and the
destructive path of communalism and casteism.
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Programme of Left and Democratic Forces

3.36 The 16th Congress of the CPI(M) presents the main
features of the programme on which the Left and democratic
forces can mobilize the people and advance.

(1) Defend Secularism

Separate religion from politics under the Constitution,
strengthen secular character of the State and its institutions and
combat anti-secular ideologies in the social sphere. Defence of
national unity, countering divisive communal and separatist
forces. Enforce rule of low and judicial process for resolving
disputes such as Ayodhya.

(it) Federalism

Restructure Centre-State relations with more powers to the
states; revitalize panchayat system and devolve administrative
and financial powers. Replace Article 356 with suitable clause to
be used only with the sanction of Parliament when national unity
or the integrity of the country is threatened. Revamp role of
Govemors.
(i) Strengthen Democracy

Expand democratic rights of citizens; withdraw repressive
legislations like ESMA and NASA; strengthen parliamentary
democracy by proportional representation with partial list system
for elections; electoral reforms to eliminate malpractices; fight
against corruption at all levels.
(iv) Economic Policy

(a) Roll back regime of liberalization and privatization. Self-
reliant economic growth; strengthen public sector in core and
strategic sectors; encourage medium and small-scale industries;
ensure adequate resource mobilization by increasing direct taxes
and curbing black money. Foreign capital investment to be based
on national priorities and requirements of advanced technology.

(b) Implementation of radical land reforms, distribution of
surplus land and cultivable waste land to the landless; adequate
public investment for agricultural development; expansion of
irrigation facilities; credit to poorer sections of peasantry.
(v) Rights of Working People

Need-based minimum wages for workers; recognition of trade
unions on the basis of secret ballot; statutory provision for
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worker’s participation in management; end discrimination of
women workers; equal wages for equal work. Ensure minimum
wages for agricultural workers and other rights through Centrl
legislation. Right to work as a fundamental right in the
Constitution.

(vi) For People’s Welfare

Provision of a comprehensive public distribution system ©
cover 14 essential commodities; adequate procurement of food
stocks by the State for this purpose; compulsory primary
education and universal elementary education; free education yp
to the secondary stage. Revamping educational system o
democratic and secular and scientific lines. Improvement of
public health system and expansion of primary health centres
with adequate stocks of medicines. Housing to be given stats of
a basic right.

(vii) For Development

Promoting balanced development of all regions through
planning. Decentralization of development decisions up 10{1“ .
panchayat and local bodies level. Environmental politf °
integrated with needs for rapid and sustainable developmert
Promoting indigenous scientific and teéhnological research fof
independent development,

(viii) For Social Justice

Equality for women in all social spheres by ending all formSDf
discrimination. Equal rights in property; joint pattas for womel,
provision of one-third reservation for women in legislaures
Parliament;

Eliminate untouchability and atrocities against scheduled
castes and tribes by stringent action. Ensure reservation quotzs
for them are filled. Ensure right to forests, land and cultv!
identity of adivasis. Regional autonomy for contiguous areas
majority adivasi population. :

Equality of all Indian languages. Development of a deme
secular culture.

(ix) Foreign Policy i om0

Non-aligned foreign policy with anti-imperialist orientatron,nr
nuclear weaponization; strive for universal nuclear disarmamet
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strengthen relations with socialist countries; support to
anti-imperialist struggles and world peace; policy of friendship
and closer ties with neighbouring countries.

Strengthen The Party

3.37 The success in advancing the Left and democratic forces
by rallying all sections of the working people based on struggles
for the Left and democratic programme requires a rapid and
significant increase in the strength of the Party. The CPI(M)
represents the most advanced sections who embrace the ideology
of the working class. It has, even in the period since the setbacks
to socialism, stood firmly by the basic principles of
Marxism-Leninism. It is essential that the Party renew and
sharpen its ideological outlook based on Marxism and proletarian
internationalism, so that it can discharge its responsibilities to
forge the Left and democratic alternative and advance towards
the People’s Democratic Revolution. The ideological discussions
initiated in the 1992 Ideological Resolution should be carried
forward.

