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- promoting exchanges

The Soviet and American delegates displayed
strong interest in a reciprocal study of the
history, culture and political activity ot

young people in both countries and declared
the need to extend and develop cooperation in
these areas. They also pointed out the
importance of mutually beneficial trade and

- In the Soviet capital
3 American delegates
mel young journalists
from Novosti Press
, Agency (APN).
Adrienne Critchlow
trom New York is in
the foreground.

t are higher than the state grants given to
er students. And anyone taking a correspond-
ce course automatically gets a 10 per cent
se,
“We allow four months paid maternity leave.
thers can stay home until their babies are
e year of age, and the fishery will continue
pay their average monthly salary.
“Close to a thousand of our workers take part
; amateur art activities. That's why we've built
Jveral clubs and hired instructors. Every year
sponsor contests in which the winners get
e tourist vouchers for travel around the country
d abroad. '
“We also have a sanatorium for children, an
wemight sanatorium for fishers and a rest and
creational center on the Gulf of Finland. Our
rkers and their families and friends can spend
pekends or holidays there. '
-“We build a great deal of housing. Three- or
‘e-room apartments in urban-type houses are
isigned free of charge. We give those who are
illing to build single-family homes interest-free
ans, building materials and transport. Anyone
ho is willing to work on construction in free time
-we have a shortage of construction workers on
e farm—doesn’t have to repay a third of the
an.” .
The American guests literally bombarded Ala-
la with questions.
: When can a fisher retire?
: Like everywhere else in this country, men are
igible for an old-age pension at 60, and women
55,
: Can pensioners work?
: Yes, they can. They receive wages and their
nsions, [n such cases some receive more than
e leaders of the collective fishery. ’
t At what age do people begin to work?
: At the age of 18. Some teenagers help raise
wers when they are 15, but they are not allowed
work more than four hours a day and then
ly during vacations.

e done by women?
: Men catch the fish, and women process them.
Jhis has been the traditional division of labor for

ulk of our workers in the schools, clinics, nurs-

fies, libraries and food services are women.

Sﬁys Maureen Riley, a Russian Area Studies
ajor at Boston College in Boston, Massachusetts:

eople and talking to them, even outside of the
neeting, The worst part was just not having
Mnough time,”

At the Estonian Pariiament

=The American delegation was received at the

: What jobs are done by men and what jobs

promote these exchanges.

Supreme Soviet of Estonia by the Secretary of
the Presidium, Victor Vaht.

The young Americans got a good picture of
how Estonia’s parliament works. It has 285 depu-
ties (eight out of ten are Estonians), of which
101 deputies are women and 56 are young people
under 30. The work of the standing commissions
and the powers of the Supreme Soviet and its
deputies were carefully explained. Deputies re-
port to their constituents about their work, but
unlike the practice in Western parliaments, they
can be recalled before the expiration of their
term if the voters are not satisfied with them.

The Cultural Program

“We've had a great time in Tallinn,” Bonnie
Orkow declared. “One of the nicest things for
me in visiting Tallinn was going to the opera.
The performance was outstanding. We saw La
Traviata. It's the second time I've seen it. | first
saw it in Rome in the Baths of Caracalla two
years ago. And the performance in Tallinn was
just as good as if not better than the one in Rome.
And that’s saying a lot.”

The Americans attended several concerts of
Estonian and Byelorussian folk songs and dances;
they saw variety shows and Ivan the Terrible at
the Bolshoi.

“The cultural program was quite good this
time,” David Ames noted. “The people in our
delegation were extremely impressed with what
they saw in such a brief period of time. We were
exposed to a culture that Americans know very
little about. Even today some people in our
country think that the Soviet Union has no pop
music, rock ’'n’ roli. or bands with electric instru-
ments. This kind of exposure is tremendously
important for Americans.”

The American delegation included a profes-
sional trio from New York: Raun Burnham, a
singer and pianist; her husband Jerry, who plays
the flute and the double bass; and Richard Gran-
do, a saxophonist. They were a hit at many meet-
ings. Frequently they performed with Alexander
Morozov, a young composer from Leningrad who
was on the Soviet delegation.

This wasn't the first trip to the Soviet Union
for Rick Grando. “This is my second time, and
I've never had anything but the greatest response
and warmth from the Soviet people in all the
republics that | have had the privilege to perform
in.

“We all know what that means. This can only
lead to increased understanding eventually. |

“think most of the performances we’ve seen here

would be extremely interesting for Americans,
especially the elaborate ethnic productions. The
ethnic art of a country is one of the easiest
things to communicate because, after all, every-
one has traditions. The more you come in contact
with customs, the closer you get to the people
as they really are. It's marvelous to have intellec-
tually advanced and sophisticated endeavors, but

economic ties, broader scientific and
technical cooperation, wide-ranging
cultural, educational, sports and youth
exchanges. The participants expressed
their determination to actively

there’s no substitute for roots. You learn more
from roots than from anything else.

“My personal wish, and | believe it is the wish
of the whole American delegation too, is to de-
velop cultural exchanges between our countries
again.”

The Echo of the War

The American delegation also visited the me-
morial at Khatyn, a little village in Byelorussia that
was wiped off the face of the Earth by German
occupation troops. The Nazis drove all the villag-
ers out of their homes and into a barn and set
it on fire. The only person to escape the massacre
was a blacksmith named losif Kaminsky. He re-
turned to find his son who lay dying riddled with
bullets. In the center of the Khatyn Memorial
Complex stands the giant figure of a man. In his
arms the man holds his son’s dead body. His
grief-stricken gaze is directed far into the distance.
losif Kaminsky was the model for the statue.
Dozens of villages in Byelorussia had the same
tragic fate as Khatyn. The republic lost one out
of four citizens in World War II.

On behalf of the American delegation, Bonnie
Orkow and Gregory Fess laid a wreath at the
memorial.

Later Fess, the head of the delegation, told us:
“Our visit to Khatyn was one of the most memor-
able experiences of my life. It's difficuit to express
how you feel after visiting Khatyn. The architec-
ture really conveys the agony and the horror of
what took place in that village. The statue of
Kaminsky holding his son is something that any-
body would be moved by. At the memorial |
pledged to myself and for all peace-loving Amer-
icans that we would not forget the struggle and
the strength of the people of Khatyn. | promised
myself that | would work to make sure that kind
of horror never happens again. It is something
each of us needs to remember. | only wish that
| could bring every person in the world to Khatyn
to experience this firsthand.

“The most important thing now is to avoid a
confrontation that might cause a nuclear war.

- So the theme of the Tallinn forum, ‘Youth of the

Eighties Against the Danger of Nuclear War,’
will set the tone for what we hope will be a
series of conferences. | expect that.this theme
will continue until there is a change in the politi-
cal situation.

“The ninth Soviet-American meeting of young
people was, in my opinion, the most successful
forum that has taken place to date. We are
looking forward to the tenth forum, which will be
held at Lock Haven State College in Lock Haven,
Pennsylvania, in mid-August of this year. This
will be an anniversary conference, and we are
expecting a successful one. The young people
at Lock Haven are excited about the prospect
of hosting a Soviet delegation. Even though the
ninth forum was the best to date, | hope the
tenth one will even top this.” n



THE 26th PARTY CONGRESS: WHAT ROLE

DID IT ASSIGN TO YOUNG PEOPLE?

“There are more than 40 million young men and women in the Leninist Young Communist
League. We often say that the YCL is our replacement. . . . Young people who are between the
ages of 18 and 25 today will tomorrow form the backbone of our society. The most important, the
central task of the YCL is to help form the rising generation into politically active, knowledgeable
people, who like and know how to work and are always prepared to defend their country.”

From Leonid Brezhnev’'s report to the Twenty-sixth Congress of the CPSU

HE OUTLOOK of Soviet young people is determined by their desire to

contribute to the implementation of the plans for the country’s eco-
nomic and social development. Young Communist League (YCL) organiza-
tions take part in the campaign for increased production efficiency and
quality of work in the leading areas of the economy and in the further
development of agriculture. There are 500,000 YCL and youth teams,
workshops, departments and farms working to carry out these goals.

The key targets of construction, proposed at the Twenty-sixth Congress
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, will soon have definite ad-
dresses, and young men . and women will be on their way to work there
shortly. More than 130 national economic projects have been declared top-
priority construction sites.

A 7,000-member national Komsomol team has already been formed and
is preparing to leave for the major construction sites of the new five-year
plan period. Thousands of young volunteers will follow it.

The idea of organizing advanced work teams made up of highly qualified
specialists has proved to be effective. The young people master vast new
lands and huge mineral deposits not by sheer numbers, but by skills.

However, not enough young people are settling down in newly develop-
ing areas. Some of the major reasons for this are often the lack of opportu-
nities to continue one’s education, the shortages of housing space, nurs-
eries and kindergartens, cultural and municipal institutions.

Because of the great importance of developing new areas, especially
Siberia and the Far East, it is essential to accelerate the building of new

THE GUIDELINES AS YOUNG PEOPLE SEE THEM

By Vitali Tretyakov

ET'S EXAMINE the Guidelines for the Economic and Social Develop-
ment of the USSR for 1981-1985 and for the Period Ending in 1990
through the eyes of our young people.

Of course the interests of the younger generation do not differ sharply
from the interests of other segments of the population. However, when
reading the document, Soviet young people, like everyone else, look for
points that promote their personal hopes and plans.

On the one hand, implementation of the Guidelines will enable Soviet
youth of the eighties to preserve what preceding generations of young
people attained and, on the other hand, to find the answers to problems
left unsolved.

In the first place, the stable economic growth of the country determines
stable employment for all segments of the population, including young
people, and guarantees material well-being. Moreover, compulsory 10-
year education, which was introduced throughout the country during the
seventies, allows young people greater freedom in choosing a trade or
profession and, in the final count, their place in life.

As 1 see it, the prospects for further construction of large industrial
complexes in new areas mainly concern the younger generation. After
all, they are the ones who are most eager to go to new construction sites.
They go because it’s the kind of work that offers the best opportunity for
them to use their abilities to good advantage.

The different aspects of education dealt with in the Guidelines also in-
volve young people. For example, vocational schools throughout the
country plan to graduate 13 million people within the current five-year
period, 500,000 more than in the last period. It's natural to assume that
we're talking about young workers here. A diploma from a vocational
school is a guarantee of a good income and satisfying work.

There are also plans to train close to 10 million specialists with a higher
and specialized secondary education and to improve the way they are
used in the national economy. It is clear that these 10 million will also be
mostly young people. .

A new and important aspect of the Guidelines is to increase state-funded
aid to families with children and young couples; to allow more benefits to

towns and cities and to take into account their social infrastructure base
on their particular demographic needs. The average age of residents o
developing areas is 22 to 26; and the birth rate is 1.5 to 2 times highe
than the average birth rate for the country. The most popular way to g
around in new cities §eems to be by baby carriage. The need for housing,
nurseries and kindergartens is rapidly increasing. Young people are eage
to take an active part in construction, often working without pay in time of
Reduced labor resources mean young people have to take a more active
role in social production. The state not only offers them good professional
training, but also opportunities to upgrade their knowledge and skills,
Experience has proved how essential it is for young people to be super
vised by efficient workers who can teach professional skills.
One major goal of education is to develop in young people a healthy §-
respect for work. And YCL organizations are set on fulfilling it. E
Over the last five years close to 25 million people joined the YCL. Is§
initiative and self-reliance are increasing, and its discipline is growing.
YCL committees will try hard to get rid of the passive attitudes and |
the formality in their work and inspire a high-spirited creative atmosphere §:
in every YCL organization.
The concern for the new generation has become the concern of the §
party and the whole nation. The rights and duties of today’s young people
have been codified by the new Constitution.

Excerpts from a speech by Boris Pastukhov, First Secretary of the §
Central Committee of the Leninist Young Communist League@:

families; to contribute to improving their living conditions and amenities
of daily life; to perfect the system of state-financed allowances for chil-
dren; and to increase the number of nurseries and kindergartens. Polls
have shown that the population in general and young couples in particular
want to have more children. One of the main reasons young women don't
have more children is their reluctance to give up work, friends and enter-
tainment. In an attempt to help solve this problem, the Guidelines state
that opportunities should be made available for women with young children
to work part-time, be it a short workday or a short workweek, on a sliding
schedule or at home.

Another innovation is the distribution of state-owned living space ac-
cording to the principle of one apartment one family. This will have a
beneficial effect, particularly on young families, many of which have had |
to share their parents’ apartments till now. f

A number of points in the Guidelines call for substantially improved
living and working conditions, better education and more recreation in
the rural areas. This will encourage young people who are now often '
obliged to sacrifice their love of country living and their native villages !
for urban comfort and culture, to stay on the land. The Guidelines also .
propose to develop and improve recreational facilities, especially for the
young. The document also points out the need to step up physical training
and sports activities for children and youth.

The Guidelines also mention the further development of art and culture,
which are already flourishing among Soviet youth today. And there is a
special line about books. Although books are published in huge editions,
there is still a shortage. This is due in large measure to their popularity
among young people.

There is a whole section devoted to environmental protection. This
subject was omitted in the Guidelines of five years ago. It seems to me
that this too concerns the younger generation more than anyone else
because the future of our environment depends upon them.

Soviet young people are well aware that they will have to work to carry
out the tasks set forth in the Guidelines for the Economic and Social De-
velopment of the USSR.




THE NEED TO PRESERVE DETENTE

On May 22 Leonid Brezhnev, General Secretary of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and
President of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet,
delivered a speech in Tbilisi, capital of the Georgian Soviet
Socialist Republic, on the sixtieth anniversary of the republic
and the Communist Party of Georgia. Excerpts of the speech follow.

)CIALISM has brought genuine freedom to
the Georgian Soviet Socialist Republic,
«ening the deeply ingrained creative strength
s people,” Leonid Brezhnev said.

t is gratifying to note that an atmosphere of
line internationalist friendship prevails in
et Georgia,” he stated. “Georgians, Russians,
hazians, Ukrainians, Ossetians, Armenians,
‘baijanians, Greeks and Kurds—representa-
3 of more than 70 nationalities—work hand in
1 for the benefit of the republic and the entire
et people. The experience of your republic is
ad proof of the correctness of our party’s
inist nationalities policy.”

uching on the international situation, Brezh-
said: “The foreign policy objectives of the
nty-sixth Congress of the CPSU are doing
r job, clearing the way for a serious political
ogue, for talks on the basic problems of war
peace. Had it not been for these major and
i initiatives put forth by our congress, the
sent political landscape would be as flat and
rless as the Caucasus without the Caucasus
intains. Three months have passed since the
gress, and none of the topics proposed by us
discussion has become less important. On the
trary, their significance has grown.

Take, for example, the Middle East, which is
I to Soviet Georgia as well as to all of our
ntry. What is happening there is brutal, tragic
I dangerous. Is it possible to close one’s eyes
he lack of rights and the suffering of millions
’alestinians? Can one remain indifferent to the
2 of Lebanon, which is literally being bled
te, torn by the Israeli military? One ill-consid-
d step is enough to engulf the entire Middle
it region in the flames of war. And it is not
wn how far the sparks of that fire will fly.

The Soviet Union,” Brezhnev continued, “came
ward with a proposal that offers a good chance
work collectively to stabilize the situation in
Middle East. It has suggested that an interna-
nal conference on this question be called. Our
'posal on this score met with a broad positive
-tponse in the Arab countries and in many other
es,

“We are for active talks to improve interna-
nal relations. This refers fully to the situation
‘the' Persian Gulf and around Afghanistan. This
lation has deteriorated because Washington
o put gross pressure on Iran and to or-
‘jmze an intervention against the Afghan revolu-

tion. The situation was aggravated by an un-
precedented concentration of U.S. armed forces
throughout the region.

“How can the situation be relieved? We see
several opportunities for this: to talk separately
about ensuring peace and security in the Persian
Gulf region and also separately about settling the
situation around Afghanistan or to discuss inter-
national aspects of both of these questions in
connection with each other. In so doing, of
course, it is necessary that the sovereignty of all
states in the zone be reliably safeguarded. There
must be no question of interference in their in-
ternal affairs.

“The Soviet Union is ready for negotiations,
indeed different kinds of negotiations. The only
trouble is that in the NATO camp, where they like
to talk of ‘Soviet expansion’ and ‘the Soviet men-
ace,’ they have still not replied to our proposals.

“Our position in respect to Afghanistan is ab-
solutely clear. We stand for its full independence.
We respect its status as a nonaligned country.
The USSR, like Afghanistan, favors a political
settlement that would put an end to the unde-
clared war against Afghanistan and give it de-
pendable guarantees of noninterference.

“An agreement on political settlement would
make it possible to establish, in agreement with
the Afghan side, time limits and an order of with-
drawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan. Non-
resumption of intervention against Afghanistan
must be reliable and guaranteed. Troops could
be withdrawn step by step as the agreements
reached are transformed into reality. Things have
been held up, first of all, by the stubborn refusal
of the Pakistani leaders to come to terms with
Afghanistan and to stop interfering in its affairs,”
said Brezhnev.

“We have just celebrated Victory Day. It has
been 40 years since the beginning of the Great
Patriotic War. These dates—May 9 and June 22—
make us think over and over again about what is
happening in Europe, where world wars have
started twice. In the seventies, Europe experi-
enced a taste of détente. But now the situation
is changing for the worse. This is due primarily
to NATO’s decision to deploy new American
medium-range missiles in Western Europe.

“The NATO plan, which was reaffirmed at the
Rome session of the council of this blog, is called
upon to provide satisfaction for the Pentagon’s
foundless appetites. They do not meet the inter-

ests of the security of the Europeans. The ques-
tion of limitation and even reduction of nuclear
missile armaments in Europe on the basis of the
balance of forces and observance of the principle
of equality can and must be decided through
negotiations. We are ready for them. It is now up
to Washington,” Brezhnev stressed.

“At the same time | must say with a full sense
of responsibility that we cannot leave the deploy-
ment on European soii of new American nuclear
missiles aimed at the USSR and our allies without
consequences. In this case we will have to think
about extra defense measures. If necessary, we
shall find impressive means to safeguard our vital
interests. And then the NATO planners should not
complain.

“But, | repeat, this is not our choice,” the
Soviet leader pointed out. “A peace based on
mutual intimidation does not attract us. We prefer
a peace under which the levels of armaments be-
come lower and lower, and the scale and quality
of cooperation in all fields grow and are improved.

“The Soviet Union is for agreements capable of
moderating the sharpness of the military con-
frontation between NATO and the Warsaw Treaty
countries. These aims are served specifically by
the proposal calling for a conference on military
détente and disarmament in Europe. The question
of such a conference is being discussed at a
meeting of representatives of 35 states in Madrid.
The Soviet statement on its readiness to spread
confidence-building measures to the entire Euro-
pean part of our country was a big step designed
to clear the obstacles blocking the convocation
of such a conference.

“Provided, of course, that the Western states
also take a similar step,” Brezhnev continued.
“But they, for no obvious reason, pretend to keep
forgetting about it. If the Western states are not
prepared to say now what their reciprocal step to
extend the zone of confidence-building measures
will be, they could give their reply not in Madrid
but directly at the conference.

“A movement against the deployment of new
American missiles and for the earliest beginning
of talks with the Soviet Union is now growing in
the countries of Western Europe. Many statesmen
there are aware of the need to preserve détente.
More and more people realize that a policy of re-
fusing to have talks and a reliance on military
force is a policy renouncing common sense,” the
Soviet leader concluded. ]












On the islands of

Hercules and Popov-
Chukhchin, the
Komsomolskaya Pravda
Expedition discovered

traces of the Rusanov
Expedition that

2 mysteriously disappeared
in 1913. The anchor
probably belonged to
Alexander Kuchin,

captain of the Hercules.

. The owner of the leather
‘ case, which has been in
permafrost for almost

1 70 years, is still unknown.

polar explorer Edward
. Toll stored food in
the permafrost near
the Middendorf Strait
so that he could travel
with dog teams deep
into the continent of
the Taimyr Peninsula
and along the coast.
For some unknown
reason, he never used
the provisions. In

any case, Toll
unwittingly initiated

an experiment that was
continued by Shparo’s
group to determine
how long foodstutfs can
be preserved in permafrost
before they lose their
taste and food value.

Would we go farther? And our answer? Yes, of course.

And thus, the paper organized a public polar expedition as
we called it. What does the word public mean here? It means
that people were working on it during their leisure time. For
example, | am a mathematician, a fellow at the Moscow
Institute of Steel and Alloys. | give lectures to students.
Nobody paid me to be a member of the expedition and lead
it, traveling as | did, on my vacation time.

The expedition was also termed a scientific-sporting ex-
pedition. I don’t think sporting needs an explanation. In sci-
entific terms, though, the purpose of our expedition was to
study both the individual (his psyche, nervous system and
physical state) and the group as a whole, as a collective
(the dynamics of relations within it, the role of the leader,
and the like), as well as food rations and equipment in a ski
crossing at high altitudes.

Our scientific leader was Academician Oleg Gazenko,
director of the Institute of Medical and Biological Problems.
(Academician Gazenko is a member of the American Space
Medical Association.) As soon as we were accepted as mem-
bers of the expedition, we were put under the care of doctors
and examined before and after our journey.

I'll never forget the day of April 30, 1979. We had another
500 kilometers to traverse (a third of the trip) before we
reached the Pole. On that day we saw an airplane above us
and an unexpected box dropping from the sky. As hungry
and as far away from civilization as we were, we hoped
that it contained something nice and homemade for us to
eat. The box turned out, however, to be full of psychologi-
cal tests.

In 1971 we were in Severnaya Zemlya (North Land), and
the next year we stepped on the drifting ice fields of the De
Long Strait, crisscrossed with black channels and currents,
which separates Wrangel Island from the continent. In the
early 1900s American Captain Bob Bartlett, master of the
Roosevelt, crossed the strait to rescue people on the island.
He went with an Eskimo named Kataktovik, seven dogs and
a sledge. Bartlett wrote that he had to call forth the experi-
ence of those great treks with Admiral Robert Peary and
numerous other ice journeys to negotiate the open water.
Now it was our turn to cross the treacherous strait. And the
question of principle—ls it possible to ski on drifting ice?—
we answered in the affirmative.

Four years later we made another leg of the long ski trek.
Leaving the northern spits of Wrangel Island, we entered
the open ocean. In 20 days we reached the drifting Soviet
station called North Pole-23. The linkup was difficult for we
were being carried by the ice, and the habitable ice floe was
also drifting. We sighted the little yellow houses on the floe
only at a distance of one kilometer. The Arctic had never
seen such a crossing. Some have gone by dog sledge, by
dirigible, by plane, parachute, submarine and icebreaker,
but no one had ever gone before on skis.

How were the expedition members selected? Amundsen
used to say that it was never a waste of time to select the
right people. | knew full well that it was difficult to create a
collective, but [ now believe that a team, a collective, is
formed by people working together.

The expedition required perseverance that not everyone
was up to. During the dangerous crossing of the De Long
Strait in 1972, four of the seven who were to start for the
North Pole in 1979 became close friends. In 1976 two more
participants joined the group. All of them were young Mos-
cow scientists and experienced cross-country skiers.

After we returned victorious from the Pole, people who
met us in Moscow joked about the lucky seven. Where did
the seventh man come from, the one who brought us luck?

Well, I'll tell you about it. My story begins with a letter that
Komsomolskaya Pravda received in 1975. Let me back up for
a moment. The newspaper that sponsored the expedition
carried many articles about us, about the Arctic, about the
romance of the trip, about the great and fearless pioneers of
the Russian North and heroes from our history. And of
course the paper got numerous letters from readers. One
letter came from the little town of Lepsy, which is located in
Kazakhstan.

Vasili Shishkaryov, a young worker, wrote that he had
been following our expedition for a long time and that he
wanted to join us on our journey to the North Pole. | an-
swered him pointblank that there would hardly be room for
him. We all had our jobs, and on top of that we trained regu-
larly and prepared for the trip. “How could you join us? And
in general, what can you do? We need a radio operator and
a navigator,” | wrote to him. “We will select those who are
prepared, not those who want to take a walk to the North
Pole.”

He continued to write to us. We learned that he had done
some fantastic things. All alone, on skis, he crossed Lake

Balkhash in winter, and he slept two entire winters out-of-
doors in his backyard!

“Well, all right, we’ll take you to the Arctic in the summer,”
I promised him. But then Vasili became ill. “Come to Mos-
cow, we will cure you,” | invited. But he didn’t want to come
when he was sick. He didn’t need any help. Well, then we
got angry. “Take it or leave it,” we said.

Six months later he called me at home and asked if he
cou!,d join in the training. | was flabbergasted. “Where are
you?”

“In Moscow. | got a job with the city’s Roads and Urban
Improvement Administration. May | join you?”

“Okay, come on over.” | shrugged my shoulders.

Evenings, when he was not busy training, he went to a
radio club to study the Morse code. We made him reserve
radioman. Then it turned out that we had one too many
radio operators for the expedition, but we were short of
navigators. So Vasili had to study trigonometry and mari-
time astronomy to become a reserve navigator. Shishkaryov
saw to the clothes, the tents, sleeping bags, stoves and all
the other equipment. Thus he became supply chief No. 2.

Six of us were preparing to go to the North Pole, but every-
one said, “Let’s take Vasili.” So a big gusset was sewn into
the tent, and the 10-section frame was turned into a 12-
section one, and the foodstuffs were rationed for seven. Did
Vasili find us? Or did we find him?

On our way to the Pole | learned that he wrote poetry too.

Can People Live on Drifting Ice?

Sometime after we returned from the North Pole, Radio
Moscow made the following proposal to its American listen-
ers: “You may ask any questions of the conquerors of the
Pole. They will answer them, and, being a competent jury,
they will choose the most interesting questions to receive
first, second and third prize.”

Many of the questions were interesting. For instance,
Odonell Rosales, age 11, from Union City, New Jersey, wrote -
that he had received a short-wave radio for Christmas. He
heard about the contest and wanted to know what foodstuffs
and drinks the team had taken along.

We were somewhat confused by the question. The only
liquid that we carried was alcohol, but it was for the stove
and no other purpose. We melted snow to make coffee and
tea. Odonell was the youngest participant in the contest—
that fact alone won him a prize.

The winner of the contest, Tony Humphill from Salem,
Oregon, asked if the members of the expedition succeeded
in finding out if it was possible for people to live in the Arctic.

We trust that the scientific value of the expedition sub-
stantially outweighed its sporting and record-breaking na-
ture. Both Yuri Khmelevsky and | are scientists. We're con-
cerned about the problems of our planet. Drifting ice, which
occupies four per cent of the Earth’s surface, is still a blank.

Our means of transport was skis. The weight of our back-
packs at the start of our journey varied from 45 to 51 kilo-
grams. Now, to sum up our three crossings on drifting ice,
we have concluded that we must classify ice from a pedes-
trian’s point of view, systematizing the obstacles and de-
scribing methods of overcoming them. The most important
conclusion we arrived at is that people can live and move on
skis on ocean ice. '

Michael de Vill from Alexandria, Virginia, wrote that he
was sure that we saw some incredibly beautiful sights on our
journey. He went on to write that today there is a constant
nuclear threat from both the Soviet Union and the United
States and that there is the potential danger of destroying
within several hours what nature took millions of years to
create. He asked if as a result of the expedition the team
members did not feel that they must personally contribute to
the relaxation of tensions between our two countries, avert-
ing the danger for nature and, for that matter, for life.
Michael de Vill managed to express our ideas with utter
accuracy.

