




















ETTERS addressed to Yuri Gagarin, Mos-

cow, USSR ... to the Conqueror of Outer
Space . . . to the Pioneer of the Cosmos . . .
have been arriving from every country in the
world. They come to the cosmonaut’s native
village, to the USSR Academy of Sciences, to
the Union of Societies for Friendship and
Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries, to
the editorial offices of newspapers and to
broadcasting stations. Soviet embassies every-
where have been flooded with congratulatory
messages.

In the Soviet Union Gagarin has become a
synonym for heroism. Songs and poems have
been dedicated to him. Moscow is commem-
orating his flight in a monument. A state
farm in the virgin land territory and a vol-
cano in Kamchatka now bear his name. So
do streets in Magadam, Riga, Ufa and other
cities. The people of Kaluga, where Kon-
stantin Tsiolkovsky pioneered jet propulsion,

have elected Gagarin an honorary citizen.
A youth organization in the town of La-

nusei on the island of Sardinia; streets in
Brno, Czechoslovakia, and Sofia, the Bul-
‘garian capital; and a house in London all
carry his name, Lebanese mothers in Beirut
wrote in' that they had named their newborn
sons after the world’s first cosmonaut.

The famous Dutch botanist D. V. Lefeber
sent a letter from Lisse to say that “as a token
of the admiration we in the Netherlands have
for your flight we have given your name to
one of our newest tulip varieties.” Public
groups in India are collecting signatures to
a letter to Gagarin inviting him to be a guest
of their country.

We reprint here, with Gagarin’s permission,
extracts from a few letters sent him from the
United States and other parts of the world.

Mr. and Mrs. T. write from California:
“Yuri Gagarin is the first hero of the space
age. The USSR has demonstrated the mag-
nitude of its scientific leadership in the world.
Congratulations! We think that the greatest
achievement in the history of the world is the
one by which the Soviet people recovered
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from the most devastating war in their history
and, within a few years, became the leaders
in the scientific conquest of space.”

Miss C. S. from Ohio says: “Major Gagarin
is a hero of our time. He has won himself a
glorious place forever in history, just as his
splendid country has.”

“Both my mother and myself would like
to offer our most sincere congratulations and
admiration for your great country’s latest
historical achievement in mankind’s conquest
of outer space,” writes Mr. J. G. from Colo-
rado. “We have long admired your country
for its brave and giant strides up the stairway
of progress, making this world, the treasured
gem of the solar system, one to be proud of.”

Mr. G. S. of New York feels that “no other
nation in such a short period of time has
accomplished so much! To transform a na-
tion that was so backward and illiterate under
the czars into a first-class scientific and in-
dustrial power in 40 years’ time is in itself
not only a remarkable but a shining example
of the courage and determination of the
Soviet people to lead the world to a better
way of life.”

From Mr. C. P. from California, “I fully
appreciate and understand the scientific and
technical requisites of the flight, nevertheless,
I am most pleased with the prospects of peace
which have resultantly accrued from the most
noble achievement of not only the man but,
even more so, of the great Soviet people in
the land of Lenin.”

Mr. C. S. of Chicago writes: “I believe
most Americans expect the Soviet Union to
continue to lead in space. The Soviet Union
has broken the barrier to space travel and has
raced close to the eventual goal of flight to
other planets.”

Mr. B. M. from French Camp, California,
is moved to this comment: “Television film
clips of your reception in Moscow were shown
here just now. Very inspiring . . . very im-
pressive! May Providence watch over you!
Think of me as a friend of yours in America,
a friend who has a deep respect for you and

the wonderful people of the Soviet Union!”

Mr. D. F. of Berkeley, California, says:
“Our lives and philosophies may differ in
many ways, but this in no way subdues my
great respect for your fantastic act of hero-
ism. Perhaps you have signaled the begin-
ning of a healthy competition between our
nations to conquer the secrets of space travel
and interplanetary exploration.”

This is from R. W., Michigan. “Beneath
all the perverse iniquities of international
politics, the American people and the Soviet
people are, to use the words of Nikita Sergeye-
vich Khrushchev, ‘brothers.’” And so now say
to the Soviet people: ‘Good job, well done!’”

And from Mr. D. O. of Seattle: “On behalf
of the citizens of Washington State, I heartily
congratulate you, and would like to extend to
you an invitation to attend Seattle’s World
Fair which will take place during April 21,
1962, to October 21, 1962. The theme of the
fair is ‘Man in Space.’ Being the first re-
ported human being to successfully orbit the
earth, you will certainly be in a position to
better the relations between our two pgreat
peoples, thus showing our many neighbors
that two types of cultures can become some-
what compatible with words and deeds, not
men and might.”

Miss A. S., an eighteen-year-old college stu-
dent from Brooktondale, New York, writes:
“Well done, Yuri Gagarin! I am not a Com-
munist, nor do I believe in the communist doc-
trine. But I do believe that this was not just
a Soviet victory but also constituted a world
victory. May your exploit be the beginning
of true peace in this world.”

A. S. sends this letter from New York:
“The great and wonderful act of today by a
Soviet man in space is proof enough to the
world that only socialism can lead the world
to greater deeds. No need for war or unem-
ployment, discrimination, depressions—inven-
tions need not mean a loss of jobs.”

Among the multitude of messages from
other parts of the world is this one from
British L. G. addressed to the “Russian










































The highest authority in each Party organi-
zation is the general membership meeting or
the meeting of representatives elected at the
general membership meetings. The leading
body of the primary Party unit is, therefore,
the general membership meeting. The highest
authority of a district or regional Party or-
ganization is the conference of delegates
elected by the general membership meetings
of the primary Party units of the given dis-
trict or region. The highest authorities in the
Communist Parties of the Union Republics
and the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
are the Party congresses.

Between meetings of these representative
bodies, which are equivalent to legislative
bodies within the Party, authority is dele-
gated to elected executive bodies—Party com-
mittees at farms and factories, district and
regional committees, the Central Committees
of the Communist Parties of the Union Re-
publics, and the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union.

The Central Committee of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union has about 250
members—industrial workers, farmers, pro-
fessional people, scientists, workers in the
arts, statesmen and public leaders. This is the
Party’s general staff, and it has many respon-
sibilities—to defend the Party’s principles and
keep them inviolable, to interpret the Rules
and program, to guard the Party’s unity, to
direct its ideological and political life, to de-
liberate on the country’s major problems.

Plenary meetings of the Central Committee
of the CPSU are held approximately once in
six months to discuss Party activity and gov-
ernment policy with respect to one or an-
other important problem.

The members of the Central Committee of
the CPSU elect a presidium, which is author-
ized to act between plenary meetings, and a
secretariat to handle current affairs,

The Central Committee also sets up a Party
Control Commission whose function it is to
see that Party discipline is observed and that
those guilty of an infringement of the Party
program and Rules are brought to task. The
Party Control Commission also hears appeals
against expulsion.

Democratic Centralism

The Communist Party’s organizational prin-
ciple is democratic centralism. What does it
mean?

All leading Party bodies, from top to bot-
tom, are elected by the membership by secret
ballot, The members of each primary Party
unit elect a Party committee—an executive
committee that directs all Party activity at
the given enterprise. They also elect delegates
to the Party conference of the district where
the district Party committee is elected. The
same procedure is followed at each of the
higher levels—the Party committees for the
regions, the Union Republics and the country
are elected by the delegates representing the
membership at the respective organizational
level immediately below. This reflects one of
the most important aspects of democratic
centralism.

Democratic centralism also requires that
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Party committees make periodic reports to
the bodies that elected them. It presumes strict
Party discipline equally binding on all Com-
munists, regardless of the office they hold,
and the subordination of the minority to the
majority. It issumes that decisions passed by
the higher Party organs will be carried out
unconditionally by all lower Party bodies.

Democratic centralism gives the Party its
monolithic unity and integrity and makes pur-
poseful and efficient leadership possible. Some
critics in the West make this out to be mechan-
ical discipline and blind obedience. It is not
that at all. We have heated debates and sharp
differences of opinion at Party meetings, con-
ferences and congresses and in the Party
press. This is as it should be for a Party of
reasoning people who are moving boldly along
roads previously untrodden.

But we do not argue for argument’s sake.
We Communists are, as we declare in our
rules, like-minded people. We have a common
world outlook and do not debate the correct-
ness of our Party’s general line based on its
program. Our debates are on questions of
everyday policy and practice. We argue the
best and the speediest way of achieving the
aims outlined in our program, and these argu-
ments get very heated at times.

During these debates, whether carried on at
meetings or in the press, each Communist is
free to voice his opinion. But after the dis-
cussion is over, after all the pros and cons
have been heard and the proposal voted upon,
all Communists are required to abide by the
decision of the majority. Should any member
of the minority refuse, he will meet with a
rebuff that carries the authority of the entire
Party behind it.

No Party Bosses

Confirmation of the democratic structure
of the Party is the fact that all Party bodies
are elected and are obligated to make periodic
reports to the group they represent.

Consider, for example, the secretary of a
city or regional committee of the Party. He
is not appointed from above, he is not a
“party boss” with lifetime tenure and privi-
leges. He is elected by fellow Party members,
and should it become apparent that he is not
doing his job, that he is not carrying out de-
cisions adopted by the Party in the people’s
behalf, they can remove him from his post
without waiting for the next election confer-
ence. Although cases like this are rare,
because as a general rule Communists care-
fully scrutinize the merits and demerits of
prospective candidates for responsible Party
posts, they do occasionally occur, human
nature being what it is.

I remember this happening in Chelyabinsk,
a large industrial center in the Urals. Some
of the local leaders went so far as to falsify
official reports in order to give the impression
that they were making faster progress in hous-
ing construction than was actually the case.
Although the houses were still being worked
on, they reported the plan fulfilled. According
to official reports, the tenants should have
been giving housewarming parties, while in
reality the apartments still had no floors and

a number of the buildings even had no roofs.

When the facts came out, there was a great
deal of plain talk at the plenary meeting of
the Party City Committee. Speakers demanded
severe punishment for those guilty of this
“kind of eye wash.” The secretary of the
Party City Committee, despite his past serv-
ices, was removed from his post and expelled
from the Party for betraying the confidence
of those who had elected him to this position
of leadership.

Every member has not only the right, so
stated in the Party Rules, but the obligation
to participate freely in the discussion of Party
policy at meetings or in the press; to criticize
any member or leader, irrespective of his
position, if he thinks the criticism warranted;
to vote at elections and to run for election to
Party posts; to raise objections and speak in
opposition to candidates nominated for Party
posts; to insist that all discussion relating to
his own work or behavior be carried on in his
presence; to carry an appeal as far as the Cen-
tral Committee of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union, the highest Party authority.

The Central Committee receives a great
number of letters from Party members with
suggestions, criticism and opinions on all
sorts of matters. These communications that
mirror rank-and-file Party feeling help the
Central Committee make its important deci-
sions. Many of the letters are directed person-
ally to First Secretary of the Central Com-
mittee Khrushchev.

Not long ago Olga Zelenskaya, an elderly
agronomist who had been working at a collec-
tive farm near Moscow for many years, wrote
an appeal to Secretary Khrushchev. She said
that she had retired on a pension some time
previous, but after a good rest felt strong
enough to go back to work. On various pre-
texts she was refused work and told that she
should be “content to rest” in her declining
years. But being a stubborn woman, not
“content to rest” and determined to con-
tinue making her contribution to the general
welfare, she wrote to the First Secretary.
At the January Plenary Session of the Central
Committee Nikita Khrushchev spoke of her
letter and talked of the need to use specialists,
whether young or old. It was impermissible,
he said, to ignore the precious experience of
veterans. Olga Zamenskaya, needless to say, is
back at work, successfully managing a state
farm in the Moscow area.

This is only one of thousands of letters.
Generally, in his speeches at plenary sessions
of the Central Committee or at large confer-
ences, Khrushchev will take the opportunity
to cite some of the letters sent him by Party
and non-Party people. This is one of many
ways in which the experience and reactions
of rank-and-file people help to shape the judg-
ment of the leaders.

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union
has behind it more than half a century of
heroic struggle—of difficult trials and glorious
victories. Forged and tempered by Lenin, it
owes its strength, ever renewed at each stage
of its history, to the scientific theory and
practice of Marxism-Leninism, to its mono-
lithic organization and discipline, and to its
close ties with the people.












expected, almost as many answers as answerers. But all have one thing
in common—a certainty that the writers will be given every chance to
achieve the goals they set for themselves.

Twenty-seven-year-old Nikolai Tsarev of Moscow, who believes that
one of the significant characteristics of his generation is its appreciation
of beauty, wants to get into art school and become a painter. “I am
sure,” he says, “that I shall achieve my aim. Our country offers us every
opportunity.”

Zinaida Kharitonova, a Leningrad truck driver, hopes “to get a
university education by correspondence, become a philologist and teach
the Russian language and Russian literature.”

A girl who signs herself “A Student” writes, “I want to improve my
character, so that I can become a better person in every way.”

A young mother writes that she wants to bring up her son so that he
will be a good and useful person.

We Can Stand Considerable Improvement

Not all the replies to the question “Do you like your generation?”
are affirmative,

“No, I don’t,” writes 20-year-old Nikolai Tuz, a serviceman. “It
ought to be accomplishing a lot more than it is, considering our Soviet
social system and upbringing.”

Others like their generation but think it can stand considerable
improvement. A 25-year-old engineer from Kharkov writes, “One of
our shortcomings—the most important, in my opinion—is our ignorance
of the cultural treasures amassed over the centuries.”

“Many of us have shortcomings, but they are of an entirely indi-
vidual character,” writes a 22-year-old Karaganda worker.

Another letter—no age indicated—makes the point that “besides some
very good traits, our young people have a number of bad ones. They
do not always stop to think how much better they would get along if they
got rid of their petty, philistine, self-centered outlook.”

Many letters point a short finger at the stilyazhnichestvo. The word
is derived from stilyaga, “sharpie,” a derogatory term applied to
shallow-minded boys and girls who are oblivious to everything but
“ultra-stylish” clothes, the emptiest kind of music, so long as it is the
latest thing, and the cheapest kind of entertainment. These characters
look down with contempt at people who work. They are, happily, quite
untypical of the younger generation, say the letter writers.

The opinion of collective farmer Vladimir Alexeyev, whom we men-
tioned before, seems to be representative. He says, “I do not think
there are any negative traits common to the majority of youth. There
are merely individual negative traits that are being eradicated by our
social upbringing.”

Soviet young people tend to be even more intolerant of the short-
comings of their own generation than are older people. But their
attitude is constructive. They are not inclined to pessimism or disil-
lusionment. Quite the contrary, their emphasis is invariably positive.
Shortcomings, they assert, will be taken care of by time and education.

The Older Generation on the Younger

Letters from older people -evaluating the younger generation are by
no means unanimous.

Vladimir Karpinsky, an old Communist and comrade-in-arms of
Lenin, is proud of the young people. He writes, “The youth, healthy
both physically and spiritually, industrious, highly principled, inter-
ested in everything in the world, provide our country with growing
numbers of capable, talented people in all branches of industry, farm-
ing, science and the arts.”

Other letters, not quite so laudatory, blame the parents for some
of the less desirable traits they attribute to young people. They talk of
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spoiling children by giving them everything they ask for, of neglecting
to inculcate work habits, etc. But the intent even of these rather carping
letters is to advise, to help, not merely to criticize.

Nikolai Akimov, the well-known stage director, places responsibility
where he thinks it belongs. He writes, “Grownups and old people must
treat young people with the respect they show adults. Before passing
their traditions on, they must carefully pick out the bad ones and leave
them behind.”

Mikhail Isakovsky, the poet, calls on the older generation to help
young people improve their artistic taste. Composer Eugen Kapp wants
more literature and art for young people with a content that will teach
ethical values.

Running through much of the material published in Komsomolskaya
Pravda is the idea that Soviet society is progressing at so rapid a pace,
that the country’s economy and culture is moving ahead so quickly
that there is practically no limit to the opportunities for the rounded
development of the younger generation. The growth of social conscious-
ness, however, does not always keep pace, and young people do not
always make the fullest use of their opportunities.

The letter writers we cited above are not complaining of any decline
in ethical values but of the fact that young people do not draw as much
as they should upon the treasure house of human knowledge and
experience open to them, that they sometimes continue to think and to
live in the old way.

The Man of Tomorrow

A while ago the Komsomolskaya Pravda editors sponsored a meeting
at one of the Leningrad institutes on the psychology of the modern
young man and published a verbatim report of the discussion.

The topic was purposely left broad and all of the discussion was
impromptu. The subjects brought up covered the widest conceivable
range—enthusiasm or skepticism, generosity or self-interest, restlessness
or stability, emotion or calculation, duty or caprice—everything was
grist for the thinking mill of the young people gathered in the big
auditorium. They spoke freely and frankly about themselves and their
friends in trying to personalize such abstractions as egotism, ambition,
asceticism, intolerance, enthusiasm. There was no time limit set on
discussion, except for those who tended to talk on interminably.

There were certain things everybody was for—enthusiasm, for ex-
ample. Said Vladimir Shakhijanyan, Young Pioneer leader at one of
the Leningrad schools: “One cannot work without enthusiasm. But
even when one is carried away by his work, he must look at the job he
does critically lest he become blind to his mistakes.”

Somebody else said, “Granted we must look at our work soberly,
there is such a thing as being too self-critical.”

Vladimir Solovyov, a college student, voiced the general feeling
about egotism and undue self-interest, “If a man lives only for himself,
he has no valid reason for existence.”

Kharlampi Apachidi, another student, spoke of everyone’s duty to
help man create a better world. “Mankind is marching toward its
spring,” he said. “It is our duty to fight for it.”

Vasili Kuzmin, a worker, said that everyone had to be strong enough
to get rid of his own “rubbish,” his own prejudices.

Yuri Yakimenko, a student, won the support of the whole gathering
when he stood up in vigorous opposition to a speaker who had declared
that under communism all men would be completely rational and would
not be swayed by emotion. Yuri declared himself for emotion. “I like
people,” he said, “who react to things with their whole hearts.”

This forum started a new flood of letters to Komsomolskaya Pravda
in which young people wrote of the traits they thought the man of
tomorrow should have. They are thinking of the kind of man Maxim
Gorky wrote about—Man with a capital M.























































































vell as its conversion into monopoly capitalism.
L Soviet historians also operate on this prem-
e—that law and politics, culture and psy-
hology, religious concepts and art are not
nerely influenced by the productive forces
ind the production relations as they arise and
levelop at each stage of history, but that they,
n turn, have an accelerating or arresting effect
bn the society’s economy.

Thus, our study of the socio-political his-
ory of the USA forced us to analyze it in
lose connection with major economic proc-
psses and the material conditions of the people
penerally and of individual classes. To explain
he fundamental causes of crucial political
events the Soviet historian looks not only to
political relations but primarily to the mode
pf production of society. This is the factor
hat, more often than not, determines the
httitude of classes, parties, governments and
statesmen. In other words, our historians con-
centrate on the causes of events rather than
their results.

This, in brief, was the over-all approach
hsed by our historians in this study.

The historical treatment is complemented
by brief outlines of the development of litera-
ture, art, music, cinema and history as a
science at each stage of the country’s develop-
ment. These outlines throw light on different
spects of the American people’s cultural life
in historical retrospect.

The critical appraisal of the essays was gen-
erally favorable, although reviewers pointed
to the weakness of some sections of the book
from the research angle and the vagueness
of some of the definitions. Certain important
problems, they felt, were treated too generally,
and some were merely posed and not solved.
The thread that runs through the essays,
phrased in the introduction, is “the courage
of the common people of America, the perse-
vering struggle of the people of an enterpris-
ing and powerful nation to win the vast
expanses of the New World . . . to better
their conditions of life, to realize their demo-
cratic beliefs.”

The first American Revolution delivered
the country from British domination and
created the prerequisites for rapid industrial
development. The second revolution resolved
the festering contradictions between the in-
dustrial North and the slave-owning South.
The book devotes considerable attention to
the causes of the Civil War, whose centenary
is being commemorated this year. It traces the
growing abolitionist movement to its rise as
a major national force in the sixties and the
factors that inevitably led to the armed con-
flict between North and South.

The book notes that the call of the patriots
of the Republic to defend it against the South-
ern slave-owners met with great popular sup-
port, and describes the key role played by
workers and farmers in the struggle against

slavery. Two social forces—progress and de-
mocracy, reaction and despotism—met in
“titanic combat,” to use Marx’s phrase.
“Slavery lay like a heavy burden on the
whole life of all the people of North America.
It was a blemish on their good name,” so
Nikolai Chernyshevsky, the great

wrote

Russian writer and revolutionary democrat.

Russia’s progressive public opinion sym-
pathized with the North. “Russia was the
only great power favorably inclined to the
North during the Civil War,” write the
authors of the essays. “The sympathies of
Russia’s progressives were with the North.”

In its discussion of the role of Abraham
Lincoln in the Civil War, the book gives
Marx’s evaluation of the great American presi-
dent. “He was a man who never yielded to
vicissitudes or was elated by success. He strove
stubbornly for his grand goal. . . . In short,
he was one of those rare people who preserve
their fine qualities even after they have at-
tained fame. And the modesty of this great
and fine man was such that the world did not
see the hero in him until he died a martyr.”