3.38 In the present context, the Party has to be the foremost
fighter against the twin evils of majoritarian communalism and
the IMF-World Bank sponsored liberalization. It must be on the
basis of developing mass movements drawing the vast sections of
people who are today outside the purview of the Communist
movement.

3.39 Sufficient attention has not been paid to building the
Party organization and streamlining organizational work. To be
equipped to expand politically and organizationally, the Party
must overcome the defects and shortcomings in its organization
and style of work. The entire Party has to be vigilant to ensure
that alien class influences and harmful trends such as
parliamentarism, factionalism and erosion of Communist values
which have surfaced do not take root. The revolutionary character
of the Party based on democratic centralism must be protected
and strengthened. The rectification campaign conducted in the
recent period must be carried forward to rid the Party of all
unhealthy trends at all levels.
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3.40 The Party must adopt a correct approach to the
development of mass organizations. The independent broadbased
mass organizations drawing in millions of the working people
with live contact with their lives and problems are the basis on
which the Party can rapidly advance. The Party has a special
responsibility to see that class unity and the unity of masses are
forged through united activities launched from the united
platforms of mass organizations.

3.41 On the basis of such intervention and activity the Party
should appeal to the vast sections of people presently rallying
behind the bourgeois parties. The conditions described above will
adversely affect the livelihood of a vast mass of Indian people.
The consequent discontent must be channelized behind Left and
democratic forces. In achieving this, the Party should seek
political allies who share our concerns.

3.42 The year-long observance of the S5Oth anniversary of
independence concluded on August 15, 1998. The year Was
utilized by the Party to conduct an ideological campaign against
the communal, fundamentalist and casteist ideas which militatt
against the ideals of the freedom struggle and to assert the values
of patriotism and secular democracy which alone can strengthen
the basis of Indian unity. The anniversary year was also the
occasion for the CPI(M) and the Left to create awareness amons
the masses of the failure of the bourgeois-landlord class t0 fulfil
the aspirations of the people who made tremendous sacrifices for
national independence. The experience of the past fifty yean
shows that fighting the economic battles, which are of gred
importance, alone is not sufficient. We have to also conduct q\e
ideological struggle with equal emphasis against the bo“r.gems.
landlord classes. This struggle has to be carried forward 1n
coming days.

3.43 Fifty years have passed since India became independent
Our Party has played an important role in the life of the countty
during this period in fighting against imperialism .zna
bourgeois-landlord rule. On this occasion we pledge t0 bl.n] in
mass revolutionary party capable of rendering historic serjllce.:m
leading the Indian people to full socio-economic emancipat
and for an India free from poverty and exploitation.



Political-Organizational Report*

Adopted by The 16th Congress of The CPI(M)
Held in Calcutta on October 5-11, 1998

PART 1
INTERNATIONAL

The 15th Congress had reviewed and assessed the developments
in the world situation and noted that despite the shift in the
balance of .forces in favour of imperialism, providing
opportunities for the consolidation and expansion of capitalism,
the world capitalist system is showing itself, as always, incapable
of solving the basic problems facing humanity.

On the contrary, utilizing this situation US imperialism is
mounting vicious attacks to establish its unrivalled hegemony
both in the economic and political spheres. This new offensive by
imperialism has continued since the 15th Congress which, on the
one hand, is intensifying all the four fundamental contradictions
that characterize our epoch, and on the other hand is imposing
unprecedented burdens on the majority of the world’s population.

Capitalist Economic Crisis

Notwithstanding the ideological offensive that continues to
parrot the so-called invincibility and eternality of capitalism, the
capitalist economy worldwide is on the verge of a serious
crisis. However, as repeatedly noted, a crisis irrespective of its
intensity, does not lead to an automatic collapse of capitalism. It
nevertheless proves that capitalism can never be crisis -free.