Another question came from Doug Wilson in California,
who asked if the team members believed that their common
socialist world outlook had helped them in their expedition.
He wrote that he had read of many instances of discord in
Western mountaineering expeditions.

Three hundred and sixty meridians converged under our
feet on the North Pole. We were happy to be standing there,
under the Red Flag, presenting our victory to our country,
to whose frontiers almost half the meridians run. We were
well aware that under our feet were the meridians of Scan-

‘dinavia, Canada and Alaska. | think that our world outlook

was expressed in the idea of the necessity of peace on Earth.
The last letter | will cite came from Hans Steinbesser, who
lives in Denver, Colorado. He asked if we had found any P>
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NEW FRONTIERS

HE MODERN EDIFICE of the Soviet economy

is being built on a firm foundation. Today, in
only five days, we generate a national income
equal to the income for ali of 1928, which was
before the first five-year plan was launched. In
the last 25 years the Soviet Union’s annual
growth rate of the national income, which is a
barometer of a society’s economic might, was
twice as high as that of the United States.

The Soviet Union is the world’s largest pro-
ducer of steel, pig iron, petroleum (including gas
condensate), iron and manganese ore, coke,
cement, chemical fertilizers and diesel and elec<
tric locomotives. The country’s share of world
industrial output before the 1917 Revolution was
slightly more than 4 per cent. In 1922 it dropped
to about 1 per cent. Today it stands at 20 per
cent. It’'s not hard to imagine how great the in-
crease was in absolute terms if you take into
account that world industry was not marking time
either.

The Soviet Union scored outstanding successes
in the seventies. As compared with 1970, indus-
trial output rose by 80 per cent in 1980. Real per
capita income increased by 50 per cent. More
than 107 million people, which is over 40 per cent
of our total population, moved into better housing.

Impressive Results

The Tenth Five-Year Plan, which was summed
up by the Twenty-sixth Congress of the Commu-
nist Party of the Soviet Union, has taken a praise-
worthy place in the labor chronicle of the Soviet
people. In those years the Soviet Union realized
considerable achievements in all spheres of the
economy, social development and culture.

The country’s national wealth has increased.
Compared with the Ninth Five-Year Plan period,
the national income rose by 400 billion rubles,
industrial output by 717 billion rubles and agri-
cuitural output by 50 billion rubles. More than
1,200 large industrial enterprises have been put
into operation. Considerable progress was
achieved in setting up the Integrated Power Grid,
which now covers an area with a population of
more than 220 million people. Production of oil
(including gas condensate) increased 110 per
cent and gas yields rose 330 per cent in Western
Siberia.

Heavy industry, the foundation of the economy,
made headway; the economic potential of every
constituent republic developed noticeably; and
the creation of major territorial and production
complexes continued.

Extensive work has been carried out in agri-
culture. Capital investments here amounted to
more than 170 billion rubles, which is over 27 per
cent of all such investments. The result is a
stronger agricuitural network. Productivity has
grown too. The mean annual grain output reached
205 million tons for the first time. The country
has increased its output of meat, milk, eggs, cot-
ton and other farm products.

Modern production cannot be separated from
science. In these years, researchers, engineers

and designers in all the constituent republics
worked on fundamental scientific probiems,

Solved applied problems, effected innovations in
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technoiogy and created original manufacturing
processes that secured the Soviet Union’s pre-
eminence in many developments and contributed
to progress in science and technology.

The scale on which new technology is being
implemented has grown, technical standards of
production have risen, efficiency has increased
and quality has improved. In industry 75 per cent
of the increase in output was due to higher labor
productivity (which has grown by 17 per cent in
the national economy);in agriculture the entire
increase was due to productivity; and in building
95 per cent of the increase in construction and
assembly work was due to boosted productivity.

All of the state’s efforts in the economic field
are aimed at steadily raising living, education and
cultural standards and providing the individual
with the best possible conditions for all-round
development. The faster the country’s colliective
wealth grows, the richer the Soviet people’s
life in material and intellectual terms will
become.

During the Tenth Five-Year Plan period 80 per
cent of the national income was channeled di-
rectly to public consumption funds, construction
of housing and social and cultural development.
In five years 334 billion rubles more went into
programs to improve the people’s weifare than
in the preceding plan period. Average wages
and salaries increased by 16 per cent, and the
income of collective farmers from collective
farming grew by 26 per cent.

Serious attention was given to the solution of
social problems in rural areas. Extensive invest-
ments were directed to agriculture. Not only was
the industrial aspect important, the social impli-
cations of the changes taking place in the coun-
tryside were equally important. The nature of
work is changing, workers’ skills are improving
and a noteworthy leveiing out of material and
everyday conditions in town and country is tak-
ing place.

Public consumption funds have reached 527
billion rubles during the entire Tenth Five-Year
Plan period. These funds provide for free educa-
tion, free medical services, old-age pensions,
various fringe benefits, paid leaves and other
social needs. In the over-all family incomes of
industrial workers they top 23 per cent, and in
those of collective farmers, 19 per cent. Pay-
ments and benefits from these funds in 1980
amounted to 438 rubles per capita as compared
with 354 rubles in 1975.

Housing construction proceeded on a large
scale. A total of 87.2 billion rubles was invested
in this field during the Tenth Five-Year Plan
period—1.5 billion more than intended. The net-
work of day-care centers and kindergartens,
summer camps, sanatoriums, holiday homes and
hotels was expanded. The number of doctors in-
creased from 834,000 in 1975 to one million in
1980.

Everyone in the Soviet Union today can read
and write. More than 80 per cent of the popula-
tion employed in the national economy have a
higher or secondary (complete or incomplete)
education. The country has finished the transi-
tion to mandatory universal secondary education.
In the years from 1976 to 1980, 12.5 million young

men and women graduated from vocationd
schools and 10 million people finished higher and
specialized secondary educational institutions.

The Soviet Union has entered the eighties with
a powerful economy, impressive scientific and
technical potential and highly skilled personnel

A Guide to Action

The Twenty-sixth Congress of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union endorsed the Guide
lines for the Economic and Social Developmen
of the USSR for 1981-1985 and for the Perid
Ending in 1990. The Guidelines are a policy-mak
ing document that summarizes the pracitice of
buiiding communism in the USSR and also takes
into account the experience of other socialis
countries. The Guidelines reflect the continuity
in the party’s strategies on basic issues of devel
opment for the eighties. More than 121 million
people took part in the discussions of the draft
This clearly points to the true democracy of the
system and the complete unity between the pary
and the people. Participants in the discussions
expressed their viewpoints on a wide range o
vitally important problems and introduced propos
als and amendments of great merit for the draft

Shortly after the victory of the October Revoi
tion, Lenin said that the system of exploitation
had left in its wake an extreme suspicion on the
part of the masses for everything connected with
the state. He emphasized: “It is very difficult to
overcome this, and only a Soviet government can
do it. Even a Soviet government, however, wil
require plenty of time and enormous persever
ance to accomplish it.”

The Soviet people’s lively interest in the su-
cess of the party’s and the people’s common
cause, which was particularly apparent during
the discussions of the Guidelines, showed that
Soviet power has coped with this task. The new
man and woman, who feel they are the country’s
masters, do not divorce themselves from the
state. They regard public interests as their own
This is one of socialism’s greatest historical
gains.

In the eighties the country is entering a new
stage in creating the material and technical bast
of communism, developing social relations and
shaping communist consciousness. The Eleventh
Five-Year Plan is a major link in the chain d
plans that are being mapped out and imple-
mented. .

A further rise in the Soviet people’s well-beiny
will be assured as a result of stable economi
growth rates. The economy of the new five-yes
plan period is an economy of enormous scale. By
the end of 1985 the output of electric power is!0:
reach 1.55 to 1.60 trillion kilowatt-hours, oil (i~
cluding gas condensate) 620 to 645 million tons,
gas 600 to 640 billion cubic meters, coal 770
800 million tons, rolled steel products 117 to 12
million tons, and chemical fertilizers 150 to 1%
million tons (in conventional units). A scientiic
analysis of the economy’s condition and pros
pects enabled the party to contemplate a sharp?
turn of the national economy under the Elevenh
Five-Year Plan toward securing the peoples
well-being.




The party outlined a social program that cov-
ed everything from consumption, housing, living
1d working conditions to culture and recreation.

In the next five years real per capita incomes
Il increase by 16 to 18 per cent. Average
onthly wages and salaries are to rise by 13 to
i per cent. The incomes of collective farmers
e to grow by 20 to 22 per cent. A larger part
Il be played by payments and benefits from the
iblic consumption funds. These funds will grow
* 20 per cent and will amount to 138 billion
bles in 1985, or an average of 2,000 rubles per
mily of four.

A food program that will be an integral part of
e Eleventh Five-Year Plan is to be implemented.
is intended to give priority development to
msumer goods. The range and quality of food
-id consumer goods will increase. The state and
~operative retail trade turnover will grow by 22
. 25 per cent, while the policy of ensuring stable
.tail prices for the basic food and nonfood
voducts will be maintained.

. Housing construction will be continued on a
rge scale in the next five years. During that time
is planned to build 530 to 540 million square
eters of housing. Most of it will go up in devel-
,Jing and rural areas. New layouts that offer
.ore comfort are to be used everywhere.
“ The Guidelines set forth a whole list of meas-
‘es aimed at providing the most favorable con-
‘itions for highly productive labor and a creative
Joproach to it.
“A great deal will be done to improve living
1d working conditions for women. Beginning in
381, women employed in the social sector in
ifferent areas of the country will receive a par-
-ally paid leave to take care of a child until he

r she reaches the age of one. Subsequently, this
ave is to be extended to one and a half years.
m the whole, more than 9 billion rubles is to be
llocated under the Eleventh Five-Year Plan to
nance measures aimed at increasing state al-
awances to families with children. Kindergartens
-ill be built for 2.5 million children. The number
f children in schools and extracurricular groups
il increase to 13.5 to 14 million.

The level and quality of medical services will
‘e improved, the network of health institutions
xpanded and work aimed at improving their
fructure and siting carried on.

* The social security system will be further de-
sloped. Minimum old-age and disability pen-
“ions for factory and office workers and collective
irmers, and pensions for persons who have lost
readwinners will be raised, as well as some
ensions granted earlier. The state will addi-
-onally allocate nearly 6 billion rubles to improve
e social security of the population during the
‘ve-year period. Incentives for pensioners to get
abs will be improved. New measures are to be
inplemented to better the living conditions of
ieterans of the Great Patriotic War. The working
eople are constantly aware of the party’s and
overnment’s concern and feel confident about
amorrow.

" The inteliectual life of Soviet people will be
:nriched; education and culture will rise to a
-ew level. Between 1981 and 1985 vocational
:chools wilt train something like 13 million skiiled
Jorkers and about 10 million students will gradu-
te from higher and specialized secondary edu-
ational institutions.

The Aim: Intensive Development

: Our plans and their prospects are based on
aver-all economic growth and a steady rise in
‘ne country’s productive capacities. In the
mghiies we are to complete the transition to the
“wensive deveiopment of the economy. Quite a
-8W scienuitic, technical, production, organiza-
:ional and managerial problems must be solved
during the Eleventh Five-Year Pian period to
:Achieve this aim. Above all else, it is a matter of
ore efficient use of production capacities cre-
.ited by many generations of Soviet people.

The nationat income used for consumption and

accumulation will increase by 18 to 20 per cent
in the Eleventh Five-Year Plan period. No less
than 85 to 90 per cent of the increase will be due
to higher productivity.

In this connection, particular importance is
attached to progress in science and technology.
It is intended to pursue retooling of production
more energetically, introduce advanced technol-
ogy, develop fundamentally different materials
and techniques and implement them in practice
extensively (thus saving labor and improving

‘working conditions), sharply reduce the material

and energy requirements of products and proc-
ess raw materials with a minimum of waste.
Emphasis is being placed on the introduction of
all-round mechanization and automation of pro-
duction processes, scientific organization of la-
bor, a rise in the output-asset ratio in all sectors
of the national economy, an increase in efficiency
of work and quality of all products, expansion
and renewal of the range of goods in line with
the requirements of the economy, progress in
science and technology and the growing de-
mands of the population.

Capital investments are being channeled first
of all into the renovation of existing enterprises
and the completion of projects already under
construction. Labor and resources are to be di-
rected to the realization of major complex pro-
grams in phases, above all the food and con-
sumer goods programs.

Today state and collective farms receive an
average of 40 tractors and 30 trucks every hour.
More than 9,000 tons of chemical fertilizers are
brought into the fields every hour. Some 80 hec-
tares of irrigated land and over 70 hectares of
drained land are put into use every hour as a
result of work financed by the state and the col-
lective farms.

The average annual output of agriculture will
increase by 12 to 14 per cent. The successful
implementation of the food program will be as-
sured by integral planning, proportionate and
balanced growth, efficient interaction between
all parts of the agro-industrial complex: agricul-
ture, the industries serving it, buying agencies,
storage facilities, transportation and enterprises
processing agricultural products, the food indus-
try and food retailing. The task of developing
consumer industries will be solved on the basis of
a long-term program pooling the efforts of all sec-~
tors on which the situation in this field depends.

As for heavy industry, the main focus will be on
power, metallurgy, engineering and chemistry, as
well as capital construction and transportation.

The Soviet Union is the only major developed
country completely self-sufficient in fuel and raw
materials. The Soviet power industry is develop-
ing at a high rate. In 1980 average daily genera-
tion of electric power increased by more than
690 million kilowatt-hours as compared with
1975, oil drilling (inciuding gas condensate) by
over 300,000 tons, and gas by nearly 400 million
cubic meters. But the demand for raw materials,
fuel and power is also growing rapidily. To satisfy
this demand, geological exploration is to be
stepped up during the Eleventh Five-Year Plan
period. '

In the search for resources we have to pene-
trate deeper into the Earth, into the land of the
Far North enclosed in permafrost and the remote
areas of Siberia. But we are solving this problem.
The involvement in the economy of fuel, power,
mineral and raw material resources in eastern
and northern areas, development of nuclear
power, reduction of the share of oil used by
electric power plants, rapid growth in natural gas
extraction and the use of new energy sources on
a par with traditional ones—all these measures
wili provide for the more stable supply of raw
materials, fuel and power to the national econ-
omy during the Eleventh Five-Year Plan period
and in the long term.

The most eftective way of augmenting national
wealth and quickly increasing socialist accumu-
lation lies in making rational use of existing
production capacities and utilizing resources

economically. Particular attention has been paid
to improving the structure of, and renewing in
due time, fixed assets, rapidly replacing out-
dated technology and reducing the time required
for new enterprises to reach full capacity. In
order to save material resources, it has been
decided to make extensive use of comprehensive
processing of raw materials, resource-saving
technology and techniques with littie or no waste.
Economizing in all spheres of production will be
increased; norms for consumption of production
resources will be improved; outdated norms will
be regularly reviewed and progressive norms in-
troduced in line with the modern technological
level and organization of production and work.

The Soviet economy is developing as a single
national economic complex, and the economic
potential of each republic is growing from year to
year. Such an approach is possible only under a
socialist social system, which has the advantages
of planned economic management. This approach
opens up enormous reserves. It becomes pos-
sible to secure unity in solving current and long-
term problems, taking fuller account of all the
varied economic, social, scientific, technical,
demographic and ecological factors, make more
efficient use of material, labor and financial re-
sources and improve the location of productive
forces.

The economic mechanism and management of
the national economy must be in full accord with
the rapidly growing scale of the Soviet economy.
These questions have been allotted a special
section in the Guidelines. They outline a long-
term, unified system of measures covering the
most important aspects in the running of the
national economy.

A system of interrelated long-term and current
measures is being implemented. It includes a
complex program of scientific and technical
progress for the next 20 years; guidelines for
economic and social development for 10 years;
a five-year plan for economic and social develop-
ment—the main tool for implementing the party’s
economic policies; and the annual plan. This
provides for continuity in planning, timely elab-
oration and implementation of major national
economic programs.

An urgent problem related to planning is main-
taining a correct relationship between centralism
and democracy. We-will consistently impiement
the principle of proper relationship of rights and
responsibilities between different agencies of
economic management so that all managers,
possessing the necessary rights and within their
limits, bear the full weight of responsibility for
fulfilling targets, doing their jobs quickly and
solving urgent problems without delay and ex-
cessive coordination.

The actual prospects of the intended programs,
which are infused with the spirit of innovation
and creative research, are supported by our ex-
tensive experience in centralized planning and
the organizational experience of our finest enter-
prises.

The results of the Twenty-sixth Congress of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, the Central
Committee’s report, endorsed as a guide for ac-
tion, and the Guidelines for the country’s eco-
nomic and social development enable us to draw
at least three conclusions.

The first conclusion, and the most important
one: Concern for the people’s well-being remains
a priority task of the policies of the CPSU and
the Soviet Government.

The second conclusion: The new frontiers en-
visaged by our plans cannot be divorced from the
policy of peace and security pursued by the
Soviet Union and the course aimed at détente.

Finally, the third conclusion, one very impor-
tant for our foreign business partners: These
plans open up broad possibilities for long-term,
stable and mutually beneficial cooperation with
the Soviet Union.

Courtesy of the illustrated monthly Soviet Union.
Abridged.
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By Pavel Gutiontov

iey've all seen on television or at the movies.
hey exchange ideas with enthusiasm—
ough they don’t always understand
'hat they're talking about fully.”

1 find it interesting that the preceding
bservations say pretty much the same as
ozens of papers and books by other sci-
ntists. Each year we are witness to very
eep and important developments in
ducation—mnot all of which we fully
nderstand. It is vital that the present -
eneration of adolescents comes of age
rithout knowing war and the starva-
on, devastation and deprivations
1at go with it.

From the point of view of prosper-
ty, this is the best provided-for gen- — "~
ration in the Soviet Union. Today’s
idolescents grew up during the years H
if the rapid development of the
icientific and technological revolution. Many of our present
jocial problems have been caused by this.

Leisure Time—New Reference Points

Free time should not be considered time off from duties to
society. On the other hand, society itself is considerably re-
sponsible for where adolescents go after school and what
:hey do before the school bell rings. What does a city have
‘0 offer them?

The hundreds of thousands of various study groups or-
Janized at Young Pioneer Palaces in cities throughout the
Soviet Union still aren’t enough to meet adolescent children’s
needs today. Although they offer teenagers new knowledge,
habits and skills, they cannot begin to satisfy the growing
need for association. Incidentally, social scientists believe
that it's impossible to turn spontaneous groups into organ-
ized ones because they meet different psychological needs.

In years gone by these ‘“spontaneous groups” were
formed in the courtyards of the apartment buildings where
the adolescents lived, the same places where their fathers Ny
and older brothers grew up, where everyone knew every- 1 t A
one and where third graders played soccer on the same
team as tenth graders. New housing is carving up many of
the old neighborhoods that formed over the course of dec-
ades. In the new open spaces there is no sense of the
continuity of time. It's hard to call a narrow strip of asphalt
between the shrubbery and a building “a yard.”

So those free contacts that 1 was talking about earlier
move from the courtyards either to a cozy room with a tape
recorder at home or into the streets.

Adults Rallying Adolescents

Groups of youngsters who share common interests are
coming together everywhere. Each month there seem to be
more and more of them. As a rule, they rally around adults
(and they come from the most varied professions) who are
eager to help them. All these grownups have one thing in

these groups are becoming more than an important modern

=

tists and athletes who unite to help teachers and school-
children. In Rostov-on-Don, a city in the southern part of the
Russian Federation where the idea originated, members of
these groups number almost 8,000.

Who Are These Adults?

Who are these adults and what do they have to offer young
people? Teenagers, you know, are often scornful and dis-
trusting on the one hand, but ready to make an idol of a man
or woman who has won their confidence on the other.

One of these volunteers who works with youngsters is
Valeri Isayev, director of a plant in Lipetsk that manufactures
concrete pieces. He spends nearly as much time at School
No. 24 in Lipetsk as he does in his office. Although his

daughter has already
graduated from
school, Isayev still
takes youngsters

on canoe trips every
summer.

Another volunteer
is Renat Riskiyev,
a well-known boxer,
who has organized
a boxing class for
the boys living in
his apartment building in Tashkent. He teaches more than
boxing though; he counsels the boys to respect others for
more than just the strength of their fists.

Anatoli Novikov, a teacher in the town of 1zhevsk, organ-
ized an auto club 15 years ago. In the course of all those
years thousands of young girls and boys have attended his

' /7

classes.
Z Alexander Kushnaryov is a builder by trade, but he enjoys

ballroom dancing too. Shortly after he arrived at the small
settiement of Nadezhny near the Arctic Circle, he
<—7 opened a dancing school. On the last Saturday and
Sunday of November a dancing competition is held
at the Nadezhny gym. Last year 630 teenagers par-

, ticipated in the contest.
Twelve years ago Alexander Lazarev, a theater
3 critic, organized a drama group called The
] Beacon at Moscow School No. 233. | have at-
tended a number of the group’s rehearsals, which
\ sometimes run late into the night. After re-
hearsal the members of the company usually
have tea and go home. But the exhausted
Lazarev, who lives on the other side of the city,

common—they know how to motivate youngsters. In fact, %
\—
/

trend. They are made up of students, workers, young scien- y often sleeps on a cot in the wardrobe room.p
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7HAT WILL THE FACTORIES OF THE

TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY BE LIKE?

¢
[l

| yorrow’s automated factory, which will run virtually without personnel,
eing born today. Machinery is increasingly capable of taking over the
2uous and monotonous jobs from people. “By relying on the endurance of
‘chines rather than people, we can achieve a high level of labor
@nsification,” says Professor Yevgeni Yurevich, a well-known Soviet

igner of automated manipulators, in the interview below. Professor
-~evich and Professor Konstantin Pupkov, who is concerned with training
-sonnel for the introduction of robot technology, explain why the use of
-ots does not mean unemployment for the Soviet people.

_: You have been dealing with robots for many
's. What tasks face your design bureau now
" Industrial robots have been spoken of so
“ily at the Twenty-sixth CPSU Congress?
‘wrevich: A state program for work on indus-
manipulators has now been drafted, and |
= been assigned to supervise it. Our team of
wclalists has been working for over 10 years on
dgns for these remarkable, clever machines.
- even “teach” the more sophisticated ones.
Jots can simulate only the outward manifesta-
s of the workings of the human mind. They
only do the things that they have been in-
icted to do.
Ve have already learned how to make robots
1 a distinctive behavioral pattern, so to speak.
Jay robots can be given certain creative capa-
ties and a sense of purpose, and “taught” to
-iember a situation and to make decisions.
.h the necessary information, robots can go
sugh different options to find the best one, of
irse, within the limits of the task formulated by
programmer. That is why the robot is becom-
an increasingly important and very useful
nd to society.
- said “friend.” It was not a slip of the tongue.
at else can we call robots? They replace us
= only in excruciatingly monotonous operations,
= instance, on the assembly line, but also in the
st difficult and dangerous jobs. Our mechani-
. helpers never tire. They can work for any
igth of time without a break. They are not
.aid of heat or cold and remain indifferent to
+ working conditions that cause discomfort to
ople, such as noise, high humidity, noxious air
ality and risks of explosion. They operate in a
suum and under radiation. And they can be
1t into deep space.
By relying on the endurance of machines
-her than people, we can achieve a high level
:labor intensification. Production efficiency will
;e sharply as a result. Moreover, robots will
ve the way for fundamentally new advanced
shnological processes that cannot be intro-
ced so long as people are personally involved
production since priority must be given to hav-
i the best possible working conditions for them.

‘Q: The Soviet Union operates 30 per cent of
» world’s robots. What were the robots’ “first
4ps in life” and how are they used today?

:Yurevich: The robot has come a long way. In
;2 early part of this century Ivan Pavlov experi-
anted with dogs, food and bells. He eventually
ntributed the fundamental concept of condi-

’

tioned reflexes to world science. Many interna-
tional achievements in the field of learning ma-
chines can be traced to Pavlov's experiments.

Then in 1970 a Soviet lunar vehicle, a sophisti-
cated robot, was put on the Moon. It brought
back samples of Moon rocks that are still being
studied in research centers throughout the worid.

Today thousands of robots, some of them de-
veloped by our design bureau, are operating
successfully in hundreds of Soviet factories. Com-
plete production lines and even workshops have
been automated. For example, take clock and
watch production or electronic instrument assem-
bly. Both of these fields involve precision opera-
tions and minute components. The introduction of
robots has raised labor productivity several
times. An engineering plant in the town of Kovrov
that makes motorcycles and mopeds has 60 in-
dustrial robots. Many other factories in different
industries use them too.

Robots, like people, belong to different genera-
tions. Those of the first generation operate within
the bounds of stringent programs, aithough once
a program is replaced, the robots can quickly
“learn” new trades and operations, performing
them with an accuracy of up to one-hundredth of
a millimeter, which is far beyond human ability.

Robots of the second generation have techno-
logical “eyesight” and other devices, including
sensors, that enable them to react and to
promptly adapt to changes in technological pro-
cesses. They are adapting robots with a special
“sensory’” system. The first models of these ma-
chines are being used successfully in our indus-
try. They are being applied in assembly work and
in research on the ocean floor. )

Third generation robots, which will have ele-
ments of an “artificial intellect,” have not yet
emerged from the cradle, that is, design bureaus.
These machines will be able to identify a situa-
tion, appraise it and independently work out a
program for their subsequent actions. They will
also accumulate experience over the course of
operation and use it to improve their performance.

Q: In short, we might say that the robot is a
clever and obedient “child” that is rapidly be-
coming a practical helper in tackling major social
and economic problems facing society. Your
bureau has already acquired a wealth of experi-
ence in developing and introducing robots. Would
you say that the pureiy theoretical principles of
their deveiopment change as time goes on. And
it so, how does production benefit from this evo-
lution?

Yurevich: Over 100 models of robots have been
developed in the Soviet Union, some of them by
our bureau. A new modular principle has been
formulated that serves as the basis for the further
development of robot technology. According to
it, we are developing modules, that is separate
standardized units, that can be used in small
numbers to assemble various robots just as chil-
dren build toy machines from bricks and blocks.
These modules will dramatically reduce the time
required to introduce new models, increase
their dependability, cut back costs and simplify
operation and maintenance.

The modular principle is also effective in creat-
ing control technology, the memory of a robot or
a whole automated complex. By 1985 the number
of robots will largely consist of second genera-
tion machines—those with flexible memories that
are capable of adapting. This means that they
will have extensive readjustment potential and
will be able to automatically adapt to various new
and changing working conditions. This is very
important in modern production, which is con-
stantly improving in step with scientific and tech-
nical progress. We have already developed an
integrated system of modules for control blocks
that can be used to assemble a single memory
for dozens of robots working on one production
line. This will make it possible to develop vast
automated complexes in the basic types of pro-
duction,

I think this is a realistic approach to the fac-
tories of the twenty-first century.

Q: What will happen to those people who now
work in “conventional” production when the In-
vasion of robots that you are planning gets under
way?

Pupkov: Within the next few decades, sophis-
ticated automated technology is expectd to re-
place millions of workers, Maybe people don’t
like the ideas of their being “replaced”? Perhaps
they fear losing their jobs and livelihoods? | can
say outright that robots will neither leave Soviet
workers without jobs nor reduce their earnings.
The socialist economy is developing according
to plan, and improvement in production is being
accomplished along with retraining and reassign-
ing personnel.