For us it is beyond argument that in every
society it is the masses—the working people,
the workers in science, engineering and cul-
ture—who are the real makers of their coun-
try’s history. It is only they who matter, in
the final analysis. This does not, of course,
deny the fact that in certain periods prominent
individuals arise who influence the course of
events—men like George Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Franklin Delano
Roosevelt.

In analyzing the role of great men like

these in history we start from the premise that
they were also products of their time, of
certain  socio-economic-political conditions.
These men were brought to the fore at crucial
moments of history by the American people,
the real makers of the history and culture of
the country.
" The book devotes considerable attention to
the establishment of diplomatic relations be-
tween the United States and Russia in 1809.
Subsequent Russian-American ties also receive
extensive treatment. New archive documents
found by Nikolai Bolkhovitinov testify to the
understanding achieved between our two
countries. During the War of Independence
the Russian Government followed a policy of
strict neutrality. The authors’ analysis of
American-Russian relations shows that they
were invariably founded on cooperation in
the common interest.

The essays examine the reasons for the
rapid economic growth of the United States.
Within two or three decades it had surpassed
the European countries and by the nineties
had grown into a highly developed industrial-
agrarian power.

The New Deal and the domestic situation
which led to that program of “bold experi-
ments,” to use the phrase of Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, is treated in some detail. The his-
torians show how the New Deal program
helped to alleviate the country’s critical eco-
nomic and political situation.

The essays pay tribute to President Roose-
velt for his efforts in recognizing the Soviet
state and establishing diplomatic relations
with the USSR. Normalization of American-
Soviet relations has always corresponded to
the aspirations of the Soviet Union and has
been its major aim at all stages of its history.
As early as 1919 Viadimir Lenin declared,

“We are decisively for economic agreement

with America—with all countries, but espe-
cially so with America.” The Soviet Govern-
ment has consistently adhered to this prin-
ciple.

The outstanding role played by President
Roosevelt as the head of the state which be-
came an ally of the Soviet Union during the
Second World War is developed in subsequent
chapters.

Two critical events in 1941 decisively
changed American attitudes—the first was
Hitlerite Germany’s invasion of the Soviet
Union; the second was militarist Japan’s at-
tack on Pearl Harbor. They bound the United
States and the Soviet Union in an antifascist
coalition and cemented the friendship of the
American and the Soviet peoples with a com-
mon goal. The essays note that “the working
people of America looked upon the struggle
of the Soviet people as a great battle against
the sinister forces of reaction and fascism
for the freedom and happiness of the gener-
ations to come.”

Roosevelt looked on the wartime alliance of
the United States and the Soviet Union not
only as a decisive factor for a military victory
over Hitlerite Germany but as a guarantee
that the two countries would cooperate when
peace was won. The essays quote the Presi-
dent’s statement to the effect that the Amer-
ican people were glad and proud to be allied
with the brave Russian people, not only in the
struggle for a military victory but also in lay-
ing the foundation for the universal peace to
follow the war and in preserving that peace.

The analysis of a wealth of factual data
leads the authors to the conclusion that even
before the United States entered the war, the
American people demonstrated their sympathy
for the democratic forces fighting against
fascism by the material aid they gave to Great
Britain and the Soviet Union. Eventually this
sympathy led to the direct participation of the
United States in the war against Hitlerite
Germany. There were farsighted Americans
who began the movement for opening a second
front in Europe in 1942 and 1943.

The close, friendly cooperation of the anti-
fascist allies resulted in the victory of the
forces of democracy. These facts are evidence
of the strength of the American democratic
tradition. The American people, the genuine
producers of the nation’s material and spir-
itual values, say the authors of this history,
can and must preserve what they have created.
But for this the imminent threat of war and
world destruction must be lifted. Peace can
be won by the united effort of all peoples, of
all states, large and small, say the historians.
They conclude their study with Lincoln’s
statement that every effort must be exerted
to achieve and to preserve a stable peace with-
in the country and with other nations.

“The past is prologue.” These words from
Shakespeare, if memory serves me correctly,
are inscribed on the facade of the National
Archives building in Washington. The new
Soviet study in American history prompts me
to paraphrase the statement somewhat—the
past centuries of friendship between the Rus-
sian and American people must serve as a pro-
logue to a future of peace and happiness.
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THE BEAVER AND THE FOX

Miss Foxy spotted Mister Beaver one fine day.

The silver in his coat—it took her breath away!
To add to that, he was a first-rate builder.

His income—gee! the thought, it almost killed her.
In short, with all those virtues graced,
The gentleman appealed to Foxy’s taste.

Whole nights she’d sit and piece together two and two:
“We foxes always got the better of those misters.
Who says I'm sillier than my sisters?

High time I got myself a beaver, too!”
Now watch my fox set out to trap her victim.
She rolled her eyes and nudged and pinched and licked
him.
No counting all the saucy things she said
Before she tricked him.

At last the beaver lost his fat old head
And neither slept nor ate
Until he'd left his mate,

Deciding that the missus
Was far too old for hugs and kisses.

One morning, coming down to have a drink,

The Hedgehog stopped the Beaver for a chat.
“Hello, old guy, how are you getting on with that . . .
Oh, what’s’er-name, Miss Fox, I think?”
“Eh, man,” the Beaver answered to his call,
“We don’t seem to be getting anywhere at all.
Just chicks and ducks—that’s all she dreams of, aye,
From fall to spring, from spring to fall.
From red, you know, she’s changed to silver-gray!
There’s nothing on her mind but frocks and frolics.
The minute I come home she quits.
Of all the chits!
Oh, it’s,
It’s fit to give an honest beast the colics.
I see no option but return to Mrs. Beaver.
Oh, Lor’, why ever did I leave ’er?
There’s just the faintest hope she wouldn’t mind,
She’s kind!”
“Run home,” the Hedgehog readily agreed,

“Or else, I feel, your game is up indeed!”

So back he stalked to where he lived before.

“Come, chickabiddy, open up the door!”

“Oh, no,” she cried, to Mr. Beaver’s awe,
“Scram off to your Miss F. and touch me no more!”

So, willy-nilly, back he trudged to Foxy’s house;
Bad luck—she’d got another beaver for a spouse!

The moral is, be you a man or beaver,
Stick to your wife and never leave ’er!

THE COW SALE

A man brought a cow to the market one day,
But no one the price he wanted could pay.
Though plenty of folk were in need of a cow,
It didn’t appeal to their fancy, somehow.

“Say, mister, I guess you are selling the beast?”
“Aye, sonny, since five in the morning at least.”

“It isn’t too much you’re expecting to get?”
“I’'ll sooner be losing than gaining, I bet.”

“You'd think that she hadn’t been fed for a year!”
“Oh, no, it’s an illness that plagues her, I fear.”

“And what about milk? Does she yield you a lot?”
“Ah, sonny, it’s milk that she’s never yet got.”

And the man with the cow spent at market all day,
But no one the price that he wanted would pay.

At last a young fellow took pity and said,

“| see you're no trader, let me try instead.

And if we are lucky, the cow will be sold.”

“All right,” to the young fellow answered the old.

Soon comes a rich buyer with money galore
And higgles and haggles the precious cow for. l

“Your cow is for sale?”

“If you are rich enough, yes.

Her value is more than you ever can guess.”

“Not much, I should say, if you judge her by sight.”
“She’s not very fat, but her milk is all right!”

“And what is her yield, I would say if I may?”
“So big that she couldn’t be milked in a day.”

Our graybeard, the owner, looked up at his cow:
“I don’t see there’s reason for selling it now.”

“No, Betsy, I never shall give you away!
I need such a beauty myself, I daresay!”

BUNNY IN HIS CUPS

One night, to mark his birthday, as was meet,

The Hedgehog called the Rabbit for a treat.
It went along till dawn, the celebration,

With noisy mirth and generous libation.
W hen parting time came on,

Our friend the Rabbit was already so far gone
That he could hardly leave the table.

“L-let’s go home . ..” he said. “But are you able?”
His worthy host replied.

“Just take a nap until you’ve quite come to,
To be on the safe side.
They’ve seen a Lion somewhere round here, too!”
Much good persuading Bunny when he’s drunk.
“The hell I care!” he bawled. “What’s that to me?”
It won’t be I—he’ll be the one to funk!
Go fetch him here and just you see.
Those great big brutes—it’s time they got their due.
I’ll lick the Lion black and blue!
Watch out if I don’t eat him, too!”
The merriment behind, our little braggart,
Bumping against the trees, staggered through the night.
With all his might:
“The Lion! Bah! Is that your notion of a giant?
I've had to deal with many a tougher client.”
This drunken hubbub woke the forest lord
Who spied the culprit scrambling through the brush.
And grabbing Bunny, roared:
“Whoah, little beggar, what’s the rush?












the basis of heredity, that heredity is the repetition in successive
generations of the same type of metabolism.

For many years this theory was the subject of heated debate both
in the Soviet Union and abroad. The adherents of the chromosome
(gene) theory claimed that heredity is particulate, that it is carried
by particles called genes contained in the chromosomes. Michurin-
ists say there are no such things as genes and that the property of
heredity is not confined to special particles in the organism but that
any part of the organism capable of reproduction has this property.

Cogent proof of the validity of this proposition are the new forms
of plants created by Michurinists through vegetative hybridization.
Vegetative hybrids, which arise as a result of the coalescence of parts
of different plants, bear the characters and properties of their parents,
just as in sexual hybridization, and transmit these acquired properties
and qualities to their offspring. The apple variety Reinette Berga-
motte, bred by Michurin, is a classic example of a vegetative hybrid.
Research workers at the Institute of Genetics of the USSR Academy of
Sciences have produced many vegetative hybrids of tomato, eggplant,
cabbage and other plants.

Michurin and his followers hold that heredity can be altered and,
more than that, that it can be altered in a definite direction. This
proposition is a result of numerous studies and, more particularly, of
experiments that produced vegetative hybrids and transformed spring
crops into winter crops, and vice versa, through proper training.

All this research could not help but influence the views of Western
geneticists. After many years the opponents of Michurin’s theory
admit that there are no optical, pk: sical or chemical means at present
by which the gene can be studied directly. (M. Demerec, “What Is the
Gene?” American Naturalist, Vol. 89, No. 844, 1955.)

Not so long ago the experiments and conclusions of Michurinists
were rejected outright. Today, however, many Western geneticists
are repeating them. There are many examples one could cite to
bear this out, but one will be sufficient. At the last International
Congress of Geneticists in Canada (1958), a special section was or-
ganized to discuss problems of vegetative hybridization. This is the
idea that Charles Darwin put forward, that Michurin and his fol-
lowers developed but that Western geneticists flatly rejected.

Nor can the fact be disregarded that adherents of the chromosome
theory acknowledge the possibility of mutations—hereditary changes—
induced in a definite direction. In this respect the work with yeast
done by the American geneticist Carl Lindegren is of special interest.
The studies are summed up in his article “The Stability of the Gene”
in Science, 1956, and in the abstract from his report to the Tenth
Genetics Congress on “The Recombination of the Complex Locus in
the Yeast Saccharomyces.”

These examples speak for the viability of Michurin’s materialist
teachings. They continue to gain more and more supporters. One of
Japan’s foremost cytogeneticists, Professor Hazime Matsuura, on the
basis of his own experiments, acknowledged the validity of Michurin’s
theory and now heads the mass movement of farmer-experimenters
joined in the Friends of Michurin Association in all fifty of the
country’s prefectures. The newspaper Michurin Nogio (Michurin Agri-
culture) has been published in Japan for many years. Within a few
years four congresses of Michurin supporters were held in Tokyo.

In France the Friends of Michurin Society has been thriving for
more than ten years. It disseminates the teachings of Michurin and
those of the French materialist biologist Lucien Daniel. Its Bulletin
publishes scientific studies and results achieved by practical workers.

There are adherents of Michurin’s teachings in England, Belgium,
Italy, Switzerland, India, China, Bulgaria and many other countries.

Michurin achieved extraordinary success in his efforts to transform
the plant world. He created more than 300 new fruit varieties. But to
really comprehend the magnitude of his work we must remember that
he did not merely improve existing varieties but actually created,
under growing conditions peculiar to the North, plant forms that
normally grow in the South or are found wild in the East. To mention
a few, there are the apricot, sweet cherry and Actinidia varieties and
the many apple, pear and plum varieties that Michurin bred in the
town of Michurinsk (formerly Kozlov) in Central Russia.

Michurin’s pupil Mikhail Lysovenko continued his work of making
the North horticultural country. Siberian orchard acreage keeps ex-
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panding year by year. Kiev horticulturists have bred several winter-
hardy peach varieties of fine quality in places where they had never
grown before. This work, begun by another noted follower of Michurin,
Academician Nikolai Kashchenko, is being successfully developed by
researchers of the Botanical Garden of the Ukrainian Academy of
Sciences and the Ukrainian Institute of Horticulture.

Michurin’s pupils and followers have enormously enriched the plant
and animal world. Today 2,578 varieties of farm plants are grown in
the Soviet Union. Most of the new forms were created by Soviet plant
breeders; only 162 are of foreign origin.

The grand old man of Russian plant breeding is Academician Vasili
Yuryev who began his work early in the century. He is the creator of
19 wheat, barley, corn and other farm crop varieties grown over an
area of about five million acres.

Michurinist plant breeders Pavel Lukyanenko and Fyodor Kirichenko
have created several varieties of winter wheat, that most vital of food
plants. These varieties, despite their comparative youth, are already
sown over millions of acres to supply Soviet consumers with additional
hundreds of millions of bushels of wheat.

Academician Vasili Pustovoit has made breeding sunflowers, an im-
portant Soviet crop, his life work. Nikita Khrushchev called Pustovoit
“the god of the sunflower,” a characterization not too wide of the
mark for this botanical wonder worker who has bred sunflower
varieties with seeds having an oil content of 52-53 per cent, almost
twice that of the ordinary sunflower. His colleague Academician Leonid
Zhdanov was equally successful in creating varieties with high oil
content.

Soviet farmers are generally acquainted with the many advanced
agrotechnical methods worked out by the country’s agricultural sci-
entists. They include vernalization of spring grain crops and potatoes,
summer planting of potatoes, grass sowing in summer, additional pol-
lination of farm crops, intra- and intervarietal crossing for seed-grow-
ing purposes, hill sowing and planting, etc.

Michurinist stockmen have created more than forty new breeds
of cattle, sheep, pigs, horses and poultry. Among the new high-yield
milkers is the well-known Kostromskaya breed, the best of which give
as much as 10,000-11,000 quarts of milk a year. Belogolovaya and Sy-
chovskaya are among the other very productive dairy cattle breeds.

The work of Soviet biologists and animal breeders in artificial in-
semination has won them world renown. The methods they have devised
not only rationalize propagation techniques but speed up the process
of quality improvement in herd pedigree.

Studies are under way at the experimental base of the Institute of
Genetics of the USSR Academy of Sciences in the Gorki Leninskie
State Farm under the supervision of Academician Trofim Lysenko to
increase the fat content of milk. The cows bred in these researches
yield milk with a fat content of more than five per cent. Many animals
of this high-yield stock have been sent to the collective and state farms.

Academician Lysenko’s aim is to make the fruits of his investigations
available to every collective and state farm in the Soviet Union. He
hopes to increase the average fat content of the country’s milk from
3.6-3.7 to 4.5 per cent within a period of five to seven years. The prac-
tical implications of these studies are apparent—an increase of only
0.1 per cent in the fat content is equivalent to an added 800 million
quarts of milk yearly.

Soviet scientists follow agriculture developments abroad with great
interest and make every effort to build close ties with their foreign
counterparts. Exchange of findings helps to enrich farm science and
make for larger crop yields and a greater abundance of food products
throughout the world.

Soviet science, being in close union with practice, is actively partici-
pating in the fulfillment of the task set by the January Plenary Session
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union—
to create within a short period an abundance of produce for the people
and thus to raise still higher the country’s standard of living.

The farm development program worked out at the January Plenary
Session has opened new and bold vistas for research in agricultural
science. At the service of the researcher are fine modern laboratories,
experimental fields, big operating farms and the great body of theo-
retical and practical pioneer work in agrobiology done by Ivan Michurin
and his successors.










































the position of the radiation belts relative to
the earth, discovered an area of increased
radiation above the South Atlantic, congruent
with a magnetic anomaly area on the ground,
and showed that the lower boundary of the
internal radiation belt in the magnetic anom-
aly area dropped to about 250 or 300 kilo-
meters (155 or 186 miles) above the earth.
With this data a map was compiled showing
the distribution of radiation at this altitude
all over the globe.

The other studies carried out with the sec-
ond and third spaceships included an investi-
gation into the chemical composition of pri-
mary cosmic radiation, the charge spectrum
of nuclei, and the variation of the nuclear
component of cosmic rays with latitude. The
experiment required a good deal of work and
ingenuity. Among the instruments devised
specifically for this purpose was a film proc-
essor that developed nuclear emulsion blocks
aboard the space vehicle after a 10-hour ex-
posure. The data thus obtained gave an idea
of the proportion of heavy and light nuclei
in cosmic radiation. It was established that
there were relatively few nuclei streams with
a charge in excess of 34 nuclei. The findings
were extremely important for determining the
biological effects of cosmic radiation.

No less revealing were studies of the short-
wave emission of the sun, especially in the
X-ray region. They threw considerable light
on the bearing chromospheric flares on the
sun may have on fluctuations in X-ray emis-
sion. Incidentally, they helped in developing
a more efficient shield to ensure the safety of
the living organism in space.

Guidance Problems

Direct preparations for inanned space flight
involved a host of scientific and technical
problems, one of which was to find a way to
place a vehicle in orbit heavy enough to house
the necessary life-supporting equipment for a
cosmonaut. Soviet rocket men measured up to
the task. As a matter of record, the aggregate
thrust ot the rocket system that lifted the
spaceship Vostok was equivalent to 20 million
horsepower.

Apart from orbital velocity, it was equally
important to guide the launching vehicle with
great precision. The guidance problemn is
closely related to that of maneuverability in
orbit. The maneuver-controlling force may be
supplied either by a rocket engine switched
on when needed for a corrective action or by
engines based on the electric propulsion prin-
ciple (ion or plasma accelerators) and operat-
ing on a sustained basis.

The need for maneuvering arises when a
space vehicle switches over from a low orbit to
a high one, slows down and comes in for a
landing in a prearranged area.

Maneuvering and some of the measurements
call for attitude control, which may be defined
as the attempt to constrain the attitude of the
vehicle to a particular desired orientation. On
board the spaceship Vostok the attitude con-
trol system oriented one of the ship’s axes
toward the sun.

Along with the “muscles” that control orien-
tation goes some means of sensing attitude
and providing signals to the input of the con-
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trol system. The attitude control system on the
Vostok employed both optical horizon scan-
ners and gyroscopes whose signals were con-
verted by an electronic unit into corrective
action.

Return to Earth

Next comes the problem of re-entry, which
involves speed reduction, heat protection in
the denser atmosphere and landing in a pre-
arranged area.

An obvious approach would be the use of
reverse-thrust rockets to slow down the vehicle
in space before it enters the atmosphere—a
reversal of the launching process. But this
technique requires rockets many times heavier
than the vehicle proper and payloads consist-
ing largely of braking-rocket fuel. The alterna-
tive is to let the air itself provide the de-
celerating force, thus requiring less powerful
retrorockets.

Before descending, the vehicle is properly
oriented in space; then the retarding power
plant is fired to reduce the speed sufficiently
to deflect the path slightly downward toward
the atmosphere. For the spaceship Vostok the
descent was calculated to take about 30
minutes.

If the vehicle entered the denser atmosphere
with a speed close to orbital velocity, its skin
would have been heated to extremely high
temperatures, and the temperature of the en-
veloping layer of incandescent air would have
been several thousand degrees centigrade.
Heat protection was provided by making the
recoverable nose cone as streamlined as pos-
sible and by devising a heat shield of suitable
materials,

Landing also was a hard nut to crack. But
the unmanned orbital spaceships proved the
reliability of the landing technique. In fact
they all landed at low speed without any
appreciable damage. But manned flight called
for the ultimate in safety. This was the reason
for the ejection seat in the cabin and the
parachute system that the cosmonaut could
use once he had reached the lower atmosphere.

Flying safety as a whole added much to
the complexity of ship design. The whole
flight was to be controlled automatically.
Accordingly, the automatic flight and atti-
tude controls, landing and life-supporting sys-
tems as well as automatic temperature and
oxygen pressure controllers had to operate
faultlessly. Manual controls were provided for
additional safety.

No Risk to the Cosmonaut

The survival and life-supporting system on
board the space vehicle was a big problem
in its own right. If g-loads on both take-off
and descent were to be kept within the safety
limits, the launching and flight had to be
planned accordingly and acceleration forces
limited to a transverse direction—that is,
chest to back. This was achieved with a
suitable seat.

The normal temperature in the cabin (15
to 22 degrees centigrade—59 to 71 degrees
Fahrenheit) was maintained by a thermostat,
while excess heat was drawn off by a cooling
liquid passing through an air-liquid radiator.

The radiator had an automatically operated
system of louvres. The air in the cabin was
regenerated by highly active chemicals that
absorbed carbon dioxide and water vapor
and gave out oxygen in the required amounts.
The air regeneration system was governed
by a controller which actuated the final con-
trol elements whenever its sensors registered
excess oxygen or the lack of it. A similar
technique was employed to maintain rela-
tive humidity anywhere between 30 and 70
per cent.