The Political Resolution had noted that the present phase of
capitalist development is marked by two specific features—

*Published as a booklet in November 1998.
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“jobless growth” and the sharp widening of inequalities. The
period since the 15th Congress has seen the sharp rise in global
unemployment. The ILO World Employment Review concludes
that the unemployment situation has become worse than what it
was during the great depression of the 1930s. On an average, inall
the developing countries, the unemployment level has reached
figures higher than 8 per cent of the labour force. There ae
120 million (12 crore) people officially registered as unemployed
and over 700 million (70 crore) are under-employed. In addition,
1.3 billion (130 crore) people live in absolute poverty on less than
$1 a day while 3 billion (300 crore) people live on less than §22
day. The worst affected is the youth. In the OECD (28 developed
countries), youth unemployment grew from 11.6 per cent in 1990
on the average to 13.4 per cent in 1997. In some countries like
Spain, youth unemployment is a staggering 39 per cent while in
France it is 28.1 per cent. In countries like France, Germany, ltaly,
the overall unemployment percentage is in double digits.

Itis clear that the nature of capitalist development taking place
globally is based on advances in science and technology which
permit the constant replacement of human beings by machines.
The net result is, while moderate growth is achieved, it is done
without generating employment and in fact, reducing its future
potential.

The period since the 15th Congress has also been marked by
sharp widening of inequalities between the developed capitalis
countries and the third world and within the capitalist countries
between the top 20 per cent of the population and the rest. This S
starkly illustrated by the fact that the combined assets of the 353
billionaires in the world is greater than the combined annui’ll
income of countries constituting 45 per cent of the world’s
population of 2.3 billion (230 crore) people. Further, the net
wealth of 10 richest billionaires ($ 113 billion) (11300 crore), 18
one and a half times more than the national income of all the leas
developed countries put together. The share of the poorest 20 P¢f
cent of the world’s population now stands at a miserable 1.1 P¢f
cent down from 1.4 per cent in 1991 and 2.3 per cent in 1960. The
1998 Human Development Report shows that the ratio of overd
consumption of goods and services between the richest 20% 30
poorest 20% of the world’s population is 16:1!
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Internationalization of Finance Capital

This period saw a marked development in the internationaliza-
tion of finance capital. Over $ 1.5 trillion ($ 1.5 lakh crores) today
moves in and out of the world financial markets every day.
The global stock of principal derivatives (options, futures and
swaps involving interest rates and currencies) was $ 6.9 trillion
(3 6.9 lakh crores) in 1991. It was estimated roughly to be over
$ 20 trillion ($ 20 lakh crores) in 1993. The global communication
revolution since has led to a greater speed of this growth in terms
of volume, turnover and spread of financial transactions.

This enormous amount of capital creates no value and adds
nothing, directly, to the wealth of nations. But it has the potential
to wreak havoc on the economies, particularly in the third world.
It is this internationalization of finance capital that is today
assaulting the sovereignty of independent nations, seeking free
and uninhibited access to their economies in pursuit of super
profits that massive transnational banks and financial corporations
seek to derive.

It is, however, important to note that the present-day finance
capital is highly globally mobile sucking in finance capital from
individual countries dominated by finance capital originating
from the advanced countries. Further, this finance capital is more
pre-occupied in its search for quick speculative gains rather than
its amalgamation with industrial capital leading to economic
development. It, therefore, truly represents the parasite that
thrives at the expense of real economic growth. In pursuit of quick
and super profits, this finance capital moves in and out of
countries at amazing speed. When it moves out of a country (like
in Mexico in 1994 and now in South East Asia) it bursts the
bubble plunging the entire economy into a crisis.

The emergence of this finance capital is an important factor that
explains the relatively low growth rates accompanied by high
unemployment rates in the advanced countries. This happens
because in order to appease international speculators, there is a
competitive reduction in tax rates and restrictions on the size of
the fiscal deficit. In other words, governments are forced to cut
back expenditures and thereby deflate both employment and
domestic demand leading to lower rates of growth.
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This, in turn, leads to a situation where the advanced countries
turn to the third world economies and intensify exploitation. The
imposition of neo-liberal policies serves this purpose of
removing obstacles to the free operation of internationally mobile
finance capital. In addition, it seeks to impose a new form of
international division of labour, this time not through direct
colonial occupation but through coercing third world economies
to dovetail to imperialist interests.

Global Financial Crisis

South-East Asian Crisis: 1t is this rapid internationalization of
the finance capital and the consequent pressures on the third
world countries to open their capital markets that contributed
directly to the continuing crisis in the capitalist system which
began dramatically in mid-1997 in Thailand and spread like 2
forest fire engulfing the other South-East Asian ‘tigers’ in 1997
and continues today