Under socialism, the introduction of new tech-
nology is accompanied not by layoffs, as the his-
tory of Soviet experience shows, but by the re-
assignment of jobs and by the raising of workers’
skills. :

Q: Why is this so?

Pupkov: First of all, improvements in produc-
tion, and this includes automation, are aimed not
at making higher profits for private owners—we
have none in our country—but at meeting the
growing needs of society as a whole and each
individual, in particular. Second, our economy is
developing according to plan, which makes it
possible to balance out all production factors, in-
cluding employment, at any given time.

Q: What does the automation of production
offer the members of a socialist society in the
long term?

Pupkov: People will have more time and energy
to use as they see fit. In the meantime, produc-
tion will offer them an even bigger choice: They
will be able not only to improve their occupa-
tional skills—with a corresponding rise in earn-
ings—but also to learn new trades and often get
higher positions. [ ]
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TO PREVENT
ANOTHER WORLD WAR

USSR Supreme Soviet Appeal
To the Parliaments and Peoples of the World

“The Supreme Soviet of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, anxious over the increasing military danger,
the unprecedented scope of the arms race, appeals to the parliaments and peoples of the world.

“The USSR Supreme Soviet issues this appeal on the fortieth anniversary of the attack by Nazi fascism on
our homeland. The Soviet people bow their heads to the glorious memory of 20 million fellow citizens who fell
in the war. World War 11 inflicted incalculable disasters and suffering on all humankind. We profoundly revere
the memory of all those who sacrificed their lives in the struggle against aggression, for the sake of peace on
Earth.

“History has taught a stern lesson. The peoples have paid far too big a price for the failure to prevent war, to
avert in time the threat hanging over the world. A repetition of the tragedy must not be allowed. Everything
must and can be done to prevent another world war.

“The world has already been saturated with weapons of mass annihilation. But the stockpiling continues.
Arms ever more sophisticated and destructive are being developed. Launching pads are being prepared for
hundreds of new nuclear missiles in Western Europe. People are being conditioned to the criminal idea of the
permissibility of the use of nuclear weapons.

“Political tension is being aggravated once again. The stake is on attaining military superiority. The
language of threats is resorted to, claims of intervention in the affairs of other countries and peoples are being
openly advanced. All of this is being covered up by a crude concoction about a ‘Soviet military threat.’

“The USSR Supreme Soviet solemnly declares that the Soviet Union does not threaten anyone, does not seek
confrontation with any state in the West or the East. The Soviet Union has not pressed and is not pressing for
military superiority. It has not been and will not be the initiator of new spirals of the arms race. There is no
type of weapon that it would not agree to limit, to ban on a mutual foundation by agreement with other states.

“The safeguarding of peace has been, is and will be the supreme aim of the foreign policy of the Soviet
Union. This is the aim of the peace program for the eighties adopted by the Twenty-sixth Congress of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union. It includes steps for the reduction of both nuclear missiles and
conventional arms, contains proposals for the settlement of existing and the prevention of new conflicts and
crisis situations, is permeated with the desire for deepening détente and developing peaceful cooperation
between countries on all continents. It expresses the readiness of the Soviet Union to hold negotiations on all
topical issues of peace and security, and to consider attentively any constructive ideas of other states.

“In this nuclear age dialogue and negotiations are needed equally by all, just as all need peace, security and
confidence in the future. Today there is no other sane method of solving disputed problems, no matter how
acute and complex they may be, except by negotiations. No opportunity must be missed. Time does not wait.

“The risk of a nuclear conflict increases with each day lost for negotiations. The solutions to vital problems
confronting each people and all peoples are being shelved. Time does not wait.

“In our time all those who through their actions encourage the arms race, the further stockpiling in the
world of weapons of mass annihilation, who advocate the use of force in the solution of disputed issues between
states or who just close their eyes to the dangers threatening the world today are,in fact, pushing humankind
toward the abyss.

“The USSR Supreme Soviet appeals to the legislative bodies of all countries to speak up vigorously in favor
of negotiations that would result in the impermissibility of another round of the nuclear arms race—honest
and equal negotiations without any preliminary conditions or attempts at diktat.

“The USSR Supreme Soviet expects that its appeal will be considered with all the attention deserved by the
most important, the most pressing issue of our time. It is convinced that parliaments have the necessary
prerogatives and authority to press effectively for curbing the arms race and for disarmament through
negotiations. For its part, the USSR Supreme Soviet will continue to make its contribution to the creation of
such an atmosphere that would promote positive results through negotiations.

“Peace is the common possession of humankind, and in our time it is also the paramount condition for
humankind’s existence. It is only through joint efforts that peace can and must be maintained and reliably
safeguarded.”

(The Appeal was adopted at a session of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR on June 23.)
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'tinued from page 10
y are welded in threes into so-called lengths.
3 welding of lengths is of particular importance.
3 seams must be perfect since the smallest
e in the metal, even one the size of a pinhead
a tiny cavity, means disaster. That is why after
work of the automatic welding machines, the
il welding is done by experienced, highly
ilified welders, while special instruments con-
| the quality of the seams. In a few seconds a
tal length weighing many tons is ready, lifted
3 the air as if it were a match and rolled into a
v with other lengths. Afterward it is taken care
as if it were made of glass, not steel. At first
s carefully loaded on a tractor stringer which
rries it along an opening to the trench prepared
it. There it is welded to the main pipeline,
apped in insulation and covered with a con-
2te yoke to make it heavier so that it will not be
iced to the surface by swamp water. Thus,
'gth after length, the gas main moves along the
hdra.
Up to seven teams work simuitaneously day
d night and in any weather along 40 to 50
lometers of the gas main. The shifts of welders
'd mounters relieve each other every eight
urs, and the workers rest at the settlement
arest the mains. | visited one of them.
Several baloks are scattered around a clearing
the taiga. There is a canteen there, a club
ere films are shown every evening, a library of
00 books, a medical center and a shop. The
ung men like playing soccer very much, so
ere is a small stadium in the middle of the
ntlement.
iThe helicopter that flew me from Nadym
lought foodstuffs for the local canteen and shop.
jooked into the containers and saw fresh beef,
licken, cans of condensed milk, yogurt, cot-
e cheese, bread, cucumbers, tomatoes and
‘en bananas. A full dinner at the canteen costs
Aly 50 to 70 kopecks. Insignificant deductions
om the wages go to pay for clothing, warm foot-
ear, heavy sweaters and fur-lined jackets.
he monthly wages of an average worker, in-
ding all kinds of allowances, vary from 1,000
1,300 rubles. At first there were people among

the workers whose sole interest was money.
However, as a rule, money is not enough to make
you endure the hard work in the cold and wind.
It is said that the gas main chooses the proper
people itself. And though there is nothing spe-
cial about them in appearance, they are indeed
simplehearted and unpretentious, extremely
comradely and optimistic. And the main thing is
that they are real experts at their jobs.

The Future of Nadym

That spring day was a festive occasion at the
schools of Nadym as it was at all schools in the
Soviet Union. It was a noisy, colorful and sadly
moving occasion—the school bell ringing for the
last time for the graduates.

We were invited to the ceremony at the first
10-year school built in Nadym. Now there are
four of them, each with an enrollment of about
700 pupils. The present graduates were the first
graders of the then quite young Nadym and re-
member not only the classes in the splendid
buiiding of the present school with all its rooms,
assembly hall, gym and conservatory, but also
those in the balok, where their first teacher taught
them to read and write. The boys and girls fin-
ishing school now cherish this memory and are
proud of having been the first pupils.

The “last bell” celebration was a great suc-
cess. There were the parting words of the teach-
ers and the words of gratitude of the graduates,
and there were smiles and tears. The festival
ended with a surprise. The first graders pre-
sented the graduates with an enormous cake that
required two boys and two girls to carry into
the hall.

| remember how the graduates said with humor
that they intended to become worid-famous as-
tronomers, musicians, actors and athletes. And |
think that few teachers and parents in the audi-
ence doubted this, so presumingly bold were
their charges.

But joking aside, | wanted to ask the young
people where they intended to study or work. A
group of excited young women and men gathered

in the geography classroom. From the lively
conversation | learned that two-thirds of the
graduates were going to enter institutes and
universities in Novosibirsk, Tomsk, Moscow and
Leningrad. Hardly any of them intended to study
the humanities; they wanted to become physi-
cists, chemists, engineers and doctors. Only one
boy wanted to be a photographer.

| was almost sure that they dreamed not only
of studying in a big city, but also of living there.
However, most of them said that they would re-
turn to live and work in Nadym.

“But there is no need for physicists, chemists
or photographers in the city. You won't find work
in your specialties here.”

“There is no need now,” they corrected me,
“but Nadym has a great future. They write about
it in the newspapers and talk about it on radio
and TV.”

And then, interrupting one another, the young
people started telling me how they pictured the
future of their city. According to them, a scien-
tific research center for the study of global prob-
lems of the North was sure to be founded in
Nadym, while the gas would be processed on the
spot at a chemical plant. The city would have
several theaters and a television studio (then it
would be necessary to shoot films for its broad-
casts). At the Nadym exhibition hall professional
artists would hold showings of their paintings and
drawings, while musicians and composers would
give concerts at the Nadym philharmonic
society.

Frankly speaking, | had expected more fantasy
from these youngsters. The picture they drew of
Nadym lacked the imagination typical for their
age, particularly considering that young people
are interested in science fiction and read popular
science magazines for youth, both of which are
full of ali kinds of projects for northern cities of
the future, things like transparent roofs enclosing
a controlled subtropical climate and streets lead-
ing from offices to dwellings.

However, is it so bad, | thought, that these
young Northerners do not have visions of a utopia
but picture the future of their native city as a
place they can use the knowledge, ability and
strength they are about to acquire? In my
opinion, a generation that thinks in realistic terms
is ready for independent living. After all, they are
the ones who will build the future Nadym. [ ]

sntinued from page 22

‘First, farm work pays much more than work
- a shop. Besides, Lyra is a specialist and a
»0d organizer, and has been a team head for a
7@ time. All this affects her salary, which is
:Ich higher than Albert's. Secondly, Lyra has to
4 away from the house more often than her hus-
ind, so she relies on him to do numerous
"usehold chores.

“After Lyra had been working on the farm for
few years, she felt the lack of a specialty. In
‘ose days she had to look after her first child,
at that didn’t interfere with her becoming a
srrespondence student of an agricultural col-
ge. Albert assisted her in every possible
ay.

. Lyra had to find time for her studies and twice
' year went to Vologda, where the college was
tuated, to take exams. Albert stayed at home
‘d looked after their daughter, then after two
-aughters and, finally, after three of them. Lyra’s

e @
heecolz

mother helped him a lot. That continued for five
years, and at last his student wife got her diploma
and became a livestock expert.

Lyra’s inquisitiveness was not exhausted. She
suddenly became a passionate traveler. Albert
accompanied her on her trips to Moscow, Lenin-
grad and the Black Sea coast, and then gave up.
“The Pechora woods suit me all right. You get
your wanderlust from your ancestors.” That was
his joke about his wife’s background. She is a
Komi, and her grandparents were nomadic herds-
people. So Lyra toured half the country and even
went abroad.

The day | was there, Lyra left work on the state
farm twice to see how things were at home.
She was full of energy and managed to discuss
and do a lot of things during those short visits. It
was obvious that she was very active by nature
and had a completely different rhythm of life than
her sensible and slower-paced husband. You

cl

could see that many people besides Albert had
noticed this characteristic.

Several years ago the state farm workers
elected Lyra a member of the Soviet of People’s
Deputies. Later on they nominated her a deputy
to the Supreme Soviet of the Komi Autonomous
Republic. For four years she was a member of
the Trade Commission, and her husband unex-
pectedly became her consultant.

People soon noticed that Lyra was as particu-
lar about her government duties as about any
other work she did. Her constituents voted for
her again in the next election to the Supreme
Soviet of the republic, and its deputies elected
her a member of the Presidium of the Supreme
Soviet of the Komi Autonomous Republic. So Lyra
has continued to travel, but now for official, not
personal, reasons. She has to attend the presid-
ium meetings and Supreme Soviet sessions in
Syktyvkar, the capital of the republic.

“My work on the farm, my duties as a deputy
and my housework consume time and energy,”
says Lyra. “Many people, especially women, ask
me how | manage to do it all. 1 tell them about
my husband, who is so supportive. Now our
daughters are old enough to help. All of them are
now engaged to be married.” [ ]
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n April 1956, a small nineteenth century mansion on Chekhov Street
in downtown Moscow became the editorial office of the magazine
USSR, now called SOVIET LIFE. The publication was to be printed in
English and was to be geared to American readers.

In October of that year, newsstands in New York, Washington and
:ago as well as other major American cities began to sell the first
e. At the same time Soyuzpechat, the Soviet newspaper and magazine
ributing agency, began selling America, the U.S. illustrated monthly,
wver the Soviet Union. Thus, in 1956, under an agreement reached
veen the governments of the Soviet Union and the United States, a
Il bridge of understanding was bu:lt between the peoples of the two
it powers.
he event was hailed by the Soviet public, which still had fresh memo-
of the joint struggle of the two nations against fascism and for the
verance of a number of European countries from the yoke of Hitlerism.

officers and men of the Soviet and American armies who met and

sraced one another at the Elbe River in April 1945 were still alive and
spering. And the interest in the USSR was certainly heightened in the
ted States at the time.

Opening on Chekhov Street

\Ithough a quarter-century has passed since the first issue of the Soviet
gazine came off the press, | can still recall clearly the first people who
ne to the mansion that had been put at our disposal by the Moscow
y Soviet for use as our editorial office.
here was a three-man staff at the beginning: Nikolai Zhiveinov, the
hor of a number of books recommended as study guides for Soviet
100ls of journalism; Mark Vistinetsky, a talented writer on foreign affairs,
o fought in World War 11; and me. Enver Mamedov, a man with experi-
ce in organizing and running editorial offices, was appointed editor in
lef a short time later.
We took to the phones from the very first hours of work in the new
ice, telling our future contributors—writers, journalists and illustrators
that we were in business.
Eur reputation grew, and people in other cities besides Moscow began
ring about our existence. For instance, the popular Soviet poet Vissa-
n Sayanov called us from Leningrad: “If you need a feature story about
f city for American readers, I’d be glad to shelve my verses for a while
d write it for you.”
We received a letter postmarked Alma-Ata, capital of Kazakhstan, from
p well-known Kazakh writer Gabit Musrepov, who was ready to write a
pry about his republic, where, at that time, the development of vast virgin
nds had started. (There is a stirring account of this project in Leonid
ezhnev's book The Virgin Lands published in 1978.)
From the point of view of time, the launching of our magazine was most
runate. It emerged after the Twentieth Congress of the Communist Party
the Soviet Union, which emphasized that the Soviet Union would con-
mle to promote Lenin’s bequest of the peaceful coexistence of states with
herent social systems, that it would steadfastly work to prevent an-
er war.
This naturally stemmed from our entire internal policy: The Soviet
ople were occupied with implementing a sweeping construction pro-
ram. Suffice it to say that during the 1950s thousands of farge-scale in-
bstrial enterprises were built and put into operation, and a housing
fogram got under way that provided up to two million new apartments

THE MAGAZINE
TAKES ITS

' I H s I s I E I s By Yakov Usherenko

annually. We editors of the magazine regarded it as our duty to tell
Americans about all that.

Americans Suggest Topics

Deciding which topics should be covered in the coming issues wasn’t
easy. On the one hand, we were supposed to keep abreast of what was
happening in the Soviet Union and select the most interesting items. On
the other hand, we had to consider the needs of our readers overseas
and their ideas about life in our country. We wanted them to know the
truth about our foreign and internal policies.

The magazine’s staff and its contributors—people who had been to the
United States—attended the meetings at which ideas for articles were
discussed. Among those who joined the magazine was Yuri Fantalov, who
is now the editor in chief of Novosti Press Agency Publishing House
(APN). He had graduated from the Bolshoi Theater School of Choreog-
raphy before switching to a career in journalism. As a member of our
staff, he visited the United States with the Bolshoi Ballet and later with
the Education in the USSR exhibition.

Tours of Soviet performers in the U.S. were usually organized by the
well-known impresario Sol Hurok. He visited our office on Chekhov Street
each time he came to Moscow. Sol was a fine connoisseur of the arts and
a true friend of the Soviet Union who favored extensive cultural relatlons
between the two great powers.

We also attached great importance to our mailbag. Letters began com-
ing as soon as the magazine hit the streets. American readers suggested
topics they wanted to see in our issues. For instance, at the end of 1956
we received a letter from two oilworkers in the U.S. asking us how the
USSR extracted oil from the bottom of the Caspian Sea.

Indeed, for the first time in the world, offshore deposits began to be
developed in the Neftyanyye Kamni (Oil Rocks) area close to Baku, Azer-
baijan, more than 30 years ago. Alexander Mokletsov took excellent pic-
tures there in stormy weather (the Caspian is turbulent 260 days of
the year). .
) Thursday Seminars at the Office

The talks weren't always held on Thursdays, but they came to be called
Thursday seminars in the annals of our publication. The initiator was Yuri
Fantalov, by then our editor in chief. Our permanent staff and free-lance
writers listened to Soviet leaders, scientists, writers and journalists who
had just come back from the United States. Their observations and pro-
posals were extremely valuable for our work on forthcoming issues. For
instance, | remember very well the seminar on education in the United
States given by Mikhail Prokofyev, the present USSR Minister of Educa-
tion. He said that Americans wanted to know more about the Soviet
Union’s educational system, colleges and campus life. We naturally took
this into consideration when we prepared a number of articles on the topic.

It is natural for the peoples of the Soviet Union and the United States
to be knowledgeable about each other’s political, economic and cultural
affairs. A lively and fruitful exchange of information and ideas allows for
a closer and a better understanding of each nation’s past and present
developments.

The 300 issues of SOVIET LIFE that have appeared over the past 25
years have, without a doubt, played a significant part in telling American
readers about the Soviet way of life, about the Soviet people and how they
work and strive for peace and friendship with all countries. |
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the leaders of the two countries would
positive results. This was a far from
Iision for us, but it was necessary and
e.

ntinued accumulation of nuclear weap-
their improvement increase the threat of
ictioned conflict and lower the nuclear
. The proliferation of nuclear weapons,
ixpansion of the *nuclear club,” also
Jig threat. Scientists have estimated that
nd of this century about a hundred na-
| be able to build an atomic bomb. Nu-
sflict in any part of the world could be

tain areas the arms race is approaching
woyond which it will be impossible to put
itive brakes by signing agreements on
al control. The striving of certain states
ary supremacy and their desire to upset
ary balance existing in the world are be-
ever more arrogant.
2 is lost, our descendants may not forgive
his. For its part, the Soviet Union con-
P come out in favor of promoting coopera-
h the U.S. in all areas. We are confident
acting jointly and by proceeding from a
desire to come to an agreement on the
a reasonable and realistic compromise
» as equality and equal security, our two
3s can find solutions to the most compli-
roblems.
ave always proceeded from the fact that
ition between the capitalist and socialist
3 will go on. There is no other way. But
i work with a view to transferring this
-ition to a track where it will not threaten
rangerous conflicts and an unrestrained
ace. In short, the historically inevitable
tition must proceed peacefully. The cause
‘ersal peace and the interests of all the
s and all the states will benefit greatly from

ibiseyev: Our dance ensemble was honored
ng chosen to launch Soviet-American cul-
elations in 1958. We were the first Soviet
tiners to tour the United States after the cul-
\greement was signed in 1956. We opened
i Metropolitan Opera House in New York
ind our performance was a great success.
imericans said they hadn’t seen anything
for a long time.

r we won the recognition and good will of
merican public, we never had to ask for
ing because people were eager to do every-
they could for us. American hospitality can-
& compared to that of any other Westem
1. Americans are the most hospitable of all.
‘with invitations, we were practically worn
rthe attention we received.

specially remember the Hollywood celebri-
tho came to see us when we appeared in
\ngeles. After the performance we walked
r bus through the corridor of movie stars
vere applauding. A man came up to me and
me a hug, saying we had given a wonderful
rmance. Later | asked Sol Hurok, our im-
rio, who that man was, and he told me it
farlon Brando.

en we were getting ready to go to the States
8 third time, | prepared a parody on rock 'n’
vhich was the craze then in the West. But |
wesitant to show it in the U.S. | decided to
the then U.S. Ambassador to the USSR,
flyn E. Thompson, Jr., to see the dance.
the performance | asked him if | should
it to America. “By all means,” he said. “I
e you, the number will be a tremendous
m.!l

'Ambassador was right. The number was a
it. | mention it only to stress an important
fe of the American character, | mean the
tity of Americans to laugh at themselves.

3 been to the U.S. nine times, but, of course,
Irst trip is unforgettable. It was a real holi-
for us Soviet artists and for thousands in

our American audience, too. The last time | was
in the U.S. was in 1976. That time | didn’t go as
the leader of our ensemble but as the director of
the Soviet festival on the occasion of the U.S.
bicentennial. Our group included the Pyatnitsky
Russian Folk Chorus, the Georgian ensemble
and several other artistic companies.

Americans are fine people, and we enjoyed
meeting with them very much. They appreciate
folk art; they are genial and objective.

We were scheduled to go to America in 1979
with a new repertoire, but our tour was canceled
suddenly. Instead, we went to Italy, where impre-
sario Sherry Gold, the person who inherited Sol
Hurok’s job, saw our program. Ater it was over,
he repeated sadly several times: “My God, my
God! And | cannot take this program to America!”

The first Tchaikovsky competition opened in
Moscow during our first tour of the United
States. Van Cliburn stole the show. We were in
New York at the time and saw how happy the
Americans were at his success: They literally
showered the pianist with flowers on his return
from Moscow. It was a real holiday of American
cuiture. It was our holiday, too, because we en-
joyed equal success in the U.S. Lovers of music
and art on both sides of the ocean rejoiced to-
gether with us.

It is a pity that those days are gone, but | am
sure cultural exchange will be revived in time.

Nikolai Fedorenko: The fourth round-table con-
ference of Soviet and American writers took place
at the University of Southern California (UCLA)
in Los Angeles last November. | lead off this way
because at that time relations between the Soviet
Union and the United States were so strained
that, objectively speaking, the conference might
not have been held.

Our writers’ dialogue was conducted in a
cordial and businesslike atmosphere. The univer-
sity did everything for us not to feel any pressure
whatsoever from the outside, and we really did
feel at ease.

| realized then that, in spite of the ups and
downs in Soviet-American relations, there are still
areas that can bring us together at one table, in
one hall, for a calm exchange of views. One such
area is literature.

Our literary contacts with the U.S. have never
been regular, whereas our round-table meetings
have become traditional since the first, which
was held at the Moscow Writers Club in 1977,

| believe that literature can play a highly con-
structive role. Books are our envoys, and, both in
the Soviet Union and the United States, they have
their own way of reaching the hearts of readers.
A person may accept or reject the world that
literature portrays, but, in any case, it is one way
to get to know and better understand others, and
one’s self, too. At any rate, books and personal
contacts of writers make it possible to clarify
ideas and to convey to one another a great deal
more than what we glean from the newspapers,
hear over the radio or see on television. They
help us understand the goals we seek.

The latest topic discussed at the Los Angeies
round table concerned the spiritual values of
humanity. We spoke of them and their fate in
present-day conditions. We noted that these
treasures, created by many generations, are de-
pendent on the international situation, on whether
there is war or peace. Countless values have
been lost in time of war; countless more have
been created in time of peace. We debated many
points with our American colleagues, but we
agreed on one thing, namely, that war, and all
the more so, a thermonuclear holocaust, was in-
admissible. The most sacred task for writers to-
day is to do everything in their power to prevent
a nuclear conflict.

At the conference we talked a good deal about
what writers could do to avert a nuclear war. In
his concluding statement Norman Cousins, who
cochaired the meeting, pointed out that we had
gotten together at the round table because we

can serve as a metaphorical reflection of our
identity. He said that statesmen, as distinguished
from writers, are limited by a whole number of
circumstances. Cousins hailed meetings of this
kind because we can do what the politicians are
unable to do, though we talk with each other in
the language of politics.

It is extremely important today that there be an
energetic dialogue between our countries. This is
in the interests of each of us. Under any circum-
stances we should continue to talk and not rest
on our oars. We must not forget that so many
nuclear devices have been created now that the
human race can be wiped out many times over.
We all know that a person can be killed only once.

We share one Earth and the responsibility for
it. Therefore, we must work together. We want
the rattle of sabers to be replaced once and
for all by the hum of construction, by the throb
of creativity. This is what the Soviet people are
interested in. That is why they have sweeping
plans for creative effort drawn up by the Twenty-
sixth Congress of the CPSU. We need peace and
international security to translate them into prac-
tice. We don’t want to see sums of money taken
away from construction in order to be used for
military purposes.

The question of peace cannot be separated
from culture. War and culture are incompatible.
Since 1956 we have always benefited from our
dialogue, exchange of cuitural values and live
contact between those who create them.

Vladimir Sushkov: International trade is impor-
tant for peace and good relations among na-
tions. The Soviet Union has always favored nor-
mal growing trade and economic relations with
the United States, relations based on long-term
and stable agreements rather than on one-time
deals. As early as in 1919 Viadimir 1. Lenin, the
founder of the Soviet state, pointed out the im-
portance of having economic cooperation with
the U.S. He told a Chicago Daily News corre-
spondent, “We are decidedly for an economic
understanding with America—with all countries
but especially with America.”

The general state of political relations between
the Soviet Union and the United States has a
notable effect on their business contacts. The re-
sult is that trade between the two countries can
be sporadic, and periods of blossoming trade
relations alternate with periods of their decline.

In the early 1970s détente had a good effect
on Soviet-American trade. From 1972 to 1974 So-
viet and American leaders discussed the state of
trade between their countries at top level. They
agreed to introduce special legislation, to develop
and improve trade cooperation and to organize
it more effectively.

As a result, Soviet-American business relations
became more active, and the trade turnover in-
creased from 161 million rubles in 1970 to 2.837
billion rubles in 1979. American exports to the
Soviet Union rose from 103 million rubles to 2.487
billion rubles. In recent years 65 to 75 per cent
of the American exports to the Soviet Union were
foodstuffs: grain, rice, lemons, dried fruit, hops,
almonds, and so on. Grain was delivered under a
five-year agreement. The U.S. export of machin-
ery and other equipment to the USSR reached a
peak of 621 million rubles in 1976 and then
dropped to 311 million rubles by 1980.

Increases in Soviet exports to the U.S., how-
ever, were not as dramatic (from 58 million rubles
in 1970 to 350 million in 1979) because the U.S.
did not grant the Soviet Union most-favored-na-
tion status, which is normal practice between
business partners. In 1979 the Soviet Union ex-
ported oil and oil products, ammonia and other
chemicals, precious metals, vodka, certain con-
sumer goods and raw materials, tractors, ma-
chine tools and electronic parts.

This structure was the result of the American
Trade Act passed in 1974, under which the Soviet
Union could not be granted most-favored-nation

Continued on page 56
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The celebrated Soviet
astronomer Alla
Masevich (right) has
been Olga’s mentor

for many years. Bottom:
Olga shares her son’s
enthusiasm for sports and
imes, and Boris shares his
mother’s interest in
physics and mathematics.