The food and water were kept in suitable
containers, and wastes were removed by a
special system. In the event the life-supporting
equipment went wrong or the cabin lost its
pressure, the cosmonaut wore a pressure space
suit which had its own oxygen supply and
could protect the cosmonaut against extremely
low pressure and temperature in case he had
to leave the cabin in an emergency. A telem-
etry link provided a constant watch from
the earth on the operation of the life-
supporting and survival equipment.

The Earth Listens In

A good deal of preparatory work had to
be done to devise methods of transmitting
physiological measurements to the earth, The
necessary link was provided by biological
telemetry, which was largely developed with
the advent of space medicine. The launchings
of animal-carrying space vehicles previous to
the manned flight of April 12, 1961, provided
vital background experience.

There are a number of stringent require-
ments that components for a biological telem-
etry system must meet, principally: small
size and little weight, low power consumption,
and high resistance to vibration and acceler-
ation loads on take-off and descent. The pick-
ups that transform the heartbeat, respiration
rate and other physiological quantities into
electric signals must be small, must have a
long service life and must not make the cosmo-
naut’s stay in space uncomfortable.

Physiological recordings on board the
Vostok were taken through three electrocar-
diographic channels and one pneumographic
channel. The records were immediately trans-
mitted to the ground by a radio telemetry
system assisted by a self-contained shipboard
recording system which was switched on dur-
ing the descent and by a self-contained record-
ing system in the cosmonaut’s bail-out
package. The Signal radio system continu-
ously transmitted messages on the heartbeat,
the TV unit televized the cosmonaut for earth
reception, while the radiotelephone gave him
two-way contact with the ground.

The telemetered physiological records sup-
plemented by the data given over the radio-
telephone and TV links provide a wealth of
information to which scientists will be turn-
ing frequently.

Then there was the training of the cosmo-
naut. He himself did much to carry through
his unexampled assignment with honor. Thus
the happy union of Yuri Gagarin’s strength
of will and courage combined with Soviet
prowess in science and technology made the
unprecedented flight of the spaceship Vostok
around the earth a reality.






school were inspired and we enthusiastically got down to our studies.

Lieutenant Colonel Kodner of the Engineers gave us aircraft and
flight theory. We liked his teaching from the very first. Captain
Romanov, a man with a luxuriant shock of wavy hair much like that
of the poet Pushkin, took us into the fascinating world of tactics. From
him we learned aerial combat and the great importance of teamwork
between the leader and cover-up. He made us understand that in modern
aerial combat one pilot had to support the others with everything he
had and that this collective action was the decisive factor. After each
class there were lively arguments; each of us had his favorite ace.

All the instructors at the school were insistent that we use what we
learned 'in a creative way. They taught us the established concepts and
axioms but continually urged us to think critically and search for new
and untried solutions to problems. We were rookies and hadn’t even
been up in a jet yet, but our officers and instructors talked of us as
their future replacements, stressing the fact that it would be our respon-
sibility to develop Soviet aviation. All this enhanced our self-respect,
made us want to study harder and learn more quickly.

When spring drew near, the training flights began. Those cadets who
had never been up before were delighted. But we “old-timers” who had
been through the aviation club school were disappointed when we saw
the old YAK-18’s again.

Most of our flying was done in the summer, when we were in the field.
Our Fifth Squadron had its tents pitched on the picturesque bank of the
Ural River, and after a hard and sweltering day we went swimming in
its deep, fast and icy water, not at all like the tame swimming in town,
near the school. We put up a bath house and a diving board and spent
what spare time we had on the river.

Our squadron was first to complete flight training, and since we had
time to spare the commanding officers, approving of the Young Com-
munist League Committee’s initiative, permitted us to go to a collective
farm in Sharlyk District, about 125 miles away, to help the farmers
take in the potato crop.

Valya

We received no mail at the collective farm, and by the close of our
harvesting stint I was very lonesome for Valya. I had met her some
time back and liked everything about her——the kind of person she was,
her clear brown eyes, her braids, her freckled nose.

After secondary school Valya had taken an office job with the city
telegraph office. We had met at a school dance, just after we had gotten
a crew cut, and the girls called us “the baldies.” Valya, who was wearing
a light-blue dress, was shy. I asked her for a dance, and that was the
beginning of our friendship.

Valya is a year younger than I. She was born in Orenburg, and before
I appeared on the scene she had never been out of the city. Her father,
Ivan, works as a cook at the Krasnaya Polyana Sanatorium, and her
mother, Varvara, is a housewife.

The Goryachev family is rather large—three sons and four daughters
—and since Valya is the youngest, she has always been the pet. | started
calling at her house soon after we met. We had a good deal in common
—we both liked books, skating and the theater. Every time I got leave
I would race off to the Goryachevs’ on Chicherin Street. 1 often took
my buddies along.

I felt at home with Valya’s family. lvan was a fine cook and made
especially good belyashi, a kind of meat pie favored by the Ural Cos-
sacks. We always fell to with a hearty appetite. Our rations at school
were not bad, but belyashi was never on the menu.

When our potato digging ended, the squadron went back to winter
quarters at school. 1 had no chance to see Valya because we had to get
down to intensive training for the parade to commemorate the Socialist
Revolution. I'm a fairly good footslogger but I never made it up front.
On the holiday, when the school paraded through the streets of Oren-
burg, Valya spotted me in the ranks and we smiled at each other.

Furlough Home

I spent the holidays with her and then went home on furlough.
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Nobody at Gzhatsk had ever seen me in uniform, with stripes besides—
| was now the platoon sergeant. Gzhatsk was growing and more and
more new houses were being built. Dad and Mom were quietly growing
old. Sis and my elder brother were doing what they could to help them
out. Our little Boris had grown into a young man of 20. I was glad that
1 would be able to help the old folks more when I became an officer.

I dropped in at my old school to say hello to my teachers and former
classmates.

I was home, but I found myself missing Orenburg. The school had
become my second home and then, of course, there was Valya. Mom
sensed that, and when we two were alone one evening she asked what
was bothering me. We had an old childhood rule not to keep secrets
from our parents, and I told Mom about Valya.

“Are you planning to marry her?” she asked.

I hadn’t decided yet. I was against hasty marriages. And besides,
I couldn’t support a family on a cadet’s pay.

“If you love her,” said Mom, “marry her—but for life, like Dad
and me, for better or worse. And always share everything.”

After that she began to look at me differently and offered me some
useful advice.

“A good millstone,” she liked to say, “will grind everything; a bad
one will be ground to dust itself.”

I didn’t spend my entire furlough at home; I went back to Orenburg.
I didn’t have to tell my squadron buddies and the officers why I had
come back earlier; they understood. So did Valya. Our friendship
gradually ripened into love. On my birthday she gave me two photo-
graphs of herself. In one she was wearing a nurse’s smock, and in the
other her Sunday best. On the back of the second photo she wrote,
in a handwriting very much like mine, “Remember, Yuri, that we
forge our own happiness. Do not bow to fate. The art of waiting is
a great art. Keep this feeling in your heart until that happiest of mo-
ments when we shall be together. March 9, 1957. Valya.”

Valya was right. We did indeed forge our own happiness.

Our Sputnik in the Sky

At last came the long awaited day of my first flight in a MIG. How
beautiful it looked glistening in the sun, deltoid wings turned neatly
back toward the fin! A harmony of proud bold lines!

“Jet working!” came the cry, and shuddering, as though in eager
anticipation, the plane roared along the take-off strip. I took over and
knew at once that this ship was different from those 1 had grown used
to and that I would have to work hard to learn to fly it as well as I
did the others,

First 1 took the back seat, then the front seat with the instructor
behind, then the instructor sat back and watched me at the controls.
It was only after he was certain 1 would do all right that he let me
take a MIG up for a solo flight. It went off the same way as my first
solo in the YAK-18. It was with the same thrill that I took off, de-
scribed a broad circle in the cloudless sky and, pleased as Punch,
returned to the airfield, convinced that higher speeds take harder
flying. I did a lot of flying between then and graduation exams.

We were out on the airfield every day from morning to evening
preparing for exams. It was at that time the great event took place
that astonished the world—the first Soviet artificial earth satellite was
launched. I remember Yuri Dergunov running up and yelling, “Sputnik!
It’s our sputnik in the sky!” Again what had been written about so
much in the world press, what people had talked about so much, had
come true.

When we got back from the airfield in the evening, we gathered
around the radio for news flashes about the movement of the world’s
first “cosmonaut.” Many of the cadets were already rattling off the
main elements of the sputnik’s flight—its velocity of 8,000 meters
(26,400 feet) a second, a speed difficult to grasp; its apogee and peri-
gee; the angle of its orbital tilt to the equatorial plane; the cities
above which it had already passed and those it would be passing.

It was a pity, we thought, that it wouldn’t be flying over Orenburg.
Sputnik was the main topic of conversation, and its round-the-earth
flight had the school on tenterhooks. Everybody—cadets, instructors,
officers—kept asking, “What next?”

Man for Space

My pal Valentin Zlobin assured us excitedly, “In 15 years from now,
fellows, we'll be sending a man into space.”

Kolya Repin said, “Well, that’s as sure as eggs are eggs. But who?
It won’t be us. By that time we’ll be too old. When you get older, your
reactions slow down, your vision is dimmed and you don’t think so
fast.”

We argued about who it would be. Some thought it would certainly
be a scientist, an academician; others thought it would be an engineer.
There were those who favored a doctor, a biologist, a deep-sea diver.
I hoped it would be a test pilot. If it were an airman, he would have to
know a great deal about science and engineering. A space vehicle, we
thought—our ideas at the time were very hazy—would naturally be


















name, Lenin said, “In starting on socialist changes, we must clearly set
before ourselves the goal toward which they are directed in the final analysis
—namely, the creation of a communist society. . . .”

Building Socialism

It was under the most difficult condition of foreign military intervention
and civil war that the young Soviet Republic took its first steps along an
unbeaten path of history. And it was the Communist Party that guided
its steps.

With the October Socialist Revolution an accomplished fact and the old
program largely effected, the Party had to work out a new one to suit the
changed situation. The new program for the all-out socialist construction
of the country was adopted by the Eighth Congress of the Party in 1919,

Life had demonstrated the vitality of the principles on which the Party’s
program was based, principles that had grown out of the country’s his.
torical development. The first program, adopted in 1903, declared that a
revolution was inevitable in Russia, and the revolution took place. The
program adopted in 1919 proclaimed the construction of a socialist society
in Russia, and that society was built.

“We can declare with pride,” Nikita S. Khrushchev said recently, “that
the program worked out by Lenin has been put into practice by our Party.
Socialism in the Soviet Union has triumphed completely and for all time.
Today the Soviet people are successfully building communism.”

The goal of all Communist Party activity has been to build the new
society. That is manifest in all major decisions made by Party congresses
since the October Revolution.

Industrializing a Backward Russia

With the Civil War still under way, Lenin advanced the idea of electri-
fying the country within a 20-year period. In March 1920 the Party’s Ninth
Congress adopted a resolution “On the Immediate Tasks of Economic De-
velopment.” The chief point in the Lenin plan was Russia’s electrification
as the most important condition for the rehabilitation of the national
economy and its subsequent reconstruction on the basis of advanced tech-
niques.

There were innumerable skeptics who called the plan for electrification
fantastic. Not the delegates to the congress, however. They were men who
could see into the future. Many of them had come to Moscow directly from
the fighting fronts, but war was not their calling. They were Communists,
and Communists are by nature profound lovers of peace. Their element is
creative work and their goal is communism, the acme of human creative
work and happiness.

When the thunder of the Civil War battles subsided and the long awaited
peace came, industrial and agricultural reconstruction began in earnest
and made unbelievably rapid headway. The Party’s Tenth Congress and
those that followed kept the country’s eyes centered on the major problem—
economic development. The general line of the Party, worked out by
Lenin, was to transform backward peasant Russia in a short span of time
into an advanced industrial country with a modern agriculture. The Party
regarded the country’s industrialization as a paramount condition for
building socialism.

The plans for socialist construction worked out by the Party were fought
with violence by those classes hostile to the people. Although they had been
defeated on the battlefield, they did not lay down their weapons. The
ideology of those classes could not but influence the unstable and vacillating
elements in the Party. And this led to the appearance within the Party of
opposition groups which resisted the Party’s line on the building of
socialism. What the arguments of the opposition amounted to in the final
analysis was that socialism could not be built in the Soviet Union so long
as it was the only socialist country in the world. This was the argument of
people who had no faith in the power of the working class allied with the
peasantry, people who were f{rightened by the difficulties they foresaw.
Time and events proved their arguments invalid. Led by the Party, the
Soviet people went on to build socialism.

When the Fourteenth Congress of the Party met in 1925, the country,
ravaged by the First World War and foreign intervention, was nearing
complete rehabilitation. The congress proclaimed in its resolutions the
Leninist course of rapid development of large-scale heavy industry, one
that could supply the new machines needed by industry, transport and
agriculture.

The Fifteenth Congress of the Party, in 1927, held that the country’s
development could not successfully proceed with a large-scale socialist
industry on the one hand and a multitude of small peasant holdings farmed
with primitive hand implements on the other. The congress adopted a reso-
lution calling for the launching of the all-out collectivization of agriculture
and for large-scale socialist farm production based on new techniques. The
resolution cautioned against forcing the peasants into collective farms. It
declared that participation must be strictly voluntary.

It was the Fifteenth Congress that proposed the first five-year plan for
national economic development. This plan, sponsored by the Communists
and approved by all the people, marked an important stage in the coun-
try’s progress toward an unparalleled flourishing of our country’s economy
and culture and a higher standard of living. The first five-year plan was
completed ahead of schedule—in four years and three months. Subsequent
Party congresses initiated the second five-year plan for the years 1933-37
and the third five-year plan for the years 1938-42. This last plan was inter-
rupted by Nazi Germany’s attack on the Soviet Union.

After Germany was defeated, the country resumed its peaceful labors.
The fourth five-year plan was begun in 1946. The first postwar congress,
the Ninteenth, mapped out the fifth five-year plan.
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The Twentieth Congress—Building Communism

The Twentieth Congress of the Party met in February 1956. The Central
Committee’s report, delivered by Nikita S. Khrushchev, presented a pro-
found and comprehensive analysis of the international and domestic situa-
tion, a review of the Party’s work after the Nineteenth Congress and a
formulation of the major theses which were an important contribution to
the theory and practice of building communism. The entire world followed
the deliberations of the congress, which was natural. The country had
entered a period when the building of a communist society was no longer
a point in the Party program but had become an immediate and practical
task of the Party and the people. Industry was developing apace, agriculture
was advancing rapidly, science was making monumental strides, and living
standards were rising—all this was a solid foundation for creating the
abundance of material and cultural values required for building a com-
munist society, under which the principle “from each according to his
ability, to each according to his needs” would prevail.

Since in its movement toward communism the Soviet Union has to attain
the world’s highest productive level, one of the cardinal tasks the Twentieth
Congress set the Party and the people was to catch up with and surpass in
the briefest possible time the most developed capitalist countries in per
capita output,

The congress underscored the fact that in our present epoch socialism
was no longer confined to one country but had developed into a world
system and thereby created new conditions for the solution of domestic and
international problems. At the congress Nikita S. Khrushchev developed
the Leninist principle of peaceful coexistence of countries with different
social systems as it applies to the present epoch, when there are two world
camps,

Marxism teaches that socialism will inevitably be victorious in all coun-
tries. Answering the question of how this will happen, the congress resolu-
tions emphasized that the victory would not come as a result of the “export”
of revolution. Revolution by “export” is alien to the Marxist concept of
the historical process. Marxists hold that the victory of socialism will come
as a natural and inevitable result of the development of and the struggle
between internal contradictions, from which no capitalist country is free.

Of great importance are the theses formulated by the congress: that the
forms through which different countries will pass toward socialism are
varied, that the socialist revolution may develop peacefully, and that the
possibility of the latter is becoming greater in our time.

The Twentieth Congress arrived at the important conclusion that under
present world conditions war is not inevitable, that it can be averted and
peace preserved by the concerted effort of all peaceloving people.

The congress discussed overcoming the personality cult, which is alien
to Marxism-Leninism. It boldly and in a principled manner criticized the
errors relating to Stalin’s cult of personality and outlined measures to
completely eliminate its consequences.

The Party was thoroughly aware of the fact that this open discussion
would be grist for the mill of the Soviet Union’s enemies, but it was moved
by considerations of Marxist principle and the interests of communist con-
struction. In coming out against the personality cult it was necessary, above
all, to make certain that no such thing would happen in the future, that
guidance of the Party would be based on the Leninist principle of collec-
tive leadership with the active participation of millions of working people.

The Seven-Year Plan

Once the program of the Twentieth Congress had been carried through.
the country entered a new period in its development, the period of com-
munist construction. At this historic juncture the Party convened its Ex-
traordinary Twenty-first Congress on January 27, 1959.

The major report, given by Nikita S. Khrushchev, bore the title “Target
Figures for the Economic Development of the Soviet Union, 1959-1965.” It
was a draft for a seven-year plan that had been discussed throughout the
country for months before the congress met. It was a great day for our big
Soviet family, particularly for those of us who belonged to the older
generation and remembered the difficulties and achievements of building
socialism. The seven-year plan became a component part of the program for
communist construction, and, as a result, the country has stepped up its
pace toward the communist future.

The Soviet people have been meeting these seven-year plan target figures
much ahead of schedule. The decisions of the last Party congress are being
translated into spaceships, bumper crops, huge housing projects, new towns
built on waste steppes.

And now, once again, the Soviet people are preparing for a Party Con-
gress, the Twenty-second, to convene in Moscow in October. It will review
the Party’s work for the past two years, discuss urgent tasks facing the
Party and the country, and consider major problems of theory and practice
of communist construction.

Nikita S. Khrushchev will deliver the Central Committee’s report and
speak on the draft of the new Party program; Frol Kozlov will present the
changes proposed in the Party Rules. The congress will also elect the
Party’s central bodies.

The agenda item relating to the Party program is of more than im-
mediate significance. The present program was adopted more than forty
years ago. In the period since, the country has made giant strides forward.
The new program will sum up the progress made and scientifically define
the ways of building a communist society.

Traditionally, the Soviet people greet their Party congresses with new
creative projects, with higher production levels, with some added contribu-
tion to the national effort. Greetings to this Twenty-second Congress bid
fair to outdo all tributes to previous Party congresses.
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EXPLORING THE LIVING CELL

N THE MODEST six-story gray building

on Maklin Avenue in Leningrad that
houses the Institute of Cytology of the USSR
Academy of Sciences, physiologists and bio-
chemists, morphologists, geneticists and bio-
physicists, opticians and radio engineers are
working together to probe the microscopic
secrets of the living cell.

The institute was founded by Dmitri
Nasonov, a gifted researcher, dedicated teach-
er and courageous fighter, who left his lab-
oratory in the grim July days of 1941, when
German boots were trampling Soviet .soil, to
join the army as a volunteer and fight at
the front in the defense of Leningrad. Na-
sonov’s portrait hangs on a wall above the
desk of Afanasi Troshin, Corresponding Mem-
ber of the Academy of Sciences, who became
the institute’s director when Nasonov died in
1957. It is the portrait of a scientist and a
fighter, the image retained by all who knew
him and embodied in the work of the institute
he created.

Nasonov conceived the idea of “synthetic”
cytology, the integrated exploration of the
cell. The study of the living cell is so com-
plex that when cytology began to develop
as an independent research area it soon
subdivided. Each of the separate divisions
investigated a narrow aspect—structure or
chemistry or morphology. But the cell is a
self-contained entity, and researchers found
that not only must all these biological sub-
divisions be linked but that other sciences—
chemistry and physics—must be called on for
their contributions.

In the institute’s ten laboratories scientists
in many disciplines are engaged in an inte-
grated study of the cell. In one laboratory it
is subjected to extremes of cold and heat, in
another to ultraviolet rays. In the basement,
behind thick concrete walls, it is exposed to
powerful X-rays. It is stimulated with electric
current, whirled in high-speed centrifuges,
poisoned, dismembered. And at batteries of
instruments are researchers examining self-
recorded graphs, checking dial readings,
studying oscillograph curves and peering
into microscopes.’

Alexei Yudin is one of the institute’s
younger researchers. He specializes in trans-
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planting the nuclei of amoebae. This must be
done to determine the relative importance of
the nucleus and the cytoplasm in the life of
the cell.

His microscope, with its formidable array
of screws and knobs, is a far cry from the
conventional laboratory instrument. Yudin
places two amoebae under the microscope. He
is going to “operate” on them—to transplant
the nucleus of one amoeba to another.

To the naked eye an amoeba would appear
as a tiny gray-white speck about a quarter
the size of the period at the end of this
sentence. Imagine transplanting something
about one-hundredth the size of this speck—
that is the nucleus.

Yudin does the transfer with a micro-
manipulator attached to the microscope. At
the operating end of the manipulator are a
minute loop and a glass pin. He drives the
amoeba into the loop and then with the pin
carefully transfers the nucleus of one amoeba
to the other. The operation requires the
utmost delicacy. It took Yudin a year to per-
fect the technique. He had to make the glass
instruments himself and learn how to aim the
pin at the nucleus. All that preliminary work
is happily in the past and now he is doing the
actual research.