SR

Her father was happy. She was following in his footsteps.
But then one day when Olga was 14 and in the seventh
grade, she visited the Moscow Planetarium for the first time.
As the great Russian scientist and poet Mikhail Lomonosov
said, “The abyss of stars opened” before her eyes. Neither
argument (What about all of your training in art?) nor per-
suasion had any effect. She had made her choice. Astron-
omy would be her profession. She passed her entrance ex-
ams for the Astronomy Department at Moscow State Univer-
sity with flying colors.

Work

After graduation Olga started out as a senior lab assist-
ant at the Astronomical Council of the USSR Academy of
Sciences. Five years later she defended her thesis and was
recommended for the post of the council’s scientific secre-
tary. She held this seat until 1980, when the Astronomical
Data Center was founded at the USSR Academy of Sciences.

The center she now heads is a huge memory bank of in-
formation that gathers and processes everything known
about the stars: their coordinates, spectra, masses, colors,
chemical compositions, distances from the Sun, and so on.

“The need for such a center is quite apparent now that
astronomy has become an important part not only of science
but also of everyday technological life,” stressed Olga. “Be-
fore, specialists ranging from navigators and geodesists to
astronomers and cosmonauts were forced to thumb through

- thick reference books on astronomy, not one of which was

complete. Today computers rapidly sieve through their
memory banks and print out the required information on a
tape. Each memory cassette contains material from 60 ref-
erence books.”

“How large is your star farm?” | asked Olga.

“Don’t worry, I'll always have a job,” she answered in re-
ply, smiling. “There are 260,000 well-known stars alone.”

Of course Olga’s center has not had time to gather all the
existing information about the universe in its short period of

[ existence. Yet it has offered an immeasurable service to

scientists and has saved them plenty of time.

The management of such an important scientific center
demands not only administrative skill and ability to get
along with others, but also a command of astronomy. As
testimony to the latter, Olga participated in the creation of
the largest Soviet telescope to observe satellites, she is the
author of 45 research papers and holds a patent for a high-

% precision device used to observe artificial celestial bodies.

Since she wrote her thesis, her scientific interests have

7 lain in a sphere enchantingly called diffuse nebulae. Al-

though an astronomer’'s work cannot be conveniently ex-
pressed in the language of popular science, according to
Olga, her description presents an accurate picture of what a
diffuse nebula is.

“Nebulae are formed in groups, each of them consisting of
dozens and perhaps hundreds of interstellar clouds,” Olga
explained. “Then they scatter, and only some remain in
groups. These are the loose stellar clusters.”

Is this process slowing down or speeding up? How do
nebulae coming into being interact? Does their chemical
composition. differ? These are the questions that interest
Olga.

| asked her to tell me about the international side of her
work.

“Astronomy is by nature an international science,” she
explained. “You see, no matter how high the mountain where

your observatory is located and no matter how sensitive
your equipment is, you can’t observe the stars that can only
be seen from the other side of the globe. But if you pool ef-
forts and compare data, the results will unquestionably be
quite different. What’s more, it is often necessary to make
simultaneous observations of the same object from various
points on the Earth. All this requires that scientists from
around the world work together.

““At the moment we-are conducting research on magnetic
stars, supernovae and the Sun with French scientists. The
Astronomical Council coordinates its work with that of the
Paris Astrophysics Institute, observatories in Nice and the
Stellar Data Center in Strasbourg. The study of the Sun’s
pulsation is part of our program of cooperation with the
United States. A Soviet-American group has been formed to
study the influence of the activity of the Sun on the Earth’s
climate and weather.

“There’s another aspect of cooperation that 1 would like
to mention as well,” Olga continued. ‘““Because social and
ecological conditions vary from one country to another,
people react differently to one thing or another. Astron-
omers everywhere, however, know that the heavens are for
everyone and should be peaceful and tranquil.”

As a member of the International Astronomical Union,
Olga attends meetings, symposiums and conferences. She
has delivered lectures on astronomy in English in Bombay,
made reports in French at a scientific conference in Stras-
bourg and-headed the work of the Soviet space pavilion at
an exhibition in Mexico.

“How do your male colleagues treat you? After all, as-
tronomy is traditionally regarded as a man’s science.”

“They treat me very approvingly, | would say,” she re-
sponded.

Family

There are people who are interesting no matter what they
do. Olga is one of them. An enumeration of her hobbies and
interests is just as impressive as her résumé.

For starters, she makes many of her own clothes. She has
designed and made an exquisite summer evening dress, in-
cluding the lace.

She also draws animated cartoons and writes the scripts.
They're too good, in my opinion, to be shown only on the
family’s screen.

There are beautiful vases and a tile-covered fireplace in
her apartment and an earthenware fountain like the famous
Bakhchisaraisky Fountain in the Crimea on the balcony. The
walls of the balcony are decorated with large ceramic signs
of the Zodiac that she made herself.

Olga’s husband, Lev Dluzhnevsky, is also a scientist. He
specializes in thermodynamics. He’s a smart, athletic-looking
man. Her son Boris, 21, studies at the aircraft institute. He’s
a good student despite the fact that he is mad about jazz
and science fiction, especially Ray Bradbury.

The fourth member of the family is Bonifatsy, a poodie.
Bonifatsy is Olga’s dog and misses her greatly when she is
away, especially on Tuesdays—her day for riding. Back in
her student years Olga began to ride, and she still makes
time for it today. She specializes in show jumping.

“When do you find the time to do all this?” | couldn’t
help but ask again. “How is it possible to combine all
these things?”

“It's impossible theoretically,” she answered, “but when
you like what you do, it's possible.” u







The Second Moscow
Watch Factory is
being renovated

all the time. Nina
Tverdokhlebova, who
is head of the trade
nion’s Commission on
Women at the factory,
pays special attention
fo new equipment and
how it will affect the
jobs of the 7,500
women workers.

ORE THAN 7,500 of the 11,000 people at the Sec-
ond Moscow Watch Factory are women. The local
trade union ensures that they have good working
conditions as well as good living conditions and
plenty of recreation. The trade union works with
the administration, but sometimes the union finds itself at
odds with management.

The watch factory’'s trade union committee has 13 com-
missions that deal with labor protection, housing and educa-
tion among other problems. Twelve of the commissions are
your everyday groups, but the thirteenth one, the women’s
commission, stands alone. In a way, the women’s commis-
sion controls the work of the whole trade union committee
from the point of view of protecting the interests of working
women.

Just Like Hundreds of Others

The women’s commission is headed by Nina Tverdokh-
lebova, an economist and engineer. This is the third time
she has been elected to this post. Her re-election is ex-
plained not only by her personal qualities, her energy, her
ability to respond to another person’s problems and her
kindness, but also by the fact that Nina began her career as
a worker and, without skipping a step on the professional
ladder, has become a specialist with a diploma.

She came to the capital from the country and started out
as a stamper. In the evenings she went to school and
studied to become a technician. It was extremely difficult to
combine study and work, but, nevertheless, Nina graduated
from an institute: She became a designer technician and
then an engineer in an instrument shop.

At first Nina lived in the factory’s hostel until she married
a technology student. After the wedding they moved in with
his parents, and later they got a small apartment. In those
years there was a housing shortage. Today, however, the
Tverdokhlebovs live in a large apartment.

Like everyone else, Nina has done just about everything.
She would take her daughter to kindergarten in the morn-
ing, then shop for food, prepare meals and clean the house.
Of course, Nina was tired a lot of the time because she
didn’t know how to share her housekeeping chores with her
husband at first, though he did his best to help her. Gradu-
ally everything came together. They have some free time
now, which they spend with their daughter. They enjoy
hiking in the country, touring the city and taking trips in the
summer.

Nina’s life is just like that of hundreds of other women
workers at the factory, and this probably explains why the
women naturally gravitate toward her. She knows many
problems firsthand from her own experience. She under-
stands their worries and knows what needs to be done to
make their work and everyday life easier.

Work

“It seems as though the factory is under reconstruction all
the time,”” Nina remarked. “Literally hundreds of production
processes have been automated and mechanized, mainly
those that involve women.”

Women’s jobs have become much easier, particularly in
the assembly shops. Nadezhda Renard, who has been work-
ing as a detail assembly worker at the watch factory for
some 25 years, says, ‘It used to be that after half a shift the
women were simply exhausted. Each detail is minute. The
women got pains in their muscles, eyes and back. The work
has become much easier. | don’t think young assembly work-
ers even know what it is to be worn out.”

According to Nina, seven million rubles have been allo-
cated to improve the work of watchmakers in the last five
years alone. “Most of this money is included in the collec-
tive agreement. But there are unexpected expenses all the
time. Some new tools, we found, made a lot of noise, and
special soundproofing was necessary to absorb it. Addi-
tional air conditioners are required as a result of some
technological changes. Of course it’s not possible to foresee
all of this. And then the factory’s trade union committee and
members of the women’s commission go to the manage-
ment. Sometimes they get what they want, sometimes they

have to bargain and negotiate. But more often than not, the
management doesn’t begrudge the money when the workers’
health is involved. So this is probably the simplest problem
for the commission.”

| asked her to describe more complicated problems. Nina
said that they usually concern relations among people.
For example, an assembly worker named Irina Kobysheva
was supposed to take annual leave in August,and her relief
was to go on vacation in July. But Irina’s husband unexpect-
edly got his leave earlier and, on top of that, received two
vouchers to a sanatorium in the south.

“Irina came to me in tears. The forewoman wouldn't let
her take off a month earlier. So | went to the forewoman.
‘How will we get the work out if both take leave at the same
time?’ she asked me. ‘What can | do?’ So then | went to the
team leader and had a heart-to-heart talk with both women.
The result was that we came to the conclusion that Irina
could take her vacation while the other workers would do
her work in turns for a month.”

Study

Should you visit the factory between January and May,
more likely than not you'll hear someone talking about
grades, tests and exams. Of the 7,500 women at the plant,
712 are students at schools and institutes. If you compare
this number to the number of young women at the factory
under 30, you’ll find that every second one is a student.
Those who come to the factory after eight years of schooling
usually go on to night schools and institutes. Today 10-
year education is compulsory in the Soviet Union. That is
why public organizations, including trade unions, take spe-
cial care of the students attending these schools. The edu-
cation committee of the factory is in constant contact
with the school. 1t is the first to know if a student is skip-
ping classes or falling behind in a subject. Qualified spe-
cialists—engineers, economists or journalists on the fac-
tory paper—are always ready to help. But if a young woman
simply misses classes because she is lazy, she needs a
special talking to, and Nina Tverdokhlebova is just the per-
son for such talks.

“l combined work and school for more than 10 years my-
self, and | know how difficult it is,” she said. “It's easy to
understand that it's more interesting for a young girl to go
out dancing in the evening than to go to school. Or take a
young wife and mother. She has so much work to do at
home that it's extremely difficult for her to find time to study.
On the other hand, there’s no professional growth without
education. Few young women think about what they will be
in a few years. However, it is our duty to see to it. Other-
wise, inadequate education would hinder the careers of our
women.”

But the atmosphere at a work collective where studying is
the norm influences everyone more than any talks. Even the
history of the factory helps to create this atmosphere. Nu-
merous engineers, forewomen and shop superintendents
went to night school and correspondence courses while
working at the factory. For example, two of Nina's best
friends, Nadezhda Khaibulina and Valentina Gorlova, came
from the country to work at the factory with her. The three
of them started out as workers and studied in the evenings.
Now all three are specialists with diplomas. Nadezhda is an
economist, and Valentina is a quality-control forewoman.

The administration has an interest in raising the qualifica-
tions of its workers. Last year 250 women were promoted to
higher grades, and 360 mastered a second and for some a
third trade. On the whole, forewomen and shop superin-
tendents observe work laws and do their best to help women
workers combine work and duty. But sometimes the opposite
is the case.

Before graduation from college, Nadezhda D. had to write
a thesis and was absent from the factory for four months,
something that is allowed by law. After defending her thesis,
she requested annual leave. Her forewoman turned her
down on the grounds that the team had been working for the
girl for four months and so she would have to take her
vacation in the winter.

“It was a tough situation,” Nina recalled. ‘It was vacation

time, and everyone was impatient for Nadezhda to return. »
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Trials, the likes of which
history has never known,
ended in Nuremberg

ﬁ
35 years ago this month, M

as the first time that an international military tribunal indicted and tried criminals who had made a state a tool in their crimes. The crimi-
. were Adolf Hitler’'s associates. The state was nazi Germany. Arkadi Poltorak, a former secretary for the Soviet delegation at Nuremberg,
te a book about the trials called The Nuremberg Epilogue. This is a digest of the concluding chapters, which describe the retribution.

STOBER 1, 1946. At 1450 hours the interna-
tional Military Tribunal opened its last
on,

o situation in the courtroom had changed
dcally.

e floodlights, which had been switched on
‘time to time to enable cameramen to work
e courtroom, had been removed (no photo-
hs were allowed during the last session).
the biuish light of the neon lamps fell
owlessly on the walls and the faces of the
ecutors, defense counsels, members of the
inal Secretariat and the numerous guests.

ie dock was empty. In the courtroom it was
uiet as in an operating room. Now and then

sbody coughed, and it sounded like a battle-

unexpectedly firing a broadside.

the morning session the judges had read
general part of the sentence. Now everybody
ed for the Tribunal to pass its sentence on
1 of the defendants separately. All eyes were
I on two doors—the one through which the
jes would enter and the -door through which

defendants would be led singly into the court--

n.

1@ Judges entered. At a slight nod from Lord
ice Geoffrey Lawrence,; the British member,
-presided, everyone took their seats.

he last, sentence-containing part of the judg-
t was to be read. by the President himseif.
! a habitual movement he adjusted his
ises, and in that instant, as though without
ig touched by anybody’s hand, the door be-
I the dock slid open. Out of the dark cavity the
iliar figure of Hermann Goering, the No. 2 man
itler's Reich, stepped into the lighted court-
m. On either side of him was a soldier.

ioering swept an anxious glance over the
iely quiet courtroom, at the Prosecutors and

ped at the Judges. He was pale, his face had "

#n more pinched than before. The month
ntin waiting for the sentence had not passed
ainl The bravado, which he had endeavored
reserve throughout the trial, had vanished. He

i given earphones, although his knowledge.of.

lish was adequate to enable him to under-
1gd the few words of the sentence: death. by
ging.

fter hearing It, he cast a vindictive look at the
Iges and the courtroom. There was a world of
red In his eyes. Silently he removed the ear-
nes, turned and walked out of the courtroom.
) door closed behind him, only to open again
1 few seconds.

!udolf Hess appeared. He had been the Fiih-
's deputy in the nazi party. He did not take the
Phones proffered to him. Even at this solemn

moment he looked a mountebank. The President
read the sentence: life imprisonment.

Once more the door closed and opened again.
This time Joachim von Ribbentrop, the diplomat
of aggression, walked through it. His face was
ashen. His eyes were laden with fear and were
half-closed. | was astonished to see him carrying
a briefcase. He did not need it any longer.

“Death by hanging,” Lawrence read.

Ribbentrop’s legs sagged. An effort was re-
quired by him to turn and walk back into the dark-
ness of the corridor.

Field Marshal Wilhelm Keitel was led into the
courtroom. He walked with his back straight. His
face was inscrutable.

“Death by hanging,” said the voice in the ear-
phones.

Then Hans Frank, the former governor of oc-
cupied  Poland, came through the door. The ex-
pression on the face of this butcher, who had
promised to “make mincemeat out of all Poles,”
begged for pity. He even stretched out his hands
as though that gesture could change the signed
sentence: death by hanging.

Julius Streicher, the “ideologist” of anti-Semi-
tism, rather ran into the courtroom. Standing with
his legs apart and his head stretched forward,
this killer and seducer of the minds of thousands
upon thousands of Germans gave the impression
of a man expecting a blow. And he received it,
hearing the same few words that Frank heard.

Streicher was followed by Fritz Saukel, the
chief slave trader of the nazi Reich. He got his
due: death.

Then came Walter Funk, the former Minister of
Economics. He remembered well the gold teeth
wrenched out of the mouths of the Oswiecim vic-
tims and kept in the safes of the Reichsbank, and
he therefore did not expect any other sentence
save death. But unexpectedly he heard the words:
“life imprisonment.” 1t seemed as though he were
sobbing and making-a hopeless attempt to bow
to the Judges.

The door behind the dock opened and closed
eighteen times. | glanced at my watch. its silver
hands showed that it was 1540 hours. The trial
had ended.

The corridors of the Palace of Justice were
filled with a swelling hubbub. This was the multi-
lingual crowd of journalists rushing to the tele-
graph office and the telephones. Overtaking one
another and nearly knocking each other over,
they hurried to report the resuits of the almost
12-month-long work of the International Military
Tribunal to their newspapers and agencies:
twelve of the defendants—Hermann Goering,
Joachim von Ribbentrop, Wilhelm Keitel, Alfred

Rosenberg, Ernst Kaltenbrunner, Wilhelm Frick,
Hans Frank, Julius Streicher, Fritz Saukel, Alfred
Jodl, Arthur Seyss-lnquart and, in absentia, Mar-

tin Bormann—were sentenced to death by hang-.

ing; three—Rudolf Hess, Walter Funk and Erich
Raeder—were sentenced to imprisonment for
life; two—Baldur von Schirach and Albert
Speer—to twenty years’ imprisonment; Konstantin
von Neurath to fifteen years, and Karl Doenitz to
ten years. Three—Hjalmar Schacht, Franz von
Papen and Hans Fritzsche—were acquitted by a
majority vote of the Judges.

Meanwhile, Dr. Gilbert, the prison psychiatrist,
attentively observed the conduct of the sentenced
men, and the results of these observations were
given in his diary.

As soon as Goering was escorted back to his
cell, he threw himself on the cot. It seemed that
he had only this minute realized the horror of the
words: ‘“‘Death by hanging.”

When Dr. Gilbert walked into Keitel’s: cell, the
latter turned. and exclaimed with a voice filled
with horror:

“Death—by hanging! . . .
thought | would be spared.”

Why? What grounds had Field Marshal Wilhelm
Keitel for believing he would be spared? Had he
not signed scores of directives ordering murders
on a massive scale? Had he not recommended
using “all means without restriction” against even
women and children, “if only these means facili-
tate success”? In the margin of a report from one
of his subordinates about the brutal extermination
of Soviet people he had written with his own
hand: “We are dealing here with the destruction
of an ideology and, therefore, | approve such
measures and ! sanction them.”

And this man expected mercy from the Tribunal
of Nations!

On October 9 and 10, 1946, the Control Council
for Germany examined and denied the petitions
from the condemned men for a pardon. Every-
thing was now in the hands of U.S. Master Ser-
geant John C. Woods, who had been assigned to
carry out the sentence.

In the early hours of October 16, 1946, the exe-
cution was witnessed by representatives of each
of the Four Powers. The press was represented
by only eight newsmen—two each from the USSR,
the USA, Britain and France. Nobody was allowed
to take photographs.

The bodies were taken to a crematorium in
Munich and the ashes were scattered. Rudolf
Hess, Walter Funk, Karl Doenitz, Erich Raeder,
Baldur von Schirach, Albert Speer and Konstantin
von Neurath were taken to the Allied prison at
Spandau to serve their sentences. [ ]

That, at least, |
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The Soviet Constitution is
the only constitution in

the world that guarantees the
right to housing.

Gennadi Pisarevsky
IET LIFE Commentator

HE SOVIET CONSTITUTION is designed to bar all attempts to ex-
ploit the freedom of speech and other political freedoms to the
| detriment of the community. In particular, Soviet law prohibits prop-
il aganda on war, racism, national prejudice, antihumane and anti-
socialist views. Be it good or bad, that is how it is. The reader can
ge the merits and demerits of socialist democracy for himself. 1t's my
sonal feeling that at the present level of arms buildup, war propaganda
vhich is, in point of fact, propaganda for annihilation—must be banned
All countries.
the most important achievement of socialist democracy has been the
wision of economic conditions to ensure the exercise of the social
ats of the individual: the right to work, rest and recreation, health care,
1cation, old-age and disability allowances. These rights are being con-
ntly expanded and their substance renewed as public wealth grows.
s is something that can best be seen by looking at the history of the
't to housing.
Jdousing was begun to be distributed free after the 1917 October Revolu-
A in Russia. Rental costs have remained unchanged since 1928. Rent
ounts to no more than three per cent of a worker's family budget. Utility
ges—central heating, electricity, gas, hot and cold water—are also very
v and have not been raised since 1948. On the other hand, real incomes
ve been growing all the time. It stands to reason that, with prices so
ible, rent and utilities are not a financial problem for any family.
dome rentals have always been regarded as a social service in our
untry, never a commercial enterprise. We have made a fairly long and
stained effort to provide every family with housing complete with all the
ienities. We could have officially proclaimed the right to housing and
ve had-it written into the Constitution a long time ago. But in earlier
¥s that would have been nothing but rhetoric. Not until every family had
lome or apartment was the right to housing.included in the Constitution.
atwas in 1977,
The right to housing is guaranteed in substance by: .
The construction of over two million apartments a year (71 per cent of
- housing is federally financed; 4 per cent is built by collective farms; 7
I cent by cooperative organizations; and 18 per cent by individual home
liders, who get loans for this purpose at 0.5 per cent interest rate).
A fair and democratic procedure for the distribution of housing regard-
38 of family income or social standing.
The maintenance of an extremely low federally subsidized rent (two-
Tds of the expenses involved in home maintenance are covered by
deral subsidies and one-third by rent payments).
Let me point out right away .that not every family has housing facilities
8t have all the amenities and comforts. In urban areas, for example, 89
T cent of -all apartments and single-family units have running water; 87
Ir cent have sewerage facilities; 86 per cent have central heating; and
' Per cent. have gas hookups. All of these facilities will have to be
Ought up to 100 per cent, as you understand. it's not fair for a majority
"enjoy all the conveniences of modern life and for a minority to be under-
viced. Rural areas have even fewer services than urban ones. ‘Of
Wrse, country living has its own ‘rewards—orchards, gardens, flower
s, fivestock, But they don't compensate for the lack of comfort.

e —

HOUSING—A RIGHT
NOT A PRIVILEGE

We would have solved many of the problems still staring us in the face
a long time ago—housing among them—nhad it not been for World War Il.
What 1, like millions of my fellow countrypeople, want more than anything
is to know that there will never be ruin and destruction like it again on
this Earth. The village where | was born is cut right down the middle by a
deep ravine. During the war one side of the village was burned out as the
result of a German air raid. The other side, fortunately, was untouched.
For several years the people of the village lived huddled in dugouts.

We had to spend years rebuilding the war-ravaged cities (1,710 cities!)
and villages (70,000!). The aftermath of the war had to be undone twice.
First, makeshift housing had to be built to provide some sort of shelter for
the homeless. Then this was demolished so that modern apartment houses
could be put in its place.

Each year 10 million people move into better housing. Large families
and newlyweds are -given .preference in the distribution of housing.
There's a new-tradition in the making for many young couples to get the

:keys to their apartments or-houses on their wedding day. True, there are

still quite.a few young couples who live in rather crowded conditions. Un-
married mothers also get priority treatment for improved housing.
The draft bill on fundamental housing was published in May 1980, and

-discussed throughout the -country for 13 months. The USSR .Supreme

Soviet received more than 20,000 proposals, comments and amendments
that were all carefully studied and considered before the act was finally
ratified.

One factor that affects housing construction in our ‘country during the
eighties, and, indeed, everywhere else in the world, is the energy con-
servation ‘problem. Our architects, like their colleagues in the West, have
been carried away too much by their preference for glass, aluminum and
other materials without due regard for proper insulation. This has created
another problem for us. Home heating in the Soviet Union in 1980, for
instance, meant burning 1,033 kilograms of reference fuel for each person,
or an equivalent of 700 kilograms 'in terms of oil. That is fantastic waste

‘by the standards of the eighties. Nothing, not even our rigorous climate,

can justify it today. Our ancestors knew how to keep their homes warm
better than we do, and, in'many ways, they built them better. New residen-
tial districts, be they in.Paris, Tokyo or Moscow, are overstandardized. The
old ones somehow offer more comfort, warmth and individuality.

New apartments in our country are up to world standards, experts find,
and even superior to some, in -size for instance. But these are not the
standards-to go by, in-my conservative view. We must have our own na-
tional standards and take into account many factors like customs and tra-
ditions, modern requirements and climate. In short, architects have their
work cut out for them if. they are to meet the challenge. | must say,
though, that they are to be -congratulated on Zelenograd, a suburb of
Moscow, and Lasdinaj District of Vilnius, the capital of Lithuania.

Let me conclude by giving a few figures to show the rate, scale and
implications of the construction boom-in the Soviet Union. Close to 6,000
apartments are finished every day. The annual federal investment in home
building and maintenance is 21 billion rubles. (One ruble is roughly equiv-
alent to 1.40 U.S. dollars at the official rate of exchange.) The worth of
available housing is estimated at 350 billion rubles.

_/
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ascientific and technical projects in history. Once mastered, it will
wn unlimited source of energy for the entire world. The primary ma-
@& of thermonuclear fusion are ordinary sea water and lithium, avail-
*n the Earth in any amount required by the world’s power industry.
wium is easily obtained from water, and tritium from lithium. To put
ly, the fusion of their nuclei produces this unique source of energy.
ough the problems facing scientists are great, the development of
srmonuclear power industry is considered a realistic goal. According
wtr Neporozhny, USSR Minister of Power and Electrification, the first
aonuclear installations to produce electricity and heat will most prob-
tart operating during the nineties. Academician Yevgeni Velikhov,
resident of the USSR Academy of Sciences and head of the Soviet
wam for controlled thermonuclear fusion, also believes that the first
sonuclear electric power station will not start generating electricity
~ adustrial needs in less than 15 to 20 years. It is expected that such
<#ns will only be used on a larger scale in 30 to 40 years’ time.
-»yiet physicists have developed a very promising installation, the
wnak (widely believed to be a prototype of the future thermonuclear
&ic power station), which provides one basis for research being
cted in many countries, including the United States. Soviet scien-
Iso invented laser-controlled thermonuclear fusion. Since research
s field is extremely expensive and complicated from the technical
 of view, it is being conducted on an international scale. The idea
nitiated by Academician Igor Kurchatov, who was a prominent Soviet
cist and the first to report Soviet research in controlled thermonu-
fusion at the British Atomic Energy Research Establishment in Har-
in 1956. Before that, countries doing research in this field classified
#findings.

How Many Roles Does the Atom Play?

te generation of electricity by nuclear power plants is not the total
wion, however. Even if all electric power plants in the Soviet Union
t converted into nuclear plants, which is hardly possible, the con-
otion of traditional fossil fuels would be cut by only 20 per cent. The
of atomic energy to produce heat, and also in metallurgy, the chemi-
ndustry and for transportation, involves more than just the develop-
. of nuclear power plants.
- far as transport is concerned, the USSR already has several big
2ar-powered icebreakers. All the vessels have proved very reliable.
@ has not been a single case of radiation leakage. Nevertheless, the
ling of the new atomic icebreaker Rossiya, currently under way at the
ngrad Shipyards, will require even more rigid control over radiation
1Y because of the use.of new automatic tracking devices. Transport
#0 vessels will also be provided with nuclear engines. According to
«oli Alexandrov, President of the USSR Academy of Sciences, in the
10 to 15 years nuclear power may be extensively involved in the
suction of hydrogen to be used as fuel for aircraft and other means
hansportation.
Jt it is in the production of heat that nuclear power is expected to
1 the most important role. The Soviet Unjon consumes 50 per cent
g fuel to produce heat than to generate electricity. The USSR has
ieered the use of atomic power for the production of heat. In 1974 the
rinsk Combined Nuclear Electric-Power-and-Heat-Generating Plant,
. a capacity of 48,000 kilowatts, was put into operation in the arctic
2n of the Far East. Both the electricity and heat it produces are suc-
«#fully used for the area’s domestic needs and for the extraction of
. on the Chukchi Peninsula.
ven more important are nuclear heat-producing plants. The first ex-
mental station of this kind, with a 5,000-kilowatt capacity, was
‘into operation at the Research Institute of Nuclear Reactors in
{rovgrad in 1979. Two such stations with a capacity of one million
watts each are currently being built in Central Russia, near Gorky and
onezh. Each one will heat an area with a population of 300,000 to
1000. It is expected that by 1990 there will be nuclear heat-producing
pits in other parts of the country. When these are put into operation,
4Soviet Union will be able to save roughly a third of all oil produced in
scountry.
suclear heat will be cheaper than heat produced by burning fossil
iS. Nuclear power plants are also highly competitive compared with

Although the process was quite slow at
the beginning, this can hardly be attributed
to backwardness on the part of Soviet
technology. Nuclear power development
was slow because the Soviet Union,
having cheap and then easily available
ordinary fuel, opted for a balanced
approach in developing nuclear

power technology and decided first

to scrupulously study-the reliability

and safety of nuclear power, work

out all the necessary precautionary -

measures and consider the various
ways to dispose of nuclear waste.

plants operating on coal and mazut (low-grade oil). As the price of oil
continues to rise, nuclear power will become economically more attractive.

True, nuclear power is becoming more expensive, too, because of the
increasing cost of safety measures. The Soviet shielding devices with
three or four backup systems, closed-circuit water cycle and other such
precautions, account for nearly half the cost of a nuclear power station.
However, Soviet engineers will not skimp on safety measures. Profitability
estimates of Soviet nuclear power plants -take into account reliable safety
devices. To make operating them cheaper and more economical, Soviet
designers plan to use standard equipment and designs and more powerful
reactors. The development of nuclear engineering will be of decisive
importance in solving this problem.

Standardization of Equipment

The Soviet Union already has large nuclear engineering factories. The
Izhorsky Plant in Leningrad is one of them. Early this year, the first nu-
clear reactor was manufactured at the Atommash Plant in the city of
Volgodonsk in southern Russia. Said Pyotr Neporozhny: “We are very
optimistic about the future of this project. It will be the world’s biggest
nuclear engineering works when it reaches its designed capacity in 1990
of eight one-million-kilowatt reactors per annum. It will also be the only
enterprise to manufacture complete plants for nuclear power stations. At
present Atommash has a staff of 11,000 people, which will increase to
21,000 in the future. Four billion rubles has been allocated to build the
plant and housing for its workers in Volgodonsk.”

According to the management of Atommash, the control operations
account for one-sixth of the over-ali cost of the reactor. Control is ac-
quired throughout the entire technological chain by all existing methods,
including radiation, ultrasonic, magnetic, luminescent and vacuum. The
quality of the welding seams of the reactor’s body is checked by electro-
magnetic rays and X-rays beamed by powerful linear accelerators with a
capacity of 15 million electron volts.

The Soviet Union will soon start mass producing powerful earthquake-

proof reactors. In 1977 the Metsamor Nuclear Power Station in Soviet
Armenia withstood a major earthquake, while the Soviet-equipped nuclear
power plant at Kozlodui in Bulgaria survived an even larger earthquake.

Reliability

Nuclear power stations built with Soviet assistance and those provided
with Soviet-made equipment in some of the East European countries and
Finland have also proved very dependable. Finnish specialists believe
that the safety of Soviet equipment at the Lovisa-l1 nuclear station exceeds
the level of reliability of such stations in Western countries. The per-
formance of Lovisa-l has been so impressive that Soviet design and
equipment have been used to build Lovisa-II.

The Soviet Union’s prestige in building and operating nuclear power
stations is also enhanced by the fact that all nuclear power plants on
its own territory are equally reliable. According to Andranik Petrosyants,
Chairman of the USSR State Committee for Nuclear Power, for over a
quarter of a century, since the first such plant was put into operation
in the USSR, there has not been a single serious accident. Nor has there
been a single case of the personnel being exposed to dangerous quanti-
ties of radiation or of a radiation leak threatening the population. The
normal operation of a nuclear power station has never been interrupted,
and there has not been a single instance of environmental pollution.

For many years now the personnel at all Soviet nuclear power plants
and the inspectors of the USSR Ministry of Health have been enforcing
rigid controls at the stations themselves and in adjacent areas for dozens
of miles around. The annual dose of radiation to which workers at Soviet
plants are exposed is 10 times lower than the permitted health standards.
This is even less than the dose to which a patient is exposed during one
diagnostic X-ray. Radiation in the air, soil, plants, water and snow is also
checked. The findings are very impressive. The radiation at Soviet nuclear
power plants and in the area surrounding them has never increased be-
yond the natural level. This proves that Soviet experts are right in think-
ing that with adequate precautions, nuclear power plants can be one of
the world’s “cleanest” industries, especially compared with traditional
thermal power stations.
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: | : People’s Attitude Toward Nuclear Power

'\is only natural that the unfailing record of the Soviet nuclear power

istry largely determines the attitude of people toward nuclear power

ur country. A garden in the vicinity of a nuclear power plant, a beach
| 1 with thousands of people, or trout bred in a lake near a power plant,

"3 Lake Imandra near the Kola Station in the northern part of the coun-
; are all natural phenomena in the Soviet Union.

f course, the question of nuclear power reliability is not only a techni-

but also a very important social problem. How is safety related to

itability? Who controls the operation and the manufacture of the

, ipment? Where and how are personnel trained? The answers are of

_\mount importance in determining the safety of the nuclear power
stry.

1 the Soviet Union the designing and construction ot all plants are
~cted under a single authority and on the basis of a unified system.
~ control of the technical operation and maintenance of nuclear power

its are also centralized. In the USSR it is impossible for an operator
1e trained by a private organization or company, as in some Western

“ntries, where differences in the quality of instruction make it possibie
‘both skilled and inadequately trained operators to work at a nuclear

ver plant. In the USSR training is centralized and rigidly controlled,
/1 extremely high demands made on all trainees without exception. One

ning center is located at the Novovoronezh station. There are for-
.ners among those attending the course. At this training center special
‘wulators are used to reproduce all kinds of “unusual” power plant situa-
$1s. Similar centers are being set up in other parts of the Soviet Union.

1 Security
v
wecurity at nuclear power plants also demands maximum attention.
At does not mean the prevention of a “nuclear explosion,” which is
sually impossible. The poorly enriched fuel used at nuclear'reactors
Linot explode. What is primarily meant is preventing a radiation leak.
rgardless of how free of radiation the environment around Soviet nuclear
“ctors is, experts keep working to improve safety regulations. The
(viet Union is about to launch the mass production of domestically de-
“ned reactors in which, even if the water mains with radioactive water
plode or are damaged—the most serious possible crisis at a nuclear
.wer plant—the contamination of the environment will not exceed per-
#sible safety levels.
According to Fyodor Ovchinnikov, Deputy Minister of USSR Power and
fctrification, the probability of such an accident occurring is once in a
fllion years. But even if an accident were to happen, the emergency
“oling system in the radioactive zone of the reactor would be triggered.
“viet nuclear reactors are provided with three such systems, each func-
#ning independently. There are only two such systems at nuclear reac-
ﬁ's in some Western countries. If all three emergency systems prove
flective, the products of radioactive decay would be contained by a
tective layer enveloping the premises of the reactor. Newly designed
ctors will have an improved protective layer shaped like a huge
¥inder with a dome made of special reinforced concrete which can
intain any radioactive discharge and withstand a powerful earthquake,
e blow of a crashing aircraft or an object falling from space.
ESoviet nuclear reactors are also provided with uninterrupted feeding
ptallations. The computer that controls the operation of a nuclear reac-
&, including the emergency protection systems, is fed by an electric cir-
rlit. If the feeding process is interrupted, the installation assumes the
«2ctrical load to feed the protection devices. The reliability of nuclear
Aactors can be enhanced by coupling them with big hydroaccumuiating
ations. These help compensate for peak loads and thus ensure the sta-
n's uninterrupted operation.
~Finally, the design of steam generators is of utmost importance for
ater-cooled reactors. When asked if, for instance, an accident of the
'nd that occurred at Three Mile Island is possible at a Soviet station,
Ji Markov, deputy chief of the USSR Industrial Association Soyuzato-
energo, said: |
‘“Even if there were some trouble at a Soviet station, it would not
3 fraught with such dangerous consequences because Soviet-designed
'eam generators can carry a far greater load of boiler water. This

The radiation at Soviet
nuclear power plants and
in the area surrounding
them has never increased
beyond the natural level.
This proves that Soviet
experts are right in
thinking that with adequate
precautions, nuclear

power plants can be one of
the world's *““cleanest’
industries, especially
compared with traditional
thermal power stations.

allows much more time to divert heat from the reactor, provide for its
emergency cool-down and take additional effective measures to ensure
its safety.

“Of course, we also had troubles at our stations in the beginning.
However, there has never been any threat of radioactive contamination of
the environment, and the lives of personnel or the population in the
nearby settlements have never been endangered.”

Much of what has been said about safety fully applies to nuclear
heat-and-power-generating plants. According to Professor Victor Sido-
renko, division chief at the Kurchatov Institute of Nuclear Power in
Moscow and a leading Soviet expert in the field of nuclear heat supply,
the reactors at such stations are operated at lower parameters, espe-
cially lower temperatures and pressures. This makes the design much
simpler and the performance safer. Nevertheless, the reactors at nuclear
heat-and-power-generating plants are provided with a second protective
layer which makes radioactive contamination impossible, even in situa-
tions impossible to foresee.

Nuclear Waste

Nuclear waste is one of the most complicated problems facing nuclear
power. It naturally commands the unfailing attention of Soviet physi-
cists. True, the quantity of waste at nuclear reactors is insignificant
compared with traditional power plants, and only a small part remains
dangerous for a long time. But even this small quantity poses a grave
problem, especially since more and more nuclear plants are being built
in the USSR. Nevertheless, Soviet experts are convinced that those who
consider the problem unsolvable are wrong.

There are stiff regulations in the Soviet Union prohibiting the disposal
of nuclear wastes in the soil, seas, oceans and lakes. In this country,
water contaminated with radioactive substance is treated by every
known physical, chemical and mechanical method to help reduce radio-
active contamination to legally acceptable standards. The residue con-
taining radioactive elements is mixed with cement or bitumen and
skimmed into blocks which are buried in ferroconcrete graves.

The most serious problem is disposing of highly active nuclear waste
which is kept in special storage tanks with two-meter-thick concrete
walls. However, the tanks have to be changed every 25 years. Instead,
Soviet nuclear physicists are now beginning to use glass blocks, which
are insoluble in water. They are prepared by mixing nuclear waste with
various materials and subsequently baking them in kilns at high tempera-
tures.

Work is under way in the Soviet Union to start burying nuclear waste
in specially selected geological formations whose stability has been
tested by time. The degree of radioactive contamination of any nuclear
waste gradually diminishes until it ceases to be a danger to the environ-
ment. The burial places will be provided with protective devices and
reliable monitoring. Leading Soviet scientists believe that this method
is the safest and most radical one, ensuring a perpetual burying place
for nuclear waste. According to Anatoli Alexandrov, we will be able
to reduce the quantity of nuclear waste when thermonuclear power sta-
tions are in use instead of fission reactors.

It would be wrong to think that Soviet nuclear physicists are com-
placent about the problems created by the use of nuclear power. As
the industry develops, new measures are taken to.ensure the safety and
reliability of nuclear power plants. A research institute for the oper-
ation and maintenance of nuclear power plants has recently been set up
in the Soviet Union.

Researchers make various proposals to develop the most suitable
alternatives for the future growth of the Soviet nuclear power industry.
Some experts have proposed that the nuclear power generation, fuel
processing and the burying of nuclear waste be concentrated at big
complexes. This, they believe, will make transportation of nuclear fuel
and many other problems much simpler, while the area occupied by
nuclear power plants would be substantially reduced.

Despite various problems facing Soviet nuclear power engineering,
Soviet scientists are optimistic about its future development. They
have every reason to be so after having traveled the thorny path from
the first nuclear power station in Obninsk to unique water-cooled re-
actors and the Byeloyarsk breeder reactor. |






































































































- resolutely struggles against everything that might mar the fraternai
;e of the peoples of the Soviet Union. It is against any artificial
--ation of national identities or the cultural, linguistic and everyday
_ements of citizens. 1t wages an uncompromising struggle against
_inism or nationalism, against any nationalistic aberration.
aw words about the problems of perfecting society’s political sys-
The party directs its efforts, above all, to further intensifying and
ting the work of the Soviets of People’s Deputies. The Soviets are
" than 50,000 elected bodies, more than two million deputies and
.of millions of activists. There are almost a million Communists
"g the deputies. It is through them that the party guides these repre-
. live bodies of state authority without substituting for them and
“ut permitting any petty patronizing. It sees to it that the attention of
oviets to the local economies and services for the population does
facken and that they make an increasingly greater contribution to
‘ing the comprehensive character of economic and social develop-
ever more actively coordinating and controlling the work of the
‘~ies and organizations under their jurisdiction.
3 adoption of the 1977 Constitution marked a new stage in the
“opment of socialist democracy. Nowadays increasingly broader
“1s of our citizens take a direct part in the efficient administration of
and public affairs. The party forum has itself graphically demon-
»d socialist democracy in action. The most important precongress
‘'ment—the Central Committee’s Draft Guidelines for the Economic
Social Development of the USSR for 1981-1985 and the Period to
—was put forward for national discussion, and an optimum version
‘drawn up with due regard for the views of the participants in the
ission. Taking counsel with people on the most important issues of
2stic and foreign policy is the law of party life. That national discus-
was a vivid manifestation of this law.
-e range of affairs and concerns of the CPSU as the political leader
iciety has no boundaries. Everything that concerns the life, work and
.yday living conditions of the Soviet people is the direct concern of
>arty. Within the sphere of its activities is a concern for increasing
sountry’s spiritual potential, the development of socialist culture and
wrts. Of course, it does not dictate to the writer or artist what and how
r she should create. This kind of understanding of party leadership is
itive and vulgar. The essence of the matter is different: The party con-
s itself with how truthfully and deeply Soviet life is reflected in the
.and what ideals are advocated and upheld by artists.

At the Helm of State Foreign Policy

ne area that is a matter of the party’s daily and hourly concern is
ign policy. | can say from my own experience that there has never
n a meeting of the Politburo at which the fundamental issues of rela-
s between the USSR and foreign governments have not been dis-
sed.

he worid today is multifaceted, complex and contradictory, and events
. happen swiftly. in the course of these events it is important for the
y not to get sidetracked from a correct policy, not to lose its perspec-
. In spite of complexities, our party confidently pursues a policy of
ce.

he early eighties have been marked by a serious aggravation in the
rnational situation that threatens to eliminate much of what was
ieved in the seventies during the relaxation of tensions. The threat
var, which somewhat lessened in the middle of the past decade, has
wn again. It is understandable, therefore, with what riveted attention
world looked forward to the Twenty-sixth Congress of our party.

‘he prestige of the CPSU as the standard bearer of peace and détente
; immeasurably increased in the world since the Twenty-sixth Con-
'ss. Western political observers prophesied that discussions of the
gress would, in the final analysis, be reduced to sharp polemics be-
:en Moscow and Washington. But they miscalculated: Our party, our
ntral Committee clearly realized that mutual accusations do not con-
sute to cooperation and peace.

In behalf of the CPSU Leonid Brezhnev proposed a number of initia-
2s that considerably broaden and complement the Peace Program of
1 Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth Congresses. These initiatives cover a
Je range of the most acute and urgent problems pertaining to the
avention of war and the preservation of peace. They include initiatives
- widening the zones of confidence-building measures, proposals on
2 Persian Gulf and the situation concerning Afghanistan, an invitation
the United States for a dialogue on the limitation of strategic weapons
d their reduction. Then there are also proposals on imposing a mora-
fium on the deployment in Europe of new medium-range nuclear missile
sapons by the NATO member countries and the Soviet Union, on setting
» an authoritative international committee to show the possible conse-
1ences of nuclear war. Finally, there are proposals to convene a special
scurity Council session with the participation of the heads of state.
‘These proposals have been praised by people around the world. They
ave reaffirmed that the Soviet Union and its allies are now, more than
ver before, the main buttress of peace on Earth,

‘The implementation of the Soviet Peace Program is designed for more
ian one year. But, as a matter of fact, our program is already involved
1 important work. It has stimulated many governments to reassess their
tand on burning international issues. The program serves as an incen-

tive for invigorating the activity of broad democratic antiwar forces of
different political orientations. It gives people confidence that there is a
real way out of the present tense situation.

In inviting the leaders of the Western powers to a constructive dialogue
on the problems of curbing the arms race and disarmament, the preven-
tion of nuclear war and other urgent issues, the Soviet Union has not put
forward any preliminary conditions, has not made any ultimatums. it
expects the same attitude from its partners. We are ready to hold talks at
any level, including at the summit level, examine any proposals if, of
course, they do not prejudice our security. The Soviet leadership has
explained this stand many times.

The Communist Party and the Soviet state assign a central place in
their foreign policy activity to the USSR’s relations with the socialist coun-
tries. The life-giving force of friendship and cooperation on the basis of
Marxism-Leninism, socialist internationalism and mutual trust, which has
been strengthened in common trials, is a weighty factor at the present
stage in the development of the countries of the socialist community. The
congress stressed the pressing necessity and importance of studying and
utilizing the experience accumulated in the socialist states. This experi-
ence is the most valuable asset of all the socialist countries, a powerful
reserve for their successful development.

The practices of socialist construction show that, for the successful
resolution of creative tasks, it is necessary to enhance the party’s leading
role, to listen attentively to the voice of the masses and to develop social-
ist democracy actively. As for economic cooperation, the whole course of
the development of the socialist countries has put forward the task of
supplementing coordination of individual plans with coordination of their
economic policy as a whole.

The Report of the Central Committee of the CPSU to the Twenty-sixth
Congress gives a broad panorama of the Soviet Union’s cooperation with
countries that have liberated themselves from colonialist oppression. It
reaffirmed the CPSU’s unvarying policy directed at developing the USSR’s
cooperation with the liberated peoples, at strengthening the alliance of
world socialism and the national liberation movement.

The Party Headquarters

The organizational plenum of the newly elected Central Committee of
the party held on the closing day of the congress chose its Politburo.
There were no changes in its composition. This is evidence of the fact
that the party’s policy has received full support from the congress, from
Soviet Communists. This also indicates that a collective of experienced
leaders has taken shape in the party’s highest bodies and that it is suc-
cessfully resolving through joint effort the key issues of domestic and
foreign policy. The Politburo is truly the vigorous headquarters of our
multimillion communist organization. It is precisely here that collective
wisdom is accumulated and its policy, which meets the interests of all
society, is formed.

Many warm words were said at the congress about Leonid Brezhneyv,
our party's tested leader. The speakers pointed out his far-sightedness
and integrity, his profound knowledge of the life of the nation, his talent
as an organizer and his ability to see the cardinal problems of social
development and to direct the efforts of the party and the people toward
resolving these problems. They spoke about Leonid Brezhnev's services
as a consistent and staunch champion of peace and international détente
and the unity of the world communist movement.

Leonid Brezhnev's authority in our party and among the people of the
country was won by the way he lived his whole life—the life of a Commu-
nist-Leninist. In October 1981 it will be 50 years since Leonid Brezhnev
joined the party. Over these years he has gone through a remarkable
school. He was a worker and an engineer. During the war he was in
charge of political work in the army. Later he was the head of large party
collectives. Under his leadership were implemented such major programs
as the restoration of the economy in Zaporozhye and Dnepropetrovsk,
destroyed by the Nazis, the development of the virgin lands in Kazakh-
stan and the exploration of outer space. For 17 years now he has headed
the Central Committee of the CPSU. He combines the qualities of an out-
standing organizer with those of a theoretician. His report to the Twenty-
sixth Congress has become, as is generally admitted, a document which
has creatively developed the theory and practice of scientific communism
and has answered many of the questions that life has put to social
thought.

Leonid Brezhnev firmly represents our country’s interests in the world
arena. In the eyes of all honest people of the world his name and his work
symbolize the policy of peace and social progress, the policy initiated by
Lenin. )

The tasks put forward by the Twenty-sixth Congress are colossal. In
the Eleventh Five-Year Plan period the country is to make new eco-
nomic and cultural advances. We want to achieve an even higher standard
of living for the Soviet people. We must preserve peace and prevent war
at all costs. The CPSU has both the desire and the vigor to carry out the
mission placed before it. It knows that its strength is equal to the tasks set
it by history. The political. experience of the party, its wisdom and the
people’s full support for its policy guarantee that the plans of the Twenty-
sixth Congress will be carried out. [ ]
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Vladimir Aksyonov, 34,

who is interviewed

here, is an

engineer by training. He

has been involved in Young
Communist League work since
1971. He was elected chairman
of the USSR Committee of Youth
Organizations in January 1980.

z Jill you describe the Committee of Youth Organizations?
is a voluntary alliance of more than 40 public, professional, cultural
Inletic organizations. The most active of these is the Young Communist
:, which has 40 million members.
“¥hat are the tasks being tackled by Soviet youth groups?
f"fhe committee is made up of organizations with different profiles.
i'their goals differ. But |1 would say one of the main objectives of all
= ith organizations is to encourage young men and women to become
and use their rights and opportunities for the benefit of society. The
{ most important objective is to work for peace and cooperation
¥» young people throughout the world.
iow do you go about achieving these objectives?
~here are numerous organizations in our country that help draw giris
*ays into social activities at a rather early age. For schoolchildren be-
~'the ages of 7 and 9, there are the Octobrians. In this group they begin
- m about collectivism, comradeship and helping one another. At the
“ 10 schoolchildren can join the Young Pioneers. Various hobby groups
eet after school acquaint Young Pioneer members with trades and
sions.
. he age of 14 girls and boys are eligible to join the Young Communist
f.t e (Komsomol), which offers ample opportunities for social activities.
.-urse, desire alone will not get a youngster in. Only the most active
people are admitted to the Komsomol.
y Komsomol takes a direct part in the administration of state and social
I;, economic management and cultural affairs. In keeping with the
itution, it has the right to initiate legislation and propose candidates to
-1l and local bodies of government.
““Why is it that more people have joined the Komsomol in the last five
* than in the preceeding five years?
“Young people have an increasingly greater role to play in decision-
1g at all levels. In the Soviets of People’s Deputies, which are local
.‘ning bodies, an average of 32.4 per cent of all deputies are young
.~-le under 30, whereas in the Supreme Soviet, the highest governing body
22 country, the corresponding figure is 21.1. The trend is for more young
.le to get involved in government. Ten years ago the number of young
-t¢ies was half of the current figure.
- also interesting to note that during the nationwide discussion of the
z of the new Constitution four years ago, an overwhelming majority of
~le favored lowering the age requirement for a candidate to be elected

THE GOALS
OF SOVIET

YOUTH
ORGANIZATIONS

to the Supreme Soviets of the union and autonomous republics from 21 to
18 and to the USSR Supreme Soviet from 23 to 21.

Q: What forms do the international activities of Soviet young people take?

A: The largest organizations like the Komsomol and the Young Pioneers
have international friendship clubs. Members of these clubs read Soviet and
foreign publications and see films about life in other countries They also
exchange delegations with youth groups in various countries. This offers a
unique opportunity for young people to get to know each other. Last year,
for instance, Sputnik, an international tourism agency for young people, paid
host to 218,000 youngsters from various countries and sent 170,000 Soviet
young men and women to other countries.

Professional youth organizations, the youth groups of writers and artists
unions and public organizations stay in touch with their counterparts in
other countries.

We maintain contacts on a regular basis with 1,350 youth organizations
In more than 130 countries.

Furthermore, the committee represents Soviet young people in the World
Federation of Democratic Youth and the International Students Union and
cooperates directly with other public organizations in the Soviet Union.

Q: Would you say a few words about your committee’s contacts with
youth groups in the United States? ’

A: Cooperation between youth organizations in the USSR and the USA
is of special importance. Today, when the threat of nuclear war hovers
above us, cooperation, friendly relations and understanding between repre-
sentatives of our countries’ younger generations can make an effective
contribution to the consolidation of peace and détente and the expansion
of all-round contacts between our two countries.

The USSR Committee of Youth Organizations actively cooperates with a
number of organizations in the United States, including the American Council
of Young Political Leaders, the Young Workers Liberation League, the
Speech Communication Association, the National Student Association and
the Young Men’s Christian Association. Annual meetings of Soviet and
American young people sponsored jointly by our committee and the Forum
for U.S.-Soviet Dialog are one of the most interesting forms of cooperation
among our youth. The tenth meeting was held this summer in Lock Haven,
Pennsylvania. Like the previous forums, much was said and done, and many
Soviet and American delegates went away friends. But the most important
thing is that they again proved that, with mutual desire, young people
from both countries can discuss and solve the most complicated questions.

AN INVITATION FOR A DIALOGUE |
FROM THE USSR COMMITTEE
OF YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS

"\ fIOST PEOPLE would say that young people tend to dream. And they
“VI are correct. We do dream because the future lies ahead.
~ There are as many hopes as there are people. But will they come
~"ue? That depends upon each one of us and our resolve. But to an even
‘reater degree it depends upon whether the skies over our planet Earth
‘emain quiet. Peace is the only requirement for happiness, which is the
.ommon goal of everyone everywhere.
- We know this well. We haven’t forgotten the lessons of history. The
JSSR Committee of Youth Organizations was founded 40 years ago as
-In association of young antifascists. This happened while the Second
-Norld War was still going on. Incidentally, the battles against our common
#nemy—nazism—gave birth to contacts and mutual sympathies between
ihe young Soviet and American men in uniform. They fought side by side
igainst the “Brown plague” for a peaceful future. And they paid for it
:Nith their own blood.
¢ Soviet young people actively champion the cause of peace and détente.
“We do it in the hope that the better young people from different countries
96t to know and understand each other, the safer the world in which we
live will be.
" Young people from the Soviet Union and the United States have oppor-
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tunities to meet each other and exchange views during travel tours, as
well as at various meetings, symposiums and festivals.

We believe that this dialogue could be even broader. Why not also get
acquainted and exchange opinions by correspondence? Our committee
has prepared a questionnaire for young SOVIET LIFE readers.

The questionnaire will be circulated through Novosti Press Agency
(APN) channels to Soviet youth, too. Replies from both will be published
in SOVIET LIFE. We would like to invite young SOVIET LIFE readers to
answer our questionnaire and continue the dialogue. Please send your
responses to the Washington office of SOVIET LIFE, Questionnaire for
Young People, 1706 Eighteenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009.