Living Light Signals

At the turn of the century researchers
noticed that a cell subjected to the light of a
mercury lamp radiates a barely perceptible
violet glow. This phosphorescence was so
weak and varied so little from living to dead
matter that scientists did not see the possibili-
ties it offered for peering into the cell until
1956 when Leningrad optician Yefim Brum-
berg, a Doctor of Science in Engineering,
suggested that the faint violet glow was actu-
ally part of a much stronger radiation in the
invisible ultraviolet spectrum, readily detec-
table on a photographic plate.

He designed and built a special microscope
to check his idea. By then biologists knew
that many of the cell substances displayed
phosphorescent properties under light. Brum-
berg’s discovery made it possible to study
these substances in the living cell.

With a group of biologists Brumberg con-
ducted a series of experiments in the insti-
tute’s laboratory of microscopic research and
made an important discovery—that the bril-
liance of the phosphorescence is determined
by the condition of the cell. It is the cell
signaling, so to speak, how it feels.

Now comes the problem of reading these
signals, a job that presents even more diffi-
culty than deciphering the Mayan inscriptions,
recently accomplished with the help of an
electronic computer. It has been found that
the phosphorescence of blood corpuscles dif-
fers in a healthy and an ailing body. The
blood cells of an irradiated animal emit a spe-
cific phosphorescence.

Thus, “synthetic” cytology, in which biol-
ogists cooperate with physicists, is beginning
to uncover another secret of the cell.

Frozen Sleep

Can you imagine the thermometer —183 °C.
(—297°F.) ? We have no normal parallel for
cold that intense. It was long taken for
granted that no living organism could stand
temperature that low.

This is a misconception, declares Professor
Lev Lozina-Lozinsky, Doctor of Science in
Biology, who heads the institute’s laboratory
that studies how cells and more complex liv-
ing organisms adjust to changed environ-
ments. Professor Lozina-Lozinsky has demon-
strated that a European corn borer caterpillar
adapts itself so that it can stay alive for many
days in liquid oxygen at —297 °F.

Place a flower in liquid oxygen, take it out,
tap it with a hammer—it breaks with a silvery
tinkle. Drop a live frog into liquid oxygen,
take it out after a few minutes, drop it on the
ground—it cracks like a piece of thick glass.

Experiments like these can be carried on
indefinitely, and always with the same con-
clusion—that living tissue freezes at these
low temperatures. The normally constituted
cell is 70-80 per cent water, and this water
turns into ice crystals that tear the cell and
structures.

But let us return to the corn borer we spoke
of earlier. We put the caterpillar in a test tube
and place the tube in a Dewar flask containing


































































SOCIALISM AND

EST SUMMER two large groups of New York University history

students and their professors came to the Soviet Union to see for
themselves “the great social experiment of your country,” as they
phrased it. They asked whether a discussion on problems of communism
could be arranged. The answer, of course, was in the affirmative. I was
one of those who participated in this verbal exchange.

They were genuinely interested in learning about the social structure
of our country and the communist society we are building, as indeed
are practically all our foreign visitors.

They wanted to know: What is the difference between the rnaterial
and technical basis of communist society and the basis of the most
developed capitalist countries? What happens to private property under
communism? How will the communist principle of distribution “to each
according to his needs” operate? Can a society exist without state rule?

What they were asking, in effect, was the difference between socialism
and communism, a very pertinent question now that the Soviet people
have already built socialism and have begun to build communism.

Stages in the Development of Society

Man’s history is made up of a number of consecutive socio-economic
stages—primitive-communal, slave-owning, feudal, capitalist and com-
munist-——that follow each other in that progressively higher sequence.

The general law of development also operates within each of the
stages. The capitalist stage, for example, has two phases—industrial
capitalism followed by monopoly capitalism.

The communist stage also has two basic phases. The first, or lower
phase, is socialism; the second or higher—communism. “The scientific
difference between socialism and communism,” said Lenin, “is only
that the first word means the lower stage of a new society emerging
from capitalism ; the second word—its higher, succeeding stage.” Social-
ism and communism are two phases of one and the same communist
stage. They have many features in common, but there are also substantial
differences. Under both socialism and communism the method of pro-
duction is based on public ownership of the means of production. The
process of production is characterized by the mutual assistance and
cooperation of workers freed from exploitation. These relations become
more developed and are perfected in the higher phase. Under both
socialism and communism the aim of production is the maximum satis-
faction of the growing material and cultural needs of society through
the steady growth and improvement of production on the basis of the
highest technique.

The guiding principle of socialism is: “From each according to his
ability, to each according to his work.” The guiding principle of com-
munism, the more advanced phase, is: “From each according to his
ability, to each according to his needs.”

In both phases the economy develops according to the law of the
planned (proportional) development of the national economy. With the
transition to communism, the integrated planning of the economy, based
on this economic law, is more comprehensive and more complete.

Under both socialism and communism everyone is required to work.
Public ownership by its very nature excludes parasitism. It makes people
take an equally responsible attitude toward labor when everyone is
obliged to work. The attitude toward work as the primary requirement
of life, when people, in Lenin’s words, “will work voluntarily according
to their abilities,” is characteristic of communist society. In both phases
the dominating ideology is the communist one, the scientific, Marxist-
Leninist world outlook. It should be noted that during the first phase,
which as the result of the Socialist Revolution arises directly from
capitalism, society is not yet free from the survivals of capitalism. Soviet
society, for example, still has to fight against manifestations of greed
and narrow self-interest opposed to the public interest. We have cases
of antisocial behavior, of parasitism, of abuse of public trust.

But in a socialist society these are abnormal phenomena, a legacy of
the dog-eat-dog capitalist past. They are fought not only with legal
weapons but with the more fundamental and more certain correctives of
public pressure and education.

Under socialism are laid the economic, social and moral foundations
of the new social system. These foundations are comprehensively de-
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veloped during the higher phase, which in turn leads to the appearance
of features inherent only in communism.

Communism is the end product of the progressive development of all
previous history; it is the beginning of a new stage in social evolution.
Communism preserves and multiplies all man’s store of material and
spiritual values. It brings an era of unprecedented creativity in tech-
nology, science, the arts; it permits the full flowering of the human
personality.

Under communism, with its unified and comprehensive economic plan
for the whole country, a tremendous all-round development of social
production takes place. Planning under socialism and communism opens
up horizons for economic development impossible for any previous
social system.

Communism, having arisen on the basis of the achievements of social-
ism, ensures the most complete and most integrated development of
every branch of the national economy. It permits production on a scale
large enough to meet all the needs of society as a whole and of each
individual. Thus, under communism, a sufficient amount of material
wealth is created to realize the ultimate goal of this society: “From each
according to his ability, to each according to his needs.”

Everything hitherto achieved during all of man’s previous develop-
ment will pale by comparison with the unmeasurable progress of tech-
nology, science and the production of material and cultural values
possible under a developed communism. This will be the most highly
organized, the most healthy, harmonious, active and viable society, one
without war, unemployment, hunger and all the other misfortunes that
plague our world today.

A high standard of living, advances in medicine, mass participation
in body-building sports will make for a much lower death rate and a
higher birth rate. In the course of one generation the average span of
life in our country has increased by approximately 20 years. In the near
future mankind will wipe out cancer, heart disease, arthritis and other
such disabling and killing ailments. Medical progress and living condi-
tions far superior to those known now will increase longevity to 100-150

years or more.
During the past century the population of our planet increased by

about a billion. Under communism the population will grow many times
that, but there will be no “problem™ of overpopulation. Each member
of society will be able to find worthy application for his abilities and
talents and will receive sufficient remuneration for his work to enable
him to fully satisfy all his needs.

“From Each According to His Ability,
to Each According to His Needs”

It would be a mistake to limit this basic principle of communist
society to consumption. It actually expresses the two inseparable and
most important aspects of life in communist society—the highest stage
in the development of production and consumption.

The principle of communism demands that every member of society
work for society according to his abilities. This is a necessary condition
for the production of enough material and cultural values to satisfy
everyone’s needs. The all-round development of the abilities of the work-
ing people in communist society will make it possible to achieve an
abundance of consumer goods, without which distribution according
to requirements is unattainable. Once society is able to operate by this
principle, it will mean that full social equality has been achieved.

Here again there is a difference between the two phases of com-
munism. Under socialism equality is achieved with reference to the
ownership of the means of production; that is to say, society is not
divided, as is the case under capitalism, into a minority owning the
means of production and living by the work of others, and a majority
deprived of the means of production and forced to sell its manpower
to earn a living. Under socialism all members of society are equal and
collective owners of the means of production. But there still remains
certain inequalities in people’s living standards, since a worker under
socialism is paid according to the work he does and not according to
his needs, as is true under communism.

Since people vary in ability and live differently—one is married,
another single, one has a big family, another a small one—it is apparent
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that distribution according to work cannot result in equal living
standards for all.

Karl Marx wrote that special abilities are gifts granted by nature
to individuals. In a society where payment is in terms of work done,
these gifts will necessarily make for inequalities. Only the transition
from the socialist principle of distribution according to work to the
communist principle of distribution according to needs will guarantee
full equality, regardless of the privileges granted by nature.

Work Will Become a Joy and Prime Necessity

There are those who think this principle of communism utopian.
They declare that society can never reach a level of labor productivity
high enough to provide an abundance of commodities and services, that
the most society can aspire to is a more or less equal distribution of
incomes. They also say, “Why should people want to work hard when
all their requirements are met anyway? Only fools like work for its
own sake.”

Throughout man’s history work has been necessary for subsistence.
But under conditions where socialism has been achieved and commu-
nism is being built, work takes on new meaning. What we call the
communist attitude toward work already begins to appear under social-
ism. Its unique characteristic is civic consciousness. A person does his
best work not merely for himself and his family but for society as a
whole.

These characteristic features will be even more universal under com-
munism. Work will be the prime spiritual and physical necessity for
people. They will not be able to live without creativity which will be a
source of inspiration to them, the meaning of their life and activity. The
mental and physical abilities of every man will develop to the utmost
in the process of work.

The material and technical base and the production relations of com-
munist society will make it possible to transform work from an arduous
chore into enjoyment. It will become pleasant and creative, light and
enobling, attractive and a source of great satisfaction. Children will
learn to look upon work as their primary duty to the society in which
they live. This conscious and voluntary work discipline will be a part
of man’s character. And if certain individuals break the rules of com-
munist society by refusing to contribute their labor for the general
good, the force of public opinion will set them right.

The seed of this communist attitude toward work has been growing
since the Socialist Revolution. Lenin pointed out that communism begins
when selflessness is shown in coping with difficult work, when rank-and-
file workers are anxious to boost labor productivity and to preserve
every pood of wheat, coal, iron and other products not alone because
it will profit those *“near and dear” to them, but also “those far away”—
society as a whole, tens and hundreds of millions of people. Expanding
on this idea, he said that communism is work people do for society,
work which is not paid for, work for which no quotas are set by the
authorities or the state.

The shoots of communism in work can already be seen. Soviet people
cannot conceive of a life without conscientious and valiant labor. This
is the juncture at which work ceases to be merely a means of making
a livelihood and begins to be a vital necessity. The first signs of a process
that Lenin termed the transition “from the shoots of communism to
complete communism” are already evident.

Personal Property Under Communism

Public ownership of the means of production does not preclude
ownership of personal property. People will have for their personal use
everything that satisfies their tastes and requirements. Communism
means the elimination of class inequality, the inequality between those
with property and those without. It does not propose a leveling of the
needs and wants of people; people’s wants and needs differ. Quite the
contrary, communism envisages the widest possible development of the
individual tastes and requirements of all members of society.

One still hears the silly and altogether groundless canard that com-
munists are against personal property and that they want to reduce all
individual requirements to a common denominator. As long ago as

By Tsolak Stepanyan
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1848 Marx and Engels wrote in the Communist Manifesto, “We Com-
munists have been reproached with the desire of abolishing the right
of personally acquiring property as the fruit of a man’s own labor,
which property is alleged to be the groundwork of all personal freedom,
activity and independence. . . . We by no means intend to abolish this
personal appropriation of the products of labor, an appropriation that
is made for the maintenance and reproduction of human life, and that
leaves no surplus wherewith to command the labor of others. . . . Com-
munism deprives no man of the power to appropriate the products of
society; all it does is to deprive him of the power to subjugate the labor
of others by means of such appropriation.” Later, in 1875, in his
Critique of the Gotha Program, Marx developed this idea and wrote
that in a communist society “nothing can become man’s property
except personal consumer goods.”

With the transition from socialism to communism will come a change
in man’s psychology. He will want to own individually only those things
that are needed to make his life happy and his work creative. The self-
ishness and egoism that feeds on hoarded wealth will be entirely alien
to people in a communist society.

The Freedoms Under Communism

Communism, even in its first phase, does away with all class contra-
dictions and the other manifestations of a society divided into classes.
Communism, by Marx’s definition, is a free association of working
people. Even in its socialist phase, all its people have—in fact and ‘not
only in word—such inalienable and guaranteed rights and freedoms as
the right to a job, to rest and leisure, to free education, to free medical
service, to maintenance in old age and disability.

Even in its socialist phase the level of individual freedom is ex-
tremely high. Under communism these rights and freedoms are further
buttressed by these two greatest of values—the freedom of creative labor
and the complete satisfaction of the material and spiritual requirements
of working people and their families.

A major indication of the gradual maturation of communism in our
country is the manifold development of democracy. The further devel-
opment of democracy will cause a great upsurge in the social activities
of the members of society and will ensure the participation of all the
members of society in a conscientious and well-ordered administration
of the economic and: cultural life of society. Consequently, under com-
munism there will be no need for the state, i.e., no need for a special
apparatus whose function is the administration of society.

Complete and well developed democracy means the versatile, con-
scientious participation of the citizenry in social production and dis-
tribution to a point where the special administrative apparatus we call
the state is superfluous. “The society,” wrote Engels, “that organizes
production anew on the basis of the free and equal association of pro-
ducers will put the whole state machine where it will then belong: in
the museum of antiquities, side by side with the spinning wheel and
the bronze ax.”

Only one function of the state will not wither away, the administration
of the processes of social production and distribution. The forms of this
administration will take shape as socialist society develops. In the first
years after Soviet power was established, Lenin sketched the outlines
of the future communist apparatus of economic administration. With
communism he foresaw the disappearance of all the organs of the
socialist state except the Supreme Council of National Economy, the
prototype of the present regional economic councils, which he predicted
would grow, develop and become stronger.

Organs of that type enlisting large sections of the population in
managing the various sectors of the country’s life will be called upon
to perform the main functions of a developed communist society. The
socialist apparatus of economic and cultural administration, emphasized
Lenin, is the only one of all the state establishments destined to retain
its place.

Thus, with the complete elimination of class distinctions and the
withering away of the state will come a communist association in
which the free development of each member is a sine qua non for the
free development of all.
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ing of responsibility for another? Therein is the very essence of
socialist morality.

I remember an article in /zvestia by Paltsev, an engineer at the
Leninsky State Farm in the virgin land territory. He wrote about a gift
the farm had received from a man by the name of Vasili Vershinin
who lived in Moscow. The Muscovite had presented his personal library
with many rare items that had taken him 40 years to collect to the
people who were doing pioneer farming in Kazakhstan.

Who is Vasili Vershinin? He is a veteran of the Civil War, a worker
now on pension, a reticent man who was not looking for praise.
But the people on that distant farm insisted he visit them as their
honored guest.

This kind of quiet altruism is by no means the rare thing in our
country. One meets it everywhere. The mark of the Soviet man is
his readiness to help his fellows, his willingness to make sacrifices for
the general good. This is a quality that derives from the socialist way
of life, it is intrinsic in the society in which he is reared.

There are thousands upon thousands of Soviet men and women in
every branch of industry and agriculture, in every sphere of endeavor,
who seek out the most difficult jobs, those that most need doing. The
Soviet citizen knows that it is his industry, his farm, his country he

is working for.
“Work and Live in the Communist Way”—this is the slogan of a

movement that has spread like wildfire throughout the land. Member-
ship in a Communist Labor Team is an honor not easily come by, it
must be earned. Team members are obligated not only to work better
than their fellows but to serve as models of personal conduct. They
pledge to expand their store of knowledge, to broaden their cultural
horizon. They pledge to help each other grow as workers and as human
beings and to struggle against the remnants of the old way of life.

It is in this struggle that the character of the new man is formed,
the kind of individual Anton Chekhov envisioned when he said that
everything in man must be clean—his body, his clothes, his speech and
his soul.

Here is Valentin Otochkin, a fitter, who ‘works at a porcelain factory
near Novborod. Otochkin is a man upon whom everyone looks with
respect and admiration for the quantity and the quality of the work he
turns out. His fellow workers say that he “puts brains into his machine.”

Now why does a man like Otochkin work after hours to figure out
methods that will get more out of the machines he handles? Because
he takes pride in his work and knows that although his may be a small
addition to the country’s general progress, it is the aggregate of such
creative efforts that keeps the living standard rising. Offer to reimburse
Otochkin for the extra hours he spends studying his machine and you
embarrass him. This is his contribution to the general welfare.

The merchant psychology, the urge to make a fast ruble, is alien to
the socialist man. The end products of this psychology are greed and
stinginess. You can grow flowers in your own garden to sell for a
profit. But you can also grow a new species of rose and donate it to a
school garden or a park as thousands of Soviet gardeners are doing.

The people in a certain Turkmenian village decided to open a local
museum on their own. When the news reached Ashkhabad, the capital
of the republic, a group of well-known painters sent the village several
fine paintings that would have sold for a considerable sum. The artists
refused payment.

You would think that our elderly people retired on pension after
working a lifetime would be glad to enjoy a well-earned rest. But the
heart of the matter is that the Soviet citizen does not want to live
for himself alone. He feels the need to do things for others. He refuses
to narrow his life down to the satisfaction of his own needs. That,
he feels, is to deprive life of all its meaning, all its grace and beauty.

That is what pensioner Vladimir Sobolevsky writes to one of our
newspapers. His letter could have been written by thousands of others
like him. “At first I felt very lonesome without my comrades at the
shop and bored without my work. Then I began to help out at the
district library. Now 1 work there five days a week, without pay, of
course—my pension is enough to live on. I’'m needed there and, be-
lieve me, the fact that I am has taken years off my age.”

At the Lenin Works in Saratov 120 veterans of labor are helping
young workers perfect their skills. In Magnitogorsk a group of pen-
sioners working at the Museum of Local Lore wrote a history of the
Civil War in the Urals. Orenburg pensioners make regular visits to
the state farms in their district to help with cultural activities. In the
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Russian Federation there are some 4,000 Pensioners Councils. The
contribution of these elderly citizens take all sorts of forms. No matter
the age of our people, they want to be counted among those who are
building the future.

I recently visited volunteer design groups at the auto plant and the
shipyard in the city of Gorky. These groups are made up of workers
and engineers who meet evenings and weekends—on their own time,
that is—to work out mechanization problems that will increase their
plants’ production. Do they have to? Not at all. They do it because
they want to. These are socially minded men, not self-seekers. There
are groups like these at many factories in the Urals, Siberia and Central
Russia.

“Volunteer work” and “public undertaking” are among the most
commonly used expressions in the Soviet vocabulary today. The point is
not that the state saves by work done gratis—that is inconsequential.
It is the underlying psychology that is important, the fact that man’s
character under the influence of collectivism, of common interest, is
changing.

The new way of life is fighting successfully against the old. True,
we still have the dishonest and unscrupulous, the loafer and the money-
grubber. But one must remember that the higher the morality of Soviet
society as a whole, the more sharply will the dirt stand out against its
clean white surface. The stronger its ethical consciousness, the less
willing will the public be to put up with those who are corrupt. The
more actively the people purge life of its ugliness, the more they will
learn to recognize its beauty. The main thing is the general trend, the
direction which society takes.

Police patroling the streets—that is a common enough sight in any
city in any country. But people’s squads patroling the streets—that is
a new phenomenon, one of the more recent manifestations of Soviet
democracy. The reason for these volunteer groups is not that our
police are unable to cope with their job or that crime is rampant, but
that the people are gradually taking over powers previously exercised
by official agencies. In this case factory and office workers and students
are taking over the functions of the police.

Foreman Ivan Chuvivovsky’s team in the machine shop of the
Kuznetsk Metallurgy Plant in Stalinsk patrols the streets of the town
evenings after work and does as good a job of keeping law and order
as the police. The squad can call on the police for help, if necessary,
but it seldom has to. The function of squads like foreman Chuvivovsky’s
is not primarily to catch lawbreakers. They serve as moral rather than
physical deterrents. Their weapons are example and persuasion.

How many examples we could cite of this collective consciousness—
man making himself responsible for the well being and happiness of
his neighbors and workmates. Here is Dr. Maria Petukhova, who lives
in the remote Yakutian village of Konkudera, too small a place to be
on any map. Village life seems to center around her. She organizes
the village club activities, helps the teachers at the school, works with
others to set up a radio relay station—and all this with a busy practice.
There are many Petukhovas in the Soviet Union.

Everyone in the country was thrilled by the news of the first manned
space flight. The pride the people felt in Soviet science and engineer-
ing, in the heroic flight of Yuri Gagarin, was a very personal pride, a
collective pride. It was the realization of a common hope, the success
of a common effort.