Questionnaire for Young People

1. What did the seventies mean to you? What have they given you?
What do you remember about them most of all?

2. What do you expect from the eighties? What goals have you set
for yourself? How do you plan to accomplish them?

3. What events in Soviet-American relations during the seventies do
you regard as most significant? How would you like to see relations
between our countries in the eighties? ‘J
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the Sayano-Shushenskoye Hydroelectric Power Station, the Armenian
Nuclear Power Station, the Tomsk Chemical Works and thousands of other
enterprises.

Big gains have been scored in agricultural development. More stability
in the production of grain and other products has been achieved. The
farming community is increasingly active in introducing modern technology
on a widening scale, advancing more intensive farming techniques. Soviet
science has advanced to leading positions in major areas of knowledge
during these years. ’

Leonid Brezhnev has played a tremendous role in these achievements.
A thorough knowledge of industry, agriculture and of the processes of
scientific and technological development enables him to foresee national
economic and scientific problems and to find solutions to them. It is on
his initiative that the tapping of Western Siberia’s oil resources has been
undertaken. On his proposal the party has set a course toward large-scale
development of agro-industrial integration and toward the establishment
of modern industrialized agricultural production complexes. Planning
agencies are busy drawing up goal-oriented development programs for
key industries: power engineering, metallurgy, transport, machine building
and the food industries. This extensive and important work, which has
great potential in the future, has also been started on Brezhnev’s initiative.

Soviet Communists and the Soviet people in general know Leonid
Brezhnev not only as an outstanding organizer but also as a theoretician
who creatively develops the theory of Marxism-Leninism. He is the author
of many books that consider the major problems of socialist and com-
munist construction, the modern revolutionary process and the struggle
for peace and international security. Brezhnev’'s works present the motiva-
tion for the concept of developed socialism as a historical stage of society’s
advance toward communism and formulate and analyze new theoretical
inferences and propositions on questions which the course of life has
raised for social thought to answer.

For example, he has advanced an extremely important postulate about
the Soviet people as a new historical entity. “This means,” he said, “that
it is the common features of the behavior, character and outlook of the
Soviet people, which do not depend on social and national distinctions,
that are progressively assuming decisive significance in our country.”

In the Report of the Central Committee to the Twenty-fifth Congress,
Leonid Brezhnev formulated the CPSU’s economic strategy at the present
stage. “Just as any other strategy,” he said, “the party’s economic strategy
begins with the formulation of tasks, with the identification of fundamental,
long-term aims. The most important of these has been and remains a
steady rise of the people’s living standard and cultural level.”

Of course, this conclusion is not only one of immense scientific im-
portance. It has been the basis of the practical politics of the party and
the state. The Soviet people’s well-being and cultural standards are rising
all the time. Wages and salaries have gone up by 40 per cent during the
last 10 years. The pay rates for collective farmers have been rising even
faster. The public consumption funds have almost doubled. Housing con-
struction has proceeded on a broad scale. The Soviet Union has, indeed,
become a nation of housewarming parties. Over 50 million people have
moved into new homes and apartments during the past five years.

At the Twenty-sixth Congress Leonid Brezhnev postulated the idea that
the formation of a classless structure of our society would basically and
essentially take place within the historical limits of mature socialism. The
meaning of this finding is that it sets precise guidelines for social policy.
It is this finding that the social program of the Twenty-sixth Congress was
based upon. The idea behind it was to give a free rein to all the processes
that bring the classes and segments of our society closer together and
remove the distinctions between town and countryside, between manual
and mental labor.

A whole new stage in the development of socialist democracy and the
Soviet system of people’s government is also associated with the name
Leonid Brezhnev. It is under his guidance that the new Constitution—the
charter of developed socialism, marking the new historical frontiers in
Soviet society’s advance toward communism—had been drafted and
adopted in 1977. It provided the legislative confirmation of the realities
of social justice, the rights and freedoms of citizens which socialist
society alone can provide.

The Soviets—the most representative bodies of people’s government—
have attained a higher level of performance since Brezhnev took office as
President of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR in 1977.

The impact of the personality of Leonid Brezhnev on every aspect of
public life is determined by his great, genuinely Leninist commitment to
party principles. He looks at any matter from the standpoint of the party’s
cause and from the standpoint of the interests of the working people.
Brezhnev has a perfect command of the art of organizing the vast amount
of work being done by the Politburo, by the entire Central Committee and
by all Communists, and directing their efforts toward resolving the prob-
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lems the party has before it. Concern for the good of the people carries }f;l
with it everybody’s high sense of responsibility for one’s own performance, ...
for there is no other source of wealth, except work, in socialist society. ltis
in frank and exacting terms that at the Twenty-sixth Congress Brezhnev ..
referred to some negative occurrences in the economy, in national eco- :z'é
nomic management, in the social services and in party work, thereby‘z.:-
setting a good example of intolerance for shortcomings and com- .,
placency, and a model of unity between one’s words and deeds. .
Leonid Brezhnev can be credited with creating a climate of confidence ".
and respect for labor power in the party and the nation. This climate serves _';,
to bring out the best qualities in people and stimulates creative work, the
search for more reserves and daring enterprise. But the trust in labor
power has to be indispensably and unfailingly combined with a highly .
exacting attitude to it. Modern executives, Brezhnev points out, must
integrally combine their fidelity to party principles with profound com-:
petence, their discipline with initiative and a resourceful approach to the -
job in hand, and they must constantly take into account socioeconomic,
political and educational aspects, they must be considerate to people, !
sensitive to their needs and requirements, and must themselves be a ™
model at work and in the home. :
The leader of the party and the state is linked with the people by a
thousand threads. He travels throughout the land, visiting plants and fac-
tories, meeting with collective farmers, scientists, party workers and
people of various ethnic backgrounds. He has been to many areas of the ::
country. Among his most memorable visits have been those to Siberia and :*
the Far East. The dialogue of the General Secretary of the CPSU Central
Committee, President of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, with .
the country’s working people goes on from day to day. Soviet newspapers -
almost daily carry Brezhnev's letters to production groups having attained
outstanding goals. Correspondence for Leonid Brezhnev is received in an
endless stream. His Kremlin address is the most popular one in the nation.
None of the letters is left unheeded; all are properly acted upon. “l amin '
the habit,” Brezhnev says, “‘of systematically looking through not only the
official papers that reach the party’s Central Committee, but also the
letters from Communists and nonparty working people of our country, and -
these letters to the Central Committee are many.” :
Leonid Brezhnev has a lot of things to do, indeed, he has his hands full,
and it is simply amazing how he finds time to do all that he has to do, =
resolving the problems he has to resolve expeditiously, with a thorough |
knowledge of the subject he deals with and with great competence. :
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For Peace on Earlh

Leonid Brezhnev devotes much of his time and energy to international
relations. Under his leadership the Soviet Communist Party formulates the -
principles and strategy of its foreign policy and prepares major Soviet :-
positions in the international arena. Brezhnev visited many countries as
head of Soviet party and government delegations and participated in major :
world conferences. He put his signature under the Final Act adopted by --
the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe. At the Twenty- .
fourth and Twenty-fifth CPSU Congresses he proclaimed the Soviet Peace
Program. The implementation of that program resulted in a substantial .
improvement in the international climate in the 1970s. Détente was gaining -
ground, making the forces of cold war and confrontation give way to it. -.

Large sections of public opinion, all unbiased people in the world, re- .
gard Leonid Brezhnev as a consistent, staunch and active champion of .
peace. The peace initiatives formulated in the Kremlin meet the hopes -.
and aspirations of all humankind. Their sole objective is to maintain peace .
and avert war. Our country does not seek to achieve military superiority ..
over the West. It is exerting efforts to halt the arms race and arrange good- -
neighborly relations and cooperation with all states, irrespective of their ..
social and political system.

The Twenty-sixth Congress of the CPSU has shown once again that our .
party, its Politburo and Central Committee have no task more important .
than that of building communism and maintaining peace. Addressing the -
congress, Brezhnev presented a wide range of proposals aimed at main-
taining and further promoting international détente and curbing the arms
race. Specifically, he proposed extending confidence-building measures,
bringing about a political settlement of a number of crisis situations, in-
cluding the situation in the Middle and Near East, and resuming the
Soviet-American dialogue on strategic arms control.

These proposals now constitute the backbone of the Soviet foreign
policy today, and the Soviet Union is making big efforts to put them into
practice. In his speeches in Kiev, Tbilisi and other places, Brezhnev re-
affirmed that the door for negotiations was open for our Western partners.
The Soviet Union does not lay any preconditions or make any demands.

It will support any action serving the cause of peace.
At the session of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, held in Moscow
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lsst June, Leonid Brezhnev proposed adopting an appeal To the Parlia-
ments and Peoples of the World. “The very nature of up-to-date weapons
has become such that if they were used, the future of all humankind would
be at stake,” he said.

“There is only one way out,” Leonid Brezhnev went on. “One must now,
. todgy, do one’s utmost to bar the road to those who love unrestricted

|l parmement and military gambles. One must do the utmost to safeguard

" people’s right to life. No one can be an indifferent onlooker in this matter:

:| paffects each and all.”

-t The world enthusiastically responded to the following appeal of the

Supreme Soviet of the USSR:

Peace is the common possession of humankind, and in our time it is

also the paramount condition for humankind'’s existence. It is only through

'| joint efforts that peace can and must be maintained and reliably safe-
guarded.

Having fought on the fronts of World War |1 for four years and experi-
' enced all the hardships of that war, which claimed 20 million lives in the
USSR, Brezhnev loathes war with all his heart and has no greater cause
to cherish than peace.
This is what he wrote in the first part of his reminiscenses Malaya
Zemlya (Small Land):

Our victory was a great step forward in the history of mankind. It re-

. vealed the greatness of our socialist iand, it showed that our communist

‘ ideas were invincible and it yielded magnificent examples of selflessness

and heroism. Yes this is all true, but may there be peace, because peace

is what the Soviet people and honest people over the world need so very
much . . . . There must never be another war again.

Leonid Brezhnev and the CPSU as a whole attach great importance to
the further need to strengthen the socialist community and enhance the

i weight of its influence in international affairs. Brezhnev has traveled to

almost all socialist countries, to some of them several times. All of his
meetings with representatives of the fraternal countries and their friendly
and cordial talks on a wide range of probiems result in the adoption of
 joint decisions that are of great practical importance for the strengthening
. f friendship between the fraternal parties and peoples.
Leonid Brezhnev's meetings with the leaders of the fraternal parties in

- the Crimea have become a tradition. These meetings help the Communist

and Workers’ parties of the socialist countries further broaden their co-
, operation and adopt joint positions.

“Far be it from us, comrades, to paint the picture of the present-day
socialist world in exclusively radiant colors,” Leonid Brezhnev said at the
Twenty-sixth CPSU Congress. “Complications, too, occur in the develop-
ment of our countries.” But the problems that arise over the course of
cooperation are solved by the socialist countries by joint effort, and solu-
tions that take into account the interests of each country and the commu-
Nty as a whole are found. .

Our party and the General Secretary of its Central Committee are
making a constructive contribution to the activities of the Political Con-
sutative Committee (PCC) of the Warsaw Pact, which effectively safe-
guards peace and socialism. Brezhnev traditionally heads the Soviet
delegations at the sessions of the PCC.

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union never slackens its attention
b the development of economic cooperation between the member
countries of the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA). Brezh-
nev has made a great contribution to the drafting and implementation of
the Comprehensive Program for the Development of Socialist Economic
Integration and the long-term target program of cooperation which
opened up a new chapter in the development of economic cooperation
between the socialist countries.

Concern for raising economic cooperation to a higher level prompted
Brezhnev to advance a new proposition on supplementing coordination
°_f plans with coordination of economic policy as a whole at the Twenty-
sith Congress of the CPSU. Also being put on the order of the day, he
said, are such issues as aligning the structures of economic mechanisms,
further extending direct ties between ministries, amalgamations and
enterprises participating in cooperation and establishing joint firms.

In pursuance of Lenin’s ideas on the alliance of socialism and the
national liberation movement, the CPSU Central Committee, its Politburo
and Leonid Brezhnev, personally, follow a steady policy of expanding co-

- Operation with the newly-free countries.This line received the full approval
- ofthe Twenty-sixth Congress.

Leonid Brezhnev’s tireless efforts for peace have been duly appreciated.

- 1973 he was awarded the International Lenin Prize “For the Promotion

of Peace Among Nations,” and in 1975 the Frédéric Joliot-Curie Gold

::edal of Peace, the highest decoration given to champions of peace.
e said:

The foreign policy of the Soviet Union is the fruit of collective thinking
and effort of our Communist Party. | therefore regard the award of the
Lenin Prize to me as an honor conferred on the entire party for its work,
as international recognition that the policy pursued by its Central Com-
mittee is correct. And | am happy that, as a member of the party and as
one who has been reared and steeled by the party, | can participate in the
struggle for the great goals of a durable peace and lasting security of
nations—goals which working people everywhere are striving to achieve.

Leonid Brezhnev rightfully enjoys immense and well-earned prestige
among Communists in other countries, among all revolutionaries in the
world. His voice and that of the entire CPSU are heeded by the fraternal
parties. He is doing much to promote the unity of action of the Communist
parties. He led delegations of the CPSU at the international forum of Com-
munists in 1969 and at the Berlin meeting of the Communist and Workers’
parties of Europe in 1976. His analysis of problems of the world revolution-
ary process made in his reports at the Twenty-fourth, Twenty-fifth and
Twenty-sixth Congresses of the CPSU is helping the fraternal parties to
see their way better in the present-day international situation and has en-
riched the joint experience of struggle for socialism and against imperialism.

Of special importance is the further elaboration at the Twenty-fifth and
Twenty-sixth CPSU Congresses of Lenin’s teaching on the general laws
and specific national features of socialist revolution in different countries,
which has been a substantial contribution to the science dealing with
revolution and victory of socialism.

The CPSU, its Central Committee and Politburo, as well as Leonid
Brezhnev, are waging a consistent struggle against all forms of contem-
porary opportunism, both right wing and left wing, and against nationalism.
They work for the unity of the world communist movement on a well-tested
and reliable basis—the principles of Marxism-Leninism and of proletarian
internationalism.

Among his many duties Brezhnev’s post as Chairman of the Defense
Council of the country holds an important place. Not one major question
relating to increasing the defense capability of the Soviet state, the devel-
opment and improvement of the Soviet Army and Navy are solved without
Brezhnev's most active participation. In May 1976 he was made Marshal
of the Soviet Union in recognition of his outstanding services in defeating
fascism, enhancing the combat might of the Soviet Armed Forces and
strengthening world peace and the security of the peoples.

* - -

For his outstanding services during the war and in peacetime Leonid
Brezhnev has received high awards of the country. He is three times
Hero of the Soviet Union and a Hero of Socialist Labor. The Soviet leader
is a person who has been decorated with the highest distinction of merit
of the Soviet state—four Hero stars. A bronze bust has been erected in
his honor in Dneprodzerzhinsk, his native city.

Leonid Brezhnev is twice Hero of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic
and twice Hero of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria. He has been dec-
orated with high state awards by the German Democratic Republic, the
Republic of Cuba, the Mongolian People’s Republic, the Polish People’s
Republic and other countries.

In 1979 Leonid Brezhnev was given the Lenin Prize for literature and the
arts. The highest award for creative activities was conferred on him for
his books Malaya Zemlya (Small Land), Rebirth and The Virgin Lands.
That trilogy has become an event in Soviet literature, a true textbook of
life, which has been translated into many languages.

The life and work of Leonid Brezhnev—that of a worker and a party
organizer, of a political instructor in the battles of the Great Patriotic War,
of a party leader and statesman—are examples of dedicated service to
his socialist homeland, to the cause of world peace.

Once Leonid Brezhnev observed that there are two things that have
always been and will always be dear to his heart, have always been and
will always be his main concern, They are bread for his people and the se-
curity of his country.

At the Twenty-sixth Congress of the CPSU Leonid Brezhnev had words
of praise for the optimism of the Soviet people, who, he said, look to the
future with confidence. He said:

But their optimism is not the confidence of favorites of destiny. Our
people know ‘that everything they have has been created by their own
labor and protected by their own blood. Also, we are optimists because
we have faith in the power of labor, because we have faith in our country,
in our people. We are optimists because we have faith in our party and
know that the road it is indicating is the only sure one.

To these stirring words it should be added that the optimism of our peo-
ple is also based on the knowledge that it has such tested and experienc-
ed leaders, leaders of the Leninist school, as Leonid Brezhnev. n
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PRIVATE CARS OR
PUBLIC TRANSPORT......

LTHOUGH the Soviet Union puts out less cars

for private use than the United States, it ranks,
nevertheless, among the world's eight leading
automobile producers. More than one million
passenger cars, mainly compacts and subcom-
pacts, roll off Soviet assembly lines annually.

All vehicles have four-cylinder engines. The
Lada, which is made at the Togliatti Auto Plant
on the Volga River, largely resembles a Fiat.(The
plant itself was built under contract with Fiat.)
The Moskvich, a four-seater, is manufactured in
Moscow, The Zaporozhets, also a four-seater but
with a rear-mounted engine, is produced at a
small plant in the Ukraine, and the Volga, which
is similar to a medium-sized sedan and slightly
larger than the others, is made in Gorky.

The output of passenger cars in the USSR
keeps increasing each year, but it is still not
sufficient to meet demand. Besides, our priority is
given to developing public transport, for example,
subways, buses, trolley buses and streetcars, in
an effort to neutralize the negative consequences
of too many cars, which is currently a big head-
ache in the West.

We hope that in the long run the Soviet Union
will tackle the problem of how best to combine
the advantages of private cars and public trans-
port.

| am a Muscovite and have a Lada, but | mainly
use it for drives into the countryside. | prefer to
take public transport to work. This entails my tak-
ing a short bus ride to the subway station. From
there, |1 go straight to the office. | live 12 kilo-
meters away from my place of work, and the
whole trip takes only 30 minutes. | buy a monthly
discount ticket which is valid for all kinds of
transportation. | estimate that my travel expenses
to and from work are 30 per cent less than if |
drove my car.

The subway covers the greater part of my jour-
ney. The Moscow Metro carries about seven mil-
lion people a day. The total length of operating
lines, thus far, ranks it fourth in the world. The
point is that underground railroads appeared in
the West at the turn of this century, whereas the
Metro only went into operation in the mid-1930s.
The speed of its trains, however, is the fastest in

the world—an average of about 40 kilometers per
hour (up to 90 in some places) compared, for in-
stance, to 32 kilometers per hour in New York
City or Tokyo. Also there is no long waiting for
trains in Moscow: During rush hours, they run at
one-minute intervals.

Seven other cities in the USSR, including Lenin-
grad, Kiev and Tashkent, have subways. People
who have traveled on them agree that the subway
stations are spacious, clean and safe. There are
no robberies, assaults or other offenses.

The Moscow Metro continues to expand. For
instance, the long-term plans envisage the Mos-
cow lines totaling 450 kilometers, which will ex-
tend out to the most distant outskirts of the city
and even into the suburbs.

The network of trolley-bus lines is also grow-
ing at a fast pace. Taking into account that the
trolley bus is a quiet and clean type of public
transportation, | say it has great potential.

The “grandfather” of all city transport systems
—the streetcar—still holds a modest place. Not
so long ago it was predicted that it would dis-
appear completely, but the situation is changing
now. New models of noiseless, high-speed and
comfortable streetcars have been built in Riga
and other cities. The Soviet Union also imports
streetcars from Czechoslovakia. Experts claim
that this type of public transport will develop
mainly on the outskirts of cities, where building
subway lines is inexpedient for geological or
other reasons. '

There are also buses in all the large and small
cities of the USSR.

One large advantage of public transport is time.
For example, the majority of urbanites who use
public transport spend 40 minutes at the most
en route,

Another advantage is its low fares, which have
not changed in the Soviet Union since the 1930s.
For instance, it costs five kopecks (seven cents)
to ride on the Metro or the bus, four on a trolley
bus and three on a streetcar, no matter how far
one goes.

The development of public transport in our
country can be judged by the capital city. Moscow
comprises a circle, 40 kilometers in diameter. Its

population exceeds 8 million. The public tran
port system consists of 7,000 buses, more th:
2,000 trolley buses, more than 1,000 streetcar
115 subway stations and 16,500 taxis. Their da:
aggregate conveyance of passengers tops -
miilion.

However, as was recently pointed out by ti
magazine Literaturnaya Gazeta (this weekly co
stantly publishes lengthy discussions on all kinc
of problems), “the Soviet Union has joined ti
automobile powers of the world. Cars in our cou
try—their numbers are increasing all the time-
have become a widespread commodity for ever
day use.”

The price of gasoline has risen twice in tt
past four years, and it now costs 40 kopecks
liter. This may not be cheap, but it is less expe:
sive than in many other countries.

There are a number of economic factors th
attract people to owning private cars. First is tl
matter of parking. It does not cost a Soviet driv
a single kopeck to park on the street. To keep
car round-the-clock in a parking lot that has :
attendant on duty costs only six rubles (abo
nine dollars) a month. If parking lots and garag:
are unavailable, then the drivers can leave the
cars in front of their houses.

The second advantage is car insurance, whit
does not exceed 1.5 per cent of the automobile
cost. Insurance premiums are reduced by 10 p
cent if a person drives for two years without :
accident.

Soviet drivers do not have the additional ¢
pense of paying at toll bridges and on toll roat
either since they do not exist in the USSR.

There are still quite a few problems which ha
to be dealt with in order to improve car servic
For instance, large car-care centers have opene
in many cities, but their network must be e
panded. This is envisaged in the economic d
velopment plan for the next five years. Constru
tion of roads will also be increased, especially
Siberia and the Far East.

To put it in a nutshell, it is necessary to develt
private and public transport simultaneously, wit
out creating the problems that too many vehicl
can cause.

(

An important D
announcement
to our readers

effective January 1982,

The increases are modest, and we believe you will agree that even at the new,
slightly higher subscription price, SOVIET LIFE represents a remarkable value.

Please note, however, that all subscriptions entered prior to January 1, 1982, will
continue to be honored at the previous price for the full length of their term. (For
example: If your present subscription runs until July 1982, you will not be asked to
pay the new price until your subscription is renewed in August 1982.)

The new introductory subscription prices are as follows:

1 year @ $8.35 (only about 69¢ a copy—you SAVE $6.65 over newsstand

price!)

2 years @ $15.35 (only about 64¢ a copy—you SAVE $14.65 over news-

stand price!)

3 years @ $19.50 (only about 54¢ a copy—you SAVE $25.50 over news-

stand price!)

UE to steadily rising production costs over the past few years, we were forced to

raise the cover price of SOVIET LIFE to $1.25 per copy beginning with the June
1981 issue. We did so reluctantly since it has always been our wish to bring our read-
ers the finest magazine we can produce at the lowest possible price. For that reason
we did not immediately increase the subscription price and seriously hoped that it
would not be necessary to do so. Unfortunately, we must now increase that price, too,
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{y Gennadi Pisarevsky
* QVIET LIFE Commentator

-SOCIAL SPENDING in the USSR, which econ-
omists call “human investment,” has for
wis been rising faster than appropriations for
wduction as such. This trend has been gaining
wund, and during the Eleventh Five-Year Plan
#@nod (1981-1985), state outlays for the develop-
ent of educational facilities, health services,
%ial insurance and related areas will go up by
bper cent, with the total national economic in-
-wment rising by 12 to 15 per cent.

The growth of the Soviet economy, which has
#n developing without crises and has been on
-prise for decades, is due, above all, to its
-gial orientation. Soviet experience has. long
xe made it quite clear that the constant im-
oement of the people’s standard of living and
# conditions for their work, everyday life and
sreation is, at the same time, a humane and
kctive means of promoting the development of
€ community’s productive forces.

Todo as much as possible for all citizens has
#n a point of utmost concern during all stages
dhe construction of a new society in the USSR.
JAsincludes everyone, indeed, since the growth
-.everybody’s well-being is the only way to
-hieve the social justice for which the people of
# country fought the Socialist Revolution of
11.“As much as possible” meant quite a mod-
-Lsum until not so long ago. Today, however, it
asizable amount, although the USSR is not as
xlthy as the U.S. Taking into account the his-
rical background of the two countries, thé gap
Meen our two countries has been appreciably
mowed, but it is still there: The starting point
-fcountry advanced from to attain its present
rdard of development was quite low.

n 1981 Soviet party and government bodies
opted a series of concerted decisions to gov-
1the procedure and timing of measures to pro-
e more assistance in child care. As a result,
¥ 45 million Soviet families will have their
posable income increased again.

the increase is part of the wider-ranging social
gram which was drawn up and adopted by the
enty-sixth Congress of the CPSU. Let me recall
tthe real income per capita will rise by 16 to
per cent during the current five-year plan
lod. A top priority target is to advance what
'may call the *“‘children’s sector” of the Soviet
nomy. This implies an improvement in educa-
a facilities, extension of the network of pre-
%! child-care facilities, pediatric clinics, sta-
s, swimming pools, resorts, health-building
lities, and so on.

foviding goods and services for children is
most expensive sector of the Soviet economy.
tically all types of children’s goods in the
| R are sold at stable prices below production
| 1 with the difference being offset by state sub-
%. Mid-September 1981 saw the first change
wices in the USSR since the summer of 1979:
prices of some items were lowered, while
| s were increased. Yet there has been no
nge at all in the prices of children’s goods.
Se have remained unchanged for years.

he objective of keeping retail prices of goods

and services for children low and stable is to give
parents the opportunity to clothe and feed their
children well, so that no parent should not be
unable to afford a toy or item of sports equipment
(boys are particularly keen on hockey equipment,
which can run into quite a bit of money). The
USSR has many specialized schools—music,
sports, arts and crafts, vocational, etc. Tuition at
these schools is either free or costs very little,
depending on the parents’ income.

More than 14 million Soviet children attend
nurseries and kindergartens. The Eleventh Five-
Year Plan (1981-1985) provides for preschool in-
stitutions to be built that can accommodate at
least 2.5 million children. Parents have to pay only
20 per cent of the over-all cost of the upkeep at
nurseries and kindergartens. The remaining 80
per cent is covered by state appropriations. Par-
ents who have less than the average incomes are
exempt from having to pay for their children’s
care in preschool facilities.

In the USSR every effort is made to prevent the
parents’ income level from affecting their young-
sters’ receiving the best education and well-
balanced all-round development. The differences
between family incomes (in my country they are
not as large as they are in the West) does not
mean anything in terms of employment opportu-
nity, education, health care or improved housing.
Our concern is to let all Soviet citizens, of what-
ever social origin and with any size of parental
income, have the same opportunity to learn a
trade or profession or to get a university edu-
cation,

More benefits have recently been offered to
working women with children as well as to young
couples. Newlyweds enjoy preferential treatment
as far as cooperative or individual home building
is concerned. There has been an increase in al-
lowances for unmarried mothers and an exten-
sion (up to 14 days) of paid leave time allowed to
take care of a sick child.

Practically all women in the USSR want to
work, all the more so since there is an adequate
number of job vacancies for them. This creates
certain problems which arise first from their re-
sponsibility for bringing up their children. That is
why we have a fast-growing number of day-care
centers where children can stay during school
hours while their parents are at work. The chil-
dren eat their lunches there too. Many schools
also have extended day-care programs, where
children of working parents can do their home-
work, go in for sports activities, and so on. The
day-care centers and extended day-care pro-
grams at schools provide services for nearly 11
million children, which is about a quarter of the
total school enroliment.

Of course, mothers and fathers will always
have the primary responsibility for rearing their
children. But it is a duty and an obligation of the
community to help parents achieve their goal and
to give them a guarantee that their children will
get training and education. Soviet society is do-
ing its best for all children as they grow up and
strike out on their own to have equal opportu-

SOCIAL PROGRAMS
AND ECONOMIC GROWTH

nities without regard for their parents’' station
in life.

The public consumption funds have an impor-
tant and growing role to play in progressively
equalizing the standards of well-being and ensur-
ing the equal opportunities. SOVIET LIFE readers
know that these funds are made up of a large pro-
portion of the State Budget as well as funds raised
by factories and offices to defray the expenses for
training, health care, rest and recreation, social
security and other human needs. In 1981, for in-
stance, the public consumption funds total 121.5
billion rubles, whichis more than’seven times the
amount the state spends on defense.

Women who have raised five or more children
are granted extra pension benefits. These women
need to have no more than five years of service
on record to be eligible for state-funded pensions.
The retirement age in the USSR is one of the
world’s lowest: sixty for men and 55 for women.
People who work underground or at foundries,
textile, chemical or related enterprises that in-
volve difficult working conditions may retire at
age 45 or 50. Retirement and disability pensions
were raised again beginning November 1, 1981.
This will mean an increased income for 14 million
Soviet people, nearly one in every three pen-
sioners,

Wages and salaries are also rising at a stable
rate. A recent decision provides for considerable
pay increases for miners: More than 1.4 million
workers of the coal-mining industry are to have
their wages increased by up to 30 per cent. At
the same time the over-all price index went up by
a mere 2.9 points during the period 1971 to 1980.
That means that any increase in the family in-
come is always appreciable.

A general program of further improving the
people’s well-being has been drawn up for the
Eleventh Five-Year Plan period and for the rest
of the 1980s. “This program calls for improving
all aspects of the Soviet people’s life—consump-
tion and housing, cultural and recreational facil-
ities, working and living conditions,” said Leonid
Brezhnev at the Twenty-sixth Congress of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union. “The share
of the consumption fund in the national income is
to be increased in 1985 to 77.3 per cent. Let me
remind you that in 1980 it was 75.3 per cent,” he
stressed.

Altogether, taking into account the rate of
housing construction that is principaily financed
out of the State Budget as well as that of school
buildings, hospitals, sanatoriums, stadiums, and
so on, the current social spending will add up to
more than 80 per cent of the national income.

The session of the USSR Supreme Soviet
—the highest body of state authority—held in
November 1980 approved the government pro-
gram for national economic development under
the Eleventh Five-Year Plan and the 1982 Plan
and Budget. The resolutions of the session stated
that top priorities in economic expansion con-
tinued to be the social programs to raise the real
incomes of every Soviet family, every Soviet
person, [ ]






























il the villages. This was how the land reclama-
« . tion program in Kirghizia began.
~_ Farm investments in the republic grew with
.. each five-year plan. Funds were primarily allo-
f}'cated for irrigation.
" Today over a million hectares of arable land
~Vis under irrigation in the republic. Watering sta-
-+tons and other facilities have been set up on
million hectares of pasture land. Approxi-
- mately 30,000 main canals have been built. Some
- leatures of the irrigation system are unique engi-
-~ neering designs.
-y “Here,” Begaliev said, indicating with a pointer
--yaspot on the map where there are only snow-
-1, overed peaks, “‘sensors pick up data on atmos-
-yPheric precipitation and report it to the control
station. A computer then estimates how much of
-4 the water will be needed to replenish the reser-
=ivwir and how much of it can be set aside for
- imgation. And that isn’t all. In the field, buried
= inthe soil, another sensor determines how much
- water is needed for irrigation. An engineer over-
- sees the entire canal system from a distance of
--+# kilometers. We have many such science-fiction
stories, but even the boldest of dreamers could
- ¢ not think up anything like this.”
-1 The irrigation scheme of the thirties deter-
--mined the final transition of the nomads to a
- ssettled way of life. Today these people no longer
~iepend on the whims of nature: Irrigation helped
~hansform livestock breeding, a traditional farm
--4ndustry of the republic. For example, Kirghizia
as become one of the Soviet Union’s major fine-
~-teeced wool producers (41,000 metric tons in
.+%0). Also thanks to irrigation, cotton, sugar
.sbeet and industrial crop-growing has also been
_+mastered. Though droughts (six in the last 10
" years) somewhat cut into production figures, the
- systematic development of agriculture has not
_seen affected. :

The Power-Generating Tien Shan

After Soviet power was established in Kirghizia,
~the first question on the agenda was what kind
©f economy the republic should have, what in-
_fustries were to be given priority. Each union
_#epublic of the USSR, depending on its natural
resources, economic conditions and national tra-
ditions, specializes in the branches of industry
.that would be of the most benefit to the republic
~4nd the country as a whole.

" Therefore, the union republics, stressed Bega-
) liev, are interested in economic cooperation
iather than exhausting competition or the pump-
" ing of resources from one republic into another.
_’ With the elimination of the national oppression
- and inequality of prerevolutionary times and the
- 8normous  boost given to this once backward
*outlying region, Kirghizia has built up a modern
~-etonomy as part of the single economic complex
- of the country. The development of the republic’s
. &nergy resources is the best example of this.
¢ The hydroelectric power resources of moun-
Winous Kirghizia are estimated at 135 billion kilo-
*watt-hours, Twenty-three hydroelectric power
i Stations will be built on the Naryn River alone:
= Four of them are already in operation. But energy
- development began here with small plants. At

present, using the scientific and technical poten-
tial of the Soviet Union, Kirghizia is building mod-
ern hydroelectric power stations and water stor-
age reservoirs.

Begaliev had just returned from a trip to the
Kurpsai Hydroelectric Power Station project on
the Naryn.

“It is not only giant power stations, however,”
he said, “the Kirghiz have come to benefit from
the entire industrial process. The sons and
daughters of yesterday's nomads now work as
builders, engineers and managers of large busi-
nesses.”

He recounted the life story of Mamasaly Sabi-
rov, whom he knows well both as a builder and
a deputy to the Supreme Soviet of Kirghizia.

Mamasaly did not get on very well at school,
and his grades were not outstanding. He dropped
out after the eighth grade and went to Moscow
with a friend. They had heard that big and inter-
esting projects were being started there. But in
Moscow they learned that their long journey was
in vain, for the most interesting project—a hydro-
electric power station—was being launched in
their native mountains of Tien Shan. The two
friends came back and headed for the site of the
future Toktogul Hydroelectric Power Station. Be-
cause there was no road, the boys made their
way along trails to the surveyors camp.

Meanwhile, construction of the station had
been discontinued for some time for lack of
rock climbers. The surveyors told Mamasaly to
finish his studies first. But the boy did not want
to leave the construction site. When work on the
project resumed, he mastered an installation
worker’s trade, finished evening school and then
entered the part-time department of the Poly-
technic Institute that had opened at the builders
settlement. To top it all, he learned an entirely
new trade, that of an assemblyman-rock climber.
Today Mamasaly is in charge of a special group
of workers who work on the alpine slopes. He
has graduated from the institute and has the
title of Master of Sport of the USSR in moun-
taineering. He married and has two children, a
boy and a girl.

When the Toktogul Hydroelectric Power Sta-
tion, the first of the Lower Naryn string of power
plants, was put into operation, festivities marked
the occasion. Bards flocked to the site to sing
praises to the builders for their work. A song by
Aman Orazbekov was judged the best:

Ages ago, there lived in these parts

a handsome boy and a beautiful girl

who fell in love with each other,

despite the will of a wicked stepmother.

They made up their minds to flee from
her wrath.

They did run away,

but she sent an evil and perfidious river,

the Naryn,

in their pursuit.

The rapid stream divided the lovers

and, brokenhearted,

they turned into rocks.*

And now strong people have come here—

they are our sons.

*The station’s dam is built between two very similar
looking rocks, only one is slightly taller.

IN CHARGE
OF PLANNING

They have reunited the lovers forever.
And the tamed Naryn now sings endlessly
of them.

Today, in spite of the area’s geographical con-
ditions, even the most remote village has been
supplied with electricity, and power-consuming
industries are being developed. Part of the Tok-
togul’s generated energy goes to the Integrated
Power Grid of Central Asia and Kazakhstan. In
addition, the Kirghiz Republic has drawn up a
plan for using its coal deposits.

What's in the Future?

The Chairman of the Kirghiz State Planning
Committee recalled the words of Leonid Brezh-
nev, who said that now that we have basically
equalized the economic development of the re-
publics, we can approach economic problems
primarily from the viewpoint of the state as a
whole, in order to boost the efficiency of the
entire Soviet economy—of course, with the spe-
cific interests of the entire country and autono-
mous republics being taken into account.

Begaliev cited examples from the life of his
republic. In the thirties the Soviet Union badly
needed antimony. A metallurgical complex was
built in Kirghizia on the basis of its known re-
sources. The complex made it possible for the
country not only to meet its needs, but also make
it an exporter. In the future, too, Kirghizia will
retain its lead in the production of antimony and
mercury in the Soviet Union.

The republic is also developing other indus-
tries, especially those that demand large num-
bers of workers. The point is that in Kirghizia the
population is growing rapidly. Under other cir-
cumstances this situation could inevitably lead
to unemployment. Socialist planning, however,
enables the republic to solve its specific prob-
lems.

Under a long-term plan, a territorial industrial
complex comprising a considerable portion of
the republic’s area will be set up in Kirghizia.
The complex will be an advanced form of orga-
nizing productive forces territorially. It will help
speed up the growth in the resource-rich, but less
industrialized, areas of the country. The complex
will also make it possible to make fuller and
better use of local natural wealth and to develop
branch specialization.

The project’s backbone will be formed by four
hydroelectric power stations on the Sary-Dzhaz
River, each with a capacity of 1.7 million kilo-
watts. And a reservoir will be built at an altitude
of 2,800 meters above sea level. Diverting part
of the flow of the alpine rivers to Lake Issyk-Kul
will help stabilize the level of the lake. Lake
Issyk-Kul is shallowing naturally, and this new
project will help preserve it for future genera-
tions.

Large reserves of raw materials have been
found in the area of the future proiect. They con-
tain nonferrous metals, nonmetallic minerals—
granite, marble, and so on—primary chemicals
and subsoil fresh and thermal water.

“Our planning bodies will be able to cope
with the implementation of any program,” asserts
Sopubek Begaliev confidently. [ |
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[gaﬁon of cotton, rice and other crops grown

by the Central Asian republics and Kazakhstan.
Mountains Where Birds Can’t Fly

Because of the terrain of our mountainous re-
public, many electric power transmission lines
are unique engineering structures. Powerful py-
{ lons, sometimes up to 3,000 meters high, along the

steep slopes span mountain torrents. This *“elec-
‘| tic river” has brought light to all of the out-of-
r' the-way places in the mountainous region and has

Y enabled more than 95 per cent of the republic’'s
* population to receive television transmission. This
i" is remarkable since it has taken place in moun-
i mins with peaks so high that birds can't fly there,

' in a region where some 60 years ago the oil
u| lamp was considered a luxury.

} The geographic and climatic conditions of our
mountainous republic and the diversity of its nat-

=, ual zones largely determine its agriculture. The
+ republic grows grain, cotton, sugar beets, tobac-
co, vegetables, fruits and grapes. Grain produc-
v tion has more than tripled since the prerevolu-
tionary period, production of raw cotton has in-
creased by more than seven times and potatoes 14
times. In the past five years alone, the collective
- and state farms received about 15,000 tractors
and 12,000 trucks. Today all basic operations in
farming and livestock breeding are mechanized.

Sixty years ago a wooden plow was the only tool

of the Kirghiz farmer.

Kirghizia is one of the major livestock breed-
ing regions of the country. The republic places
third after the Russian Federation and Kazakh-
stan in the production of wool. There are more
than 10 million head of sheep and goats, which
enables the republic to produce large quantities
of meat and wool. Measures to put animal hus-
bandry on an industrial basis are being success-

t fully carried out in the republic. During the Tenth
‘ Five-Year Plan period (1976-1980), Kirghizia pro-
vided the state with more than 200,000 metric
tons of this golden fleece, which is enough to
produce over 250 million meters of pure woolen
fabric. More than 600,000 metric tons of mutton
- was afso sold to the state. Increasing the head
- of sheep to 12 million is a realistic task for the
republic in coming years.

Raising the living standards of the Soviet peo-

j ple—the topmost goal of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union’s social and economic pro-
gram—is being successfully carried out in Kirghi-
zia. Let us take, for instance, one of the farms in
the republic—the Lenin Collective Farm in Ala-
medin District. The collective farm’s assets in-
creased by five million rubles during the past five
years. The farm is growing at a rate of a million
rubles a year and now has its own youth center,
high school, kindergartens, nurseries, stadium,
gyms, hospital, and shopping and public services
facilities. The peasants’ life has changed notice-
ably. Electricity, gas, running water, television
sets, private motorcycles and cars are now com-
monplace here.
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A Land of Complete Literacy
|
- Soviet Kirghizia, a region in which there were
few literate people before the Revolution, has
become a land of complete literacy. In the repub-
lic today there are more than one million students
{nearly one-third of the entire population), more
f than 8,000 research workers, including 2,700
doctors and people with candidate of science
degrees. Kirghizia has. surpassed many countries
not only in Asia but also in Western Europe in its
rate of training specialists and its literacy levels.
The results of research conducted by the Kir-
ghiz Academy of Sciences, one of the largest
scientific establishments in the USSR, find broad
application and open new opportunities in the
study and all-round use of the republic’s rich
natural resources.
Important practical results have been obtained
during the republic’s attempts to solve the prob-

lems of automating production processes and
irrigation systems, designing mining machinery,
prospecting for and producing minerals and de-
veloping medical preparations to combat infec-
tious diseases in animals. A new method of pro-
ducing naturally alloyed iron powder developed
by research workers at the republic’'s Academy
of Sciences has a great future. In addition, Kir-
ghizia enjoys priority in the development of radio
relay communications lines in the Soviet Union.

Kirghiz scientists do a great deal of theoretical
and practical work in collaboration with their for-
eign colleagues. For example, Kirghiz and Ameri-
can scientists are working together to solve prob-
lems of automation and control of irrigation sys-
tems and to study seismicity in areas where large
reservoirs and electric power plants are being
built.

Maternal and Child Health Care

Today there are no areas of production or
social life where women do not reveal their tal-
ents and ability to work with inspiration. But not
so long ago—in prerevolutionary Kirghizia—the
Kirghiz woman had no rights whatsoever and was
doomed to a miserable existence.

The complete emancipation of women in Cen-
tral Asia is one of the most significant accom-
plishments of Soviet power. The constitutions of
all the Central Asian union republics and the
Constitution of the USSR have articles that en-
dorse equal rights for women and men and set
forth special measures to protect the work and
health of women.

Mothers and children enjoy special care. An
extended network of maternity homes and medi-

_cal facilities, women’s and children’s clinics,

Kindergartens and nurseries has been set up in
towns and ails (settlements). Over 100,000
mothers of large families in the republic receive
monthly allowances. After the Twenty-sixth Con-
gress of the CPSU, the party and the government
adopted a resolution providing for increased state
aid to large families in order to improve the posi-
tion of working mothers and create favorable
conditions for young families.

These provisions are particularly important for
the republic since the birth rate in Kirghizia is one
of the highest in the country: There are 12,600
mothers with 10 or more children in the republic.
They have received the honorary title of Mother-
Heroine.

Women account for 48 per cent of the labor
force. They work in various industries, agricul-
ture, education, science, the arts and health
services. In some branches, such as medicine
and secondary education, there are more women
than men.

Kirghiz women take an active part in scientific
research. More than 3,000 women, or 42 per cent
of the scientists, work at research institutes; 34
are doctors; and 726 hold candidate of science
degrees.

Women in the republic also take an active part
in managing the affairs of the state. Suffice it to
say that over 13,000 women were elected deputies
to the local Soviets—more than half of all the
deputies. Women are also widely represented in
the Supreme Soviet of the Kirghiz SSR, the high-
est body of authority in the republic. Out -of its
340 deputies, 119 are women. Women hold posi-
tions as ministers and academicians as well.

Manas

The prerevolutionary cultural heritage of the
Kirghiz people mainly consisted of oral folk art.
Manas, an epic 16 times longer than the /liad and
the Odyssey combined, and about 20 shorter
epics are prominent. While preserving its original-
ity, Kirghiz culture, which now flourishes, has be-
come an integral part of Soviet culture. The
Russian language, the principal language among
the peoples of our country, has played a favor-
able part in that. It showed us, the Kirghiz, the

way to knowledge, science, technology and world
culture, and united and consolidated the Kirghiz
people with all the fraternal peoples of our home-
land. The best works by Kirghiz in literature and
the arts are translated into Russian and then into
many languages of the world. The books by Chin-
ghiz Aitmatov have been translated into the lan-
guages of nearly all the peoples of the Soviet
Union in addition to 80 foreign languages.

Kirghiz Singer on the American Stage

Traditionally our republic participates in many
international functions. In the last few years alone,
the Kirghiz SSR took an active part at exhibitions
in France, Sweden and Denmark. The republic’s
enterprises displayed their products at interna-
tional fairs and exhibitions. Workers in science
and the arts represented Kirghizia at foreign
forums and symposiums, festivals and artistic
performances. A well-known Kirghiz singer, Peo-
ple's Artist of the USSR Bulat Minzhilkiyev, per-
formed to warm audiences along with other Soviet
artists in American theaters.

A significant event in the republic’s cultural
life occurred at the end of 1980—the final, the
sixth, volume of the Kirghiz Soviet Encyclopedia
was published. It is the first publication of its type
in the Kirghiz language and contains more than
30,000 entries.

Over the years of Soviet power the republic has
put out more than 25,000 books with a total print-
ing of nearly 200 million copies, including more
than 14,000 in the Kirghiz language with editions
of over 122 million. It must be mentioned that the
first Kirghiz-language newspaper, Erkin-too (Free
Mountains), was published in 1924 and marked
the beginning of the Kirghiz written language.
The first schools were opened at that time with
instructions given in the Kirghiz language. At
present, there are more than 900 of these schools
in the republic. Over 800 works by great writers
of the world have been translated into Kirghiz.
The Kirghiz people now read in their native lan-
guage works by Shakespeare, Hugo, Cervantes,
Goethe, Heine, Faulkner and Hemingway.

There was no ballet, opera, symphony or
graphic arts in Kirghizia before the Revolution.
Now these arts have been established and are on
a high level. Many works by Kirghiz composers,
artists and film makers are well known abroad.

Idea Which No Longer Exists

The Twenty-sixth CPSU Congress worked out
an extensive program for the economic and social
development of the country and all union repub-
lics as well as the further consolidation of their
fraternal relations. The plans of the Eleventh Five-
Year Plan period (1981-1985) provide for the
further growth of the economy and culture of
Soviet Kirghizia as well as other union republics.
Industrial output will increase by nearly a quarter
compared with the Tenth Five-Year Plan period.
Large industrial and agricultural enterprises will
be put into operation. Energy and nonferrous
metallurgy will develop at a high pace. Intensifi-
cation is the main trend for the current five-year
period. About six billion rubles will be allocated for
the development of the national economy. We have
no doubt that all the tasks will be fulfilled. The re-
public’'s party organization and all working people
of Soviet Kirghizia are striving for this, regarding
it as their principal goal.

The USSR is a united multinational state
formed as a resuit of the free self-determination
of nations and voluntary unification of Soviet
socialist republics enjoying equal rights. Leonid
Brezhnev correctly indicated that it was thanks
to the Leninist nationalities’ policy and intensive
work of all the Soviet people that there are no
backward ethnic outlying regions today—a con-
cept which was characteristic of old Russia.

The history and development of Soviet Kir-
ghizia, an equal among equal Soviet republics,
are convincing evidence of that. [
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LONG with Moscow, Tbilisi and Yerevan,
Ashkhabad, capital of Turkmenia, is a cen-
ter for solar energy research. A test site for solar
energy equipment has long been in operation
there. | visited the site five years ago. However,
finding a practical use for the Sun’s rays seemed
uch too remote at the time. Many problems
needed to be solved before efficient heliostats
uld come into being. Desalinization installations
t turn salt water into drinking water looked
iked ordinary hothouses, and it was strange to
me that prominent Soviet physicists were taking
part in their development.
Five years ago | saw buildings in Ashkhabad
with solar-powered ventilating and heating sys-
ems. The appearance of the city indicated that
the architects had taken into account the scorch-
ing hot Sun of the desert in their designs. These
structures “adorned” by pipes and cooling towers
cof thermoelectric power plants, however, were
only the first elements of helioarchitecture in the
city. Hardly any specialist could predict at the
_time when the Sun would become a serious rival
ito traditional energy sources—coal, oil and gas.
These past five years, however, have been a
lng enough period for quantity to turn into qual-
vity, and the idea that had hung in the air found
is practical expression. The construction of the
heliopolis has just begun in the foothills of Kopet-
Dag. A visit to the offices of the Moscow Institute
of Architecture will give us an idea of its future
rappearance.

Cradle or Heliocomplex

The institute is housed in two buildings in the
-center of Moscow. Both structures are good rep-
‘lesentations of the history of architecture. One
building was constructed in the eighteenth cen-
tiry by the famous architect Mikhail Kazakov, an
outstanding example of Russian classicism. The
other—a functional yet at the same time exquisite
stucture—is a monument to Russian constructiv-
ism of the first third of the twentieth century.

} |am standing in front of a model of the future
achitectural ensemble to which so far there is
no equal in world architecture. Professor Alexei
. Sakharov of the institute maintains that the search
for new ideas in organizing space is one, al-
-hough not the main, feature of the project.

* Sakharov is deputy head of the project which
‘ivolves a number of students and teachers from
ithe institute. The work is directed by its rector,
Yuri Sokolov, and is entitled *“Architecture of
Buildings and Complexes with Autonomous En-
"ergy Sources.”

Why did the project captivate the hearts of not
tonly young people but aiso of the whole institute,
twhich has the best Soviet architects on its staff?
- Sakharov says that it is impossible to answer this
Question without touching on a global problem
facing humankind.

“We tend to believe,” the architect says, “that
ol, gas and coal play a great part in the develop-
,ment of modern civilization. A search for new

Sources of raw materials, chiefly energy sources,
s currently under way throughout the world. Vast
areas in the north, east and southeast of the
Soviet Union are being developed, and the prob-
i lems resulting from fhe development are being
réncountered.”

For-example, there has emerged a need to

By Victor Rudenko
Drawing by Andrei Nekrasov

build a great number of small temporary settle-
ments for the trailblazers. An important question
arises: How do we supply them with energy? It is
too expensive to build thermal power plants. Nor-
mally these settlements are provided with boiler
installations that burn oil and small electric gen-
erators with internal combustion engines.

Experience has shown, however, that neither
arrangement is cost-efficient or reliable. For ex-
ample, great difficulties emerge with fuel deliver-
ies. The regions being developed are charac-
terized by extreme conditions: sharp weather
changes, hurricane-force winds, severe cold fac-
tors which complicate the transportation of fuel
even on good roads. At the same time, the areas
that are most promising from the viewpoint of
mineral resources are either on the tundra, where
the Sun does not set in summer months, or in the
desert,where the Sun’s rays are particularly hot.
Strong winds usually blow in both places.

The idea was born and developed to use these
energy sources, with the help of solar collectors
that absorb the Sun’s rays, and, in permanent
settlements, electric power plants and wind-driven
electric generators, Standard designs have al-
ready been prepared for settiements with autono-
mous energy for Tyumen oilworkers,

Old ldeas That Have Not Been Forgotten

Because of the inertia of thought that devel-
oped in the twentieth century, wind and solar
energy have been described as nontraditional
energy sources. However, it was with the help of
sailing ships that man explored the planet, i.e.,
Columbus reached America and Don Quixote
fought against the windmills.

It is interesting to note that even during the oil
boom of the 1920s and 1930s, when liquid fuel
was becoming the blood of industry and it seemed
that it would forever hold the dominant position
among its rivals, there were bold designs in the
Soviet Union of solar-powered electric power
plants. Also the first houses with solar heating
and autonomous energy supply systems were
built, and wind-driven installations of a million
kilowatts were designed.

Today interest in these projects is unusually
high. Designs which we regarded with surprise
and which impressed us by their originality (but
we did not take seriously) may now have broad
application not only for remote, small settlements
but also for urban construction. Paradoxically, we
owe the new discovery of the energy sources to
the search for traditional fuel resources.

“However,” Sakharov says, “only a large-scale,
all-round construction, subordinated to a single
system of solar and wind energy supply may test
the architectural merits of the new construction
project and elaborate new principles of esthetics.”
The heliopolis—a solar complex—will be just that.

Testing Ground for Research

“At first the complex will be an independent
settlement situated six kilometers from Ashkhabad.
It will later be incorporated into the city, becom-
ing a new housing development,” says Vsevolod
Kulish, a professor at the Moscow Institute of
Architecture. “Its energy supply system, however,
will remain self-contained.”

Unique in its architectural design, the complex

WHAT'S NEwW ABOUT
SOLAR CITIES?

will consist of three main sectors. An energy sec-
tion will have a solar-powered electric plant with
a capacity of 100 kilowatts, a hydroaccumulator of
the same capacity and a wind installation. A resi-
dential and recreational area will have housing
for 300 inhabitants and consist of a community
center with a movie theater, a swimming pool, a
cafeteria, shops and even a public bathhouse—
all powered by the Sun. An industrial district will
have a solar furnace with heliostats, numerous
stands and installations, which will be on a virtual
“solar plant.”

“The complex will be a research center, where
new ways of using solar energy will be investi-
gated,” says Kulish.

Houses will have indoor gardens. Their appear-
ance, despite the solar collectors on the rooftops,
will keep to Central Asian architectural tradition.

“By the way,” Kulish adds, ‘‘the study of typical
houses in Central Asia showed that the Sun has
played a great role in their heating since.time
immemorial. Over the centuries structures were
built that allowed for the minimum heat loss in
winter.”

The Future Starts Today

“Experimental one-family homes, boarding-
houses along the Black Sea coast in the Cau-
casus, settlements for Tyumen oilworkers, the
heliocomplex of the near future, and probably,
large settlements in the sunny southern republics
of the Soviet Union are the present stage of the
development of helioarchitecture,” says Alexei
Sakharov. *“Virtual cities with thousands of in-
habitants provided with autonomous energy-
supply systems will soon make their appearance.
It is fascinating to imagine the new changes in-
troduced by this process not only in the history of
architecture but also in the history of human-
kind.”

Mineral fuels largely determine the appearance
of our cities and the quality of the atmosphere
above them. The residents have fenced them-
selves off from nature with factory smokestacks.
Today we have learned more or less to combat
chemical pollution of the environment. The danger
we’re aware of has already ceased to be a danger.

Now we have let solar energy out of the bottle.
It has accumulated in the Earth’s crust for billions
of years by burning oil and coal. Sometimes we
do not realize what the jinn have in store. Heat
pollution already affects the climate over vast re-
gions of the Earth. In the future it will probably
be worthwhile to give up our dependence on com-
bustible materials and extract the energy from
the Sun instead. The construction of solar settle-
ments is the practical realization of these ideas.