And Yuri Gagarin himself. He is not the hero who stands alone and
lonely, isolated from the people. His personal heroism is the aggregate,
so to speak, of the work and talent and strength of all the people who
built the spaceship and did the vast amount of groundwork that made
the flight possible.

In our country everything is done to help people develop their poten-
tialities, to find an application for their talents. They do not remain
narrow specialists. The collective farmer Terentii Maltsev lectures at
the Academy of Agriculture on his original method of crop cultivation,
the miner Nikolai Likhachev sings Radamas in an amateur production
of Aida.

There are millions of Soviet people working in mines, factories,
laboratories and on farms who spend their free time at creative activ-
ities—painting, music, dramatics—at the numerous clubs and people’s
theaters.

Thus, spiritual values of permanent worth are created to enrich the
new man and the new world he is building—a world of reason and
truth, of friendship and happiness. -




























































































































our spaceship with experimental animals on board and a dummy in the
pilot’s seat.

The cosmodrome is a big affair some distance from public roads, staffed
by highly qualified engineers and technicians who assemble and prepare
powerful rockets with spaceships for launching. This is where the spaceships
start off for the sky.

We were shown a light red-haired dog with dark spots. 1 picked her up.
Zvezdochka weighed no more than 13 pounds. I caressed the animal and
she trustingly licked my hand.

I stared at the giant beacon—like structure towering.above the cosmodrome.
The people fussing around it looked very small by comparison. I looked
on as the final touches were being put on the rocket carrier. Zvezdochka
and her companions were raised in the lift and placed in the cabin that
sealed itself hermetically. A complete checkup of all the systems, then a
second, and finally a third. The time set was nearing. In a moment the
order for launching would be given.

During those few moments 1 could almost visualize myself in the cabin
of that spaceship heading upward toward the sky, going through that pre-
flight check.. Then the brief order—like a shot—and the tall, heavy multi-
stage rocket rose, almost unwillingly, above the launching pad amid the
roar of the engines and the flames that forced their way out of the nozzles.
The rocket, as though it were a living, thinking creature, hesitated for a
moment, trembled slightly, for a second or two hovered over the earth,
and then suddenly vanished from sight, leaving a seething whirlwind of
flames in its wake. It was all exactly as I had imagined it would be.

“That’s how we’ll see you off, too, Yuri,” one of the fellows remarked.

The next day I still carried the image of that launching with me. The
ship had already circled the planet and returned to its predetermined
place. Specialists, biologists and physicians were already fussing over the
dog, who had stood up excellently under the flight conditions. But I kept
thinking of what had taken place before my very eyes and what I myself
might soon be going through.

At home Valya asked why I was so pleased with myself and where I
kept disappearing to all the time.

“I'm going to fly to outer space. Get my bag ready, will you,” I said,
trying to be funny.

“I’s packed,” Valya answered, and I realized that she already knew all
about it.

We put our little girls to bed, had supper, and then began to talk seri-
ously. I said that the first flight to outer space would soon be coming and
that it was possible I would be the one to make it.

“But why you?” she asked.

I explained to her as best I could why I might be the one chosen. From
the way her face suddenly turned serious, from the expression in her eyes,
from the way her lips quivered and her voice changed, I could see she was
both proud and fearful, but that she was not going to say anything that
might worry me.

We talked most of the night, didn’t close our eyes for a minute, recalled
the past and built plans for the future. We pictured our daughters already
grown and married. We saw ourselves playing with our grandchildren.
When we had talked ourselves out, I asked Valya how she felt about the
test I was facing. She answered, “If you are sure of yourself, go ahead.
Everything will turn out all right.”

Cosmonaut No. 1

The time was drawing close. Almost any moment now we would be sent
to the Baikonur cosmodrome. I was terribly impatient. Never before had
I found it so hard to wait. I knew that the ship that was to make the flight
had been named Vostok (East)—so named because the sun rises in the east.

There was a send-off meeting of the Party just before we left with
speeches from those who were leaving for the cosmodrome and those who
were staying behind. Everyone assumed I had been chosen for the first
flight. My friends said, “We envy you, but in the way comrades should.
. . . Here’s wishing you a happy flight . . . When you come back from outer
space, don’t put on airs, don’t turn up your nose, stay as modest as you are
now.”

Then I was given the floor. I said, “I am proud and happy to be among
the first cosmonauts. I hope to do everything I can to carry out with honor
the assignment given me by the Party and the Government. Just as the big
collective of workers and scientists did with the spaceship they created, I
want to dedicate my flight to the 22nd Congress of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union.”

Several of the space pilots were flown to the cosmodrome in case of last
minute emergency changes. All that had to happen was for the first candi-
date to get a speck in his eye, or for his temperature to go up half a degree,
or for his pulse rate to speed up five beats and he would have to be re-
placed. The others were just as ready for the flight as I. A physician ac-
companied us to the cosmodrome. The ship was ready to start exactly at
the hour and minute specified.

That very night we flew to the cosmodrome. Yevgeni Anatolyevich, our
commander, doctor and mentor, went with us. He is a man of rare charm
and tact who has been looking after flyers for twenty years. He worked
with us from. the very first day, and, as he said, we had no secrets from
him. He knew more about each of us than we knew about ourselves. Nikolai
Kamanin came along with us also. He was one of the first to win the
Hero of the Soviet Union award and has trained many pilots.

Next to me sat my best friend, Cosmonaut No. 2, a fine flyer, a Communist,
a man with a wonderfully wholesome buoyancy. He, too, was looking down
at the earth as it floated past us, and was probably thinking the same
things I was. At times our eyes met and we smiled, understanding each
other without words. Some people had thought we ought not to be told of
the scheduled time of the flight until the last minute, so that we wouldn’t
be nervous and edgy. But I felt fine, and so did my friend who was ready
to take my place in the cabin of the Vostok.

At the cosmodrome they were waiting for us—many of the specialists we
knew and the chief designer. Also present was the “theoretician of cos-
monautics”—that is what we called the eminent Soviet scientist under
whose guidance the calculations for the space flight had been made.

Eve of the Flight

Time sped by rapidly. The day before the flight we were allowed a com-
plete rest. We listened to quiet music. In the evening we played a short game
of billiards and the doctor joined us for supper. For several days we had
been eating “d la cosmos,” tasty, nourishing food that we squeezed into
our mouths from tubes. We talked about our childhood, about books we had
read, about the future—not a word about the flight. The conversation was
lively, with a good deal of kidding around.

The chief designer came in. He was attentive and gracious, as usual.
He asked us no questions this time, said smiling, “Five years from now we’ll
probably be flying to outer space on a trade union pass.”

We laughed heartily. He liked the mood we were in. He glanced at his
wrist watch and left. I couldn’t detect the slightest apprehension. He seemed
to be just as sure of me as he was of himself.

The doctor attached several pickups to my body which would record
physiological functions. This is a rather lengthy and not particularly pleas-
ant procedure, but I had gone through it so many times during the training
period that I was used to it.

At 9:50 p.M. Yevgeni Anatolyevich checked my blood pressure, tempera-
ture, and pulse. Everything was normal—pressure, 115/75; temperature,
98.6; and pulse, 64.

“Now go to sleep,” he said.

I got into bed obediently. For several days we had been living by the
same schedule, like twins. We were indeed brothers, for we were united
by one great goal to which we henceforth devoted our lives. We traded a
joke or two. Yevgeni Anatolyevich came into the room. “Boys,” he said,
“how would you like something to help you fall asleep?” He put his hand
into the pocket of his hospital coat for some sleeping pills.

But we both refused to take any. Frankly, I don’t think he had any with
him. He was sure that we wouldn’t take any. I was asleep in a matter of
minutes.

After the flight Yevgeni Anatolyevich told me that when he tiptoed into
our bedroom half an hour later, I was lying on my back, hand pressed
to my cheek, sleeping peacefully. Cosmonaut No. 2 was sound asleep too,
lying on his right side. During the night the doctor looked in on us several
times. I slept well, without dreaming. At three o’clock the chief designer
looked in and found us asleep. We later heard that he couldn’t fall asleep
and stayed up reading.

Yevgeni Anatolyevich did not close an eye. He kept walking around the
house all night long, worried lest the trucks driving by and the sounds
that came over now and then from the assembly shop would awaken us.
But we slept like newborn infants. All of this we learned later.

At 5:30 a.m. Yevgeni Anatolyevich came into the bedroom and touched
my shoulder lightly. “Yuri, time to get up,” I heard him say.

“Right you are,” I answered and got up immediately. Cosmonaut No. 2
also got up, singing a funny song we had made up about lilies of the valley.

“How did you sleep?” he asked us.

“The way you taught us to,” I answered.

After we had done our usual setting-up exercises and washed, we had
breakfast from the tubes—meat purée, black currant jam and coffee. Then
came the medical exam. Everything checked out normal and was so indi-
cated in the medical report.

Dressing for Space

It was time to get into my space outfit. I put on a warm, soft, sky-blue
flying suit over which, with my comrades’ help, I donned a protective bright
orange space suit that I would be able to work in even if the ship’s cabin,
in orbit, should not prove airtight. The instruments and equipment in the
suit were also checked, a procedure that took quite a long time. Then 1 put
on a white communication helmet and, over that, a hermetic helmet with
CCCP (USSR) inscribed on it in large letters.

One of the people dressing me was Nikolai Konstantinovich, Honored Par-
achutist, who had taught us how to make difficult jumps. His advice was
very valuable because he himself had been jettisoned several times from
planes equipped with the type of special seat and parachute device in-
stalled in the spaceship. This variant landing,to be used if the ship came
down in an unsuitable area, made it possible for the cosmonaut to jettison
from the ship at a low altitude, and then to separate himself from the seat
and drop by parachute.

The chief designer arrived. This was the first time I had ever seen him
worried and looking tired, probably the result of his sleepless night but
with his usual gentle smile. I felt like embracing him the way I would my

21



father. He made several suggestions that might help me in flight. He
seemed to feel better after Cosmonaut No. 2 and I said almost simultane-
ously, “Everything will be fine. Everything will work out all right.”

A specially equipped bus drove up. I took my place in the “space” seat
that resembled the one in the ship’s cabin. My suit had a ventilation
device, connected to the power source in the bus, to which electric power
and oxygen was supplied. Everything functioned well.

The bus sped along the highway. At a distance I saw the silvery tip of
the rocket pointing to the sky. Its six engines had a combined capacity of
20 million horsepower. The closer we came to the launching pad, the
taller the rocket loomed—a gigantic beacon with the first rays of the rising
sun lighting up its tip.

The weather was favorable, the sky clear, with a few fleecy clouds
somewhere far off in the distance. “A million miles of altitude, a million
miles of visibility,” I heard someone say.

The chief space scientist and the chief designer stood together at thc
launching pad, their faces glowing in the morning light. For them this
was the hardest day of all. Standing around were the members of the
state commission responsible for this first space flight; the men who headed
the launching crew; scientists and engineers; my twin, Cosmonaut No. 2;
and the other space pilots. The dawn’s light flooded everything.

I became more and more impatient, and so did everyone else. People
kept looking at the chronometers. At last the report came that the ship
was ready. The only thing left was to get the cosmonaut set in the cabin
and make a final check of all the systems.

I looked at the ship in which I would be setting off in a few minutes on
a trip no one had ever before taken. It was beautiful, more beautiful than
a locomotive, a steamer, a plane, a palace, a bridge—more beautiful than
all of these creations put together. This was not only a monumental piece
of engineering but a great work of art, and the thought occurred to me that
this beauty was eternal and that it will remain for the people of all lands
for all time to come.

Before going up in the lift to the ship’s cabin, I made a statement for
the press and radio. There was quiet all round me as I spoke, except for the
sound of the tape recorder.

“To be the first to attempt what generations of people have dreamed of,
to blaze man’s trail into space, this is a tremendous responsibility. This
is a responsibility not of a single person, not of dozens of people, or of a
collective. It is a responsibility of all the Soviet people, of all mankind,
present and future. And if nevertheless I venture on this flight it is
because I am a Communist, because I draw inspiration from the great
feats of my compatriots, Soviet people.”

I noticed the chief designer steal a glance at his watch. “There are only
a few minutes left before the launching,” I continued. “I want to say what
all people do when they start out on a long journey—Till we meet again!’
I should like to embrace you all, those of you I know and those I do not,
close friends and strangers alike.” I lifted both hands and said, “See you
soon!”

“Earth, This is Me!>

I went into the cabin. The hatch closed noiselessly. I was alone with
the instruments. They were no longer illumined by sunlight but by arti-
ficial light. I could hear everything going on down below, on the earth,
which was now even dearer to me. The gantry was removed. Silence set in.
I reported:

“Earth, this is me, Cosmonaut. Communications checkup complete.
Tumblers on the control panel are set as directed. Horizon scanner is dead
on the horizon. Pressure in the cabin is 1 atmosphere; humidity, 65 per
cent; temperature, 66 degrees; pressure in the compartment, 1.2; pressure
in orienting system, normal. Feel fine. Am ready to start.”

The flight technical director announced 1.5 hours left to take-off, then
an hour, then a half hour. A few minutes before the start they told me
that my face was clearly visible on the TV screen, my pulse reading was
64, my respiration 24, Everyone was pleased to see me looking so cheerful.

I reported, “Heart beating normally. Feel fine. Have put on my gloves,
closed my hermetic helmet and am ready to start.”

The launching orders were passed on to me also. The flight technical
director gave the order, “Up.”

I responded, “Up we go! Everything proceeding normally. Feel fine.”

I glanced at my watch. The hands pointed to 9:07 a.Mm. Moscow time.
I heard a whistling noise and the mounting roar of the engine. The giant
vehicle shuddered and slowly, very slowly, rose from the launching pad.
The noise was no louder than in the cockpit of a jet aircraft, but it ran
a gamut of tones and inflections that no musical instrument or human
voice could reproduce. The mighty rocket engines were sounding the music
of the future, probably more stirring and more wonderful than the greatest
creations of the past.

The acceleration load began to mount. I was pushed back deeper and
deeper into the seat. And even though I was seated in a way that reduced
the effect of this great load to a minimum, I could hardly move hand or
foot. I knew this would not last long, that it would ease up as soon as the
vessel accelerated to orbital speed and went into orbit, but in the meantime
the load kept growing.

“Seventy seconds since launching time,” earth told me.

I reported back. “Roger. Seventy seconds. Feel fine. Flight continues.
Loads mounting. All’'s well.” My tone was brisk but I was telling myself
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—only seventy seconds. Each of them felt as long as an ordinary minute.

“How are you?” earth asked again.

“Fine. How are things with you?” I asked.

“Running on schedule.”

I maintained two-way radio communication with earth on three channels.
My transmitters worked on frequencies of 9.019 and 20.006 mc/sec. and on
143.625 mc/sec. in the ultrashort-wave band. The ground operators sounded
as though they were sitting right next to me.

Beyond the dense layers of the atmosphere the nose cone jettisoned
automatically and flew off at a tangent. The Vostok was passing over a
broad Siberian river. I could clearly see islets and wooded shores lit up by
the sun.

“How beautiful!” I said involuntarily, and hastily bit my tongue for my
job was to collect information, not to admire the beauties of nature,
especially since earth was calling for my report at that moment.

“] read you five by five,” I reported. “Feel fine. Flight proceeding
normally. Load increasing. I see the earth, woods, clouds . . .”

The acceleration load kept mounting, but my body seemed to be adjusting
to it. It had been worse in the centrifuge, I thought. And the vibration in
training sessions had also been much greater. In short, the devil wasn’t
as black as he'd been painted.

A multistage rocket is such a complex structure that it is hard to
describe it by comparing it with anything conventional. When the fuel
burns out, the worked-out rocket stage becomes superfluous and is auto-
matically separated and cast off. The remaining section of the rocket
continues to accelerate.

I hadn’t met the scientists and engineers who developed the light, portable
fuel for Soviet rocket motors, but as the engines kept boosting me higher
and higher toward the designated orbit, I felt like shaking their hands and
saying “Thanks.” The intricate motors operated like clockwork.

One after another the burned-out stages separated off. I reported:
“Have separated from carrier according to schedule. Feel well. Cabin
readings are: pressure, one atmosphere; humidity, 65 per cent; temperature,
20 degrees; pressure in capsule, one atmosphere; pressure in altitude con-
trol systems normal.”

Weightlessness

The ship moved into orbit, its highway through space, and I experienced
the weightlessness that as a boy I had read about in Tsiolkovsky’s books.
It felt strange at first; but I soon became accustomed to it and continued
to carry out the flight program.

Weightlessness is a curious feeling, but the body adapts itself quickly
and one feels an amazing lightness in the legs and arms. The transition
I made was gradual. I floated up from the seat and remained suspended in
mid-air.

When the force of gravity began to ebb away, I felt wonderful. Every-
thing was so easy to do. I felt that I was completely detached from my
hands and feet and whole body. They weighed nothing. I neither sat nor
lay, I simply floated. Everything that wasn’t tied down—my map case,
pencil, note pad—bobbed up in the air. It was all like a dream. Drops of
water from the drinking hose formed sphericles and drifted till they
touched the walls where they stuck like drops of dew on a flower.

My ability to work was not affected. I continued to take instrument
readirigs, make observations through the portholes and note down entries
in the log. I wrote with an ordinary lead pencil without taking off my
hermetic gauntlets. I had no difficulty writing.

Forgetting for a moment where I was, I put the pencil down and it
immediately drifted away. I was speaking into the tape recorder and
didn’t try to catch it. I continued to maintain radio communication with
earth by microphone and telegraph key on several channels.

Wonderfully Beautiful!

Earth wanted to know what I saw. I told them that our planet looked
much like it did from a jet plane at high altitude. Mountain ranges, big
rivers and forests, islands and seas stood out in bold relief.

I saw clouds and the shadows they cast on that dear, distant earth of mine.
It was the farm stock I came from that made the pitch black sky look to
me like a plowed field sown with stars.

The stars were bright and pure. The sun, too, was wonderfully bright.
Even through closed eyes the glare was almost unbearable—scores, probably
hundreds of times as bright as on earth. It was brighter than the molten
metal I had handled in the foundry. To keep out the glare of the sun I
drew the protective blinds across the portholes.

From my observation point the expanses of water on earth were dark
spots, sparkling a little. The roundness of our planet was readily apparent.
At the horizon I saw the sharp division between bright earth and inky-black
sky. The earth was surrounded by a delicate blue halo progressing from
turquoise to dark blue to violet to carbon black—a very beautiful transition.

The cabin was filled with music from home—Russian voices singing one
of my favorite songs, “Amur Waves.” 1 was not alone. Hurtling through
space, I continued to work for my country. The radio tied me to earth.
I received commands, reported on the way the ship’s systems were operating.
In every word from earth I felt the support of my people, of the Govern-
ment and Party.

I took continuous instrument readings and estimated that the Vostok



was following its preplanned orbit and would soon move into the globe’s
night side. The ship passed into the shadow very quietly. It grew pitch
dark almost instantaneously. The ship, I thought, must be passing over
the ocean because I didn’t see the golden dust of city lights below.

At 9:51 a.mM. the automatic altitude control system switched on. When
the Vostok emerged from the earth’s shadow, it used the sun for tracking
and orientation. The sun’s rays pierced the earth’s atmosphere. The
horizon became bright orange, gradually changing to all the colors of the
rainbow—ultramarine to dark blue to violet, to black.

17,400 Miles an Hour

Passing over Cape Horn at 9:52 a.m., I reported: “Flight proceeding
normally. Feel fine. Instruments operating well.”

I checked and found that the Vostok was keeping to its schedule. It
was traveling at almost 17,400 miles an hour, a velocity hard to imagine
on earth. I wasn’t hungry or thirsty but, following the schedule, I ate and
drank from the special water supply system at the time indicated.

The food had been made up according to recipes prepared by the
Academy of Medical Sciences. I ate just as we do on earth, except that
I had to be careful not to open my mouth too wide. Although all my
physiological functions were being checked from earth, every now and then
I listened to my heart beat. My pulse and respiration, under conditions of
weightlessness, were normal. I felt fine, my mind was clear, and I had no
difficulty working.

Embedded in my space suit were light, well-placed transducers that
transformed such physiological factors as the electric potential of the
heart, the pulsations of the vascular walls and the respiratory motions of
the chest into electric signals. Amplifying and measuring systems trans.
mitted these impulses earthward. The earth, it struck me, knew more about
my physical condition than I did.

From the moment the rocket left the launching pad, all its complex
mechanisms were controlled by automatic systems. They operated the
rudders guiding the rocket along its preplanned trajectory, controlled
the engines that gave it the necessary velocity, and jettisoned the burned-out
rocket stages. Automatic regulators kept the temperature inside the ship
at the required level and controlled its altitude in space, actuated the
measuring instruments and served other purposes.

Also at my disposal was a manually operated flight control system. All
I had to do was to throw the appropriate switch and I could take over
complete control of the flight and landing. I would then be checking the
position of the craft against the instruments, calculating the landing spot,
keeping the ship positioned with the altitude control lever, and firing the
retarding rockets at the precise moment. There was no need to do any of
this, however; the automatic systems worked flawlessly.

I looked out at the surrounding universe and tried to see everything at
once. Myriads of bright, cold stars shone through the portholes like
diamonds. How far away they were! Scores of flight years, perhaps, but
they seemed much closer from the orbit than from earth.

At 10:15, as the vessel was approaching the African continent, I made
my scheduled report: “Flight proceeding normally. Enduring weightlessness
well.”

Return to Earth

The final stage of the flight was approaching—the return to earth. I
began preparing for it. I would have to pass from weightlessness to new,
perhaps even greater loads, and the ship would be heating to enormous
temperatures as we entered the dense layers of the atmosphere.

Until now what I had experienced had been more or less duplicated in
the training sessions on earth. What would happen on this last, and most
critical, leg of the flight? Would all the systems work efficiently or was
there something unpleasant in store for me? Automation was all very well,
but I took no chances and checked the ship’s bearings so as to be ready
to take control and descend to earth independently.

At 10:25 the retarding rockets were fired automatically. The ship slowed
down and dropped from its orbit into a transitional ellipse. Soon it entered
the dense layers of the atmosphere. The outer skin began to heat rapidly,
and through the porthole blinds I could see crimson flames enveloping the
ship. Although I was hurtling downward in a ball of fire, the temperature
inside the cabin stayed at 68 degrees.

The weightless state had long since passed and the load pushed me back
deep into the seat. It mounted rapidly and exceeded the load during the
boost stage. The ship began to spin and I reported this to earth. I was
alarmed by the spin, but it soon stopped and the descent continued
normally. It was apparent that all the systems had functioned without a
flaw and that the vessel was heading for the preplanned target area.

I was so happy, I started to sing aloud—my favorite song—*. . . My
country hears . . . My country knows . ..”

The vessel lost altitude quickly. I began preparing for the landing . . .
ten thousand meters . . . nine thousand . . . eight. . .seven . ..

Landing

At 10:55, after circumnavigating the globe, the Vostok landed safely in
the area designated, in a field of the Leninsky Put Collective Farm, not far
from Smelovka village to the southwest of Engels. It was in this part of

the country that I had made my first plane flight. How long ago that
seemed! Only six years, but what a difference in the two flights. This
time I had flown two hundred times faster and two hundred times higher.
Soviet wings had grown two hundred fold.

When I reached the ground a woman and a little girl with a spotted
calf stood nearby. They looked at me in astonishment. I walked toward
them and they toward me. Then they hesitated. I was still wearing the
bright orange space suit, and they must have found me alarming. They
had never seen the likes of it before.

“A friend, comrades, a friend!” 1 called out, taking off my hermetic
helmet.

The woman was Anna Takhtarova, the wife of a forester, and the child
was her six-year-old granddaughter Rita.

“You’ve really come from outer space?” the woman asked.

“Believe it or not,” I said.

At that moment several tractor drivers ran up to me yelling, “Yuri
Gagarin, Yuri Gagarin!” We embraced each other like brothers.

Very soon a group of soldiers and an officer drove up in a truck. They
hugged me and shook my hand. Someone called me “Major” and I realized
that Defense Minister Marshal Malinovsky had skipped a rank in promoting
me; it was a very pleasant surprise. Somebody with a camera took a group
picture.

The men were very much interested in the spaceship. I gave the Vostok
the once-over and found its instruments shipshape. They could be used
for another flight.

The soldiers stood guard over the spaceship. Soon a helicopter arrived
with specialists and aviation officials to register the record flight into space.
They remained at the Vostok, and I was flown to the command post for my
report to Moscow.

I had hardly said hello to my comrades waiting there for me when I was
handed a congratulatory telegram from Nikita S. Khrushchev. A while
later I was called to the telephone to speak to him. He was in Sochi.

“l am glad to hear your voice, dear Yuri Alexeyevich,” was his cordial
greeting.

I reported the success of the world’s first manned space flight, and he
congratulated me again. He asked about my health, whether I was married
and had any children, where my mother and father lived and what their
occupations were. And before saying good-by: “Once again I congratulate
you with all my heart! Till an early meeting in Moscow! The best of luck
to you!”

In these exciting first hours after my return to earth I had many happy
reunions with old and new friends. Everyone was dear to me. My meeting
with Cosmonaut.No. 2, who had arrived by jet plane from the cosmodrome
to the landing place with the other men who had trained with me, was
especially moving.

“Well,” he asked, “are you happy?”

“Very,” I said. “And you’ll be as happy the next time.”

We all drove to a secluded house overlooking the Volga. I took a shower
and had a combined lunch and dinner, this time terrestrial style and with
a good, terrestrial appetite.

Meeting in Moscow

At ten in the morning the scientists and engineers who had prepared the
Vostok for its first flight gathered in that little house on the Volga. I was
glad to see the chief designer among them. He was smiling and he looked
younger. Now that a man had actually flown to space, circled the globe
and returned, the chief designer felt fine. He embraced me.

To this audience I reported on the operation of the ship’s systems during
the flight and described everything I had seen and felt. They listened with
the closest attention. There were so many impressions and they were so
unusual that I wanted to share them with others. I spoke for a long time
trying to recall everything to the last detail. Then the questions began.
I tried to answer as precisely as possible realizing how important my replies
would be for further progress in the conquest of space.

An I1-18 plane came for me from Moscow. As we approached the capital,
an escort of MIG fighters, like those 1 used to fly, met us. They flew so
close to our airliner that I could see the pilots smiling at me. I smiled back.

The I1-18 landed and taxied to the air terminal. I put on my dress
greatcoat with the new major’s shoulder straps, took a last look at myself
in the porthole glass, stepped out of the open door and down the gangway.
I saw a platform crowded with people and bright with flowers. Leading
up to it from the plane was a bright red carpet.

I had to walk the length of that carpet all alone. Never before, not even
up there in the spaceship, have I ever been so excited. The carpet seemed
endless. With television and movie cameras focused on me, and to the
tune “We’re Here to Make Fantasy Come True,” the flyer’s march, I walked
along.

I recognized the members of the Party Presidium and the USSR Council
of Ministers. I saw my father, mother and Valya, and met the warm,
encouraging glance of Nikita S. Khrushchev. I approached him, saluted
and reported, “Comrade First Secretary of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Chairman of the Council of
Ministers of the USSR, I am happy to report that the assignment of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party and the Soviet Government
has been fulfilled.”

The End
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THE FRONT

By Alexander Korneichuk

This is the slightly abbreviated second scene from Act 11 of TheFront,
written in 1942, a few months after Nazi Germany invaded the Soviet
Union.

The play criticizes some of the Soviet generals of the older generation
who, though brave and devoted to their country, were unable to adjust
to modern methods of warfare. Instead of taking advantage of the arms
at their disposal, they depended wholly on the heroism of the soldiers.
General Gorlov, front commander, is such a man.

The excerpt dramatizes an episode in the war. A small artillery anti-
tank battery beats off an attack by numerically superior Nazi forces. The
commander, Guards ' Lieutenant Sergei Gorlov (General Gorlov's son),
is killed in the action.

ACT 11
Scene II (Abridged)
THE CHARACTERS

JUNIOR SERGEANT GOMELAURI

SERGEANT OSTAPENKO

JUNIOR SERGEANT SHAYAMETOV

SERGEANT BASHLYKOV

LIEUTENANT GORLOV, battery commander

COLONEL SVECHKA, division commander

FIRST SOLDIER (Stepan Pechonka)

SECOND SOLDIER

MARUSYA, a nurse
A trench at the roadside. On the right a village can be seen not far

away : white crowns of trees, a few houses, but far more black ruins

over which the chimneys rear starkly. On the road near the trench
stands a post with a sign in German. From the other side of the village
comes the sound of cannonade and the distant crackle of machine-gun
fire. In the trench sit "Sergeants Ostapenko and Bashlykov, and Junior

Sergeants Shayametov and Gomelauri. Antitank rifles are lined up

along the trench top.

GOMELAURI: It’s damned cold today. Think it’s 35 below?

OSTAPENKO: I suppose so.

SHAYAMETOV: The cold’s not so bad. It’s the wind that’s getting
me down. Blows as hard as in our Kazakh steppes.

BASS.ELYKOV: This is nothing compared to the frosts we have in

iberia . . .

OSTAPENKO: In Poltava we have galushki”. . .

BASHLYKOV: Now for heaven’s sake, Ostapenko, don’t barge in with
your galushki.

OSTAPENKO: Then don’t go boasting about your Siberian frosts.
My guts are frozen to my belly button as it is. Tell us, Gomelauri,
what’s going on in your Georgia?

GOMELAURI: Eh, better not think of it now. (Listens to the cannon-
ade.) There’s fighting over there. What are we sitting here for?

SHAYAMETOV: Orders. The Commander knows what he’s doing.

OSTAPENKO: Tell me, boys, why is it our papers write that winter
helps us to fight; that the colder it is, the worse it is for the fascists?

GOMELAURI: The papers are right.

OSTAPENKO: Why right? Jerry sits in a hut, makes a hole in the
wall and shoots through it, while we have to crawl over the snow . . .

BASHLYKOV: Sure, but what happens when we drive him out of the
village? He freezes to death.

OSTAPENKO: Why should he freeze? When we drive him out of
one village, he runs to another. It’s the guy who runs who always
feels hot.

BASHLYKOV: Back to your places, boys!

Everybody lies down. The sound of an approaching
car is heard. Enter Division Commander Colonel
Svechka and Regiment Commander Major Yasni.

YASNI: The battery has a machine-gun outfit, and there are enough
grenades to go around.

SVECHKA: Good.

YASNI: I can’t understand why we’re retreating, Comrade Division
Commander.

SVECHKA: We’ve strayed too far. The Commander wants to gather
us in a “fist.”

YASNI: I see. (Yells) Gorlov!

A voice calls “Here!” Battery Commander Gorlov enters.
GORLOV: Battery Commander Guards Lieutenant Gorlov.
SVECHKA: Hello. (Holds out his hand.) Have you seen your father?
GORLOV: Yes. He asked me to give you his regards.

SVECHKA: Thanks. How does the Lieutenant General look? Is he
all right?

GORLOV: He is. He told me: “Tell Guards Colonel Svechka that I’ll

soon be paying my old friend a visit.”

SVECHKA: T'm glad he remembers me. As for coming for a visit—the
road out here is not so good. (Laughs) Your battery, Gorlov, will
remain here. I’m warning you—nothing, not even a mouse, must
be allowed to pass over this road. Get me?

GORLOV: Right.

SVECHKA: No matter what happens, you stay here until you get
further orders. Even if . . .

GORLOV: We shall do our duty.

SVECHKA: Thank you, Comrade Guards Lieutenant!

GORLOV: Thank you, Comrade Guards Colonel!

Svechka goes out.

YASNI (quietly): Seryozha . . .

GORLOV: Don’t worry, Pyotr Petrovich.

Yasni goes out. Gorlov looks down into the trench.
Well, how are you, boys? Feeling hot?

OSTAPENKO: Yes, Comrade Guards Lieutenant. I’m actually sweating.
My throat’s dry from the heat. :

GORLOV: Your throat’s always dry, Ostapenko.

OSTAPENKO: True, but today it’s worse than ever. Give us a drink.
I’ll never forget your kindness.

GORLOV: The devil you won’t. (Unstraps his flask.) Here, just see
that everybody gets a swig.

OSTAPENKO: Much obliged. (Pulls a small cup out of his pocket and
fills it.) Your health!

GORLOV: Go ahead.

OSTAPENKO (drinking): Tastes like tea.

GORLOV: The devil it does! It’s pure alcohol!

OSTAPENKO: You don’t say? I’ll see in a minute. (Pours another
cupful.)

GOMpELAURI: No you don’t! (Takes the cup.) I'll do the seeing.

OSTAPENKO: What do you know about spirits? All you’ve ever
drunk is sour wine.

GOMELAURI: Don’t let that worry you! (Lifts the cup.) Here in this
trench amid the snow, I raise my little cup with deep feeling to our
meeting after the war in my sunny Kakhetia. My mother Veriko
and father Besso and wife Tamara will welcome you as their own
kin. Here’s to our meeting! (Drinking)

OSTAPENKO: First come to Poltava. Of course, my mother, father,
wife Oxana and son may all have been killed by the fascists. (Pauses)
In that event I'll welcome you by myself . . .

SHAYAMETOV: That’s all right, Ostapenko. I'll visit you. I’ll make
the pilau myself . . . Then we’ll go to Kazakhstan.

GORLOV: Here, give me the flask. (Takes it.) Cleaned it out, I see.

BASHLYOV: You bet. In the regular Guards’way.

GORLOV: Now, boys, keep your eyes open. Not a single fascist louse
must be allowed to pass on this road.

OSTAPENKO: I don’t think you have to warn us, Comrade Com-
mander.

GORLOV: And see you don’t run around without your valenki,’
Gomelauri. I saw you tripping about barefoot over the snow yesterday.

GOMELAURI: Please forgive me, Comrade Commander, but I couldn’t
help myself. I'm very high-strung, you know. It was this way: We
put a tank out of action, and its commander tried to get away. We
didn’t have any more cartridges; and since I couldn’t stand seeing
the man get away, I asked our Comrade Sergeant to let me catch him.
He says: “You’ll never get him.” He tells that to me, a Georgian!
Ever see a Georgian who couldn’t get his man? Naturally, that
made me real mad. Before I knew it, I'd pulled my valenki off and
went after the man like the wind. I jumped on him and we both fell
to the ground. He bit my ear, but I got a strangle hold on him.
“You’re not getting away!” I yelled, and that was the end of him.

GORLOV: Good work. But you have no right to leave Ostapenko. You
can miss a tank running after a man like that.

OSTAPENKO: Don’t worry, I'll tie the rascal to me.

GORLOV: If everything’s quiet in the evening, come and have tea
with me.

ALL: Thanks, Comrade Commander!

Gorlov leaves. Long pause.

GOMELAURI: What are you thinking about, Ostapenko?

BASHLYKOV: Leave him alone.

SHAYAMETOV: (in a low voice) Thinking about Oxana? Tell me. ..

OSTAPENKO: Yes. Read your letter, Gomelauri.

GOMELAURI: Which letter?

OSTAPENKO: The one you got on New Year’s Day.

GOMELAURI: I read it to you already.

OSTAPENKO: I know. Read it again. Nobody writes to me. I’ll feel
better after hearing your letter.

SHAYAMETOV: That’s right, read it. I haven’t received any letters
either. Bashlykov, you watch while we listen. Did you get a letter?

BASHLYKOV: Only two. (Steps away to take up the watch.)

OSTAPENKO: Come on.
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culture and transport predicates complete electrification and over-all
mechanization and automation. It means the complete elimination of
hard physical labor, the opportunity for everyone to achieve the fusion
of physical and mental labor. It means that “the USSR will have produc-
tice forces of unparalleled might; it will surpass the technical level of
the most developed countries and be first in the world in per capita
production.”

Maximum development of the country’s productive forces and of
labor productivity—these are the essentials for creating the abundance
required for communism, with its minimum workday and its maximum
distribution of material and cultural values. The draft Program de-
clares, “There is every possibility now for a rapid rise in the living
standards of the entire population—workers, farmers and intellectuals.
The Communist Party sets itself the historic task of achieving a standard
of living in the Soviet Union higher than that of any of the capitalist
countries.”

Society and the Individual in Transition to Communism

Socialism has developed the same attitude in all the people toward
public property, that is, every individual in socialist society is equally
interested in preserving and increasing the public wealth. There is still
a difference between public property and collective farm property, but
it is only a matter of time until collective farm property and the prop-
erty of the whole people merge into one—communist property.

Socialism has put an end to exploitation, the appropriation of the
fruits of other people’s labor, and with it, to the division of society into
antagonistic classes. Socialism has not only proclaimed but has guaran-
teed equal pay for equal work, that is, payment to every citizen, in accord
with the quantity and quality of work irrespective of sex, age or race.

Experience has demonstrated that equal pay for equal work is the
only equitable and the only possible principle of measurement at the
socialist level of production. Under communism with its abundance,
that gauge need no longer be applied. The differences in the property
status of people that still remain will gradually disappear. Differences
in remuneration will decrease as unskilled work is replaced by skilled
work and the wages of lower paid categories of workers are raised.

Material incentive is a most important motivation under conditions
of socialist production. It remains an important factor during the entire
period of building communism, but with the individual’s dedicated
interest in his work and his sense of voluntary responsibility to society
assuming a larger and larger role as time goes on.

The rapid rise in the standard of living envisaged by the new Party
Program will be effected through increases in wages, cuts in retail
prices, abolition of the income tax and a longer list of social services
available without charge to everyone, regardless of the quality and
quantity of his labor—education, medical treatment, maintenance at
children’s institutions, rent, transportation, etc.

As the country moves toward communism, personal requirements will
be met increasingly out of public funds without charge to the individual
citizen and with no restrictions whatsoever. “The transition to com-
munist distribution,” says the Program, “will be completed after the
principle of distribution according to one’s work will have outlived
itself, that is, when there will be an abundance of material and cultural
wealth and labor will have become the prime necessity of life for all
members of society.”

Work, which for most people is now little more than a means to a
livelihood, will become a source of creative pleasure, the prime necessity
for individual fulfillment. The transformation will not take place of
itself. It will be the end product of labor efficiency, automated produc-
tion, greater power capacity, a continued rise in the technical and cul-
tural level of all working people and a growing communist consciousness.

Socialist and communist construction have released the abilities and
talents of millions. Hundreds of millions of working people are advanc-
ing to new heights of creative effort, are actively and enthusiastically
participating in the life of society. Soviet people have not only been
building factories, railroads, power stations and houses; they have been
creating socialist, and now communist, social relations.

Under the new historical conditions of communist construction, the
socialist government born of the October Revolution as a dictatorship
of the proletariat has been transformed into a government of the people
as a whole. Its present and future direction is toward a progressive
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development of socialist democracy, growing participation of all citizens
in the administration of the state, perfection of the work of the state
apparatus, complete elimination of all traces of bureaucracy and in-
creasing control by the people over the activities of state bodies. As
socialist democracy evolves, the organs of state power will gradually
be transformed into organs of public self-government.

Educating the New Man

The building of communism is the concern of all the peoples of the
Soviet Union. In the struggle to achieve their common aims, Soviet
people of different nationalities have developed common spiritual char-
acteristics that embody the finest national traditions. The continued
economic and cultural development of the nationalities that live in the
Soviet Union, their economic and ideological concord and {fraternal
unity is dealt with in one of the most important of the theses in the
draft Program.

The Program proclaims that the education of man in the communist
society now being built is a cardinal aspect of the Party’s everyday
ideological work.

Historical experience -demonstrates that even after the victory of
socialism the customs, habits, and traditions of the old and moribund
world still persist in the attitudes and behavior of people. They cannot
be disposed of in one fell swoop. Patient, systematic and intelligent
effort is required. Only in living, working relations with people will
the communist ideology be confirmed.

A high level of social consciousness, a communist attitude toward
work, the complete eradication of the survivals of capitalist thinking,
the harmonious development of the individual, the creation of a truly
rich culture—these are the major ideological tasks in the transition
period to communism.

The principles of communist morality formulated in the Party Pro-
gram grow out of the struggle to build a communist society. They were
not contrived; they derived from life itself. They are unequivocal, just,
noble, humane. They will become the standard of behavior, the moral
code of communist society. They represent the most advanced ethical
ideas that progressive humanity has developed which are given a new
communist content worthy of the new man already born who is being
educated for life in the new society. Being molded are people with a
communist consciousness, bold-thinking and creative people, people
who do not easily succumb to hardship, people who look forward con-
fidently to the future.

Economic and social progress, the growth of communist consciousness
and the general acceptance of communist ethical concepts are the basis
for the further all-round development of freedom of the individual and
the harmonious blending of cultural wealth, moral purity and physical
well-being in man. Communism by no means implies that the individual
is “dissolved” in the collective. Communist collectivism is the creative
interaction of highly varied individuals, each with his own interests
and tastes, his own complex psychological world, his personal thoughts
and feelings.

The Party’s role as guide will tend to grow with the advance toward
communism. The Party, exploring into the future, finds the right road
to be followed, releases the incalculable energy of the people, and chan-
nels that energy to solve the gigantic problems encountered on the way.

A Communist, regardless of position or the job he does, is called
upon to be in the vanguard; to set the example for responsible, dis-
ciplined and self-denying work; to be the initiator of the new; to fight
irreconcilably any deviation from the high moral code by which the
people of the new society guide their lives. The history of the revolu-
tionary movement, the history of socialist construction, proves that Com-
munists take up positions in the most demanding, most responsible and
most dangerous sectors of the people’s struggle.

Led by the Communist Party, the Soviet people are confidently build-
ing a communist society. “The present generation of Soviet people shall
live under communism.” This is the Party’s solemn declaration.

“Our people,” said Nikita Khrushchev, “on taking power into their
own hands, built socialism and are now building communism. They are
building communism not for someone else but for themselves, for their
children, for the coming generations that will forever remember and
be proud of those who laid the foundations of communism, who fought
for it with arms in hand, who spared no effort for the great goal.”





























































































































































































its citizens from the ancient fears of joblessness, of insecurity in sick-
ness and old age, of tomorrow’s uncertainties. It has guaranteed the
right to work, made education and medical care free and accessible

to everyone, set up a pension system for the old and disabled. These
security values cannot be measured by figures and indices alone. They
are an irrevocable part of Soviet man’s life and work, his welfare
nd prosperity.

Social Progress and Democracy

What changes have occurred in Soviet power and in the Soviet state
furing this period?