“While the heliocomplex and settlements built
on a similar principle are a matter of today or
the near future, an ecologically pure city for sev-
eral million inhabitants so far exists only in the
imagination of the architects,” says Sakharov.
“There are many students, however, who, inter-
ested in settlements with autonomous energy
supply systems, are now thinking about that, too.
The inhabitants of the future ecopolises, which
are sure to be built in the future, will remember
with gratitude those who were wise enough to
think and dream not of space wars with the help
of laser swords but of the ways to return the en-
vironment to people.” [ ]
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\sska along the Pacific coast, from there to the
iwkchi Peninsula and then back to Moscow.
iwanevsky's crew was awarded high government
#corations for that passage.

stil, the North Pole attracted Levanevsky.
wnally, he received permission to make another
aempt.

Aﬂgr the triumphant flights by Valeri Chkalov
wd Mikhail Gromov (the latter broke the world-
gstance record), Levanevsky was to make the
l,ﬁrst commercial flight. He was to carry all kinds
'ufcargo and mail on board. His mission was to be
»omewhat of a rehearsal for the forthcoming in-
aguration of a passenger-freight service between
e USSR and the U.S.

The members of the crew were Sigizmund
|evanevsky, commander; Nikolai Kastanayev, co-
siot; Victor Levehenko, navigator; Nikolai Galkov-

, radio operator; Gregory Pobezhimov and
ikolai Godovikov, mechanics. Four of the men

been to the Arctic before. The newcomers
re Kastanayev and Galkovsky.

Articles about the forthcoming flight appeared
all Soviet newspapers on the morning of August
2 1937. The event was seen as a profoundly
ceful gesture and a sign of the determination
Soviet fliers to extend the potentialities open
humankind and technology and to negotiate
reat, yet unexplored, expanses for the benefit of
| people on Earth.

The four-engined N-209 aircraft, which was
ing readied for the transcontinental flight, had
cellent performance standards for its day: It
uid attain a speed of up to 280 kilometers per
ur,alifting capacity of 12 metric tons and an alti-
de of 6,000 meters. It had a range of 7,000
iometers. Because the aircraft’s range was not
ceptionally long, the plan was for the N-209 to
across the Pole, stop at Fairbanks, Alaska,
rihen fly on to New York.

The plane took off at 1815 hours so it would
tach Alaska in daylight the next day. The people
b Fairbanks were to assemble at the airfield to
jive the crew a warm welcome. Many of the local
abitants knew Levanevsky personally and were
ous to welcome him on American soil. The

In the meantime, Mattern is looking for you from
the American side, along the 148th meridian with a
Lockheed Electra. . . .

Ever since we lost track of you, you have been
heard (or believed to have been heard), but so in-
distinctly that none of the Soviet or American
stations can yet make it out. We are sending you
some radio equipment and storage batteries, which
Wilkins will drop.

We wish you, dear comrades and friends, good
cheer and the best of health, and we do not doubt
even for a moment that we will soon be welcoming
you on American or—which is even more probable
—on our own Soviet soil.

The warmest comradely greetings to you from
Konstantin Umansky, Chargé d’Affaires of the
USSR in the United States.

The letter, however, never reached those for
whom it was written.

The N-209 was to have reached the Pole, turned
toward Alaska and flown to Fairbanks along the
148th meridian. From the N-209's radio mes-
sages reporting its progress to the government
commission, the following is known: The fiight
had encountered adverse weather conditions, as
forecasters had predicted. And before it reached
Franz Josef Land, the plane had flown into a
cyclone, and there was another one, a larger one,
for it to fly through in the vicinity of the Pole. The
first radio messages that were received sounded
optimistic, but then one that came from the North
Pole read:

1340. We are flying over the Pole. It has been a
hard job to reach it. Overcast all the way from the
Barents Sea. Our altitude is 6,000 meters; the tem-
perature, minus 35 degrees centigrade. The wind-
shield of the cockpit is covered with hoarfrost.
There is a strong head wind. Report weather on the
other side of the Pole. Everything is OK.

Almost an hour later there was another mes-
sage which is believed to have been the N-209's
last. It read:

1432. Far right engine failed because of oil-line
malfunction. Altitude 4,600 meters. Overcast. Keep
waiting.

area. But what did the two zeros mean? There
could be no mistake about the text of the radio
message received because the same one had
been picked up in Seattle, One suggestion is that
00 denoted the time of the landing. If this is so,
then everything would fit in—the distance and the
time it took to fly into that area.

Vartanyan recalled that the search for the miss-
ing aircraft began in the U.S. on the foliowing
day. Three planes were rented to fly all along the
northern coast of Alaska. One had famous Ca-
nadian flier Joe Crosson, its pilot,and Mikhail Bel-
yakov, who had come from Moscow, aboard. The
second one was piloted by Robbins and Clyde
Armistead, the latter. had worked as a mechanic
with Levanevsky at the time of the Chelyuskin
rescue operation. The third plane was piloted by
M. Stuart, who had Soviet radio engineer Savva
Smirnov with him. All three planes had rather
short flying ranges and returned to Fairbanks
after inconclusive searches. The radio stations of
the U.S. Army and the Canadian signal corps and
all the stations of the Chiet Administration of the
Northern Sea Route kept listening to the N-209's
radio transmissions. The Governor of Alaska sent
news about the search for Levanevsky’s plane to
all the populated localities. Looking through the
archives, | came across an item in The Christian
Science Monitor of August 23, 1937, which quoted
an Associated Press dispatch from Seattle as
saying that the radio station at Anchorage had
intercepted a report from the plane at 1444 G.M.T.
{Greenwich Mean Time) on August 14. it read:

No bearing . .
band. ...

. having trouble with . . . wave

It appears that the crew, or some of them at
least, were alive after crash landing since an
emergency radio transmittor was sending mes-
sages for awhile.

Americans Help

Since the presumed site of the disaster was in

‘Americans played a large
part in the search

for the missing N-209.
Here the flying boat
Consolidated is being
readied for takeoff

at a New York airport.
Right: Soviet fliers

were always ready to
help their American
counterparts whenever

it was possible.

In 1933 Levanevsky
rescued American

flying ace Jimmie
Mattern, after he
crash-landed in

northern Siberia. - 4

fovernor of Alaska ordered a supply of fuel to
% laid aside for the Soviet plane.

'y The big, red-winged plane took off from Mos-
#ow in grand style, circled over the airfield and
feaded toward the North Pole. Not one of those
¥ho saw it off had any reason to suspect that it
would not be seen again.

: The Search Begins

|
+As | studied the documents concerning the
fight in the archives, | found a good deal of evi-
Jence that showed the scale of preparations
made for the flight, and the search operations for
Jinthe USSR and in the U.S. after it disappeared.

The Soviet Embassy in Washington sent a letter

!0 the Arctic on August 19, 1937. It read:

'Dear Comrades Levanevsky, Kastanayev, Lev-
chenko, Galkovsky, Pobezhimov and Godovikov:

This letter will be dropped to you by polar ex-
plorer Sir Hubert Wilkins; for whose expedition in
» search of your plane, we have acquired the flying
boat Consolidated.

— — I
T T S s | S o

It was established only quite recently that So-
viet radio stations had not picked up the full text
of the radio message, which had included the
following figures: 48 3400 92,

The text was picked up in Fairbanks and re-
layed to Moscow for Mikhail Belyakov, a well-
known Soviet meteorologist, to check. The figures
were interpreted as 48 meant proposing to land
in..., 92 meant Levanevsky and 3400 was the
incomprehensible figure in the radio message.

A typed copy of the message sent from Fairbanks
on a U.S. Army Signal Corps form was shown
to me by Artak Vartanyan, who was working for
the Amtorg Trading Corporation in the United
States at the time. He is presently the deputy
director of the Institute of Oriental Studies. Var-
tanyan found a map of meteorological codes in
his files, which he keeps in perfect condition.
After we closely examined it (the crew of the
N-209 had an exact copy of the map at their dis-
posal), we found that square 34 comprised the
Prince Patrick, Banks and Melville islands. The
N-209 could well have reached that particular

the North American Arctic, the Soviet Embassy in
the United States acquired a Consolidated flying
boat with the assistance of then president of the
Explorers Club of New York Milhjalmur Stefans-
son. Well-known polar explorer Sir Hubert Wilkins
was chosen to head a search team. Wilkins in-
vited experienced pilots Air Commodore Herbert
Hollok-Kenyon and Silas Alward Cheesman, radio
operator Raymond E. Booth and mechanic Gerald
D. Brown to join him. On August 22 their plane
took off from New York on its way to Alaska.

A party under Mikhail Shevelev flew to the Arc-
tic from Moscow on August 26, Another air squad-
ron equipped for searching in polar night condi-
tions set off with Boris Chukhnovsky in command
a month later.

Wilkins, having made five long flights into the
area presumed to be the site of the disaster and
covering more than 10,000 miles, had to fly out of
the Arctic in mid-September because the water
was beginning to freeze, and there was no place
for him to land. Wilkins and his crew said they
wanted to resume searching, but they would have

61

[z »

™

T












| SOVIET LIFE Magazine

Please send a year’s subscription to SOVIET LIFE
to each of the following and notify the recipients that

the gift is from me.

TO:

Name

$6

A

" Ciy.
Y

Ste. Zip

$4

S}*‘ »;:' 1" Zip

$4

$4

Address

City

State Zip

Name

$4

Addr

City

State 2p_

if you wish to give more gifts than there is room to list above, just
attach a sheet of paper with the additional names. Remember; all

gifts after the first are only $4!
IMPORTANT: Do not forget to fill in your name.

From:
Name__

Address -
City/

Zip——— —————

State___—

Enclosed is
my payment of

s

{ Please bill me













AGRICULTURE
AND HORTICULTURE

Communists: The Busy Days

of Yekaterina Chekazina .. 3(294):
Nadym, a Young City ...._... 8(299):
30 Years of Harvests to Her

Credit . .. ... 10(301) :

ANIMALS AND NATURE
Baikal Seals Welcome U.S.

Guests ... . 2(293):
Dolphin Show ... .. 5(296):
Collecting Venom, AC .. . 6(297) :
A New Law, AC .. ... _. 6(297):
Considering All Thmgs 7(298):
Kamchatka Is for Romantics T(298) :
What About a Labynkyr

“Nessie”? ___. - 8(299) :
Only the Rugged ‘Remain . 8(299) :
Petrified Forest, AC . 11(302) :
Pike Under Protectlon, ‘AC 11 (302) :
Understanding the Language

of Insects, AC . ...11(302) :
A Shepherd’s Famlly 12(303) :

ARCHEOLOGY
Soviet Georgia: Bridge

Between Continents ... 2(293)
Restoring the Ancient Clty s

Youth _ . 5(296)
Clothes Made Six Centuries

Ago, AC . . 6(297)
Restoring the Bibi- Khanum,

AC . e 6(297)
A Picture Gallery in an

Old Vault . ... 6(297)

ARCHITECTURE
Students Restore Kizhi .. ... 7(298)
Tallinn Awarded Europa

Prize for Preservation,

TC o 10(301)
Restoring the Cathedral of

the Assumption in

Vladimir . ~.10(301)
Olympic Vlllage, Michurin

Avenue, Moscow . ... ... 10(301)
Blue Stones of Khiva .. ... 11(302)

SOVIET LIFE

ILLUSTRATED MONTHLY

INDEX—Issue Nos. 1 (292)-12 (303)—January-December 1981

:56
144
124
:25
:25

124

141

:59

:45
:30

THE ARTIC AND ANTARCTICA

Journey to the Top of the

World ... ... . 7(298)
Only the Rugged Remain ... 8(299):
Nature Preserve or Another

Klondike ......... ... 8(299) :
Church Organ Is Readied

for a Long Trip, AC .. ... 11(302) :

LEONID I. BREZHNEYV

Socialism, Democracy and
Human Rights, Leonid

Brezhnev’s New Book ... 2(293):

Leonid Brezhnev: To

Safeguard Peace ... ... ... 3(294):

“Peace Has to Be Fought

For” oo 6(297)
:11

The Need to Preserve
Détente __ . . 7(298)
Leonid 1. Brezhnev: A Short

Biography ... .. ..12(303)

AC designates items in the “Around the Country” column.
Q designates items in the “Queries from Readers” column.
TC designates items in the “Things Cultural”’ column.

:12

1

CHESS
Soviet Chess Whiz in
Bay City ... . . 1(292):18
Chess Across the Ocean . . 6(297) :59
Paul Morphy’s Influence on
Russian Chess Players . _10(301) :42
CHILDREN
All Children Can Learn . .. . 1(292) :18
High Above the Harbor ... ... 2(293) :57
Children: An Unusual
Museum __ . 3(294) :44
The Cosmodrome in the
Heart of Moscow .. ... 4(295):18
Care of Children . ... 6((297):24
People to People: Two
Schools Get Together ... 7(298) :34
Children Show Their Island .. 8(299) :54
New Library in Kiev, AC ... 11(302) :29
Lyubov Yukina (toymaker),
TC oo 1(302) :41
Three Little Pigs (record),
...11(302) :41
A Theater That Is the One
and Only .. rre...12(303) :42
ECOLOGY
Man and Nature: Protecting
the Environment ... ... 3(294) :42
To Plant a Tree of One’s Own 5(296) :58
Notes on Ecology . .. ......... ... 6(297):17
A New Law, AC..._.__...___ .. 6(297) :26
Considering All Things .. . 7(298) :28
What About a Labynkyr
“Nessie”? .. 8(299) :47
Petrified Forest AC . 1 (302) :28
Coal from Yakutlya, AC 11(302) :28
Pike Under Protection, AC _11(302) :28
ECONOMY
A Soviet Program for the
Eighties ... - 1(292): 3
It All Began with GOELRO _ 1 (292): 4
The Power Industry:
Looking Forward ... . - 1(292): 8
The World Has Enough
Minerals ... . 1(292) :13
0il Shales as a Source of
Energy .. . . . 1(292) :13
Will the Ocean Help Us? .. 1(292) :14
The Energy Above Our
Heads, Beneath Our Feet .. 1(292) :15
Steps into the Future:
1976-1980 .. 2(293):14
The Soviet Union in the
1980s: Main Trends of the
Socioeconomic Program .. 2(293) :24
Housewarming in Moscow . 2(293) :45
The French Bank Has Good
Prospects Here _____. ... 2(293) :47
Trading Is Better Than
Feuding . e 2/(293) :48
No Women Allowed! . .. 2(293) :55
Leonid Brezhnev: To
Safeguard Peace ... 3(294): 2
New Vistas: The People’s
Well-Being Is the Primary
Concern __ ... 3(294) :16
At the Kremlin Palace of
Congresses _ ... 3(294) :18
Guarantees of People’s
Welfare ... oo 3(294) :20
Life Poses New Problems ___. 5(296) :12
The Collective Agreement ___ 5(296) :22

Soviet Power Industry:
- Working Out a Long—Term

Program _____. . 5(296) :31
Looking to the Future ... 6(297) :44
Natural Resources: Extract

More or Use Efficiently? __ 6(297) :56
The Guidelines as Young

People See Them ... 7(298) :10
Are Computers Program-

ming Our Lives? _____ .. 7(298) :35
New Frontiers ... .

Nadym, a Young City
Soviet Economy: Problems

of the Eighties ... ... 8(299) :25
The North: The Outlook for

Mineral Deposits ... 8(299) :60
The North: Nature Preserve

or Another Klondike? .. 8(299) :61
Economic Stability Guar-

antees Confidence in the

Future ... 9(300): 7
Housing—A Right, Not a

Privilege . ..10(301) :39
Olympic Vlllage, Michurin

Avenue, Moscow ... ...10(301) :45
Nuclear Power Stations:

Safety Guaranteed ... . 11(302): 2
Price Policy Is a Social

Policy ... .. 11(302) :56
Social Programs and

Economic Growth _.___.....12(303):17

EDUCATION
All Children Can Learn .. . __ 1(292) :18
Soviet Youth: The Fifth

Generation .. .. - 1(292) :25
The University Under the

Palms .. . .. 5(296) :32
Institute in Latvia, AC _______ 6(297) :25
Teacher and Academician ... 6(297) :56
A Profile of Moscow State

University ... ... 7(298) :18
The Challenge of the Plow ___. 7(298) :56
Come Back to Our

University! . . 8(299) :26
Children Show Their Island_. 8(299) :54
ABC Books (Chukehi,

Nenets and Eskimo) ... 8(299) :57
An Authority on Education _10(301) :16
University Contacts:

Fruitful Exchange . 11(302) :20
New Library in Kiev, AC . 11(302) :29
Library of the Future? AC _11(302) :29
Busy Summertime for

Students _ ... ... 11(302) :34

FINE ARTS AND
HANDICRAFTS
The Hermitage ... __ 2(293) :30
Eduard Kazaryan {(micro-

miniaturist), 7C ... ... 2(293) :38
Bobojo Mavlyanov (potter),

TC o (293) :39
High Above the Harbor ......_. 2(293) :57
These Lovely Rugs ... .. 2(293) :58
Children: An Unusual

Museum __ ... 3(294) :44
An Artist and His Space

Fantasies ... ... .. 4(295) :51
The Festival for Everybody .. 5(296) :28
Folk Fashions ... ... ... .. 5(296) :36
Thilisi in Ceramics ... . 5(296) :1V
Woodcarving in Penza, TC ... 6(297) :560
Cut Glass in Penza, TC ... 6(297) :51
Yekaterina Mediantseva

(folk artist), TC ... 6(297) :51

1

- m [

i R

™

Y






MUSIC How a Human Can Be SCIENCE
Siberia’s Music Capital .. 6(279) :25 wppuman o sof ~12(303) :24 Will the Ocean Help Us? .. 1(292) :14
Campﬁres, Guitars and Man!” € 12(303) :26 The Energy Above Our
Songs, AC .. 11(302) :29 : : Heads, Beneath Our Feet .. 1(292) :16
A Businesslike Woman . ...12(803) :30 ;
Church Organ Is Readied for . Baikal Seals Welcome U.S.
A A Shepherd’s Family . . 12(303) :34
a Long Trip, AC . -..11(302) :29 Bulat Minzhilkivev (0 emt,c Guests) ... 2(293) :40
Three Little Pigs (record) , bass), TC . ¥y P 2(303) :54 Communication with Extra-
o st G 70 11 85 N
e Lipinky Girls Choir, TC..11 : ( ) : Is It Possible? .. 4(295) ;27
PRESS, RADIO AND TV Ext;laterrestrial Intelligence :
The Search Continues ._..__.. 4(295) :34
PEOPLE AT WORK T hiattg oper Named (292) :40 Space Research Pays Off
AND LEISURE Can a Parodist Keep from for the Earth - ... 4(295) :39
Being Run Out of Town? .. 1(292) :48 Have We Been Visited by
The Winter Feast . - 1(292) :20 Who's Afraid of the - | J N S — 4(295) :46
A Day in Search of Justice . 1 (292) :26 Crocodile? 1(292) :57 Those Mysterious Silver
Profiles: What Are Their The Column That Be an with : Clouds ... oo 4(295) :568
Views, Interests, Hopes? . 1(292) :34 a Letter: How Soflet Soviet Cosmonautics in the
Siberia and Siberians . 2(293): 3 Satire Works 1(292) :63 Eighties ___ 4(295) :62
Vasili Blokov Plans His Life 2 (293) :27 At the Press Center . . 3(294) 19 Natural Resources: Extract
How Can Women Fit a Journalists’ Responsibility _ 9(300) :16 More or Use Efficiently? ... 6(297) :55
Career into Their Lives? .. 2(293) :36 How Will Our W?ords Y - : Are Computers Programming
Eduard Kazaryan (micro- Reverberate? 9(300) :38 Our Lives? .. . . 7(298) :35
I mirﬁaturist), TC ... 2(293) :38 B : What About a Labynkyr
gor Moiseyev “Nessie”? ... 8(299) :47
B &horle‘:grfipher) TC 5 2(293) :39 RELIGION Eclipse Draws Scientific
obojo Mavlyanov (potter), “ ; Crowd .....oooooooee.....10(801) 111
Y o O — 2(293):39 “;srA(;s,é }E[log,?l;i?dgy Love 10(301) :50 Nuclear Power Stations:
The Magnificent Four: Two From Engineer to Rabbi ... 10(301) :53 Safety Guaranteed ... 11(302): 2
Decades After . e 2(293) :49 Ministerigl to the Catholics ’ Successors of Tokamaks ........ 11(302) :10
These Lovely Rugs .. 2(293) :58 in B elo%ussia 10(301) :56 Optical Wonders, AC ... 11(302) :28
Communists: The Busy Days Restoring the Cathedral of the ’ Petrified Forest, AC 11(302) :28
of Yekaterina Chekazina .. 3(294) :22 Assumg tion in Vladimir .10 (301) :59 Pipelining the Sun AC . 11(302) :28
Dell&e%altes to the Congress 3(204) :28 p ) % ?i:ﬁnt Crystal, Ag dCll 2302) 129
oseup . - - 4): olphin-1 Is Launched, AC _11(302) :29
The Way We Live: REPUBLICS, REGIONS Understanding the
Vyacheslav Koptev the AND CITIES Language of Insects, AC .11(302) :29
Worker . .. 3(294):34 T o . Library of the Future? AC ..11(302) :29
Yuri Gagarin .. .. 4(295): 6 Siberia and Siberians ... 2(293): 3 Burn Brightly, AC 11(302) :29
Spaceman No. 100 e 41(295) :27 Soviet Georgia: Brldge Voleanoes of Distant WOl‘ldS,
Our Crews ... ... ... 4(295) :28 Between Continents .. ... 2(293):56 AC . 11 (302) :29
Perhaps the Hardest Part Is Georgia (60th Anniversary) 5(296): 2 What’s New About Solar
Waiting ... .. .. 4(295) :42 Kakhetians—The Folks That Cities? 12(303) :46
He Never Seems to Run Out _Live in the Valley ... . 5(296) :14
of Ideas .. .. 4(295) :49 Sni, DecadeS(osf Stzeft(i;y a) 5(296) :23
rogress (Soviet Georgia :
Ar%;\:t;sstlez;n(-imlfls”Space” .. 4(295) :51 The Festival for Everybody .. 5(296) :28 SOVIET-AMERICAN
A Poet Stars in a Movie The University Under the RELATIONS
About Tsiolkovsky .= . 4(295) :54 Palms .. .. . 5(296) :32 Soviet Chess Whiz in Bay
The Chief Theoretician of Folk Fashions - 5(296) :36 City oo 1(292) :18
Cosmonautics . .. 4(295) :111 Restoring the Ancient City’s A Unique Historical
Kakhetians—The Folks That Youth . . ... . 5(296) :44 Document ... 1(292) :24
Live in the Valley _ - 5(296):14 Kutaisi, This Wonderful Californians on the Volga . 1(292) :30
Women Take Over Men’s Town .. 5(296) :48 Academician Fyodorov: Arms
Jobs . . . 5(296) :24 To Plant a Tree of One’s Own 5(296) :58 Race Must Be Stopped ... 2(293) :26
The Many Faces of Sofico _ 5(296) :38 “I Will Neither Forget You Baikal Seals Welcome U.S.
“To Be Good to People” nor Fail to Tell Others of Guests ... 2(293) :40
(Chabua Amiredzhibi) ~ 5(296) :46 Your Remarkable The Magnificent Four:
Kutaisi, This Wonderful Progress!” . - 6(297):19 Two Decades After ... 2(293) :49
Town ... 5(296) :48 Siberia’s Music Capital _ . . 6(297) :25 Soviet Georgia: Bridge
The Fanciful World of Stage Penza . e 6(297) 126 Between Continents . ... 2(293) :56
Design .. . 5(296) :60 Looking to the Future ... 6(297) :44 High Above the Harbor __._._.. 2(293) :57
Teacher and Academician ... 6(297) :56 A Weekend Retreat Close to Space and Détente ... 4(295): 4
Leonid Yehseyev (glider the Capital . . ... 7(298) :38 Physicians for Nuclear
pilot), TC _ 7(298) :50 Kamchatka Is for Romantics 7(298) :52 Disarmament .. 4(295): 9
In Charge of an Entire Area 8(299):14 The Soviet North: A Look at Georgian Americana
Pechora: The River and the Its Future _ . - 8(299): 3 Scholars ... 5(296) :56
People ... ... 8(299):18 Nadym, a Young City . 8(299): 4 Soviet Films to Be Shown in
The Land of the Saami .. ... 8(299):30 Come Back to Our UmverSIty' 8(299) 126 the U.S. oo 5(296) :57
The Same Age as SOVIET The Land of the Saami .. .. 8(299) :30 “I Will Neither Forget You
LIFE: Ballet Star from I Ama Mansi. ... .- 8(299) :40 nor Fail to Tell Others of
Siberia .. .. 9(300) :19 Building in the North: Your Remarkable
Textile Worker and Delegate 9(300) :22 New Trends .. . . 8(299) :49 Progress!” oo 6(297) :19
Soviet People: Their Social Festival of the North, TC . 8(299) :57 American Ophthalmologists
Image .. . . 9(300) ;28 The North: The OUtIOOk for Visit the Soviet Union ______ 6(297) :48
Our Very Happy Daddy . . 9(300) :46 Mineral Deposits _ ... ... 8(299):60 Chess Across the Ocean _____. 6(297) :59
Fashions Designed by The North: Nature Preserve A Productive Forum: Soviet
Vyacheslav Zaitsev ... 9(300) :52 or Another Klondike? ... 8(299) :61 and American Young
30 Years of Harvests to Her Sportsinthe Arctic ... 8(299):62 People Hold Ninth Meetmg 7(298): 2
Credit ... .....10(301): 3 Tallinn Awarded Europa People to People: Two
A Star Is Born ... 10(301): 7 Prize for Preservation, Schools Get Together ... 7(298) :34
Representing 7,600 Women _ 10 (301) :12 TC . 10(301) :41 Editor’s Notes (25th
An Authority on Education ..10(301) :16 Restormg the Cathedral of the Anniversary of SOVIET
Themis Regains Her Sight Assumption in Vladimir . 10(301) 159 LIFE) . oo 8(299): 1
with the Help of a Blind Blue Stones of Khiva . ...11(302) :30 Here’s to Good Weather in
Man . e 10(301) :24 Autumn at the Mineral the Bering Strait! ... 8(299):42
L1vmg for Others ...............10(301) :32 Springs ... ... 11(302) :44 In a Small American Town .. 8(299) :58
“Working Here Is a Kirghizia: An Equal Among The Magazine Takes Its
Pleasure” ... . ... 10(301) :34 Equals . .12(303) :18 First Steps ..o 9(300) :13
Alexander Dityatin- A In Charge of Plannmg ._12(303) :28 Getting to Know Soviet
Profile ... ... 10(301) :62 Osh: A Town in the Literature _._..__. J— 9(300) :14
My Plant, My Town . ...11(302) :24 Mountains .. .12(303) :38 Mutual Understanding and
Leonid L. Brezhnev: A Short Kirghiz Portable Dwellmgs Friendship ... O— 9(300) :15
Biography ..... ... ...12(303): 1 (yurta), TC ... ... . ... 12(303) :54 Journalists’ Responsibility .. 9(300) :16
AC designates items in the “Around the Country” column. 111

Q designates items in the “Queries from Readers” column.
TC designates items in the “Things Cultural” column.
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