With the Revolution the workers and farmers took power, to be
dministered through the Soviets of Working People’s Deputies. From
he Village Soviet to the USSR Supreme Soviet, the Soviets are repre-
entative bodies, elected by citizens by secret ballot.

What are the features of Soviet democracy?

Its outstanding feature is that it is bound organically with the people’s
ife in contrast to the professionalism of government bodies in countries

ith other social systems.

The deputy to a Soviet is first and foremost a factory worker, a
armer, a teacher, a scientist, and he continues to work at his job

hile carrying on his legislative duties. This means that he is in close
nd constant touch with his constituents. Being a worker like themselves,
e is consequently far more aware of what they think, say and need
han even the most knowing career politician.

A glance at the composition of one of the two chambers of the USSR
upreme Soviet, the Soviet of the Union, makes that clear. We see
hat 322 of its 738 deputies work directly in production. Thirty-five
are teachers, 22 doctors, 82 are in the sciences and arts, 113 are engin-
ers. These people are not political hacks, they have the background
nd the experience necessary for coping with day-to-day problems.

Another unique quality of Soviet democracy is its mass character.
his is expressed not only in the large number of deputies—about 2
illion in the local, republic and national legislative bodies—but in
he voluntary participation of some 2.5 million private citizens in the
work of the standing committees of the Soviets. This serves as a way of

directly involving the most active and civic-minded citizens in the
administration of the country’s affairs.

But even these large figures fall short of describing the extent of
civic participation. There are many millions of people on house manage-
ment and block committees, on pensioners’ committees, in parent-teacher
organizations and other public groups.

All these varied forms and expressions of the people’s power keep
growing and expanding, drawing into the work of state administration
large new sections of the working people on the way to genuine com-
munist self-government.

One should also note the special concreteness and effectiveness of
Soviet democracy.

Firstly, the method of electing the deputies is aimed at selecting
the person best suited for complying with the necessary qualifications
of servant of the people.

Those who try to prove the advantages of a multi-party over a one-
party system ignore the very vital fact that the voter in a multi-party
political system is restricted to a choice between candidates he has had
no voice in choosing, candidates who represent the interests of a
particular group.

In a one-party system, in which the party is the political organization
of all the working people, those candidates who best meet the needs
and interests of the people they are to represent are chosen to run.
That is why the selection of candidates is such an important part of the
Soviet electoral procedure, with large groups of workers in factories,
farms, offices and mass organizations participating directly.

At these meetings several people are nominated for each post. The
yecords of the several nominees are compared at pre-election meetings,

and the one thought most worthy is chosen as the candidate and his
name entered on the ballot.

Under these circumstances the candidate does not represent merely
the special interests of a limited group or a particular party alignment,
but all the voters. When he receives his mandate, he acts far more
effectively in fulfilling his duties as deputy precisely because of his hav-
ing been selected as the best qualified executor of the will of his elec-
torate.

One other unique characteristic of Soviet democracy, and not the
least by any means, is that political and economic power are both con-
centrated in the same hands— the people’s hands. They not only run the
state, through their elected representatives, but they also own the land
and the factories—the means of production—and use them for the gen-
eral well-being. This makes Soviet power a hundred times more effective.
It is also one of the main reasons for the achievements of the past
44 years.

New Goals

As a result of these achievements the Soviet Union is now ready to
move on from the socialist society it has built to a higher stage, com-
munism, whose operating principle is “From each according to his abil-
ity, to each according to his needs.” The further advance to this higher
stage is possible not only because the foundation for it has been laid
in these past four decades but also because a society organized along
socialist lines can foresee and plan its continued advance.

At its Twenty-second Congress, the Party, and along with it all the
people, set these goals—within the next 20 years to make Soviet industry
the most productive in the world; to increase the volume of industrial
output at least sixfold; to create an abundance of farm products, to
multiply per-capita income by three and a half times; to provide a mod-
ern and rent-free apartment for every family; to furnish public utilities,
city transport and most other similar services without charge.

With all-round automation and other advanced industrial techniques
that make labor less burdensome will come a change in people’s attitude
toward work. They will not work primarily because they have to make
a living—society will provide that—but because work will be the
means through which each man develops his creative potentialities and
fulfills himself. This is one of the major goals of the transformation of
society and man.

In the process of building communism, the forms of public repre-
sentation will be improved, and governmental functions will be increas-
ingly transferred to public organizations. The ultimate aim is commu-
nist self-government and the gradual withering away of the state ap-
paratus. With communism will come the fullest possible development of
individual freedom and rights of the Soviet citizen.

We have spoken of the accomplishments of these 44 years. But we
must remember that nearly half of these four decades were spent in
defense of the young republic and in reconstruction. First came the
Civil War and intervention by 14 foreign powers—five years of war
and another five of rebuilding. Then came the fascist invasion—another
five war years, followed by five in reconstruction. Each war thrust the
country back at least a decade. It is interesting to speculate on what
might have been accomplished had these been years of peace.

Many million people killed, 25 million houses leveled—that is what
the war cost us. Is it necessary to elaborate on why the Soviet people
hate war?

The banners borne by the Red Army soldiers when they marched
on the Winter Palace in 1917 carried the inscription, “Peace to the
Peoples, Power to the Soviets!”

World peace has been the urgent appeal of the Soviet Union ever
since. Progress means building, and building needs peace. The Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union declares its goals in the newly adopted
Program—peace, labor, freedom, equality and happiness for all peoples
—and reaffirms its historic mission—to rid mankind of the curse of war.


























































frequently at the same enterprise, in view of the expansion of output.

For instance, take Spinning and Weaving Mill No. 2 in the city of
Furmanov, Ivanovo Region (one of the oldest and largest textile regions
in the country). In 1960 and 1961 much was done there in the all-round
mechanization of laborious processes and in the automation of produc-
tion. As a result, 119 workers in its various sections were released from
their jobs. What happened to them? Ninety-four were given work in
other sections of this mill, 37 of them filling places left open by retiring
workers and 52 at jobs in the machine shop, where qualified workers
were needed to expedite the job of further modernizing the equipment.

These textile workers did not have the required skill, but since the
release from their jobs was anticipated, special study courses were
organized where they were given free instruction in the trades of
mechanic, lathe operator and electrician.

Thus the workers lost nothing through this redistribution of labor
but rather benefited from it. The most experienced replaced assistant
foremen who had retired on pension and now receive higher pay than
formerly.

That takes care of 94 of the 119. The other 25 were transferred, with
their consent, to other factories in the city which are expanding produc-
tion and require additional labor. Not one of the people was without
work for even a day.

Many such examples could be given. When any enterprise plans to
change over to automation, it also takes measures to find jobs for the
displaced workers. Whether it is an individual factory or an entire
economic area or branch of industry that is involved, everything is
decided in a planned way; nothing is left to chance.

Take the food industry, for instance. During the current seven-year
plan period about 430,000 workers will be released as a result of auto-
mation in this branch of industry. But 2,000 new food enterprises will
be built in this period. Although they will have the most modern equip-
ment, it has been calculated that they will need more than 300,000 work-
ers. The existing enterprises will also expand, which means that addi-
tional labor will be required. And people will be needed to replace
workers who retire or leave for other reasons. The result is that not
only will all those workers be provided with employment, but additional
workers will be needed.

In our country job placement is one of the most important activities
of the economic bodies and trade unions and is decided according to
plan. For instance, the seven-year plan provides for radical changes
in the fuel balance. Low-calorie and relatively expensive types of fuel,
such as the brown coal found in the region not far from Moscow, are
being replaced by gas and oil. The extraction of brown coal in the
Moscow basin is being reduced, with the result that in the 1960-1965
period 30,000 miners will be released in the Tula Economic Area.

When they were planning to reduce brown coal extraction in this
area, the planning and economic bodies simultaneously provided for
the construction of 30 new industrial enterprises in the region that
would employ about 40,000 workers, more than the total number of
displaced miners.

It is true that not all of them will want to change their trades. Most
of the miners like their work, and there is the force of habit to consider.
Besides, Soviet miners are very well paid and enjoy special privileges.
But that is no problem. Those who wish to remain miners can, if they
choose, get jobs in other coal regions. The state will pay their moving
and travel expenses to the new place, and give them a lump sum in
addition. Housing at the new place of work is provided by the state.

In 1960 about 4,000 families moved from Tula Region to other parts
of the country under these conditions.

The Whole Country Is Studying

The pace of technical progress impels Soviet workers, young and
middle-aged, to keep on studying. They know that in our age of auto-
mation, a worker must be able to handle modern lathes and machines,
precision measuring and control instruments and be able to read tech.
nical specifications and blueprints.

The Soviet state is ready and willing to meet every educational need.
It organizes courses of all kinds and on all levels. It keeps opening new
tuition-free general education schools, technical schools and colleges.
Those who study after work enjoy numerous priviliges, such as being
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excused from working the evening and night shifts, getting additional
vacation time to prepare for exams, etc.

Large numbers of people are taking advantage of these educational
opportunities. About 8 million workers annually acquire new vocational
skills or improve those they already have. About 5 million study after
working hours at evening schools and colleges. One out of every four
citizens in the Soviet Union is studying, the percentage among workers
is even higher.

Census figures show that 39 per cent of the workers have a sec-
ondary or higher education; the figure twenty years ago was 8 per cent.
It is with this educational background that Soviet workers are entering
this period of intensive automation.

The Trade Unions Favor Automation

Soviet trade unions actively participate in carrying out measures for
the mechanization and automation of industry. They see to it that the
new technology is of maximum benefit to every working person. The
trade unions also take part in drawing up plans for the technical im-
provement of industry which are elaborated by the state and economic
bodies. They draw the workers and employees into discussing these
plans at meetings of the permanent production conferences elected at
every enterprise and construction site.

The extent of active participation of workers in the struggle for
technical progress and their interest in modernizing industry can be
judged from the increased scope of the innovators’ movement in the
country. In 1960 about 2.4 million innovators and inventors, mostly
factory and office workers, submitted more than 4 million proposals for
the improvement of production. A considerable number of these pro-
posals were carried out and saved a great deal of materials, time and
money. It goes without saying that the authors of the proposals received
proper remuneration. Many factory and office workers, engineers and
technicians are members of the USSR Society of Inventors and Innova-
tors and the scientific and technical societies in the various branches
of industry organized by the trade unions.

The economic bodies and trade union organizations consult with the
workers on questions concerning jobs for those who will be replaced
by automatic machines, their re-education and instruction in new trades,
so that everyone may benefit from the innovations in production tech-
niques. The plans for technical improvement are corrected by the
workers and in their interest.

To protect the interests of the working people, the trade union or-
ganization has the final word. In the Soviet Union no worker may be
discharged, regardless of the reason, without the consent of the factory,
plant or institution trade union committee. Its consent is also required
if a person is to be transferred to another job. In labor disputes between
a worker and management the factory, plant or institution trade union
has the last and decisive word. Should the administrative head of an
enterprise violate the labor laws, he is removed from his post on the
demand of the trade union. Our country’s labor legislation and the
active participation of the trade union organizations guarantee that the
workers’ interests will also be protected when automation is introduced.

The working people of our country are confidently building a new
society whose banner bears the words: “From each according to his
abilities, to each according to his needs.” “Figuratively speaking,”
Nikita Khrushchev explains, “this society will be like a bowl that is
overflowing with the products of physical and cultural labor, a bowl
accessible to all. For each—an abundance of foodstuffs, clothing, foot-
wear, apartments and books. That is what we call communism. And in
this society each will work according to his abilities, for all and for
himself, and people will receive according to their needs. That will be
joyous, creative work.”

The Soviet people, inspired by their lofty goal, are successfully carry-
ing out the seven-year plan to create an even better life for every work-
ing person. In our country we call automation the wings of the seven-
year plan, which reflects the significance of automation for the country
and the people’s attitude toward it.

The automation of industry, which is directed by the wisdom and
will of man who has created a planned economy, is a mighty implement
in the building of a new society. In socialist countries it paves the way
to abundance and a happy life for the workers.
















































This will greatly expand human possibilities for creative effort since
the researcher will not have to do the primary analysis of the enormous
quantities of factual data that must be considered today in solving
problems in science and other spheres of creative activity.

Our Daily Bread

Better cultivation, fertilization and irrigation, not to speak of ex-
panding acreage, could yield a sufficient quantity of highly nutritive
food for an even larger world population than we have at present.
This could be done easily if countries would pool their efforts.

With efficient agrotechnics and adequate mechanization and moisture
we can get about 6.5 tons of dry produce per acre. If the crops are
grown for human consumption—grain, for instance—of the 6.5 tons
about 2.6 will be edible. For livestock all 6.5 tons can be used with
a return of about one-tenth—0.65 tons—in the form of meat, milk,
butter, fat and eggs, all of this in dry weight figures.

The normal daily food ration for a man is about a kilogram (2.2
pounds) dry weight. Vegetable food accounts for about three-fourths
of the total (750 grams—1.7 pounds), meat and dairy products for the
remaining fourth (250 grams—one-half pound). So that in the course
of a year a human being requires 270 kilograms (595 pounds) of
vegetable food and 90 kilograms (198 pounds) of meat and dairy
products. The three billion people on our earth need 881 million tons
of vegetable food and 297 million tons of meat and dairy products
in dry weight a year.

To grow this quantity—naturally under conditions where people
know how to get large yields—would require only 321 million acres
of land planted to food for people and another 445 million acres to
fodder crops for livestock. All told, this is only 2.2 per cent of the land
on our planet—Antarctica excluded. Actually, we would need even
less, since the southern regions could grow two or three crops a year.

There is nothing to prevent us, assuming proper agrotechnics and
adequate irrigation, from planting as much as 30 per cent of the earth’s
land to crops. If we generate enough power to water the fields and
heat hothouses and learn how to make strong, low cost, plastic film
for hothouses and soil covering, we can expand our sowing areas and
obtain larger harvests. It is estimated that the maximum yield per
acre can be five or six times the 6.5 tons of dry produce previously
mentioned.

Two Basic Research Areas

As | see it, we have two fundamental research problems today. The
first is in physics—to develop a theory of elementary particles and
a field theory. This will give us an insight into one of the best kept
secrets of nature, the molecular structure of the universe. Quter space
research will play a vital part in solving this problem. In time it should
be possible to set up laboratories, staffed with scientists and equipped
with the most modern instruments, on giant sputniks and even on
the moon.

The second is in biochemistry—to discover the molecular physico-
chemical principles that govern the processes taking place in the living
organism; in other words, the secrets of organic activity. Proteins
and nucleic acids are the most important components of living matter,
not only quantitatively but for the active role they play in life—in the
metabolic process, growth and fission of cells, heredity.

Proteins and nucleic acids are really large polymer molecules contain-
ing hundreds and thousands of monomeric groups. In the living organ-
ism the processes of the synthesis of the most complicated polymers
proceed on quite different principles than those we apply in our labor-
atories. We cannot make such complicated syntheses.

More than that, there are many other, and simpler, reactions in the
living organism that are influenced by catalytic agents called enzymes.
These enzymes also work on quite different physicochemical principles
than our laboratory catalytic agents to produce reactions we cannot
duplicate.

An especially interesting example is the function of biopolymers as
transformers of energy—for example, the conversion of the chemical
energy released during the oxidation of food elements into the mechan-
ical work of muscles. This is a machine quite different from any man.
has ever built, and it operates with an efficiency of almost 70 per cent.
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Chemists and biochemists have been doing intensive molecular biology
research for only a few years. We have the first data on the chemical
structure and the external picture, but the mechanisms of the phenomena
are still unknown. We must look into the mechanisms of stamping the
molecules of proteins and nucleic acids, the catalytic effect of enzymes,
the transformation of energy. Present work in this field by scientists all
over the world is directed toward finding ways to influence the organism
by chemical means, particularly in medical treatment.

Once we learn the physicochemical principles of the vital processes,
we will be able to duplicate these processes in the laboratory. Observa-
tion of birds in flight helped us to develop the science of aerodynamics
and then to design aircraft. Similarly, with a knowledge of the principle
behind the functioning of proteins and nucleic acids, we will be in a
position to elaborate a general theory on the processes that take place
in highly organized matter. With the wealth of chemical compounds at
our disposal, we will be able to create catalysts resembling enzymes,
but with more potency, to use solar energy more effectively than plants,
and to construct machines with more power than muscles.

Creative Work

For real happiness, man must live and work creatively. This is as
true for the genius as for the man with ordinary endowments. But if
the individual is to free his latent creative forces, he must have a certain
level of education, aesthetic taste, and ethical judgment. And as a guar-
antee that people generally will have an opportunity for the widest
possible creative expression there must be a suitable social and political
environment.

The creativity of highly trained and gifted individuals will reach
full development only if they identify with the people, only if the
people are genuinely interested in their creative activity and only if
the people’s own cultural standards are high.

Note the remarkable efflorescence of sculpture, architecture, drama
and philosophy in ancient Greece. A major factor responsible for the
eminence of Hellenic culture was the high aesthetic level of its citizens.
This accounts, too, for their insatiable curiosity about the secrets of
the universe.

The great interest people show in the creative work of leaders in
science, engineering and the arts always serves to inspire them. By the
same token, it stimulates the creative impulses of the people themselves,
inspires them to create not merely material but spiritual values. The
talent of an outstanding scientist is enriched by the school he builds
around himself and by the engineers and industrial workers who apply
his theories. Without a large body of colleagues and disciples, the
scientist today, no matter how talented, is hamstrung.

Since anyone who creates spiritual values is a member of the society
in which he lives, it will be the society and its structure that essentially
determines the direction and limits of his creative activities. Creativity
will consequently have the greatest freedom where it is independent
of the influence of self-seeking interests, where it is consciously subordi-
nated to the public interest, and where it gets its material and spiritual
support from the society itself.

We believe the Soviet social system guarantees the freest creative
activity. The communist ideal is to make it possible for each individual
to develop and use his creative abilities for society’s benefit and his
own. Our country is moving ahead at an extraordinary rate in realiz-
ing this ideal.

We have built a truly all-embracing educational system. Further, we
are constantly searching for ways to improve the system—by stressing
the creative elements in the secondary school and college curricula, by
setting up evening and correspondence schools directly at factories and
construction projects where workers can get higher schooling without
giving up their jobs. Not only our scientists and engineersbut larger
and larger numbers of our factory workers are developing new
processes and inventing new machines. With every passing year the
labor of our industrial workers and farmers requires less physical
and more creative mental effort and takes on richer meaning.

We are striving for a happy, prosperous life for everyone, a life
in which every man can realize his creative capacities. This is our
ideal of social progress. We find it embodied in the communist society
we are building, a social system dedicated to peace, labor, freedom,
cquality and happiness for all people on earth.






























But Vedernikov plods on alone, shuns help from others because to take
it might mean sﬁaring the credit for the discovery.

In the last act life catches up with him. He has abandoned Lyusya,
the woman who loves him. He has let his mother die without a sight
of him. Now, when he needs the sympathy and support of a friend
and the tender love of a mother, he is alone in this empty world.

The Irkutsk Story

Arbuzov’s most recent play is The Irkutsk Story. The plot is built
around a real incident which occurred at the construction site of the
Irkutsk Hydroelectric Station told him on a visit to Siberia.

“I had seen it happen before,” he explains, “the way love changes
people. Here is a man whose finer qualities, choked by various circum-
stances in his life, are suddenly freed to sweep away everything mean
and petty. I wanted to portray characters moved by a deep and very
real passion, one that would make people say, ‘So that’s what it can be
like—it’s poles apart from the love I know.””

Valya, a cashier in agrocery, whom people consider a superficial,
self-centered person, marries Sergei Seryogin, a serious minded exca-
vator operator, very highly thought of by his comrades.

How could a person like Sergei tie himself to such a shallow girl?
Because love to Sergei meant faith and understanding. He had seen past
Valya’s superficialities to the real person. He wanted to help Valya
find herself.

He writes to her, “I suppose you don’t care anything about yourself,
or about anybody else for that matter.”

It was true. “I get bored with people very quickly,” she told him.

But somehow she does not get bored with Sergei. She does not
believe in love. “Love,” she protests, “isn’t for the likes of me.” But
still she wants to be with him. Sergei helps her ta see into herself, to dis-
cover feelings and depths of character she had refused to admit existed.
“I love you very much, Seryozha,” she tells him, but only after they
have been married for some time. “Do you know why? Because the
more I learn about you, the more there is to learn. Do you understand ?”

Her happiness is short-lived, however. Sergei drowns while trying
to save children who have fallen into a river. She is left with an
infant on her hands. Her husband’s friends bring her “Seryozha’s
salary” every month which they have earned by doing extra work.
Valya is deeply moved. She is not alone, there are people who care
for her.

But she does not want to feel dependent on others. She remembers
Sergei telling her about a girl on the Volga in command of a whole
ship’s crew. It was his dream that Valya would mature to the point
where her life would take in more than himself and their child, where
it would encompass the whole world of productive work that meant so
much to him. Out of love for Sergei and to honor his- memory, Valya
takes his place behind the wheel of the big excavator.

Sergei says to her at one point in the play: What does a man need to
be happy? He needs for his work to ge just a little bit better than
he is himself.

Valya: What do you mean? I don’t understand.

Sergei: You see, if a man does good work, work that’s needed, he
becomes better than he was.

The main idea of the play is expressed in these words.

At a discussion of The Irkutsk Story held at the Vakhtangov Theater
in Moscow, director Ruben Simonov characterized it as a study of “the
birth of new relations between people, relations based on friendship,
trust and mutual help. It is a study of poetic love. This is a play in
which the director has something to direct, the actors have something
to portray and the spectator has something to see. It has that essential
ingredient of drama—man’s character in the making.”

Five Plays in Progress

Alexei Arbuzov’s plays are so popular that in 1960 they were shown
in 50 of the country’s theaters.

Asked about work in progress, Arbuzov says, “I've thought up more
plays than are good for me—five of them, and they get in each other’s
way. I'm trying to write them simultaneously. When I get tired of one,
I take a rest by working on another.”

His working methods?

“I work four to five hours a day, then put aside what I have written,
to do tomorrow what I could have done today. I never reread in the
evening what I have written that day. I leave this pleasure—or chore—
for the next morning when my eye is sharper and my brain is better
equipped to pick out rough spots. I still consider, though, that I work
from morning to night, for roaming the streets, talking to people,
observing and thinking are all work for the writer.”

Alexei Arbuzov is a provocative and thoughtful playwright who wants
the stage to make audiences “think harder and feel more.” He demands
“for the theater of this latter half of the twentieth century cogency
and poetry.” These are the two most striking elements of his own plays.

b4

Yulia Borisova in the role of Valya in the Vakh-
tangov Theater production of The Irkutsk Story.

Vladimir Solovyev as Lavrukhin in Years of Wan-
dering, staged by the Leninski Komsomol Theater.






















































The Party sets the task of converting our country,
within the next decade, into the world’s leading indus-
trial power, of winning preponderance over the United
States both in absolute volume of industrial output and
in per capita volume of industrial output. By about the
same time the USSR will exceed the present U.S. per capita
level of agricultural production by 50 per cent and will reach
the U.S. level of national income.

But that is only the first objective. We shall not stop at that.
During the second decade, by 1980, our country will
leave the United States far behind in industrial and
agricultural output per head of population.

You will recall that even at the time of the earliest five-year
plans our rate of industrial growth exceeded that of the USA,
but we lagged behind in absolute growth, to say nothing of the
considerable difference that existed in the level of production.
In recent years our country has continued to keep far
ahead of the USA in rate of growth and has begun to
outstrip that country in absolute growth in the produc-
ion of many important items. The problem is now one of
rapidly closing the gap in production levels, of the Soviet
Union’s winning the world’s first place in output of a number
of foodstuffs and manufactured goods.

I will cite some facts. The average annual rate of industrial
growth in the Soviet Union in the 1956-1961 period was 10.2
per cent, that of the USA 2.3 per cent; the average annual
output of manufactured goods per capita increased by 8.2 per
cent in the Soviet Union and by 0.6 per cent in the USA;
the average annual increase in investments in the past six
years has been 12 per cent in the USSR, and in the USA there
has been no increase, but, on the contrary, a slight decrease.

And how do matters stand with absolute production figures
and bridging the gap in production levels? In six years the
output of steel has increased by 26 million metric tons in our
country and has decreased by 15 million metric tons in the
USA; oil extraction has increased by 95 million metric tons
in the USSR and by approximately 20 million metric tons in
the USA.

Industrial output in the USSR today is more than 60 per
cent of American output. . . .

I would remind you that some ten or eleven years ago Soviet
industrial output was less than 30 per cent that of the USA.
At the present time the Soviet Union has already outstripped
the United States in the extraction of iron ore and coal, the
production of coke, prefabricated concrete elements, heavy
diesel and electric locomotives, sawn timber, woolen textiles,
sugar, butter, fish and a number of other foodstuffs and manu-
factured items.

Our country now accounts for almost a fifth of the world’s
industrial output—more than Britain, France, Italy, Canada,
Japan, Belgium and the Netherlands combined. These are all
highly-developed countries with a total population of 280 million
people. The fact that our country with a population of
220 million has surpassed them in total volume of industrial
production shows how swiftly and surely the socialist economy
is progressing.

The implementation of the seven-year plan will bring our
country up to such a level that little more time will be required
to outstrip the United States economically. By fulfilling this
basic economic task the Soviet Union will achieve a his-
toric victory in the peaceful competition with the United
States of America.

Boosting Agricultural Production

In the period under review the Party devoted special atten-
tion to the development of agriculture. This is understandable
since, as a result of the war and also of errors and shortcomings
in the management of collective and state farms, our agriculture
found itself in a difficult position.

The Party was faced with a vital and most pressing task,
namely, to speedily end the lag in agriculture and meet the food
requirements of the people and the raw material requirements
of industry. The September 1953 and subsequent plenary meet-
ings of the Central Committee disclosed the causes of the errors

and shortcomings in the management of agriculture and worked
out a comprehensive program to promote its progress. . . .

The development of virgin and long-fallow lands is
outstanding among the measures carried out by the Party.
The Central Committee is happy to report to the Congress that
this task has been successfully accomplished. In the boundless
steppes of Kazakhstan, Siberia, the Volga region, the Urals and
other eastern areas, 41,800,000 hectares (103,287,800 acres) of
new land have been cultivated and placed at the service of the
people. The new lands now account for more than 40 per cent
of the grain purchased by the state. Their development is
a greal feat of communist construction which our heroic
people have performed, an achievement that will live
through the ages. . . .

The value of the new lands goes beyond the many additional
millions of tons of grain they give our country. Their develop-
ment is radically transforming vast areas in the East. Large
state farms, modern settlements, research institutions and edu-
cational establishments have sprung up on the steppes, where
you can also see new railroads, highways and high-voltage
transmission lines. The Party and the people have developed
a vast industrial zone in the East. Thanks to the development
of new lands, our eastern areas now supply enormous quantities
of grain and livestock products. All the riches of the Soviet
East will thus serve the great cause of communist construction.
We have an example here of truly communist regeneration of
the earth. . . .

For many decades, right up to 1954, the aggregate grain
harvest in our country was about 82 million metric tons. It is
only in the past few years that we began to harvest 130-138
million metric tons of grain by virtue of the virgin land develop-
ment and the introduction of corn. For a long time, the state
procured about 33 million metric tons of grain, and it is only
in the past few years that the procurements were increased to
49.1-57.3 million metric tons. By 1980 grain production is to
be raised to 290-310 million, and state purchases to 115 million
metric tons. . . .

The problem of advancing livestock farming has a
special place among the more urgent problems of agricultural
development. It will be remembered that until very recently
this vital branch was in a state of extreme neglect and was
responsible for serious difficulties in supplying the population
with food. Tremendous effort was required to do away with
that protracted lag. It was first of all indispensable that the
problem of increasing feed production be solved. The planting
of corn was a most important prerequisite, along with the de-
velopment of new lands, for a better feed supply. ... In 1953
the area under corn was 3,485,000 hectares (8,611,435 acres),
whereas today it is almost 26 million hectares (64,246,000
acres).

We now have every reason to assert that there have been
radical changes in livestock breeding on collective and
state farms. Take the livestock population. For a long time
it remained at the same level, and only in the last few years
has the situation changed noticeably. . . . The growing pur-
chases of meat, milk and other products vividly illustrate the
work that has been done in livestock farming. . . .

The measures carried out by our Party had a truly revolu-
tionizing effect on the development of agriculture and the entire
socialist economy. Total agricultural output has risen 43 per
cent in the past five years as against the preceding five years.
The output of grain, meat, milk and other farm produce has
increased very considerably. Thanks to greater collective pro-
duction, the money incomes of the collective farms and their
non-distributable assets have doubled. The standard of living
of the farmers has improved as a result of the gains made in
collective farming. . . .

Our progress in agriculture is appreciable and indisputable.
But the question arises: Why are we still short of certain
products, particularly meat, and why, despite our important
over-all achievements, do we still have considerable difficulty
in supplying the population with livestock products?

This is due. first of all, to the fact that the rate of growth
in agricultural production is still lower than that of industrial
production and still does not meet the growing requirements












the preceding fifteen. In other words, nearly 50 million people,
or almost one-quarter of the entire population, have moved
into new houses. In volume and in rate of housing con-
struction the Soviet Union ranks first in the world. In
recent years our country has been building twice as
many apartments per thousand inhabitants as the United
States and France, and more than twice as many as
Britain and Italy. .

But we still have a housing shortage; the housing problem
remains acute. The growth of the urban population in the Soviet
Union during the past few years is considerably in excess of
estimates. By the end of the seven-year plan the urban popu-
lation will have increased by approximately 15 million people
more than was expected, which means that more dwellings will
be needed. The Central Committee and the Soviet Government
are taking measures to accelerate housing construction. . . .

In the course of the next 10 years we must put an
end to the housing shortage. At the close of the second
decade every family will have a comfortable apartment
of its own. This will involve an increase in the country’s
housing facilities by about 200 per cent in 20 years. Average
annual housing construction will climb from about 135 million
square meters (1.45 billion square feet) in 1961-1965 to 400
million square meters (1.35 billion square feet) in 1976-1980,
a truly colossal program!

Will we continue to solve the problem of raising living stand-
ards only through direct wage increases and price reductions?
Wages and salaries will, of course, for a long time to come
continue to be the basic form of material incentive for the
worker and will depend on his labor contribution to social pro-
duction. But the Soviet citizen will, at the same time, be receiv-
ing an ever bigger share of material and cultural benefits
through public funds.

Today the people’s needs are to a great extent being covered
by public funds. . . . At present more than 20 million pen-
sinners are supported by these funds; nearly four million stu-
dents in higher, secondary, vocational and technical educational
establishments receive state scholarships and dormitory accom-
modations; more than 600,000 children in boarding schools are
maintained for the most part by the state. More than seven
million factory workers, collective farmers, office employees and
their children spend their annual vacations in sanatoriums.
holiday homes and Young Pioneer camps at the expense of
social insurance and collective farm funds. About seven million
mothers receive benefits from the state. That is how we use
our public funds.

. . . Members of society receive these funds regardless of
the quantity and quality of their labor, that is, free of charge.
It is envisaged in the draft Program that these funds will rise
more rapidly than wages, inasmuch as they are a direct part
of communist distribution. A more than 900 per cent increase
in annual public consumption funds is planned—f{rom 24.5 bil-
lion rubles in 1960 to 255-265 billion rubles in 1980. At the
close of the 20-year period they will comprise about half the
total income of the population.

It is important that the growth of public funds be properly
combined with the principles of material incentives and distri-
bution according to labor. The draft Program projects the
following major trends in the development of public consump-
tion funds for the coming 20 years: the gradual transition to
maintenance at public expense of children and all those inca-
pacitated; free education and medical treatment for the popu-
lation: rent-free housing. and free public utilities and trans-
portation. Maintenance at public expense of children and the
incapacitated is a lofty and humane undertaking consistent with
the high ideals of the new system. . . .

At present the Soviet Union is still behind the United States
in average per capita consumption and the general level of
real income per head of the population. Two things should be
borne in mind in this regard: the level at which we began, and
the price that, unlike the United States, we had to pay for
the war. . ..

The draft Program points out that the projected plans to
raise living standards can be fulfilled successfully under peace-
time conditions. Moreover, the easing of international tensions

and an attendant reduction in military expenditures would
enable us to raise the people’s standard of living still higher.
Our struggle for peace is an integral part of the struggle for
communism, for the advancement of the Soviet land and the
improvement of the people’s well-being.

Policy of Peaceful Coexistence

The policy of peaceful coexistence follows from the very
nature of our system.

I should like to recall the following fact. When our country
was beating back the furious attacks of the Whites and foreign
interventionists. the Soviet Government was discussing its coat
of arms. The first sketch contained a sword. Lenin raised sharp
objection. “Why the sword?” he said. “We need no conquest.
The policy of conquest is utterly alien to us; we are not attack-
ing but repelling domestic and foreign enemies; ours is a
defensive war, and the sword is not our emblem.” As everyone
knows, the emblem of our country is the hammer and sickle,
symbols of peaceful, constructive labor.

The principles of peaceful coexistence, laid down by Lenin
and developed in our Party documents, have always been the
central feature of Soviet foreign policy. The Soviet Govern-
ment's foreign policy is convincing evidence of the fidelity
of the Party and the Soviet people as a whole to the peaceful
course charted by Lenin,

But it is hard to end the threat of war by unilateral action,
just as it is hard to put out a fire if one person pours water
upon it while another pours oil. The Western Powers, which
should be interested in avoiding thermonuclear disaster no less
than we, must, for their part, show readiness to seek ways of
settling disputed issues on a mutually acceptable basis. . . .

Following the Twentieth Congress the Soviet Union proposed
an extensive and realistic program of action that would ensure
the maintenance and consolidation of universal peace. The pur-
pose of that program is, in a nutshell, to deliver mankind from
the dangerous and burdensome arms race, eliminate the rem-
nants of the Second World War and remove all obstacles to
a healthier international climate. . . .

In adopting our new Program, our great Party sol-
emnly proclaims to all mankind that it considers the
principal aim of its foreign policy to be not only the
prevention of world war but its elimination forever
from the life of society within the lifetime of our
generation. . . .

Education, Science, Culture

We have every right to be proud of the fact that Soviet
society has become the most highly educated society in the
world and that Soviet science holds a leading position in the
more important fields of knowledge.

When the first Soviet artificial earth satellite orbited our
planet, a special committee was set up in the United States
to look into the country’s educational system. After comparing
the two systems, the committee arrived at the conclusion that
the Soviet system of education is superior. It was at that time,
however, that our Party decided on measures to reorganize the
school system with a view to giving the pupil a more thorough
grounding in the fundamentals of science and linking the school
more closely with life.

The experience of this reorganization has confirmed the time-
liness and need for the Party’s measures. On the whole, the
school’s ties with real life and production have gsown stronger,
the vocational training of pupils has improved. Secondary-school
graduates are working successfully in the economy. The number
of schools for young workers and the rural youth is growing
from year to year. Hundreds of thousands of young people are
studying in their spare time. . . .

The development of higher and specialized secondary educa-
tion and vocational training is proceeding hand in hand with
the reorganization of the schools. Here, too, the purpose is to
bring training closer to life, to production. More than half of
the full-time students enrolled in the country’s higher educa-
tional establishments this year have practical production experi-
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ence. About half a million specialists with a higher education
have been graduated by our evening and correspondence insti-
tutes during the past five years.

The Soviet Union trains three times the number of engineers
the United States does; in all. there are more than 20 million
professionals in our country. . . .

Communism gives knowledge to all; it draws the
strength and confidence for its movement forward from
the knowledge of the masses, from their high cultural
level.

The flourishing of Soviet science is vivid evidence of this.
We have more than 350.000 scientific workers. There are about
4,000 research institutions in the country, and what is particu-
larly noteworthy is the steep rise in the past five to six years
in the number of research institutions in the union republics.
A major role in the development of research in the eastern
part of the country is being plaved by the Siberian branch of
the Academy of Sciences.

Soviet scientists are doing their country credit. The achieve-
ments of our scientists are widely known in the development
of physics. mathematics and cybernetics; in the creation of
high-speed computing machines; in the elaboration of the
chemical theory of chain reaction and the chemistry of poly-
mers; in biology: in the discovery and prospecting of huge
mineral deposits; in the development of automation and remote
control; in radio engineering and electronics; in metallurgy
and mechanical engineering., not to mention other fields of
science. Soviet scientists also have a number of achievements
in the social sciences to their credit.

Soviet scientists are engaged in extensive research on one
of the cardinal problems of our day, that of controlled thermo-
nuclear reactions. Their investigations and cooperation with
scientists of other countries have won wide recognition. Con-
tinued promotion of thermonuclear research in our country
will accelerate the solution of the problem of the peaceful utili-
zation of nuclear energy for the good of man. The successes
scored by Soviet science in the exploration of outer space have
ushered in a magnificent era in the advance of man’s scientific
knowledge. The Soviet Union launched the world’s first arti-
ficial earth satellite. Soviet space rockets were the first to
overcome the force of the earth’s gravitation and orbit in inter-
planetary space. We were the first to place a pennant upon
the moon and to photograph its hidden side. Soviet citizens Yuri
Gagarin and Gherman Titov, delegates to the Twenty-second
Party Congress, were the first to venture forth from their
cradle, the earth. and make triumphant flights into space. . . .

Soviet literature and art have won immense prestige through-
out the world for their rich ideological content. The art of the
Soviet writer, composer and artist, of the motion picture and
theater worker has won wide recognition. In the past few years
new works of literature and art have been produced which give
a faithful and vivid picture of socialist reality.

The achievements of our art and its traditions are of tre-
mendous significance; they mark an important stage in man-
kind’s aesthetic development. The experience of our country
has proved that socialism offers the broadest scope for free
creative endeavor in' art, for the active participation of ‘the
masses in the creation of cultural values. Soviet art is enriching
the spiritual treasure house of mankind, is blazing the trail
to the triumph of communist culture.

Lenin said that the road to a common culture in a communist
society lies in the fullest development of the national culture of
each people. . . . Through association within the community of
the socialist nations new features common to Soviet culture as
a whole emerge and develop with mutual benefit. Our task is
to give thoughtful support and encouragement to the promotion
of the international unity of the socialist cultures. The people
expect and are confident that our writers and artists will pro-
duce works in which they will fittingly portray the present
heroic era of the revolutionary transformation of society.

Development of Soviet Democracy

The working class is the only class in history that does not
aim to perpetuate its power. When the conditions that give
rise to its dictatorship disappear, when the tasks that society
can carry out solely with its help are consummated, the state
gradually develops. under the leadership of the working class,
into a nationwide organization of all the working people in
socialist society.

With the victory of socialism and the country’s entry into
the period of full-scale communist construction, the working
class of the Soviet Union has. on its own initiative, consistent
with the tasks of communist construction, transformed the state
of the dictatorship of the proletariat into a state of the entire
people. . . .

It would be wrong to think that there is a separation between
the dictatorship of the proletariat, which represents the inter-
ests of the overwhelming majority of society, and the state of
the whole people. From the moment of its inception, the dictator-
ship of the proletariat contains features of universal socialist
democracy. As socialism develops, these features are accentu-
ated, and following its complete victory they become determina-
tive. The state develops from an instrument of class domination
into an organ expressing the will of the whole people. . . .

Our state is administered for the working people and by
the working people. We set ourselves the task of drawing all
citizens without exception into the administration of the affairs
of society.

How are we going to set about solving this task?

Firstly, by steadily creating better material and cultural
living conditions for every working man and woman.

Secondly, by continuously perfecting the forms of popular
representation and the democratic principles of the Soviet elec-
torial system.

Thirdly, by extending the practice of nationwide discussion
of major matters of communist construction and of draft laws
of the Soviet state.

Fourthly. by expanding in every way the forms of public con-
trol over the activities of the organs of power and administra-
tion and by making this control more effective.

Fifthly, by systematically renewing the composition of the
governing organs; by increasingly consistent implementation
of the elective principle with regard to leading officials of the
state apparatus and public organizations and their accounta-
bility to the public, and a gradual extension of this principle
to all leading officials of state and public organizations and of
cultural institutions. . . .

Our Party has been working and will continue to work on
the development of social relations in all spheres of life. Not
only economics and politics, but also the everyday life, culture,
psychology and consciousness of people offer a wide field for
shaping the new relations—relations of friendship, fellowship,
mutual assistance and collectivism. Real freedom and all-round
development of the individual, the harmonious combination of
personal interests and the interests of the whole society are
possible only in a socialist society on the basis of the new rela-
tions between people. . . .

A word about the role of the representative organs of
power. The role of the Soviets will expand. They will be, to a
still greater extent, “the working corporations” that Marx and
Lenin had in mind when they analyzed the nature of true
popular power, performing the practical function of managing
economic and social affairs. Many of the matters which are
today the responsibility of the executive bodies of the govern-
ment will be handled directly by the Soviets and their com-
mittees. . . .

Born in the fire of revolution as organs of the people’s
struggle for power, the Soviets have now become an all-em-
bracing organization of the people and the embodiment of their
unity; they have become a school of public activity for the
millions, the like of which mankind has never before seen in
the entire course of its development.

The activity of the Soviets is the best confirmation of the
highly democratic character of our society. The fact that the
total number of deputies to the Soviets is now about two million
speaks volumes. Besides these deputies, there are over two
million people working actively on the standing committees of
our Soviets. No other social system can give such proof of its
genuinely democratic and popular character. The Soviets must
still further strengthen their ties with the masses and give
greater and wider attention to problems of state administration
and the development of the economy and culture.

Great changes have taken place in our country in the 25
years that have passed since the adoption of the present Con-
stitution of the USSR. The Soviet Union has entered a new
stage of development, and socialist democracy has risen to a
higher plane, The new Constitution of the USSR, on which we
are about to begin work, must reflect the new features that
have appeared in the life of Soviet society in the period of full-
scale construction of communism. . . .

The transition to communism calls for continuous improve-
ment in the work of the state and the economic appa-
ratus, and for a greater extension of democratic prin-
ciples and principles of public activity. The apparatus of
the Soviets. economic and other organs must be made still
simpler, more economical. and still more efficient, so that they
can respond promptly and considerately to the citizens’ needs
and inquiries. It is essential that we completely eradicate such
survivals of the past as officialism, indifference, formalism and
red tape, and not only publicly censure, but strictly prosecute,
administratively and legally. officials guilty of a bureaucratic
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